
$7.99 US 
backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com

SWEDISH  
HEDEMORA 
CHICKENS

RAISING  
HERITAGE TURKEYS

PYSANKY:  
THE UKRANIAN  
ART OF WRITING 
ON EGGS

APRIL/MAY 2023  •  VOLUME 18, NUMBER 2

Incubating 
Coturnix Quail 

Eggs
America's Favorite Poultry Magazine

WHY
COMETS?

PLUS



Visit www.yardbirdpluckers.com  |  1730 Industrial Avenue  |  Cumberland, WI 54829  |  800-345-6007

Scalding 
Gloves
• 100% Waterproof
• Heavy Duty Neoprene Coating
• Extra Long Cu�s Protect Forearm

Adjustable 
Restraining Cones
• Heavy Duty Composite Material
• Adjust Size to Fit Your Birds
• Fits Birds 2-10 Pounds

Butchering 
Apron
• 100% Waterproof
• Long sleeves with elastic cu�s
• Knee length or longer on adults

Lung Removal 
Tool
• Stainless Steel Angled Head
• Textured Plastic Handle
• Ergonomic Design

More from Yardbird...

Simple. Fast.
Take the hassle out of backyard chicken processing.  
Plucking a chicken by hand can take as long as 30 minutes.  

Yardbird has revolutionized this painstaking and messy process. 
With the Yardbird Chicken Plucker, you can fully defeather 
two birds in 15 seconds or less!

Chicken
Plucker

Yardbird-Ad-7500x1000-122922e-lt.indd   1Yardbird-Ad-7500x1000-122922e-lt.indd   1 12/29/22   2:09 PM12/29/22   2:09 PM

Their wellbeing 
is at the heart  
of all  we do.

A superior quality of life begins with superior-quality nutrition. Home Fresh® 
Poultry Feeds provide your chickens with the finest and most wholesome 
ingredients that they need to stay healthy and happy. Giving your chicks 
and chickens the best diet helps your family lead their best lives.

Copyright © 2023 Kent Nutrition Group. All Rights Reserved. All trademarks owned by Kent Nutrition Group, Inc. and/or its subsidiaries, affiliates or licensors.

SAVE $5



Visit www.yardbirdpluckers.com  |  1730 Industrial Avenue  |  Cumberland, WI 54829  |  800-345-6007

Scalding 
Gloves          
• 100% Waterproof
• Heavy Duty Neoprene Coating
• Extra Long Cu� s Protect Forearm

Adjustable 
Restraining Cones          
• Heavy Duty Composite Material
• Adjust Size to Fit Your Birds
• Fits Birds 2-10 Pounds

Butchering 
Apron          
• 100% Waterproof
• Long sleeves with elastic cu� s
• Knee length or longer on adults

Lung Removal 
Tool          
• Stainless Steel Angled Head
• Textured Plastic Handle
• Ergonomic Design

More from Yardbird...

Simple. Fast.
Take the hassle out of backyard chicken processing.  
Plucking a chicken by hand can take as long as 30 minutes.       
Yardbird has revolutionized this painstaking and messy process.  
With the Yardbird Chicken Plucker, you can fully defeather 
two birds in 15 seconds or less!

Chicken
Plucker

Yardbird-Ad-7500x1000-122922e-lt.indd   1Yardbird-Ad-7500x1000-122922e-lt.indd   1 12/29/22   2:09 PM12/29/22   2:09 PM

Their wellbeing
is at the heart
of all we do.

A superior quality of life begins with superior-quality nutrition. Home Fresh®
Poultry Feeds provide your chickens with the finest and most wholesome
ingredients that they need to stay healthy and happy. Giving your chicks
and chickens the best diet helps your family lead their best lives.

Copyright © 2023 Kent Nutrition Group. All Rights Reserved. All trademarks owned by Kent Nutrition Group, Inc. and/or its subsidiaries, affiliates or licensors.

SAVE $5



Contents  April/May 2023

IN EVERY ISSUE
06 Editor’s Letter

07 Flocks to Follow

08 Photo Essay: 
Home Coop Garden

12 Something to Crow About

14 Poultry News

16 Ask the Expert 
Marissa Ames and Carla  
Tilghman answer reader  
questions about their flocks. 

20 Flock Photos 
The best of the best submissions  
via snail mail and our social sites.

66 Recommended Products

70 Breeders Directory & Classifieds

72 Coming Events

76 Marketplace

78 Coop Inspiration 

80 Just for Fun

2626

5454

RECIPES
22 Fool-Proof Fried Chicken (and  

biscuits and slaw) 
By Rita Heikenfeld

26 Ladyfingers 
By Cappy Tosetti

28 Turkey Meatballs and Cilantro  
Lime Rice 
By Hannah McClure

STORIES 
30 Pysanky, The Ukrainian Art of  

Writing on Eggs 
By Kenny Coogan

34 Eggshell Mosaics 
By Cappy Tosetti

Look for this symbol. These articles are available as an 
audio article on the Backyard Poultry website. 

Can You Find 
the Roo?

He looks just like this Roo. 

On The Cover 
A melanistic Hedemora pullet with blue 
skin. Photo Credit: Candace Lylek of 
Breezy Bird Farms.

38 Incubating Coturnix Quail Eggs 
By Kelly Bohling

42 Swedish Hedemora Chickens 
By Doug Ottinger

46 Landrace Fowl, Creating a 
Breed Just for Your Farm 
By Doug Ottinger

50 Raising Heritage 
Turkey Breeds 
By Rebecca Krebs

54 The Three Strikes Rule 
for Bad Boys 
By Bruce Ingram

58 Why Comets? 
By Erin Snyder

60 5 Things to Know Before  
Building a Chicken Coop 
By Chris Lesley

63 Breed Profile: Magpie Duck 
By Tamsin Cooper

3838



new bug

market!
T O  T H E

™Superworm
Swarm

Save               When
You Buy 2 MannaPro® 
Superworm
Swarm™ Mixes

$5

© 2023 Manna Pro LLC. All rights reserved.

FOR MORE INFO VISIT

WWW.MANNAPRO.COM

FOLLOW US

@MANNAPROHOMESTEAD
@CITYYOLKS

new bug
market!

T O  T H E

B L E N D         S U P E R W O R M S ,
B L A C K  S O L D I E R  F L Y  L A R V A E  &  B E E T L E S !

- of  -

grEat- fOr -wild birdS toO!

M
A

N
U

FA
C

T
U

R
E

R
S

 C
O

U
P

O
N

    E
X

P
: 12

/31/2
3

C
O

N
SU

M
ER

 A
N

D
 R

ETA
ILER

: LIM
IT O

N
E (1) C

O
U

PO
N

 PER
 PU

RC
H

A
SE O

F SPEC
IFIED

 PRO
D

U
C

T A
N

D
 Q

U
A

N
TIT

Y
 STA

TED
. N

O
T TO

 
BE C

O
M

BIN
ED

 W
ITH

 A
N

Y
 O

TH
ER

 C
O

U
PO

N
(S). LIM

IT O
F T

W
O

 (2) ID
EN

TIC
A

L C
O

U
PO

N
S IN

 SA
M

E SH
O

PPIN
G

 TR
IP. Void if 

expired, reproduced, altered, copied, sold, purchased, transferred, or exchanged to any person, �
rm

, or group prior to store 
redem

ption, or w
here prohibited or restricted by law

. A
ny other use constitutes fraud. C

onsum
er: You pay any sales tax. Retailer: 

M
anna Pro w

ill reim
burse you for the face value of this coupon plus 8¢ handling if subm

itted in accordance w
ith M

anna Pro, C
oupon 

Redem
ption Policy (available upon request). M

ail coupons to: Inm
ar D

ept #
95668, M

anna Pro, M
fr Rcv O

�
ce 801 U

N
IO

N
 PA

C
IFIC

 
BLV

D
 STE 5, LA

R
ED

O
 TX

 780
45-9475. C

ash value 1/100
¢. N

o cash back if coupon value exceeds selling price. Valid only in the U
SA

.

thE size ofmealworms

2x



EDITORIAL

Marissa Ames, Editorial Director

Managing Editor
Carla Tilghman 

editor@backyardpoultrymag.com

Associate Editors
Ann Tom

Ingrid Butler

Copy Editor
Karmin Garrison

Publication Designer
Samantha Ingersoll

Audience Engagement
Ana Skemp

CUSTOMER SERVICE

customerservice@countrysidemag.com
970-392-4419

ADVERTISING OFFICE

1503 SW 42nd St, Topeka, KS 66609 
adinfo@ogdenpubs.com

Display advertising rates on request. 
800-678-5779

Backyard Poultry’s Main Coop
Backyard Poultry

1503 SW 42nd St, Topeka, KS 66609 
backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com 

Subscriptions (U.S. funds):
$29.97 for six print issues 

$29.97 for digital only
$39.97 for all-access (print + digital) 

backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/ 
all-membership

Or mail to: 
Backyard Poultry Subscriptions

1503 SW 42nd St, Topeka, KS 66609
970-392-4419

Printed in the U.S.A.

Backyard Poultry (ISSN 1559-2251, USPS 023-374) is published  
bi-monthly by Ogden Publications, Inc., at 1503 SW 42nd St, 

Topeka, KS 66609. Periodicals postage paid at Topeka, KS and 
additional mailing offices. ©2023 Ogden Publications, Inc. 
Ogden Publications, Inc. is owned and operated by Ogden 
Publications. The views presented here do not necessarily 

represent those of the editor or publisher. All contents of this 
issue of Backyard Poultry are copyrighted by Ogden Publications, 

Inc., 2023. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in 
part is prohibited except by permission of the publisher.

POSTMASTER:
Send all UAA to CFS. (See DMM 707.4.12.5);  

NON-POSTAL AND MILITARY FACILITIES: Send 
address corrections to Backyard Poultry Subscriptions, 

1503 SW 42nd St, Topeka, KS 66609

backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com

from the  
editor

Carla 
Tilghman, 

Editor

Coop 
Plans

Carla Tilghman

AS I WRITE THIS NOTE for 
the April/May 2023 issue, 
it’s the last day of January. 

And I’m dreaming of spring plans. In 
this case, it’s a new chicken coop. We 
need to replace the oldest of our three. 
We tend to build a new coop every 
seven or so years, and it’s now time. 
My partner is an artist at heart, so the 
coops tend to reflect his sculptural 
ideas of the moment. So long as a few 
basic needs for the birds are met, I’m 
happy to play along. 

The old coop was designed to shed 
water and provide protection from the 
weather, but with sufficient ventilation. 
There were roosting bars and nesting 
boxes, all contained in a shape 
reminiscent of a Viking longhouse, and 
using our old front door. Over time, 
the plywood used for the slanting roof 
warped, and the coop became predator 
permeable. Right now, we use it as an 
extra daytime shelter and a place for 
extra food and water. But at night, all 
the chickens are closed up in a much 
more secure coop.

So, what do we want in the new 
coop? Just like the existing coops, 
there’ll need to be roosting bars or 
shelves, nesting boxes, and shelter 
from rain and snow, but good 
ventilation. This go-around, we’re 
going to add a cement board floor 
with sand underneath as part of the 
predator-proofing, along with a buried 
wire apron. I’ve also requested a 

cabinet at the back where I can keep 
some spare chick equipment. My 
partner is currently in a rather Frank 
Lloyd Wright design phase, so the roof 
will have a deep overhang to provide 
shade and shed water away from the 
foundation. 

Then, my daughter and I get to 
choose the paint colors, which will no 
doubt be bright so the view from our 
kitchen window in the winter will be 
cheery. 

I’d love to hear about and see your 
coop building “must-haves” and share 
your ideas with our readers. 

Also, look for our Coolest 
Coops issue in August. Calls for 
entries will go out to our social 
media in April. #bypcoolestcoops 
#backyardpoultrymag

“Viking” coop to be decommissioned.

Shed with the overhang roof.
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FOLLOW ALONG 
with our small flock 

journey on Instagram: 
@backyardpoultrymag

Flocks to
Follow

@backyardpoultry
@poultrymagazine

FOLLOW US HERE TOO!

TAG YOUR  
PICTURES with  
#backyardpoultrymag 
and you could be featured in our next issue!

@katvandongen

@country_lane_acres @sadiegirlfarm

@themiltonmeadow

@the_acorn_acres

@bokenkotterblooms
@bokenkotterblooms
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flock community

BY SUSIE ZALDIVAR

Home 
Coop 

Garden
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HI, MY NAME IS SUSIE; would you believe me if I 
told you I raise chickens while living on the second 
floor of an apartment building? It’s been one heck of a 

journey! 
I’ve always dreamed of having a farm. Although we don’t 

have our own farm yet, it’s something we’re working toward. 
In the meantime, we’ve found a way to create a farm-feeling 
while living in an apartment. 

It all started with a trip to our local Tractor Supply. My 
daughter, who at the time was only 3 years old, spotted the 
chicks in the brooder bin. I saw her eyes light up the same 
way mine did as a little girl. When she asked if we could buy 
some chicks, I had to explain to her that we didn’t have space 
for them to live happy and healthy lives. She then came up 
with the idea of creating a place for them in her grandparent’s 
huge yard. Because this was something I’d always dreamed 
of, I was completely on board and my in-laws readily agreed.

Later that week, we picked up six chicks, food, waterer, and 
brooder container. We set up the brooder in our apartment and 
added our first flock of chicks. Then we started building our 
first coop. 

Once the chicks were introduced to their yard coop, we 
realized that we needed to make some safety adjustments. 
Because we couldn’t just rush out into the yard, and didn’t 
expect my in-laws to get up in the night, we added extra 
predator protection. Don’t underestimate the number 
and variety of predators in urban areas; we’ve dealt with 
raccoons, feral cats, and hawks.

Because chickens like to spend their days scratching and 
foraging for bugs and other nutritious treats, we knew that we 
needed to design in some ways to keep them occupied in the 
covered run. In addition to creating piles of bedding and dirt 
for them to scratch through, we made “piñatas” using a head of 
lettuce, a bunch of herbs, or a cucumber hung from a string. 

I am beyond grateful to my in-laws for allowing us to 
experience this journey. What started with six chicks turned into 
a flock of “thirty-ish” chickens. Today, we eat our backyard-
raised eggs and sell extras to our local community along with 
other garden goods we grow in the grandparents’ yard. 

One day we’ll have a farm of our own, but for now, we're 
bringing the farm life to us. 

www.instagram.com/
home.coop.garden

I can’t resist styling our egg boxes and herbs for local community sales. 
Tasty and beautiful.
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flock community

Silkies and pumpkins are the perfect fall photo.
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We made “piñatas” 
using a head of lettuce, 
or a bunch of herbs, or 
a cucumber, hung from 

a string.

Silkies wander the run, looking like dandelion fluff.

Such a happy girl!

Here’s looking at you, kid.
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Do You Have 
Something to Crow About?

We want to hear from you. Send questions, comments, opinions, advice,  
coming events, etc. to: Backyard Poultry Editor, 1503 SW 42nd St, Topeka, KS 66609 

or email editor@backyardpoultrymag.com. 

Grow Lights for Birds
We live in a part of the country with all four seasons, 

where winter gets pretty dark. I wanted to provide our flock 
with simulated sunlight to improve health and egg quality. 
But I don’t need to use heat lamps to keep them warm as the 
coop is well-insulated.

So, I started using grow lights in the coop in the winter. I 
have them set on a timer, so the birds get some “night," but 
it gives them more “daylight.” I have noticed an increase 
in egg production. They get more light, we get more eggs.  
Winners all around. 

Bill Henson

Dealing With Predators
Hi, this is a rather graphic story. I live in southern 

California. A few weeks ago, two large hens and a small 
rooster showed up on my property. I don’t have any 
chickens, so I didn’t have any housing for them. They would 
sleep at night in my burros' area on a pile of alfalfa stems the 
burros don’t eat. One morning, I went out to feed the burros 
and found one of the hens had been killed. All that I found 
was the skull and feathers in three different areas in the far 
back pasture where my mare is. The next night, the other 
hen suffered the same fate. The rooster is still here. I have 
seen a HUGE raccoon here in the past. I feel so bad about 
this. I cried for days and they don’t even belong to me. If 
you can’t keep your chickens, please don’t just let them go.  
Find an animal rescue.

Mary Glesson

Two Responses to “How to Avoid Chicken 
Feed Storage Mistakes”

I buy pelleted laying mash and cracked corn for my little 
brood and store each in a plastic container with a Gamma 
screw-top lid designed to hold a 50-pound bag of dog 
food. I bought my first one at Costco, then three more at a 
locally owned discount department store. I have an apple 
bin tipped on its side in the chicken run that serves as my 
“cupboard” for the feed, dry egg cartons, extra scoops, and 

a shelf to set my table scrap bucket on while I feed. (https://
backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/feed-health/how-to-
avoid-chicken-feed-storage-mistakes/)

Diane Crunrine

Hi. I have two plastic bins/trash cans with twist-off/
locking lids. I drilled a series of small holes around the 
bottom about an inch up and another series of holes in the 
lid. I keep them in the coop where they are out of sunlight 
and they work perfectly.

Alan Rushe

In response to “Poultry Litter Treatment”
I have been using ground walnut shells as chicken litter. 

It stays dry and there is no smell. I wish someone would 
do a trial and publish the results. I have a small, mixed 
flock of chickens and ducks, usually fewer than 12 at a 
time. The ground shells are like sand, but lighter, and 
when they are completely soiled, I compost them. (https://
backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/coops/poultry-litter-
treatment/)

Susan Hofermeir
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Adventures in 
Waterglassing

I started waterglassing about a 
year and a half ago. I was overrun 
with eggs and all the people who had 
asked for eggs suddenly didn’t want 
them. I got some hydrated lime from 
my neighbor who works for the road 
department. I made the solution and 
added eggs to the large jar. Sorry 
to say, I didn’t put the pointy end 
down because I couldn’t figure out 
how to keep them that way. I used a 
3-gallon food-grade bucket and kept
it under the stairs. Since I gather
fresh eggs daily, I just kept adding
to the bucket. Over the next year,
I’d float-test them in water and they
were all good. I also broke them
into a separate bowl to be sure. The
family-sized casserole I made tasted
great!

A fresh solution before the lime has settled to 
the bottom of the jar.

Ph
ot

o 
C

re
di

t: 
Ke

lly
 B

oh
lin

g.

I did find a few at the bottom of 
the bucket that had cracked and 
looked like they’d been hard-boiled. 
I threw those away. As my girls 
start producing again in the warmer 
weather, I am again waterglassing. 

Diane Fleischer
BackyardPoultryNutrition.com ADM Pen Pals Poultry

Wholesome Choice
Vegetable-sourced ingredients 
without added hormones, 
antibiotics, animal products, 
animal by-products, artificial 
flavors or colors.

Proven Performance
feed with a WHOLESOME CHOICE.

We also sell gray Kosher King and 
Color Yield Freedom Rangers and 

Cornish Cross chicks!

  Perfect for free-range environments, these  
tri-colored or red--feathered chickens grow to 
5-6 lbs in just 9-11 weeks. They are an active
breed and thrive when allowed to free range,

scratch,, and dust bathe in natural sunlight.

Quality You  Can Count OnQuality You  Can Count On

717-336-4878 • www.FreedomRangerHatchery.com
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Poultry News
Egg shortages, chicken soup, and 
duck dinosaurs are in the news.

BY KENNY COOGAN AND CARLA TILGHMAN

“Poultry News” is a newly added feature section in 
Backyard Poultry. Each issue, we’ll cover current fowl 
news, both serious and amusing. If there are stories 

that you’d like to learn more about, or have us include 
in future issues, email us at 

editor@backyardpoultrymagazine.com

Duck-looking 
dinosaur

A NEW DINOSAUR FOUND 
in Mongolia possesses a 
streamlined body — just like 

a modern-day duck. Natovenator 
polydontus may have been a swimming 
predator and is likely the first known 
non-bird dinosaur to have a body that 
resembles a diving bird.

The paper, “A non-avian dinosaur 
with a streamlined body exhibits 
potential adaptations for swimming” 
was published in Communications 
Biology in December 2022. Illustrated 
by Yusik Choi.

Chicken and egg 
shortages around 
the world

DUE TO THE BIRD FLU, the 
price of poultry and eggs is 
increasing everywhere. Poultry 

farmers and backyard keepers are 
scrambling to keep up with demand. 
According to data from the USDA, 
there have been at least 58 million 
birds culled in 47 U.S. states due to the 
influenza virus. According to another 
report from the USDA, in the past 11 
years, egg consumption has increased 
by 17%. With more demand and fewer 
products, there’s now also an increase in 
consumers raising their own backyard 
fowl. In addition to a shortage of laying 
birds, animal welfare laws are also 
contributing to an increase in egg prices. 

poultry news
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States like California, which require egg 
producers to raise cage-free hens, have 
seen egg prices reach $7 a dozen!

In January 2023, New Zealand 
banned battery cages after a 10-
year warning. Despite the notice, 
many supermarket shelves have 
been devoid of eggs. New Zealand 
egg producers say that it could take 
months to resolve. While many New 
Zealanders are thinking of starting 
their own backyard flocks, the New 
Zealand SPCA encourages beginners 
to do their research first, citing that 
in 2022 they rescued 370 abandoned 
chickens.

Japan reported its first avian flu 
outbreak in October 2022 and since 
then has culled a record 10 million 
chickens. Slaked lime was provided by 
the government and poultry farmers in 
the affected areas were instructed to 
disinfect their farms.

If you are waiting til spring to 
order from a major hatchery, you may 
already be too late, as their projected 
hatches are already spoken for. Even 
local feed stores have seen a 50% 
increase in chick sales since 2020. Any 
chicks that are available are going to 
sell out fast.

RESOURCES:
• https://www.nass.usda.gov/Surveys/Guide_to_NASS_Surveys/
Chickens_and_Eggs/index.php
• https://www.spca.nz/search-results?q=Chickens
• https://www.eatthis.com/tom-colicchio-do-good-chicken/
• https://journal.chestnet.org/action/doSearch?text1=chicken+soup
&field1=AllField
• https://www.nature.com/commsbio/
• https://www.yahoo.com/entertainment/blogs/movie-talk/hugh-
jackman-reveals-takes-lot-chicken-become-wolverine
• https://www.theguardian.com/business/2022/aug/02/hens-will-be-
fed-insects-to-lay-carbon-neutral-eggs-for-morrisons

Poultry eat insects all on their own, 
but now Morrison’s (a British company) 
is raising poultry with insect-based 
chicken feed. The insects are fed a diet 
of food waste from Morrison’s grocery 
stories, and they are in turn harvested 
and made into poultry feed. The goal is 
to produce “carbon-neutral” eggs and 
be part of Britain’s push for increased 
emission-free products by 2030. Not 
to be outdone, Sainsbury markets 
also offer “carbon neutral” eggs from 
hens fed on a diet of field beans. 
Both companies emphasize that their 
chickens are all free-range.

each chicken saves four pounds of food 
destined to go to the dump and reduces 
three pounds of greenhouse gasses as a 
result. In addition to being available in 
NYC, you can find it in select grocery 
stores such as Acme, Albertson’s, Giant, 
Safeway, Shaw’s, and Target.

