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from the  
editor

Carla 
Tilghman, 

Editor

Stronger with 
Community

Carla Tilghman

HELLO BACKYARD POULTRY 
readers. I was going to write 
about mealworms and winter 

feed for the Dec22/Jan23 issue. But, 
as most of you know, life changes. 
So, instead, I’m going to write about 
community, the kind we need pretty 
much every day. 

My mom grew up on a farm in Texas 
in the 1930s, and I treasure memories of 
sitting on the porch of my grandmother’s 
house, listening to the women in the 
family talk about life. They were blunt 
(and I do mean blunt) and talked about 
everything: how to farm, raise kids, 
dress, find love, leave crappy situations, 
earn your own money, be married, not 
be married, cook, brew, tend sickness, 
raise animals, and more. When I’ve 
thought back on everything I learned, 
there was a thread that ran through all of 
it. Community. 

In raising critters and growing 
food these days, I hear a lot of folks 
talk about self-sufficiency, doing for 
themselves, making everything they 
need for their families. But when I 
sat on the long porch and helped my 
grandmother and great-aunt make 
rag rugs, they talked about working 
together to do everything. Not just the 
immediate family, but the neighbors, 
neighbors of neighbors, and sometimes 
complete strangers. 

I’m not someone who’s prone 
to waxing rhapsodic about a rosy 
past. There are a lot of things 
about the present that I like just 
fine (cough, cough: plumbing, my 
phone, antibiotics …). But the main 
thing that I learned from ancestral 
women was that nothing happens 
in isolation. Work is better, more 
enjoyable, and often more efficient 
with community — including for 
magazines. 

This issue, I wasn’t able to perform 
a lot of my usual duties as lead editor. 
But I’m surrounded by a wonderful 
community of women editors, co-
workers, and designers who jumped in 
to make this wonderful issue. Ingrid 
Butler took the lead to shepherd 
articles through the editing process. 
Karmin Garrison is an amazing 
content and copy editor. Samantha 
Ingersoll creates the magazine’s look 
and layout. Ana Skemp is a wiz at 
finding folks on social media for us to 
feature, and, of course, Marissa Ames 
is an incredibly supportive Editorial 
Director. 

A huge thank you to ALL the 
women in my communities.
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flock community

The Bock and 
Roll Band

BY CHRISTINA AND ZOE TOMAS

Hard Work Pays Off For 
One Entrepreneurial 

Chicken Trainer

Zoe has been obsessed with birds ever since she 
begged her parents for a vulture when she was 5. Her 
parents compromised and gifted her a 1-week-old 

pigeon baby just before her 6th birthday.
She named the baby Harmoni, and dutifully hand-fed 

her as often as possible. She carefully weighed the baby 
bird at the beginning of each day to make sure she was 
gaining weight. Harmoni grew into a lovely little bird, and 
Zoe took her everywhere with her, even on family camping 
trips.

Zoe and the band. 

Hallow, a Bantam Modern Game rooster. 
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The Chance of a Lifetime
As the world began to open up again, an animal trainer 

friend of the family called to see if Zoe had any interest 
in training her chickens for a TV show. Zoe jumped at 
the chance, and in October 2020, she appeared on the 
Nickelodeon show Unleashed. She loved crafting an act with 
the chickens and training them. Trilla and Hallow, a Bantam 
Modern rooster, became the stars of her act. She even trained 
two white pigeons to fly to her hand to open the show.

Zoe loved being on set. Those two days on the set of 
Unleashed made months of hard work and training totally 
worth it! After that, she decided to be a bird trainer for the 
film industry and a chicken breeder when she grew up.

Inspired by the success of her first chicken act, Zoe wondered 
what else she could train her chickens to do. One day, she saw 
a YouTube video of a group of chickens playing with miniature 
instruments. She loved the idea and immediately started looking 
for as many tiny instruments as she could find. She settled on 
a piano, a guitar, bongo drums, chimes, and an adorable mini 
drum set with cymbals. The band was born!

That Old-Time Bock And Roll
Zoe really wanted to get back on a film set with her 

chickens, so in January 2022, she pulled all of her chicken 
tricks together into a brand new act called “The Bock and 
Roll Band.”

Hallow started off the act, jumping through “flaming” 
hoops that got taller and taller. Then he leapt off Zoe’s back 
onto a tightrope and jumped onto a platform that released 
Trilla from a hidden basket. She took over the act, running 
through a miniature agility course and through a tunnel 
before leaping to pull down two banners that read “And Now 
The” and “Bock and Roll Band!” Lastly, she jumped up to a 
toy piano and was joined by Hallow. As they began to play, 
Zoe pulled back a curtain to reveal four more chickens, all 
playing their own instruments.

Zoe’s mom submitted her act to the show America’s 
Got Talent, and the very next day, received an email that 
they would love to have The Bock and Roll Band audition 
in front of the live judges. On June 7, her audition aired 
as part of season 17 of the show! Zoe and the chickens 
did a great job, earning uproarious approvals from the 
judges. Auditioning on America’s Got Talent was a great 
experience. Zoe and her chickens had a blast being on set 
and performing in front of a huge live audience.

A Bright Future
Since America’s Got Talent, Zoe has expanded her 

Bantam flock to include some new breeds, including a huge 
Broad Breasted Bronze tom turkey named Frank the Tank. 
She’s working on teaching this new group the basics before 
they can join the band.

Her parents are so proud of her and of how extremely 
motivated and focused she is. She’s out there perfecting her 
craft every day and making her dream a reality! 

The Start of a Dream
In the fall of her 6th year, Zoe met some Bantam Old 

English roosters at her town’s annual fair. She fell in love 
with the sweet, tiny chickens and dreamed of owning her 
own flock one day. She begged her parents to let her watch 
every chicken YouTube video and buy her every book about 
chickens they could find. She memorized every fact she 
could about their behavior, care, and breeding, and became a 
devoted Backyard Poultry reader.

When she was 7 years old, Zoe met a wonderful family 
who ran the local 4-H poultry club. They sold her a tiny, 
1-week-old Bantam that she named Chickpea. Chickpea was
a Silver Duckwing Bantam Old English rooster, and from
there, Zoe’s flock slowly grew to include a few more Old
English, some Bantam Cochins, and two beautiful Bantam
Moderns. By the time the COVID-19 pandemic hit, Zoe was
ready to hatch her first eggs!

She was gifted a seven-egg incubator and a chick 
warmer by her relatives, and by May, she had her first 
six homegrown chicks! She kept her favorite baby, a 
ridiculously round Cochin hen named Trilla. As Trilla grew, 
Zoe continued to educate herself as much as possible with 
books and videos.

Teaching Birds New Tricks
One day, she stumbled on some videos of a chicken being 

trained to do a simple agility course. She loved the idea of 
training Trilla, so she asked her father to make her a tiny course. 
She had watched her mother train the family dogs in agility. 
Her mother always used a training clicker and treats for the 
dogs, so why couldn’t a chicken be trained in the same way?

Zoe got a clicker and some of Trilla’s favorite treats and 
started teaching her how to follow and to come when called. 
Zoe put a ping pong ball on a stick and “target trained” 
Trilla. Target training is also commonly used in dog training. 
Trilla learned that when she pecked the end of the ball, she 
got a click and a treat. Trilla was an excellent student, and 
before long, the little fluff ball was bouncing over the jumps, 
darting across the platforms, and leaping up in the air to 
peck at the target stick for her favorite treats.

Mist, a Cochin/Old English cross, plays the guitar. 
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The newest members of Zoe’s flock. Hallow going over his highest jump. Zoe in front of her show chickens’ coop.

Hallow, a Bantam Modern Game rooster, and 
one of the stars of the Bock and Roll Band. 

Trilla, Zoe’s favorite hen, and the first chicken 
she trained. Trilla is a Frizzle Bantam Cochin. 

Zoe’s first chicken, Chickpea, a Bantam Old 
English rooster. 

Zoe and Harmoni the pigeon. Zoe in 2020 outside the stage with Trilla on 
the set of Nickelodeon’s Unleashed. 

Zoe and Frank the Tank.
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Zoe is out there perfecting her craft every day 
and making her dream a reality!

Zoe and her rooster 
Hallow waiting to 
audition.

Zoe trains Frank to play the piano. Carnation, a Mille Fleur rooster, is learning to 
play the bongos. 

Zoe and her brother Kai with their favorite 
chickens in front of the Pasadena Civic 
Auditorium during the filming of her audition. 
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Do You Have 
Something to Crow About?

We want to hear from you. Send questions, comments, opinions, advice,  
coming events, etc. to: Backyard Poultry Editor, 1503 SW 42nd St, Topeka, KS 66609 

or email editor@backyardpoultrymag.com. 

Backyard Poultry Subscription
I wanted to say I love your magazine and plan on 

renewing my subscription this payday. I have been raising 
chickens since I can remember. Growing up with chickens 
really teaches you a lot about life, love, and loss. As a child, 
they taught me responsibility and to be kind, and now as 
an adult of 27 years old, they teach me how to have a good 
laugh. I recently was diagnosed with major depression, and 
having the responsibility of having to care for something 
gave me the excuse to get up in the morning. Chickens are 
really great for cheering me up. They love to hop all over 
me and make me laugh, even on the worst days. They make 
good therapy pets.

Instagram reader

In Response to “Birds of a Feather Stop 
Laying Together” from Aug/Sept 22

This was a wonderful article. Thank you for explaining 
the molting cycle. I do agree with the UK and their molting 
standards. These girls provide us with eggs so healthy and 
tasty that we should willingly give them a break while they 
molt.

LaVerne Knight

Dandelions
My ladies love dandelions more than anything, even 

clover. When I cannot give them my undivided attention 
to roam for 2 to 3 hours (neighbor dogs), they stay in 
their pen and I gather about a 3 quart bowl of packed 
dandelions. I try to leave the blossoms for bees, but 
they’re like candy, and unless I get one for each girl, all 
mayhem breaks loose. I leave my rural lawn to grow tall, 
so the dandelions also grow tall. No pesticides ever. Bugs 
are tasty!

Marina Heilman

Black Australorps
I have four Black Australorps in my small 15-bird flock; 

the iridescent green and blue feathers around their necks are 
amazing. I didn’t really want broody birds, but they were 

the last four chicks at a hardware store, and I got them for 
the price of one. Little did I know at the time, they would 
become one of my favorite breeds. They get along great with 
my Buff Orpington and Silkies great.

Clinton Becker

Treats
I fill a dog treat ball with seeds and mealworms. My birds 

love to peck at it and roll it around to get the treats. They all 
take turns. I bought it on Chewy. I do it when we go away or 
at night. It’s cute to watch.

Mary Koszuta

Guineas
I have my first flock of eight guineas. They are about 3 

months old and are being raised with my chickens. So far, I 
am in love with them. They are just starting to squawk, and 
I don’t find it annoying at all. They are getting along with 
the chickens, and they are all penned. We have so many 
predators that my flock would be quickly diminished if they 
free-ranged. I am feeding meat bird crumble, supplementing 
with cracked corn and all my garden and kitchen scraps. I 
was delighted to learn that the guineas live a long time!

Wyffels Farm

Chicken Feed
I feed my chickens organic feed. The feed store near me 

carries it. My chickens free-range in my yard. I don’t use any 
pesticides or herbicides. My chickens are very spoiled. They 
get mealworms daily. They’re not organic, but they’re non-
GMO. I do the best I can with organic. They love watermelon 
too, but I can’t find organic in that. They are also beggars. If I 
sit down during the day for a snack, they are right there with 
the dogs. They’ve even taken food from the dogs. I usually 
have nuts and seeds, fruits, and some gluten-free chips … so 
I’m not perfect with the chickens. I quit worrying so much 
about what I fed them when I saw them eating mice. I figured 
they know what’s good for them. Chickens are pretty smart.

Debbie Fleischer
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In Response to “Top 10 Chicken 
Nesting Boxes” from June/July 22

We recently moved from one state to another and have 
hundreds of containers, so we are using the small plastic 
storage containers for our nest boxes. I turned them upside 
down, so the lid is on the bottom, then we cut out an opening 
big enough for the chickens. They’ve been working out 
great.

Kit Miller

Chicken Math
Hello, Carla!
In my world, chicken math, by an act of God, means one 

chicken equals infinity. 
Twenty-some years ago, my husband decided that he 

wanted geese and guinea fowl as watch animals and tick 
eaters. It didn't take much convincing to get me to agree.

Now, Dave is the pastor of a small country church. One 
of his parishioners keeps poultry. This friend had a friend 
who needed to rehome some geese and guineas. Our pen 
wasn't ready in time, so the parishioner took in the birds for 
a week while we got things finished. One morning, he went 
out to check on the birds and found a little red Bantam hen 
in the pen with the geese and guineas. He asked around, 
and no one knew where she had come from. There was no 

visible way in or out 
of the pen. She had 
simply appeared from 
nowhere, it seemed. 

Well, when Dave 
went to pick up our 
birds, his parishioner 
didn't want to keep 
the hen, so she came 
along. I fell in love 
with watching that 
little red girl. Then, 
one fine day, a small 
brown oval appeared 
in the pen and I took 
it in the house. “Dave, look!” 

He said, "Um, it's an egg.”
"I know. Do you think it's good to eat?" 
"Did you feed her anything nasty?"
"No, of course not!" 
"Then it's good to eat."
Well, that was the tastiest egg I have ever had in my life. I 

have literally lost count of the number of chickens we have 
owned since then. Therefore, by an act of God, one chicken 
equals infinity. 

Have a great day!

Barb Ritchie
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FOLLOW ALONG 
with our small flock 

journey on Instagram: 
@backyardpoultrymag

Flocks to
Follow

@backyardpoultry
@poultrymagazine

FOLLOW US HERE TOO!

TAG YOUR  
PICTURES with  
#backyardpoultrymag 
and you could be featured in our next issue!

@far
m73

@lhsimplelivin
g

@sarahdelorey
@the_chick

en_girl73

@bfantabulou
s

@farm.ia
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ask the expert

ASK THE ExpertsExperts Marissa aMes
Editorial Director,
Backyard Poultry 

magazine

ALL-ACCESS MEMBERS can read hundreds of health and behavior questions and answers, 
submitted through the years, at: backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/ask-the-expert/

Carla TilghMan
Managing Editor,
Backyard Poultry 

magazine

MYCOPLASMA AND CHICKENS
In your Mycoplasma and Chickens article, you 

recommend using dried herbs, but we’ve only found 
powder. We used the same recipe, but our mixture has 
turned into a play dough-like substance in the jar, and 
when we shake it, the substance turns into balls. Did 
we do something wrong? Can you send us a link to 
the herb you used? 

https://backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/feed-health/
the-truth-about-mycoplasma-and-chickens/

Anton

Hello Anton,
There are a couple of things you can do. You can get the 

herb in leaf form by looking for Meniran or Quebra Pedra tea. 
In the dry powder form, if you sprinkle the powder over 

dry chicken feed, and then wet the whole thing, the chickens 
will eat the full amount, and the herb itself won't clump up.

Carla

HENS STOPPED LAYING
I have 11 chickens. Eight of them are 2 years old and 

three are 1 year old. Practically overnight, the eight 
older chickens stopped laying any eggs. We have only 
gotten three eggs a day over the last four weeks from 
the younger hens. 

None of the older chickens have molted except 
one. She began to molt not in the fall, but in February 
2022. She has yet to rebound and thrive. All of her 
feathers look frizzy and unhealthy. When one of the 
older chickens does lay an egg, it is torn and soft-
shelled. It is not the one that’s having a hard molt. I 
know this because of the color of the egg. 

They eat the same food every day from a hanging 
feeder, have ample fresh water, and crushed oyster 
shells and grit always available to them in the covered 
run. I also give them treats of scratch, mealworms, 
sunflower seeds, and veggie scraps, and they free-
range every day. 

The chicken coop is 8-by-12-feet with a covered 8-by-
12-foot run. The coop has ample ventilation, light, and
one 12-foot roost bar and three 4-foot roost bars, all
of which are wrapped in jute rope. We have six nesting
boxes approximately 3.5 feet off the ground in the
coop. We use a deep litter method with organic hemp.

We live in eastern Washington state where the 
average highs have been 75 to 85 degrees Fahrenheit 
during the day and 45 to 55 degrees F at night. We 
have very few places for them to be hiding their eggs 
away from the nesting boxes and have searched these 
areas extensively daily for weeks. 

We have checked them repeatedly for any lice or 
mites and their poop has been of normal color and 
consistency. I’ve only been raising chickens for two 
years and care for these girls very much. I read and 
research as much as I can but am completely stumped 
right now. They all seem to be happy and healthy and 
not under any stress from predators.

I just am hoping to get any input that could explain 
this sudden change. Thank you!

These are my thoughts:
If the chickens free-range, then I would first send a feces 

sample to a veterinarian to check for internal worms. Those 
can cause ragged feathers (specifically) and a reduction in 
egg count and quality. If the fecal comes back clean, I would 
continue to feed health foods that support feather growth. 
The mealworms are good for that, since they are high in 
protein. But you shouldn't raise the protein too far above that 
because of a risk of gout and liver damage. 

But if all health checks, including internal, come back 
clean, then it's likely that she caught a virus that she got 
over, but her feathers and eggs haven't gotten back to 
normal. It takes about six months for chickens to fully 
recover from infectious bronchitis or egg drop syndrome, but 
they almost always go back to laying normal eggs. And the 
frizzy feathers should replace themselves with the next molt.

Marissa
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MUSCOVY DUCKS
Hello,
I have Muscovy ducks and I read about hardware 

disease. I feed my ducks in metal pans — galvanized 
steel. Is it safe for them or should I toss them?

Hi there,
I have great news: hardware disease is specifically 

when an animal swallows pieces of metal, which can then 
puncture the digestive tract and cause internal bleeding. I 
would only worry about your pans if they were so rusted and 
worn out that metal flakes land in the food. In which case, 
they may not hold water anyway and are worth throwing out. 
I hope this helps!

Marissa

FRESH EGGS
Hi there! I am wondering if it’s okay to use “fresh” 

eggs collected less than two days ago? It’s Sunday 
morning and they were collected Friday afternoon. 
Thank you!

Amanda

Hi, Amanda,
While you most likely can use those eggs for water 

glassing, you will want to do a little inspection first. Be sure 
there is no mud or debris that you would need to wash off. 
If the eggs are dirty, use them instead for omelets or baking. 
Second, because it's so hot right now, candle those eggs. If 
you can see a clear distinction between a round, solid yolk 
and the surrounding albumen, then the egg is fine. But if the 
yolk looks ruptured or if you can't see any distinct yolk within 
the egg, then toss those because they're already starting to go 
bad and aren't even safe for fresh eating.

Here is a great story on how to tell if eggs are bad. (Hint: 
the float test only determines how much air has seeped into 
the shell.)

https://backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/eggs-meat/
how-to-tell-if-eggs-are-bad/

Please let us know if you have any questions!
Marissa

FERMENTING
What grains do you use in fermenting?

Viki 

Hi Viki,
Using either pellets or crumble is fine, but you should 

also add in other grains such as wheat, oats, and sunflower 
seeds. There is no set ratio of how many grains to add, as 

long as you have a good mix of these grains with the feed. 
The reason to add these grains is that they already contain 
the natural yeast that you need, which would have been 
baked out of the pelleted or crumble feed. Whole wheat 
grains are fairly easy to find in bulk at natural health stores 
or a Winco store. You can probably find most of the other 
grains there, too, and can get the black oil sunflower seeds 
at a feed store.

Good luck fermenting your feed! We would love to hear 
how your chickens do on it, compared to just crumble or 
pellets.

If you haven't yet read it, here are the basic steps for 
fermenting your chicken feed: https://backyardpoultry.
iamcountryside.com/feed-health/10-tips-for-fermenting-
chicken-feed/

Marissa

CHICKENS AND OATS
I have free-range chickens so when I go to feed my 

horses oats, the chickens ask me for some. I throw them 
a pail and they seem to think that is a treat. But I do know 
oats are about 7% protein. Most of my chickens are 5 
years or older. Is this a bad thing to do for the old girls?

Jim 

Hi Jim,
Thanks for your inquiry. 
Oats are an excellent supplement for your chickens. Just 

be sure that it's only a supplement, not their whole diet. 
Most commercial feeds have 16% to 18% for hens. 

Your birds are older, but prime-age laying hens are at risk 
for Fatty Liver Hemorrhagic Syndrome if they eat too many 
carbs. So, limit the oats to about 3% of their total diet. 

I've linked an article below that covers oats for chickens in 
quite a bit of detail. 

Let me know if I can help with anything else.

https://backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/feed-health/
can-chickens-eat-oatmeal/

Carla

HEN WITH SWELLING
We have found that she has a balloon-sized swelling 

below her vent/anus and it is making it hard for her 
to walk. The vent area looks clean. She presses her 
bottom towards the ground, her walk has a waddle, 
and sometimes stumbles. She is also panting. She 
is eating and pecking like the rest of the girls in the 
garden area. None of the other hens have it. What do 
you think it is and what can we do? I appreciate any 
help you can give. I can send photos if necessary.

Thank you,
Cynthia
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Hi Cynthia,
It sounds like she has ascites, and she should see a 

veterinarian if you have one available.
Ascites, or "water belly," is when fluid collects in the 

abdomen. It causes substantial swelling and can make the 
chicken walk like a penguin. The most common causes 
for ascites include infection and organ failure — some of 
which can be addressed, and some which can't, but both 
need a veterinarian to diagnose definitively. If she is older 
and her comb/wattles look purple, then I assume organ 
failure to be the cause. Some internal infections include 
peritonitis and salpingitis. Peritonitis occurs when a yolk 
deposits within the body cavity instead of traveling down 
the oviduct like it's supposed to. This yolk causes internal 
inflammation that can soon become infection. It can also 
be treated if it hasn't progressed too far. Salpingitis — 
infection/inflammation of the oviduct — usually occurs 
due to bacteria but it can also be viral, fungal, or from 
mechanical injury. The infection may first present as vent 
gleet, maybe a lash egg, but by the time the hen shows 
abdominal swelling it has become fairly advanced. Again, 
successful treatment requires a veterinarian to prescribe 
antibiotics.

