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from the  
editor

Carla 
Tilghman, 

EditorThat First Flock

Hello. I am deeply excited 
to start work on Backyard 
Poultry, to step into the huge 

shoes left by Marissa, and to meet and 
work with our incredible readers. 

My journey with poultry started 
about 15 years ago when we got our 
first tiny flock of four birds: Big 
Mama and No. 2 (black sex links), 
Scaredy Chicken (Araucana), and the 
Buff (you guessed it, an Orpington). 
These ladies taught me so much! 
How to keep them safe, what to feed 
them, and how to care for them. 
I got to delve into the heat lamp 
controversy, figure out how much 
protein to give them in the winter, 
and what mealworms were. Having 
a background as a paramedic came 
in handy when a stray dog bit Big 
Mama and she needed wound care. 
I learned that they laid consistently 
distinct eggs and was grateful for 
the 250 eggs a year from Big Mama 
alone. 

Big Mama, in particular, would 
follow me around as I gardened, 
to get first pick of worms and bugs 
and advise me on where to plant the 
lettuce so she could eat it as soon as it 
sprouted. She’d hop up on my leg in 
the evening as I enjoyed a well-earned 
tipple and caught up on my reading …
about chickens and plants. If I took my 
laptop outside to work, she’d help me 
edit by pecking the keys. Apparently, 
my writing, needed, more, commas. ,,

Scaredy Chicken was a skittish 
little gal, who taught me how to coax 
a chicken with produce, and that she 
would run away from a butterfly. 
The Buff really started my fondness 
for Orpingtons; I love their light tan 
fluffiness, gentle dispositions, steady 
egg production, and fierce motherhood. 

That little flock is now long gone, 
Scaredy and Buff to predation, Big 
Mama and No. 2 to old age. We’ve 
had a lot of chickens since then, from 
Australorps to Lavender Barnvelders 
to Cornish Cross. We’ve learned how 
to treat bumblefoot and splay-leg, deal 
with egg-bound chickens and impacted 
crops, and armor-up our coops against 
clever raccoons, determined possums, 
and sneaky black rat snakes. We’ve 
learned to butcher and process some 
of our birds and compost others. And 
the challenges of dealing with broody 
hens, new mothers, and the vagaries of 
incubators.

Our lives are far richer with the 
delights and challenges of our 
chickens, and I’ll always be grateful 
to our first flock for starting us on our 
poultry path. 

Please share your chicken stories, 
questions, pictures, and advice with me 
at editor@backyardpoultrymag.com.

Carla Tilghman
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flock community

The Clucking Sisters The Clucking Sisters 
BY DOMINIQUE LEAL
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Biscuit and Honey (Buff Orpingtons) giving their daily hugs.
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WE ARE FOURTH-GENERATION San Francisco 
city chicks who’ve made the big move to 
Brentwood, California. We were born and raised 

in the Noe Valley area nestled between the Castro and 
Mission districts.

We’re fairly new to this, but our mom raised chickens, 
ducks, and doves as a kid in their spacious converted 
backyard, across the street from Dolores Park. During the 
start of Covid, we moved to Brentwood, and started the great 
adventure by going to Tractor Supply and scooping up the 
cutest chicks we could find. Now here we are with chickens, 
ducks, and our growing garden … that the birds keep trying 
to chow down. 

Bath Time
The biggest question we get, when having indoor and 

outdoor chickens, is if we ever bathe them. Bath time for the 
chickens? You bet. We dust everyone with DE before we do 
a mite-preventative foot soak. Then a full bath with sensitive, 
tear-free, homemade soap and a coffee foot scrub. After the 
girls are all clean, they get a full blow-dry and sunscreen on 
the crown if they are going out to play. If they stay in, it’s 
coconut oil on the legs and crown. What about bath time 
for the ducks? Weekly! The ducks get a warm float with 
lavender, and they instantly become mellowed out. They will 
float until the water gets cold, and then pop out for a good 
blow-dry. I'm telling you if you have an angry duck, this will 
turn them right round. 

What About Poop
We raised the first group of chickens with a small 

Maltipoo and a Chihuahua. The chicks followed them 
everywhere as if they had dog mamas, picking up dog habits. 
This is similar to puppy training with an older dog, except 
it worked with our chicks! This included partial pee pad 
training or going outside to poop when they got older. Now 
that the chicks are older, they have kept these habits and 
come inside to nap with the dogs on the bed and even watch 
Netflix. And nope! They won't poop on the bed, but they will 
fly up abruptly and head out to do their business. As far as 
our newer hatches, this was not the case, and they can't be in 
rooms as much as our original flock. 

We still commute into San Francisco, and some of our 
diaper-trained roosters/hens come with us. They love long 
car rides and checking out different scenery. Specifically, our 
hen, Biscuit and rooster, ET. It's been a long journey the past 
couple of years with family illness and tons of first aid for 
our animals. We are so thankful for all the kind and lovely 
people who have guided us through stressful and wonderful 
times. Thank you to you all. 

With love, 
The Clucking Sisters

Follow us on our journey:
Instagram: @thecluckingsisters

Bugsy, Blue Swedish duck, checking all of the sunflowers.

Claudette, Silver Laced Cochin Bantam, helping pick the very first 
watermelon.
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Fritz, Silkie Bantam, in his Disney diaper.

Gigi, Mottled Houdan, digging up the herb garden. Biscuit visiting Dolores Park San Francisco and Noe Valley where her 
family lives.

Biscuit and Baily the chihuahua catching the morning sun and an 
afternoon nap.

Biscuit, part-time house chicken (Buff Orpington) watching Nextflix.
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Baby Buff Orpington with hibiscus in the garden.

Biscuit hunting for grubs in the chamomile garden.

Claudette, Silver Laced Cochin Bantam, helping plant new seeds of 
the season.
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Do You Have 
Something to Crow About?

We want to hear from you. Send questions, comments, opinions, advice,  
coming events, etc. to: Backyard Poultry Editor, 1503 SW 42nd St, Topeka, KS 66609 

or email editor@backyardpoultrymag.com. 

Pecking Order
Hi,
I love your magazine and I follow you on IG as well.
I think people underestimate the pecking order and/or get 

between the flock while they establish this very important 
part of chicken behavior.

I just introduced a one-month-old rooster to my one-
year-old pet Serama. I want them to be mates when the 
time comes.

I am caring for him and bonding with him while at the 
same time encouraging my hen to be near us.

They have been sleeping together since day one. 
However, the hen knows it’s important to establish the 
pecking order and once in a while she lets him know who’s 
boss.

I have a video 
where you can 
clearly see her 
making herself 
big and pecking in 
the air near him. 
He makes himself 
small and lowers to 
the ground.

She’s not 
hurting him, they 
are definitely 
communicating. 
This is hard to 
watch and it’s
tempting to stop 

the interaction. But it’s important for them to have this 
communication before they become friends.

After that moment, she has been more relaxed about him 
being close by and he is polite and asks nicely to be near her.

Please share with your readers, especially the new chicken 
keepers. Granted, I understand that in a regular flock it's 
better to introduce two new birds at a time after letting them 
get acclimated in a separate area.

Chickens know what they are doing.
I’m attaching a photo that I believe is a perfect example of 

the pecking order body language.
Esther Harrup, New Bern, North Carolina

IG @pluma_the_rv_serama

Cornish X
I think Cornish X are ugly. But miserable, not really, but it 

does depend on how they are raised. I realized after my first 
attempt that the chickens were lethargic and didn’t move a 
whole lot; I lost a lot on a very hot day. The next season I 
did a change-up. I gave them their own swamp cooler and 
fed them 12 hours on 12 hours off — or once a day every 12 
hours. The chickens grew slower but not much and after six 
weeks they were five plus pounds. They could still run and 
walk on their own. Feathers were all grown in. Cost-wise the 
amount of feed was the same and I lost fewer. I recommend 
if you have the room, raise your own meat chickens.

David, Delaware

Pecking
I introduced two new chickens to our flock of four and there 

was the usual pecking. I bought a squirt gun at the dollar store 
and it didn’t take long for the aggressor to realize that pecking 
on the two new birds will result in a squirt which she did not 
like at all! They are now one big happy family.

Larry Brozowski

Chickens and Children
Single mom here, raising chickens to feed the fam. We got 

some Easter Eggers for the colors. The kids love ‘em, but 
they’re kinda skittish. Buff Orpingtons are perfect for me to 
manage and the kids to enjoy.  A good choice for chicken 
beginners. 

Thanks for a fun magazine and lots of great information. 
Gloria and the kids 

Photo Credit: Esther Harrup.

A lovely Buff Orpington. 
Photo Credit: Marilyn 
Barbone: AdobeStock.
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Choo-Choo Coop
That is by far the loveliest coop ever! My late husband 

would have loved to build this as he spent many years 
working for the railroad and was an avid train fan. Thank 
you so much for sharing!

The Choo-Choo Coop built by Steve from Alamonte Springs, 
Florida.

Chinese Geese
I have found that the temperament of the brown and white 

Chinese geese is very different. The brown females can be 
VERY docile, 
when hand-
raised and lots of 
handling. While 
the white can be 
some of those 
geese that gives 
the species a bad 
name. And if you 
let them in your 
garden, expect 
either of them to 
eat their favorite 
fruits and veggies.

Jamie

Turkey Rescue
I am about to take a male and a female turkey as a rescue 

with five chickens whose owner is ill. I think they will be 
okay to join my existing five girls in my back garden. I think 
my coop will be okay as it has an upstairs area suitable for 
the chickens and a section on the ground surrounded on three 
sides which should suit the turkeys, all covered by a roof. 
This keeps the whole area dry. They have a wire enclosure for 
nighttime and the run of the vegetable garden area during the 
day. Oh well, they are arriving tomorrow so fingers crossed!

Janet Jackson

Janet,
Thanks for being a rescue home! Sounds like you have a 

good space to keep the birds and give the chickens a break 
from the turkeys. For readers who are interested in keeping 
chickens and turkeys, here’s an article to give you some 
ideas about doing it safely for all the birds:

https://backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/poultry-101/
raising-turkeys-with-chickens/

Let us know how things are going!
Carla

Chicken Names
We name all our chickens, but isn’t it crazy that whatever 

you name your chickens, they always turn into a different but 
better name?