Chicken apology
“I’m so sorry to all the vegans and 

vegetarians and to the chickens of 
the world. Literally, the karma is not 
good for me. If the deity has anything 
related to chickens, I’m in trouble,” 
actor Hugh Jackman said in a recent 
Variety magazine interview. Jackman 
said he did not use any steroids in 
preparing for his role as Wolverine 
in the X-Men movies, but instead ate 
a ton of chicken. PETA (People for 
the Ethical Treatment of Animals) 
was not satisfied with his apology, 
so they rushed him a basket of vegan 
nuggets. PETA Senior Vice President 
Lisa Lange said, “PETA promises 
Hugh that going vegan will balance 
his karmic debt and help him get into 
tip-top shape for Deadpool 3. A win-
win!”

Chickens fed on 
insects

In January 2023, celebrity chef, Tom 
Colicchio, promoted his new food 
company products at his restaurant Vallata 
in New York City. “Do Good” brand 
harvests chickens raised on a diet of 
what the company calls “surplus grocery 
food” or food waste. Due to the recycling 
of nutrients, the company reports that 

Chef Tom Colicchio 
launches “do good” 
chicken to combat 
climate change

Chicken soup good 
for the soul ... but 
what about a cold or 
flu?

For hundreds of years, chicken soup 
has been recommended as a remedy 
for cold and flu symptoms. Back 
in 2000, Dr. Stephen Rennard — a 
professor of pulmonary, critical care, 
and sleep medicine at the University 
of Nebraska Medical Center — did 
some research on chicken soup. His 
results in CHEST Journal showed that 
chicken soup inhibits immune cells 
that travel to the site of infection and 
initiate inflammation, contributing 
to symptoms like sore throat and 
cough. This was done in a lab and may 
not be the same in the human body. 
Regardless, Dr. Rennard thinks there 
could be some therapeutic value of 
chicken soup. He says that benefits may 
come from the emotional experience of 
knowing someone cares for you. 
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ask the expert

ASK THE ExpertsExperts Marissa aMes
Editorial Director,
Backyard Poultry 

magazine

Carla TilghMan
Managing Editor,
Backyard Poultry 

magazine

CYANOTIC COMBS
Hi there, I have a chicken question that maybe 

someone could help with.
I have a 1.5-year-old ISA brown hen, and yesterday 

we noticed that she was very fluffed up and standing 
still, off to the side by herself, and when we threw them 
the scraps (which they always love), she didn’t join in. 
Today, I checked on her and her comb was turning blue. 
She just stands there if you approach her to pick her up. 
Something's definitely not right, but what puzzles me is 
she’s drinking normally and eating if you put feed in front 
of her, her eyes are still bright, and I'm almost certain 
she’s laying (her signature big brown eggs).

We’ve ruled out bumblefoot, ascites, sour crop, vent 
gleet, and egg binding, all of which we’ve had before 
in our chicken-keeping experiences.

Eva Bailey

Eva,
Blue (cyanotic) wattles and combs are usually a sign 

of lack of oxygen that can arise from lung, heart, or liver 
problems circulating blood. For instance, Avian Monocytosis 
(also known as Pullet disease), and Avian Flu both cause 
blue and/or purplish combs and wattles. Your bird is a little 
old for Pullet disease, but it’s still worth watching for it.

Isolate this bird from the rest of the flock immediately and 
look for other signs of disease such as watery diarrhea, crop 
distension, bloody discharge from nostrils, red spots on legs, 
or soft eggs. Touch base with your vet and get the bird tested 
for Avian Flu right away.

Carla

RATS!
I keep a trap for rats in my hen house, (hens can’t 

get to it). Caught a large rat that broke the line tied 
to the trap. The hens ate the rat. Do I need to worry 
about contaminated eggs?

Bill Shoemaker

Hello Bill,
In this particular case, you need to be concerned about the 

eggs if you’ve been using rat poison that the rat might have 
ingested. 

Because rats can transmit mites and fleas to chickens, I’d 
suggest checking your birds carefully for parasites. Remove 

any rat droppings from the coop and clean it thoroughly 
because chickens can pick up diseases such as leptospirosis. 

It might be useful to place traps outside of the henhouse 
as well and try to trap the rats before they get into the 
henhouse. Best of luck.

Carla

WATER GLASSING EGGS
My sister has begun water glassing eggs for the first 

time. She cracked two after having them in the lime water 
for a few months 
to find that they 
each had a white 
bb-sized spot on 
the yolk. What is 
this and is it okay 
to eat?

Thanks for your 
help.

Brenda

Thank you for 
the photo of the 
spot, to be sure, but 
that is most likely 
the blastodisc, also 
called the germinal 
disc. All eggs have 

these, but we don’t always see them because they might 
not be in a part of the yolk that’s visible. Some appear 
more prominent than others. If the egg has been fertilized, 
this blastodisc becomes a blastoderm, which is the first 
clump of cells that will eventually become a baby chick. 
If your sister’s eggs were fertilized before she started the 
water glassing method, that white spot probably looks 
more like a donut or bulls-eye; if unfertilized, it’s probably 
just a bb-sized dot.

These are perfectly normal, and nothing to worry about. 
Marissa

I water glassed my eggs in June 2022. When I cracked 
my first (and three subsequent) eggs none of the yokes 
held; all of the yolks were runny. The eggs had no foul 
odor but did not look like fresh eggs. What happened?

Sharon Burns
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Hello Sharon,
Just like with fresh eggs, sometimes the yolk breaks when 

you crack the egg open.  It’s just that the vitelline membrane 
that surrounds the yolk can be thin, or have thin areas, so the 
yolk breaks easily.  If there is no bad odor or discoloration, 
the egg should be safe to eat. 

Carla

Some eggs cracked in the lime solution, are they 
safe to eat?

Tammy

Hi Tammy,
I tend to err on the side of safety. If you are smelling 

anything other than the usual smell of the pickling lime, 
don’t eat the egg. The whole point of water glassing eggs is 
to preserve them, using the integrity of the shell as a barrier 
that the liming process makes impermeable. 

To test any egg that’s been water glassed, you can also use 
the float test.  If the egg sinks, it’s still “fresh” (safe to eat). 
If it floats, don’t eat the egg. 

Carla

LASH EGGS
I found the strangest thing in one of the nest boxes 

this morning. It looks like a developing embryo. It’s 
rubbery, skin-like. So strange. I’d really be interested 
in what you think. 

Sharon

Yes, this looks like the dreaded lash egg. An embryo 
can’t survive within a bird’s body, so anything gross like 
this means bad news for the bird. Often, she just isolates 
the infection and pushes it out, then proceeds through 
life just fine. But keep an eye out for lethargy, fluffed 
feathers, a swollen belly, a penguin-like stance, red and 
inflamed skin around the vent, or white discharge from 
the vent. Bathing the vent in povidone-iodine won't hurt, 
and if she does still have remnants of infection in there, it 
can help deal with it. But if she continues to decline after 
administering iodine, it’s time to find an avian veterinarian 
in your area.

Marissa

LAME DUCK
Hi, I am hoping you can help. I have a Khaki 

Campbell drake who has gone lame. It started a few 
days ago with one leg that kept collapsing, but he now 
can’t support his weight on either leg. He is trying to 
follow the females walking on his knees, using his wings 
as kind of crutches and flapping around, but he doesn’t 
get far. No signs of injury, swelling, or bumblefoot. He 
paddles fine in the water and is keen to go in the water, 
he eats and drinks fine. What can I do to help him walk 
again? He gets so distressed being away from the 
females! 

Karina

Hi Karina,
There are many reasons for lameness in ducks. The most 

common is niacin deficiency. However, that usually affects 
both legs equally. 
• Check for bumblefoot (which is a Staphylococcus
bacteria). This is more common in younger ducks.
• Tenosynovitis or tendon inflammation is more common
in older ducks. You can try to splint the leg to give it a rest.
This may also be why he’s liking the water so much as it
eases pressure on the tendon.
• Kidney disease can cause lameness because the nerve that
goes to the legs passes through the kidneys. One or both legs
can be affected.
• Check for worms! And de-worm as needed.

Carla

Thank you.
He is back to normal now, running after his girls as 

usual! He must have pulled a tendon. A few days of 
rest and some arnica, and he’s all better.

Karina

CAN COWS EAT WHAT CHICKENS EAT?
Re: https://backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/

feed-health/can-chickens-eat-pumpkin/
Can cows also eat the same pumpkin recipe as 

chickens?
Nancy Gilbreath

Hi Nancy,
The simple answer is that cows can eat anything that chickens 

can eat, especially tasty vegetables. The recipe in question 
has many of the same minerals and nutrients that cows need: 
calcium, potassium, magnesium, etc. This recipe is intended to 
be a supplemental treat, not a replacement for a cow’s usual diet 
of grain, hay, and silage. The same is true for chickens, especially 
backyard birds who can’t forage widely for all their nutrients and 
need formulated feed. Hope your critters enjoy the treat!

Carla

SCRATCH GRAINS
Can I feed my chickens scratch grains every day?

Annette

Hi Annette,
Either organic or regular commercially produced chicken 

feed has all of the nutrients your birds need. If you want to 
avoid commercial feeds, you need to make sure that your birds 
get 16 to 18% protein a day, and a whole list of other micro-
nutrients, minerals, and vitamins. Fresh produce (fruits and 
vegetables), in addition to plant matter. The issue with scratch 
grains is that they are high in starches, which can lead to fatty 
liver and other carbohydrate-related problems in your birds.

Carla

https://backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/feed-health/
feeding-backyard-chickens-5-mistakes-to-avoid/
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ask the expert

WASHING EGGS
How do you wash freshly laid yard eggs?

Anonymous

This depends on how you want to store the eggs, and for 
how long. 

If you are going to use the eggs right away, gently wash 
them in clean water and wipe dry. 

If you are going to store them in the fridge, gently wash 
them with clean water, pat dry, and store in the fridge. Plan 
on using them within two weeks. 

If you are going to store them at room temperature, don’t wash 
them until right before you plan on using them. This preserves 
the “bloom” that naturally coats the egg and limits bacteria from 
penetrating the shell. You can keep eggs this way for several 
weeks. Carefully wash the eggs right before you use them. 

Carla

BLACKHEAD
I think one of my turkeys has blackhead, what should 

I do?
Ouma Brian

Blackhead 
disease 
rarely harms 
chickens but 
can be fatal 
to turkeys.

Photo Credit:  
Getty 
Images.

do indeed have blackhead, you must cull them. Then 
thoroughly clean and disinfect their coop and yard. 

Carla

LOSING FEATHERS
A few of my girls are still losing feathers. They 

startedmolting late but I thought it would be over by 
now.

Haley James

Haley,
Some breeds molt heavily and rapidly, while others molt 

more slowly, which can last for 2 to 6 months! For instance, 
Red Stars are generally fast molters while Cochins are slow. 

The best you can do for your molting birds is to support 
their nutritional needs while they grow new feathers.  
Increase their protein to 18 to 20% and feed them fresh 
greens. 

This article may help.
https://backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/chickens-101/

birds-of-a-feather-molting-chickens/
Carla  

DISAPPEARING EGGS
I have had chickens for 30 years. Occasionally, a 

chicken eats an egg. Now, all eggs are eaten. I am 
using eggshell calcium. I pick up the eggs several 
times a day. What else can I do? 

I am a long-time subscriber and fan of Backyard 
Poultry. 

Marlene Martin

Hi Marlene,
Thanks for your email. It’s always nice to “meet” our 

readers.  
I’m wondering if you have a sneaky predator. Have you 

checked for snakes, possums, and/or rats? 
If you have the space, you might also divide your flock 

up and sequester them to see if you can identify a single egg 
eater. 

You might also consider switching to oyster-shell calcium 
for a bit to see if that changes their “taste.”  

Carla

ALL-ACCESS MEMBERS 
can read hundreds of  

health and behavior questions and 
answers, submitted through the 

years, at: 
backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/

ask-the-expert

Ouma Brian,
Sorry to hear this. Blackhead is a gastrointestinal disease 

that affects turkeys and can affect other birds such as 
chickens. So, first of all, isolate your possibly affected 
turkeys from other birds. Look for symptoms including 
yellowish diarrhea and lethargy. You will also see that 
their head is off-color (paler), with noticeable, small, black 
spots. And the birds will often lose weight. Unfortunately, 
blackhead is nearly always fatal in turkeys. If your birds 
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''My neighbors laughed when I ordered ... 
now they ALL want a tomato garden like mine!'' 

Introducing a gardening planter that automatically grows your vegetables for you - simply, naturally and 
without any work. The Award-Winning GrowBox combines 45 years of USDA research and University 
field trials into a patented planter that makes sure your plants thrive - every time, year after year. 

Look How Easily You'll 1 The P.atented Nutrient 
Grow Tomatoes PatchM cover releases 
1 Just fill your GrowBox 

with com
m?n potting 
mJX. 

2 Lay the 
patented 
Nutrient 
Patcti" 
cover on 
the top and 
plant by the 
numbers. 

3 Add water 
to the 
reservoir 
and ... Watch 'Em Grow!

Brown Thumb? It's 
EASY being green! 
Simple instructions show 
you when and what to plant. 
Then The GrowBox auto
matically adds the right 
amount of water and fertil
izer for you. No guessing, no 
schedules, nothing to learn. 
Works perfectly - even for 
1st timers. 

�� "Outstanding New Gardening Product 
�\,,- Award for Ea s e  and Innovation"

Perfect for Patios and Decks 
Great for busy homemakers, seniors and budget-minded people who want to save 
money on safe, clean produce. NEW Organic Fertilizer now available. 

The EASY way to Garden You'l'e been Waiting For. 

premium fertilizer at the 
right time, properly 
spaces your plants and 
keeps the soil warm. 

2 Uses simple potting mix 
for green-house quality 
results. No weeds or dig
ging. You '11 never grow 
in the ground again! 

3 Water constantly moves 
upwards to the roots. 
Stores 4 gallons for easy 
maintenance and it's 
impossible to over-water. 

4 Just plant it and forget it! 
The indoor/outdoor 
GrowBox is portable, 
neat, easy to use and is 
re-usable for years 
and years. 

"I own 5 o_f them and they're 
the greatest ... I am the envy o_f 
our neighborhood!" 

Ruth M. 
Mother Earth News 
Magazine subscriber 

Enjoy a constantly producing garden anywhere you have sunlight. Pick FULL
SIZE vegetables and salads daily for months - then simply re-plant year after 
year using the same soil. Grows ALL plants with the same ease 

Try Our GrowBoxes RISK-FREE This Spring 
Order yours now and grow perfect tomatoes, peppers, 'cukes, salads and more. TAKE AN ENTIRE YEAR TO DECIDE that you love 
your new garden. If for ANY REASON, you're not completely satisfied, simply return them for a 100% refund - including your initial 
shipping.fee. You have nothing to lose with this no-risk offer. TRY 3 GROWBOXES'"THTS SEASON and say good- r=, r=, 

t bye to high produce costs. Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. L!J • L!J 
Toll-free (866) 947-5705 Visit our website for lots more information •t■-

www.a g a r d e npa tch .c o m  
The GrowBox comes complete with planter, fertilizer, cover, simple instructions and a planting guide. 
Just add 32 quarts of potting mix and plants or seeds. Measures 28" long , 14" wide and 12" tall. 

© 2022 The Garden Patch ™ Grow Box™ 
Key Code: 2PLS3CA 
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WAYS TO SHARE:   EMAIL PHOTOS IN JPG FORMAT TO EDITOR@BACKYARDPOULTRYMAG.COM             MESSAGE US ON FACEBOOK: FACEBOOK.COM/BACKYARDPOULTRY

     TAG US ON INSTAGRAM OR USE #BACKYARDPOULTRYMAG: INSTAGRAM.COM/BACKYARDPOULTRYMAG             MAIL YOUR ENTRY TO: BACKYARD POULTRY, 1503 SW 42ND ST, TOPEKA, KS 66609
Backyard Poultry retains the right to publish and/or reproduce any and all photos submitted. To have your photos returned, please include a self-addressed stamped envelope. 

Our Cochin hen on a foggy 

morning. — Annette Marshall

Just a boy (Colton Johnson) and his chicken. — Ashley Gall

Hazelnut saying goodnight to the farm. — Kim Scott

Rhubarb, who is the bees-
knees. — Stephanie Shanks.
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     TAG US ON INSTAGRAM OR USE #BACKYARDPOULTRYMAG: INSTAGRAM.COM/BACKYARDPOULTRYMAG MAIL YOUR ENTRY TO: BACKYARD POULTRY, 1503 SW 42ND ST, TOPEKA, KS 66609
Backyard Poultry retains the right to publish and/or reproduce any and all photos submitted. To have your photos returned, please include a self-addressed stamped envelope. 

Martha, Barbara, Grace, and Fern in their gazebo. — Debby Dathe

Portrait of a hen.  — Jessie Cake

My color carrier Sebastopol; Sebastian (left) and Queen (right).  This will be my first year breeding them. I have my NPIP submission with Washington State pending and hope to be able to sell around the country this summer! — Megan Marion

They don’t have names, our flock of 35. But they live peaceful lives and are spoiled rotten with treats such as fruits, vegetables, flowers, and mealworms. — Morgan Robb

Star, a Silver Seabright Bantam 

rooster. — Kat Kirsch
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recipes

BY RITA HEIKENFELD

THERE’S SOMETHING SOUL-SATISFYING about 
biting into a piece of fried chicken that’s crackling 
crisp on the outside and juicy on the inside.

I use a two-part cooking method to fry chicken that tastes 
yummy hot, room temperature, or packed in a cooler for a 
picnic.

Get the chicken browned on all sides on top of the stove, 
then finish in the oven for a moist interior and crisp exterior. 
Cornstarch and baking powder are included for an ultra-
crisp crust. I used chicken thighs for this recipe. One whole 
chicken cut up, or your choice of skin on, bone-in chicken 
pieces can be substituted.

Serve with a side of buttermilk biscuits and slaw and 
you’ve got a memorable meal.

(and biscuits and slaw)
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FOOL-PROOF FRIED CHICKEN
INGREDIENTS

3 pounds chicken — I used bone-in, skin on, chicken thighs

Spice Mixture

2 tablespoons sweet paprika

1 tablespoon + 1 teaspoon black pepper

2 teaspoons dried oregano

2 teaspoons granulated dried garlic or garlic powder

1 teaspoon dry mustard powder

¾ teaspoon cayenne pepper powder

Marinade

1 cup buttermilk

1 large egg

2 teaspoons salt

¼ teaspoon black pepper

2 tablespoons spice mixture. 

Flour Mixture

1½ cups all-purpose flour

½ cup cornstarch

1 teaspoon baking powder

2 teaspoons salt

1 quart vegetable or peanut oil for fryingThe spice and herb mixture seals in flavor and gives ‘zing’ to this recipe.

FOOL-
PROOF 
FRIED 

CHICKEN
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INSTRUCTIONS

Spice Mixture

Whisk together the paprika, black 
pepper, oregano, garlic, dry mustard, 
and cayenne pepper. Set aside 2 
tablespoons of spice mixture to add to 
marinade.

Marinade

Whisk together the buttermilk, 
egg, salt, black pepper, and 2 
tablespoons of the spice mixture in 
a bowl.

Add the chicken pieces and toss to 
coat all sides.

Cover and let marinate in refrigerator 
for at least 3 hours or overnight. 

Flour Mixture

When ready to fry, whisk together the 
flour, cornstarch, baking powder, salt, 
and the rest of the spice mixture in a 
very large bowl.

With tongs, remove chicken from 
the marinade, and put it in the flour 
mixture, one piece at a time. When 
all the chicken is in the bowl, toss the 
pieces until thoroughly coated.

Use your hands to press the flour 
mixture onto each piece so it sticks 
well. This will be messy, but ensures 
the breading stays on the chicken 
when you fry it.

Place chicken on a rack set over a 
rimmed baking sheet.

Cook Chicken

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.

Heat oil to 375 degrees in heavy, deep 
skillet or Dutch oven over medium-
high heat.

Place chicken pieces in a single layer, 
skin side down in the pan. Don’t 
overcrowd. The temperature will drop 
to 350 degrees and that’s the best 
temperature to maintain. Cook in small 
batches and monitor the temperature.

After approximately 5 minutes, the 
chicken will get a deep golden-brown 

on the first side. Reject the temptation 
to scoot it around in the pan for 
the first few minutes so the coating 
doesn’t flake off.

Carefully turn the chicken over and 
cook until the other side is deep 
golden-brown, about 5 minutes 
longer.

Put the chicken on a clean wire rack 
set over a rimmed baking sheet.

Place in the oven and cook until a 
thermometer inserted into the thickest part 
of the meat registers 175 degrees. That 
takes anywhere from 5 to 10 minutes.

Remove from the oven and serve hot, 
room temperature, or chilled.

TIPS
Why marinate in buttermilk?

• Buttermilk, with its acids and enzymes, helps break down the proteins in
the chicken, making it tender.

Cook chicken to 175 degrees. 

• Chicken is thoroughly cooked at 165 degrees, but I like to cook thighs
and legs that have bone-in and skin left on to 175 degrees. This softens
the connective tissue, making for a more tender piece of chicken.

COMFORT FOOD 
COOKBOOK
230 Recipes for Bringing 
Classic Good Food to the Table

By Karen K. Will

Bring tasty, old-fashioned 
comfort food to your table at 
every meal with the updated 
Comfort Food Cookbook, a 
collection of 230 recipes from 
the archives of long-running 

country lifestyle magazine GRIT. Home cooks from all across 
the United States have contributed their best recipes to this 
collection — cooks who grew up on the farm, eating waffles 
after chopping firewood and picking the peaches that filled that 
evening’s pie, as well as cooks with vivid memories of Mom’s 
chicken and dumplings and Dad’s bachelor casserole. $24.99

Available at: Shop.IAmCountryside.com 
or by calling 970-392-4419.

Mention promo code MBPPANZ6. Item #9093
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recipes

RITA HEIKENFELD comes from a family of wise 
women in tune with nature. She is a certified 
modern herbalist, culinary educator, author, and 
national media personality. Most important, she 
is a wife, mom, and grandma. Rita lives on a little 
patch of heaven overlooking the East Fork River 
in Clermont County, Ohio. She is a former adjunct 
professor at the University of Cincinnati, where she 
developed a comprehensive herbal course.  

abouteating.com column: rita@communitypress.
com

INSTRUCTIONS

Preheat oven to 425 degrees F.

Whisk dry ingredients together.

Cut in shortening until mixture resembles coarse crumbs.

Make a well in the center and pour in buttermilk.

Mix well. Dough may be slightly sticky.

Dump out on very lightly floured surface. Knead just a bit to 
bring dough together.

Pat or roll into ¾” thickness. Fold in half, then pat or roll 
again into ¾” thickness.

Cut as desired.

Brush tops with melted butter and bake in preheated oven 
about 13 to 15 minutes until golden.

Makes approximately 12 biscuits.

SIMPLE COLE SLAW DRESSING
Toss with red and green cabbage and shredded carrots for a 
colorful slaw.