As I'm sure you're aware by now, all these conditions are 
serious. Now comes the decision of what to do, whether 
to treat your hen or humanely euthanize her, and it's a 
decision that only you can make. But since you reached 
out to us, we know that you care deeply for your animal 
and we know you will make the best decision for your own 
situation.

Best wishes to you and your hen,
Marissa

CHICKEN'S FEET
What is wrong with my chicken’s feet?

Hi Nancy,
That looks like bumblefoot, which is a bacterial 

infection due to an injury. If your chicken simply had 
a rough, black spot, I would suggest she simply had 
a callus. But the redness and swelling indicate an 
infection. Since chickens' feet don't have the concurrent 
blood flow that other animals tend to have, there is less 
chance for that bacteria to reach the rest of her body. 
This is a good thing! But the immediate infection should 
be addressed so it doesn't become systemic. Here is 
a great article on how to soften the scab and treat the 
infection:

https://backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/feed-health/
a-guide-to-recognizing-and-treating-chicken-foot-problems/

Please let us know if you have any questions!
Carla

HEN LAYING AGAIN
I have a hen that sat and hatched her brood of 

chicks on July 21. The chicks are now almost 8 weeks 
old. I have the mother hen and chicks in a large 
enclosure with the general flock and they are well 
accepted — no fighting. When will mother hen start 
to lay eggs again? Her comb is starting to get redder 
and the chicks are becoming more independent each 
day, although they still sleep next to her in a corner 
of the hen house instead of roosting with the other 
chickens.

So, how long will it take to get her back to laying? 
She is offered laying pellets as well as the higher 
protein chick starter.

Debby 

Hi Deb,
It's not unusual for a hen to stop laying for 18 weeks after 

hatching eggs. Especially if the chicks are still hanging out 
with mom; she's still in mother-hen mode, not laying-hen 
mode. 

Very glad to hear that she's being such a good mom, and 
that you are taking beautiful care of her. The higher protein 
will help her recovery from all the energy of raising her 
chicks. As the chicks leave her and we move into cooler 
weather, this may delay her going back to laying as well. 
Hopefully not much. 

Carla

HOOP COOP
I have a hoop coop covered with a tarp and 

plywood at the bottom of the front and back. I intend 
to add plastic tarps and more plywood except for a bit 
of ventilation at the very tops.Nancy
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I have four hens and a rooster in an 8-by-12-foot 
coop and a wooden ladder roost on saw horses at 
about three feet high.

I am Tatjana, Northern Ontario.

Hi Tatjana,
If you ask your chickens directly, they will say it's too cold 

for them. But it sounds like your coop structure will be just 
fine. The plywood keeps the drafts off the chickens, and the 
tarp keeps the weather off them. You're only opening the top 
for ventilation, which will allow moisture to leave without 
chilling the chickens. I do worry that a wooden ladder roost 
won't allow them to huddle together to share warmth. Now, 
if you provide wide perches (2x4s, allowing the chickens 
to rest on the 4-inch side) in places where they can cuddle 
against each other, they should be fine.

 Keep the waterer out of the coop, as evaporation will 
add to the moisture level that causes frostbite. And you can 
throw some fresh straw into the bottom of the coop. It's 
amazing how much warmer a coop is with a layer of fresh, 
clean straw. Keep in mind that, if any chickens rest against 
plastic rather than plywood, the cold will come right through 
the plastic and could cause some injury to the chickens. So 
be sure any perch materials back up against wood or other 
insulating material.

Good luck!
Marissa 

EGG-WALNUT
One of the hens layed an egg-walnut. I'm wondering 

what causes this and is it safe to eat.
I cracked the egg open, out of curiosity. It looks 

perfectly fine. Fascinating. I love Backyard Poultry.
Thanks, 

nutritional. Check to make sure laying hens are getting 16 to 
18% protein and have access to calcium (oyster shells). This 
may also be a vitamin D deficiency which you can treat with 
vitamin supplements. 

Sometimes, eggshell anomalies also happen if hens are 
interrupted during egg creation. Something startles them and 
they pause. Mostly, though, that appears as a thick line in the 
shell. 

Here's an article from our sister website Community 
Chickens that will give you a lot of specific information. 

https://www.communitychickens.com/egg-shell-problems-
causes-and-cures-zw01907ztil/

Carla

HENS NOT LAYING
Hello, I have RIR (Rhode Island Red) chickens. They 

have not laid eggs for three days now. Why? I am 
feeding them coconut pulp and small amounts of 
feed. They are not free-range. Can you help?

Hi,
There are many reasons why chickens stop laying. Some 

reasons are normal, but others indicate disease.
First of all, how old are your chickens? If they're over two 

years old, it's very common for them to not lay for days or 
weeks at a time. The older they are, the less they will lay. 
Three days is not a long time.

What season is it where you live? If it's time for the 
chickens to molt, they will stop laying. Again, this is normal 
and healthy because their bodies cannot grow new feathers 
and create eggs at the same time. Both processes involve a 
lot of protein and calories, so they can only do one.

Are they broody? If they just sit on the nests and fluff up 
when you try to reach under them, they could be attempting 
to hatch chicks even if none of the eggs are fertile. It seems 
that broodiness is a social behavior because, when one goes 
broody, often the others decide to go broody, too.

If you've had recent stress in your coop, that could stop 
laying. This could be predators or egg thieves trying to 
access the coop when you're not watching.

But, if the chickens are ill, then you will want to find 
medicine from a local farm store. If the chickens act tired, 
have wheezing breath, runny noses, or foamy eyes, then they 
could all be suffering from a contagious disease and will 
need treatment.

Good luck!
Marissa

DISTRESSED ROOSTER
My rooster was separate from the hens all day by 

jumping the fence. When I went to lock up the hens, 

Cindy

Hi Cindy,
Eggs with this kind of shell (called "corrugated") can 

represent several different issues, most of which are 
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the rooster had gotten back in but was pulling his tail 
feathers and seemed distressed.

Janine

Hi Janine,
Was he pulling his own tail feathers or were the hens 

pulling his tail feathers? If he was pulling his own, and this 
was new behavior, then I recommend that you catch him and 
see if anything happened to his tail. Perhaps he was stung 
by a bee or maybe he got lice or ticks that you didn't notice 
before now. If he was stung, you can apply a topical product 
that helps with pain, like Vetericyn Plus. For ticks or lice, 
you can apply permethrin.

Good luck!
Marissa

STRANGE EGGS
I was wondering if we should be concerned about 

our girl laying eggs like this — not all the time, but a 
couple of times a week.

Honestly, I appreciate that the hens expel extra calcium 
as bumpy eggshells because it's not damaging kidneys the 
way it would if the chicken didn't lay eggs (such as a rooster 
or baby chick). If you mix calcium supplements, like oyster 
shell, in with your hens' food, then I recommend supplying 
the layer feed in one container and the calcium supplements 
in the other so your hens can just eat what they need. 

But if you already offer the food in separate containers, 
then just keep an eye on your hens. Some people withhold 
calcium supplements when they see these bumps, but if your 
other hens aren't laying eggs with calcium deposits, then I 
wouldn't suggest restricting calcium. These bumps aren't 
necessary indications of bad health, though they can be 
concerning when you first find them.

Carla

DRAKE WITH SWOLLEN EYE
My drake has a very swollen eye. Can anyone help 

me, please? He's my best mate.

Michele

Hi Michele,
When these deposits happen with younger birds, it's often 

because of a defective shell gland. There's nothing you can 
do about this, and if the eggs are still usable, then don't 
worry too much about it. Sometimes, it's because there was 
a disturbance when the egg calcified before it was laid (such 
as stress to the chicken). But it can also happen because of 
too much calcium in the diet.

Sean

Hi Sean,
How is your duck doing today? In the photos you sent, I 

can't see any swelling other than the normal red, featherless 
skin that Muscovies have. Perhaps I just need a different 
camera angle. However, when ducks have swollen eyes but 
don't have additional symptoms such as runny noses or raspy 
breath, it's often because bacteria got in the eye. You can 
apply a product called Terramycin Ophthalmic Ointment, 
and it works wonders for bacterial problems. Just apply a 
drop of it directly to the eye, and the duck's natural blinking 
will spread the medicine.

Please let me know if you have any further questions.
Marissa

EGG PRODUCTION
I have 17 Australorp chickens in a cage that is 3-feet-

wide, 4-feet-high, and 6-feet-long.
What light bulb wattage do I need to add? Only 



BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM     21

WE LOVE TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!  

SEND IN YOUR 
QUESTIONS: 

VIA EMAIL  
editor@

backyardpoultrymag.com 

OR SNAIL-MAIL TO 
Backyard Poultry 

Ask the Expert 
1503 SW 42nd St, 
Topeka, KS 66609

one or two are laying. I’m in a great tension. Please 
help me with my chickens and collecting eggs. I have 
aluminum sheets over the head of cage and bottom, 
too.

Asmat

Hi Asmat,
To increase egg production, you can use a single 60-watt 

full-spectrum bulb to provide light in the coop. Be sure to 
turn the light off at night, since chickens also need nighttime 
hours for their bodies to work right and produce eggs. If you 
provide 14 to 16 hours of light a day, it will be enough to 
stimulate more egg production. But keep in mind that other 
factors may be hindering their production. If they're older 
than two years, they won't lay nearly as many eggs. Plus, 
they won't lay if they're molting. If their feed is inadequate 
or they're going through other stress, it's their body's first 
reaction to reduce egg production so they can make it 
through whatever is stressing them out.

Good luck!
Marissa

WATER-GLASSING EGGS
Can I use glass jugs for water-glassing eggs?

Hi,
Yes, glass jugs are actually the best container to use 

for water-glassing. Plastic works fine, and can be more 
economical if you reuse a plastic pickle jug, but it can 
eventually degrade. Glass lasts a long time, sanitizes better 
than any other material, and can be reused again and again.

Good luck with your water-glassing!
Carla

LIME FOR WATER GLASSING EGGS
Hello, 
Do you sell the lime for water glassing eggs? If not, 

where can it be purchased? Thanks.
Secondly, do the eggs really need to be refrigerated 

after being water glassed? 
Lorraine

Hi Lorraine,
No, we do not sell the lime for water-glassing, but it's easy 

to find. Simply go to any grocery store that sells products 
for making pickles. Purchase the pickling lime, which is 
intended to keep the pickles crisp. If the store has a "home 
canning" department that also sells canning jars, you should 
find it there. Or you might find it in the produce department, 
next to the cucumbers. 

I really do recommend refrigerating eggs after they 
have been removed from the water-glassing solution. The 

primary reason that farm-fresh eggs don't need refrigeration 
is because of the calcium crystal "bloom" on the outside. 
Any kind of washing can remove some or all of the bloom. 
Since water-glassing involves submerging those eggs in the 
lime/water mixture for so long, it's difficult to know exactly 
how much of the bloom has been removed. So, it's safest 
to refrigerate them after removing them from the liquid, to 
avoid any food poisoning.

Please let us know if you have any questions!
Marissa

WINTERIZING A CHICKEN KENNEL
I have a 6-foot-by-4-foot-by-6-foot chicken kennel. 

How do I winterize it?
Kelley

Hi,
Our website (https://backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.

com/coops/winterizing-chicken-coops/) has a lot of great 
information that can be applied to any chicken coop. The 
amount of winterizing you do will need to do depends on 
where you live. But here are 10 tips to remember for all 
coops:

1. Chickens need heat until fully feathered (about 6-weeks
old) then they don't need supplemental heat.

2. Heaters and heat lamps are dangerous and a common
cause of death by fire in the winter. Plus, heat lamps keep 
chickens from acclimating to the cold.
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3. Chickens don't need sweaters.
They're very bad for birds in so many 
ways.

4. Close all drafts so the wind doesn't
blow on the chickens and chill them.

5. Provide ventilation, up high,
where it's well above chickens' heads 
so it doesn't create drafts. Don't skip 
this step, because ventilation removes 
ammonia plus the moisture that causes 
frostbite.

6. Wide perches are best, so chickens
can fluff their feathers over their feet.

7. Be sure chickens can get out of rain,
snow, wind, and any standing water.

8. Always provide fresh, unfrozen
water.

9. If your birds still appear cold, you
can provide them with some scratch 
grain to fuel their metabolisms.

10. If you use deep bedding to create
heat, be sure to monitor ammonia 
levels. If you lean down and can smell 
ammonia, it's time to change the 
bedding or add a stall refresher.

Please let us know if you have any 
questions!

Marissa

EGGS WITH NO SHELLS
One of my 6-month-old RIRs is 

laying eggs without a shell, only 
the membrane. She has laid regular 
eggs up til now. Help.

Lavonne

Hi Lavonne,
There's no reason to worry yet. 

In fact, it sounds like her body is 
adjusting just like it should. That 
seems contradictory, doesn't it? When 
chickens first come into production, 
their bodies aren't automated machines 
that produce a perfect egg every day. 
Glitches happen, especially at first. 
Sometimes, an egg passes through and 
skips the shell phase. Sometimes, two 
yolks pass through at once. A lot of this 
is due to the high production chickens 
that have been bred exactly for that. So 
many eggs come out at once that you 
might get a two-for-one special or they 
just skip right past the shell stage.

If you ask on social media, hundreds 
of people will tell you, "Add more 
calcium!" But since she's only 6 
months old, your hen should still 
have plenty of calcium available in 

her body. Mixing additional oyster 
shell into her food can introduce too 
much calcium and can cause kidney 
issues. Just offer a quality layer feed 
plus some oyster shell in a separate 
container, and she will be fine. The 
shell quality from your other hens can 
be an indication that you're feeding 
them properly and that she's just 
"glitching" now and then.

Now, if she was a bit older and 
well past that first lay stage, and she 
was producing misshapen shells or a 
drastic drop in egg production, this 
indicates that she may have contracted 
a disease. Most of these diseases, 
such as infectious bronchitis, are viral 
so they have to run their course. Egg 
production usually returns to normal 
within six months. But note here that I 
said "misshapen shells," not a total lack 
of shell. Misshapen shells are due to 
stress or disease. Shell-less eggs are just 
eggs that moved out so fast that they 
skipped the shell stage.

Please let us know if you have any 
further questions!

Marissa

EGG FERTILIZATION
We received several questions about 

how eggs are fertilized. Here are some 
articles that will help answer all those 
questions. 

Here is a detailed story about a 
rooster's reproductive system:

https://backyardpoultry.
iamcountryside.com/chickens-101/
rooster-reproduction-system/

And a hen's reproductive system:

https://backyardpoultry.
iamcountryside.com/chickens-101/ 
a-hens-reproductive-system/

And how the egg is formed after
fertilization:

https://backyardpoultry.
iamcountryside.com/eggs-meat/ 
how-do-chickens-lay-eggs/ 
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Ninny — Debby Dathe

Eliza Cohen, age 3, with a Salmon Faverolles.

Miss Eggbert was hatched by one of our Silkie hens. 

We thought she was a rooster so my granddaughter 

and myself came up with the name of Eggbert, but were 

really happy to add the “Miss” when she was an apparent 

hen. She is the farm favorite. — Jeanie Heinrichs
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Iris, Penelope, Daisy — Charlotte Deneka 

Chubb steppin' out. — Barb Ritchie

Every year, all over the world, this happens. And all that poetry 

is written in this face. Her name is Claudia.  — Claire Peery

Eliza Cohen, age 3, with a Salmon Faverolles.

Tyler Landucci with his favorite chicken. — Cheryl
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from the kitchen

BY RITA HEIKENFELD

Tender and Delicious Whole 
Roasted Chicken Recipes

Two simple ways to make the perfect winter meal. Make the most 
out of the leftovers with a bonus homemade broth recipe.

SOMETIMES THE BEST MEALS of all are the 
straightforward ones, especially during the holidays. 
I think you’ll like these roasted chicken recipes. Both 

the oven-roasted and slow-cooker recipes are nice for a 
family supper or casual entertaining.

The simple, oven-roasted whole chicken has a flavor-
boosting rub that includes onion powder because fresh 
onions tend to burn during the dry-roasting process.

The slow-cooker chicken with white wine sauce is a 
fix-it-and-forget-about-it kind of meal. The chicken cooks 
slowly in a moist environment, so fresh garlic and onion 
can be used without fear of the aromatics drying out or 
burning.

After the holidays are over, these family favorites are good 
choices when you need a budget-friendly meal that’s yummy 
and nutritious.

After you’ve enjoyed eating the bird and all you have left 
is the carcass, repurpose it and the giblets (if available) into 
a flavorful stock for the freezer.

SIMPLE WHOLE ROASTED CHICKEN RECIPE
Ingredients

1 whole chicken, about 3 pounds or so, giblets removed

Favorite chicken seasoning blend or salt and pepper 

1 tablespoon onion powder

½ cup butter or substitute

1 nice rib celery, cut into 4 pieces

2 cups low sodium, low-fat chicken broth

Instructions

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees Fahrenheit.

2. Place chicken in a greased roasting pan. Choose a pan
that is large enough to hold the chicken but not so large
that pan juices evaporate. Sprinkle seasoning blend and the
onion powder generously inside and outside the bird.
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3. Put half the butter into the cavity along with the celery.
Put the rest of the butter around the chicken in the pan.

4. Pour broth into the bottom of the pan around the chicken.

5. Roast uncovered until a thermometer inserted into the
thickest part of the thigh, not touching bone, reads 175 to 180
degrees F. This takes anywhere from 60 to 85 minutes. Several
times during roasting, baste chicken with drippings in pan.

6. After removing from oven, baste again with drippings.
Tent with foil and let rest at least 15 to 20 minutes before
serving.

SLOW COOKER WHOLE “ROASTED” CHICKEN 
WITH WHITE WINE SAUCE

Ingredients

• 1 whole chicken, about 4 pounds, giblets removed

• 4 tablespoons butter, or 2 tablespoons butter and 2
tablespoons olive oil

• 2 cups coarsely chopped yellow or white onions (not
sweet onions)

• 4 to 6 cloves garlic, smashed

• 1 generous tablespoon tomato paste

• Chicken seasoning blend or salt and pepper to taste

• 1/3 cup each: low sodium, low-fat chicken broth and dry
white wine

• Seasoned salt and pepper or your favorite poultry seasoning

• Paprika for color and flavor (optional)

Instructions

1. Melt butter over low heat in large skillet. Cook onions and
garlic until onions start to soften.

Stir in tomato paste and cook until onions are golden brown, 
about 5 minutes. Be careful not to burn the garlic. Add salt 
and pepper to taste, then pour in broth and wine.

2. Keep stirring to bring up brown bits from the bottom of
the skillet, then put it all in a greased slow cooker.

3. Dry the chicken with paper towels. Unless absolutely
necessary, don’t rinse chicken before cooking. The process of
rinsing it in the sink may splash water from the chicken to the
surrounding areas, thus transferring bacteria to other surfaces.

4. Generously season the chicken all over and inside with
your favorite seasoning blend or with salt and pepper to taste.

5. Put chicken in slow cooker and cook on low 4 to 6 hours.
If the chicken was stone-cold when put into the slow cooker,
it may take up to 6 hours.

6. When the chicken is done, a thermometer inserted into
the thickest part of the thigh should read 175 to 180 degrees
F. Carefully remove the chicken and tent it with foil while you
make the sauce.

7. Blend the sauce in the slow cooker. You can use an
immersion blender or put the sauce in a blender. You can
substitute the white wine for an equal amount of chicken
stock. Freeze leftover wine in an ice cube tray and then in a
container in the freezer for up to 3 months.

8. Adjust seasonings, cut up the chicken, and drizzle with sauce.

HOMEMADE CHICKEN BONE BROTH RECIPE

Ingredients

• Cooked chicken carcass

• Giblets (optional)

• 2 ribs celery

• 1 onion

• Splash of apple cider vinegar

Instructions

1. Cut up carcass of cooked chicken. Put in a large pot with
giblets (if you have them) and cover with water. The neck,
heart, gizzard, and liver are usually in a pouch inside the
chicken for easy removal. Some folks don’t like to use the
liver for stock, but I use all of the giblets.

2. Add a couple ribs of celery; a quartered, unpeeled onion;
and a splash of cider vinegar. This helps pull minerals from
bones and breaks down the collagen, which enriches the broth.

3. Bring to a boil, lower to a simmer, and cook uncovered
about 45 minutes.

4. Strain, cool, and refrigerate. If you’d like, skim off fat that
congeals to the top after refrigerating.

5. Refrigerate up to a week; freeze up to 3 months.

RITA NADER HEIKENFELD is a certified herbalist 
and culinary professional. She is an author, 
journalist, media personality, and, most important, a 
wife, mom, and grandma. She and her family live on 
a little patch of heaven in Clermont County, Ohio.
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from the kitchen

BY HANNAH MCCLURE

Vanilla and 
Bourbon Bread 
Pudding

This comfort classic gets a modern 
update with bourbon-soaked apples 
and spices.

SOMETHING ABOUT THIS TIME OF YEAR has me 
reaching for warmth and comfort in the form of baked 
goods and home-cooked meals. I was first introduced 

to bread pudding in my early 20s while working as a hostess 
and server at a small-town, family-owned brewery. You learn 
a lot about food when you work in the restaurant industry. I 
got to try many different foods I otherwise would’ve never 
ordered.

Years later, as I cook and bake for my family, I find 
myself using those dishes from my favorite serving jobs 
and even that small brewery to inspire me. Naturally, that 
means bread pudding has become a favorite recipe for this 
time of year — when my sweet tooth calls, but I crave 
warmth and comfort.

Y'all, this one is best served warm. For those who 
really like the warmth in their baked goodies, add some 
bourbon. I always reach for Jack to bake with, but you 
may use your preference or leave it completely out. Either 
way, enjoy!