Rosie — Peep Peep; Charlie — Char Char; Mohawk — 
Momo; Dustmop — Lorca; Penguin — Penguini; Dwane 
(the bawk) Johnson; Chicken Child

Kiki Morgan

Chicken Saddles
I keep seeing people talking about chicken saddles, 

and most of the time, they are a good idea if you have 
an aggressive rooster. BUT, don’t put them on a molting 
chicken! The pin feathers contain a lot of blood and 
are really sensitive. The saddle will only exacerbate 
a chicken’s pain. DO NOT put saddles on a molting 
chicken.

RoxAnne

Photo Credit: courtesy of The Livestock 
Conservancy.
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FOLLOW ALONG 
with our small flock 

journey on Instagram: 
@backyardpoultrymag

Flocks to
Follow

@backyardpoultry
@poultrymagazine

FOLLOW US HERE TOO!

TAG YOUR  
PICTURES with  
#backyardpoultrymag 
and you could be featured in our next issue!
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ask the expert

ASK THE ExpertsExperts Marissa aMes
Editorial Director,
Backyard Poultry 

magazine

ASK OUR POULTRY EXPERTS ABOUT YOUR FLOCK’S HEALTH, FEED, 
PRODUCTION, HOUSING, AND MORE!

ODD EGG
Howdy! One of my chickens laid this egg today, and 

it appears to have no shell. 
I was just wondering if there 
was a reason for the cause 
of the egg with no shell. 
Thanks!

Alivia

Hi Alivia,
It can be tough to tell from the picture, but is that outside 

membrane soft/flexible? Or does it dent in and stay that 
way? Here’s why I’m asking:

• Shell-less eggs are a glitch. They often happen when a
chicken comes back into her laying cycle or is at the start 
of a lay cycle. The egg forms, moves down the oviduct, 
but skips the part where the external shell is applied. It just 
happens; that’s the best way to describe it. And it doesn’t 
mean anything is wrong with your chicken. Shell-less eggs 
are also called “rubber” eggs and the outside is very flexible, 
though they will burst if you drop them.

• If the shell is thin, dents when you push on it, and the dent
stays there, then something is going on that keeps her from 
applying a solid shell. Perhaps she needs more calcium in her 
diet; perhaps she came down with infectious bronchitis or 
another disease that affects shell production, and this is the 
only symptom that you’ve seen. If you can feel any type of 
a shell at all, offer more calcium, such as free-choice oyster 
shell. (Offer it on the side, not mixed into the feed, so they eat 
just what they need.) Extra calcium won’t do a thing for those 
diseases; most of them are viral, and the chicken overcomes 
them within six months. But it will make those shells stronger 
if calcium deficiency is the problem.

I hope this helps!
Marissa Ames

CHICKEN HEALTH HANDBOOK
What is the best chicken health handbook to 

purchase? I have a 1994 version of The Chicken Health 
Handbook. Looking for what would be best to spend 
money on for advanced, up-to-date information as 
possible. Not looking for just beginner basics.

Thanks.
Annette Gill

Hi Annette,
Classics remain classics for a good reason, and The 

Chicken Health Handbook is still my favorite resource 
for flock health. But Gail Damerow has written a revised, 
updated second edition, which was published in 2015. With 
all the chicken books I’ve owned and read, the only ones 
I’ve found that go further into detail about potential diseases 
and symptoms are college textbooks which come with that 
high textbook price. And this one is only $25.

Good luck!
Marissa Ames

SWELLINGS
I have a 12-day-old chick with a swollen, puffy breast 

area down to her abdomen. She eats and drinks fine 
and is up and about well. I have a 1994 The Chicken 
Health Handbook by Gail Damerow which talks about 
air sac disease. The symptoms listed are all respiratory 
in nature. This little chick does not have any symptoms 
like that at this time. She looks like she has a bubble 
under her skin all across the front of her chest. It is soft 
to palpate. There's been no rough handling, there's no 
sore spot. Her bottom is fine, no stool on her bottom 
feathers and clean vent opening. Antibiotics are 
suggested, however no veterinarians treat chickens 
here anymore. If I was to try oregano/thyme tincture, 
how much of a tea concentrate would I add to 12-day-

ALL-ACCESS MEMBERS can read hundreds of health and behavior questions and answers, 
submitted through the years, at: backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/ask-the-expert/

Carla TilghMan
Managing Editor,
Backyard Poultry 

magazine
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old chick water. I have a quart jar that gets fresh 
every day. The chicks are eating 18% non-medicated 
Kalmbaugh chick starter. I do not have baby chick grit. 
My sister and brother-in-law have nearly 100 new baby 
chicks each year and do not use baby grit so I did 
not get that. I'm wondering about using some kind of 
baby scratch grains too. Looking for suggestions. 

Thanks.
Annette Gill 

Hi Annette, 
For invasive procedures, I do have to recommend seeing a 

vet.  
Regarding grit: I highly recommend it for brooder chicks 

eating commercial chick starter. They won’t consume it if 
they don’t need it, but it helps grind up the food and keeps 
their digestive systems running smoothly. Also, you can feed 
scratch grains to baby chicks but 1) make sure you have grit 
available to help them grind up the grains 2) keep in mind 
that scratch grains are mostly empty calories, and right now 
your babies need the high protein that’s in their chick starter. 
Feeding them too many treats will upset that balance and 
could slow their growth and development. 

Marissa Ames

WYANDOTTE PULLETS FOLLOW-UP
Hi Marissa, 
A few weeks ago, you were trying to help me figure 

out a problem I was having with one of my Wyandotte 
pullets. We were in question as to whether one of 
them was a rooster and plucking feathers out of the 
other one's saddle area. Well I now know they are 
both girls. I am getting five eggs a day on most days 
out of five pullets. However, the two Wyandottes are 
having problems with their eggs. They frequently lay 
shell-less eggs and one of them laid what looks like a 
lash egg. I decided to take the one that laid the lash 
egg to the vet and suggested a stool sample ahead 
of time so that the vet and I could discuss it when 
I brought the chicken in. She said the stool sample 
was negative, but to be honest, I don't think the vet 
knew any more than I do. I am not even sure what 
test she ran on the stool sample. She did put her on 
metronidazole for possible peritonitis and suggested 
we use it on all five pullets. Someone in one of the 
chicken chat rooms that I frequent mentioned to treat 
for coccidiosis ... do you have any thoughts on this? I 
don't want to keep pushing drugs on my girls if they 
don't need them. This is my first time raising chickens 
and I really don't want to miss anything they need. 
Thanks, 

Joni

Hi Joni
It’s great to hear from you again. I’m glad you ended up 

with two hens, as roosters present their own issues. And 
I understand what you mean regarding the veterinarian. 
Finding a dedicated poultry vet is difficult, and that 
knowledge base is so different from cats and dogs that a 
lot of veterinarians won’t even treat chickens because of 
it! I do agree with the metronidazole, as that would have 
addressed a possible bacterial infection that could be causing 
the lash eggs. But I don’t agree with the suggestion to treat 
for coccidiosis, as a coccidia infection presents as bloody 
diarrhea and weight loss, but those symptoms usually occur 
before any kind of problems with egg production. And while 
decreased egg production is a symptom because of poor 
health and decreased feed/water consumption, the lash eggs 
indicate a whole different problem. You can ask your vet if 
she tested for coccidia within that sample, and if she did, 
then you can rule it out as an issue.

Overuse of medication creates medication-resistant 
organisms; this is true for coccidia protozoa, gastrointestinal 
worms, and bacteria. Amprolium, the most common 
coccidiosis medication, restricts the absorption of thiamine, 
which your hen needs as she heals. 

The two most common causes of poor/shell-less eggs 
that I’ve seen in recent years are infectious bronchitis and 
bacterial/fungal vent infections. Infectious bronchitis is a 
virus, so there’s not much you can do but let it run its course, 
and often it can work its way through a flock without any 
of the birds showing respiratory symptoms. Laying issues 
resolve within about six months. The vent infections can 
happen simply because the cloaca “puffs” out during the 
laying process, then moist tissues draw dirt back into the 
vent after the egg is deposited. This can create many issues, 
depending on what bacteria or fungi caught a ride with the 
dirt. The metronidazole addresses that, but it doesn’t hurt to 
also bathe your hens’ vents in povidone iodine. That way, 
you address infections both orally, with the metronidazole, 
and through the vent.

It sounds like you’re going in the right direction with this 
and regarding the advice that you’re getting from different 
sources. I hope my advice can help get your girls back to 
their full laying potential.

Marissa

TURKEY POULTS
Hello. Yesterday I purchased five turkey poults that 

are three weeks old. They are awake and breathing 
but all five huddle together, no movement or chirping. 
I have had them here in a brooder for 24 hours at a 
constant 85 degrees Fahrenheit. I dropped it to 80 
degrees F with no change. Now it's 85 degrees F 
again. 

There is straw bedding about two inches thick. 
I feed 28% game fowl feed in one feeder and 
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ask the expert

Henhouse Reserve in another feeder. Electrolyte-
fortified water in one waterer and plain, filtered water 
in another.

Their eyes are open but they will not break out of 
their huddle. I have held each one, one at a time. They 
seem more alert when I hold them. 

Is this normal for three-week-old poults coming to a 
new home?

If it isn't, do you have any tips on what to do?
I talked to the previous owner last night and he said 

they were all eating and drinking and active before he 
sold them to me.

Dear Gueary,
As I’m sure you know, turkey poults start with a body 

temperature of 95-100 degrees F. The rule of thumb is to 
start the brooder temperature at 100 degrees F, and then 
lower it five degrees each week until they are fully feathered 
(six to eight weeks old).  But if your birds are still huddling 
together for warmth, bump the temperature back up until 
they look calm, making small noises, and not squashed 
together. If they get too hot, they’ll start spreading out and 
avoiding the warmest area in the brooder. Best of luck!

Carla Tilghman

WHEN HENS DIE
Hello. 
I just lost my four-year-old Partridge Rock hen. I had 

separated her a week ago from the flock when I found 
her laying down, ruffled, and not her normal self. 
There were no respiratory symptoms of any kind — 
just the behavioral signs. 