INGREDIENTS

1 cup real mayonnaise

3 to 4 tablespoons sugar

Up to ¼ cup lemon juice — start with 3 tablespoons

2 tablespoons vinegar

Salt and pepper to taste

INSTRUCTIONS

Just whisk everything together until smooth. Keeps 
in refrigerator up to a week. If dressing separates in 
refrigerator, whisk before serving. 

QUICK BUTTERMILK BISCUITS
Fold the dough after the first rolling for flaky biscuits.

INGREDIENTS

2 cups all-purpose flour

1 tablespoon baking powder

½ teaspoon baking soda

¾ teaspoon salt

⅓ cup chilled shortening

1 cup buttermilk

Melted butter for brushing on top

What’s fried chicken without fluffy biscuits?
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PRESENTATION IS 
EVERYTHING when displaying 
and serving food, especially 

when desserts are on the menu. Who 
can resist reaching for some tempting 
Italian tiramisu or feasting one’s eyes 
on a tall glass pedestal bowl filled with 
luscious layers of English trifle?

Ladyfingers are the key ingredient 
that makes these desserts extra special. 
Also known as Italian Savoiardi, boudoir 
biscuits, sponge or baby fingers, and a 
host of other names, oval-shaped, biscuit-
type cookies are crispy on the outside and 
soft and spongy on the inside.

Legend has it that ladyfingers were 
invented in the 14th century by the chef 
of Amadeus VI, Count of Savoy in the 
region known as the Duchy of Savoy, 
located in the western Alps between 
southern France and northern Italy. It 
seems King Charles V of France and 
his court were visiting the palace, so the 
Count asked his chef to create something 
unique for the grand banquet. Little is 

A delicious and 
versatile delicacy.
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known about the actual dessert that the 
chef prepared that night, but enthusiastic 
comments from the king made them the 
“official” biscuit from that day on.

Ladyfingers are usually soaked in a 
sugar syrup, liqueur, coffee, or espresso 
before being assembled in a particular 
dish. Besides tiramisu and English 
trifle, they are a principal part of many 
other desserts such as Charlotte russe, 
strawberry shortcake, chocolate mousse 
cake, parfaits, and tortes. Typically, fruits 
and jam are layered with the ladyfingers 
with egg custard or gelatin and whipped 
cream. Many recipes call for lining a 
bowl with upright ladyfingers, creating 
a circle of sponge around the interior 
ingredients, resulting in a tempting and 
beautiful sight at the dinner table.

Besides playing an important role in 
desserts, ladyfingers are a tasty treat with 
a cup of coffee or tea. Some people like 
to dust them with a sprinkle of powdered 
sugar or cinnamon. Often, parents give 
plain cookies to infants, being soft 
enough for teething, yet firm enough not 
to fall apart, and easy for little hands to 
grasp. When making tiramisu or other 
recipes calling for layered ladyfingers, 

it’s best to leave them out at room 
temperature for a while, letting them get 
a bit stale so they can better absorb any 
liquids without getting soggy.

Homemade or Store-bought?
Conveniently speaking, it’s much easier 

to stop by the grocery store and purchase 
a package of ladyfingers instead of 
baking a batch at home. One can usually 
find them in the aisle with flour and 
sugar, or on the shelves with the cookies, 
or displayed in the bakery department.

It’s really quite easy making 
ladyfingers with a few simple 
ingredients. After baking and cooling, 
they can be stored in an airtight 
container or frozen for up to two 
months. Thaw at room temperature 
before eating.

Eggs are essential for light and 
airy ladyfingers. Some individuals 
insist on whipping the whites and 
yolks separately, while others feel 
it’s perfectly fine to mix whole eggs 
together. Some recipes call for three 
eggs, while others add four to six eggs.

It’s wise to compare various recipes. 
As always, each cook has a different 

LadyfingersLadyfingers
BY CAPPY TOSETTI
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slant on things; it’s up to the individual. 
Thanks to YouTube videos online, it’s 
convenient to watch different step-by-
step instructions. This recipe is simply 
one version to try.

Ladyfingers Recipe
4 large eggs, separated — room 
temperature

2/3 cup sugar

¼ teaspoon salt

¼ lemon zest —optional

½ teaspoon vanilla extract — optional

4½ cups all-purpose flour

2 tablespoons cornstarch

Powdered sugar for dusting

(some recipes call for ½ teaspoon 
baking powder — optional)

2 Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. 
(Some recipes call for temperatures of 
375 or 400 degrees)

2 Line two large cookie sheets with 
parchment paper. Set aside.

2 Prepare a large pastry bag with a plain 
½ round tube. A hint for filling the pastry 
bag: Invert the bag in a tall drinking glass. 
This frees up one’s hands when spooning 
the batter into the opening.

2 Separate the eggs into two bowls. 
Beat the whites on medium with an 
electric mixer until soft peaks start to 
form. Add two tablespoons of sugar 
and continue beating until stiff and 
glossy. The secret to perfect ladyfingers 
is air! This creates a super light and 
spongy batter, resulting in a crisp 
exterior and spongy interior.

2 Beat the egg yolks and remaining 
sugar until pale yellow and fluffy. The 
yolks can be whisked by hand.

2 Gently fold the egg whites into the 
yolk mixture, taking care not to deflate 
all the air.

2 Sift the flour, cornstarch, and salt 
(and baking powder if used) over the 
egg batter.

2 Gently fold in the dry ingredients 
until incorporated into the batter.

2 Fill the pastry bag and pipe the 
batter in 3½ inch long lines about 
an inch apart. When piping, hold the 
pastry bag at a 45-degree angle and 
apply pressure while piping, then 
stop squeezing before reaching the 
end of each ladyfinger. Simply lift the 
bag straight up to break the “tail” of 
batter.

2 Before baking, dust the 
ladyfingers with powdered sugar. 
This helps the sponge cakes spread 
less and rise more. Some individuals 
sprinkle granulated sugar instead 
on the batch before baking and then 
dust with powdered sugar when 
cooled.

2 Bake for 8 to 10 minutes until just 
golden, depending on one’s oven.

Enjoy!

CAPPY TOSETTI lives in 
Asheville, North Carolina with 
her three rescue dogs that help 
her with Happy with Cappy Pet 
Sitting. She’s putting things in 
motion to someday crisscross 
the country in a vintage travel 
trailer visiting draft horse and 
goat farms. cappyt@att.net

Eggs keep your ladyfingers fluffy and light.
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Leave room between pipped 
ladyfingers; they puff up quite a bit.
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Fifth Day Farm Contact
sales@fifthdayfarminc.com
freedomrangerhatchery.com 

717-917-6729

GUINEAS are fast growing,
suitable for backyard growers 
who want to control ticks and 
for those who would want to 
use them as a meat bird. 

THE MUSCOVY is fast growing
and a great range duck with 
a lean meat that is desired by 
many restaurants.

• French Pearl Guinea
• White Muscovy Duck
• Khaki Campbell Duck
• Brown Chinese Geese

OFFERING:
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recipes

BY HANNAH MCCLURE

Turkey 
Meatballs 
and Cilantro 
Lime Rice

HANNAH MCCLURE is an old soul homemaker and 
mother of four from Ohio. Gardening, keeping bees, 
sewing, raising chickens/seasonal hogs, and baking/
cooking from scratch are a few things she enjoys 
in her homemaking. Always learning and always 
chasing her littles. 

Find Hannah on Instagram 
@muddyoakhennhouse.

Tasty turkey meatballs could be part of your next meal.
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WHILE MEATBALLS ARE TRADITIONALLY 
made with beef and pork, turkey meatballs are 
a great alternative and offer a wonderful flavor 

to classic meatball dishes. For me, the alternative comes 
due to an intolerance to beef. I was in my early 20s when 
I noticed that every time I ate beef, I got extremely sick 
and had to eliminate it completely from my diet. Which 
meant turkey and chicken took the place of beef in nearly 
everything. I’ve since learned to add in venison and pork; 
however, for meatballs and burgers, turkey is still the king 
in my kitchen. With some simple ingredients, you can 
easily whip up this delicious and healthy dish. I hope y’all 
enjoy.

INGREDIENTS

MEATBALLS: 

1 pound ground turkey (93% is best)

½ cup plus 2 tablespoons panko breadcrumbs

2 eggs (if you have large or jumbo eggs, use only one and 
start with less panko)

2 tablespoons taco seasoning of choice

2 tablespoons thinly sliced greens from scallions

2 cloves garlic, minced

CILANTRO LIME RICE:

1½ cups long-grain white rice

3 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil

2¼ cups water

1 teaspoon sea salt

1 cup chopped cilantro

Juice and finely grated zest of one lime 

INSTRUCTIONS

In a medium-sized bowl, mix turkey, panko, eggs, taco 
seasoning, scallions, and minced garlic till well-blended. 

Once mixed, spoon out 1 tablespoon of meat and roll into a 
ball. Place on a parchment-lined baking sheet and repeat till 
all meat mixture is rolled into meatballs; be sure to leave a 
little space in between each meatball. 

Bake Meatballs for 15 to 20 minutes at 400 degrees F.  While 
meatballs cook, prepare cilantro lime rice as follows:

In a medium pan, brown rice in olive oil on medium heat. 
Once rice begins to brown slightly, add water, zest, and salt. 
Bring to a rolling boil, then cover and reduce heat to low. 

Simmer for 20 minutes. Remove from heat and let stand for 
10 minutes.

Add in lime juice and cilantro and stir until just combined. 

Serve turkey meatballs over cilantro lime rice and enjoy!

*Note: Cooled cooked meatballs can be stored in the freezer 
for future meals for up to three months. 



BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM     29



30     BACKYARD POULTRY  |  APRIL/MAY 2023

eggs

STORY BY KENNY COOGAN,  
PHOTOS BY JOHANNA ‘ZENOBIA’ KRYNYTZKY.

PYSANKY The Ukranian Art of 
Writing on Eggs

“ALL OF EASTERN EUROPE HAS A LONG
history of coloring eggs,” Johanna ‘Zenobia’ 
Krynytzky tells me. Krynytzky’s family is from 

Western Ukraine, and she is a first-generation Ukrainian 
American. I met her by contacting a local Ukrainian church 
to learn more about the elaborate 
pysanky eggs that are popular around 
Easter.

“Pysanky (plural form of pysanka) 
is really embraced as a symbol of 
Ukrainian nationalism,” Krynytzky 
explains. Krynytzky, who learned 
the skill from her grandmother and 
mother, would do demonstrations of 
the art with her sisters and friends 
at ethnic fairs, dressed in traditional 
costuming. She tells me that when 
the U.S.S.R. invaded, they prohibited 
coloring Easter eggs in addition to 
prohibiting Ukraine’s native language, 
culture, and religion. Her family came 

over to the U.S. after World War II like many Ukrainians. 
The diaspora took it upon themselves to continue the 
tradition of pysanka.

“They think it started way back in the Bronze Age of the 
Trypillian culture (5,000 to 2,700 BCE). They don’t have 

any eggs from that era, but they have a 
ceramic egg that has the same designs 
that are seen today.” The oldest intact 
egg found in Ukraine is about 500 
years old and is a goose egg, she tells 
me.

“Before the Christian era, the eggs 
were used to honor nature and all of 
the seasons,” Krynytzky adds. “They 
used the crosses for the four directions. 
Raindrops, gods and goddesses, 
goat horns, trees, and chickens were 
all written on eggs. A lot of these 
were taken over by Christianity. 

In the Byzantine era, they adopted 
those symbols as Christian symbols, 

Krynytzky was fascinated by pysanky as an art 
history and anthropology major. She said it was a 
perfect marriage of the two genres.

The symbols on the eggs all have meaning; a beautiful form of communication.
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so the raindrops are now Mary’s tears, and the tree of life 
continued to be popular. Deer and goats continued, and the 
stars were now the Star of Bethlehem.”

These decorative eggs were not just used for Easter. 
They were made over the dark nights of winter in the hopes 
of spring coming back. In addition to Easter egg baskets, 
during the Middle Ages, young women would make a 
decorated egg and present it to the boy whom she liked. He 
would run home and bring it to his mother for approval! 
His mother would examine her work and then decide if she 
would make a good wife.

Pysanky would also be used in burials. Additionally, they 
would be put up in the eaves of houses for good luck or 
crushed up for livestock. Given year-round as gifts, a bowl 
of them in every home meant the house was well protected.

“Today, they are blown out, but sometimes they would just 
dry them for preservation. A highly decorated pysanka was 
never meant to be eaten,” Krynytzky says.

Krashanka are hard-boiled eggs that were also included 
in Easter Egg baskets. These were colored from a single-
color vegetable dye and meant to be eaten, although they are 
certainly not as pretty as a pysanka.

The process of writing the wax on the egg is traditionally 
done by candlelight. Kistka is the instrument that is used to 
write it, historically made of a bone, with a funnel attached 
to it. The artist would heat up the wax over the candle. As 
the art evolved, the kistka were made from plastic, wood, 
and metal, and today there are electric kistkas!

“Each region of Ukraine has a different style,” Krynytzky 
says. “Some are more organic and others very geometric. In 
the mountains, they are more geometric; the people in the 
plains and steppes of Ukraine have more organic designs, 
are not so evenly divided, and more free form.”

Although they can be given as gifts year-round, they are 
now primarily used for Easter. At Ukrainian churches, you’ll 
see piled-up baskets stacked with embroidered clothes. The 
priest will bless all the baskets.

“They are placed with traditional bread (paska and babka), 
krashanka, fresh or smoked sausage, and some other meats, 
cheese, and chocolate.”

Krynytzky offers a couple of different workshops in town 
and recommends looking up Ukrainian churches or pysanky 
egg classes to learn more. She says there is a whole art to 
how to divide the egg up in the correct way. And while some 
Ukrainians who live in the mountains allow their eggs to 
dry naturally, if you live in a warm environment, they may 
explode — which would be horrible after spending hours 
and maybe even days decorating.

“Some people decorate and then blow them out — but it is 
a gamble,” she warns. “I have a blank ostrich egg, but I have 
not yet decorated. It will take hours.

“Ukrainians are all artists,” Krynytzky says. “We pretty 
much all sing, dance, paint, or embroider.” When she is not 
creating pysanky for fun, gifts, or for Pysanky for Peace, she 
runs and directs Hip Expressions Belly Dance Studio.

Pysanky is a family affair and also varies from region to region.

A 1992 Easter blessing that Krynytzky participated in, near the city of 
Nadvirna, Ukraine.
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“Zenobia was the original Xena 
Warrior Princess, and it is also my 
mother’s middle name. When I became 
a professional belly dancer in Chicago, 
it was fashionable to have a stage 
name, so I took my stage name as my 
mother’s middle name.”

According to Pysanky For Peace, the 
Hutzuls — Ukrainians who live in the 
Carpathian Mountains — believe that 
the fate of the world depends upon the 
pysanky. In that effort, they are aiming 
to create and collect 100,000 pysanky 
to raise funds for the people of Ukraine 
and to eventually deliver them to the 
people of Ukraine after peace finds its 
way back to their homeland.

Pysanka means “to write.” Each symbol 
and color represents something specific. 
Lines and waves that circle the eggs 
represent eternity and the cycle of life. 
Consider adding these additional shapes 
and colors to your designs this year. 

BLACK — Eterinity, darkness 
before the dawn

WHITE — Purity, innocence, birth

BROWN — Mother Earth, bountiful 
gifts

RED — Action, fire, passion, love

ORANGE — Strength, ambition

YELLOW — Light, purity, youth

GREEN — Spring, renewal, fertility, 
freshness

BLUE — Blue skies, good health, 
truth

PURPLE — Faith, patience, 
wisdom

PINK — Fertility, elegance, calmness

ACORN — Preparation for the future

BASKET — Motherhood, giver of 
life and gifts

BEES — Pollinators, good harvest

BIRDS — Never drawn in flight, 
always at rest. Harbingers of 
spring, fertility

CROSS — Pre-Christian: Symbols 
of Life, four directions; Christian: 
Symbol of Christ

DIAMONDS — Knowledge

DOTS / MARY’S TEARS — From 
sorrow comes unexpected blessings

EVERGREEN TREE — Health, 
stamina, eternal youth

KENNY COOGAN is a food, farm, 
and flower national columnist. 
He’s also part of the MOTHER 
EARTH NEWS and FRIENDS 
podcast team. He has a master's 
degree in Global Sustainability 
and leads workshops about 
owning chickens, vegetable 
gardening, animal training, 
and corporate team building. 
His new book, Florida’s 
Carnivorous Plants, is available 
at kennycoogan.com.

FLOWERPOT — Love, charity, 
goodwill

GRAPE VINE — Strong and loyal 
love

HENS FEET/CHICKEN FOOTPRINTS 
— Protection of the young

HONEYCOMB — Sweetness, 
abundance

HORNS — Nobility, wisdom, 
triumph

HORSE — Prosperity, endurance, 
speed

INSECTS — Rebirth, good harvest

RAM — Masculine, leadership, 
perseverance

ROOSTER’S COMB/ROOSTERS — 
Masculine, rich married life

SPIDER WEB — Patience, skill

STAG/DEER — Wealth, prosperity, 
leadership

SUN — Symbol of life, love of God

SUNFLOWER — Love of God, love 
of sun

TREE OF LIFE — When drawn with 
four seasons, represents renewal 
and creation

TRIANGLES — Pre-Cristian: air, 
fire, water Cristian: Holy Trinity

WOLF’S TEETH — Loyalty, a firm 
grip

eggs
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supplying quality 
backyard poultry 
since 1937 

IDEAL POULTRY BREEDING FARMS, INC.

EASTER EGGER • BARRED ROCK  
RHODE ISLAND RED  • BROILERS  

CRESTED DUCKS • GEESE 
 GUINEAS • BANTAMS & MORE   

CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE FOR MORE INFORMATION 

        
IDEALPOULTRY.COM    •   CAMERON, TEXAS 1-800-243-3257

Ideal Poultry is one of the largest suppliers of quality backyard poultry in the United States
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The Useful Shell
Nature is an amazing architect, 

especially when it comes to the 
humble egg. Curved and seamless 
in design, the ovoid shape with a 
structurally sound outer covering was 
destined to protect the inner contents 
with strength and durability. Made 
almost entirely of calcium carbonate, 
the eggshell is both strong and 
flexible. For centuries, people around 
the world have embraced the idea of 
using eggshells in the home, garden, 
and art studio.

Gardeners add broken and crushed 
eggshells to the compost bin as a soil 
amendment, a non-toxic pest control, 
and as biodegradable seed containers. 
They also steep crushed eggshells in 
water to give indoor and outdoor plants 
a boost.

Aspens, made of colored eggshells.

Linda Biggers turns eggshells into stunning works of art.
STORY BY CAPPY TOSETTI

PHOTOS BY LINDA BIGGERS

Inside the kitchen, ground eggshells 
can be added to soapy water as an 
abrasive cleanser for dirty pots and pans. 
Many people believe adding a crushed 
eggshell to coffee grounds helps reduce 
acidity. They can be dissolved and 
steeped in apple cider vinegar to treat 
skin irritations, and many individuals 
like to pulverize the dried shells, 
whisking them together with egg whites 
as skin-tightening facials. Others add the 
eggshell powder to smoothies or take as 
it daily supplements for added calcium 
and magnesium.

For centuries, many artists have 
painted and decorated blown-out 
eggs, while others have challenged 
their dexterity by carving out lacy and 
intricate designs. Each one is a work 
of art, proving the egg is the perfect 
canvas for creativity.

Eggshells as Mosaic
“I first saw a mosaic over 25 years 

ago at an art show,” says upstate New 
York artist Linda Biggers. “It really 
caught my eye and my curiosity, hoping 
to learn more, but that was before we 
had access to the internet, and I had no 
idea where to go to learn.”

Art has always been an important part 
of Linda’s life, beginning with drawing 
and painting as a child. She has also 
dabbled in photography and sculpture 
and worked as a graphic artist for 18 
years. The idea of pursuing eggshell 
mosaics happened one morning when 
preparing breakfast for her husband 
and two daughters. “It was a light-bulb 
moment when an egg slipped out of 
my hand, splattering on the counter. I 
gathered up all those pieces, determined 
to learn more.”

EGGSHELL MOSAICS
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After honing her skills as a mosaic 
artist, she now teaches workshops at 
Luna Mosaic Arts in Orlando, Florida; 
the Mosaic Guys in Phoenix, Arizona; 
The Mosaic Society of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania; Maverick Mosaics in 
Oaken, Virginia; and Snow Farm in 
Williamsburg, Massachusetts.

While Linda also works with glass 
and tile, she particularly enjoys fitting 
together pieces of such a readily 
available material. The process may 
seem tedious to some, but for Linda, it’s 
both relaxing and meditative.

Like any artist, it takes a bit of 
imagination and practice in learning 
something new. Linda devised her own 
technique in working with eggshells, 
a completely different material than 
shards of glass, stone, or tile. There are 
many questions to ponder, including 
what tools and adhesives to use, 
adding color, and what about grout and 
protecting the finished piece with a 
sealant.

Linda tackled the process with 
great enthusiasm, studying and 
experimenting with different steps 
along the way. Her first project was a 
small tabletop that she still has today. 
She then practiced and honed her skills 
by creating smaller mosaics for gifts 
that garnered rave reviews, encouraging 
her to enter another piece in a local 
art show. To Linda’s surprise, she won 
a blue ribbon. This was obviously 
something to pursue.

Creating Art
Finding a source for eggshells is 

easy: A friend raises chickens, and 
others in the area drop off a steady 
supply on Linda’s doorstep. She 
begins by washing the eggshells and 
removing the two layers of the vitelline 
membrane that protect the egg from 
bacteria and moisture loss.

After drying, snipping the shell into 
smaller pieces is next. Linda discovered 
the best tools are nail clippers and small 
scissors, providing a way to create 
intricate flat shapes for each design. To 
prevent crumbling and shattering, she 
applies a bit of Mod-Podge to each tiny 
bit, allowing them to dry.

Become a member of the Weston A. Price Foundation 
and receive our quarterly journal, Wise Traditions for 

Food, Farming and the Healing Arts which details 
the latest science, explores ancient nutritional wisdom  

and provides valuable practical advice.  Also receive the 
Annual Shopping Guide of nutrient-dense foods  

from stores, family farms and artisans.

WESTONAPRICE.ORG
October Conference in Knoxville  •  wisetraditions.org

The Weston A.  Price Foundation®

$40 $30/year 
membership 

for our quarterly 
journal. 

Use code WAPF30
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“Color is an important part of any mosaic design,” says 
Linda, “I love the natural look of eggs, everything from 
cream and brown to lovely shades of blue and green. 
To achieve other colors, I use dyes, acrylic paints, and 
sometimes alcohol inks.”

With most mosaics, grout is used to connect each shard, 
pulling the final design together, but this isn’t possible with 
the thinness and fragile composition of eggshells. Instead, 
Linda creates the illusion of grout by applying a solid color 
of paint across a section of birch plywood substrate, her 
favorite base for each project.

It’s a tedious task adhering each tiny piece of eggshell 
with her trusty tweezers and a bit of Mod-Podge as an 
adhesive. Once completed, she seals the mosaic by brushing 
on a protective coat of Liquitex varnish.