INGREDIENTS
BREAD PUDDING

• 1 loaf or 6 cups of day-old bread, cubed (French, Italian,
sourdough, cinnamon, or challah work best)

• 2 cups whole milk

• ½ cup buttermilk

• ¼ cup packed brown sugar

• ¾ cup granulated sugar

• 3 eggs

• 2 tablespoons butter, melted

• 2 tablespoons vanilla extract

• 1 cup apples, peeled and diced

• 1½ teaspoons ground cinnamon

• ¼ teaspoon each of clove, nutmeg, ginger, and cardamom

• ¼ cup bourbon for soaking the apples (optional)

SAUCE

• ½ cup melted butter

• 1 cup granulated sugar

• 1 large egg

• 1 tablespoon vanilla extract

• ½ cup heavy cream or bourbon
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HANNAH MCCLURE is an old soul homemaker and mother of four 
from Ohio. Gardening, keeping bees, sewing, raising chickens/
seasonal hogs, and baking/cooking from scratch are a few things 
she enjoys in her homemaking. Always learning and always 
chasing her littles. 

Find Hannah on Instagram @muddyoakhennhouse.

DIRECTIONS
PUDDING

1. If using bourbon, in a small bowl,
soak peeled and diced apples in ¼
cup bourbon for 1 to 2 hours. Stir
occasionally to ensure all apples soak
up some bourbon.

2. Preheat oven to 350 degrees
Fahrenheit.

3. Coat a 9x13 baking dish with melted
butter. Be sure all sides of your baking
dish are coated to keep the bread
pudding from sticking.

4. In a large mixing bowl, stir milk
and buttermilk until combined. Gently
press the cubed bread into the
milk mixture to absorb as much as
possible. Flip bread as needed.

5. In a small mixing bowl, combine
eggs, sugars, vanilla, and spices until
well blended.

6. Pour egg mixture over bread and
milk. Add in apples and any remaining
bourbon (if using). Pour the mixture
into the baking dish.

7. Bake in a preheated oven for 35
to 40 minutes or until the liquid has
set and the edges are starting to turn
golden brown. Your bread pudding
should pull slightly from the pan edges.

SAUCE

1. Melt butter in a medium saucepan
on low heat.

2. Add sugar and egg and whisk to
blend well.

3. Cook on low heat, stirring
constantly, until sauce thickens. When
thickened enough, it should be able to
coat the back of a spoon. Don’t let it
simmer or it will curdle. Once sauce is
thickened, remove from heat.

4. Whisk in vanilla and bourbon until
well-incorporated.

5. Before serving bread pudding, whisk
the sauce again. It should be smooth
and creamy. Drizzle sauce over each
bread pudding piece as you serve it.
Bread pudding is best served warm.

Since 1972
A Family Hatchery.

We Are The Waterfowl Specialists
We provide extraordinary care to 
our birds so you get the highest 
quality companions.

Whether you are new to the hobby 
or already have a flock of your own, 
it’s easy for anyone to enjoy raising 
a duckling, or gosling.

metzerfarms.com
Call (800) 424-7755, scan the QR Code, or visit 
our website to see our breeds and order now.

Gonzales, CA

Memphis, TN Now Offering: 
• Free Shipping
• 1-Day Shipping 

to most of the U.S.

Year-Round Hatching
• 21 breeds of ducks
• 16 breeds of geese

Shipping from your nearest location

Tag us @metzerfarms 
to be featured
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WAKING UP IN THE 
morning can be hurried 
or leisurely, depending on 

one’s schedule and routine. It could 
be a quick cup of coffee and granola 
bar bolting out the door or serving up 
a platter of pancakes and berries at the 
kitchen table.

In England and other countries 
around the world, there’s a bit of 
whimsy at breakfast — colorful egg 
cups topped with knit or crocheted 
cozies in the shape of lambs, chickens, 
rabbits, and other animals. Egg 
cups come in a variety of shapes 
and materials made from ceramics, 
porcelain, metal, wood, and glass.

The purpose of an egg cup is to 
serve an upright soft-boiled egg that 
stays warm until ready to eat. Once 
the fabric cozy is removed, one can 
slice the top of the egg horizontally 
with a quick whack of a knife or snip 
the eggshell with a handy stainless-
steel gadget. Some people like to use a 

narrow and shorter spoon for scooping 
up the yolk and egg white, while 
others enjoy slicing a piece of buttered 
toast into narrow strips for dunking. 
The English have an affectionate term 
for these toast slices, calling them 
“soldiers” because they line up like 
people in uniform.

A Part of History
Egg cups have been part of history 

for many centuries. One made of silver 
was unearthed with other dishes in 
the early 1700s at the archaeological 
site in Pompeii, Italy, preserved by the 
eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 CE. 
Others have been discovered perfectly 
preserved in various villages and cities 
throughout the world.

In France, at the Palace of Versailles, 
King Louis XV enjoyed soft-boiled 
eggs served in elegant egg cups, and 
would invite guests to watch him 
cleanly slice off the small end of a 
boiled egg every Sunday.  

As popular as the egg cup is 
globally, the idea of using one in the 
United States seems to have fallen 
by the wayside. One wonders if it’s 
because Americans prefer their eggs 
cooked in other ways, such as over 
easy or sunny side up.

New Traditions for the Family
One way the practice finds its way 

into the country is when individuals 
move stateside or marry someone from 
another part of the world. A newlywed 
from Ohio was perplexed when her 
British husband unpacked his cobalt-
blue Wedgewood egg cups. She had no 
idea what the odd-shaped dishes were 
but soon delighted in learning more 
and having tasty soft-boiled eggs for 
breakfast.

Recently, a couple from North 
Carolina joined some friends on 
vacation in Germany. One morning at 
a charming inn, they were greeted by 
whimsical knit animals in the center 

Egg Cups 
and Cozies: 
A Delightful 
Breakfast 
Tradition

Make Your Breakfast 
Table Memorable 
With Charming Egg 
Cups and Cozies

BY CAPPY TOSETTI

warming stories and ideas
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of each plate: a fox, a squirrel, a lamb, 
and a rabbit. They were pleasantly 
surprised to discover that each one was 
an egg cozy, helping to keep their food 
warm. This experience inspired them to 
bring the tradition home. They bought 
egg cups and cozies for their family 
and encouraged their grandchildren to 
explore new ways to eat eggs. It’s been 
a big success with each visit when the 
little ones gather at the table with slices 
of toast and stories to share.

Collecting egg cups is a popular 
pastime called pocillovy, derived from 
the Latin pocillium ovi (“little cup for an 
egg”). Those who seek out these treasures 
at thrift shops and estate sales are known 
as pocillovists. Many countries have clubs 
and gatherings, and there’s the popular 
Egg Cup Collectors Group on Facebook. 
It’s a great way to meet others, share 
resources, find and sell a specific design, 
and even join seasonal contests to show 
off one’s collection.

Cooked to Perfection
Like baking a cake, the process of 

cooking an egg may be different for 
each individual. Ask five people, and 
five answers will follow. The desired 
end result is a firm egg white and a 
runny yolk with the consistency of 
melted cheese or soft butter.

This is simply a guideline. Preparing 
soft-boiled eggs is up to the individual.

1. Use room-temperature eggs since
they’re less likely to crack.

2. Bring a medium saucepan of water to
a boil over high heat. (Some cooks prefer
to just add an inch of water, bringing it to
a boil while covering the eggs with a lid,
which gently steams them.)

3. Reduce the heat to a medium boil.

4. Add the eggs with a slotted spoon,
setting the timer for 3 to 5 minutes.
Some say 6 minutes. Again, personal
preference.

5. Meanwhile, fill a bowl with cold
water and ice cubes. Remove eggs

from the pan and immediately add 
them to the ice bath for a couple of 
minutes. This stops the eggs from 
cooking further. Some people simply 
hold the eggs under the cold-water tap.

6. Place the wider end of an unpeeled
egg in an egg cup. Remove the top
section of the egg. Salt and pepper to
taste. Serve with a slice of buttered
toast cut into strips. Enjoy!

Customize Your Experience
A note on gadgets that slice off the 

top of the egg. Surprisingly, there are 
many variations to choose from. One can 
always use a dinner knife or try one’s luck 
with a stainless-steel egg cracker topper. 
Just place the inverted open end on the 
tapered top of the egg, pulling the round 
ball up the center section. Then release 
and let the ball drop. It usually takes 
about three tries. The vibration-activated 
mechanism will make a round cut in the 

eggshell, making it easy to remove.
There’s also a round cylinder with 

two scissor-like finger loops to press. 
A ring of teeth inside the mechanism 
pierces the eggshell, allowing one 
to simply lift it off in one piece. An 
online search of gadgets will bring up 
many useful and fun options.

Why not bring a bit of whimsy to 
the kitchen table? Besides being an 
unusual way to serve breakfast, egg 
cups and cozies will certainly add to 
the conversation, getting the day off to 
a good start! 

CAPPY  TOSETTI lives in Asheville, 
North Carolina with her three 
rescue dogs that help her with 
Happy with Cappy Pet Sitting. 
She’s putting things in motion to 
someday crisscross the country in 
a vintage travel trailer visiting draft 
horse and goat farms. 

Become a member of the Weston A. Price Foundation 
and receive our quarterly journal, Wise Traditions for 

Food, Farming and the Healing Arts which details 
the latest science, explores ancient nutritional wisdom  

and provides valuable practical advice.  Also receive the 
Annual Shopping Guide of nutrient-dense foods  

from stores, family farms and artisans.

WESTONAPRICE.ORG
October Conference in Knoxville  •  wisetraditions.org

The Weston A.  Price Foundation®

$40 $30/year 
membership 

for our quarterly 
journal. 

Use code WAPF30
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Chicken-Friendly Decorations

Decking the halls of your coop and run with some safe, 
chicken-friendly decorations is a great way to get your 

flock — and family — into the holiday spirit.

WHEN THE HOLIDAYS ROLL 
around, we love decorating 
our homes in festive finery, but 

don’t forget your chicken house! Decking 
the halls of your coop and run with some 
safe, chicken-friendly decorations is a 
great way to get your flock — and family 
— into the holiday spirit.

Hang Stockings
Holiday decorations aren’t complete 

without a wreath on the 
coop door, but I go a step 
further and make stockings 
for each chick. When I 
was young, my mother 
made our Christmas 
stockings, so I took her 
crafty, inexpensive idea 
and created my own 
personalized stocking set.

Small, plain velvet or felt 
stockings are available in 
3, 6, or 12-packs at most 
craft stores. With craft glue, 
write out your chicken’s 
name. Sprinkle over the 
glue with some silver or 

gold glitter and let it dry. The first time I 
made personalized stockings, I had eight 
hens. To make hanging easier, I nailed the 
stockings to a scrap of barn wood, then 
nailed the board onto the coop. I keep 
the stocking decorations on the outside 
of the run so they don’t peck at the glitter 
and for holiday photo ops for the family. 
Every day during the Christmas season, 
I visit the coop to collect eggs and smile 
when I see their stockings.

Nest Box Curtains
Hanging holiday-themed nest box 

curtains for your girls is not only a fun 
way to decorate the coop, but curtains can 
also serve several important purposes.

In the past, I’ve had problems with 
egg eating. Hanging curtains over the 
nest boxes will help to conceal freshly 
laid eggs from the nosy flock. Curtains 
can also help with privacy when hens 
are laying. I’ve had a few nosy hens 

who won’t leave the others 
alone when they are trying 
to lay. Sometimes fights 
break out, and I’ve had to 
shoo out nosy hens. A nest 
box curtain helps shield 
the laying hen from prying 
eyes, offering a little 
privacy in a busy coop and 
reducing nest box battles.

Hens also have an innate 
need to lay in a dark, 
quiet spot. This instinctive 
sense most likely is to 
protect their offspring 
from natural predators. 
Curtains help to keep the 
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Freelance writer ELIZABETH 
MACK keeps a small flock 
of chickens on a 2-plus-acre 
hobby farm outside of Omaha, 
Nebraska. Her work has appeared 
in Capper’s Farmer, Out Here, 
First for Women, Nebraskaland, 
and numerous other print and 
online publications. Her first book, 
Healing Springs & Other Stories, 
includes her introduction — and 
subsequent love affair — with 
chicken-keeping. Visit her website 
Chickens in the Garden (www.
ChickensInTheGarden.com).

light out, making hens feel more secure 
and protected.

When hanging curtains over nest 
boxes, make sure no long strings 
are dangling that hens can peck at 
or ingest, as ingesting a long thread 
could lead to an impacted crop. Avoid 
glittery material, as shiny, sparkly 
objects attract pecking attention. Use 
inexpensive material and just throw 
them away at the end of the season, or 
better yet, hang holiday potholders over 
the nest boxes for a “no sew” option.

Chicken Waterer Christmas Tin
I love when my Christmas coop 

decorating also has a useful purpose. 
When I got my four Polish hens, I didn’t 
need a large 3- or 5-gallon waterer, so 
I’ve been using the smaller quart-size 
chick drinkers. The smaller waterers 
help prevent the Polishes’ fluffy crests 
from getting wet and freezing. However, 
the small chick waterers freeze quickly 
in our frigid Midwest winters. The 
solution was right in front of me in the 
holiday aisle of Walmart. I purchased 
a metal holiday cookie tin, cut out a 
hole in the side, and wired the tin with 
a 40-watt bulb. I set the waterer on the 
decorative tin, and the bulb radiates 
just enough heat to keep the water from 
freezing. The festive tin brightens up 
the otherwise boring waterer. I like the 
Christmas tin so much, I’m going to 
change it out for other annual holidays.

Christmas Lights
Many chicken owners hang holiday 

lights in the run and around the coop. 
My coop door has a large window, so 
any outside light will shine onto the 
roosts. Since I choose not to light my 
coop in the winter to encourage year-
round egg-laying, I don’t want artificial 
lights shining into the coop.

If you don’t have windows to worry 
about or you light your coop to encourage 
egg-laying anyway, Christmas lights are 
a fun and decorative addition to your 
holiday coop décor. If you do add light, 
it’s essential to take necessary precautions 
to keep your flock safe and avoid fire 
hazards. Keep decorative lighting on the 
outside of the run and not attached to the 

coop. Attach lighting onto wire poultry 
netting or hardware cloth around your run 
and not against any wood siding.

Better yet, invest in a string of outdoor-
rated LED lights. While they might be 
more expensive than incandescent light, 
LED bulbs are cool to the touch and safe 
for children and animals. They last longer 
than incandescent lights, use less energy, 
and the bulbs shine much brighter. Even 
if left on for hours, the bulbs remain cool. 
Be mindful of package guidelines that 
show the maximum number of strings 
that can be safely plugged together, and 
never string together lighting of different 
lengths or different bulb sizes, which 
could overload a circuit and create a fire 
hazard. If you don’t have an electrical 
source, battery-powered or solar lights are 
an option.

don’t get any use out of my old masks, 
it’s fun watching the girls repurposing 
my hard work.

Since I’ve started decorating my 
coop, my friends and family never pass 
up the opportunity for a holiday photo 
op with my flock. And I think my hens 
love living in their blinged-out digs and 
posing for Christmas cards. 

Recycle Cotton Masks for 
Christmas Treat Hammock

At the beginning of the pandemic, I 
went on a mask-making frenzy. I now 
have a sack of masks I don’t use — 
some with lovely holiday prints. After 
brainstorming how I might repurpose 
my adorable cotton masks, I hit on a 
holiday treat hammock.

Spread open the mask-hammock to 
make a feeding trough, then simply hang 
the elastic ear loops from two hooks. 
I actually made a stand for my mask-
hammocks to make them more portable. 
Fill with scratch, a little scrambled egg, 
or chop up a little garlic, kale, or herbs 
like thyme or oregano. Even though I 
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Robert Frost’s Charming 
Holiday Story: 
Dalkins’ Little Indulgence

Check out this little-known short 
story about the gossip that 
ensues after a chicken sale. 

AUTHOR AND POET ROBERT FROST wrote a 
short story titled “Dalkins’ Little Indulgence — A 
Christmas Story” for the December 15, 1905 issue of 

Farm-Poultry Semi-Monthly magazine. It’s about a chicken 
fancier who is goaded into thinking he sold his chicken 
for less than her worth. The chicken’s buyer is irked at a 
troublemaker spreading talk that he’d taken advantage of the 
original owner. The buyer arranges to bring both the original 
owner and the troublemaker to the Fancy Chicken exhibition 
at Madison Square Garden to resolve the issue.

Frost uses the farmers and their chickens to tell a story 
of human nature. Twentieth-century writer James Herriot 
mastered the art of stories with a human-interest message, 
usually involving animals. For a veterinarian, “…even if you 
are a positive genius,” he wrote in his memoir All Creatures 
Great and Small, “humiliation and ridicule are lurking just 
round the corner.”

At the end of the 19th century, the American Poultry 
Association (APA) was grappling with issues of licensing 
judges. Contention was fierce. Poultry breeders were deeply 
committed to their breeds, and fiery disagreements flared as 
to what constituted a perfect bird. 

After the uproar that followed the initial licenses issued in 
1875, the nascent organization pulled back. One of the early 
pillars of poultry, Philander Williams, said that “some of us 
decided that we had made a mistake in licensing judges.”

The leaders of the APA continued their commitment to 
establishing their poultry breed standards. In 1907, the APA 
again issued licenses to judges and has ever since. Poultry 
keepers have strong feelings about their birds. The APA 
and other poultry groups continue to manage the contention 
that those strong feelings can engender. Some things never 
change. On that note, we can all enjoy a happy holiday 
season. 
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IT IS NO MATTER HOW MUCH 
Dalkins paid for the bird; the point 
is that the man who sold it to him 

somehow got the impression that he did 
not pay enough — that he would have 
paid more. He could not have denied 
that Dalkins paid him all he asked. So 
that he had himself to blame if it was 
not enough. But he got to talking as 
if he had been cheated — and badly 
cheated. He enlarged upon the bird 
until he said he shouldn’t wonder if 
Dalkins would get a cool fifty for it. He 
groomed it, so to speak, as he thought 
of it. He made it a little whiter than 
white, a little more symmetrical than 
symmetry.

As a matter of fact, it was the kind 
of bird that is worth what one can get 
for it. It transcended scoring, as it was 
better than any score reputable judges 
are willing to sign. It was a bird framed 
by nature for comparison judging.

If the man who sold it to Dalkins 
made the mistake of parting with it 
for a cent less than fifty dollars, he 
deserved sympathy, but he was the 
only one who could see that Dalkins 
deserved blame. He showed himself a 
poor loser. He talked early and late to 
all comers about his misfortune that 
was another man’s fault. But almost 
all comers had been in the same fix 
themselves, and knew how to make 
allowances. They did not believe too 
heartily in the pricelessness of his bird 
— a suspicion of which made him but 
talk all the more.

The wonderful part of this story is 
that this fellow had picked the bird 
up away over back in Peacham, Vt., 
for one dollar and fifty cents. These 
figures I am willing to vouch for. In 
that case he did fairly well if he got a 
five for it. Mind you, I don’t say what 
he got. At the time I heard the various 
rumors. This part of the story must 
remain shrouded in mystery — men are 
such liars. I vouch for nothing that you 
cannot safely believe.

Though he was far enough away 
from this man and his troubles, the 
facts here stated somehow or other 
reached Dalkins. He had come by the 
bird through an agent of his who had 

spotted it by the merest accident from 
his carriage in passing. He had not 
been too curious about its history and 
antecedents at the outset; with him 
the bird in the hand was the thing. But 
a certain letter aroused his interest. 
It was anonymous, doubtless from 
someone in no way concerned, but 
bent on mischief making, and informed 
him that the remarkable bird had 
been raised by the writer’s next door 
neighbor, and had been started on its 
career for one dollar and fifty cents. He 
questioned his agent about it. The agent 
had heard some such tale. Evidently 
gossip had been buzzing in the hill town 
of Peacham. He had heard also that the 
bird was of the Dalkins strain direct. 
That was calculated to please Dalkins. 
He wondered if they couldn’t find out 
who raised it. He would have liked the 
poor benighted fellow who would part 
with such a jewel for one fifty to know 
by its fruits what a thing the Dalkins 
strain was. 

“He didn’t suspect what he was 
doing,” he said.

“It isn’t likely,” said the agent.
“And the fellow who sold him to 

you?”
“He had some idea, because he’s 

kicking himself for having sold it. I 
have seen him since. He is talking at a 
great rate.”

“The bird has made some stir 
already, then; that’s what they call the 
fatal gift of beauty, isn’t it?”

The agent was duly embarrassed. 
Dalkins was thinking.

“Say,” he said at last, “I want you to 
find that original owner and bring him 
to the New York show on me. And bring 
the other fellow, too — both of them. I 
guess I’m good for it. Tell them ‘tis a 
Christmas notion of mine — the show is 
near enough to Christmas for that. It’ll 
make it easier for you. We’ll show them 
a thing or two and we’ll show the kicker 
that he only knows a little bit more 
than the other fellow. And I think I’ll 
show you something. Not a word of this 
to anyone outside, and not too many 
words to them. Just say ‘tis my treat — 
consolation treat. ‘Tis an order.”

Dalkins’ agent found the original 

Enjoy this short story from Robert Frost, transcribed below.

New  
coop
lights!
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owner away over in Peacham one 
bitter cold morning a day or two after 
Christmas. Peacham is a New England 
street town, that is to say, it consists 
of but one street, which runs north 
and south along a sharp ridge that 
looks like the back of a razor backed 
world. The railroad, when it was built, 
missed it by about eight miles on the 
right, and that seemed to send it into a 
decline — such a close call, no doubt. 
Many of its fine old houses are going 
to ruin and there is never a new one to 
take their place. The age and size of 
its shade trees suggested that it might 
do very well in summer, but on such a 
day in winter it made the agent fairly 
groan at the patience of the people 
who could abide there. He inquired 
at the post office store for his man, 
and was sent to the woods for him. He 
came upon him snaking out logs in a 
grove recently laid waste, as seriously 
at work as if he had entirely given up 
seeing Santa Claus that year. He laid 
before him his invitation, and while not 
persuading him on the spot to accept 
it, succeeded in making him regard it 
as worth considering. At any rate, he 
carried him away in triumph from his 
toil like a Cincinnatus1,a Putnam2, or a 
Parker 3.He left his ox team standing in 
a brush pile in the care of his fellow 
workmen. 

Before he left he had dinner 
with him, and it was 

all arranged. 
The fellow 
was a 

little sheepish at first, as one accused 
of deliberately circulating counterfeit 
money — only in this case it would 
have been a counterfeit bird. He 
suspected that his punishment was 
going to take the form of a practical 
joke. But he decided he was equal to it 
if only it wasn’t to cost him anything, 
and the return ticket the agent laid 
down for him set at rest his fears on 
that score.