Feed — organic layer crumbles with probiotics, 
kelp, dried herbs, garlic, brewer’s yeast, rolled oats, 
flax seed, hulled sunflower seeds, and DE added at 
about 2% of the ration. Treats -fruits, vegetables, and 
grubs. She got ACV in her water. She was a large hen. 
I fed ½ cup of feed per hen. I’m not sure she would be 
considered overweight. She had occasional diarrhea, 
but mostly normal droppings. She was vaccinated for 
Marek’s. 

Up until I separated her, she had been eating and 
drinking, laying four to six eggs per week, and being 
the top chicken to the five new eight-week-old chicks 
I had just integrated into the flock. The chicks were 
in a separate enclosure within the run for two weeks 
prior to being put in with the flock of four older hens. 
The run is 20’ x 40’ — so there is plenty of room. It is 
also completely covered and has multiple feeders and 
waterers. 

After isolating her, she refused food for two 
days. Then she 
would only eat 
strawberries, green 
grapes, cucumber, 
zucchini, and 
yogurt — no regular 
feed. She also 
began drinking, 
including ACV.  I 
did administer 1 
tablespoon Epsom 
salt/1 ounce of 
water. She had 
droppings that were 
mostly water with 
a small amount of 

I thank you for anything.
Have a great day.

Gueary Reed
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solids. After cleaning up her bottom, I put providone 
iodine in her cloaca just in case she had gleet. She was 
talkative and could stand and move around, but she 
preferred not to. She passed overnight.

She had been laying eggs 
like the one in the photo 
for about a month prior, 
and her final egg was the 
day before I separated her. 
The albumin had the area 
around the yolk that was 
more opaque than the rest. 
It was almost its own sac. 
I think she passed from a 
liver problem — fatty liver 
syndrome seemed to best 

match her symptoms. Could this type of egg have 
been an indication that she was ill and might this have 
been a reproduction issue instead?

Thank you. 
Gail Frank, California

Hi Gail,
First off, I’m sorry about the loss of your hen. She was 

beautiful. Based on your description and the season — FLHS 
(fatty liver hemorrhagic syndrome) is most common in spring 
and summer — I agree that it was most likely the cause. Of 
course, a necropsy would be required to confirm. I understand 
why the cloudiness of the albumen caused concern. However, 
reproductive issues in hens usually result in watery albumen, 
not thick and cloudy albumen. That cloudiness is almost 
always due to carbon dioxide within the egg, which is natural, 
and which seeps out of the shell. This is why store-bought 
eggs have clearer, looser albumen. Other symptoms of 
reproductive issues — not all of which may be present at the 
same time — include cessation of laying, misshapen shells, 
vent gleet, redness around the vent, ascites (water belly), and 
a pale comb and wattles. Her great rate of lay before isolation 
indicates that reproductive issues were most likely not the 
cause. Her watery droppings were probably because Epsom 
salt loosens the stools and are often used for constipation 
relief in humans. So to sum it up: no, I do not believe the eggs 
were indicative of her condition. FLHS sneaks up fast.

I hope this helps!
Marissa Ames

ROOSTERS
I have a flock of about 60 chickens that includes 

four roosters. They free range during the day and 
interact freely. At night, they sort themselves out into 
two coops plus the rafters of a pole barn. Everything 
was normal when we put them to bed last night — in 
particular, Sid-Bob Junior, the youngest rooster, was 
alone in the smaller coop with about eight hens. 

When we got them up today, his comb (pea pod 
style) was completely black and he had blood streaked 
through his neck feathers. Now this morning he seems 
to have moved down in the pecking order and the 
other roosters are chasing him away. 

Would you guess that SB Junior is suddenly ill or 
was injured somehow? There are a few very small 
gaps or holes that a small predator could have snuck 
through.

Any help or insight is greatly appreciated.
Karen

Hello Karen,
Oh roos ... how we love them. 
Was he cooped that night with a dominant hen?  

Sometimes the ladies will put a boy in his place. And once 
bloodied, the flock can be merciless in continuing to draw 
blood. 

Can you separate him until he heals? Even scabbed-over 
wounds will attract pecking until completely healed. If so, 
you can reintroduce him to the flock slowly to see if they 
will push him around a bit, and then accept him back in. 

Let us know how things are going.
Carla Tilghman

CROWING
Hello!
I have a young Silver Laced Wyandotte, about six 

months of age. He started out with a good, solid 
crow. However, for the past few weeks, he sounds 
very hoarse. He doesn't seem to be in any distress. 
No nasal discharge, his color is good. He's quite 
active, eating and drinking well. His plumage is nice 
and smooth. Just has this hoarse crow. Any thoughts? 
Thanks,

Bailey Lynn

Bailey,
How do his droppings look? 
A hoarse crow is often (but not always) a sign of a 

respiratory infection, even without nasal discharge. What's 
difficult to tell is if it's viral or bacterial.  
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ask the expert

WE LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU! 
SEND IN YOUR QUESTIONS: 

VIA EMAIL  
editor@backyardpoultrymag.com 

OR SNAIL-MAIL TO 
Backyard Poultry  

Ask the Expert 
1503 SW 42nd St,  
Topeka, KS 66609

You might isolate him from the rest of the flock for 
several weeks. Bump his protein a bit in case he's fighting 
off an infection. Consult with a vet about giving him a broad 
spectrum antibiotic in case there's something bacterial going 
one. 

Let us know how he gets on.
Carla Tilghman

GLASSING EGGS
Hi,
Thank you for the info on glassing eggs. I would 

love your help with two questions please.
The hydrated lime (CaOH) appears to sink to the 

bottom of the bucket after stirring, is that okay?
How gentle do I have to be with the egg bloom? Is 

it okay to handle and put in the bucket?
Cheers,

Julian

Dear Julian,
Yes, the lime will sink to the bottom, and if you see photos 

from people experienced in this method, you will see a white 
layer at the bottom. And it’s fine to handle the eggs, but you 

do not want to wash/scrub the eggs. This means the eggs 
must be clean, from a clean nest. Eggs that have some mud 
or feces on them can be set aside for scrambled eggs in the 
morning.

Here’s an article that may help:
https://backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/eggs-meat/

water-glassing-eggs-for-long-term-storage/
Best,

Carla Tilghman
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WAYS TO SHARE:   EMAIL PHOTOS IN JPG FORMAT TO EDITOR@BACKYARDPOULTRYMAG.COM             MESSAGE US ON FACEBOOK: FACEBOOK.COM/BACKYARDPOULTRY

     TAG US ON INSTAGRAM OR USE #BACKYARDPOULTRYMAG: INSTAGRAM.COM/BACKYARDPOULTRYMAG             MAIL YOUR ENTRY TO: BACKYARD POULTRY, 1503 SW 42ND ST, TOPEKA, KS 66609
Backyard Poultry retains the right to publish and/or reproduce any and all photos submitted. To have your photos returned, please include a self-addressed stamped envelope. 

Body and Blake Morton and their ribbons at a May 

chicken show. Congratulations! — Angela Morton

Farm-fresh eggs. — Morton Farm

Sweet Pea. — Jen Tate
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Idgie getting a little too close to Evelyn and her 

chicks, Shelby and Flora. — Debby Dathe

Ryleigh, age 6, with a Naked Neck chicken. — Kalene Rivera

Who can resist cupcake chicks? — Lesley Render

Love those Buffs! — Claire Ellender
Farm-fresh eggs. — Morton Farm
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from the kitchen

BY RITA HEIKENFELD

MEATBALLS
HAVE YOU EVER MADE chicken meatballs? 

They’re a lower-fat version than meatballs made 
with beef and pork. 

Chicken meatballs are available now in most grocery 
stores’ meat or frozen food sections. To me, that signals a 
shift in the way we think about spaghetti and meatballs. 

Subbing in chicken (or turkey) for beef and pork is budget-
friendly, plus you get the benefit of lean protein for better health. 

I’ve been testing recipes for poultry meatballs and think 
I’ve finally nailed it, flavor-wise. My advice when switching 
out beef and pork with poultry is to up the herbs and spices a 
bit since poultry is mild-flavored.

Here are some family favorite recipes to try: simple, 
classic, chicken meatballs for a weeknight meal or Florentine 
meatballs for casual entertaining.

Maybe you have your own poultry meatball recipe to 
share. Let us know!
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SIMPLE CHICKEN MEATBALLS
Recipe can be doubled. Use this recipe as a guide. To 

see if you need more flavoring, put a small meatball in the 
microwave and cook. Taste and go from there. 

Yield: About 20 or so small meatballs.

INGREDIENTS

1 pound ground chicken — boneless, skinless breasts, 
thighs, or a combination of both
1/3 cup dry bread crumbs or more if needed

1-2 tablespoons Parmesan or Romano cheese
(optional but good)

1 teaspoon salt, or to taste

1 teaspoon olive oil

¼ teaspoon pepper or shake of ground cayenne 
pepper

1 nice clove garlic, minced

1-2 tablespoons minced parsley

Several leaves basil, minced

1 large egg, lightly beaten

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Stir together bread crumbs and cheese. Set aside.

2. In large bowl, gently mix chicken, salt, pepper,
garlic, parsley, basil, and egg.

3. Mix in bread crumbs and cheese. Don’t overmix.
Roll into 1-1½ -inch balls using a gentle hand to keep
meatballs from turning too dense as they cook.

4. I use a 1-1½-inch melon scoop. You can also make
them larger if you like.

5. Add olive oil to skillet over medium high heat.

6. Place meatballs in oil and cook until golden brown
on the outside. Don’t crowd them or they will steam
instead of brown.

7. Turn heat to simmer, cover and cook until done.

8. Remove and let cool on rack, or add to tomato
sauce for spaghetti.

9. The meatballs can be frozen up to six months.

FLORENTINE CHICKEN MEATBALLS
When something is “Florentine,” it usually includes 

spinach.
These are yummy served over buttered noodles and a 

drizzle of Alfredo sauce. They’re equally as good, though, in 
a tomato sauce.

This makes a lot of meatballs. You can divide recipe in 
half. 