One would think that an artist delving into mosaics would 
have a studio specifically set up for the work involved. It’s a 
messy process with thousands of broken shards strewn about, 
but for now, Linda uses her dining room table for her eggshell 
creations during the winter months, and the family carport 
during warmer weather when working with glass. This entails 
cleaning up and putting supplies away after the session, 
making it sometimes difficult to stay in the moment when 
creativity strikes. There’s always hope for a studio one day.

Since first picking up that broken egg at breakfast, Linda 
has embraced this eggshell experience. “It’s been great fun 
using a different source of material in creating mosaics, and 
most gratifying in discovering that the public appreciates and 
wants to buy my art locally and online through my website and 
Facebook page. Imagine my surprise in sending a piece all the 
way to Australia. One never knows what tomorrow will bring.”

Motivated by nature and the seasonal changes, Linda 
finds working with eggshells allows her to create images in 
great detail. It also pleases her to be working with a natural 
material, thanks to neighboring chickens providing an 
ongoing source of inspiration! 

For more information: www.eggshellmosaicart.com

Killer. Linda uses the tiny pieces of eggshell to create beauty and humor.

Annamay. Delicate portraits are made both with naturally colored and 
tinted eggshells.

A Murder. Linda finds her art form meditative. 
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STORY AND PHOTOS 
BY KELLY BOHLING
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HATCHING JAPANESE 
COTURNIX QUAIL can be a 
delightful experience. Despite 

their diminutive size and tiny cheeps on 
hatching day, quail chicks are resilient 
and grow very quickly. Incubation 
requirements for quail are a little 
different than those for chickens and 
other fowl, but are easy to accommodate.

Finding the Right Incubator
Buying the right incubator is the 

most crucial part of hatching. In my 
experience, an incubator needs to have 
a built-in thermometer, hygrometer, 
automatic turner, and fan (forced air 
system). While hatching is possible 
without one or any of these attributes, 
incubating becomes much more 
time-intensive and risks a lower hatch 
rate. Nearly all incubators available to 

INCUBATING COTURNIX QUAIL EGGSINCUBATING COTURNIX QUAIL EGGS

purchase have a built-in thermometer 
and sometimes a hygrometer (to monitor 
moisture). Many also have a forced 
air system, which circulates air in the 
incubator to keep an even temperature 
throughout. It’s important to read the 
reviews for the model in question as 
well. Reviews may reveal a tendency 
for the incubator to run too hot or cold, 
or perhaps become less accurate over 
multiple hatches.

Automatic Turner
I consider an automatic turner 

a necessity, especially for quail 
eggs. Turning by hand is possible, 
but it requires frequently opening 
the incubator and disrupting the 
temperature and humidity levels. In 
addition, quail eggshells are extremely 
thin, and any additional handling 
risks damage to the egg. Furthermore, 
many people put an “x” in pencil on 
the shells when hand-turning, but this 
is much harder to see with the natural 
camouflage of quail eggs.

Rails
Some automatic turners use rails, 

so if this is the type of model you’re 
considering, ensure that there are quail 
egg rails available. These usually need 
to be purchased separately. Some 
incubators don’t use rails, but rather 
have the eggs between slats in a box 
that slides across the floor, turning them 
as they go.

This design adjusts to a variety of 
egg sizes, so no additional purchase 
should be necessary. Depending on the 
number of eggs you want to hatch and 
the anticipated frequency of hatches, 
you may want to spend a little less for a 
smaller incubator, or a little more for a 
larger capacity and positive feedback on 
its long-term durability. Keep in mind 
that a larger-capacity incubator can 
still incubate a small number of eggs; it 
doesn’t have to be full to operate.

Observation Windows
Some incubators have small 

observation windows on top, while 
others have a clear plastic lid, or are 
made entirely of clear plastic. I’ve 
found that the smaller observation 
windows are prone to fog over with 

Buying the right incubator is the most 
crucial part of hatching.

Incubating and 
hatching your own 
quail is rewarding for 
you and your family.

This article is available as 
an audio article on the 
Backyard Poultry website. 
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the high humidity required in the last 
days of hatching. It may be important 
to you to be able to watch the chicks 
hatch, in which case a clear lid or larger 
observation window would be ideal. 
This design makes it easy to keep an 
eye on which eggs have pipped, or if it 
seems like a chick is struggling during 
the hatching process.

Where to Find Quail Eggs
If the incubator runs as expected, 

it’s time to set the eggs! There are 
many places to buy Coturnix quail 
eggs online. Many breeders ship only 
on specific days of the week and may 
have some lead time built in before 
shipping, so be aware of this with 
your hatching timeline. Make sure 
to order eggs specifically designated 
for hatching, as quail eggs can also 
be sold for eating or crafting and are 
not viable to hatch. There are multiple 
plumage color varieties to choose from, 
and Celadon eggs (blue-green eggs) 

are also available from some sellers. 
In the product description, note if a 
hatch rate guarantee or extra eggs will 
be included. These are not necessarily 
standard practices, but good perks if 
offered. There may also be pictures of 
the packaging they use. Foam squares 
with cut-outs that the eggs nestle into 
are ideal as they increase the safety and 
integrity of the eggs in transit.

Local Sellers
If you can find a local seller, you may 

be able to pick up the eggs in person. 
This is the best option, since the eggs 
spend the least time in shipping and 
aren’t exposed to variable temperatures. 
Farm supply stores occasionally carry 
or special-order Coturnix eggs, but 
there’s usually a required minimum 
of 50 eggs or more (more than my 
current capacity for quail!). If you have 
a few friends who’ll go in with you 
on a larger batch, that can be a helpful 
option.

When you order eggs, they’ll come packaged 
in foam.

For more information www.brinsea.com
or call 1-888-667-7009

Brinsea the world leading incubator manufacturer has 
a full line of incubators, brooders, egg candlers,
starter kits and much more! 
All with 3 year warranty.

If a hen could choose…

Incubation Specialists

Hatching your 
own chicks is fun, 
easy and reliable 

with Br insea

Free 
Color 

Catalog
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Eggs From Your Flock
If you already have quail, you can also 

hatch eggs from your own stock. Collect 
the eggs daily, and if you need to collect 
them over the course of a few days to 
gather enough for your hatch, store them 
at the mid-50-degree Fahrenheit range, 
with the points facing down. A fridge is 
too dry and cold for this. Eggs should 
be less than a week old when set in the 
incubator for better hatch yields. Avoid 
washing the eggs, as this removes the 
protective bloom on the shells. If there’s 
visible dirt on the egg, gently remove it 
with a soft-bristled brush or consider not 
setting it if the dirt is stubborn. Some 
raisers like to weigh the eggs and choose 
the largest ones to facilitate developing a 
line of larger birds (particularly for meat 
producers).

I prefer to already have the 
incubator running and set to the correct 
temperature and humidity level before 
putting in the eggs. Carefully inspect the 
eggs and discard any that are damaged. 
Set the eggs in the incubator according 
to the incubator’s instructions. If your 
incubator has rails, place the eggs, points 
down, in the egg “cups.”

Where to Put the Incubator
Once you have an incubator, there are 

a few factors in deciding where to put 
it during incubation. Choose a location 
that’s free from cold drafts or direct 
sunlight since this will make it hard 

eggs

for the heating system to regulate and 
maintain the proper temperature. The 
location should be a low-traffic area and 
one that’s protected from curious pets or 
children. Consider a contingency plan 
in the event of a power outage during 
incubation.

Clean and Sterilize
Make sure to thoroughly clean and 

sterilize the incubator and rails or 
inserts, following the manufacturer’s 
directions. Be sure to avoid submerging 
delicate sensory equipment, heating 
elements, motors, and computer 
component. I prefer to wash the 
incubator with warm, soapy water, and 
after rinsing, disinfect with a solution 
of ¼ cup bleach diluted in 1 gallon of 
water. Allow air-drying. It’s important 
not to mix bleach with a soap solution, 
which can create noxious fumes. Do 
not use chemical cleaners, as these 
compounds may absorb into the 
Styrofoam or plastic, which can harm 
the developing eggs. In the future, get 
into the habit of cleaning the incubator 
immediately after the chicks are moved 
to the brooder.

Test Before You Load
Once the incubator is clean, dry, 

and assembled, it’s time to do a test 
run. Put the incubator in your chosen 
location and plug in the power cord 
and automatic turner. The proper 

humidity level for quail is 45 % during 
the first 14 days (you may need to 
add a little water to the incubator to 
achieve this), and the temperature 
should be 99.5 degrees F. Ideally, 
have a separate thermometer and 
hygrometer to test the accuracy of 
the incubator reading. Make sure the 
incubator is keeping the temperature 
stable (minimal fluctuations of half 
a degree are not unusual). You can 
use this time to experiment with how 
much water to add, and how often, 
to achieve the goal humidity level. 
There are some incubators that include 
automated humidity control, or models 
that accommodate a kit for this.

Hatching Your Eggs
Days 1 through 14

Quail generally take 18 days to 
incubate, but they can hatch as early as 
day 16 or as late as day 20.

On day 14, you’ll need to stop 
turning the eggs. This means not only 
unplugging the automatic turner (if 
your model has a separate cord for 
that) but also removing the eggs from 
the rails and placing them carefully on 
the hatching floor.

For some incubators, the floor is 
already in place underneath the rails 
or incubating floor. For others, you’ll 
have to remove the incubating floor 
and replace it with the hatching floor.

Most incubators are not specifically 
designed for quail, so the floor grid is 
likely too wide for quail chick feet. Put 
down a layer or two of paper towels 
on the hatching floor, and then gently 
place the eggs on the paper towels. 
This process should be done as quickly 
and carefully as possible to avoid 
having the incubator get too cold or 
dry. As far as candling eggs goes, I 
personally don’t bother with it, since 
the coloration of the shell makes it 
difficult to see and the extra handling 
risks damage to the egg.

Day 15 and After
On day 15, after you’ve set the eggs 

on the hatching floor, the humidity 
Eggs point down in the turner rails.
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KELLY BOHLING is a native of 
Lawrence, Kansas. She works 
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between gigs and lessons, she 
can be found in the garden 
or spending time with her 
animals, including quail and 
French Angora rabbits. Kelly 
also spins the Angora fiber 
from her rabbits into yarn, 
which can be found in her 
Etsy shop, Three Rabbit Yarns. 
She enjoys finding ways her 
animals and garden can 
benefit each other for a more 
sustainable urban homestead. 
You can also follow her on 
Instagram.

needs to be increased to 55 to 70%. Add 
additional water to the incubator, being 
careful not to spill on the eggs or paper 
towels. You may notice some movement 
in the eggs at this point, and they should 
start pipping around day 15 or so.

Hatching
As chicks start hatching, do not 

open the incubator unless absolutely 
necessary, as this releases heat and 
humidity, and can cause unhatched 
chicks to be shrink-wrapped in the egg. 
Hatched chicks can stay in the incubator 
for up to 24 hours, and at that point, you 
can quickly move them to the brooder, 
which should already be up and running 
at temperature. Work quickly to have the 
incubator open for the smallest amount 
of time possible. In ideal circumstances, 
all chicks will hatch within 24 hours, but 
that’s not always the case.

Pipping and Zipping
Keep an eye on chicks that have 

pipped or partially hatched but haven’t 
made progress for several hours. A 
pipped opening that has closed over 
again is an emergency situation that 
requires immediate intervention.

Assisting a hatching chick is a 
last resort and should be done only 
when they’ve dried out and are stuck. 
I start conservatively, removing the 
partially hatched egg quickly from the 
incubator, and carefully removing a 
piece of shell around the pip opening. 
I might get the chick started with 
“unzipping” the rounded end of 
the shell. If the chick seems free-
moving and encouraged, this may 
be enough, and it can be put back 
in the incubator. If the feathers are 
dried and gunky, however, it’s shrink-
wrapped and stuck in the shell, and 
won’t be able to hatch on its own. This 
situation is best avoided by higher 
humidity levels, and not opening the 
incubator unnecessarily. I ran into 
this with an incubator I’d used for 
several successful hatches before and 
discovered that the hygrometer was 
giving inaccurately high readings. I 
now keep a secondary hygrometer in 
the incubator to avoid this.

Rest assured that with proper 
preparation and accurate temperature 
and humidity, a quail egg hatch rarely 
has complications. Quail are a joy to 
hatch, and it’s amazing to see how fast 
they grow. 

READY TO SHIP IN 72 HOURS!
Order online at EzFitSheds.com

4X6' 
CHICKEN 
COOP
• 12-14 Chickens

• 82''  Tall with
 EZ-Skid Runners

• Moveable with
garden tractor

• Shipped partially
assembled

Enjoy free-range, fresh eggs 
with your own chicken coop!

Call for a FREE brochure!  
1-800-359-7522Order at EzFitSheds.com  |  Made in America



42     BACKYARD POULTRY  |  APRIL/MAY 2023

landraces

Swedish Hedemora 
Chickens Introducing a

Little-Known, 
Hardy, Landrace 
Fowl from Sweden

Geographic Origins
If you were to divide the map 

of Sweden into three similarly 
sized sections, each separated by a 
horizontal line, you might readily 
notice the landmass of Dalarna County 
in the lower part of the central section. 

BY DOUG OTTINGER

Heavily forested and breathtakingly 
beautiful, Dalarna County also has a 
large amount of arable farmland that 
has been cultivated for well over half a 
millennium.

Within the county lies both the 
smaller city as well as the larger 

municipal region of Hedemora. By 
municipal population standards, both 
are rather small. The city of Hedemora 
has just under 7,300 residents, while 
the larger municipality surrounding 
the city boasts a little over 15,000. The 
region has a geographic and social 
history going back over 700 years. 
A famous church that still stands 
today, simply known as the Hedemora 
Church, was mentioned in written 
records as early as 1362. Today, 
the region is known for diversified 
mining, auto and engine parts 
manufacturing, forestry, and widely 
diversified agricultural production. 
With a lengthy history of agriculture 
and farming, several well-established 
landrace breeds of livestock have been 
developed within the region, including 
the unique Hedemora chickens.

While winters are not extremely 
cold by Scandinavian standards, winter 
temperatures are still often below 
freezing, and the warmest summer 
temperatures tend to not exceed 75 
degrees Fahrenheit. Landrace breeds 
that developed in the region are known 
to be cold hardy and able foragers.

Just How Hardy are 
Hedemora Fowl?

Hedemora fowl are known to 
be hardy? Living in far Northwest 
Minnesota, hardiness often takes on 
a different meaning than it might in 
other areas. When I found a breeder 
in Rosenort, Manitoba, Canada, just 
a three-hour drive from my house, 
I took an interest. The open prairies 
of Manitoba have some of the most 
inclement winter weather any chicken 
keeper would ever want to endure.

Poultry breeder Candace Lylyk, 
owner of Breezy Bird Farms, was 
very willing to share her first-hand 
knowledge about this landrace 
breed with me. With biosecurity as 
a foremost concern, Candace was 
kind enough to have several of her 
Hedemora chickens already separated 
for me to look at and hold.

According to Candace, not only 

This article is available as 
an audio article on the 
Backyard Poultry website. 
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do the poultry she raises have to be 
hardy enough to endure the winters, 
but they also need to be able to adjust 
to the sudden warmth and humidity 
of the short summers. As a breeder 
of over 40 breeds and varieties of 
chickens and quail, any breed she 
raises needs to be able to meet climatic 
extremes. Customers she sells to in 
Canada also need birds that can meet 
these challenges. Hedemora chickens 
have proved capable of meeting these 
demands.

Unique Little Birds
Most Hedemora landrace fowl tend 

to be rather small in size. While not 
as small as true bantams, most birds 
tend to be in the 3- to 4-pound range, 
with a few strains reaching 5 pounds. 
The fowl are not a true “breed” in the 
sense of breeding standards but are 
a closely related group of landrace 
fowl that have developed over the 
centuries, in the farmland of the 
Hedemora and Dalarna districts. As 
such, the birds exhibit a fair amount 
of outward, or phenotypic differences, 
in both plumage and skin colors. Yet, 
as an inter-related group, all have 
developed some similar characteristics 
for survival in the geographic regions 
where they evolved. One of the most 
noted characteristics is a thick, heavy 
layer of down undercoating. Hedemora 
fowl, which have a feather pattern 
known as “wooly” or “wooly-silky” 
feathering, also have a type of downy-
looking, insulating feathering that 
extends at least halfway up the shaft of 
the contour feathers covering the body.

Feather Varieties
Hedemoras are divided into three 

distinct varieties based on feather 
patterns: One is the “wooly” or 
“wooly-silky” feathered type of 
plumage. This plumage looks very 
much, at first glance, like a silky 
feathering, often blended with standard 
feathering on the body. However, 
instead of a silky feel, it is coarser 
in texture, with coarse, insulatory, 
downy feathering on the lower half 
of each contour feather. The second 

variety is a smooth or “hard-feathered” 
variety, which also has thick, downy 
under-feathering. The third consists 
of feather-legged fowl, which can 
be found in both wooly and smooth 
feather patterns. This breakdown into 
three groups is very broad-based. As a 
landrace group, there is much external 
variation between individual birds, 
such as visible feather colors and 
patterns and even skin color.

A broad range and mix of 
feather colors can be found within 

• Chicks • Turkeys • Ducklings
• Goslings • Guineas

• Gamebirds • Bantams
• Equipment • Books
Call 717-365-3694

www.hoffmanhatchery.com
PO Box 129BP
Gratz, PA 17030

FREE 
CATALOG!!

For more info & a retailer near you: 
800.367.1534     www.sweetpdz.com/cooprefresher
For more info & a retailer near you: 
800.367.1534     www.sweetpdz.com/cooprefresher/

hooray for 
      Sweet PDZ.

 
      
are ammonia-free,

Scratch 
      ‘n Sniff

Coop Refresher from
the #1 stall freshener

Sweet PDZ

the coop buzzes 
with glee.

Odors Flee,



44     BACKYARD POULTRY  |  APRIL/MAY 2023

landraces

this landrace and are prevalent 
throughout all three basic varieties 
and feather patterns. Birds may 
range from pure white to reds, buffs, 
browns, greys, and black, with 
many birds having mixes of several 
colors throughout their feathering. 
One very interesting feature of this 
landrace group is the broad range 
of skin pigmentations that can be 
found. While some birds have white 
skin or white skin with a pink tint, 
many others are carriers of a genetic 
trait known as fibromelanosis. In 
these fowl, the skin is either black 
or a shade of purplish-black or 
purplish-blue, depending on the 
genetic makeup of the bird. Other 
well-known breeds that carry this 
color pattern include Silkies, Ayam 
Cemanis, and another Swedish 
landrace breed, the Svart Hona. In 
fibromelanistic poultry, muscles, 
bones, and internal organs tend to 
range from an extremely dark purple 
to an actual black.

Body Conformation
The shank color of light-

skinned birds is usually white, but 
fibromelanistic birds will have black, 
blue-grey, purplish-gray, or white 
shanks with dark undertones. Yellow 
shanks are also reported but tend to 
be somewhat rare in North American 
flocks. Breeders in Sweden, however, 

have reported that yellow shanks are 
common.

Straight combs seem to predominate 
within the group. Combs and wattles 
are small to medium in size, as part of 
the adaption to the colder climate in 
which they evolved.

Egg Production
Hedemora hens lay, on average, 

about 150 small to medium, cream-
colored or light brown eggs each year. 
Hens are often known to produce 
steadily for five years or more. 
Candace showed me one of her little 
breeder hens that was five years old 
and still laying regularly. She told me 
that both the hatch rate and viability of 
the offspring from these eggs were still 
very acceptable.

Temperament
Both hens and roosters tend to 

be gentle and docile, but there can 
always be the occasional aberration, 
especially with the males. Maternal 
instincts of females tend to vary, 
depending on individual birds and 
family lines. Because of the warm 
downy under-feathering, females with 
broody instincts are reportedly able 
to incubate larger numbers of eggs 
than females of other breeds without 
the heavy down feathering. Candace 
reported that the birds are excellent 
foragers in the summer, but adjust 
very well to confinement as well as 
roaming free.

If you are looking for a medium-
sized, hardy, highly adaptable landrace 
fowl that is docile and will produce 
eggs for longer than many other 
breeds, Hedemoras just might be 
worth considering. 

DOUG OTTINGER lives, 
works, and writes from 
his small hobby farm in 
Northwest Minnesota. Doug's 
educational background is in 
agriculture with an emphasis 
in poultry and avian science.Candace Lylyk holding one of her hens.

Hedemora hen enjoying the warm season.

Their feathers look more like clusters of hair 
than bird feathers.
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STORY BY DOUG OTTINGER 
PHOTOS COURTESY OF CANDACE LYLEK OF BREEZY BIRD FARMS.

landraces

WHEN WORKING 
WITH poultry or other 
farm animals, the terms 

"landrace strain, landrace breed, or 
landrace animal" will often come up. 
Just what is a landrace animal? Very 
simply, landrace poultry (or other farm 
animals) are distinct types or strains 
of animals that have developed in a 
specific geographic region through 
natural breeding or natural selection 
over a period of many years. While 
there is no set, magical timeline for a 

A young Hmong cockrel.

LANDRACE FOWL

Because fowl were developed 
through natural breeding, they 
retain traits of broodiness and 
natural mothering.

Creating a breed just for your farm.

Swedish Flower Hen rooster.

Swedish Flower Hen.

landrace strain to acquire such a status, 
it usually takes a minimum of several 
decades of natural selection for such 
strains to develop, and, in many cases, 
a landrace strain may have developed 
over a period of several hundred years 
in an area. 

Breeding Without Interference
Landrace strains of poultry differ 

from conventional breeds in that 
they were allowed to breed naturally 
with little interference from humans 
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for the selection of certain traits or 
a certain look. The genetic material 
of such strains, or groups, became 
spread throughout the flocks of small 
geographic regions and villages, as 
farm families bartered, sold, and 
exchanged poultry with each other.

A breed of poultry or livestock, on 
the other hand, has evolved from a 
multi-generational period of selective 
choices of parent stock to meet a 
certain look or have certain traits, 
and meet standards that humans have 
set as to the way they think the given 
breed should look or perform. While 
selective breeding for individual 
traits is definitely not a bad thing, 
the unfortunate reality still exists that 
when breeding for a certain standard 
or look, the genetic pool is often 
narrowed down, and many intrinsic, 
valuable, hidden traits can be bred out 
and lost.

Because they have developed 
through natural breeding and selection, 
and have survived with minimal 
human intrusion into this process 
for many generations, landrace fowl 
usually retain traits of broodiness 
and natural mothering. These strains 
of poultry have also developed in 
response to local weather conditions 
and climate extremes, including 
extreme heat, extreme cold, rain, snow, 
or even abnormally dry conditions.

Landraces have often developed 
with minimal shelter and are apt 
foragers, their metabolisms having 
adapted to local sources of food which 
they forage on their own. This does 
not mean that they were constantly 
left unattended in a wild state or 
that human beings did not do some 
selective breeding. In most cases, fowl 
in colder climates were fed grain and 
other foods during winter and at times 
when they could not readily forage.