The agent had less trouble with the 
other fellow — Durgin, if the name 
must out. He considered the invitation 
his due. “Aw yes,” he yawped, “he 
knew how it all was. Nobody probably 
intended to do him. It was business, 
just business. Only he thought,” etc. 
Of course he wasn’t a fool. He knew 
a good bird when he saw one. Only 
sometimes his mind didn’t work quick 
enough, etc. Yes, he’d be glad to meet 
Mr. Dalkins. He bore no grudge. He 
wasn’t that kind. Only he thought, etc. 
The main thing was that he accepted 
the ticket.

Scene, the New York show. Mr. 
Dalkins is doing the honors. When I 
say doing, I mean doing. He never let 
those two importations of his out of his 
sight for three days, and he never gave 
them a restful half hour. And it was 
not all inside the Garden. But let us 

draw a veil over anything that was 
irrelevant to the show proper. What 
have I to do with the Rialto and 
the Bowery?4 Suffice it to say that 

he gave two simple souls the time 
of their lives, and beat them out in his 

own enjoyment of it, in spite of the 
fact that it was on him and it came 
high. 

The grand finale Mr. Dalkins 
had all prearranged, and he 
looked forward to it with the 

anticipation of a boy. No one had 
an inkling of what was coming, 

unless it was his agent to whom he once 
said in an aside: “The bird, the bird, 
was sold, I suppose you didn’t know, 
before anything was placed, but he’s 
not to change hands till the last day of 
the show. I want you to be there when 

he does.”
And once he had said to the second 

in line of possession, “So it sticks in 
your crop that you should have had 
fifty for your trade. Well, we won’t let 
that spectre intrude on our festivities. 
Time enough for discussion afterward. 
There’s always a way to settle such 
matters between gentlemen.”

But the victim, though disliking the 
tone of banter in this, smelt not a rat. 
He and the original owner came to the 
final catastrophe as unprepared as the 
babe new born. They were so absorbed 
in the pleasure of the hour that it never 
occurred to either that he might be 
destined in the mind of the master to 
point a moral or adorn a tale. When 
it suited Dalkins’ sense of dramatic 
fitness, they were led like lambs to the 
slaughter.

He towed the brace of them round to 
a certain much beribboned coop in the 
last hours of the show. He had made it 
a point to take them there several times 
a day during their stay to punctuate 
their experiences and keep them from 
forgetting to whom they were indebted 
for their popularity. He had never 
said much in the feathery presence. 
He found it more impressive to look 
in silence. His charges divided their 
hushed regard between him and the 
bird, awed by the thought of what great 
things might be passing in the mind of 
such a man at such a moment.

Now he led them there for the last 
time. Tomorrow it was good-bye. The 
tumult and the crowing would die away. 
He told them that they must have a 
last look at the prize they had let slip 
through their fingers. Might it be a 
lesson to them!

As it happened they found someone 
there before them. He showed himself 
more than usually interested, and 
they hung back until he should have 
completed his scrutiny. Upon lifting his 
head from the note book he employed, 
he recognized Dalkins. He had been 
about to move off. He stood still. There 
may have been a momentary gleam of 
fun in his eye. It passed unnoticed.
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“Splendid,” he said, with an 
indicative wave of the hand, “I want 
him. I thought of you, Wilson, when I 
put him in here. Isn’t he what you were 
looking for in the fall? I thought you 
would want him.”

“I do. Your price?”
Dalkins made a movement with his 

fingers as if he despaired of having 
enough to give the sign. He ended 
by holding up, side by side, and far 
forward, one finger on each hand.

The agent, Durgin, and the original 
owner, turned pale. The first thought 
he was insane, the second that he was 
making a fake sale, the third that he 
hadn’t been so far wrong in his estimate 
of the bird. To these three the two 
fingers meant two dollars.

“Shade it,” said Mr. Wilson.
“Will you give me a dollar fifty?” 

laughed Dalkins.
“What are a few dollars here or there 

when it is a question of such a bird?” 
said Wilson as he went down for his 
wad.

“This is the payee,” Dalkins obtruded 
the original owner.

“His bird, is it?”
“In a way, yes. He raised it up 

back here a few hundred miles, and 
I don’t consider that he was ever 
honestly separated from it.” This with a 
withering eye to Durgin.

“It wasn’t stolen?”
“It comes to that. He was induced to 

sell it for one dollar and fifty cents.”
For a moment Wilson hesitated and 

drew back, but it was only a moment. 
He looked at the bird again. “Well,” he 
said, “I’m not supposed to know that. A 
bargain’s a bargain.”

At the moment of being thrust into 
prominence by the collar, the original 
owner, somewhat taken by surprise, had 
mechanically tuned up a hand. Now 
Dalkins seized upon this and held it 
as in a vice, while Wilson heaped bills 
upon it till the count should have been 
lost, though it wasn’t. The sum total 
was two hundred dollars. All the time 
Durgin had been opening wider and 
wider at the mouth.

“If I let go,” said Dalkins to the 
original owner, “can I trust you to put 
that money where it belongs, and not 

bother me with arguments? Remember it 
is Christmas, or was a week or so since.”

The original owner smiled weakly, 
but made no remonstrance.

“Where do I come in?” piped up 
poor Durgin.

“For a good time, and a valuable 
lesson,” snapped Dalkins. “If there’s 
anything else you want but can’t seem 
to lay your hands on, just take it out in 
kicking.” 

Then Dalkins gently but forcibly 
closed the original’s fingers over the 
paper in his hand, and headed him 
down the aisle. Durgin followed with 
a rattling in his throat that suggested 
roup, but merely indicated the impulse 
to speak without the ability.

Everybody followed, the little 
procession attracting considerable 
attention in the hall. It was thought 
someone had been arrested by a plain 
clothes man for stealing ribbons from 
the cages. The original had almost lost 
consciousness of what was going on 

around him. He heard as in a dream 
amid the uproar of roosters, that 
sounded like a dying yell that wouldn’t 
die, the voice of Dalkins saying, “Go 
tell that up in the hills, and make them 
stop breeding mongrel stock.” 

— R.L.F.

ANNOTATIONS
1. Historical allusion to Roman

statesman Lucius Quinctius 
Cincinnatus, who is often associated 
with civic virtue.

2. Possibly a reference to Israel
Putnam, a Revolutionary War 
general.

3. Quanah Parker, 19th-century
leader of the Comanche people. 

4. The Rialto and the Bowery are
theaters in New York.

5. Frost may be referring to croup
here. Croup is an upper-airway 
infection that’s often associated with 
hoarseness and a rough cough. 
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Protect Your Chickens from 
Cold-Weather Conditions

caring for birds

Prevent and Treat Cold-Related 
Injuries and Illnesses in Your Flock

BY KENNY COOGAN

HERE IN HUMID subtropical 
Tampa, Florida, I don’t have 
to worry about preventing 

and treating cold-related injuries and 
illnesses most of the time. On average, 
we get one day where it freezes a 
year. We typically have only eight 
days when it gets below 40 degrees 
Fahrenheit. This is mostly due to the 
latitude, but also thanks to the Gulf 
of Mexico, which helps buffer our 
temperature.

Growing up in Niagara Falls, New 
York, was a different story. My flock of 
30 or so birds every winter was mostly 
cooped in for many days in a row. My 
father often snowplowed a ½-acre 
pathway from the house to the coop so 
we could easily access it. If you’ve seen 
the viral videos of ducks and chickens 
marching in a 2-foot-wide, snowplowed 
route, that was my childhood every year.

To remind myself of the good ol’ 
days, I contacted veterinarian and 

associate professor Yuko Sato. Dr. Sato 
works at the Iowa State University in the 
College of Veterinary Medicine. And in 
Iowa, it gets cold! She teaches elective 
classes for veterinary students looking 
to study poultry. She has received many 
honors and awards, but my favorite was 
her 2018 Mark Cook Pullet-zer Prize, 
Faculty Member of the Year at the 
Midwest Poultry Consortium. I’m mad 
that I didn’t come up with that pun!

Dr. Sato is most interested in 
consulting for large flock and herd 
problems, and has experience with small 
backyard flocks too. I called her to learn 
more about preventing and treating cold-
related injuries and illnesses.

Into the Thermoneutral Zone
The age of the birds matters when 

talking about cold-related problems, 
she tells me. “Baby chicks want it to be 
closer to 100 degrees F, and any draft 
will cause the chicks to get a chill.”

“Adult chickens — once mature — 
have a thermoneutral zone between 
65-79 degrees F; anything above that
is heat stress, and anything below that
is too cold,” she notes.

A thermoneutral zone is the 
environmental temperature that an 
organism can maintain their body 
temperature easily. Chickens can 
live and thrive outside of this range; 
it just means that they will need to 
adjust their behavior or feed intake to 
maintain their body temperature.

She says that chickens are generally 
pretty tolerant to cold and more 
susceptible to heat stress.

A bird’s feathering is also a factor. 
Older birds and molting birds are less 
protected. “Bantams are not the most 
vivacious birds in general,” she says. If 
you live in an area that is cold for long 
stretches of time, she recommends 
standard breeds that are generally 
considered more cold-hardy.

Treating Frostbite
“Frostbite always happens when it is 

below freezing,” Dr. Sato reminds us. If 
the temperature is above 32 degrees F, 
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the birds simply can’t get frostbite. “It’s 
okay to offer them access, but they might 
not be interested in going outside.”

She wouldn’t let them out if it is 
below freezing. But on a warm, sunny, 
winter day, they should do fine.

If you expose your birds to freezing 
temperatures and they experience 
frostbite, part of the affected tissue 
will rot off. “At that point, backyard 
poultry owners don’t have to do 
anything per se,” she says. She tells me 
stories of backyard owners trying to 
use a blow dryer to warm the affected 
body parts. This can give the bird heat 
stress and won’t do anything to the 
tissue, since it is already dead.

Dr. Sato recommends a warm water 
bath, thoroughly drying off the bird, 
and then allowing the skin to heal 
over time. She says it’ll take several 
weeks to heal. If the affected body part 
is a foot or comb, it’ll likely fall off. 
Poultry owners can use triple antibiotic 
ointment such as Neosporin.

“If it is their feet, and they are 
exposed to feces and the ground all the 
time, wash it to prevent rocks, soil, and 
feces from accumulating and to keep 
it clean,” she adds. Moving the bird to 
a smaller pen that you can clean more 
regularly is a good idea.

Frostbite usually occurs when 
there’s a lot of moisture and a sudden 
drop in temperature. It’s important to 
keep the shavings and bedding clean 
and dry.

 “If their coops are outside,” Dr. 
Sato notes, “make sure they have a 
water heater, which will allow them 
to always have access to clean water, 
since birds will get dehydrated.”

Keep the Air Flowing
The most common illness associated 

with the cold is respiratory issues. 
This problem appears more often in 
the winter, mostly due to a lack of 
ventilation.

“If you have a window,” Dr. Sato 
says, “most people will shut up the 
barn to keep the birds’ body heat up, 
but then air flow decreases and the 
ammonia increases due to the feces 
having a lot of nitrogen.”

racoons, foxes, and owls. It’s a warm 
environment, and there are free 
chickens inside,” Dr. Sato says.

Takeaways
To keep your birds healthy, 

remember this mnemonic device: 
check your FLAWS.

• Feed — Do they have access to clean
feed?
• Light — Do they have ample light?
• Air — Is the air flow adequate?
• Water — Do they have clean water?
• Sanitation — Is their bedding clean?

KENNY COOGAN is a food, 
farm, and flower columnist. He 
has a master’s degree in Global 
Sustainability and is passionate 
about Florida's wildlife and 
plants. His newest book Florida's 
Carnivorous Plants is now 
available at KennyCoogan.com.

An increase in litter moisture can 
result in a larger coccidia population, 
which can make the parasite burden 
greater. Due to the cold, the birds’ 
immune system is “not too happy,” 
according to Dr. Sato, and they are 
more likely to get parasites.

“A lot of bacteria and viruses like 
cooler temperatures, and they maintain 
better in a cooler temperature,” she 
says.

To keep air flowing, Dr. Sato 
recommends a mixing fan. “I get 
worried for heaters due to barn fires. 
As long as it doesn’t start a fire, and 
if they have enough space to get away 
from the heat source, it is okay to have 
a heater in the coop.”

If you don’t want to use electricity, 
Dr. Sato says a tarp over the vents 
when it is below 32 degrees F is 
good. When it is above freezing, be 
sure to lift the tarps to allow air flow, 
especially during the day.

Don’t forget to keep the coop 
predator-proof. “I get worried about 
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What to Know About 
Anatipestifer Infection

BY DOUG OTTINGER

Reduce the chances of your flock contracting this deadly 
bacterial duck disease with simple biosecurity measures.

AS A DUCK OR 
WATERFOWL owner, you 
may go years or even decades 

and never see any major outbreak 
of disease in your flocks. Waterfowl 
are amazingly resilient and hardy, 
so it’s sometimes easy to 
forget that there’re still 
a few diseases that can 
devastate a flock within a 
short amount of time. An 
anatipestifer infection — 
also commonly known as 
New Duck Disease, New 
Duck Syndrome, or Duck 
Septicemia — is one such 
malady. While anatipestifer infections 
aren’t something to panic over, it’s 
something to be aware of and is a 
good reason to maintain a clean living 
area for your waterfowl. We’ve heard 

much about the bird flu over the past 
few years, but anatipestifer infections 
can also result in considerable 
economic losses for waterfowl farmers 
throughout the world.

Transmission Routes
Anatipestifer infections are caused 

by the Riemerella anatipestifer 
bacteria. Currently, there are at least 
21 known strains, or serotypes, of 

this bacterium, all of which have the 
ability to cause illness in waterfowl. 
(Older information on the disease 
may list the causative bacteria as 
Pasteurella anatipestifer). While two 
or three strains of R. anatipestifer are 

commonly found in most 
outbreaks, it’s common 
for many more subtypes 
to be present in one area. 
The bacteria can be carried 
by wild waterfowl and 
exist in all major flyways 
of the world. It’s highly 
contagious and can be easily 
transmitted to domestic 

waterfowl if wild waterfowl share the 
same pond or pasture areas. It can also 
be carried by mosquitos.

Anatipestifer infections are highly 
infectious and can occur in ducks, 

While anatipestifer infections
aren’t something to panic over, it’s a

good reason to maintain a clean living
area for your waterfowl.
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geese, turkeys, and other barnyard 
fowl. Most infectious outbreaks 
occur in flocks of young ducklings 
approximately 1 to 7 weeks old. In 
waterfowl, the transmission route 
is usually respiratory. However, the 

bacteria can also be easily transmitted 
through cuts, scratches, or other 
sores on the duck’s webbed feet. In 
turkeys and other gallinaceous birds, 
transmission is most common via the 
respiratory route, commonly taking 

hold as a secondary infection when 
another respiratory infection is present.

None of the strains of R. anatipestifer 
are known to cause disease in humans. 
Even so, extreme care should be taken 
when handling birds, water, feces, or 
any bedding possibly infected with 
the bacteria. A human caregiver can, 
unfortunately, become an effective 
transmission agent for the disease.

Signs and Symptoms of an 
Anatipestifer Infection

Disease onset, especially in 
ducklings, is characterized by a 
mild cough, eye and nose discharge, 
greenish-white diarrhea, and a lack of 
coordination. Bacterial infection of the 
central nervous system and meninges 
(tissue covering the brain and spinal 
cord) can develop just a few days later. 
Incubation time for the disease is 2 
to 5 days. Many birds begin to have 
head tremors, and some may be found 
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on their backs, paddling with their 
feet in the air. Internally, lesions can 
develop in the respiratory tract and air 
sacs of the lungs; in the peritoneum 
(tissue lining the abdominal cavity and 
visceral organs); in the pericardium 
(membranous sac surrounding the 
heart); and in the oviducts of mature 
female birds. Inflammation of the 
liver and spleen is common. Once 
the anatipestifer bacteria takes hold 
in the bird’s system, it enters the 
bloodstream, causing rapid blood 
poisoning. While any of the physical 
effects of the infection can be fatal, 
dehydration is the most common cause 
of death.

The mortality rate can approach 
75% in infected ducks and 60% in 
infected turkeys. Surviving birds often 
have stunted growth and reduced 
vitality. If the ducks are being raised 
commercially for meat, the surviving 
birds may be condemned at time of 
slaughter due to internal lesions and 
scarring inside the carcass.

Treating Your Flock
Any ducklings, goslings, or other 

fowl that show symptoms should be 
immediately removed from the flock 
and isolated. If you find your ducks 
losing their balance or with discharge 
from their eyes or noses, consider 
the possibility that an anatipestifer 
infection could be present, and take 
safeguards to keep it from spreading. 
Immediately remove the potentially 
infected litter, water, and feed, 
and follow with application(s) of a 
disinfecting solution.

The most effective disinfectants 
for these strains of bacteria include 
chlorine-releasing agents, iodopbars, 
and quaternary ammonium 
compounds. Prior to applying these 
antimicrobials, the birds should be 
removed and placed in another area. 
Because anatipestifer infections are 
highly contagious, consider getting a 
lab test from a veterinarian, the local 
county agricultural extension office, 
or a university agriculture department. 

Unfortunately, with budget cuts in 
government and university programs, 
these services may not be available 
in all areas, and lab tests from private 
veterinary services can be prohibitive 
for a small flock owner.

There are vaccines for both young 
and mature birds (including breeder 
fowl), which will protect against 
the most common strains of R. 
anatipestifer. If you’re raising large 
numbers of birds in close quarters, 
consider spending a little extra money 
on vaccinations.

If your flock is hit with an outbreak, 
you can administer drugs such as 
sulfaquinoxaline or a combination of 
penicillin and streptomycin — both 
available from veterinarians — via 
the drinking water. However, once the 
disease presents itself, treatment can 
have varying levels of success. Clean 
and disinfect living areas to eradicate 
bacteria from the property.

One of the biggest problems faced 
when trying to control this highly 
infectious disease is the fact that 
most of the strains of R. anatipestifer 
are not cross-reactive. This means 
that a vaccine or drug that works on 
one strain may not work on another. 
There’re also drug-resistant strains that 
are occurring in outbreaks. Once the 
bacteria and disease occur in an area, 

DOUG OTTINGER lives, works, 
and writes from his small 
hobby farm in Northwest 
Minnesota. Doug's educational 
background is in agriculture 
with an emphasis in poultry 
and avian science. 

they become endemic, and recurring 
outbreaks can become common if not 
treated and eradicated.

Simple Yet Effective Precautions
Bacteria such as R. anatipestifer 

are always a possibility any time 
waterfowl or other poultry are being 
raised. Some of the best ways to keep 
such outbreaks of disease away from 
your flocks include maintaining clean 
facilities, implementing common-
sense biosecurity practices, changing 
contaminated litter, water, and feed, 
and avoiding overcrowding. Having 
a way to maintain fresh drinking and 
swimming water, keeping coops and 
housing dry and well-ventilated, and 
keeping bedding as clean and dry 
as possible can help avoid bacterial 
buildups that can infect a flock. These 
precautions will go a long way to help 
reduce the chances of this disease ever 
taking hold in your flocks. 
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Preventive Planning for

Quail Safety
Careful planning and thoughtful coop 
design can help keep your birds safe 

from a range of predators.
BY KELLY BOHLING

COTURNIX QUAIL ARE 
known for their adaptive and 
resilient nature. They thrive 

in a variety of settings, from urban 
cityscapes to countryside. However, a 
whole host of potential predators also 
inhabit these environments, so it is 
important to research local predators 

and know what protections you can 
take to keep your birds safe. With a 
little planning and understanding of 
these predators’ habits, your quail will 
remain safe and secure wherever they 
live.

As more towns allow for keeping 
chickens and other poultry within 

city limits, people are becoming 
increasingly aware of the potential 
predators that live in their 
neighborhoods. If an animal such 
as a raccoon or coyote succeeds in 
getting a tasty meal from your flock, 
this rewards predatory behavior and 
can effectively encourage a predator 
to become a nuisance to both 
your own birds and those that live 
nearby. While frustration with these 
predators is very understandable, 
they are merely taking advantage 
of opportunities given to them 
through oversights in coop design 
and hygiene. It is our job as quail 
keepers to proactively prevent 
predation.

Oh, Rats!
Poultry-keeping can invite an 

opportunistic ecosystem of its 
own, starting with how feed is 
handled. Spilled, discarded, or easily 
accessible feed attracts rodents, 
and rats are especially problematic. 
Initially drawn by the feed, rats can 
become interested in the bigger, 
tastier meal — your quail. They 
can chew through thin wire, such 
as chicken wire, and reach through 
openings of an inch or larger. If quail 
sleep next to the wire sides, rats may 
well eat them right through the wire 
openings. These rodents are also 
excellent burrowers and can easily 
tunnel underneath the coop to gain 
entry.

To deter rats, use ½-inch hardware 
cloth for the sides of your coop. For 
coops situated on the ground, staple 
½-inch hardware cloth to the bottom 
of your coop, even if you will be 
sinking it under a few inches of earth. 
Secure feed bins and clean up any 
food spills promptly. Old bedding 
material will likely contain some 
feed, so consider composting it in 
a compost tumbler or other closed 
container. You may also want to 
explore waste-reducing feeder designs 
to minimize the amount of food quail 
can scatter while they eat.
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Watch out for Hawks
Rodents attracted to food may in 

turn attract their own predators, such 
as hawks. While a sturdy coop protects 
quail from being physically attacked 
and eaten by hawks, these large birds 
pose a very real spooking threat. When 
quail are scared suddenly, their instinct 
is to fly straight up to avoid the threat. 
This instinct is beneficial in the wild, 
but in domesticity, it results in head 
wounds or broken necks from hitting 
the ceiling of the coop. Hawks will 
often flap their wings while sitting 
on a nearby ledge or hovering in 
mid-air, scaring the quail and inciting 
their vertical flight. It is best to avoid 
placing your coop near low branches 
or fences, where a hawk can camp out 
and stalk your quail. Some poultry 
keepers report success in deterring 
hawks by placing a fake owl or a few 
shiny pinwheels on the coop roof, out 
of the quail’s sight. If hawks present a 
persistent problem, consider installing 
a shade cloth over your coop. Hawks 
aren’t interested in what they can’t see, 
and the quail will also appreciate the 
extra shade!