As mentioned with simple chicken meatballs, use this 
recipe as a guide. Cook a small meatball in the microwave to 
taste, and go from there. 
Yield: 16 large meatballs, or 40 small meatballs.

INGREDIENTS

10-ounce box frozen chopped spinach, thawed

¾ cup dry bread crumbs

½ cup grated Parmesan or Romano cheese

2 generous pounds ground chicken (boneless, 
skinless breasts, thighs, or a combination of both)

½ cup onion, minced

4 nice garlic cloves, minced

1 large egg

¼ cup milk

1 teaspoon olive oil

1½ to 2 teaspoons salt

½ teaspoon pepper

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Wring spinach completely dry in towel.

2. Stir together bread crumbs and cheese. Set aside.

3. Place ground chicken in large bowl.

4. Stir in spinach, onion, garlic, egg, milk, salt, and
pepper.

5. Mix in bread crumbs and cheese. Don’t overmix.

6. Roll into balls. You can make large, medium, or
small meatballs.

7. Add olive oil to skillet over medium heat.

8. Place meatballs in oil, and cook until golden brown
on the outside. Don’t crowd them or they will steam
instead of brown.

9. Turn heat to simmer, cover and cook until done.

10. Remove and serve as desired.

11. Can be frozen up to six months.

Tip
Turkey can be substituted in 
chicken meatball recipes.
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from the kitchen

MASTER RECIPE TOMATO PASTA SAUCE
There are so many variations to this theme. Check out my 

good “add-ins” below the recipe.
Easily doubled or tripled. Can be frozen up to 1 year.
Use a large skillet to cook the sauce quickly.

INGREDIENTS

1 28-ounce can whole Italian plum tomatoes 

½ cup water or more if needed
1/3 cup olive oil

2 tablespoons shallots or onions, finely chopped

Minced garlic to taste — start with 2 large cloves and 
go from there

Salt and pepper to taste 

¼ teaspoon dry oregano

Handful fresh basil, torn

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Smoosh tomatoes to break up; I put them in a bowl
and use a potato masher.

2. Pour ½ cup water into the tomato can and stir. Set
water aside.

3. In a large skillet, heat the olive oil over medium
heat.

4. Stir in shallots and garlic and cook until fragrant,
but not brown.

5. Add tomatoes, water, salt, pepper, and oregano.

6. Bring to a gentle boil, then lower to a simmer.
Cook until sauce thickens, about 20 minutes. You may
need to add a little more water.

7. Stir in basil and cook another few minutes.

8. Taste and adjust seasonings.

Tasty Additions
• A squeeze of anchovy paste (yep, it’s a
“secret” ingredient and adds depth of flavor.)
• Crushed red pepper flakes instead of pepper
(if using this, cook with shallots and garlic to
allow pepper flake flavor to bloom).
• Fresh parsley — a tablespoon added with the
basil adds color and nutrients.
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RITA HEIKENFELD is a certified modern herbalist, 
culinary educator, and author. She's a former 
adjunct professor at UC. 
Contact Rita at: rita@communitypress.com or see 
her website abouteating.com.

MARCELLA'S FOUR INGREDIENT 
TOMATO SAUCE

Adapted only slightly from a recipe by Marcella Hazan, 
the famous Italian cook. When I first saw it, I was intrigued 
but a bit doubtful.

No garlic? No pepper? No basil? I decided to make it 
and I’m sure glad I did. This is a wonderful sauce for a 
beginner. The long cooking time and butter make it a silky, 
very flavorful sauce for chicken meatballs or simply as a 
vegetarian sauce.

INGREDIENTS

• 1 28-ounce can whole Italian plum tomatoes in juice

• 6 tablespoons butter

• 1 smallish onion, peeled and cut in half

• Salt and pepper to taste

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Combine tomatoes, their juices, butter, and onion
in a large saucepan.

2. Add salt and pepper to taste.

3. Cook over medium heat just until it starts to
bubble, then turn down to a simmer.

4. Cook, uncovered, giving it a stir now and then, for
45 minutes. As it cooks, smoosh the tomatoes down.

5. Remove onion after cooking (but I like to eat it
alongside).

6. Makes enough to sauce 12-ounces or so pasta.

Gilding the Lily
After saucing pasta, give it a 
shower of Parmesan.

Superior and fast-acting odor control and ammonia neutralization
for use in horse stalls and all pet habitats. Ensures a safe, hygienic 
and healthy environment free of toxic levels of ammonia.

www.sweetpdz.com • www.sweetpdz.com/healthy-world-pet-deodorizer • www.sweetpdz.com/coop-refresher • 800-367-1534

3.5 lb. / Granular10 lb. / Granular

25 lb. & 40 lb. / Powder & Granular

#1 Stall Deodorizer
38 Years & Counting.

Enjoy fresh smelling and healthy stalls and
pet habitats when you put Sweet PDZ

odor control products to use.

Fresh is Good. Healthy is Better!
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from the kitchen

BY HANNAH MCCLURE

Hank’s Famous 
Chicken Bowl

AT SOME POINT in my life, 
I went from drive-throughs 
and dining out to realizing 

home cooked meals truly are just an 
all-around better way to have a meal. 
Especially when my boys get involved 
in the process of making those meals. 
Each seems to have their favorite. 
This one is my middle son's favorite 
and one that is easily adapted to go 
all the way homemade or substitute 
with store bought. This recipe is for 6 
Chicken Bowls.  

INGREDIENTS

36-48 pieces of popcorn-style
chicken (homemade or store
bought)

6 medium russet potatoes 
(washed)

4 tablespoons butter

4 ounces cream cheese 

¼ cup whole milk

2 cups sharp cheddar 

2 cups creamed corn (heated 
through) 

Salt and pepper to taste

INSTRUCTIONS

Step one: Prepare 
homemade or store-bought 
popcorn chicken according 
to recipe directions.

Step two: While chicken is 
cooking, prepare mashed 
potatoes as follows:

In an Instant Pot, put down 
wire trivet and 1 to 1½ cups 
water. 

Take each potato and poke 
holes gently around the potato 
with a fork.

Place a single layer of potatoes 
on the trivet and close Instant Pot 
lid. 

Place valve to "seal" and secure 
your lid shut. 

Cook potatoes on manual 
settings for 14 minutes. Allow 
pressure to release naturally.  

Once pressure is down, carefully 
remove lid. Pull your potatoes out 
using tongs.

Place all potatoes in a medium 
mixing bowl. Add in butter, cream 
cheese, and whole milk.

Mash potatoes and all ingredients 
to the consistency you desire. (We 
enjoy our mashed potatoes with 
some lumps.)

Step three: Layer mashed 
potatoes, warmed cream corn, six 
to eight pieces of popcorn chicken, 
and top with cheddar cheese.  

Serve warm and enjoy! 

Notes
• If you desire more than eight
pieces of popcorn chicken,
simply add to the quantity you
prepare. Each person in our
family likes different amounts of
each food in their bowls. Adjust
the amounts of each food to your
liking.
• No Instant Pot? Simply prepare
potatoes by chopping them into
small cubes and boiling in a
pot of water until tender. Drain
water, rinse, and add butter,
cream cheese, and milk and
mash to desired consistency.

HANNAH MCCLURE is an old soul homemaker and mother 
of four from Ohio. Gardening, keeping bees, sewing, raising 
chickens/seasonal hogs, and baking/cooking from scratch are a 
few things she enjoys in her homemaking. Always learning and 
always chasing her littles. 
Find Hannah on Instagram 
@muddyoakhennhouse.
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from the kitchen

SAUCE 
IT UP!

BY CAPPY TOSETTI

IMAGINE SUNDAY BRUNCH 
without eggs Benedict on the 
menu. One might as well tell 

restaurant patrons there’s no coffee 
at breakfast. It’s something people 
expect and appreciate when dining 
out in the morning: slicing into crisp, 
toasted English muffins, thick rounds 
of Canadian bacon, and perfectly 
poached eggs topped with a rich 
and silky butter sauce with a hint of 
fresh lemon juice and a sprinkle of 
chopped chives. The comforting taste 
and texture has fans around the world 
filling their plates and asking for 
more. Three cheers to a classic dish 
that’s here to stay!

The Five “Mother” Sauces
Melding it all together is hollandaise, 

one of the five “mother sauces” in 
French cuisine that chefs hold in high 
esteem: béchamel, a traditional white 
sauce that gives chicken pot pies its 
creamy texture, velouté, French for 
“velvet” — a light sauce for steamed 
fish; espagnole, a hearty dark brown 
sauce for meat dishes, and tomate, 
similar to Italian tomato sauce. 
Stemming from these traditional 
recipes are “daughter” or small sauces 
that create a long list of additional 
accompaniments that enhance the 
flavor of savory dishes.

HOLLANDAISE
Like many beginnings, there are 

different variations of when a specific 
food first appeared. Hollandaise 
sauce was originally called Sauce 
Isigny, named after Isigny-sur-Mer, 
a village famous for its butter and 
cream in Normandy, France. It was 
also called Dutch sauce during World 
War I when the dairy industry in 
Normandy was shut down, resulting 
in the need for chefs and grocers to 
import Dutch butter. History also 
mentions the sauce during the late 
1600s when Huguenots, a religious 
group of French protestants, returned 
to their homeland from exile in the 
Dutch Republic. They described it 
as a creamy mixture thickened with 
eggs, similar to a savory custard, with 

a bit of butter beaten in to smooth the 
texture.

The first written mention of 
hollandaise sauce dates back to 1651 
when chef Francois Pierre Varenne 
included a recipe in his famous 
cookbook, Le Cuisinier Francois, for 
fresh asparagus served with a delicate 
emulsion of egg yolks, melted butter, 
and lemon juice, taking care not to 
curdle the mixture on the stove.

Making hollandaise is relatively easy, 
whisking together the ingredients and 
cooking it until a smooth consistency 
appears. As always, there are different 
variations of the recipe, depending on 
who’s preparing it when adding the sauce 
to eggs Benedict, poached salmon, baked 
cod and other fish, or steamed broccoli 
and asparagus. Here’s a basic recipe:
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INGREDIENTS

4 egg yolks

½ cup unsalted melted butter 
(one stick)

1 tablespoon freshly squeezed 
lemon juice or white wine vinegar

¼ teaspoon salt

Pinch white pepper 

Pinch cayenne pepper — optional

Chopped chives for garnish

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Vigorously whisk the egg
yolks and lemon juice together
in a stainless-steel bowl until the
mixture is thickened and doubled
in volume.