On the whole, however, these flocks 
usually had to survive and forage on 
their own, at least during the summer 
months when natural feeds were 
available. Natural flock mating and 
reproduction, including incubation and 
brooding, were the norm. Shelter for 
these birds often varied, depending on 

local climates and seasons, and many 
strains learned to survive and evade 
predators while foraging and roosting 
outdoors.

Landrace Poultry Breeds
Landrace chickens include such 

groups or “breeds” as Icelandic 
Chickens, Swedish Flower Hens, and 
Swedish Hedemoras, all hailing from 
the colder regions of Scandinavia. 
Fowl such as Egyptian Fayoumis have 

a long and established history, going 
back several thousand years, in the hot 
and dry climate of the Nile villages 
of Egypt. The nation of Hungary 
has seven landrace breeds that it 
considers national treasures, including 
Transylvania Naked Neck Fowl and 
Hungarian Yellow Chickens.

Breeds like the Sumatra were 
originally brought to the United 
States in the 1840s from the warm, 
tropical setting of Sumatra and the 
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Sundu Islands of Western Indonesia. 
Araucana chickens, in their native 
Chile, were a well-established landrace 
group when first brought to the United 
States in the 1930s.

Another very hardy landrace strain 
that has made its way to the United 
States and Canada in the past 50 
years is the Hmong Fowl from the 
tropical, upland mountain regions of 
Laos, Cambodia, and Viet Nam. Other 
types of non-chicken, landrace fowl 

landraces

include: Danish landrace geese from 
Denmark; Scania geese from Sweden; 
Bavarian landrace geese from Bayern, 
or Bavaria, Germany; Danish landrace 
ducks; and the original strains of 
Chocolate turkeys from the southern 
United States.

Bred for Hardiness
Landrace fowl are hardy. Many 

strains have survived by developing 
various levels of immunity to local 
bacterial or viral threats that could 
be troublesome to non-native breeds. 
They are also often known to not only 
be hardy within their own geographic 
climate, but a few can readily adapt to 
inclement weather conditions different 
from those found in their native 
lands. One prime example of this is 
the Hmong Chicken. Poultry breeder 
Candace Lylyk, in Manitoba Canada, 
began breeding these birds several years 
ago and found them adaptable and 
hardy in the harsh, inclement, winter 
weather of the Canadian prairies.

In some cases, landrace groups of 

fowl such as geese and ducks may 
have a very homogenous look, with 
little outward diversity. In the case 
of chickens, however, many landrace 
strains (but not all) from the same region 
may show a great deal of diversity in 
feather patterns, feather colors, leg or 
shank colors, and comb types.

In visiting with Candace Lylyk 
I learned that one of the biggest 
concerns she has in breeding 
smaller groups of landrace fowl is 
to make sure her breeding project is 
broad enough — and well-planned 
enough — to maintain the wide 
array of valuable genetic material 
within the strains she is keeping and 
perpetuating. It is very easy to lose 
valuable genetic components unique 
to a landrace group when breeding 
limited numbers of individuals, even if 
using flock mating systems.

This is one problem faced when 
groups of poultry keepers become 
interested in a certain landrace type of 
fowl. Excitement grows. Sooner or later, 
a breed club is established. And in the 
natural course of human events, a select 
group of individuals forms a committee 
that decides what the breed should look 
like. Select traits are suddenly chosen 
and mandated as the “perfect” standard, 
and any other traits are eventually bred 
out and lost. Often, these may include 
hidden genetic components such as 
hardiness, disease resistance, disease 
immunity, ability to forage, and ability 
to metabolize naturally occurring 
feedstuffs, as well as propensities in 
the hens for broodiness and natural 
mothering. Many unique, basic, outward 
traits are also often lost from these fowl 
in this same process.

Landrace fowl have many unique 
advantages, as well as beautiful arrays 
of genetic diversity not always found 
in the more established true breeds. If 
nothing else, keeping a few unusual 
landrace fowl to your flock will very 
likely make you the envy of all your 
poultry-keeping friends! 
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STORY BY REBECCA KREBS
PHOTOS BY REBECCA AND ANGELA KREBS.

HERITAGE TURKEY BREEDS 
ARE only beginning to recover 
from the severe population 

decline they experienced in the 
mid-1900s when commercial broad-
breasted turkeys monopolized the 
market. Consequently, there isn’t much 
variability in the quality of heritage 
turkey breeds offered for sale today. 
Many strains, or distinct bloodlines, 
are small, bony, and unproductive — 
hardly living up to the heritage turkey’s 
reputation as an excellent, sustainable 
meat bird. However, through selection 
by dedicated breeders, some strains 
have again attained the distinction 
of their forbearers. Start your 
breeding flock by choosing a 
strain with the traits that will be 
a worthwhile investment of your 
time and money.

The Importance of Strains
Size is a defining 

characteristic of quality strains. 
If, on average, a strain meets 
the ideal weight for the variety, 
it is a strong indicator that the 
breeder has selected meaty birds. 
Undesirable strains frequently 
fall 30% below ideal weights. 

landraces

Raising  
Heritage  
Turkey Breeds

This discrepancy is largely due to a 
lack of fleshing that results in scrawny-
dressed birds.

The American Poultry Association’s 
(APA) Standard of Perfection is the 
authoritative source for the weights, as 
well as the preferred coloration, of the 
eight APA-recognized heritage turkey 
varieties, the Standard Bronze, White 
Holland, Narragansett, Black, Slate, 
Bourbon Red, Beltsville Small White, 
and Royal Palm. Prominent breeders 
or preservation organizations are the 
best sources for accurate information 
about varieties that aren’t found in the 
Standard of Perfection.

It can be difficult to acquire strains 
meeting ideal weights, particularly 
among the rarest heritage turkey 
breeds that are in desperate need of 
preservation and advocacy. If one of 
these varieties piques your interest, start 
with the best strain you can find and 
continue to improve it through selective 
breeding.

Body Conformation
Besides weight, the APA Standard 

of Perfection emphasizes that “Body 
conformation in turkeys is of great 
importance. The body should be broad, 
round, and the breast full; the legs and 

shanks must be large, straight, 
and well set.”

Narrow or shallow turkeys 
don’t have the frame to 
carry good fleshing. Such 
conformational faults are 
common in unselected heritage 
strains. Broad-breasted turkeys 
are on the other extreme; their 
massive breasts and short legs 
and keels hinder their movement 
and prevent them from natural 
mating. This highlights the need 
for both meatiness and structural 
balance in heritage turkeys in 

Get the Best Results by Starting Your Flock with a Quality Strain
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order to produce good table birds while 
preserving traits related to long-term 
health, reproductive success, and 
foraging capability.

Weight Gain
Compared to front-heavy, broad-

breasted varieties, the carriage of 
well-balanced heritage turkeys is notably 
upstanding. Their backs, carried at about 
45 degrees, deepen into full, round 
breasts carried slightly above horizontal. 
Fleshing is more evenly distributed 
over their breasts, thighs, and legs. 
Their keel and leg bones are straight, 
stout, and relatively long, which allows 
heritage birds to support substantial meat 
production without it infringing on their 
freedom of movement.

Heritage turkey breeds grow their 
frame before they put on flesh, so it is 
normal for juveniles to look gawky and 
unsubstantial. This desirable growth 
pattern allows the skeletal system and 
organs to develop before supporting the 
growth of muscle.

Ready to Butcher
Turkeys are ready to butcher when 

their breasts are well-rounded and their 
feathers finish growing in. With proper 
nutrition, quality young heritage toms 
reach this stage at around 28 weeks old, 
and young hens reach it a couple of 
weeks earlier. Avoid strains that need 
more than 30 weeks to mature. They are 
inefficient, requiring a lot more feed to 
raise without producing any more meat.

Turkeys as Egg-Layers
The rate of maturity also impacts 

turkeys’ productivity as breeding stock. 
Quality heritage turkeys begin mating 
and laying eggs as young as seven 
months and no later than their first 
spring as adults.

Turkey hens are seasonal layers, 
producing the most eggs in the spring 
breeding season. In their noteworthy 
book, Turkey Management, Stanley 

28-week-old tom showing good carriage and
fullness of breast.

Bourbon Red breeding-age hen.

New  
coop
lights!
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J. Marsden and J. Holmes Martin
explain that young hens should have
a minimum production rate of 50%
during the breeding season. For
example, a hen must produce at least
45 eggs within the 90 days between
the beginning of March and June 1.

That being said, the best heritage 
turkey strains under management 
conditions conducive to year-round 
laying can produce 150 or more 
eggs per year. Hens should lay for 
5 to 7 years, though egg production 
decreases with age.

RESOURCES:
• American Poultry Association, Inc.
American Standard of Perfection
2010. Burgettstown: American
Poultry Association, 2010.
• Marsden, Stanley J., and J. Holmes
Martin. Turkey Management. 4th ed.
Danville: Interstate, 1946.

Fertility Rates
Finally, rates of fertility, hatchability, 

and poult survivability are essential 
statistics for the assessment of a strain’s 
health, vigor, and value as a sustainable 
breeding flock. Young turkeys’ fertility 
should be 90% or higher in eggs 
laid during the breeding season. The 
percentage of those eggs that hatch 
can be even more indicative of vigor. 
Marsden and Martin stress, “High 
hatchability is a most important point 
to consider when purchasing breeding 
stock. In good flocks from 80% to 85% 
of the fertile eggs should hatch under 
satisfactory incubation conditions.” 

At least 90% of the poults should 
survive when brooded and fed 
appropriately. For naturally hatched 
and reared poults, the strength of hens’ 
mothering instincts, which is encouraged 
in heritage turkey breeds, plays a 
significant role in the poults’ survival.

Ready to Start Your Flock?
So, how do you put this information 

to use when starting your flock? Ask 
questions. Competent breeders record 
all the statistics discussed here and are 
happy to share that information with 

customers. Just make sure the breeder 
obtained the statistics from their flock 
specifically. It is very common for sellers 
to quote generalized statistics about the 
variety, which may or may not describe 
the traits of their own strain.

Good questions to start with 
include: 
• What do your adult turkeys weigh?
• What do young turkeys weigh at
butcher age?
• At what age are they ready to
butcher?
• At what age do hens start laying?
• How many eggs do they lay?
• What are their average fertility and
hatchability rates?
• You can either look at the breeding
flock in person or procure photographs
to see body conformation.

It may take some searching to find a 
quality strain of heritage turkeys, but 
their superior table quality, efficiency, 
and productivity are worth the effort. 
And you’ll have a hand in preserving 
an important part of America’s 
heritage agriculture. 

REBECCA KREBS is a 
freelance writer who lives 
in the Rocky Mountains of 
Montana. She owns and 
operates North Star Poultry 
(northstarpoultry.com), a 
small hatchery specializing in 
Blue Laced Red Wyandottes, 
Rhode Island Reds, and four 
exclusive chicken varieties. 
She also participates in her 
family’s Bourbon Red Turkey 
breeding program. 
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A Family  Owned Business in  Hurr icane,  UT

www.ChickenCoopCompany.com

*Online competitors sell similar looking designs, but with scaled-down dimensions and 
stripped-down details. Our structural bracing, supported nesting boxes and nesting rods are a must. 

Without these structural details, our competitor coops will sag and fail.

We have tounge and groove panel construction, 
structural braces, galvanized cleaning tray, supported 
nesting boxes, pre-drilled & visibly marked screw lo-
cations, weather flashing to keep the inside dry, auto 
adjusting locks,  shipped flat via FedEx.

Engineered for StrengthEasy AssemblyPre-Built Panels

FREE Hand-Sewn Egg Apron!
C o m p a r e  O u r  Q u a l i t y  B e f o r e  Y o u  B u y !

Chicken Coops!
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BY BRUCE INGRAM

LAST SUMMER, MY WIFE, 
Elaine, and I had only one of our 
heritage Rhode Island Red hens 

become broody, and that hen hatched 
just two chicks, which we named Augie 
and Angie. We were especially happy 
about Augie’s arrival as we had a lone 
rooster for our two runs and were 

desperate for a second roo to grow our 
overall flock. This largely explains 
why I hesitated to dispatch Augie in 
April when he charged and tried to flog 
me two separate times. Both times, in 
self-defense, I firmly batted him away 
when he attacked my legs. This seemed 
to stop his aggressive behavior toward 

me for a while, though Elaine was 
understandably afraid to enter Augie's 
run.

Meanwhile, I tried several standard 
rooster behavior modification methods 
with the rogue roo. I picked him up and 
held him firmly (specifically his core 
and both wings) against my side. At 
times, I also would cradle him against 
my body with his head held firmly and 
pointed downward. The objective of 
these two actions was to show who was 
the backyard’s alpha male and lawgiver. 
I also repeatedly visited the flock and 
dispensed treats, again to reinforce 
my role as master and food-giver. 
Additionally, whenever I entered the 
run, I walked freely about and exhibited 
no fear of Augie — again to show 
who was the alpha. For a while, the 
modification program seemed to work.

However, one of the traits of some 
young cockerels is that they are very 
sexually active their first year of 
rooster-hood — and so it was with 
Augie. In fact, he was so aggressive 

chickens and roosters

The The THREE THREE 
STRIKES STRIKES 
RULERULE  for Bad Boysfor Bad Boys
Roosters are a 
useful part of 
your flock, but 
sometimes you 
have to limit  
the number.
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This 11-month-old cockerel doesn’t have much to show in regard to spurs but already sports 
impressive plumage.
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No purchase necessary. A purchase will not increase your chances of winning. Open to legal residents of the continental United States (excluding Hawaii). 
Entrants must be 18 years of age or older. Sweepstakes begins 01/24/2023 and ends 06/28/2023. See official rules online at  

backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/sweepstakes/brinsea-spring-2023 I Sponsor: Backyard Poultry, 1503 SW 42nd St., Topeka, KS 66609.

backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/sweepstakes/brinsea-spring-2023 

Enter the Brinsea and 
Backyard Poultry Giveaway! 

Convenience and flexibility 
make the Maxi 24 Advance 
the ideal incubator for any 
breeder. Automatic turning, 
countdown to hatch day 
and comprehensive alarms 
provide reassurance of 
hatching success.

More details 
online!

$350!
Enter for your 

chance to win 

this package 

valued at 

toward the hens in his run that I had to 
send him to the adjacent coop to give 
his former ladies a break. I moved his 
three-year-old sire, Friday, to Augie’s 
former domain.

Nevertheless, not long after the 
rooster exchange, I was walking outside 
the run when Augie aggressively 
approached the edge of the fence, 
lowered his head, and performed the 
rooster mating shuffle toward me — 
a sure sign of hostility. Augie also 
continued to be rather persistent in his 
mating efforts, which is normal with 
cockerels. But he also tended to harshly 
peck his hens when they would not 
submit — again a concern, but part of 
cockerel behavior … to a degree.

One morning, though, Augie went 
well beyond what is acceptable mating 
behavior even for a cockerel. One of the 
hens refused to submit and he chased 
her around the run for over a minute. 
Finally, the hen stopped, lowered herself 
into the submissive mating posture, 
and waited for Augie to mount her. He 

When and how to humanely dispatch a cockerel.

The ideal time to dispatch a rooster is about a half hour before sunrise. The 
bird will have passed everything he ate the day before and will be quite 
sedate as he perches on a roost in the coop. Yet there will be enough light 
for you to see what you’re doing.

After taking a rooster from the roost, I bring him to our woodlot and slice his 
neck with a sharp butcher knife. Even cockerels possess very stout, thick 
necks, and this is the most merciful and quickest way to end matters.

Why we prefer to slow cook roosters.

Rooster meat can be a little tough, especially if the bird is older. This 
problem can be solved inside a slow cooker. Covering the bird with chicken 
broth, Elaine cooks our birds for 4 to 5 hours on medium.

charged the hen and, instead of mating, 
began hammering her on the head with 
his beak. The hen collapsed in fear; 
and horrified, I ran to the run’s door, 
burst through, and picked up Augie 
who was still attacking the helpless 
hen. I immediately took him inside our 
woodlot where I dispatched him.

I don’t enjoy killing any wayward 
rooster, but I strongly believe that the 
prime motivation of chicken raisers 
should be to maintain the health and 
safety of their flocks. Quite simply, 
Augie had violated my three-strike 
rule with his attacks on me, the fence 
incident, and, finally and frankly most 
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chickens and roosters

importantly, the brutalizing of a hen. 
For the health and safety of his flock, 
Augie simply had to depart the scene.

I know killing a bird is hard, and 
understandably so, for many backyard 
enthusiasts. For example, earlier this 
year, a reader of this website emailed 
me about a problem roo who was 
terrorizing her hens and attacking her 
as well. She added that her rooster was 
“such a good boy.” My response was 
that the bird’s actions were not those 
of a good boy and that she, at the very 
least, should remove that rooster from 
the flock before he actually killed one 
of his hens — and don’t think that that 
can’t happen.

When Elaine and I first started 
raising chickens, we had a very 
aggressive rooster who would even 
force hens out of their nest boxes 
when he wanted to mate with them. 
That roo had a favorite hen he often 
attacked multiple times every day 
so as to corner and mount her. One 
day, we found the one-year-old 
female dead in the henhouse, her 
back largely featherless from the 
non-stop mating. Yes, it’s true that 
we didn’t see the rooster kill this hen, 
but the circumstantial evidence was 
damming.

So, by all means, before you decide 
to kill an overly belligerent rooster, try 
some behavior modification methods. 
But also remember the three-strike rule 
and our responsibilities to our flocks as 
a whole. 

Augie, the chick on the right, was cute and cuddly at this age but eventually terrorized his hens.
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BRUCE INGRAM is a freelance 
writer and photographer. 
He and wife, Elaine, are the 
co-authors of Living the 
Locavore Lifestyle, a book 
about living off the land. 
Get in touch with them at 
BruceIngramOutdoors@
gmail.com.

Storey's Illustrated Guide to Poultry Breeds
Fowl Facts and Photos for Over 128 Birds
BY CAROL EKARIUS

This definitive guide to North American barnyard and wildfowl 
includes a brief history of each breed, detailed descriptions 

of identifying characteristics, and 
colorful photography of more than 
128 birds that celebrate the birds' 
quirky personalities and charming 
good looks. If it's fowl facts and 
photos you want, you'll find them all 
here $24.95
 

This title is available at  
shop.iamcountryside.com  
or by calling 970-392-4419. 
Mention promo code MBPPANZ6. 
Item #4297.
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Starter Coops begins with the necessary elements of every chicken coop — 
safely constructed, predator-proof, ideally sized, draft-free, and weather-proof, 
and then goes beyond to personalize the coop to the needs of the keeper and 
their flock. The author discusses power sources, water stations, nesting boxes, and 
dusting boxes in addition to architectural and design elements. From planning 
for the future coop and purchasing the needed tools and materials to the actual 
construction, this book offers detailed step-by-step instructions to the beginning 
keeper. Color drawings assist the reader with building a confined coop, chicken 
tractor, nesting boxes, portable perches, expanded brooders, A-frame hide, and 
lean-to hide.   Item #11858 | $14.95

Starter Coops

Order by calling 970-392-4419  
or visit: Shop.IAmCountryside.com 

Promo Code: MBPPANZ2.  Price does not include shipping and handling.

A Full-Color Introductory Guide 
For Your Chickens First Home
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STORY BY ERIN SNYDER 

chickens and roosters

OFTEN OVERLOOKED BY 
small backyard flock owners, 
Golden Comets have been 

raised mostly by commercial farms and 
for those wishing to start their own egg 
business. However, Golden Comets 
have a lot to offer backyard enthusiasts. 
With their excellent egg production and 
winning personalities, Golden Comets 
can’t be beat. 

What Are Comets?
Golden Comets are part of a group of 

chickens called sex-links, meaning the 
breed can be sexed by the color of its 
down when the chick hatches, saving 
backyard chicken owners the stress of 
unwanted roosters. Male chicks hatch 
a pale yellow that will turn into creamy 
white feathers as the rooster matures. 
Comet roosters also sport a little bit of red 

Discover the pros of owning  
these one-of-a-kind-chickens.

in the neck and saddle feathers. Female 
chicks hatch a reddish buff-colored down 
that will grow into beautiful golden-red 
feathers as the hen matures. Female 
Comets sport a few white feathers in their 
uniquely colored feather pattern.

Comets, like all sex-links, are 
considered to be a hybrid. The reason for 
this is the breed doesn’t breed true. If you 
breed a Golden Comet hen and rooster 
together, the chicks will not be sex-linked. 
The only way to sex the chicks accurately 
is through traditional vent sexing. The trait 
of not breeding true is often considered a 
con by many chicken enthusiasts.

The pros to not being able to breed 
true are that Golden Comets (and other 
sex-links) are not prone to many of 
the health problems found in purebred 
chickens. Also, starting each generation 
of chickens from the new parent stock 

keeps these chickens from becoming 
too interbred.

Comets should never be confused with 
auto-sexing chickens. The difference 
between auto-sexing and sex-links is 
that auto-sexing chickens breed true, 
producing auto-sexing young.

Egg Production
The number one reason most people 

keep Comets is for their excellent egg 
production. Hens produce an abundance of 
extra-large eggs for the first three years of 
their lives (averaging 5+ large brown eggs 
weekly) before egg production declines. 
Eggs vary in color from a light creamy 
brown to a deep red-brown. Some Comet 
hens will even lay eggs with speckles 
similar to a Welsummer hen’s eggs.

Golden Comets are reliable egg layers 
and will easily outproduce all the other 
hens in your hen house. There is a 
reason commercial brown egg farms and 
small egg business owners alike choose 
Golden Comets over any other breed.

Lovely Personality
A Golden Comet hen’s personality 

is easily her best trait. Her sweet, 
people-loving personality will win 
over the hearts of even the non-chicken 
enthusiast. Comet hens bond very close 
to their human families and will happily 
follow their owners anywhere. Some 
Comets even prefer the company of their 
favorite human over their flock mates.

Golden Comets require a lot of 
attention from their owners, especially 
if bonded from an early age to a human. 
They are sweet and affectionate hens who 
will happily sit on your lap for hours.

When they are not snuggling with 
their favorite human, Comets can often 
be found begging for a treat. These girls 
are extremely food motivated, and some 
will even try to beg for treats from your 
neighbors. (Yes, that is experience talking.)

Common Comet Myths
The most common Comet myth 

is that they do not act like normal 
chickens. Many poultry enthusiasts 
believe that because they don’t breed 

WHY 
COMETS?
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true, this somehow makes these lively 
hens inferior to heritage chicken breeds.

Having raised both heritage and 
hybrid hens side by side, I can honestly 
say that Comets do behave just like 
every other chicken breed.

MYTH: Comets do not know how to 
forage.

Golden Comets love to forage and 
can easily clear a six-foot fence to find 
“greener pastures” or your next-door 
neighbor’s garden. While it is advisable 
to cover all chicken runs with ½-inch 
hardware cloth to keep poultry in and 
predators out, Comets must have a 
covered run to keep these girls contained.

MYTH: Comets are not good 
brooders or mothers.

This myth is both true and false. 
Comet hens do not generally go broody 
and oftentimes will not take on the role 
of a surrogate mother. However, my 
Golden Comets are usually the first 
hens to welcome new members of the 
flock. Most are very tolerant of baby 
chicks and will gladly hang out in the 
brooder with them. Keep in mind to 
only allow hens to interact with new 
chicks when you are there to supervise.