Outsmarting Opossums and 
Raccoons

Opossums and raccoons, perhaps the 
most ubiquitous poultry predators, are 
widespread throughout North America. 
I think of both of these animals as 
“hybrid” predators. They seem equally 
comfortable on the ground as in the 
trees, are excellent diggers, and are 
dexterous and strong. Most of my 
predator horror stories with keeping 
quail involve these two animals, and 
they have compelled me to redesign 
my coops several times. Chicken wire 
is no match for either opossums or 
raccoons: ½-inch hardware cloth must 
be used on all coop sides, and even 
on buried floors in ground coops. For 
wire-bottomed coops, ¼-inch hardware 
cloth is optimal. Even with this smaller-
sized hardware cloth, I would highly 
recommend adding a second layer 
of hardware cloth a foot or so below 
the floor to keep these predators from 
camping out underneath and stalking 
quail toes. If they can grab a toe, they 
will pull it (along with the rest of the 
bird) through the wire, and it’s not a 
pretty sight.

Fifth Day Farm Contact
sales@fifthdayfarminc.com
www.fifthdayfarminc.com 

717-917-6729

• French Pearl Guinea
• White Muscovy Duck
• Khaki Campbell Duck
• French White Geese
• Brown Chinese Geese

OFFERING:

GUINEAS are fast-growing,
suitable for backyard growers 
who want to control ticks and 
for those who would want to 
use them as a meat bird. 

THE MUSCOVY is fast-growing
and a great range duck with 
a lean meat that is desired by 
many restaurants.
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It is also important to strongly 
reinforce all sides of the coop, 
including the nesting box and roof. 
One Christmas evening several years 
ago, we returned home from holiday 
festivities to find that a young raccoon 
had forced its way into one of our 
quail coops between the nesting box 
lid and wall, slaughtering nearly all of 
our quail. The coop was a second-hand 
one that I thought I had reinforced 
sufficiently, but this immature raccoon 
was able to pry open an opening under 
the nesting box lid big enough for him 
to get in. I wouldn’t have believed 
it was possible, had I not seen him 
escape the same way. The next day, I 
added extra framing to the nesting box 
and lid to make sure it couldn’t happen 
again.

Warding Off Foxes and Coyotes
Foxes and coyotes are also common 

predators, and while they don’t pose 
a threat from above, they are quick 
and efficient diggers. For coops on 
the ground, it is crucial that ½-inch 
or ¼-inch hardware cloth is stapled 
and secured with overlaying wood 
framing for strength, whether the floor 
is buried below ground level or not. As 
a secondary security measure against 
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Hawks will often 
flap their wings 
while sitting on a 
nearby ledge or 
hovering in  
mid-air, scaring the 
quail and inciting 
their vertical flight. 
Avoid placing 
coops near low 
branches or fences, 
where hawks can 
camp out and stalk 
your quail.

We also sell gray Kosher King and 
Color Yield Freedom Rangers and 

Cornish Cross chicks!

  Perfect for free-range environments, these  
tri-colored or red--feathered chickens grow to 
5-6 lbs in just 9-11 weeks. They are an active
breed and thrive when allowed to free range,

scratch,, and dust bathe in natural sunlight.

Quality You  Can Count OnQuality You  Can Count On

717-336-4878 • www.FreedomRangerHatchery.com
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KELLY BOHLING is a native of Lawrence, Kansas. She works as 
a classical violinist, but in between gigs and lessons, she’s out 
in the garden or spending time with her animals, including 
quail and French Angora rabbits. She enjoys finding ways that 
her animals and garden can benefit each other for a more 
sustainable urban homestead. You can follow her through her 
website (www.KellyBohlingStudios.com).

these predators, place heavy stones or 
bricks around the perimeter of your 
coop to discourage digging. For added 
protection, bury these barriers halfway 
into the ground.

Many people new to poultry 
keeping are surprised to discover that 
the range of foxes and coyotes isn’t 
limited to rural areas. These animals 
increasingly reside in towns and cities, 
due in part to human encroachment 
on their natural habitats. They tend to 
seek shelter in wooded areas or mixed 
habitats of thicket and shrubbery, 
even within an urban environment. 
Aim to keep your coop away from 
these landscapes and in a more open, 
exposed area. Even if you haven’t seen 
a fox or coyote in your community, 
assume that they are there, and build 
your coop to withstand their interest.

Keeping Dogs and Cats Out
This last group of predators is quite 

familiar: domesticated dogs and cats. 
Make sure that these pets cannot have 
access to your quail. Even if a dog or 
cat is calm and hasn’t exhibited prior 
predatory behavior around birds, it 
isn’t worth the risk. Both dogs and 
cats can potentially scare the quail, 
especially if you have a ground coop. 
If your quail live in an area where 
dogs and cats freely roam, whether 
you have a ground coop or an elevated 
coop, consider installing a fence 
around the coop to provide a buffer 
of at least a few feet on all sides. This 
should prevent any scare-related quail 
injuries. Most neighborhoods have 
at least a few outdoor cats roaming 
through, and if this is the case for your 
location, I would recommend keeping 
the quail in an elevated coop, free of 
ledges for the cats to perch on and 
stalk the birds.

Whether you keep quail in the 
country or in town, you can be sure 
that predators are nearby. With a 
little foresight and research, however, 
they shouldn’t pose a significant 
threat. Help to keep a safe and secure 
environment for your birds, and those 
in the neighborhood, with preventative 
planning and coop design. 

4X6' 
CHICKEN 
COOP
• 12-14 Chickens

• 82''  Tall with
   EZ-Skid Runners

• Moveable with
  garden tractor

• Shipped partially
  assembled

Enjoy free-range, fresh 
eggs with your own 
chicken coop!

Call for a FREE brochure!  
1-800-359-7522

Order at EzFitSheds.com

READY TO SHIP IN 72 HOURS!

If a hen could choose…

Free 
Color 

CatalogFor more information www.brinsea.com
or call 1-888-667-7009

Brinsea the world leading incubator manufacturer has a full line 
of incubators, brooders, egg candlers, starter kits
and much more! All with 3 year warranty.  

Free Free 
Color Color 

CatalogCatalog Incubation Specialists

Hatching your own 
chicks is fun, easy and 

reliable with Brinsea
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ANCIENT EGYPTIAN 
ARTIFICIAL INCUBATORS

USING ARTIFICIAL 
INCUBATORS is a common 
practice in modern hatcheries, 

and they are used by many backyard 
poultry owners to hatch chicks. Quail, 
chickens, ducks, geese, guineas, 
and turkeys can and are all regularly 
hatched out in a variety of incubators. 
But just how long have artificial 
incubators been around? One hundred 
years? Maybe 200 hundred years? 

Try over 2,000 years. That’s 
right. Many ancient writers have 
commented on seeing or hearing 

Illustration by Don Lewis.

about artificial incubator “ovens” 
being used in Egypt. In 400 BCE, 
the Greek philosopher Aristotle 
wrote that a strange form of 
incubation was being performed in 
ancient Egypt. Eggs “are hatched 
spontaneously in the ground,” he 
wrote, “by being buried in dung 
heaps.” A few hundred years later, 
the 1st century BCE Greek historian 
Diodorus Siculus noted a secretive 
Egyptian method of incubation in 
his 40-volume Library of History. 
“The most astonishing fact is that, by 

reason of their unusual application 
to such matters, the men [in Egypt] 
who have charge of poultry and 
geese, in addition to producing them 
in the natural way known to all 
mankind, raise them by their own 
hands, by virtue of a skill peculiar to 
them, in numbers beyond telling.” 

Early in the Old Kingdom period 
(ca. 2649–2130 BCE), Egyptians 
successfully found ways to reproduce 
the heat and humidity needed to 
incubate eggs without a broody hen. 
By creating mud brick or cob-style 
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ovens, ancient Egyptians could keep 
fertilized eggs warm in a chamber 
gently heated by a firebox. Dung, 
compost, and plant material seem 
to have been used to keep the heat 
even and to keep moisture in the egg 
“oven.” This type of incubator has 
been in continuous use in Egypt ever 
since. 

Seventeenth- and eighteenth-
century European travelers to Egypt 
wrote about the same types of oven 
incubators. French entomologist 
René Antione Ferchault de Réaumur, 
on his visit to one of these ancient 
hatcheries, wrote that “Egypt ought 
to be prouder of them than her 
pyramids.” 

Réaumur described buildings 
about 100 ft. in length, called 
“incubatories,” which were 
constructed with four-foot-thick 
exterior walls consisting of 

insulative sun-dried mud bricks. 
Incubatories had a long, central 
hallway with up to five egg “ovens” 
on either side. Each oven consisted 
of a bottom chamber (with only a 
small opening to regulate moisture 
loss) where the fertilized eggs were 
placed. The upper chamber of each 
oven was used as a firebox to keep 
eggs warm, and a hole in the roof 
of that chamber let out the smoke. 
Incubatories could have up to 
200,000 egg capacities, and a family 
might set 40,000 eggs at a time, 
directly to poultry farmers.

According to Réaumur (who not 
only gave detailed descriptions of 
the oven incubators but built his 
own while in Egypt), two days 
before incubation, these fires were 
started in all the upper rooms and 
were kept at 110 degrees Fahrenheit 
before allowing them to drop by 

10 degrees. Then the oven floors 
below were covered with a layer of 
bran, and finally, the fertilized eggs 
were brought inside and laid on top. 
Over the next couple of weeks, the 
eggs were all turned three or four 
times daily, and the temperature 
was maintained at 100 degrees F by 
increasing and diminishing the fires. 
While Réaumur used a hygrometer 
during his experiments, generations 
of Egyptian poultry-raising families 
had learned to judge temperature 
and humidity by gently placing eggs 
against the sensitive skin of their 
eyelids. 

The Egyptian incubatories work 
well, in large part because desert 
humidity is quite constant and so 
easy to regulate. Réaumur noted that 
when he tried to build an incubatory in 
France, the much-varied climate made 
his attempt a failure. 
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Poultry incubatories in modern 
Egypt still use oven incubators 
quite similar to the ancient versions. 
A number of incubatories have 
modernized, using electric heat and 
various practices aimed at improved 
biosecurity. For example, many 
now layer rubber pellets under the 
eggs rather than bran, and minders 
wear gloves while turning the eggs. 
Other old incubatories now heat 
with petrol lamps instead of dung 
fires but still retain some of the old 
procedures. 

MARK M. HALL lives with his 
wife, their three daughters, 
and numerous pets on a 
4-acre slice of paradise in rural
Ohio. Mark is a veteran small-
scale chicken farmer and an
avid observer of nature. As a
freelance writer, he endeavors
to share his life experiences
in a manner that is both
informative and entertaining.
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Illustration by Don Lewis, inspired by https://www.fao.org/3/al684e/al684e00.pdf.
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LET IT LET IT 
SNOW!SNOW!

Follow These Simple Tips to Help Your 
Chickens Thrive This Snow Season

BY ELIZABETH MACK

EVEN IN THE MILDEST 
climates, winters can be 
challenging for backyard poultry 

flocks. By carefully preparing for 
weather extremes and understanding 
flock behavior, you’ll set your flock up 
to not just survive but thrive through 
winter.

Winter Shelter Essentials
Many backyard chicken enthusiasts 

expend a large amount of time and 
effort on their coop, while the run is 
often an afterthought. Don’t cut corners 
on the run. Unless your chickens are 
free-range, the run is where your flock 
will spend the majority of its time. 
Runs that face north or west should be 
protected from prevailing winter winds. 
Attaching heavy-duty tarps will keep 

out snow and rain and protect the flock 
from frigid winds.

If you let your flock outside the pen, 
straw bales make a good wind break 
and also give chickens something to 
peck and play with. I have a predator-
proof run with a small hut on the east 
exposure where morning sun hits. 
When the winter winds whip through 
the run, the chickens snuggle up in 
the hut. I also have a large, fenced-
in enclosure where I’ve added two 
south-facing, covered huts. The outside 
shelters have become my flock’s 
favorite winter hangout.

Don’t forget to keep an area for dust 
bathing available during winter to keep 
parasites at bay. After the growing 
season, I open up my raised vegetable 
beds for my girls; it’s their favorite 

area for a dust bath. It’s a win-win 
since their scratching prepares the dirt 
for spring planting, and they love the 
leftover kale I leave behind.

All Cooped-Up
On especially frigid days when your 

flock refuses to come out of the coop, 
place straw bales around the outside 
perimeter of the coop floor. Winds 
can leak in where the walls meet the 
flooring. The straw bale insulation will 
prevent the floor and wall seams from 
leaking, which is a major contributor to 
heat loss in the coop.

Make sure the coop roosts are wide 
enough so that chickens can sit with 
their feet flat on the roost. Once they 
roost, their body will generate enough 
heat to keep their feet from frostbite. 
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However, if the roost is too narrow or 
the roosting perch is round, this forces 
them to grip the perch with their toes, 
making them susceptible to frostbite. 
A 2-by-4 board works best for most 
chickens. Avoid metal, which absorbs 
the cold and can freeze.

Chickens can tolerate the cold much 
better than heat. After their fall molt, 
they’ll have a thick coat of feathers to 
keep them warm. Artificially heating 
a coop isn’t just a fire hazard; it also 
can have a negative impact on a flock’s 
ability to acclimate to extreme weather 
conditions. Even though we might 
think it’s freezing when it’s 20 degrees 
Fahrenheit, your chickens will be just 
fine. If windchills dip to extremes, dab 
some petroleum jelly on their combs to 
prevent frostbite.

Keep Moisture Out
The enemy of chickens isn’t cold 

or snow but moisture. In rainy winter 
climates, it’s essential to keep the run 
floors dry. If chickens stand in a wet, 
muddy run, their pads will soften, 
which can lead to puncture injuries. By 
the time you discover a foot is infected, 
it’s often too late to save the chicken.

Keep extra pine shavings or straw 
and several raised perches on hand for 
wet runs. I’ve also used wooden pallets 
for muddy walkways and added a few 
extra perches and old logs to keep them 
off the wet ground.

Flocks that are reluctant to walk out 
into a snowy yard can be enticed by 
a path of dry straw. Just throw down 
some straw on a path and sprinkle a 
little scratch grain along the trail. They 
won’t be able to resist the temptation 
of the scratch treat, and getting out for 
a little exercise will keep them from 
getting bored.

Nutritional Needs
Water is the most important factor 

for healthy chickens and continued 
egg production. During subfreezing 
weather, it’s essential to keep water 
from freezing. Thermostatically 
controlled waterers are a good option 
but can be pricey. I use heated dog 
bowls available at big box stores for 

under $20. Even in subzero temps, 
I’ve never had a problem with frozen 
water. With an open bowl, you have 
a greater risk of chickens dirtying the 
water. I like to give them fresh water 
daily or every other day, so I take that 
opportunity to make sure the bowl is 
clean.

While it can be challenging in the 
dead of winter to clean out and refill 
their waterers, this is the best way to 
keep them hydrated and healthy. 

Visit www.yardbirdpluckers.com
1160 8th Avenue  |  Cumberland, WI 54829  |  800-345-6007

Simple.  Fast.
Take the hassle out of backyard chicken 
processing.  Plucking a chicken by hand can 
take as long as 30 minutes.  

Yardbird has revolutionized this painstaking 
and messy process.  With the Yardbird, you can 
fully defeather two birds in 15 seconds or less!

Features:
Hands-Free Irrigation Ring
1.5 HP Electric Motor
Removable Tub For Cleaning
Simple Debris Collection

Take the hassle out of backyard chicken 

www.Myerspoultry.com

Meat Birds Layers Turkeys
Ducks & 
Goslings

Guineas &
Gamebirds

(814) 539-7026

966 Ragers Hill Road South Fork, PA 15956
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Avoid continually topping off the 
water, as chickens will avoid stale 
water.

Warm scrambled eggs with a little 
oyster shell makes for a nutritious 
winter treat for your flock. While 
cracked corn and other scratch grains 
are a common treat, take care not to 
overdo it. Chickens need excellent 
nutrition during the cold winter 
months, and scratch grains have no 
nutritional value. On especially frigid 
nights, I’ll give my flock a small 
amount right before they go to roost. 
When they go in for the night, they’ll 
digest the grains and help keep their 
body temperatures warm.

Lurking Predators
During long, frigid winters, food 

sources for wild animals become 
scarce, and natural predators — most 
notably coyotes and raccoons — will 
come sniffing around your flock. You 
might see and hear coyotes during their 
mating season, from January through 
March. Raccoons will also be active 
starting around January but will hang 
around much longer than coyotes, 
usually through late spring. My coop 
and run are predator-proof fortresses — 
or so I thought. I’ve still lost a coop full 
of hens to a murderous raccoon.

Make sure that the coop and run 
are secure. Check the hardware cloth, 
making sure it’s securely fastened. The 
staples used on the hardware cloth can 

loosen over time, especially in winter 
during freeze and thaw cycles. I’ve 
checked entrance doors and found little 
handprints where a raccoon has tried 
to dig its way in. Keep an eye on your 
run fencing and repair any breaches. 
Check the roofline as well, and if you 
let your chickens free-range, make sure 
they have a covered area to hide from 
overhead predators. Hawks, owls, and 
eagles are active in late winter.

Boredom Busters
When chickens are confined in a 

small space for long periods, they 
can become irritable and testy, just 
like humans. Pecking and fighting are 
signs of boredom and overcrowding. 
Make sure your flock has outlets for 
their energy before they’re snowed in. 
Here are some to consider.

WIND CHIMES. Hang a metal 
wind chime in the run. The chickens 
will be attracted to the shiny metal and 
peck the chimes.

FRESH HERBS. Consider hanging 
some fresh herbs or greenery as well. 
Dried herbs, such as thyme, rosemary, 
or oregano make great treats.

SMALL BRICKS OR LOGS. Place 
them around the perimeter of the run 
as a great hidey-hole for overwintering 
insects. Turn them over every week or 
so. The beetles and other small insects 
make for a juicy chicken treat.

HOLLOW BRANCHES AND 
STEMS. Hollow branches can be 
a micro-habitat for overwintering 
insects. Save them and throw them in 
the run. When I grow sunflowers in the 
fall, I save the seed head and the large 
stem, where insects overwinter, as a 
source of winter treats.

SNOW. Most chickens actually like 
to peck and scratch in the snow for 
tasty insects.

Even mild climates can have their 
share of challenging weather conditions 
for backyard flocks. With a little careful 
planning, your flock might enjoy this 
year’s winter weather. 
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Safely Ship Day-Old Chicks
Expand Your Market by Learning How to Carefully and 

Effectively Mail Live Chicks Throughout the United States
BY REBECCA KREBS

YOU’VE BEEN HATCHING 
and selling chicks locally for 
a few years now. Business 

is going well, and shipping day-old 
chicks is the logical next step to 
expand your market. But how do 
you ship chicks? Let’s look at the 
important details to know, including 
those our small hatchery uses to 
successfully ship thousands of chicks 
around the United States.

State Requirements
Each state has different health and 

permit regulations for the import of 

live poultry. These regulations may 
be found on the website of the state 
agency that oversees animal health. 
Most states require that the parent 
flock is tested clean of pullorum 
disease, fowl typhoid, and sometimes 
other diseases, such as bird flu. If you 
plan to regularly ship chicks between 
states, the best strategy is to get your 
flock certified as disease-free through 
the National Poultry Improvement 
Plan (NPIP). The NPIP (www.
PoultryImprovement.org/default.
cfm) is a cooperative state and federal 
program for the monitoring and testing 

of poultry disease that is recognized by 
all states. For more information about 
flock certification, contact your state’s 
official NPIP agency. 

Postal Requirements
For the first few days of life, chicks 

are sustained by the yolk sac they 
absorb before hatching. This allows 
them to travel safely for up to three 
days without food or water. As a 
result, the United States Postal Service 
(USPS), the only courier that ships 
mail-order chicks, requires that baby 
poultry are no older than 24 hours 

Photo by Rebecca Krebs.
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Hatching & 
Brooding 
Your Own 
Chicks
Skip the Hatchery 
and Take Charge 
of Your Own 
Chicks

By Gail Damerow

This is the guide you need if you want to incubate, 
hatch, and brood chicks yourself rather than buying them 
from a hatchery. Filled with beautiful illustrations, poultry 
authority Gail Damerow explains how to hatch healthy 
baby chickens, ducklings, goslings, turkey poults, and 
guinea keets. Damerow also shares her expertise on 
everything from selecting a breed and choosing the 
best incubator to ensure proper set-up and sanitary 
conditions, understanding embryo development, and 
feeding and caring for newborn chicks in a brooder.

This title is available at:  
Shop.IAmCountryside.com 
or by calling 970-392-4419. 

Mention promo code MBPPAMZ6. 

Item #6584

when shipped and will be no older than 
72 hours when they arrive. Chicks must 
also be properly packaged and labeled. 
Review the mailability requirements 
online (https://pe.usps.com/text/pub52/
pub52c5_003.htm).

Scheduling the Hatch
Schedule the chicks to hatch early in 

the week to ensure that they ship and 
arrive before the weekend. We schedule 
hatches for Monday night. That way, 
if they hatch early, we ship them on 
Monday. If they hatch on time, we ship 
them on Tuesday, and if they hatch 
late, on Wednesday. Before mailing on 
Wednesdays, check that the destination 
post office receives mail on Saturdays.

Account for post-hatch recuperation 
in your schedule. Chicks cannot be 
shipped immediately after they hatch. 
They need time in the incubator to dry 
off, rest, and stabilize before entering 
the jostling and unheated world of the 
postal system. We prefer to ship chicks 
that are between 10 and 18 hours old; 
the chicks are steady on their feet 
by then, but still have plenty of yolk 
reserves for the trip.

Shipping Services
The two services the USPS offers for 

shipping day-old chicks are Priority Mail 
and Priority Mail Express. Priority Mail 
is the overall the service preferred by the 
chick industry because it is inexpensive 
and usually gets chicks safely to their 
destination within 72 hours.