2. Place the bowl over a saucepan
or use a double boiler with barely
simmering water. Continue to
whisk rapidly; be careful not to let
the eggs get too hot or they will
scramble.

3. Slowly add the melted butter
until the mixture is thickened and
doubles in volume.

4. Remove from the heat and add
the salt, pepper, and cayenne.

5. Cover and place in a warm
spot until ready to pour. If the
sauce gets too thick, whisk in a
few drops of warm water before
serving.

6. Garnish with chopped chives.

Enjoy!

BÉARNAISE SAUCE
Joining the family tree, béarnaise 

sauce is often called the “offspring” of 
hollandaise, starting out with similar 
ingredients — an emulsion of egg yolks 
and butter. The difference lies instead 
of adding lemon juice or white wine 
vinegar, béarnaise calls for shallots, 
chervil (French parsley), tarragon, and 
crushed peppercorns in a reduction of 
white wine and white wine vinegar. 
The end result is a smooth and creamy 
sauce with flecks of green that brings 
rave reviews when drizzled over a juicy 
steak or lamp chops. It’s also delicious 

when paired with other entrées such as 
salmon, halibut, lobster, and scallops, 
and it’s a delicious addition to steamed 
or grilled vegetables. Some fans like to 
use it as a condiment on hamburgers 
and roast beef, steak, ham, or chicken 
sandwiches.

Another favorite is the croque-
madame, a ham and Gruyère cheese 
sandwich where sourdoubéchamels 
traditionally spread with Bechamel 
sauce (made with roux and milk) 
but food aficionados like to take it 
up a notch by substituting the tame 
concoction with the savory béarnaise. 

After a bit of time under the broiler, 
the sandwich is topped with a fried 
egg. Some versions call for dipping 
and grilling the bread in an egg and 
milk batter, similar to a Monte Cristo 
sandwich. The croque-madame is 
related to the croque-monsieur, a 
classic grilled cheese sandwich served 
in bars and cafes in France. Croque/
croquer is French for “to crunch or 
bite.”

Legend has it that the savory sauce 
was first whisked up by chef Jean-
Louise Francoise Collinet in 1837 
at the Le Pavillon Henri IV Hotel in 
Saint-Germaine-en-Laye, a suburb 
of Paris. Collinet named his creation 
in honor of King Henri IV who 
reigned the country from 1399 to 
1413. The great military leader was 
from the province of Béarn, located 
in the Pyrenees mountains. Béarnaise 
translates to mean “from Béarn.”

INGREDIENTS
½ cup white wine

¼ cup white wine or champagne 
vinegar

3 sprigs chervil, finely minced — 
reserve stems

3 sprigs tarragon, finely minced — 
reserve stems

1 small shallot, thinly sliced

½ teaspoon whole or crushed 
peppercorns

2 large egg yolks

Dash of salt

1½ tablespoons unsalted melted 
butter

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Combine wine, vinegar, herb
stems, shallots, and peppercorns
in a small saucepan. Cook on
a medium-low heat for 10-15
minutes where the liquid has
reduced by about half. Strain
and put the liquid back in the
saucepan. Let cool to room
temperature.

2. Add the egg yolks and salt
to the reduction liquid, and
cook over a medium-low heat
while whisking vigorously until
the eggs are a fluffy, custard-
like consistency … about
3-5 minutes. Be sure not to
overcook.

3. When the sauce thickens and
reaches the desired consistency,
add in the melted butter,
chervil and tarragon chopped
leaves, whisking until the butter
dissolves.

4. Béarnaise sauce is best served
immediately.

Whether it’s a leisurely Sunday 
breakfast at a favorite restaurant or 
grilling up some steaks and vegetables 
in the backyard, adding hollandaise 
or béarnaise sauce to the menu can 
turn the ordinary into something 
extraordinary. It can be homemade or 
store-bought; there’s just something 
about the distinct taste of each sauce 
that has family and friends asking for 
more.

Vive la France! 

CAPPY  TOSETTI lives in 
Asheville, North Carolina 
with her three rescue dogs 
that help her with Happy 
with Cappy Pet Sitting. She’s 
putting things in motion 
to someday crisscross the 
country in a vintage travel 
trailer visiting draft horse and 
goat farms. 
cappyt@att.net
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Chicken Coops, Chicken Coops, 

Brooders, Brooders, 

Runs, Swings, Runs, Swings, 

Dust Baths,  Dust Baths,  

and More!and More!

Order by calling 970-392-4419 or  
visiting Shop.IAmCountryside.com

Price does not include shipping and handling.

Please use promo code 
MBPPAMZ2

$19 99

Item #9145

50 Do-It-Yourself Projects 
for Keeping Chickens

Get ready to jump into the world of chickens,
one DIY project at a time. Owning and raising 

chickens doesn’t have to be an expensive hobby. With 
imagination, simple tools, and salvaged or bargain 
materials, you can make everything your flock needs 
for their health and safety. Buying a chicken coop can 
be a major expense. Follow the steps provided in the 
book to retrofit an existing structure into a chicken 
palace fit for the fanciest hens.

Brooders, grow-out pens, and chicken runs can 
easily be pulled together and give your feathered 
family a safe place to scratch and peck. If your 
chickens want fun activities, create boredom busters 
with the directions for a chicken swing, dust bath, 
outdoor roosts, front porches, and resting perches. 
Are you planning to raise your own sustainable flock? 
Building a nesting box area fit for the best broody is 
included. You can even set up a maternity ward and 
brooder pen in the coop. Dropping boards to dust 
baths, feeding stations to first aid, read and learn the 
simplest ways to provide the infrastructure and fun 
that your chickens need to grow and thrive.

After all the project building and chores are done, 
treat your flock to a delicious seasonal recipe with 
one of the recipes included.
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Coolest Coops

2022
GRAND PRIZE 

WINNER
By 

Deirdre St. Germain, 
Mississippi

As with most chicken owners, my chicken 
math got out of control and I needed a 
place to store my supplies. I asked my 

brother-in-law to build me a rustic lean-to-looking 
building, and I came home from work to him 
making this. It took us about six months to build, 
the most challenging part was the roof and the 
door. Each shingle on the roof had to be cut and 
stained and the door had to be handmade because 
it is so short. It has worked fantastic for my birds 
and everyone who visits loves to look at it. I 
could have never dreamed up such a cute coop, 
so I have to say a big thank you to my sister and 
brother-in-law Talia and Tim.
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Coolest Coops

2022
RUNNER-UP

By 
Christi Craft, 

Halfway to Heaven 
Homestead

North Carolina

When we bought our farm, there was a 
red playhouse overlooking the pond. 
Since our kids were a little too old to 

still enjoy playhouses, we decided we’d turn 
it into a garden shed or a duck house. Take a 
wild guess which of those two options won by a 
landslide! Our house is a brown cedar home and 
the barns are also brown, so I decided to paint 
the duck house brown and have a little fun by 
making it a gingerbread house. I love how the 
duck house and all the buildings feel nestled into 
the hillside now. We love to be thrifty and reuse 
materials, so we didn’t bat an eye at doing that 
for this project. To whip it together, I freehanded 
some fun gingerbread patterns around the house, 
put down a simple, waterproof flooring, added 
some cedar shavings (frequently), decorated their 
front porch, cut a little duck door off the back 
(that I’m able to raise and lower from the outside), 
built a run using the recycled dock rails from our 
dock’s makeover, and, finally, gave the ducks a 
swimming pool. All that’s left is adding nesting 
boxes inside and some scrap tin roofing to half of 
the run to provide some shade for when they stay 
in the run. Our ducks seem to love it, and we’re as 
happy as they are with how it turned out. 

Halfway to Heaven Homestead 
Instagram: @halfwaytoheavenhomestead
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Coolest Coops

By Darryl Yax, South Dakota

TikTok: 
 @CresentMoonCaravan 

Twitter: @CaravanMoon

By Mary Huhta, 
Wisconsin

facebook.com/
huhtahomestead 

Instagram:  
@huhtahomestead
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Fifth Day Farm Contact
sales@fifthdayfarminc.com
www.fifthdayfarminc.com 

717-917-6729

• French Pearl Guinea
• White Muscovy Duck
• Khaki Campbell Duck
• French White Geese
• Brown Chinese Geese

OFFERING:

GUINEAS are fast-growing,
suitable for backyard growers 
who want to control ticks and 
for those who would want to 
use them as a meat bird. 

THE MUSCOVY is fast-growing
and a great range duck with 
a lean meat that is desired by 
many restaurants.

By Teresa Marsh, Washington

Instagram: @ourcreeksidelair

By Julie Thompson, Michigan
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Coolest Coops

Both Coops By 
Dennita Miskimen, Virginia

Instagram: @the_red_barn_farm, 
@Virginia_Silkies 

facebook.com/TheRedBarnFarmVA

By Tara 
Armbruster, 
California

Instagram:  
@freedomfarmsvista
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By Janice Johnson, 
Nevada

By Kristi Bruening, Virginia

www.facebook.com/bigredshenhouse/

Instagram: @the_coop_chick

By Nick Pollack, 
Minnesota

By Ranee Witzig, Illinois
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BY KENNY COOGAN

Preparing Your 
Flock for Natural 

Disasters

preparedness

SEPTEMBER IS NATIONAL 
Preparedness Month. The idea 
is to raise awareness about the 

importance of preparing for disasters 
and emergencies that could happen 
at any time. As I write this (a few 
months ahead of print), I am already 
being bombarded with weather experts 

estimating a record number of named 
storms this coming fall. (Although, 
I believe they guess that every year.) 
Here in Florida, hurricanes are a real 
threat, regardless of how much fear the 
weatherman deliver us. Tornadoes are 
another hazard. On the other coast, fire 
season is turning into a year-long worry.