MYTH: Comets are mean to other 
chickens.

In my own personal experience, 
Golden Comets are the most peaceful 
hens in my flock. They don’t usually 
peck my other hens and prefer to stay 
out of flock squabbles.

Saving a Life
As mentioned above, Golden Comets 

are the brown egg layers of commercial 
egg farms, producing all the brown 
eggs you see in your local grocery 
store. Commercial hens (often referred 
to as battery hens) are forced to live 
in crowded conditions, with each hen 
living her entire life in the space of a 
standard sheet of paper. Battery hens 
have never seen the light of day nor felt 
green grass under their feet.

So, why Comets? Perhaps, the question 
should be, “Why not Comets?” 

The life of a battery hen is very sad, 
but thankfully there are several things 
backyard chicken keepers can do to help. 

REHOME EX BATTERY HENS: Some 
backyard chicken keepers have started 
adopting battery hens and providing them 
with a loving home. To learn more about 
this endeavor to rescue battery hens, 
please visit https://www.bhwt.org.uk/.

BUY LOCAL EGGS: Refusing to buy 
eggs from your local grocery store is by 
far the most common practice to avoid 
supporting battery hen farms.

SAVE A CHICK: Choosing to add even 
one Golden Comet to your next chick 
order will prevent that chick from knowing 
the cruel life of a battery hen. While 
this may seem like a small contribution, 
knowing that you have made a difference 
in one hen’s life is very rewarding.

ERIN SNYDER lives in the 
Northeast with her family 
and flock of pet chickens. She 
first fell in love with Golden 
Comets 14 years ago and 
refuses to have a chicken 
flock without at least two of 
these wonderful hens.

DEDICATED TO PROMOTING AND
PROTECTING STANDARD-BRED POULTRY

Benefits include:
Quarterly Newsletter-Annual Yearbook
Officially Sanctioned Shows and Judges

JOIN TODAY-Dues: $20 per year or $50 for 3 years
Junior members $20 per year or $50 for 3 years

American Poultry Association
PO Box 9, Lucasville, OH 45648

Phone: 740-876-4845 -  Email:  apasecretaryadkins@gmail.com
Website: amerpoultryassn.com

AmericAn Poultry AssociAtion
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building

BY CHRIS LESLEY

WHEN YOU ARE PLANNING 
to build a coop (and run) for 
your flock, either as a first-

time or experienced keeper, there are 
some questions to ask yourself.

F How many chickens do you want to 
keep?
F What are their breeds and sexes?
F Why do you want to raise chickens? 
Eggs? Meat? Pets?

You will also need to know what the 
climate is in your area, what kind of 
weather your coop will need to withstand, 
and what your options are in terms of 
placements for a coop in your yard.

Planning the Coop
Planning your chicken coop is 

probably the most important step in 

the process, as any builder will tell 
you. This means first choosing a coop 
plan, which, fortunately, is readily 
available for free online. Make sure 
your coop plan matches not only 
your flock but also the materials you 
have available. Many people like to 
build their coops from secondhand 
or scavenged materials, which cuts 
costs significantly. If you are using 
secondhand materials, make sure they 
will work with your intended coop plan 
or that the plan can be adapted to fit 
what you have available.

Choosing Size
The size of your chicken coop will 

depend, of course, on the size of your 
chickens. For standard hens, plan 
for four square feet per hen. Bantam 
breeds will only need two square feet 

each, but they will enjoy having extra 
vertical space. Giant breeds can need 
as much as eight square feet apiece. 
These numbers only hold true for hens, 
however, and if they have a chance to 
exercise outside. Roosters will require 
extra space, and birds without a run 
will need at least 10 square feet of 
floor space each. For your run, plan for 
10 square feet per chicken. Be sure to 
double-check for your specific breed, 
however, because some might need 
more space than others.

The Importance of Ventilation
Having proper ventilation is probably 

the most important thing to get right 
if you want to keep your chickens 
healthy. Heavy, constant airflow is 
crucial to the health of your flock, 
as chickens are susceptible to a wide 

5 THINGS TO KNOW BEFORE 
BUILDING A CHICKEN COOP 

Build for the flock you have now; you can always expand.

Building a chicken coop is a high-stakes, high-reward project.
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variety of respiratory infections, 
including coryza and avian flu. Good 
ventilation will also help keep your 
hens cool in the hot months, which 
will help prevent heat stroke and other 
complications. The simplest way to 
add ventilation to your coop is to 
add two vents near the ceiling above 
your perches. These can be open all 
year, as they will not create a draft for 
your sleeping hens. Additional vents 
throughout the coop will be necessary 
for hotter weather to keep your hens 
comfortable. Fans and air exchangers 
can also be used to increase airflow if 
needed.

Expected Cost
How much a chicken coop will 

cost depends largely on the materials 
you use and what tools and building 
supplies (screws, braces, hinges, etc.) 
you already have on hand. If you 
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If you’d like to read more and see examples of coop 
ideas, here are some helpful resources:

Coops with shade: https://backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/coops/
diy-chicken-coop-plans-that-add-shade/

Choosing the right size: https://backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/
coops/best-chicken-coop-size/

How coop design can mitigate disease: https://backyardpoultry.
iamcountryside.com/feed-health/top-5-chicken-diseases/

Finding inexpensive materials: https://backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.
com/coops/building-a-chicken-coop-11-cheap-ideas/

ChickSafe Eco and Advance
Automatic coop door openers…

protect your birds when you can’t
µ  Keeping your fl ock safe has never been easier or more 

reliable. With only one moving part, no mechanical switches 
and no calibration ChickSafe are the ultimate rugged, 
fuss free automatic coop door openers. 

µ A tough two-piece alloy door is also available. 

Visit www.brinsea.com
or call 1 888 667 7009 for details

PRICES FROM $99.99

Brinsea Products – bringing innovation 
to chicken keepers for over 40 years!
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CHRIS LESLEY has been raising 
backyard chickens for over 20 
years and is the Chickens and 
More poultry expert. She has a 
flock of 11 chickens (including 
three Silkies) and is teaching 
people worldwide how to 
care for healthy chickens. Her 
book, Raising Chickens: The 
Common Sense Beginner’s 
Guide to Backyard Chickens, 
is available in paperback and 
eBook form.

for chicken coops. The pressure-
treating process fills the wood with 
arsenic, copper, and other toxic 
compounds that will leach into the 
soil and harm your hens. If you live 
in an extremely wet region or termites 
are a major concern for you, it may 
be worth weighing the risks, but a 
tropical hardwood or treated softwood 
is almost always a better option.

Building Time
Your carpentry skills and the number 

of helpers are the biggest variables in 
terms of how long it will take you to 
build a chicken coop. The quickest 
option would obviously be to hire a 
professional carpenter, which will 
probably run you about $300 to $400, 
though labor costs will vary depending 
on where you live. If you are building 
yourself, dedicating a weekend to the 
project should be enough to get it done, 
even for the most amateur of builders.

A flimsy or improperly assembled 
coop can be a serious hazard to your 
hens and their health, so careful 
construction and thoughtful planning 
are crucial to getting it right.

The more you know before you start 
on the project, both about chickens in 
general and about your specific plans 
for your coop and your flock, the 
better your chances will be of having 
the right coop the first time around and 
having a happy, healthy flock for years 
to come. 

building

Chicken 
Coops
45 Building Plans 
for Housing Your 
Flock
BY JUDY PANGMAN

Chicken coops 
come in all sizes 
and styles to 
meet the needs 
of every chicken 

family. Start a great DIY project, and build a 
chicken coop with these how-to drawings and 
conceptual plans for 45 different designs, from 
strictly practical to flights of fancy, guaranteed 
to meet the needs of every chicken owner. A 
16-page color section shows detailed photos
of many of the featured coops. $19.95

This title is available at  
shop.iamcountryside.com 
or by calling 970-392-4419. 

Mention promo code MBPPANZ6. Item #3193.

already have everything you need and 
choose to use secondhand materials, 
the cost can be close to zero. If you 
buy your materials new, the cost 
can climb up to a couple of hundred 

dollars. Part of this high price tag is 
that the cheapest lumber option, and 
the one most often recommended for 
outdoor projects like this, is pressure-
treated lumber, which is a bad choice 
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BY TAMSIN COOPER

breeds

BREED: The Magpie duck is a
light, dual-purpose, heritage breed, 
a challenge for exhibitors, but well-
adapted to ranging.

ORIGIN: First developed in England
and Wales around the 1920s for 
eggs and meat; we do not know 
which breeds were included in their 
foundation. However, their form, 
hardiness, and markings suggest a 
blend of Indian Runner and an old 
Belgian breed, the Huttegem.

In the 1970s, a similar breed, the 
Altrheiner Elsterente (Old Rhine Pied 
duck) was developed in Germany. It is 
considered the same breed as Magpie 
in Europe, although it probably has a 
different foundation. 

BREED PROFILE:  

MAGPIE DUCK
Magpie Ducklings Show Their Colors, and Their Strengths as Foragers

HISTORY: English poultry authority
Edward Brown wrote about the 
Huttegem duck in 1906, after touring 
Belgium. He suggested that it evolved 
during the 1800s from the crossing of 
the ancient local heavy meat breed, 
the Dendermondse (or Termonde), and 
ducks of Runner type.

Duck breeding was a popular family 
industry along the river Scheldt and 
around Oudenaarde in East Flanders, 
first for eggs, then later for meat. 
Meadows along the river were marshy 
until 1920 when the land was drained. 
Farmers could raise ducks on the rich, 
watery meadows for little cost, as 
ducklings could gain all their nutrition 
from the land. Hatched in fall and 
put out to pasture at a few days old, 

ducklings had to survive snow and 
ice with minimal straw shelters as 
windbreaks. These hardy ducklings 
made excellent foragers and families 
would take time to stamp the ground to 
raise worms for their eager appetites. 
When a new lock and channeling 
dried out the surrounding land, the 
breed was abandoned, except for a 
few enthusiasts who keep flocks for 
exhibition. Now, the Huttegem and 
Dendermondse are extremely rare.

Whereas Belgian farmers were 
unconcerned by color, focusing on 
productivity and hardiness, standards 
initially accepted blue and white 
markings, which were predominant, 
then later black and white. Waterfowl 
expert Dave Holderread recognizes 
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Magpie duck, black and white variety.
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breeds

The colored pattern varies widely, 
which makes it difficult to breed to the 
standard for show. Even if parents have 
the desired marking, offspring show 
variation, with males paler and females 
darker with each generation. Therefore, 
good breeding stock with markings 
unsuitable for show can be employed 
to produce show birds. Ducklings hatch 
with markings that approximate how 
their plumage pattern will develop, 
which makes it easier for exhibitors to 
choose their show birds early on.

DESCRIPTION: A medium-sized, 
light duck with a long body and neck. 
The body is moderately wide and deep, 
and carried 15 to 30 degrees above 
horizontal when relaxed. 

The plumage is pied, with a white face, 
neck, breast, undercarriage, and primary 
and secondary flight feathers. The crown 
of the head and back from the shoulder to 
the tail is a solid color. When the wings 
are closed, the back markings ideally 
resemble a heart shape. As birds age, 
parts of the colored areas progressively 
turn white, especially in females. Old 
females often lose their colored crown 
and may become completely white.

The eyes are dark. The bill is long, 
orange or yellow, with some green 
mottling or shading that becomes more 
widespread and darker with age. The 
legs and feet are orange, often mottled 
with black, and increasingly so with age.

The blue and white magpie duck.
Photo Credits: Courtesy of The Livestock Conservancy.

These traits suggest Huttegem stock 
was used to develop the Magpie, whose 
breeders sought white plumage on the 
breast to avoid dark stubs on plucking. 
In the 1920s, duck eggs were popular in 
Britain, so Magpies were kept for both 
meat and eggs. In 1926, the breed was 
standardized to present clearly defined 
and symmetrical markings.

In 1963, Magpie ducks were imported 
to America and taken up by a small 
number of breeders in Michigan, 
Pennsylvania, and Minnesota. In 1977, 
a standard was accepted by the APA. 
The difficulty of acquiring the desired 
markings may have discouraged fanciers 
and limited the breed’s popularity. 
However, birds became more available 
in 1984, and homesteaders have found 
them hardy, adaptable, productive, and a 
pleasure to keep.

CONSERVATION STATUS:
The Livestock Conservancy lists them 
as threatened, and very low numbers 
are recorded by the FAO.

BIODIVERSITY: Their hardiness
points to a long-acquired adaptation to 
harsh conditions, likely acquired from 
northwestern European breeds, while 
several traits, including pattern, form, 
and stance indicate Indian Runner 
genes. Together with the Ancona duck, 
Magpies may preserve rare genes from 
old Belgian breeds. 

www.Myerspoultry.com

Meat Birds Layers Turkeys
Ducks & 
Goslings

Guineas &
Gamebirds

(814) 539-7026

966 Ragers Hill Road South Fork, PA 15956

Brown’s description of the Huttegem’s 
head, bill, body, and carriage as correct 
for the Magpie. He considers the genes 
for their white bib and Runner pattern 
would have produced some offspring 
with Magpie markings.
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VARIETIES: The Black and White,
and the Blue and White are the original 
and most common varieties. There is 
a Dun and White in Britain, and a rare 
Chocolate and White.

SKIN COLOR: White.

POPULAR USE: Apart from being bred
for show, Magpie ducks make excellent 
dual-purpose homestead birds, pets, or 
pest managers. They can rid a garden 
of slugs and snails, or pastures of the 
carrier snails of liver fluke. Being light, 
they cause little damage to soil or plants.

EGG COLOR: White, cream, or green-
blue.

EGG SIZE: Large (average 2.3 ounces).

PRODUCTIVITY: 180 to 290 eggs per
year and high longevity.

WEIGHT: Adult male 5 to 7 pounds,
female 4.5 to 6 pounds, depending on 
strain. Market weight: 4 to 4.5 pounds.

TEMPERAMENT: Friendly if handled
from a young age and highly active. 
Drakes have a high libido, needing 
at least five mates to avoid tiring the 
females. 

ADAPTABILITY: Magpie ducks cope
well with most damp climates, from 
cold to hot and humid. As hardy, active 
foragers, they can sustain themselves 
at pasture with little supplementation, 
eating grass, seeds, insects, slugs, 
snails, and aquatic life. They thrive 
given space to range and appreciate 
swimming. They need at least access 
to water for bathing. Generally non-
fliers, they can launch themselves over 
a three-foot barrier if alarmed. Females 
typically do not brood, but those that do 
raise their young well.

Overall, they make ideal free-
range poultry for children, novices, 
and homesteaders, but require expert 
breeding for show.

QUOTES: “I have raised other
domestic duck breeds, and none of 
them have enjoyed grazing or been as 
active foragers as Magpie ducks … 

TAMSIN COOPER keeps 
chickens and goats on her 
smallholding in France, where 
she aspires to live as sustainably 
as possible. She follows the 
latest research on farm animal 
behavior and mentors on a 
chicken welfare Massive Open 
Online Course (MOOC). 

SOURCES:
• The Livestock Conservancy
(livestockconservancy.org)
• APA: American Poultry
Association (amerpoultryassn.
com/poultry-breeds/)
• Holderread, D., 2001. Storey’s
Guide to Raising Ducks. Storey
Publishing.
• Schollaert, N., 2016. The Ducks
of Scheldt Banks. Aviculture
Europe.
• Brown, E., 1906. Races of
Domestic Poultry. Arnold.

Since 1972
A Family Hatchery.

We Are The Waterfowl Specialists
We provide extraordinary care to 
our birds so you get the highest 
quality companions.

Whether you are new to the hobby 
or already have a flock of your own, 
it’s easy for anyone to enjoy raising 
a duckling, or gosling.

metzerfarms.com
Call (800) 424-7755, scan the QR Code, or visit 
our website to see our breeds and order now.

Gonzales, CA

Memphis, TN Now Offering: 
• Free Shipping
• 1-Day Shipping 

to most of the U.S.

Year-Round Hatching
• 21 breeds of ducks
• 16 breeds of geese

Shipping from your nearest location

Tag us @metzerfarms 
to be featured

These ducks have a fantastic personality 
and are really friendly and captivating 
to watch and enjoy in the yard!” 
Matthew Smith/APA. 
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HOW TO RAISE CHICKENS 
How to Raise Chickens provides the 

answers to all your questions about 
raising and tending a happy and 
healthy flock. Whether you want 

to raise five chickens or 50, and 
have a 40-foot city lot or a 40-acre 
farm, the expert advice inside this 
book makes it easy to get started. 

Longtime chicken breeder Christine 
Heinrichs explains all the helpful dos 

and don’ts of successfully raising 
chickens, including: choosing breeds, 

housing and feeding, flock health, 
incubating eggs, and much more. 

#9565      $19.99     Sale Price: $16.99

WHAT'S KILLING MY CHICKENS? 
This book teaches readers how to 

follow clues such as tracks, trails, 
scat, and other signs to identify 

poultry predators. Profiles describe 
key habits of each culprit and 

the best techniques for blocking 
their access to the coop and yard. 

Solutions explored include removing 
attractants, using poultry guardians 

and lighting, and installing the most 
effective type of fencing. 

#9887      $19.95     Sale Price: $16.96

PROVEN TECHNIQUES FOR  
KEEPING HEALTHY CHICKENS 

Having raised a variety of chickens both inside her 
home and with the help of broody chicken moms, 

author Carissa Bonham is ready to share her chicken-
keeping advice with others looking to add the joy 

of poultry to their lives. Her approach focuses on 
keeping hens happy using natural methods, so you 
can spend less time doing the dirty work and more 

time enjoying your flock. 
#9376      $16.99     Sale Price: $14.44

A KID'S GUIDE TO KEEPING 
CHICKENS
Chickens make wonderful pets, 
and Melissa Caughey provides all 
the information kids need to raise 
healthy chickens and have tons of 
fun doing it! Caughey shares her 
advice in an engaging way so that 
kids understand what it means to 
keep chickens and what kind of 
housing, food, equipment, and care 
the chickens will need to thrive.
#7467      $16.95     Sale Price: $14.41

101 CHICKEN KEEPING HACKS
Join Lisa Steele, chicken-keeper 
extraordinaire on a behind-the-coop 
tour like you've never seen. Lisa has 
spent years figuring out the best ways to 
keep chickens healthy, the natural way, 
and she's collected more than just your 
average tips. 101 Chicken Keeping Hacks 
includes simple ideas for re-using and 
upcycling old items, as well as detailed 
information on using natural ingredients 
to enhance and improve your chickens' 
lives without breaking the bank. 
#11405      $24.99     Sale Price: $21.24HOW TO SPEAK CHICKEN 

Best-selling author Melissa Caughey 
knows that backyard chickens 
are like any favorite pet — fun to 
spend time with and fascinating to 
observe. Combining her up-close 
observations with scientific findings 
and interviews with other chicken 
enthusiasts, Caughey answers 
unexpected questions such as Do 
chickens have names for each other? 
How do their eyes work? and How do 
chickens learn? 
#8639      $16.95     Sale Price: $14.41

PURE POULTRY
Pure Poultry focuses specifically on 
heritage breeds of chickens, turkeys 
and ducks and their role in a self-reliant 
lifestyle. This timely, beautifully illustrated 
resource includes: detailed guidelines 
on everything from housing, breeding 
and day-to-day care, information on 
using heritage breeds for egg and meat 
production, a unique planning worksheet 
that simplifies the process of starting out 
with poultry, and more. 
#6848      $19.95     Sale Price: $14.95

THE BACKYARD FIELD GUIDE TO CHICKENS 
The Backyard Field Guide to Chickens details 

every breed of chicken with colored 
illustrations and a thorough description. 

This book tells you all about the bird, 
detailing each breed's particular usefulness, 

adaptation to climate, coloration, number 
of eggs typically laid, foraging ability, 
temperament, and unique qualities. 

#7952      $24.99     Sale Price: $21.24
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EPIC EGGS 
In Epic Eggs, homesteader and writer 

Jennifer Sartell looks at the eggs of the 
most common types of poultry you’d 

find in your backyard: chickens, ducks, 
geese, turkeys, guineas, and quail. 

Sartell delves into the eggs themselves 
and explains reproductive systems, 

egg anatomy, and how and why 
different colors are distributed to egg 

shells. Illustrated with fantastic color 
photography, Epic Eggs also explains 

how to optimize living conditions and 
diet for the healthiest and most-flavorful 
eggs, the process of grading and storing 

eggs, and more.  
#8612      $21.99     Sale Price: $18.69

TO ORDER, CALL 970-392-4419 or visit shop.iamcountryside.com  
Mention Promo Code: MBPPANZ3 • Sale Ends 4/30/2023

THE CHICKEN BIBLE
Chicken is the go-anywhere, eat-with-
anything, highly transformable crowd 
favorite that always fills the bill. Find 
exactly what you’re looking for (and 
more!) with a wide breadth of themed 
chapters, including Easy Dinners, Classic 
Braises, Breaded and Fried, Pasta and 
Noodles, and more. With over 500 
recipes included, you could eat chicken 
every night and never tire of it. 
#10779      $40.00     Sale Price: $34.00

MOTHER EARTH NEWS LIVING ON LESS
Cut down on your food and energy bills with 

the Living on Less issue from Mother Earth 
News. Create a sustainable farm by growing 

your own food and raising your own 
chickens for meat or eggs. Heat water with 

the sun, make old-fashioned homemade 
soap and raise goats for milk. Live self-

reliantly with many tips for a DIY lifestyle, and 
make the best syrup straight from a tree. Get 

wise and save money by living on less! 
#8740     $9.99     Sale Price: $8.99

BUTCHERING CHICKENS 
Butchering Chickens is a guide to 
humane small-scale processing 
that covers how to choose the 
right equipment, slaughtering 
humanely, customized butchering 
options, packaging to preserve meat 
quality, and more! With step-by-step 
photos, detailed instructions, this 
comprehensive handbook gives 
poultry raisers the information they 
need to make the most of their meat. 
#10242      $18.95     Sale Price: $17.06

HAPPY HENS & FRESH EGGS
In Happy Hens & Fresh Eggs, author Signe 
Langford provides practical advice on 
keeping the garden both gorgeous and 
productive, and hens happy and healthy. 
In addition to answering questions about 
coop construction, year-round egg 
production, and whether or not a rooster 
is really needed, Langford covers the 
best breeds for backyards. Also included 
are dozens of simple and elegant 
recipes from her own kitchen, as well as 
contributions from celebrated chefs. 
#7978      $22.95     Sale Price: $19.51

THE ULTIMATE GUIDE TO 
BUTCHERING, SMOKING, CURING, 

SAUSAGE, AND JERKY MAKING 
Absolutely everything you need to 

know about how to dress and preserve 
meat is right here. From slaughtering, 

to processing, to preserving in ways 
like smoking, salting, and making 

jerky, author Philip Hasheider teaches 
it all in step-by-step instructions and 

illustrations. You’ll become an expert on 
different cuts of meat and all the right 

ways to process them into different 
products, like sausages and jerky.  