Until 2020, our hatchery used 
both Priority Mail and Priority Mail 
Express, but the increase in package 
circulation and staffing shortages as 
a result of the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic negatively affected Priority 
Mail’s reliability. We switched almost 
entirely to Priority Mail Express, since 
it consistently arrives within 48 hours. 
The downside to Priority Mail Express 
is that it is more expensive, but we find 
that most customers are willing to pay 
extra for more reliable shipping.

Whichever service you choose, ask 
your post office what time you need to 
drop off the box for it to go out with the 
day’s mail.

caring for birds
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Factoring in Weather
Weather often determines the 

success or failure of a chick shipment. 
Our hatchery sees the best results 
in temperatures ranging between 25 
and 90 degrees Fahrenheit on either 
end of the trip. With proper adaptive 
boxing, chicks can handle a wide 
range of conditions; however, we 
don’t ship during severe weather that 
grounds planes or otherwise interferes 
with mail delivery. Sometimes we 
must cancel or reschedule orders 
due to this. While inconvenient, 
the well-being of the chicks is our 
first priority, and the majority of 
customers understand.

Packing Chicks
For shipping day-old chicks, you will 

need:

• The customer’s physical address,
phone number, and email address.

• Required health paperwork and
import permit.

• Chick shipping box.
• Priority Mail Express or Priority

Mail address label.
• Priority Mail Express or Priority

Mail sticker labels.
• Excelsior bedding pad.
• 72-hour animal shipping warmers.
• Strapping tape to close the box.

Packing tape does not adhere well to 
cardboard under tension.

• Black permanent marker.

• Extra cardboard.
• Insulation material.
• GroGel, if desired, for nutrition and

hydration during shipping.

Packing for weather is perhaps the 
most challenging part of shipping 
day-old chicks. From mid-October to 
mid-April, we ship a minimum of 25 
chicks at a time, so that they’re able 
to maintain their own body heat in the 
cooler temperatures. For the rest of the 
year, we ship a minimum of 15 chicks. 
Include shipping warmers for shipments 
of 25 chicks if the temperatures dip 
below 45 degrees F, or for 15 chicks in 
temperatures below 65. In extremely 
cold weather, line the interior of the box 
with thin foam or corrugated cardboard, 
leaving some ventilation, and secure 
insulation with hot glue or heavy 
staples. 

Preparing the box depends on the 
design of the box you use. Our general 
rule of thumb is to cover the lower row 
of ventilation holes on the sides and 
most of the holes on the lid of the box. 
The warmer it is, the fewer holes we 
close. Once the temperatures reach 80 
degrees F, we open all the holes. 

Use a cardboard divider to modify 
the interior size of a 25-chick-quantity 
box for an order of under 25 chicks. 
Chicks need to be boxed fairly close 
together for warmth and stability. The 
divider should reach the lid so the 
chicks cannot slip through the crack. 

Write “Live Chicks” and “Handle 
with Care” on the exterior sides of the 
box and “This is the Bottom: Please 
Gently Turn Over” on the bottom in 
case the box gets flipped.

Crucial Communication
Inform the customer of when the 

chicks are scheduled to ship, when they 
ship, and when to expect them, so that 
the customer can prepare for them. 
Provide care instructions, any special 
directions, and the tracking number 
upon shipment.

If the shipping results are 
unsatisfactory, graciously resolve the 
problem with the customer. A clear 
sales policy regarding what you do 
and don’t guarantee is helpful in this 
respect. But more often than not, a 
couple days after shipment, you’ll 
receive the message: “Chicks arrived 
healthy and are settled in the brooder! 
Thank you!” 

REBECCA KREBS is a 
freelance writer and genetics 
aficionado who lives in the 
Rocky Mountains of Montana. 
She owns North Star Poultry, 
a small hatchery that breeds 
Blue Laced Red Wyandottes, 
Rhode Island Reds, and five 
exclusive chicken varieties. 
Find her farm online at 
northstarpoultry.com.  

Photo by Joshua Krebs. Photo by Joshua Krebs.
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IDEAS FROM ENGLAND

REHOMING CHICKENS, 
HELPING THE ENVIRONMENT

An English Church Facilitates the 
Rehoming of Chickens to Protect 

the Environment
BY SUSIE KEARLEY

THE WYLDE GREEN UNITED 
Reformed Church in Sutton 
Coldfield, Birmingham, 

England (www.WyldeGreenURC-
Website.org), adopted chickens in 
2021 as part of a commitment to 
enhance and protect the environment 
and care for creation.

It’s part of a project to revitalize a 
field at the back of the church, where 
they've done a lot of native planting 
to attract pollinating insects. They 
also use green energy where possible, 
have held an eco-fair, and have a lot 
of plans for the future of the site as a 
community resource.

They’ve made eco-friendly 
adjustments to their buildings and 
land and achieved the minimum 
standard to receive a Bronze Eco-
Church Award.

Money for the project was raised 
through a church service for pets, where 
people brought their cats, dogs, and 
even stick insects.

Improving the Lives of Hens
Reverend Chris Dowd explains why 

they decided to adopt hens. "I'd had 
chickens from the British Hen Welfare 
Trust (www.BHWT.org.uk) personally 
in the past. I was interested in it for our 
Eco-Church project.

“I realized that the British Hen 
Welfare Trust didn't rehome chickens 
in the Birmingham area, so I had a 
conversation with them about this and 
offered to be a host site. This meant 
they would be able to rehome chickens 
from our church.

“The Trust collects egg-laying 
hens from poultry farms at the end 
of their commercial lives and brings 
them to our church for collection by 
their new owners. They're only there 
for a day, and then they go to their 
new homes.

“So far, we've rehomed a couple 
hundred hens. We had to stop due 
to the bird flu outbreak, which was 
frustrating. But one day a month, 
usually on Sunday afternoons, we 
accept the hens and pass them over to 
their new adopters.

“It's a practical way of doing 
something for the community. It shows 
what we believe while we're doing good 
things. It's a way we can reach out and 
convince people to take an interest in 
the church.

“We also have six pet hens at the 
manse. It's lovely keeping our own hens. 
They've never experienced kindness, but 
suddenly they become pets, and their 
little personalities come out. They come 
running up to see us, and one of ours 
likes being picked up and scratched. 
It’s lovely to see commodity animals 
becoming beloved pets.”
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A Wide Impact
Chris is looking forward to doing 

more hen rehomings and moving the 
church’s eco-agenda forward. He wants 
to create more usable community 
spaces to bring people together and 
celebrate the natural environment.

“Birmingham is quite big, so people 
come from all over the West Midlands 
to adopt their hens. Our large field 
behind the church has been laid fallow 
for ten years. Our aim is to revitalize it, 
first with wildflower planting, then with 
chicken rehoming, and, finally, with 
community activities,” he explained.

“Over the past two years, it's been 
difficult to do everything we'd hoped 
because of the pandemic. But as we 
come out of the pandemic, hopefully, 
we’ll get the field used more. We’ve got 
two tennis courts in bad condition, not 
usable. We hope to put astroturf down 
and use them as a multi-purpose games 
area.

“We'd like to open up one court for 
mums and kids to play on during the 
day. We’ve had community events, 
carols, fireworks, and we had a 
bonfire over Christmas. It was really 
fun. I'd never seen most of the people 
who came to the Christmas event, 

so it was a great outreach activity, 
bringing new people to the church.”

Protecting the Environment
The Eco-Church Award program 

is an environmental stewardship 
award program run by A Rocha 
(www.EcoChurch.ARocha.org.
uk), an international network of 
environmental organizations with a 
Christian ethos.

“To get our award, we were judged 
by how well we're doing on a range of 
environmental areas,” Chris said. “In 
a big, old, Victorian barn like ours, the 
windows rattle. It’s hard to meet the 
heat efficiency targets, but we've got a 
fair trade shop, an eco-group, and we 
had an eco-fair with 3,000 or 4,000 
attendees last year. There were lots of 
stalls and talks about eco-living.

“We need to be celebrating this 
amazing Earth, and we need to look 
after it. It's a moral issue to change our 
lives so future generations don't have 
to pay the price for our failure to look 
after the planet.”

Finding Joy in Saving Hens
Chris and the team get a lot of 

satisfaction from rehoming hens. “It’s 

SUSIE KEARLEY is a 
freelance writer and 
journalist who lives in Great 
Britain along with two 
young guinea pigs and an 
aging husband. In Britain, 
she has been published 
in Your Chickens, Cage & 
Aviary Birds, Small Furry 
Pets, and Kitchen Garden 
magazines.

lovely to be able to help people connect 
with animals,” he said. “Kids get 
excited about collecting their chickens, 
and you know they're going to be loved 
and looked after. The alternative is that 
they end up as pet food.

“My parents grew beef cattle in 
Australia, so I'm familiar with animal 
farming as a way of life. But the factory 
farming industry upsets me. The 
animals have very poor lives before 
we rehome them. It’s lovely to do 
something positive. The eggs are much 
nicer, and if you get carried away and 
adopt too many chickens, you end up 
eating a lot of omelets!” 

"We need to be celebrating this amazing Earth, and we need to look after it. 
It's a moral issue to change our lives so future generations don't have to  

pay the price for our failure to look after the planet."
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The Chicken Hotel

“A HAPPY CHICKEN
makes a happy home!” 
UK’s first chicken hotel 

expands to serve even more feathered 
friends.

In 2007, David Roberts opened 
The Chicken Hotel in Cornwall, on 
the south coast of England. It's been 
a huge success, attracting plenty 
of custom from Cornwall’s poultry 
owners and much interest from the 
world’s press.

By early 2022, after 15 years in 
business, The Chicken Hotel had a 
proven track record, so David decided 
to expand and bring on board new 
“chicken hotel” owners to offer 
accommodation for chickens across 
the UK. He's re-branded the business 
to “Betsy” and launched a new website 
to show off the chicken hotels in 
different parts of the country, attract 
new “hoteliers,” and explain how it 
works.

“It's a very exciting time for 
us and for all the chicken hotels 

that we have in our listings," he 
says. “Now COVID-19 restrictions 
have been lifted, and the weather's 
warmed up, people are finally able 
to go abroad with fewer restrictions 
on travel. I think we launched at a 
great time.

“After all, the core of our business is 
to be able to provide people with the 
same level of care for their beloved 
feathered pets as they can find for their 
furry ones, and having excellent pet 
boarding accommodation is key to 
people's peace of mind when they're 
on holiday."

David offers support to the 
owners of the new chicken hotels 
with a centralized booking service, 
comprehensive guidance, and 
insurance against things going wrong. 
All bookings are taken by David, so all 
the “hoteliers” have to do is provide 
the coop and look after the chickens 
when they arrive for their stay. It's 
like a franchise arrangement, except 
it's less structured and there's no fee 

to sign up — David simply makes a 
commission on bookings.

Any chicken keepers who have the 
capacity to do chicken boarding can use 
David's service, and they get guidance 
on how to run their chicken hotel as they 
learn the ropes. David encourages people 
who want to offer chicken boarding to 
be as helpful and personable as possible, 
taking short bookings initially because 
that builds customer confidence and 
leads to longer stays.

“Our mission is to bring clucking 
chickens to the masses, helping more 
families experience the joy of pet 
chicken keeping,” he says.

“One of the things that I'm 
personally concerned about is the 
education of the huge number of 
people who are new to chicken 
ownership,” he explains. “I’m sure 
we’ve all heard of the boom in ‘lock-
down puppies,’ but there was a similar 
boom in 'lock-down chicks' too! The 
British Hen Welfare Trust saw a huge 
rise in their waiting list for rehoming 

BY SUSIE KEARLEY

Britain’s First Chicken Hotel Expands

Photo by Chris Cook.
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chickens during the 
pandemic.

“I think it’s 
wonderful that 
more people get to 
experience the joy 
of chicken keeping; 
after all, our motto 
is ‘A happy chicken 
makes a happy 
home!’ But it’s 
really important that 
new owners first do 
some research into 
chicken keeping. 
The right feed, 
housing, bedding, and security are all 
important to the health and well-being of 
what will almost definitely become one 
of the joys of your life.

“Choosing the right way to care for 
your birds when you go on holiday is 
also vital. This was why I opened my 
first chicken hotel in Cornwall, and now 
it’s more important than ever.

“I have heard horror stories of 
people leaving their chickens with just 

a pile of grain and 
a full waterer, only 
to find disaster 
on their return as 
the waterer had 
become blocked 
with kicked-up 
mud. Or another 
family who asked 
their neighbour 
to look after their 
hens, but they 
went to put them 
in a little too late, 
and Mr. Fox had 
already attended.

“Our hotel managers on www.
heybetsy.com are all experienced 
chicken keepers with secure 
accommodation. They understand the 
level of care and attention that pet 
chickens need. I would be confident 
letting any of them look after my 
own chickens; they even send me 
photographs while I'm on holiday! You 
can never have enough pics of their 
fluffy little bums!”

“I think it's 
wonderful that 

more people get to 
experience the joy 

of chicken keeping; 
after all, our motto 
is ‘A happy chicken 

makes a happy 
home!’”

The business, which originally 
operated in Cornwall only, now extends 
to four other counties — Wiltshire, 
Dorset, Somerset, and Hampshire — 
where keen chicken owners have set up 
their own chicken hotels, each of which 
can be booked through David's website. 
There are inevitable challenges and 
questions for any new host.

“One of the main questions I get 
asked by potential hotel managers 
is, 'What would happen if a chicken 
died while in my care?' It is a 
very reasonable concern, as any 
experienced chicken owner would be 
able to understand. To address that 
issue, we developed and published our 
Betsy guarantee and Betsy protection.

“This covers things like 
cancellations and also provides cover 
for the death, sickness, injury, or loss 
of a bird while at a chicken hotel. It 
protects the chicken hotel owner and 
also provides cover for the customers. 
It's just another element of our 
business designed to give confidence 
to the customer and hotel manager.

“Our team has been working very 
hard to make sure that the customer 
experience is a great one. Part of that 
is the beautiful website that we've built 
to handle the bookings, and we've also 
been working to make sure our hosts are 
ready to offer the high level of service 
that our customers should expect. We 
have some beautiful listings on our site, 
and I am personally confident in their 
ability to offer excellent accommodation 
and care to their customers.

“In the future, we want to be able to 
offer our service to people all across 
the UK, to give more people the 
chance to make extra cash from their 
hobby and also to let people have the 
chance to go on holiday and get their 
ladies well cared for.

“This is why we are hoping to go 
nationwide next year. Who knows, 
with a nationwide network of easy-
to-find chicken hotels, we might 
just spark another boom in chicken 
ownership and more chickens might be 
able to find their forever homes!” 

Find out more: www.heybetsy.com

Photo by David Roberts. Photo by David Roberts.

Photo by Chris Cook. Photo by Chris Cook.
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BREED PROFILE: 

RUSSIAN ORLOFF CHICKEN
Beautiful and Hardy Dual-Purpose Rare Breed

BY TAMSIN COOPER

BREED: Orloff or Russian Orloff,
named for Russian Count Alexei 
Grigoryevich Orlov-Chesmensky 
(1737-1808), who became a renowned 
breeder of livestock and poultry after 
retirement from military campaigns.

ORIGIN: Chickens of this
type were known in Russia 
during the 18th century, 
particularly the Gilan 
(Gilany or Gilyanskaya), 
described in G. N. Teplov’s 
1774 book Poultry Yard as 
a large meat and game bird 
of Persian origin (from the 
Gilan province which had 
been periodically under 
Russian rule).

Contemporary accounts 
suggest that Count Orlov 
possessed red Gilan fowl 
as well as English Game 
and other breeds. Russian 
poultry experts suspect 

that he developed the breed that later 
bore his name from crossing Gilan 
with other native and foreign birds. The 
original Orloff had red plumage similar 
to the Gilan.

Other poultry experts, particularly 
those in Europe and America, have 

inherited a different origin story 
from British poultry breeder Edward 
Brown. He wrote to breeder and writer 
Lewis Wright after attending a poultry 
exhibition in St. Petersburg in 1899. 
Brown had attended a conference where 
M. Houdekoff read a paper claiming

that the Orloff had been 
well known in Russia under 
the name “Chlianskaia” 
(likely synonymous with 
Gilyanskaya) before they 
were promoted by Count 
Orlov. Brown’s letter was 
printed in Wright’s Book of 
Poultry for many editions 
and forms the basis of 
the belief that the Orloff 
is, in fact, the Gilan and 
originated in modern-day 
Iran. However, Russian 
experts maintain that both 
Gilan and Orloff were 
known as distinct breeds 
in Russia in the 18th and Gilan breed (Blue variety) by Alexander Korolev (commons.wikimedia.org) 

CC BY-SA 4.0.
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19th centuries, as illustrated in Russian 
Imperial Poultry Society's Album of 
Husbandry Poultry Breeds (1905). 
Orloff chickens have larger heads 
than Gilan, their legs and beaks are 
of different color, and, at least in the 
modern form, are smaller in size.

HISTORY: From the late 18th century,
the breed was widely kept in Tula, 
south of Moscow, from where it spread 

to other provinces. In the 1870s–80s, 
it was enthusiastically described 
by Russian experts as a beautiful, 
large bird. Some roosters reached 10 
pounds and were tall enough to peck 
crumbs from the table. In 1881, the 
first Orloffs were shown under this 
name in Moscow. In 1887, the first 
White variety was exhibited. A breed 
standard was set in 1899. Then, in 
1901, various colors were shown at 

an agricultural exhibition in Moscow. 
The Spangled appeared at the Second 
International Show at St. Petersburg 
in 1913. By then, many farms bred 
different varieties; those in the north 
being calmer, better layers, and those 
in the south being more of a game bird. 
Although primarily ornamental game, 
their potential as production birds 
became apparent.

International interest grew in the 
early 20th century following their 
appearance at Milan and Turin shows 
in 1906 and 1911. The first exports 
to Austria and Germany occurred in 
1884, and to England around 1912. 
Breeding took off in Germany after an 
import to Dresden in 1910. From this 
flock, German lines were developed, 
including the first Bantams in the 
1920s. Today’s successful Bantam lines 
arose from later German efforts from 
1947.

While the breed spread abroad, 
it became hard to find in Russia as 
foreign breeds, such as Cochin and 
Brahma, became popular. Even in 
1899, prominent breeder I. I. Abozin 
struggled to find flocks in Tula and 
other provinces where Orloffs had been 
numerous. He encouraged the breed’s 
restoration from small flocks found in 
Pavlovo. 

The 20th century brought civil wars, 
revolutions, world wars, and social 
and political changes. This led to a 
second near-extinction of the breed. 
In some cases, breeding efforts were 
abandoned and flocks consumed. From 
the late 20th century, enthusiasts and 
two research facilities have worked to 
restore the breed to its historic form.

In Germany, stocks diminished after 
the Second World War and records 
of standards were lost. The resulting 
recovered flocks varied from the 
original Russian type but were equally 
valued. Imports of German types into 
Russia have helped the country to 
restore the breed. Both Russian and 
German type flocks are kept, but most 
are a blend of both.

Dates of arrival in America are 
unknown. Birds of this type seen by 
writer John H. Robinson as a child 

Orloff hen. Photo © The Livestock Conservancy.
Orloff rooster. Photo © The Livestock 
Conservancy.

Orloff rooster displaying distinctive head and hackle. Photo © The Livestock Conservancy.
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An Introduction 
to Heritage 
Breeds
Discover the Benefits of 
These Rare Breeds
BY D. PHILLIP SPONENBERG, 
JEANNETTE BERRANGER, 
ALISON MARTIN

This eloquent and inviting 
visual guide explains why 
conserving heritage breeds 
is important and shows 
you how you can raise 

these breeds yourself, helping preserve them and benefiting 
from them simultaneously. Written by three experts from 
the Livestock Conservancy, this book includes chickens, 
turkeys, ducks, geese, rabbits, pigs, sheep, goats, cattle, 
donkeys, and horses, detailing each breed's specific needs 
and characteristics so that you can select the one that's right 
for you. Whichever breed you choose, you'll find thorough, 
comprehensive information on how to raise it successfully.

This title is available at  
shop.iamcountryside.com 
or by calling 970-392-4419. 

Mention promo code MBPPAMZ6. Item #6995.

in the 1870s were probably Russian 
Black-Bearded, a similar breed now 
rare in Russia. These were likely 
the “Black Russian Fowls” that 
featured in 1874 Poultry World and 
the “Russians” included in the APA 
Standard of Perfection 1875–1894, 
but dropped due to lack of popularity. 
Robinson mentioned the Russian type, 
including images, in his Popular Breeds 

of Domestic Poultry American and 
Foreign in 1924. Mahogany Orloff were 
known in America at this time.

RECONSERVATION STATUS:
Endangered on an international level 
with only about 5,000 recorded 
worldwide and Threatened on the 
Livestock Conservancy Priority List. 
The FAO records 1,714 in the United 

States in 2015, 1,015 in Germany 
in 2020, and very small numbers 
elsewhere. Russian geneticists estimate 
2,000 in Russia.

BIODIVERSITY: Genetic analysis in
Russia has revealed a wide base of 
inheritance, likely due to the inclusion 
of breeds from different origins. 
Native Russian breeds have a strong 
influence from Asian breeds brought 
back from Persia. Orloff chickens have 
a high diversity in mitochondrial DNA 
(including a haplotype originating in 
southern China that is rarely found 
in European chickens). This diversity 
probably results from hybridization to 
restore traits during recent restorations 
of the population.

DESCRIPTION: The head is medium-
sized, distinctive, and reminiscent of a 
bird of prey. The orange-red to amber 
eyes are deep-set with a prominent 
brow. The wide skull is bisected by a 
cleft from the comb to the top of the 
head. The beak is short, wide-based, 
and curved. Muffs cover small, red 
wattles and earlobes. The neck is long, 
bearded, with abundant hackle feathers 
that are slightly elevated. The rooster’s 
hackle is thickly feathered at the top, 
forming a characteristic “boule.” The 
body is broad, rounded, well-muscled, 
and has an elevated posture, evocative 
of the game type, but the hen’s body is 
longer and narrower than the rooster. 
The tail is held upright, especially in 
the rooster. Medium legs appear long 
due to raised posture. Yellow shanks 
and beak.