Changing Climates
In 2021, researcher Philip Duffy, 

executive director of Woodwell 
Climate Research Center said, 
“The extreme weather events and 
patterns we've seen in recent years, 
not to mention the past few weeks, 
underscore the heightened urgency 

Waiting for the water to recede after a hurricane can be unnerving. Photo Credit: Kenny Coogan.
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4X6' 
CHICKEN 
COOP
• 12-14 Chickens

• 82''  Tall with
   EZ-Skid Runners

• Moveable with
  garden tractor

• Shipped partially
  assembled

Enjoy free-range, fresh 
eggs with your own 
chicken coop!

Call for a FREE brochure!  
1-800-359-7522

Order at EzFitSheds.com

READY TO SHIP IN 72 HOURS!

We also sell gray Kosher King and 
Color Yield Freedom Rangers and 

Cornish Cross chicks!

  Perfect for free-range environments, these  
tri-colored or red--feathered chickens grow to 
5-6 lbs in just 9-11 weeks. They are an active
breed and thrive when allowed to free range,

scratch,, and dust bathe in natural sunlight.

Quality You  Can Count OnQuality You  Can Count On

717-336-4878 • www.FreedomRangerHatchery.com

with which we must address the 
climate crisis.” With severe weather 
patterns on the rise, we must be 
prepared to protect our backyard 
poultry and livestock.

“As we prepare for potential 
emergencies, domestic animals come to 
the forefront of our minds, but as their 
custodians, our livestock and poultry 
deserve that same consideration,” Megan 
Allan, Community Outreach and State 
Animal Resource Coalition Manager 
for SPCA Florida tells me. She adds 
that, “Ahead of hurricane season, it's 
important to prepare for sheltering in 
place and create a plan for potential 
evacuation.” Here are some questions 
she says that you should ask yourself:

• Are your structures secure?
• Would your animals have the

ability to get away from rising waters?
• Do you have back-up food stored

in a safe area?
• If you need to evacuate, do you

have the physical materials needed to 
safely transport animals, along with 
the documentation needed to cross 
state lines?

Before and After a Flood
When I first moved down to Florida, 

my neighbors —who are quite the 
homesteaders themselves — told me of 
the bizarre calmness after a hurricane. 
After the storm passes, the skies will 
be blue, no clouds in sight, and the 

songbirds will be signing. However, 
your property could be flooded, and 
you could have no water or electricity 
for days to weeks. Feedstores could 
also be closed for a while.

“Preparedness is key to saving lives 
and starting those checklists now will 
ensure that you are ready should the 
worst happen,” Allan concludes.

Items on your checklist should 
be kennels and crates. “For smaller 
flocks, have a way to transport your 
birds if they need to be moved in a 
hurry,” Jeannette Beranger, Senior 
Program Manager of The Livestock 
Conservancy recommends. Beranger 
says she always keeps enough 
transport crates for the flock in case 
she needs to remove them in times of 
emergency.

When the last major hurricane came 
through my area, I relocated my eight 
chickens and three ducks into kennels 
and moved them from the chicken 
coop into our interior bathroom. The 
hurricane came through at 2 A.M. 
and the birds in my house caused me 
to stress a little less. Having a larger 
flock would have meant having a 
different protocol. I was lucky enough 

After a hurricane, my chicken coop was flooded for more than a week. Having alternative housing 
arrangements is crucial for preparing for natural disasters. Photo Credit: Kenny Coogan.
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preparedness

to be able to let them free range the 
next day. If the damage had been 
worse, I would have kept them crated 
for longer and made alternative plans.  

Creating Networks
Beranger adds that it’s a good idea 

to plan ahead with friends or family 
in case birds need to be transported to 
them to stay safe. Since I am on one 
coast of Florida, creating a network 
of poultry owners in different parts of 
the state is also beneficial. Forming 
these connections through social 
media is one option. Another idea is to 
contact your county and state poultry 
associations. While it may not be the 
best in terms of quarantine, having a 
place to relocate your birds in serious 
weather events is better than losing 
the flock. On the news recently, I 
heard of a woman in the southeast 
who refused to leave her horses as the 
wildfires approached her homestead. 
I can sympathize with her, but there 
are better alternatives. Staying put can 
jeopardize your livestock, you, and the 
rescue crew.  

Another thing to consider is that the 
majority of human evacuation centers 
cannot accept pets (dogs and cats) 
much less poultry and livestock due to 
health and safety regulations. Usually, 
only service animals are allowed. This 
fact makes it even more important to 
consider finding alternative housing 
prior to a disaster.

Emergency Kit List
Here is an edited version of an emergency kit list provided by ready.gov, an 
official website of the United States government. While the list was intended for 
cats and dogs, I’ve made some suggestions for livestock and poultry.

FOOD. Keep several days’ supply of food in an airtight, waterproof container.

WATER. Store a water bowl and several days’ supply of water.

MEDICINE. Keep an extra supply of the medicine your pet takes on a regular 
basis in a waterproof container. This should include medicine for ectoparasites 
like mites and ticks. 

FIRST AID KIT. Talk to your veterinarian about what is most appropriate for your 
pet’s emergency medical needs.

LEG ID BANDS, YOUR PET’S REGISTRATION OR VACCINATION 
INFORMATION, and other relevant documents in a waterproof container and 
available electronically.

TRAVELING CRATES OR STURDY CARRIERS. Ideally one for each pet.

SANITATION NEEDS. Include pet litter, newspapers, paper towels, plastic trash 
bags, and household chlorine bleach to provide for your pet’s sanitation needs. 

For larger animals:   
• First aid items

• Flashlights

• Hay, feed, and water for three days

• Hoof pick

• Leg wraps

• Non-nylon leads and halters

• Plastic trash barrel with a lid

• Portable radio and extra batteries

• Shovel

• Water buckets

• Wire cutters and a sharp knife

Evacuate animals earlier, whenever possible. Map out primary 
and secondary routes in advance. Make available vehicles 
and trailers needed for transporting and supporting each type 
of animal. Also, make available experienced handlers and 
drivers. Ensure destinations have food, water, veterinary care, 
and handling equipment. If evacuation is not possible, animal 
owners must decide whether to move large animals to a barn 
or turn them loose outside.    

While this crate is quaint, plastic, heavy-duty kennels and crates are 
ideal for long term storage and for transporting your birds. Plastic 

crates are also easier to disinfect. Photo Credit: AdobeStock.
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KENNY COOGAN is a 
national columnist with 
a Master’s degree in 
Global Sustainability. His 
upcoming book, Florida’s 
Carnivorous Plants, will be 
available August 1, 2022 at 
kennycoogan.com.

• Chicks • Turkeys • Ducklings
• Goslings • Guineas

• Gamebirds • Bantams
• Equipment • Books
Call 717-365-3694

www.hoffmanhatchery.com
PO Box 129BP
Gratz, PA 17030

FREE 
CATALOG!!

www.Myerspoultry.com

Meat Birds Layers Turkeys
Ducks & 
Goslings

Guineas &
Gamebirds

(814) 539-7026

966 Ragers Hill Road South Fork, PA 15956

Have a Plan
Having a plan for when the disaster 

approaches is great. Preparing your 
homestead prior to natural disasters 
is another form of safety that can be 
done year-round. Beranger suggests 
building with the storm in mind. “If 
you use portable coops, make sure 
they are safely strapped and staked 
down so they don’t fly away. If you 
can move them near a building that 
can be used as a windbreak, it will 
help keep the birds safe.”

Using straps and anchors meant 
to handle hurricane force winds is a 
good investment. For those in areas 
with wildfires, be sure to clear away 
defensible space around barns and 
pastures. If you must leave animals, 
provide at least 48-72 hours worth of 
feed and water. Do not rely on automatic 
waterers as power could be lost.

While this all might seem daunting, 
follow FEMA’s guidance: be prepared, 
not scared. 

If you 
must leave 
animals, 
provide at 
least 48-72 
hours worth 
of food and 
water.

Make sure the crates you use are large enough for your birds to move around in and stand up. 
This is especially true if they are to be crated for multiple days. Photo Credit: AdobeStock.

Photo credit: Camera1/AdobeStock.
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health

External External 
ParasitesParasites

BY  KRISTI COOK

CHICKENS ARE RELATIVELY SIMPLE creatures 
to care for: provide adequate shelter, a bit of food 
and water, et voila! eggs and chicken for dinner. 

However, despite our best efforts, sometimes danger creeps 
into the coop and threatens the health and productivity of our 
flocks. I’m not talking opossums and raccoons but, external 
parasites such as lice and mites, who enjoy a chicken 
meal just as their mammalian counterparts do. And just as 
raccoons and ‘possums threaten overall flock productivity, so 
do these nasty creepy-crawlies as they suck, chew, and bite 
their chicken host to their hearts’ content. Protecting your 
flock from these tiny parasites can be a simple matter of pest 
awareness and prevention. 

Mites and Lice
Both mites and lice cause significant loss in the poultry 

industry through their biting, sucking, and chewing 
activities. When allowed to multiply unchecked, these 
external parasites not only reduce egg production in layers 

and overall carcass weight-
loss in meat birds but cause 
anemia, secondary infections, 
and even rapid death. The 
swiftness with which these 
parasites can overtake an entire 

flock is astounding, so making a positive ID and taking swift 
action is of paramount importance.

The Mighty Mite
Of the two parasites, mites are smaller, making 

identification more difficult than identifying the larger louse. 
However, close inspection will reveal dark red, black, or tan 
specks crawling around the vent area and/or along the body, 
particularly around feather shafts. Many are so tiny they 
look like moving pepper flakes.

Some, such as the northern fowl and scaly leg mites, prefer 
to remain on their host for their lifetime. The scaly leg mite 
is so small that identification is based on the clinical signs of 
infestation rather than seeing the mite itself. This mite gets its 
name from the damage it causes as it burrows under the leg 
scales to feast on the tissue underneath. This burrowing causes 
the scales on the legs to lift, giving the appearance of rough, 
scaly legs. Legs, feet, and toes become inflamed and painful 
to the bird resulting in toe deformities and lameness. As the 
infestation progresses, the loss of toes becomes a concern as 
blood circulation decreases. However, if treated promptly, 
legs, toes, and scales often return to normal. 