#11217      $27.99     Sale Price: $23.79

NO RECIPE? NO PROBLEM! 
No Recipe? No Problem! offers tips, 

tricks, and inspiration for winging it 
in the kitchen. Each chapter offers 

practical kitchen and cooking advice, 
from an overview of essential tools 

and pantry items to keep on hand to 
how to combine flavors and find good 

substitute ingredients, whether it’s 
sheet pan chicken, vegetables, pasta, 

grain bowls, or pizza for tonight’s 
dinner. 

#11170      $19.95     Sale Price: $16.96

PROJECT FIRE & SMOKE SET 
With the Project Fire and Smoke Book Set, author Steven Raichlen walks 
the reader through the ups and downs of grilling in Project Fire and the ins 
and outs of smoking every kind of meat in Project Smoke. With 100 recipes 
in each book, you will be grilling and smoking meat like a master!
#10098      $45.90     Sale Price: $39.02
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REINVENTING THE CHICKEN COOP 
Matthew Wolpe and Kevin McElroy give you 14 
complete building plans for chicken coops that 

range from the purely functional to the outrageously 
fabulous. One has a water-capturing roof, a great 

example of mid-century modern architecture, and 
another has a built-in composting system. Some 
designs are suitable for beginning builders, and 

some are challenging enough for experts. Full-color 
photographs and detailed construction illustrations 

accompany complete step-by-step building plans. 
#6536      $19.95     Sale Price: $16.96

PROJECTS TO GET YOU OFF THE GRID
Whether it’s turning a wine barrel 
into a rain water collector or making 
your own backyard chicken coop, this 
book will get you thinking creatively 
about going green. Illustrated with 
dozens of full-color photographs per 
project accompanying easy-to-follow 
instructions, this collection of unique 
and practical DIY projects will provide 
inspiration for whatever you want to 
tackle next. 
#9091      $17.99     Sale Price: $15.29

FREE-RANGE CHICKEN GARDENS 
In this essential handbook, award-

winning garden designer Jessi Bloom 
covers everything a gardener needs to 

know, including chicken-keeping basics, 
simple garden plans to get you started, 

tips on attractive fencing options, the 
best plants and plants to avoid, and 
step-by-step instructions for getting 

your chicken garden up and running. 
#5913      $19.95     Sale Price: $16.96

COMMUNITY CHICKENS GUIDE TO 
BACKYARD CHICKENS SET

The Community Chickens Guide to 
Backyard Chickens Set includes three 
special issues that will prove to be a 

great resource to help you raise your 
feathered friends. From helping you 

choose the right breed to showing you 
the benefits of keeping chickens in the 
garden, all the information you’ll need 

is packed into these three issues. Other 
information includes the best breeds 

for kids, safety tips for free-range 
chickens, affordable ways to keep your 

flock warm, and so much more. 
#10436      $20.97     Sale Price: $15.73

HOW TO BUILD CHICKEN COOPS
How to Build Chicken Coops provides 
the answers to all of your questions 
about planning and building safe and 
comfortable structures for your flock. 
Inside, authors Daniel and Samantha 
Johnson answer questions such as: How 
much space will you need? How many 
nest boxes and windows will your birds 
require? How much will it cost? What 
steps do you need to take to keep your 
chickens safe from predators?  
#9564      $19.99     Sale Price: $16.99

HATCHING & BROODING 
YOUR OWN CHICKS
If you want to incubate, hatch, and brood 
chicks yourself, rather than buying them from 
a hatchery, this is the guide you need. Poultry 
authority Gail Damerow explains exactly how 
to hatch healthy babies addressing everything 
from selecting a breed and choosing the best 
incubator, understanding embryo development, 
to feeding and caring for newborn chicks in 
a brooder. This is an indispensable reference, 
whether you want to hatch three eggs or 100. 
#6584      $24.95     Sale Price: $21.21

CHICKEN BROODER KIT WITH 
HEATING PLATE
The Chicken Brooder Kit with Heating 
Plate is perfect for raising chickens during 
their first few weeks of life. The underside 
of the heating plate is warm but not 
hot — the chicks go under the plate, so 
it almost touches their backs. The rugged 
plate cover prevents older chicks from 
perching on top and fouling the unit with 
droppings. Kit includes a small heating 
plate, a small plate cover, seven reusable 
brooder panels, a chick stand, classic 
waterer, Saturn 3 feeder, and New Country 
Organics Poultry Starter Feed. 
#8346      $178.38     Sale Price: $169.46

POULTRYNET PLUS 12/42/3 
STARTER KIT (GREEN/BLACK)

Contain and protect your chickens in 
the backyard or on the pasture with 
this complete fence system. Choose 

this kit if you plan to move the fence 
once per season (or less often.) 

Effective for all types of poultry. Kit 
includes 100 ft. roll of 48” double 

spike, electric netting, four 48" 
support posts, fence energizer, and 

5-light wireless fence tester.  
#8342      $530.80     Sale Price: $514.88 TO ORDER, CALL 970-392-4419 or visit shop.iamcountryside.com

Mention Promo Code: MBPPANZ3 • Sale Ends 4/30/2023

ECO KIDS SELF-SUFFICIENCY 
HANDBOOK 
By combining creativity with eco-
awareness, this timely book encourages 
children to put down their mobile 
devices and get involved. From building 
a wind turbine and a go-kart to creating 
light and making green gifts, Eco 
Kids Self-Sufficiency Handbook offers 
a wide range of ways to capture the 
imagination and positively contribute 
to the world around us. With easy-
to-follow step-by-step instructions 
and photographs — and a little adult 
supervision — no project is too difficult 
for children to complete! Ages 7-14. 
#11871      $14.99     Sale Price: $12.74

PRACTICAL PERMACULTURE  
Authors Jessi Bloom and Dave 

Boehnlein explain the basic principles 
and ethics of permaculture, showing 

the entire design process from land 
assessment to the completed master 

plan, and offer detailed information 
on the plants, water, waste, energy, 

shelter, food, animals, and structures 
that make up the garden.  

#7566      $29.95     Sale Price: $25.46

3-GALLON QUICK CLEAN 
WATERER WITH LEGS 
This 3-gallon Quick Clean 
Waterer is the ideal waterer 
for any chicken coop. With 
5-inch legs that stand up and 
out of the bedding (to reduce 
soiling) and a lid that removes 
from the top (to make filling 
and cleaning easy), this item 
ensures your flock will always 
be well-watered. Available for 
shipment to continental U.S. 
addresses only.
#9344      $34.00

52 HOMESTEAD SKILLS 
Mother Earth News' 52 Homestead 
Skills follows homesteader 
Kimberlee Bastien, as she learns 
one homesteading skill per 
week over the course of an 
entire year. The book details all 
of Bastien’s adventures, from 
building a beehive and becoming 
a beekeeper to creating her own 
laundry and dish soap. Whether 
you already live on a homestead, 
are transitioning onto one, or 
are only thinking about it, 52 
Homestead Skills will help turn your 
dreams into a life worth living.
#9058      $24.95     Sale Price: $19.96

COUNTRY WISDOM & KNOW-HOW 
Country Wisdom & Know-How is an 

unprecedented collection of information on 
nearly 200 individual topics of country and 

self-sustainable living. Compiled from the 
information in Storey Publishing‘s landmark 

series of “Country Wisdom Bulletins,“ this 
book is the most thorough and reliable 

volume of its kind. Nearly 1,000 black-and-
white illustrations and photographs run 

throughout, and fascinating projects and 
trusted advice crowd every page.  

#8219      $25.99     Sale Price: $22.09

STOREY'S ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO 
POULTRY BREEDS 
More than 128 birds strut their stuff across 
the pages of Storey’s Illustrated Guide to 
Poultry Breeds. Admire the handsome 
Lakenvelder roosters, read the fascinating 
history of the Blue Hens of Delaware, 
and marvel at the toy-like appearance of 
Call ducks. This definitive guide to North 
American fowl includes breed history, 
detailed descriptions of identifying 
characteristics, and colorful photography 
that celebrates the birds’ quirky 
personalities and charming good looks. 
#4297      $24.95     Sale Price: $21.21

MOTHER EARTH NEWS  
HOMESTEAD DIY PROJECTS

This premium issue contains 29 articles to 
help you achieve your self-reliance dreams 

and 30+ building plans and how-to tips 
for your property. With over 100 pages, the 
guidebook features articles about building 

chicken feeders, restoring old wooden 
furniture, constructing a cozy built-in bed, 
making shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, 

laundry soap, and more. Full of detailed 
charts and beautiful photographs, you will 

be fixing up your homestead in no time. 
#8444      $9.99     Sale Price: $8.99

HEN AND THE ART OF  
CHICKEN MAINTENANCE 

This is a book about keeping chickens, 
but it is also a feather-clad soap opera 

of primal urges. Its pages are filled with 
the quest for absolute power, sex, death, 

jealousy, and huge vet bills. Beyond all 
the intrigue and drama, however, there 

are even some practical lessons to be 
learned about what not to do when 

keeping chickens. Martin Gurdon’s 
hilarious “chicken memoir” reflects on the 

highs and lows of chicken ownership. 
The relationship between bird and 

human is by turns heartwarming and 
bewildering, but it is always entertaining. 

#9670      $19.99     Sale Price: $16.99
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TO ORDER, CALL 970-392-4419 or visit shop.iamcountryside.com
Mention Promo Code: MBPPANZ3 • Sale Ends 4/30/2023

ECO KIDS SELF-SUFFICIENCY 
HANDBOOK 
By combining creativity with eco-
awareness, this timely book encourages 
children to put down their mobile 
devices and get involved. From building 
a wind turbine and a go-kart to creating 
light and making green gifts, Eco 
Kids Self-Sufficiency Handbook offers 
a wide range of ways to capture the 
imagination and positively contribute 
to the world around us. With easy-
to-follow step-by-step instructions 
and photographs — and a little adult 
supervision — no project is too difficult 
for children to complete! Ages 7-14. 
#11871      $14.99     Sale Price: $12.74

PRACTICAL PERMACULTURE  
Authors Jessi Bloom and Dave 

Boehnlein explain the basic principles 
and ethics of permaculture, showing 

the entire design process from land 
assessment to the completed master 

plan, and offer detailed information 
on the plants, water, waste, energy, 

shelter, food, animals, and structures 
that make up the garden.  

#7566      $29.95     Sale Price: $25.46

3-GALLON QUICK CLEAN
WATERER WITH LEGS 
This 3-gallon Quick Clean
Waterer is the ideal waterer
for any chicken coop. With
5-inch legs that stand up and
out of the bedding (to reduce
soiling) and a lid that removes
from the top (to make filling
and cleaning easy), this item
ensures your flock will always
be well-watered. Available for 
shipment to continental U.S. 
addresses only.
#9344      $34.00

52 HOMESTEAD SKILLS 
Mother Earth News' 52 Homestead 
Skills follows homesteader 
Kimberlee Bastien, as she learns 
one homesteading skill per 
week over the course of an 
entire year. The book details all 
of Bastien’s adventures, from 
building a beehive and becoming 
a beekeeper to creating her own 
laundry and dish soap. Whether 
you already live on a homestead, 
are transitioning onto one, or 
are only thinking about it, 52 
Homestead Skills will help turn your 
dreams into a life worth living.
#9058      $24.95     Sale Price: $19.96

COUNTRY WISDOM & KNOW-HOW 
Country Wisdom & Know-How is an 

unprecedented collection of information on 
nearly 200 individual topics of country and 

self-sustainable living. Compiled from the 
information in Storey Publishing‘s landmark 

series of “Country Wisdom Bulletins,“ this 
book is the most thorough and reliable 

volume of its kind. Nearly 1,000 black-and-
white illustrations and photographs run 

throughout, and fascinating projects and 
trusted advice crowd every page.  

#8219      $25.99     Sale Price: $22.09

STOREY'S ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO 
POULTRY BREEDS 
More than 128 birds strut their stuff across 
the pages of Storey’s Illustrated Guide to 
Poultry Breeds. Admire the handsome 
Lakenvelder roosters, read the fascinating 
history of the Blue Hens of Delaware, 
and marvel at the toy-like appearance of 
Call ducks. This definitive guide to North 
American fowl includes breed history, 
detailed descriptions of identifying 
characteristics, and colorful photography 
that celebrates the birds’ quirky 
personalities and charming good looks. 
#4297      $24.95     Sale Price: $21.21

MOTHER EARTH NEWS  
HOMESTEAD DIY PROJECTS

This premium issue contains 29 articles to 
help you achieve your self-reliance dreams 

and 30+ building plans and how-to tips 
for your property. With over 100 pages, the 
guidebook features articles about building 

chicken feeders, restoring old wooden 
furniture, constructing a cozy built-in bed, 
making shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, 

laundry soap, and more. Full of detailed 
charts and beautiful photographs, you will 

be fixing up your homestead in no time. 
#8444      $9.99     Sale Price: $8.99

HEN AND THE ART OF  
CHICKEN MAINTENANCE 

This is a book about keeping chickens, 
but it is also a feather-clad soap opera 

of primal urges. Its pages are filled with 
the quest for absolute power, sex, death, 

jealousy, and huge vet bills. Beyond all 
the intrigue and drama, however, there 

are even some practical lessons to be 
learned about what not to do when 

keeping chickens. Martin Gurdon’s 
hilarious “chicken memoir” reflects on the 

highs and lows of chicken ownership. 
The relationship between bird and 

human is by turns heartwarming and 
bewildering, but it is always entertaining. 

#9670      $19.99     Sale Price: $16.99
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Advertise in the Backyard Poultry Breeders Directory or Classifi ed Section  
 Call 866-848-5416 or e-mail croberts@ogdenpubs.com

(Approval of an ad does not constitute an endorsement.)

FREEDOM RANGER

Pennsylvania  

FREEDOM RANGER HATCHERY, INC, 187 N. 

Wndy Mansion Rd., Reinholds, PA 17569. 717-336-4878, 

Fax:717-336-3711. sales@freedomrangerhatchery.com 

www.freedomrangerhatchery.com Black & Red Freedom 

Ranger chickens and gray Kosher King broiler chicks and 

turkeys. Non-GMO option.

GAME BIRDS

Indiana

WOODSIDE  AVIARY, James Kotterman, Peru, Indiana. 

765-985-2805. PHEASANT  ENTHUSIASTS  check this 

out! Displaying full color the Silvers, Swinhoe, Elliots, 

Blue Eared. NO CATALOG AVAILABLE. GIVE ME

A CALL AND WE'LL TALK ABOUT THE BIRDS!

Massachusetts  

ANTONIO R. FERREIRA, JR, 49 Chestnut St, Seekonk, 

MA 02771.  401-465-1662.  Northern Bobwhite Quail 

Eggs, 25/$50. Chukar Partridge Eggs, 20/$50.  Postpaid.

Minnesota  

OAKWOOD GAME FARM, INC.  PO Box 

274, Princeton, MN 55371. 800-328-6647. www.

oakwoodgamefarm.com Ringneck pheasant eggs or 

one  day old chicks. Available April thru July. Call or 

write for price list.

Texas  

HARPER'S GAMEFARM, Bobwhite Quail and Ringneck 

Pheasant, Eggs, Day Old Chicks and Flight Birds.  Call 806-

435-3495 or 0528 or check out www.harpersgamefarm.com

ICELANDIC

Wisconsin

ICELANDIC CHICKEN, 6885 Bartlett Rd, Iron 

River, WI 54847.  Long-time breeders and most 

trusted source, maintaining quality, genetic diversity, 

pure Icelandic landrace chickens in North America. 

www.icelandicchicken.com. Ph: 715-372-5255. 

email:  davidwgrote@cheqnet.net

JERSEY GIANTS

Indiana

MARIA'S JERSEY GIANTS, Since 1977.  "Quality" 

Blue, Black, Splash, White, Jersey Giant eggs, chicks, 

started birds, & adults www.mariasjerseygiants.com Cell: 

(502) 548-1075 (texting).

VARIOUS

Alabama  

VALLEY FARMS HATCHERY, PO Box 2201, 

Muscle Shoals, AL, 35662. 256-314-2282. www.

valleyfarmshatchery.com  sales@valleyfarmshatchery.com  

Cornish Cross Broilers, Brown Sexlinks, White Leghorns, 

Rhode Island Reds, and more! NPIP Certifi ed and Hatching/

Shipping Weekly January-November! 

VARIOUS

Illinois

CHICKEN SCRATCH POULTRY, Larry & Angela 

McEwen, 14025 Cty Rd 975 E, McLeansboro, IL 62859. 

618-643-5602. larry_angie@chickenscratchpoultry.com

www.chickenscratchpoultry.com Coronation Sussex, 

Light Sussex, Lavender  Orpington, Chocolate

Orpington, Jubilee Orpington, Black Orpington, Black 

Copper Marans, Blue Copper Marans, Blue Laced Red 

Wyandotte, Crested Cream Legbar, Welsummers, Blue 

Ameraucana, Black Ameraucana, Rumpless Araucana, 

Olive Egger, Ayam Cemani, Maline, Silkies.

Iowa

COUNTY LINE  HATCHERY, 2977 Linn Buchanan Rd., 

Coggon, IA 52218. 319-350-9130, Find us on Facebook: 

County Line Hatchery. Rare and fancy peafowl, guineas, 

chickens, ducks, turkeys, geese, bantams, and more. 

Featuring Showgirls and Silkies. Most economical and 

diverse poultry assortment available.

Iowa 

TURKEYS, RED PULLETS, CORNISH ROCKS. 

Schlecht Hatchery, 9749 500th Ave., Miles, IA 52064 

563-682-7865 www.schlechthatchery.com

Maryland

Missouri  

CACKLE HATCHERY®, PO Box 529, Lebanon, MO 

65536. 417-532-4581. cacklehatchery@cacklehatchery.

com  www.cacklehatchery.com 84 years of hatching and 

shipping baby chicks. Over 200 varieties.

Advertise in      

B������� P������

 866-848-5416

VARIOUS

Oklahoma  

PINFEATHER FARM AND HATCHERY, Silkie 

Bantams, Meat chickens, Sex-Linked layer chickens, 

Pekin and Rouen ducklings, Standard Bronze Turkeys, 

Texas Pioneer pigeons. Eggs, chicks, adults. Free 

Literature. Pinfeather Farm and Hatchery, P.O. Box 547, 

Spiro, OK 74959. Telephone 405-683-1601.

NRR HATCHERY has been a family owned and operated 

farm in Northeast Oklahoma  since 2013. 1 Day Old Chicks, 

Hatching Eggs, Fresh Eggs, Mealworms and Farm  Goods. 

Local Pickup and Shipping Available. For more information 

visit our webiste at www.nrrhatchery.com

Pennsylvania  

HOFFMAN HATCHERY, INC. PO Box 129, Gratz, 

PA 17030. 717-365-3694. www.hoffmanhatchery.com 

Chicks, turkeys, ducklings, goslings, guineas, gamebirds, 

bantams, equipment. FREE CATALOG.

South Carolina

Wisconsin

SUNNYSIDE HATCHERY ,  Beaver  Dam, 

Wisconsin. 920-887-2122. Shipping to North 

Central U.S. only. Jumbo broilers, Leghorns, Blacks, 

Browns, Reds, Rangers, Rainbow Eggers, Barred 

Rock, Rhode Island Reds, turkeys & ducklings. 

www.sunnysidehatchery.com New for 2023 — 
Cuckoo Marans and Speckled Sussex.

BREEDERS/CLASSIFIEDS
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WATERFOWL

California

METZER FARMS, 26000 Old Stage Road, Gonzales, 

CA 93926. Year-round hatching. Nationwide shipping from 

California and Tennessee. Free catalog, 800-424-7755. www.

metzerfarms.com Ducklings: Pekin, Jumbo Pekin, Rouen, 

Khaki Campbell, Golden 300 Egg Layer, White Layer, 

Blue Swedish, Buff, Cayuga, Mallard, Welsh Harlequin, 

White Crested & Runners (Black, Chocolate, Blue, Fawn 

& White), Saxony,  Silver  Appleyard, Muscovy (White, 

Black). Goslings: Embden, White Chinese, Brown Chinese, 

Toulouse, Dewlap Toulouse, Buff Toulouse, African, Super 

African, Buff, Sebastopol, Pilgrim, Roman Tufted. French 

Pearl guineas. Cornish Cross chicks.  

Minnesota

JOHNSON'S WATERFOWL 36882 160th Ave. NE 

Middle River, Minnesota 56737. 218-222-3556. www.

johnsonswaterfowl.com Breeds: Call Ducklings. White, 

Snowy, Pastel, Grey, Penciled and Black or Blue Bibbed.

BOOKS

"RAISING PIGEONS" by Tony Patti. $19.95 free 

shipping (US only). Send check or money order to 

Tony Patti, 95 River Road, Preston, CT 06365 Contact              

sfhelmet16@outlook.com

EGG CARTONS

The Egg Carton Store Best Prices, selection, high 

quality. 40 years of egg packaging and marketing 

expertise! Egg Cartons, Filler Flats, Stamps,  Egg 

Cases, Nesting Boxes, Supplies,  Poultry Care, 

Custom Cartons and Labels. Call for GREAT 

wholesale/pallet quantity pricing! 866-333-1132. 

FREE SHIPPING on all cartons and fi ller fl ats.  

WWW.EGGCARTONSTORE.COM.

FREE

SOON Church/Government Uniting, Suppressing 

Religious Liberty," Enforcing  National Sunday Law." 

Be Informed! Need mailing address only. TBSM, 

Box 374, Ellijay, GA 30540. tbsmads@yahoo.com, 

1-888-211-1715.

HEALTH

100% ORGANIC

BLACK SALVE

Tablets and Salve

HERBAL PLUS PRODUCTS

1-800-996-3203

herbalplusnv@gmail.com

POULTRY

Local Hens Find Good Stuff Grown nearby. Join 

more than 3,000 other farms and connect directly 

with consumers by listing your farm. Your FREE 

farm profi le can showcase products with farm 

photos, your farm story, and google map locations 

where you sell. Made for ALL farms and food types.              

WWW.LOCALHENS.COM

Nature’s Best provides premium ingredients and customer 

service manufacturing organic, non-GMO feed across 

North America. Nature’s Best knows what is important 

to their customers and continually strives to provide 

trusted products and healthy, innovative options from 

poultry to livestock feeds.

POULTRY SUPPLIES

FOR SALE 

2 Jamesway 252 incubators 

2 side panels 48 incubator trays          

Egg Turner, Time Clock $3000.00 OBO      

815-943-7396

Flat Rate Shipping — Just $8.95
Excludes Cabinet Incubators, Brooders, & Vaccines

(614) 595-8608
CluckAndCrow@reagan.com

TwinCityPoultrySupplies.com/store

TwinCity
Poultry 
Supplies

Hakes’

POULTRY SUPPLIES

All-Natural Odor Control 

#1 Coop Deodorizer on the market.  

https://sweetpdz.com/coop-refresher

SEPTIC SOLUTION

TRY THIS BEFORE PUMPING your septic sys-

tem or replacing your drain field! Accelerator by 

Dr. Pooper  Drain Field Cleaner is a revolutionary 

non-toxic commercial-strength septic treatment that 

clears organic solids from septic tanks and drain 

fields. Money-back-guarantee! 