VARIETIES: Spangled are the most
common in America, although there 
are a few Mahogany. In Russia, 
there are Black-breasted and Brown-
breasted Red, Spangled, Mottled, 
Black, and White. Black and White 
Mottled are also known. The ABA 
recognizes Black-tailed Red, White, 
and Spangled Bantams. Mahogany 
and Barred varieties were developed in 
Germany.
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COMB: Strawberry or cushion comb,
originally described as like a raspberry 
bisected along the long axis, covered 
with small tubercles with small feather 
bristles between, located low on the 
forehead close to the nostrils.

POPULAR USE: Dual-purpose.

EGG COLOR: White or tinted.

EGG SIZE: Small–medium (in Russia,
average 2 ounces).

PRODUCTIVITY: Initially 160 to 180
eggs per year, dropping to 120 to 150 
in the second year. Slow-growing, 
producing white, gamey meat.

WEIGHT: Roosters approx. 8 pounds;
hens 6.5 pounds. Do not mature fully 
until 2 years old.

TEMPERAMENT: While originally
pugnacious, modern strains tend to be 

calm and friendly, but will stand up to 
aggressive competitors. Good foragers 
who prefer to range. Generally non-
broody but make protective mothers.

ADAPTABILITY: Chicks mature and
feather out slowly, but when raised 
outdoors and allowed to acclimatize, 
they become extremely cold-hardy and 
robust. However, they are susceptible 

TAMSIN COOPER keeps 
chickens and goats on her 
smallholding in France, where 
she aspires to live as sustainably 
as possible. She follows the 
latest research on farm animal 
behavior and mentors on a 
chicken welfare MOOC. 

SOURCES:
• Moiseyeva, I.G., Romanov, M., Ovsyannikova, H., and Alimov, A. 2013.
Orloff chicken breed. Aviculture-Europe.
• Moiseyeva, I.G., 1996. The state of poultry genetic resources in Russia.
Animal Genetic Resources, 17, 73–86.
• Dmitriev, Y., Russian Chickens (A. Korolov translation)
• Russian Orlßoff Society USA & Canada
• The Livestock Conservancy
• Lewer, S.H., 1912, Wright’s Book of Poultry. 484.
• Dyomin, A.G., et. al., 2017. Mitochondrial DNA D-loop haplogroup
contributions to the genetic diversity of East European domestic chickens
from Russia. Journal of Animal Breeding and Genetics, 134(2), 98–108.

to disease while young. Their compact 
comb protects against frostbite. 
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HOW TO SPEAK CHICKEN
Best-selling author Melissa Caughey 

knows that backyard chickens are 
like any favorite pet — fun to spend 

time with and fascinating to observe. 
Combining her up-close observations 
with scientific findings and interviews 

with other chicken enthusiasts, 
Caughey answers unexpected 

questions such as Do chickens have 
names for each other? How do their 

eyes work? and How do chickens learn?
#8639     $16.95     Sale Price: $14.41

AN ABSOLUTE BEGINNER'S GUIDE TO 
KEEPING BACKYARD CHICKENS

Following the progress of 3 chickens day 
to day and week to week, you'll learn 

everything you need to know to be 
successful in raising and keeping a happy, 

healthy flock. Topics covered include 
understanding chicken behavior; housing 

and feeding requirements; and hygiene and 
basic health care.

#11367     $14.95     Sale Price: $13.75

RAISE BACKYARD CHICKENS
Raise Backyard Chickens helps get you started with 

everything from incubating fertile eggs to receiving 
and raising day-old chicks to building a chicken coop to 

keeping your birds safe and healthy. You’ll find top-notch 
advice on how to protect your flock from predators, 

produce the healthiest eggs, and so much more.
#8871     $24.95     Sale Price: $19.96

101 CHICKEN KEEPING HACKS
Join Lisa Steele, chicken-keeper 
extraordinaire on a behind-the-

coop tour like you've never seen. 
Lisa has spent years figuring out 
the best ways to keep chickens 

healthy, the natural way, and she's 
collected more than just your 

average tips. 101 Chicken Keeping 
Hacks includes simple ideas for 

re-using and upcycling old items, 
as well as detailed information 

on using natural ingredients 
to enhance and improve your 

chickens' lives without breaking 
the bank.

#11405    $24.99     Sale Price: $21.24

A KID'S GUIDE TO  
KEEPING CHICKENS

Chickens make wonderful pets, 
and Melissa Caughey provides all 
the information kids need to raise 
healthy chickens and have tons of 
fun doing it! Caughey shares her 
advice in an engaging way so that 
kids understand what it means to 
keep chickens and what kind of 
housing, food, equipment, and care 
the chickens will need to thrive.
#7467     $16.95     Sale Price: $14.41

WHAT'S KILLING MY CHICKENS?
This book teaches readers how to follow 
clues such as tracks, trails, scat, and other 
signs to identify poultry predators. Profiles 
describe key habits of each culprit and the 
best techniques for blocking their access 
to the coop and yard. Solutions explored 
include removing attractants, using poultry 
guardians and lighting, and installing the 
most effective type of fencing.
#9887     $19.95     Sale Price: $16.96

THE CHICKEN WHISPERER'S GUIDE TO  
ZERO-WASTE CHICKEN KEEPING

This essential guide collects the Chicken 
Whisperer’s personal tips, tricks, and 
suggestions for reducing waste, repurposing 
materials, and recycling everything else. 
With this book, chicken keepers will save 
money, improve production, support 
sustainability, and use fewer resources 
overall.
#9697     $19.99     Sale Price: $16.99

THE BACKYARD FIELD GUIDE TO CHICKENS
The Backyard Field Guide to Chickens details every 

breed of chicken with colored illustrations and 
a thorough description. This book tells you all 

about the bird, detailing each breed's particular 
usefulness, adaptation to climate, coloration, 

number of eggs typically laid, foraging ability, 
temperament, and unique qualities. 

#7952     $24.99     Sale Price: $21.24

BEST
SELLER
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EPIC EGGS
In Epic Eggs, homesteader and writer Jennifer 

Sartell looks at the eggs of the most common 
types of poultry you’d find in your backyard: 
chickens, ducks, geese, turkeys, guineas, and 
quail. Sartell delves into the eggs themselves 

and explains reproductive systems, egg 
anatomy, and how and why different colors 
are distributed to egg shells. Illustrated with 

fantastic color photography, Epic Eggs also 
explains how to optimize living conditions and diet for the healthiest and most-

flavorful eggs, the process of grading and storing eggs, and more.
#8612     $21.99     Sale Price: $18.69

TO ORDER, CALL 970-392-4419 or visit shop.iamcountryside.com  
Mention Promo Code: MBPPAMZ5 • Sale Ends 12/22/2022

BUTCHERING CHICKENS 
Butchering Chickens is a guide to humane 
small-scale processing that covers how to 
choose the right equipment, slaughtering 
humanely, customized butchering 
options, packaging to preserve meat 
quality, and more! With step-by-step 
photos, detailed instructions, this 
comprehensive handbook gives poultry 
raisers the information they need to make 
the most of their meat. 
#10242     $18.95     Sale Price: $17.06

THE CHICKEN BIBLE
Chicken is the go-anywhere, eat-with-
anything, highly transformable crowd 

favorite that always fills the bill. Find 
exactly what you’re looking for (and 

more!) with a wide breadth of themed 
chapters, including Easy Dinners, Classic 

Braises, Breaded and Fried, Pasta and 
Noodles, and more. With over 500 

recipes included, you could eat chicken 
every night and never tire of it. 

#10779     $40.00     Sale Price: $34.00

THE FAT KITCHEN
The Fat Kitchen is the comprehensive 
guide to rendering and using whole 

animal fats, including lard, tallow, 
and poultry fat. Cooks will learn the 

distinctive qualities and best uses 
of each fat along with methods for 

curing and storing them. In addition, 
100 scrumptious recipes highlight 

traditional cultural favorites like 
matzo ball soup, pasta carbonara, 

and more! 
#9101     $24.95     Sale Price: $21.21

2-IN-1 INDOOR SMOKER & SLOW COOKER
Enjoy your favorite foods with authentic smokehouse flavor 
year-round without traditional outdoor smokers' long wait or prep. The 
2-in-1 Indoor Smoker & Slow Cooker features hot smoke, cold smoke, and 
combo smoke settings, a three-tiered smoking rack, easy to use digital 
controls, and dishwasher safe parts. Also, the 2-in-1 smoker doubles as a  
 6-quart slow cooker. Quickly 

smoke your meats, 
vegetables, and 
cheese indoors with 
consistent results 

every time. 11.4 D x 17.5 W 
x 10.8 H 
Available for shipment to 
continental U.S. addresses only.
#11778     $119.99     
Sale Price: $107.99

CHICKEN & EGG
Chicken & Egg focuses on chicken 

husbandry from the vantage point of egg 
production, providing expert instruction 

in how to optimize laying, choose chicken 
breeds based on egg color, and even 

affect the flavor of your eggs while caring 
for happy, healthy hens. 

#9860     $19.95     Sale Price: $16.96

HAPPY HENS & FRESH EGGS
In Happy Hens & Fresh Eggs, author Signe 
Langford provides practical advice on 
keeping the garden both gorgeous and 
productive, and hens happy and healthy. 
In addition to answering questions about 
coop construction, year-round egg 
production, and whether or not a rooster 
is really needed, Langford covers the best 
breeds for backyards. Also included are 
dozens of simple and elegant recipes from 
her own kitchen, as well as contributions 
from celebrated chefs.
#7978     $22.95     Sale Price: $19.51

THE ULTIMATE GUIDE TO 
BUTCHERING, SMOKING, CURING, 
SAUSAGE, AND JERKY MAKING

Absolutely everything you need to 
know about how to dress and preserve 
meat is right here. From slaughtering, 
to processing, to preserving in ways 
like smoking, salting, and making jerky, 
author Philip Hasheider teaches it all in 
step-by-step instructions and illustrations. 
Learn how to properly secure the animal 
and safely and humanely transform the 
meat into future meals for your family. 
Along the way, you’ll become an expert 
on different cuts of meat and all the right 

ways to process them into different products, like sausages and jerky.
#11217     $27.99     Sale Price: $23.79

BEST 
SELLER BEST 

SELLER

NEW!

NEW!
NEW!
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REINVENTING THE CHICKEN COOP
Matthew Wolpe and Kevin McElroy give you 14 
complete building plans for chicken coops that 

range from the purely functional to the outrageously 
fabulous. One has a water-capturing roof, a great 

example of mid-century modern architecture, and 
another has a built-in composting system. Some 
designs are suitable for beginning builders, and 

some are challenging enough for experts. Full-color 
photographs and detailed construction illustrations 

accompany complete step-by-step building plans. 
#6536     $19.95     Sale Price: $16.96

FREE-RANGE CHICKEN GARDENS 
In this essential handbook, award-

winning garden designer Jessi Bloom 
covers everything a gardener needs to 

know, including chicken-keeping basics, 
simple garden plans to get you started, 

tips on attractive fencing options, the 
best plants and plants to avoid, and 
step-by-step instructions for getting 

your chicken garden up and running.
#5913     $19.95     Sale Price: $16.96

CHICKEN DIY
In Chicken DIY, aspiring chicken farmers 
will find creative plans and easy-to-
follow construction tips for making a 
safe and healthy environment for their 
fine-feathered friends. With complete and 
easy-to-follow instructions for 20 essential 
projects, from coops and feeders to runs, 
ramps, roosts, and incubators as well as 
clear step-by-step color photographs, 
readers will quickly learn how to make the 
best coop for their flock.
#8647     $19.99     Sale Price: $16.99

HOW TO BUILD CHICKEN COOPS 
How to Build Chicken Coops provides the 

answers to all of your questions about 
planning and building safe and comfortable 

structures for your flock. Inside, authors 
Daniel and Samantha Johnson answer 

questions such as: How much space will 
you need? How many nest boxes and 

windows will your birds require? How much 
will it cost? What steps do you need to take 
to keep your chickens safe from predators? 
This trusted guide takes the guesswork out 

of building a safe and comfortable home 
that’s just right for your flock. 

#9564     $19.99     Sale Price: $16.99

HATCHING & BROODING  
YOUR OWN CHICKS

If you want to incubate, hatch, and brood 
chicks yourself, rather than buying them from 
a hatchery, this is the guide you need. Poultry 
authority Gail Damerow explains exactly 
how to hatch healthy babies addressing 
everything from selecting a breed and 
choosing the best incubator, understanding 
embryo development, to feeding and caring 
for newborn chicks in a brooder. This is an 
indispensable reference for any poultry raiser, 
whether you want to hatch three eggs or 100.
#6584     $24.95     Sale Price: $21.21

PASTURED POULTRY
What goes into feed and why? How 
important is grit? What do I do when 
my birds get sick? All of these questions 
are answered in Pastured Poultry: Feeding 
and Management, 3rd Edition! This is the 
perfect hands-on guide for understanding 
and developing your own pastured 
poultry feed. Whether you only have a 
few backyard chickens or a farm with 
hundreds, this book will be a helpful 
resource to dive into. 
#10402     $14.95     Sale Price: $12.71

COMMUNITY 
CHICKENS GUIDE 
TO BACKYARD 
CHICKENS SET
The Community Chickens 
Guide to Backyard Chickens 
Set includes three special 
issues that will prove 
to be a great resource 
to help you raise your 
feathered friends. From 
helping you choose the  

right breed to showing you the  
benefits of keeping chickens  
in the garden, all the information you’ll  
need is packed into these three issues. 
Other information includes the best 

breeds for kids, safety tips for free-range 
chickens, affordable ways to keep your flock warm, and so much more.
#10436     $20.97     Sale Price: $15.73

NEW!

POULTRYNET PLUS 12/42/3  
STARTER KIT (BLACK/WHITE) 

Contain and protect your chickens in the 
backyard or on the pasture with this complete 
fence system. Choose this kit if you  
plan to move the fence once per  
season (or less often). Effective for  
all types of poultry. 48" tall. 100'  
long. Please allow two weeks for delivery.  
Available for shipment to continental  
U.S. addresses only.

#8341     $530.80     Sale Price: $514.88

BEST SELLER
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TO ORDER, CALL 970-392-4419 or visit shop.iamcountryside.com
Mention Promo Code: MBPPAMZ5 • Sale Ends 12/22/2022

600 WATT CARBON FIBER HEATER WITH 
12" DIA SHADE

This Carbon Fiber Heater is perfect for 
keeping the animals' lambing pens, 
chicken coops, and horse stables warm and 
comfortable. The high-output carbon fiber 
bulb produces four to six times more heat 
than a conventional bulb, and a unique 
internal tilt switch turns the unit off if an 
unsafe angle is reached. Also, cooling fins 
reduce heat buildup around electronic 
controls and a wire grill prevents animals 
or birds from contacting the bulb. Included 
is a secure hanging attachment, 7.5 feet 
hanging cord, and a reflecting cone.
#9341     $90.00     Sale Price: $85.50

THE CHICKEN HEALTH HANDBOOK,  
2ND EDITION

The Chicken Health Handbook covers the 
health problems that plague chickens 
of all breeds and ages. Practical charts 

identify common symptoms and causes 
of infection, while an alphabetic listing of 

diseases provides advice on treatment. 
You’ll find helpful descriptions of 

troublesome ailments of all types, from 
poor egg production to crooked toe 

syndrome, and more. 
#7929     $24.95     Sale Price: $21.21

CHICKEN BROODER KIT WITH 
HEATING PLATE

The Chicken Brooder Kit with Heating 
Plate is perfect for raising chickens 
during their first few weeks of life. The 
underside of the heating plate is warm 
but not hot—the chicks go under the 
plate, so it almost touches their backs. 
The rugged plate cover prevents older 
chicks from perching on top and 
fouling the unit with droppings. Kit 
includes a small heating plate, a small 

plate cover, seven reusable brooder panels, a chick stand, classic waterer, 
Saturn 3 feeder, and New Country Organics Poultry Starter Feed.
#8346     $178.38     Sale Price: $169.46

STOREY'S ILLUSTRATED GUIDE  
TO POULTRY BREEDS

More than 128 birds strut their stuff across the 
pages of Storey’s Illustrated Guide to Poultry Breeds. 
Admire the handsome Lakenvelder roosters, 
read the fascinating history of the Blue Hens of 
Delaware, and marvel at the toy-like appearance 
of Call ducks. This definitive guide to North 
American fowl includes breed history, detailed 
descriptions of identifying characteristics, and 
colorful photography that celebrates the birds’ 
quirky personalities and charming good looks. If 

it’s fowl facts and photos you want, you’ll find them all here.
#4297     $24.95     Sale Price: $21.21

THE INDEPENDENT FARMSTEAD
In a witty and welcoming style, The 

Independent Farmstead covers everything 
from choosing a species of ruminant 

and incorporating it into a grass-based 
system to innovative electric fencing and 

watering systems. Authors Shawn and Beth 
Dougherty discuss what to do with all of 
the milk, meat, and, yes, manure that the 
self-sustaining farm produces. Also, you’ll 
learn to develop natural water resources, 
apply pasture management techniques, 

basic food processing skills, and more. 
#7979     $39.99     Sale Price: $33.99

40 PROJECTS FOR BUILDING YOUR 
BACKYARD HOMESTEAD

40 Projects for Building Your Backyard 
Homestead shows homeowners how to turn 
their yard into a productive and wholesome 

“homestead“ that allows them to grow 
their own fruits and vegetables and raise 
farm animals, including chickens, ducks, 

and goats. Also covered are the laws and 
regulations of raising livestock in populated 

areas and demonstrates to readers how to 
use and preserve the bounty they produce. 

This is truly a how-to guide for people who want to take control of what 
they eat and the products they use. 

#6910     $16.95     Sale Price: $14.41

MODERN HOMESTEADER'S  
GUIDE TO KEEPING GEESE

While chickens preen in the spotlight, geese 
are the historic unsung heroes of small 

farms and homesteads. Providing weed 
control, large eggs, and entertainment 

(and acting as “security“ over other 
animals), geese are the ultimate modern 

homesteading companion. 

#8498     $19.99     Sale Price: $16.99

FARM DOGS
Gain a deeper understanding of your canine 
friends through in-depth breed profiles that 
showcase how working dogs think. From 
familiar breeds such as the Border Collie, Corgi, 
and Dachshund to the lesser-known Akbash, 
Puli, and Hovawart, Janet Vorwald Dohner 
describes 93 breeds of livestock guardian 
dogs, herding dogs, terriers, and traditional 
multipurpose farm dogs, highlighting the tasks 
each dog is best suited for and describing its 
physical characteristics and temperament.
#8067     $26.95     Sale Price: $22.91

HEN AND THE ART OF CHICKEN 
MAINTENANCE
This is a book about keeping chickens, but it is also a 
feather-clad soap opera of primal urges. Its pages are 
filled with the quest for absolute power, sex, death, 
jealousy, and huge vet bills. Beyond all the intrigue 
and drama, however, there are even some practical 
lessons to be learned about what not to do when 
keeping chickens. Martin Gurdon’s hilarious “chicken 
memoir” reflects on the highs and lows of chicken 
ownership. The relationship between bird and 
human is by turns heartwarming and bewildering, 
but it is always entertaining.
#9670     $19.99     Sale Price: $16.99

NEW!

BEST SELLER

NEW!
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coming events

The Coming Events listing is gathered and provided by poultryshowcentral.com. 
Add your show listing on their website or send to:  

Coming Events, Backyard Poultry, 1503 SW 42nd St, Topeka, KS 66609 
or email: editor@backyardpoultrymag.com.  

To be included in the Backyard Poultry magazine listing,  
event details must be sent 90 days in advance.

ATTENTION: Due to the avian influenza outbreak, some events may be 
canceled. Contact event coordinators to confirm before show dates. Poultry 
Show Central is working hard to stay updated, but changes are being made 

daily and these events may end up being canceled.

ALABAMA
December 10, 2022 
Anniston, Alabama 
Bama All Bantam Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Expo_Show.html

January 14, 2023
Anniston, Alabama
Fancy Feathers Poultry Show
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Fancy_Feathers_Poultry_
Show.html

ARIZONA
December 10, 2022 
Tuscon, Arizona
Tuscon Poultry, Pigeon & Fancy 
Fowl Show
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Tuscon_Fancy_Fowl_Show.
html

CALIFORNIA
December 3, 2022
Granite Bay, California
Norcal Winter Classic Pigeon 
Show
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Norcal_Winter_Classic_
Pigeon_Show.html

December 3, 2022
Paso Robles, California
Central Coast Feather Fanciers 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Central_Coast_Feather_
Fanciers.html

January 14-15, 2023 
Hollister, California
Gold Coast Poultry Fanciers
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Gold_Coast_Poultry_
Fanciers.html

January 27-29, 2023 
Lodi, California
Pacific Poultry Breeders 
Association
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Pacific_Poultry_Breeders.html

COLORADO
January 7-22, 2023
Denver, Colorado
National Western Stock Show 
Poultry Show
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/National_Western_Stock_
Show.html

FLORIDA
January 7-8, 2023
Lake City, Florida
Florida Sunshine Classic
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Florida_Sunshine_Classic.html

GEORGIA
January 21, 2023
Madison, Georgia 
Peachstate Poultry Association's 
“Just Peachy” Classic 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Peachstate_Poultry_
Association_Just_Peachy_
Classic.html

IOWA
December 9-10, 2022 
Des Moines, Iowa 
Pigeons on the Prairie 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Pigeons_on_the_Prairie.html

LOUISIANA
December 3, 2022 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
Red Stick Poultry Club Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Red_Stick_Poultry_Club_
Show.html

MASSACHUSETTS
January 14-15, 2023
West Springfield, Massachusetts
Northeastern Poultry Congress
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Northeastern_Poultry_
Congress.html

MICHIGAN
December 3, 2022 
Bay City, Michigan 
Bay City Pigeon Fanciers Winter 
Pigeon Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Bay_City_Pigeon_Fanciers_
Show.html

NORTH CAROLINA
December 10, 2022 
Smithfield, North Carolina
Cape Fear Poultry Association
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Cape_Fear_Feather_
Fanciers.html
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OHIO
December 17, 2022 
Bellefontaine, Ohio 
Top of Ohio Pigeon Show  
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Top_of_Ohio.html

January 7, 2023 
Fremont, Ohio 
Fremont Pigeon Club Winter Show
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Fremont_Pigeon_Club.html

OKLAHOMA
December 3, 2022
Norman, Oklahoma
Oklahoma Mini Mega Show/
Junior National Poultry Show
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Canadian_Valley_Poultry_
Club_Show.html

December 10, 2022 
Shawnee, Oklahoma 
Oklahoma State Poultry 
Federation 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Oklahoma_State_Poultry_
Federation.html

PENNSYLVANIA
January 7-14, 2023 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
PA Farm Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/PA_Farm_Show.html

January 13-16, 2023 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
Reading Annual Bird Winter 
Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Reading_Annual_Bird_
Show.html

SOUTH CAROLINA
January 28, 2023 
Clemson, South Carolina 
Anderson Winter Bantam Show
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Anderson.html

TENNESSEE
December 3-4, 2022 
Knoxville, Tennessee 
Dixie Classic - Tennessee Valley 
Poultry Club 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Dixie_Classic.html

TEXAS
December 3, 2022 
Klein, Texas 
Klein Poultry Extravaganza 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Klein_Poultry_
Extravaganza.html

December 17, 2022 
Pleasonton, Texas 
South Texas Winter Classic 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/South_Texas_Winter_
Classic.html

January 7, 2023 
Dripping Springs, Texas 
Brazos Valley Poultry Club - 
Blue Bonnet Classic 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Blue_Bonnet_Classic.html

January 15-16, 2023 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Fort Worth Stock Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Fort_Worth_Stock_Show.
html

January 19-21, 2023 
Amarillo, Texas 
NPA Grand National 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/NPA_Grand_National.html

JAMS, JELLIES, PICKLES, SALSAS, 
AND MORE!