Other pests, such as the common chicken mite, hide in nooks 
and crannies of the chicken coop during the day after feasting 
on their host at night. The nocturnal behavior of the chicken 
mite necessitates a nighttime coop visit with a flashlight in hand 
to inspect the flock. But if you can’t visit at night, you may be 
able to see specks of blood-filled mites crawling along the roost 
or hiding in nesting boxes during the day. 

The red poultry mite  
(Dermanyssus gallinae) under a 
microscope.
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The Lousy Louse
Lice are much larger than the minuscule mite and spend 

their entire lives on the host. Species readily found in a 
chicken flock include the feather louse, shaft louse, wing 
louse, and even fluff louse, with the chicken body louse 
being the most common. Lice or nits (empty egg cases) can 
be discovered by gently brushing feathers back and looking 
for tan or white lice crawling along the body. You will likely 
also see eggs or nits attached to the base of feathers in 
clumps. 

An Ounce of Prevention
As with all pests, prevention is easier than treatment. And 

while it is true that most flocks harbor a small parasite load, 
the goal is to keep it small. Key practices for prevention 
include matching flock size to enclosure size, providing 
high-quality feed, fresh water, adequate housing, and 
frequently changing bedding. Another practice is isolating 
newcomers, assessing their parasite load, and administering 
any needed treatment before adding those birds to a mite/
lice-free flock. Avoiding exposure to wild birds is another 
way to reduce parasite loads. However, this is not feasible 
for most backyard flock owners as sparrows and other wild 
birds naturally visit chicken yards and feed pans.

In addition to the practices mentioned above, 
diatomaceous earth (DE) in the dust bathing area is one of 
the most commonly touted preventative measures available, 
though it’s often underutilized. DE punctures the bodies 
of mites and lice, causing them to dry out and die. By 
maintaining some level of DE within the bathing area, birds 
can actively participate in their own parasite prevention 
program daily.

Treatment for Birds and Their Homes
Regardless of preventative measures, there may come a 

day when treatment is needed, and the best course of action 
is to work closely with a livestock vet. Treatment options are 
often the same for both mites and lice regardless of species, 
so if using a powder or spray, check the label to determine 
if it covers all pests present to avoid over-application. Look 
for products that contain Spinosad as the active ingredient. 
Often recommended by vets, it usually only requires one 
application to deal with all stages of parasite growth.

You’ll need to decide whether you are primarily treating 
the birds, their coop, or both. Chicken mites, for example, 
do not live on the host, so treatment of the flock’s living area 
may be all that is required. Other pests, such as the lice and 
northern fowl mite, require treatment of the bird and housing 
area. Clean the coop and run thoroughly, removing all of the 
manure, any moldy grain or straw, and cleaning any food 
and water containers. 

DE works as both a preventative and a treatment option, 
but like all-natural regimens, will need to be applied more 
than once to kill living parasites and their eggs. Keep 
examining your birds and treat again as needed. 

External parasites will always be a concern for any flock 
owner, just as internal parasites and predators are a concern. 
However, preventative practices such as frequent flock 
inspections, DE, low stock levels, and clean bedding are 
just a few of the measures one can take to keep these nasty 
pests at bay. And should the need arise, multiple treatment 
options exist to help the flock become and stay healthy. So 
don’t underestimate the threat of these tiny little parasites. 
Develop a prevention program that keeps your flock healthy 
and thriving so you can enjoy those chicken and egg dinners 
for years to come. 

KRISTI COOK lives in Arkansas where every 
year brings something new to her family’s 
journey toward a more sustainable lifestyle. 
She keeps a flock of laying hens, dairy goats, 
a rapidly growing apiary, a large garden, 
and more. When she’s not busy with the 
critters and veggies, you can find her 
sharing sustainable living skills through her 
workshops and articles.

Also known as the “chewing lice,” Menoponidae can be found at 
the base of feathers where they scratch to obtain blood. 

Dust baths are essential for chicken health. Whether on the ground 
or in a tub, have a place where your birds can dust themselves.
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breed profile

BREED PROFILE: 

TURKEN/NAKED NECK
Hardy Dual-Purpose Chickens

BY TAMSIN COOPER

BREED: Turken chickens have little
or no plumage on the neck, giving an 
appearance reminiscent of a turkey. 

ORIGIN: This gene is present in
many native chickens worldwide, 
particularly in Asia, Africa, and 
Central and South America. It is 
likely to have originated in Asia. The 

founding population best known to 
breeders in Europe and America is the 
Transylvanian Naked Neck from the 
plateau surrounded by the Carpathian 
Mountains in Romania.

Archaeological finds of small-
bodied chickens in the Carpathian 
Basin date back to the first century 
BCE. Chicken keeping must have 

already been common in the region 
before Magyars moved in at the turn 
of the 10th century. Magyars may have 
also brought fowl from the steppe east 
of the Carpathian Mountains. During 
Ottoman Empire rule (1541–1699), 
larger, red-eared Asian chickens were 
introduced. These may be the source 
of the naked neck gene which spread 
through Transylvania, Serbia, and 
Bosnia. Later, poultry arrived from 
western countries during the Habsburg 
reign of Austria-Hungary. All of 
these influences melded to form the 
Transylvanian breed. Over centuries, 
the birds adapted to the damp, 
temperate climate, while foraging at 
range in the valleys and hilly plains.

HISTORY: In the 19th century, naked-
necked chickens were well-known 
in Transylvania, most commonly in 
white, black, or cuckoo plumage. 
Here, they were valued for their 
foraging ability in all weathers, while 
being disease-resistant and economical 
to keep. Despite such thriftiness, they 
were prolific, even laying during 
winter. They grew quickly, brooded 
their own young, and their meat was 
highly appreciated. From the 1840s, 
one breeder worked to develop and 
improve the local chickens’ economic 
value, resulting in a cuckoo variety 
shown at the 1875 poultry exhibition 
in Vienna. A novelty to judges and 
European breeders, the exhibit caused 
a sensation, and the Transylvanian 
chicken became known throughout 
Europe. German breeders quickly 
appreciated it, developing the breed for 
production and distributing it widely 
around the turn of the 19th century.

Although Transylvania was part 
of Hungary at the time, the breed’s 
popularity did not catch on in its 
home nation, as few breeders favored 
its appearance. By the early 20th 
century, it was already endangered. 
Furthermore, foreign breeds, such as 
Langshan, Brahma, and Plymouth 
Rock, began to arrive and transform 
local stock. In the 1930s, examples of 
native Hungarian hens, including those 

Photo credit: AdobeStock.
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from Transylvania (which by now 
was part of Romania), were collected 
at the research institute at Gödöllo, 
Hungary. The gene bank’s aim was to 
protect a national resource, standardize 
colors and body shape, and improve 
egg production and body size while 
preserving meat quality. These lines 
were propagated successfully and 
distributed throughout the country and 
abroad.

Although most of their stocks were 
destroyed in the Second World War, 
breed scientists managed to restore a 
large population by the 1950s of Buff, 
Cuckoo, and White varieties. However, 

even small farms began to replace their 
stock with imported hybrids during 
the 1960s. A government breeding 
authority stepped in during the 1970s 
to ensure preservation of the gene 
pool. The baton was passed to NGOs 
in the 1990s, with university and 
government support.

A breeders’ association, the Gödöllo 
research center, two Hungarian 
universities, and several private farms 
work together to preserve the breed. 
Equally in Constanta, Romania, 
original lines were recovered in the 
late 1960s and preserved.

Worldwide, chickens with naked 
necks have been found to cope well 
with heat. Research has focused 
on the effect of the gene for the 
naked neck trait on heat tolerance in 
commercial hybrids (both broilers 
and layers). Encouraging results 
suggest that lines with the gene adapt 
better to high temperatures and can 
maintain production. In addition, they 
save the energy needed for feather 
production in favor of growth and egg 
formation. Consequently, the naked-
neck gene has been incorporated into 
both intensively-farmed hybrids and 
pasture-based regional types, such as 
the “Label Rouge” hybrids of France 
and the Pirocón Negro of Venezuela.

Map of Europe showing Transylvania. Photo credit: Based on map by Alexrk2 (commons.
wikimedia.org) CC BY-SA 3.0 (creativecommons.org).

Naked Neck rooster and hen. Photo Credit: 
Demontux (commons.wikimedia.org) CC BY-
SA 3.0 (creativecommons.org).

New  
coop
lights!
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The APA recognized the Naked 
Neck in 1965 and the National Naked 
Neck Breeders Society (nnbreeders.
webs.com and Facebook) has recently 
been established to help breeders meet 
the standard.

CONSERVATION STATUS: 
Although naked-neck types are 
widespread and numerous worldwide, 
the Transylvanian landrace is under 
protection. In Romania, under 100 
females and 20 males were purebred in 
each variety, as registered in Constanta 
in 1993, although their progeny is in 
the thousands. In Hungary, there were 
over 4,000 of each variety in 2021, 
compared to 566 Black, 521 Cuckoo, 
and 170 White in 1994. 

BIODIVERSITY: The Transylvanian
Naked Neck combines genes from 
European and Asian sources and 
shares a foundation with heritage 
Hungarian chickens. Its salient feature, 
a lack of feathering on the neck, is 
the result of a single dominant gene, 
which is inherited by crossbreeds. 
Dominance of this gene is incomplete: 
when an individual inherits two copies 
of the gene, there is very little or no 
feathering on the neck and under the 
thighs and breast. Naked regions are 

reduced in individuals who inherit 
only one copy of the gene, and they 
can be distinguished by a tuft of 
several dozen feathers at the front 
of the base of the neck. As the gene 
is so readily passed on and isolated 
through crossbreeding, turkens outside 
the gene bank may not necessarily 
be descended from the Transylvanian 
bird.

DESCRIPTION: Sturdy, well-
muscled oval body, sloping slightly 
to the rear. The head is feathered, but 
the face, neck, and crop are bare. A 
few feathers may be seen at the base 
of the neck. The skin on the face, 
ears, crest, and wattle is red. Eyes are 
orange-red. The rooster has a bright 
red neck, while the hen’s is slightly 
paler. Not apparent until handled 
is the lack of feathers along the 
underside of the body. The feathers fit 
close to the body. 