Order at DoctorPooper.com

Advertise in the next issue 
Email: croberts@ogdenpubs.com

Call: 866-848-5416

From hive to harvest and beyond ...
In Raise Backyard Bees, you will find beekeeping 
information on building beehives, installing bees in the 
hive, gathering up a swarm, breeding queen bees, caring 
for your bees, harvesting honey, and processing  
honey for sale. $24.95, Item #9039

Includes
crowd-pleasing 

recipes!

Find out more at Shop.IAmCountryside.com
or call 970-392-4419  

Promo code: MBPPANZ2. Price does not include shipping and handling. 

BOLSTER your

beekeeping
E F F O R T S !

SHOP BEEKEEPING RESOURCES
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coming events

The Coming Events listing is gathered and provided by 
poultryshowcentral.com.  Add your show listing  

on their website or send to:  
Coming Events, Backyard Poultry,  

1503 SW 42nd St, Topeka, KS 66609  
or email: editor@backyardpoultrymag.com.  

To be included in the Backyard Poultry magazine listing, 
event details must be sent 90 days in advance.

ATTENTION: Due to the avian influenza outbreak, some events may be canceled. Contact event 
coordinators to confirm before show dates. Poultry Show Central is working hard to stay updated, 

but changes are being made daily and these events may end up being canceled.

ALABAMA 
April 29-30, 2023
Geneva, Alabama 
Geneva Festival on the River:  
Poultry Show
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Geneva_Festival_on_the_River_
Poultry_Show.html

ALBERTA
May 20, 2023 
St. Paul, Alberta
St. Paul Critter Market 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
St_Paul_Critter_Market.html

ARIZONA
April 20-30, 2023 
Tuscon, Arizona
Pima County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Pima_County_Fair.html

ARKANSAS 
April 1, 2023 
Charleston, Arkansas
Heart of the Ozarks Spring Fling
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Heart_of_the_Ozarks_Poultry_Club.html

CALIFORNIA
April 26-30, 2023 
Santa Barbara, California 
Santa Barbara Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Santa_Barbara_Fair.html

May 18-21, 2023 
King City, California 
Salinas Valley Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Salinas_Valley_Fair.html

COLORADO
April 15, 2023 
Pueblo, Colorado 
Colorado Poultry Association Spring 
Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Colorado_Poultry_Association.html

DELAWARE
April 1-2, 2023 
Harrington, Delaware 
Delmarva Poultry Fanciers Club         
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Delmarva.html

IDAHO
May 20, 2023 
Ammon, Idaho 
Idaho Chickenstock 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Idaho_Chickenstock.html

ILLINOIS
April 2, 2023 
Kankakee, Illinois
Tri-K Pigeon & Bantam Club Pigeon Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
TriK_Pigeon_Bantam_Fair.html

April 22, 2023 
Freeport, Illinois
Illinois Pet & Game Breeders Society 
Spring Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Illinois_Pet_Game_Breeders_Society_
Swap.html

May 7, 2023 
Kankakee, Illinois 
Tri-K Pigeon & Bantam Club Pigeon Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
TriK_Pigeon_Bantam_Fair.html

INDIANA
April 8, 2023 
Spencer, Indiana 
White River Poultry Club Spring Show           
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
White_River_Poultry_Club_Show.html

April 15, 2023 
Osgood, Indiana 
Southeastern Indiana Animal Swap 
Meet & Flea Market
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Southeastern_Indiana_Animal_Swap_
Meet_Flea_Market.html

April 22, 2023 
Shipshewana, Indiana 
Shipshewana Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Newbury_Square_Swap_Meet_Flea_
Market.html

May 6, 2023 
Kimmell, Indiana 
Wolf's Swap meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Wolfs_Swap_Meet.html

May 20, 2023 
Shipshewana, Indiana 
Shipshewana Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Newbury_Square_Swap_Meet_Flea_
Market.html

IOWA
April 1-2, 2023
Council Bluffs, Iowa 
Southwest Iowa Animal Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Southwest_Iowa_Animal_Swap.html



BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM     73

April 2, 2023 
Walker, Iowa 
Walker Farmer's Swap & Flea 
Market 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Walker_Farmer_Swap_Flea_Market.
html

April 8, 2023 
Maquoketa, Iowa 
Eastern Iowa Bird and Small Animal 
Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Eastern_Iowa_Bird_Small_Animal_
Swap.html

April 29, 2023 
Grundy Center, Iowa 
Grundy County Bird & Animal Swap  
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Grundy_County_Bird_Animal_Swap.
html

May 7, 2023 
Walker, Iowa 
Walker Farmer's Swap & Flea 
Market 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Walker_Farmer_Swap_Flea_Market.
html

KENTUCKY
April 15, 2023 
Brownsville, Kentucky 
Green River Poultry Club, Inc. Spring 
Show
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Green_River.html

May 13-14, 2023 
Milton, Kentucky 
Semi Annual Animal Swap Meet & 
Flea Market 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Semi_Annual_Animal_Swap_Meet_
Flea_Market.html

LOUISIANA
April 8, 2023 
Benton, Louisiana 
Benton Chicken Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Benton_Chicken_Swap.html

April 22, 2023 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
Cajun Serama Classic 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Cajun_Serama_Classic.html

May 13, 2023 
Benton, Louisiana 
Benton Chicken Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Benton_Chicken_Swap.html

MARYLAND
April 29, 2023 
Sharpsburg, Maryland 
Maryland Poultry Swap & Farmers 
Market 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Maryland_Poultry_Swap.html

MASSACHUSETTS
May 7, 2023 
Brockton, Massachusetts      
New England Bantam Club Spring 
Show        
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
New_England_Bantam_Club_Fall_
Show.html

MICHIGAN
April 29, 2023 
Imlay City, Michigan 
Michigan Bird & Game Breeders 
Assoc. Sale — Imlay 
http://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Michigan_Game_Breeders_Swap_
Imlay.html

MINNESOTA
April 1, 2023 
St James, Minnesota 
New Ulm Bird & Small Animal Swap & 
Sale Days  
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Brown_Co_Pigeon_Poultry_Club_
Swap.html

April 8, 2023 
Plainview, Minnesota 
Ole McNallan Farm Small Animal 
Swap
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Ole_McNallan_Farm_Small_Animal_
Swap.html

May 6, 2023 
New Ulm, Minnesota 
New Ulm Bird & Small Animal Swap & 
Sale Days  
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Brown_Co_Pigeon_Poultry_Club_
Swap.html

MISSOURI
April 7-9, 2023 
Boonville, Missouri 
Lake of the Ozarks Pigeon Club 
Swapper's Days 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Lake_of_the_Ozarks_Pigeon_Club_
Swappers_Days.html

April 15, 2023 
Sedalia, Missouri 
Missouri State Poultry Association 
Swap and Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Missouri_State_Poultry_Association.
html

April 15, 2023 
Sedalia, Missouri 
Missouri State Poultry Association 
Swap and Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Minnesota_State_Poultry_Association.html

NEBRASKA
April 23, 2023 
Lexington, Nebraska 
Lexington Spring Exotic Bird and 
Animal Auction 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Lexington_Fall_Exotic_Bird_an_
Animal_Auction.html

April 29, 2023 
Arlington, Nebraska 
Rural Nebraska Poultry and Livestock 
Spring Market 

April 29-30, 2023 
Norfolk, Nebraska 
Nelson Alternative Livestock Auction 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Nelson_Alternative_Livestock_
Auction.html

NEW YORK
May 7, 2023 
Schaghticoke, New York        
Brunswick Grange Tailgate Swap       
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Tailgate_Sale-Schaghticoke.html

NORTH CAROLINA
May 20, 2023 
Taylorsville, North Carolina   
Carolina Chickenstock Taylorsville     
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Carolina_Chickenstock_Taylorsville.html

OHIO
April 1, 2023 
Marysville, Ohio 
BLT Livestock Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
BLT_Livestock_Auction.html

April 2, 2023 
Eaton, Ohio 
Dayton Fancy Feather Club Swap Days
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Dayton_Fancy_Feather_Club_Swap_
Days.html

April 15, 2023 
Fremont, Ohio 
Fremont Pigeon Club Spring Swap     
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Fremont_Pigeon_Club.html

April 22-23, 2023 
Lucasville, Ohio 
Lucasville Trade Days 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Lucasville_Trade_Days.html
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April 29-30, 2023 
Greenville, Ohio 
Dayton Fancy Feather Club 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Dayton_Fancy_Feather_Club.html

May 6, 2023 
Jefferson, Ohio 
Western Reserve Poultry Club Show  
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Western_Reserve_Poultry_Club.html

May 13-14, 2023 
Chillicothe, Ohio 
Chillicothe Trade Days 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Chillicothe_Trade_Days.html

May 19-20, 2023 
Mt Hope, Ohio 
Mid Ohio Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Mid_Ohio_Swap.html

OREGON
May 20, 2023 
Canby, Oregon 
Clackamas County Spring Fling 
Poultry & Pigeon Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Clackamas_County_Spring_Fling_
Poultry_Pigeon_Show.html

PENNSYLVANIA
April 15, 2023 
Lebanon, Pennsylvania 
Lebanon Valley Livestock Market & 
Exotic Animal Sale 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Lebanon_Valley_Livestock_Market.html

May 6, 2023 
Halifax, Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania Avicultural Society 
Tailgate  
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Pennsylvania_Avicultural_Society_
Tailgate.html
May 20, 2023 
Ephrata, Pennsylvania
Green Dragon Small Animial Auction 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Green_Dragon_Small_Animial_
Auction.html

May 20-21, 2023 
Meadville, Pennsylvania 
Tri-State Poultry Association Show    
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Tri-State_Poultry_Association_Show.
html

SOUTH CAROLINA
April 22, 2023 
Easley, South Carolina 
Dacusville Chickenstock 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Dacusville_Chickenstock.html

TENNESSEE
April 1, 2023-December 30, 1899      
Cleveland, Tennessee 
Flock Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Flock_Swap.html

April 22, 2023 
Knoxville, Tennessee 
Tennessee Valley Poultry Club Spring Fling
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Dixie_Classic.html

May 6, 2023 
Cleveland, Tennessee 
Flock Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Flock_Swap.html

TEXAS
April 1, 2023 
Pleasonton, Texas 
South Texas Spring Classic 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
South_Texas_Winter_Classic.html

April 8, 2023 
Gilmer, Texas 
East Texas Poultry Trade Days            
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
East_Texas_Poultry_Trades_Day.html

April 29, 2023 
Amarillo, Texas 
Amarillo Bantam Club Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Amarillo_Bantam_Club.html

May 6, 2023 
Waxahachie, Texas 
Ellis County Poultry Trade Days          
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Ellis_County_Poultry_Trade_Days.html

VIRGINIA
April 15, 2023 
Suffolk, Virginia 
Epps Farm Supply Co Livestock Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Epps_
Farm_Supply_Co_Livestock_Swap.html

May 6, 2023 
Glen Allen, Virginia 
Gilmanor Swap & Sale 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Gilmanor_Swap_Sale.html

WASHINGTON
April 13-16, 2023 
Payallup, Washington 
Washington State Spring Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Payallup_Fair.html

April 22, 2023 
Stevenson, Washington 
CRPE Spring Invitational 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Washington_Poultry_Exhibitors_
Invitational.html

WISCONSIN
April 8, 2023 
Amherst, Wisconsin 
PK Small Animal Swap & Flea 
Market 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
PK_Small_Animal_Auction.html

April 22, 2023 
Amherst, Wisconsin 
PK Small Animal Swap & Flea Market
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
PK_Small_Animal_Auction.html

April 29, 2023 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin
Tri-City Riding Club Dale Carlson 
Small Animal Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Tri-City_Riding_Club_Dale_Carlson_
Swap.html

May 6, 2023 
Amherst, Wisconsin 
PK Small Animal Swap & Flea Market 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
PK_Small_Animal_Auction.html

May 6, 2023 
Medford, Wisconsin 
Taylor County Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Taylor_County_Swap.html

May 20, 2023 
Amherst, Wisconsin 
PK Small Animal Swap & Flea 
Market 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
PK_Small_Animal_Auction.html

May 20, 2023 
Shawano, Wisconsin 
Shawano County 4-H small animal 
swap       
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Shawano_County_4-H_Small_Animal_
Swap.html

coming events
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IS HERE!IS HERE!
®

Hatching & Shipping
Since 1936

CHICKENS • BANTAMS • DUCKS • GEESE • TURKEYS • & MORE

CALL US FOR A FREE CATALOG TODAY!

Cackle Hatchery®Cackle Hatchery®

Order online at
www.cacklehatchery.com

or call 417.532.4581
P.O. Box 529 | Lebanon, MO 65336 

Order online at
www.cacklehatchery.com

or call 417.532.4581
P.O. Box 529 | Lebanon, MO 65336 

We Carry Over

Varieties
of Poultry

200

Visit our website
www.cacklehatchery.com

for weekly sales!
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marketplace

CONNECT 
ONLINE WITH 

BACKYARD 
POULTRY:

backyardpoultry. 
iamcountryside.com

ADVERTISE WITH US!
To advertise in marketplace, email

adinfo@ogdenpubs.comor call 800-678-5779

IF YOU'RE 
READING THIS, 
SO ARE YOUR 
CUSTOMERS.

ADVERTISE 
WITH US!
To advertise in 

marketplace, email
adinfo@ogdenpubs.com
or call 800-678-5779

The Chicken Mobile 
Stagecoach

chickenmobilestagecoach.com

Moves easily with one person, 
available in three different sizes.

Order CD plans through mail, printed 
plans, or electronic download version.

*Makes up to 128 gallons with 1 tablespoon per gallon.

*Commercial quantities also available.
208-602-2844  •  www.DrJimZ.com

S1
58

11
2-
1

64oz Jug

2995*
+ Free Shipping!!

Best Natural Fertilizer On Earth
“Chicken Soup for the Soil® improves your soil by feeding the 

microbes and supplying all the nutrients most fertilizers neglect.”

± Grow higher quality fruits & vegetables 
with more color, better taste, less bug 
infestations & disease.

± Contains all the elements in the periodic 
table (sea nutrients, amino acids, humic, 
fulvic, and other herbal extracts).

± All natural, toxin free, & bioavailable.
± Non-leaching formula / nutrients 

accumulate over time.
± Perfect for gardeners, growers,

and farmers.

Grow higher quality fruits & vegetables 
with more color, better taste, less bug 
infestations & disease.
Contains all the elements in the periodic 
table (sea nutrients, amino acids, humic, 
fulvic, and other herbal extracts).
All natural, toxin free, & bioavailable.
Non-leaching formula / nutrients 
accumulate over time.
Perfect for gardeners, growers, 
ranchers and farmers.

“Chicken Soup for the Soil® improves your soil by feeding the 
microbes and supplying all the nutrients most fertilizers neglect.”

*Makes up to 128 gallons with 1 tablespoon per gallon. Full Money Back Guarantee!

*Commercial quantities available - Works On Pastures

888-394-4454 • www.DrJimZ.com

64oz Jug

+ Free Shipping!!
3495*
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AdorStore
Automatic Doors for Chickens

Guineas, Ducks, Peacocks & Turkeys

Rugged Galvanized Steel
Direct sprocket drive - locks shut
1 year warranty
Complete and Ready to screw to wall
Does NOT need electric/solar
Runs a full year or more on a battery
Free battery included
Ideal for remote location
Manual over-ride & status indicator
Can be mounted inside or outside
Remote operation compatible with 
      wifi and home automation
Free shipping (excluding Canada and Turkey Door)

opens at sunrise
closes at sunset

(adjustable)

Allogic Inc/AdorStore
P.O. Box 217

New Ulm, TX 78950

Call or Order Online
832-444-0192 (voice or text)
email: info@adorstore.com

www.adorstore.com

Made in USA

3 Door Sizes (opening)

12.5”W x 20”H (Turkey)
10.5”W x 13”H (Chicken)

10.5”W x 9”H (Mini)

Shown with optional Canopy

HHaattcchheerryy
Specializing in:

Cornish Cross 
Broilers Red 

Broilers
White Leghorns 
Brown Sexlink 
Black Sexlink 

Rhode Island Reds 
and more!

Website:
www.valleyfarmshatchery.com

Phone:
(256)314-2282

Mail:
Valley Farms Hatchery

PO Box 2201
Muscle Shoals, AL 35662

NPIP CERTIFIED HATCHERY SHIPPING WEEKLY

Automatic turning
Humidity pump
Professional results 

Ideal for the new user!

Premier1Supplies.com
800-282-6631

Borotto Egg
Incubators

4 sizes 
to suit

From our FARM to 
YOUR BARN, we have 
all of the supplies you 
need for your poultry 

and small animals.

RogierPoultrySupplies.com

Call: Katlyn 618-974-2898 or Tim 618-410-4105
Find us on Facebook: Rogier Poultry Supplies



78     BACKYARD POULTRY  |  APRIL/MAY 2023

A BEAUTIFUL  A BEAUTIFUL  
TWO-STORY BARN COOPTWO-STORY BARN COOP

BY NICK POLLACK
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A BEAUTIFULA BEAUTIFUL
TWO-STORY BARN COOPTWO-STORY BARN COOP

OUR WONDERFUL backyard coop is a 12-feet wide 
by 16-feet long, 16-feet tall, two-story replica of a 
Monitor Barn. We chose a barn style to complement 

the over 150-year-old homestead site we call home, which 
hasn’t had a barn for many years. The coop is located front 
and center as you enter our driveway, making it a focal point 
of our farmyard. Key features include a vintage cupola off of 
a turn-of-the-century chicken coop, antique nesting boxes, 
custom-built roosts, feed/supply room, large windows, a 
young pen for raising chicks, and a ramp to the upper level 
wrap-around roosts.

We used a rough sketch as a blueprint knowing we wanted 
to build it fairly large for the chickens to have room during 
the long Minnesota winters. It was built with all of the 
framing material salvaged from a shed my son and I tore 
down. My buddy, upon replacing all the doors and windows 
on his house, gave me the used doors and windows. The 
roof is standing-seam metal sourced from a neighbor’s scrap 
pile. The side walls and floor are a minimum of R-19 value 
and the ceilings are R-30. With this R-value, we are able 
to withstand a 20-below-zero degrees Fahrenheit stretch of 
winter with internal temperatures about 0 to 5 degrees F. with 
no heat source. We have designed the larger picture window 
on the second level to be south facing to maximize the winter 
passive solar benefits. The lower level windows are double 
hung windows and open to allow a nice cross breeze in the 
summer heat. 

Inside, there's plenty of room for 4-hole, 6-hole, and 15-
hole nesting boxes. The chickens are free range, however 
two hanging 25-pound feeders and a 6-gallon waterer were 
installed for winter. The young pen is approximately 4-feet 
by 12-feet, with chicken wire as a divider to seperate the 
chicks from the older chickens, but still allowing them 
to acclimate.  The feed room is 4-feet by 4-feet with an 
in-swinging door that gives us the ability to store two 
30-gallon trashcans of feed, up to 10 five-gallon buckets,
and two bales of pine shavings on shelving all constructed of
reclaimed lumber. In three corners of the lower level unique
configurations of roosts provide lots of space. To allow the
chickens access to the upper level of the coop we installed
a wire-closet shelving ramp that leads to a 16-inch-wide
internal “balcony” around the perimeter. The chickens very
much enjoy the “balcony,” especially where they can roost in
front of three windows and a picture window.

Lastly, the coop has been landscaped with daylilies 
transferred from Grandma’s garden remnants. They make for 
excellent space for the chickens and chicks to explore, hide, 
and forage amongst. We love our 50 chicken “babies” and, 
as of today, our 40+ chicks that are less than a week old. We 
also enjoy the attention our coop size and design receives.

Nick Pollack
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Answer Key

just for fun

Backyard Poultry Spring Word Search
Have fun completing this word search! Most of the words are found in this issue of Backyard Poultry. 

COCKEREL
MEATBALLS
LADYFINGERS
FERTILITY 
CHARITY
LOVE
STAMINA 
HEALTH
KNOWLEDGE
POLLINATORS
SPRING 
ETERNITY
KRASHANKA
TRYPILLIAN
ZENOBIA 
UKRAINE 
PYSANKY
STAPHYLOCOCCUS
PARASITE
OMPHALITIS
CORYZA 
INFLUENZA
POLYDONTUS
MONGOLIA
COTURNIX
NARRAGANSETT
HERITAGE
CONFORMATION
FIBROMELANOSIS
INSULATION
LANDRACE
HEDEMORA
COMETS
EGGSHELL
CALCIUM
METHIONINE
LYSINE 
PROTEIN
INGREDIENTS
HUTTEGEM 
DENDERMONDSE
MAGPIE
SUSSEX 
DORKING 
MUDCHUTE 
VENTILATION 
COOPS
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Show us your art skills by coloring this Buckeye!
Enjoy this coloring page, courtesy of illustrator Carolyn Guske and The Livestock Conservancy! 

Once you're done, snap a picture and send it to us via email at editor@backyardpoultrymag.com or 
via snail mail at Backyard Poultry, Attn: Coloring Pages, 1503 SW 42nd St, Topeka, KS 66609.

www.LivestockConservancy.org

Buckeye  [buhk-ahy] - A true “All-American” breed, the Buckeye is 
well known for both its friendliness and plentiful eggs. The roosters 
emit a full range of sounds beyond those typical of many other 
chicken breeds, including a dinosaur-like roar! Egg color: brown

Buckeye

www.LivestockConservancy.org

Buckeye  [buhk-ahy] - A true “All-American” breed, the Buckeye is 
well known for both its friendliness and plentiful eggs. The roosters 
emit a full range of sounds beyond those typical of many other 
chicken breeds, including a dinosaur-like roar! Egg color: brown

Buckeye
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A colorful selection of art submitted by our readers!

just for fun

1. Oscar Kizlinski, age 7;
2. Titus Moldenhauser, age 7;

3. Ava Heppe, age 9;
4. Lyle Rosenblatt, age 6;
5. Evelyn Casarez, age 5;

6. Cordelia Dyson, age 10;
7. Maddie Stevenson, age 7;

8. Violet Kizlinski, age 7

1   2

4

3

7

5 6

8

20% OFF ALL ORDERS
USE CODE “BACKYARD2023”AT CHECKOUT

Offer valid thru 12/31/2023

HUNGRY HENS? 
GRAB SOME GRUBS!

happyhentreats.com
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USE CODE “BACKYARD2023”AT CHECKOUT

Offer valid thru 12/31/2023

HUNGRY HENS? 
GRAB SOME GRUBS!

happyhentreats.com



2023 Chicks

PRE-ORDERS FOR 

SPRING CHICKS OPEN

EARLY NOVEMBER

Defining Quality
for Generations

SCAN TO REQUEST A FREE CATALOG

For over a century, Murray McMurray Hatchery has remained a trusted,  
family-owned business, working tirelessly to ensure our poultry meets the  
highest standards. Whether you are an experienced enthusiast, or just embarking  
on the journey, look to McMurray Hatchery for guaranteed quality rare and  
Heritage breeds, low minimums, and all the supplies you need to raise your flock. 
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