350+
recipes

Find out more at Shop.IAmCountryside.com 
or call 970-392-4419. 

Please mention code MBPPAMZ2.

Item #8030 | $24.99

Lushly Illustrated With Color Photographs

Organized by technique, The All New Ball Book of Canning and 
Preserving covers water bath and pressure canning, pickling, fermenting, 
freezing, dehydrating, and smoking. Straightforward instructions and 
step-by-step photos ensure success for beginners, while practiced home 
canners will find more advanced methods and inspiring ingredient twists. 
Tested for quality and safety, recipes range from much-loved classics 
— Tart Lemon Jelly, Tomato-Herb Jam, Ploughman’s Pickles — to fresh 
flavors such as Asian Pear Kimchi, Smoked Maple-Juniper Bacon, and 
homemade Kombucha. Make the most of your preserves with delicious 
dishes, including Crab Cakes garnished with Eastern Shore Corn Relish 
and traditional Strawberry-Rhubarb Hand Pies.
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IF YOU'RE 
READING THIS, 
SO ARE YOUR 
CUSTOMERS.

 

ADVERTISE 
WITH US!
To advertise in 

marketplace, email
adinfo@ogdenpubs.com
or call 800-678-5779

marketplace

CONNECT 
ONLINE WITH 

BACKYARD 
POULTRY:

backyardpoultry. 
iamcountryside.com

Premier1Supplies.com  •  800-282-6631

HEATED POULTRY 
WATERER

Freeze-Free
Detachable Cord— 
     for non-winter use 
3 Gallon Capacity

Bring tasty, old-fashioned  
comfort food to your 
table at every meal!    

Home cooks from all over the United 
States have contributed their best recipes 
to this collection — cooks who grew up 
on the farm, eating waffles after chopping 
firewood and picking the peaches that 
filled the evening’s pie, and cooks with 
vivid memories of Mom’s chicken and 
dumplings and Dad’s bachelor casserole. 
Open up the Comfort Food Cookbook and 
discover how easy it is to make delicious 
comfort food with a few wholesome 
ingredients.

Item #9093   |    $24.99 

Find out more at Shop.IAmCountryside.com
or call 970-392-4419  

Promo code: MBPPAMZ2. Price does not include shipping and handling. 



BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM     73

ADVERTISE WITH US!
To advertise in marketplace, email

adinfo@ogdenpubs.comor call 800-678-5779

AdorStore
Automatic Doors for Chickens

Guineas, Ducks, Peacocks & Turkeys

Rugged Galvanized Steel
Direct sprocket drive - locks shut
1 year warranty
Complete and Ready to screw to wall
Does NOT need electric/solar
Runs a full year or more on a battery
Free battery included
Ideal for remote location
Manual over-ride & status indicator
Can be mounted inside or outside
Remote operation compatible with 
      wifi and home automation
Free shipping (excluding Canada and Turkey Door)

opens at sunrise
closes at sunset

(adjustable)

Allogic Inc/AdorStore
P.O. Box 217

New Ulm, TX 78950

Call or Order Online
832-444-0192 (voice or text)
email: info@adorstore.com

www.adorstore.com

Made in USA

3 Door Sizes (opening)

12.5”W x 20”H (Turkey)
10.5”W x 13”H (Chicken)

10.5”W x 9”H (Mini)

Shown with optional Canopy

HHaattcchheerryy
Specializing in:

Cornish Cross 
Broilers Red 

Broilers
White Leghorns 
Brown Sexlink 
Black Sexlink 

Rhode Island Reds 
and more!

Website:
www.valleyfarmshatchery.com

Phone:
(256)314-2282

Mail:
Valley Farms Hatchery

PO Box 2201
Muscle Shoals, AL 35662

NPIP CERTIFIED HATCHERY SHIPPING WEEKLY

The Truth About Kibble
In the manufacturing process, high temperatures are used 
to dry dog food ingredients and make kibble. These high 
temperatures cook live enzymes and important nutrients 
out of dog food before dogs have a chance to bene� t from 
them. The bottom line is, omnivores like dogs need living 
food or it shortens their lives.

Solution
Dr. JimZ Keystone™ contains chelated vitamins, minerals, 
enzymes, and amino acids for a complete diet. This helps 
support the eyes, skin, coat, digestion, 
and immune and nervous systems.

What’s in Your 
DOG FOOD?

Dr. JimZ KeystoneTM – Puts the nutrients and live 
enzymes back in your kibble that were cooked 

out in the manufacturing process. 

Order online at 
www.DrJimZ.com 

or call 888-394-4454

2-lb bag contains 30 scoops. 
Bundle pricing also available.

You Can Enhance Any Dog Food 
with Dr. JimZ Keystone™

and Help Your Dogs Feel and Look 
Their Best for Many Years to Come!

(Sprinkle on dog food dry or make a 
gravy that dogs cannot resist.)

Introductory Price

$49.95
+FREE SHIPPING
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The Backyard Guide to  
Caring for, Feeding,  
& Butchering Your Birds

HOW TO RAISE 
CHICKENS 
FOR MEAT
If self-sufficiency and raising your food are essential If self-sufficiency and raising your food are essential 

to you, this book will help you pull together a complete to you, this book will help you pull together a complete 
farm-to-table experience. Gone are the days when farm-to-table experience. Gone are the days when 
grandma headed to the chicken coop searching for grandma headed to the chicken coop searching for 
dinner. In this day and age, when fewer and fewer dinner. In this day and age, when fewer and fewer 
people know where their food comes from, people know where their food comes from, How to How to 

Raise Chickens for MeatRaise Chickens for Meat helps families take control of their food supply once again. helps families take control of their food supply once again.
Divided into four easy-to-navigate sections, Divided into four easy-to-navigate sections, How to Raise Chickens for MeatHow to Raise Chickens for Meat is packed with practical  is packed with practical 

information. Getting Started’s first section includes breed specifics, timing, and quantity information. information. Getting Started’s first section includes breed specifics, timing, and quantity information. 
This section will help you analyze options and make informed decisions as you get started. The second This section will help you analyze options and make informed decisions as you get started. The second 
section, Care & Feeding, dives into the specifics of keeping your flock healthy. Learn how to set up a section, Care & Feeding, dives into the specifics of keeping your flock healthy. Learn how to set up a 
brooder, what to feed your chickens, how to pasture them safely, and how to keep your flock stress-brooder, what to feed your chickens, how to pasture them safely, and how to keep your flock stress-
free. The third section, Butchering, prepares you for one of the more challenging parts of raising free. The third section, Butchering, prepares you for one of the more challenging parts of raising 
chickens for meat. It addresses some of the emotions you may feel along with the actual butchering chickens for meat. It addresses some of the emotions you may feel along with the actual butchering 
process and provides practical tips to make it easier. It also discusses alternative options if you don’t process and provides practical tips to make it easier. It also discusses alternative options if you don’t 
want to process your chickens.want to process your chickens.

The book concludes with cooking tips and delicious tried and true farm-to-table recipes to impress The book concludes with cooking tips and delicious tried and true farm-to-table recipes to impress 
even the most doubtful family member!even the most doubtful family member!

Order by calling 970-392-4419 or  
visiting Shop.IAmCountryside.com. 
Price does not include shipping and handling.

Please use promo code 
MBPPAMZ2

$16 99 Item #11423
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Advertise in the Backyard Poultry Breeders Directory or Classifi ed Section  
 Call 866-848-5416 or e-mail croberts@ogdenpubs.com

(Approval of an ad does not constitute an endorsement.)

FREEDOM RANGER

Pennsylvania  

FREEDOM RANGER HATCHERY, INC, 187 N. 

Wndy Mansion Rd., Reinholds, PA 17569. 717-336-4878, 

Fax:717-336-3711. sales@freedomrangerhatchery.com 

www.freedomrangerhatchery.com Black & Red Freedom 

Ranger chickens and gray Kosher King broiler chicks and 

turkeys. Non-GMO option.

GAME BIRDS

Indiana

WOODSIDE AVIARY, James Kotterman, Peru, Indiana. 

765-985-2805. PHEASANT ENTHUSIASTS check this

out! Displaying full color the Silvers, Swinhoe, Elliots, 

Blue Eared. NO CATALOG AVAILABLE. GIVE ME 

A CALL AND WE'LL TALK ABOUT THE BIRDS!

Massachusetts  

ANTONIO R. FERREIRA, JR, 49 Chestnut St, Seekonk, 

MA 02771.  401-465-1662.  Northern Bobwhite Quail 

Eggs, 25/$50. Chukar Partridge Eggs, 20/$50.  Postpaid.

ICELANDIC

Wisconsin

ICELANDIC CHICKEN, 6885 Bartlett Rd, Iron 

River, WI 54847.  Long-time breeders and most 

trusted source, maintaining quality, genetic diversity, 

pure Icelandic landrace chickens in North America. 

www.icelandicchicken.com. Ph: 715-372-5255. 

email:  davidwgrote@cheqnet.net

JERSEY GIANTS

Indiana

MARIA'S JERSEY GIANTS, Since 1977.  "Quality" 

Blue, Black, Splash, White Jersey Giant eggs, chicks, 

started birds, & adults www.mariasjerseygiants.com Cell: 

(502) 548-1075 (texting).

VARIOUS

Alabama  

VALLEY FARMS HATCHERY, PO Box 2201, 

Muscle Shoals, AL, 35662. 256-314-2282. www.

valleyfarmshatchery.com  sales@valleyfarmshatchery.com  

Cornish Cross Broilers, Brown Sexlinks, White Leghorns, 

Rhode Island Reds, and more! NPIP Certifi ed and Hatching/

Shipping Weekly January-November! 

Illinois

CHICKEN SCRATCH POULTRY, Larry & Angela 

McEwen, 14025 Cty Rd 975 E, McLeansboro, IL 62859. 

618-643-5602. larry_angie@chickenscratchpoultry.com

www.chickenscratchpoultry.com Coronation Sussex, 

Light Sussex, Lavender  Orpington, Chocolate Orpington, 

Jubilee Orpington, Black Orpington, Black Copper 

Marans, Blue Copper Marans, Blue Laced Red Wyandotte, 

Crested Cream Legbar, Welsummers, Blue Ameraucana, 

Black Ameraucana, Rumpless Araucana, Olive Egger, 

Ayam Cemani, Maline, Silkies.

VARIOUS

Iowa

COUNTY LINE HATCHERY, 2977 Linn Buchanan Rd., 

Coggon, IA 52218. 319-350-9130, Find us on Facebook: 

County Line Hatchery. Rare and fancy peafowl, guineas, 

chickens, ducks, turkeys, geese, bantams, and more. 

Featuring Showgirls and Silkies. Most economical and 

diverse poultry assortment available.

TURKEYS, RED PULLETS, CORNISH ROCKS. 

Schlecht Hatchery, 9749 500th Ave., Miles, IA 52064 

563-682-7865 www.schlechthatchery.com

Maryland

Missouri  

CACKLE HATCHERY®, PO Box 529, Lebanon, MO 

65536. 417-532-4581. cacklehatchery@cacklehatchery.

com  www.cacklehatchery.com 84 years of hatching and 

shipping baby chicks. Over 200 varieties.

Pennsylvania  

HOFFMAN HATCHERY, INC. PO Box 129, Gratz, 

PA 17030. 717-365-3694. www.hoffmanhatchery.

com Chicks, turkeys, ducklings, goslings, guineas, 

gamebirds, bantams, equipment. FREE CATALOG.

Wisconsin

SUNNYSIDE HATCHERY, Beaver Dam, Wisconsin. 

920-887-2122. Shipping to North Central U.S.

only. Jumbo broilers, Leghorns, Blacks, Browns,

Reds, Rangers, Rainbow Eggers, Barred Rock,

Rhode Is land Reds,  Turkeys & Ducklings.

www.sunnysidehatchery.com New for 2022 —

Additional Heritage Breeds & Bantams.

Advertise in BACKYARD POULTRY 

Call 866-848-5416

croberts@ogdenpubs.com

WATERFOWL

California

METZER FARMS, 26000K Old Stage Rd., Gonzales, CA 

93926. Year-round hatching. Nationwide shipping. Free 

catalog now, 800-424-7755. www.metzerfarms.com 

Ducklings: Pekin, Rouen, Khaki Campbell, Golden 300 

Egg Layer, White Layer, Blue Swedish, Buff, Cayuga, 

Mallard, Welsh Harlequin, White Crested, Runners 

(Black, Chocolate, Blue, Fawn, & White), Saxony, Silver 

Appleyard. Goslings: Embden, White Chinese, Brown 

Chinese, Toulouse, Dewlap Toulouse, African, Buff 

Toulouse, Buff, Tufted Buff, Sebastopol, Pilgrim, Roman 

Tufted. Ringneck pheasants, French Pearl guineas.  

Minnesota

JOHNSON'S WATERFOWL 36882 160th Ave. NE 

Middle River, Minnesota 56737. 218-222-3556. www.

johnsonswaterfowl.com Breeds: Call Ducklings. White, 

Snowy, Pastel, Grey, Penciled and Black or Blue Bibbed.

BOOKS

"RAISING PIGEONS" by Tony Patti. $19.95 free 

shipping (US only). Send check or money order to 

Tony Patti, 95 River Road, Preston, CT 06365 Contact              

sfhelmet16@outlook.com

EGG CARTONS

THE EGG CARTON STORE Modern service and 

speed, old world quality and value. Over 40 years of egg 

packaging and marketing expertise! Egg Cartons | Filler 

Flats | Beautiful Colored Cartons | Poultry Supplies. Call 

for GREAT wholesale / pallet quantity pricing! 866-333-

1132. FREE SHIPPING on all cartons and fi ller fl ats.

WWW.EGGCARTONSTORE.COM

FREE

SOON Church/Government Uniting, Suppressing 

Religious Liberty," Enforcing  National Sunday Law." 

Be Informed! Need mailing address only. TBSM, Box 

374, Ellijay, GA 30540. thebiblesaystruth@yahoo.

com, 1-888-211-1715.

POULTRY SUPPLIES

Flat Rate Shipping — Just $8.95
Excludes Cabinet Incubators, Brooders, & Vaccines

(614) 595-8608
CluckAndCrow@reagan.com

TwinCityPoultrySupplies.com/store

TwinCity
Poultry 
Supplies

Hakes’

BREEDERS/CLASSIFIEDS
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Holiday Edition!

@thepinehillcottage
@pennypenningtonweeks

@hometoroostco @firstdraftfarm

Do you decorate your coop for the holidays? 
Tag your photos #backyardpoultrymag to share!
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just for fun

MAZE
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just for fun

FIND 10 DIFFERENCES
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FIND 10 DIFFERENCES

ANSWERS
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Name: _____________________________________________________ Date: _______

Backyard Poultry December 2022/January 2023

Q H Y K E X F D N T L T M X Z D N L N P N A Y K

X P O W L H G A F R G Z J K N T Z N C D M Y M M

C X S R T W B L T H S D Q A S D N A L G N E M L

F X E X O R I K P P W U B L E F L N K A G F P V

U L L L T X Q I T I D L V I D I K O E I E K D W

V H L M S S Y N W M L F B A C X W K Q V N G Q X

T A I W I B P S A O A W L U T K J N Z E P E O G

H R A Y R F F Y R P N H D Q X F M V S X M R F S

J Y S Z A A Q D N U S B G T I L Z T C E V H N N

V S R A A M N K Y I Z P I N D U B X V Q F B E D

S J E V M A Y B K U G F W S I O O R W X M K R Q

U Q V X K A E O N Y S R E F X M G C E D C I R L

I G F C R H G O Q N G H U U S G R I E I R N E S

V M O Z B B D M I E H D G D T Q Y I H D G B F K

U B E A Q A S A O O S U D W J K B C B V O D I C

S F C P U E T W S S B Q L X P S T D A N T Z T U

E I A K C R H G B R G X G G B S Z O E J K E S D

V G L Z U L U H A M M O C K A O B B L D M O E Q

T T A C T V P S T K O Q X O O Z R F H L G G P C

N Y P V K K T O Z J V I R J Z O A A X B L J I A

U K R E T E M O R G Y H X O T Q L H Q X C T T N

O R F P T J H V V L B V S H F G D G S U X L A D

M U M F F O L R O N A I S S U R I F P G W D N C

K I Y G N I D D U P D A E R B A X R G G T S A C

Anatipestifer Aristotle Birmingham

Bock And Roll Band Bone Broth Bread Pudding

Curtains Dalkins Ducks

Durgin England Hallow

Hammock Hygrometer Mount Vesuvius

Nest Box Palace of Versailles Quail

Roast Chicken Russian Orloff

Answer Key

just for fun

Anatipestifer 

Aristotle 

Birmingham

Bock And Roll Band 

Bone Broth 

Bread Pudding

Curtains 

Dalkins 

Ducks

Durgin 

England 

Hallow

Hammock 

Hygrometer 

Mount Vesuvius

Nest Box 

Palace of Versailles

Quail

Roast Chicken 

Russian Orloff

Name:_____________________________________________________Date:_______

BackyardPoultryDecember2022/January2023

QHYKEXFDNTLTMXZDNLNPNAYK

XPOWLHGAFRGZJKNTZNCDMYMM

CXSRTWBLTHSDQASDNALGNEML

FXEXORIKPPWUBLEFLNKAGFPV

ULLLTXQITIDLVIDIKOEIEKDW

VHLMSSYNWMLFBACXWKQVNGQX

TAIWIBPSAOAWLUTKJNZEPEOG

HRAYRFFYRPNHDQXFMVSXMRFS

JYSZAAQDNUSBGTILZTCEVHNN

VSRAAMNKYIZPINDUBXVQFBED

SJEVMAYBKUGFWSIOORWXMKRQ

UQVXKAEONYSREFXMGCEDCIRL

IGFCRHGOQNGHUUSGRIEIRNES

VMOZBBDMIEHDGDTQYIHDGBFK

UBEAQASAOOSUDWJKBCBVODIC

SFCPUETWSSBQLXPSTDANTZTU

EIAKCRHGBRGXGGBSZOEJKESD

VGLZULUHAMMOCKAOBBLDMOEQ

TTACTVPSTKOQXOOZRFHLGGPC

NYPVKKTOZJVIRJZOAAXBLJIA

UKRETEMORGYHXOTQLHQXCTTN

ORFPTJHVVLBVSHFGDGSUXLAD

MUMFFOLRONAISSURIFPGWDNC

KIYGNIDDUPDAERBAXRGGTSAC

AnatipestiferAristotleBirmingham

BockAndRollBandBoneBrothBreadPudding

CurtainsDalkinsDucks

DurginEnglandHallow

HammockHygrometerMountVesuvius

NestBoxPalaceofVersaillesQuail

RoastChickenRussianOrloff

Word Search
Have fun completing this word search! Most of the words are found in this issue of Backyard Poultry. 
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Show us your art skills by coloring this snow globe!
Enjoy this coloring page! Once you're done, snap a picture and send it to us via email at  

editor@backyardpoultrymag.com or via snail mail at Backyard Poultry, Attn: Coloring Pages, 
1503 SW 42nd St, Topeka, KS 66609.
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A colorful selection of art submitted by our readers!

just for fun

1. Esther Doherty, Age 11; 2. Ruetta Sullivan, Age 81; 3. Memphis Bowman, Age 5;
4. Lorenzo, Age 4; 5. Laray Zimmerman, Age 7; 6. Kendra Zimmerman, Age 5;
7. Cori Bowman, Age 5; 8. Jade Bowman, Age 11; 9. Gloria Worden, Age 6;

10. Evelyn, Age 5; 11. Hannah Peterman, Age 8; 12. MaKinna, Age 8

1   2 43

7 8

9

5 6

10 11 12





2023 Chicks

PRE-ORDERS FOR 

SPRING CHICKS OPEN

EARLY NOVEMBER

Defining Quality
for Generations

SCAN TO REQUEST A FREE CATALOG

For over a century, Murray McMurray Hatchery has remained a trusted,  
family-owned business, working tirelessly to ensure our poultry meets the  
highest standards. Whether you are an experienced enthusiast, or just embarking  
on the journey, look to McMurray Hatchery for guaranteed quality rare and  
Heritage breeds, low minimums, and all the supplies you need to raise your flock. 
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