VARIETIES: Black, White, and
Cuckoo are bred in Romania and 
Hungary, although other colors have 
been known. The APA accepts Black, 
Buff, Red, and White.

SKIN COLOR: Hungarian breeders
prefer white skin, legs, and beak, 
except for the Black variety which 
has slate-gray beak, shank, and toes. 
However, yellow legs and beak can 
occur in the paler breeds and were 
observed as early as the 1950s.

COMB: Single, medium-sized.

POPULAR USE: Dual-purpose
farmyard or homestead fowl.

breed profile

Pirocón Negro chickens in a silvopasture system in Venezuela. Photo credit: Angonfer 
(commons.wikimedia.org) CC BY-SA 3.0 (creativecommons.org).

Vlad the Transylvanian Naked Neck. 
Photo credit: Tom O Hill (Omtaeillhae on 
commons.wikimedia.org) CC BY-SA 3.0 
(creativecommons.org).

Worldwide, 
chickens 
with naked 
necks have 
been found 
to cope well
with heat.
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EGG COLOR: Cream to tinted.

EGG SIZE: Large, from 2 oz.

PRODUCTIVITY: 140–180 eggs per
year. Chicks grow and mature quickly. 
Some hens go broody and make good 
mothers.

WEIGHT: In Romania, purebred
roosters average 4 lb. and hens 3.3 
lb., while in Hungary and Germany 
roosters are 5.5–6.6 lb. and hens 4.4–5 
lb. The APA standards recommend 8.5 
lb. for roosters and 6.5 lb. for hens, 
cockerels 7.5 lb., and pullets 5.5 lb. 
Bantams are also bred.

TEMPERAMENT: Calm, friendly, and
easy to tame.

ADAPTABILITY: The Transylvanian
breed is well adapted to its native 
landscape and climate. It fairs well 
through cold winters, during snow and 

TAMSIN COOPER keeps 
chickens and goats on her 
smallholding in France, 
where she aspires to live as 
sustainably as possible. She 
follows the latest research 
on farm animal behavior and 
mentors on a chicken welfare 
online course (MOOC). 

SOURCES
• Szalay, I., 2015. Old Hungarian Poultry in the 21st Century.
Mezogazda.
• Bodó, I., Kovics, G., and Ludrovszky, F., 1990. The Naked Neck
Fowl. Animal Genetic Resources Information, 7, 83–88.
• Merat, P., 1986. Potential usefulness of the Na (naked neck)
gene in poultry production. World's Poultry Science Journal, 
42(2), 124–142.

rain, with minimal protection and little 
input from its keepers, and is self-
sufficient all year round. However, there 
is more to its genetic makeup than just 
the naked neck gene, as it has evolved 
hardiness from hundreds of years 
free-ranging. Turkens in other regions 
have proven their tolerance to heat, but 
consideration for their lack of insulating 
feathers is needed in very cold climates 
and protection required. 
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Hungarian 
Yellow Chickens

BY DOUG OTTINGER

hungarian yellow chickens

A beautiful 
landrace breed 

and national 
treasure of 

Hungary.

Photo courtesy of Grade Eh Farms.

LIKE MANY NATIONS, 
Hungary honors people, 
animals, and talents as national 

treasures, including chickens. Seven 
breeds of landrace poultry are believed 
to have bred true for several hundred 
years and are consequently of great 
interest to genetic researchers as well 
as poultry historians. Registered with 
the MGE (Association of Hungarian 
Small Animal Breeders for Gene 
Conservation), these breeds include the 
Hungarian Yellow, Hungarian White, 
Partridge Hungarian, and Speckled 
Hungarian, as well as black, white, 
and speckled varieties of Transylvania 
Naked Neck fowl. 

A Rare Breed
Unfortunately, the beautiful, golden-

buff Hungarian Yellows have become 
somewhat rare in their native Hungary. 
They are also rare in North America. 
At the writing of this article, there 
were less than half a dozen breeders 

of the birds found in both the United 
States and Canada. In Hungary, three 
state academic institutions, as well 
as a number of small farmers, are 
maintaining the breed and its genetic 
material. The birds are supplied to 
family farms that have an interest in 
perpetuating and maintaining these 
living national treasures. Preservation 
of the breed today, both in North 
America as well as in modern 
Hungary, is largely due to the efforts 
of a single poultry geneticist at the 
University of Saskatchewan, Dr. Roy 
D. Crawford, some 50 years ago.

I spoke with two North American
breeders of these birds, both of whom 
are located in Canada: Charlene 
Labombard, of DC Heritage Poultry 
(www.dcheritagepolutry.com), located 
in Renfrew, Quebec, and Matthew 
Nelson, of Grade Eh Farms (www.
gradeehfarms.ca), located in Delta, 
British Columbia. Both were able to 
provide much personal knowledge 

about the Hungarian Yellow. Matthew, 
who formed a friendship with Dr. 
Crawford many years ago, was also 
able to share the information he 
learned firsthand. He also breeds the 
Hungarian Yellow fowl on a family 
farm in Bellingham, Washington. 
From this operation, he is able to sell 
and ship a limited number of chicks 
within the United States (www.
springcreekheritagefarms.com). 

Keeping the Line Going
Introduction of the breed to North 

America began in 1967, when a group 
of Hungarian researchers came to 
MacDonald College, in Montreal, 
Quebec, to study genetics and blood-
typing in chickens; they brought a 
supply of Hungarian Yellow hatching 
eggs with them. By the early 1970s, 
the study was concluded, and the 
researchers returned to Hungary, 
leaving the flock at the college. 
MacDonald College did not have a 
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use for the flock, so offered it to Dr. 
Crawford. Recognizing the genetic 
treasure trove being given away, Dr. 
Crawford gladly accepted the birds and 
started breeding and studying them.

Dr. Crawford retired from the 
University of Saskatchewan in 1981, 
taking most of the Hungarian Yellows 
with him. A few years later, Dr. Crawford, 
by chance, happened to meet another 
Hungarian researcher at a United Nations 
Conference in Rome. By this time, the 
Hungarian Yellow breed was nearing 
extinction in its native homeland, due to 
the ravages of war and being crossbred 
with other, “more productive” fowl. The 
researcher was surprised to learn that a 
flock of these Hungarian birds, in their 
pure genetic form, existed somewhere 
outside of his native homeland. Dr. 
Crawford sent him 720 hatching eggs. 

However, when the researcher and his 
colleagues attempted to pick them up 
at the Budapest airport, government 
officials demanded hefty payment for 
shipping and delivery, which they were 
unable to pay. After frantically trying to 
find funding to help the researchers, Dr. 
Crawford ended up covering the charges 
out of his own savings. Out of 720 
eggs sent, a total of 30 hatched. It is the 
offspring of these 30 birds that make up 
most of Hungary’s flocks of Hungarian 
Yellows today. 

Birds of a Feather
The coloring of the Hungarian 

Yellow can best be described as 
a yellowish-buff. Both sexes are 
somewhat similar in color. The main 
tail feathers of the hen are black, while 
the tail feathers of males are a lustrous, 

greenish-black. Lower neck feathers 
of the hens are often tipped in brown 
or black while body plumage may 
range from a yellowish-tan to a light, 
reddish-buff. Roosters can tend to have 
a more reddish cast to the plumage 
than the hens and the feathering of 
some males may have white tips on 
the golden body feathers. Matthew 
also said some roosters entering the 
breeding season sometimes have a 
reddish cast to their legs. They have 
straight, medium-size red combs, with 
circular or round red wattles. Shanks, 
skin, and beak are yellow. Being a 
landrace fowl, there is a wider range of 
genetic variation and phenotypes than 
in breeds that have been standardized. 

While not extremely large (hens 
average 4.5 to 5 pounds while roosters 
average of 5.5 to 6.6 pounds), the 
birds were valued in their native land 
for meat, as well as egg production. 
Before World War II, breeds like 
the Hungarian Yellow chickens 
were prevalent farmyard fowl. They 
had adapted, over the years, to the 
idiosyncrasies and harshness of the 
regional climate. As foragers, they had 
become reasonably good producers, 
supplying meat, eggs, and feathers 
for insulation and pillow stuffing. The 
production breeds introduced in the 
1950s weren’t as good at foraging for 
nutrition and had to be managed with 
dry chicken feed.

According to the Hungarian 

Hungarian Yellow chicks. Photo Credit: Grade Eh Farms.

Matthew Nelson with his Hungarian Yellows. Photo credit: Grade Eh Farms.
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National Centre for Biodiversity 
and Gene Conservation, Hungarian 
Yellows were known for their fine 
bone structure, and fine-fibered, highly 
palatable meat, making them desirable 
for both domestic and export markets. 
While not comparable in size to a 
modern, hybrid broiler, this landrace 
breed produces a round, meaty breast 
with firm, lean meat, well-suited for 
soups and stews. 

According to Matthew Nelson, the 
birds themselves are extremely slow 
growing and do not reach marketable 
size until about eight months of age. 
Heritage breeders know that it’s often 
difficult to compete with production 
hens who mature for market in eight 
weeks. But Matthew notes that the 
tenderness of the meat, even from 

older fowl, is worth the wait. Stew 
hens of this breed have tender flesh, 
even when two or three years old. 

Egg Producers
Well-known as very hardy, year-

round foragers, Hungarian Yellow 
chickens were one of the most 
productive fowl of all Hungarian egg-
production breeds. Records from the 
1930s indicate hens often produced 
130 to 140 medium, cream-colored 
eggs per year. Matthew and Charlene 
Labombard indicate that the birds 
in their Canadian flocks tend to be 
somewhat seasonal layers and do take 
a pause in the winter. Matthew told me 
that this break is short-lived, however, 
and the hens start gradual laying 
after the winter solstice. Production 

While many breeds of 
chickens have a significant 
egg production drop after 
the first year of laying, the 
Hungarian Yellows are 
known for consistent levels 
of production in both the 
first and second laying 
seasons. According to a 
2008-2010 European study 
on the egg production 
of Hungarian breeds, 
published by European 
Poultry Science, the chicks 
were hatched in the spring 
and started laying in the 
fall. The laying season or 
cycle went through the 
winter months and into 
the following summer. The 
birds were maintained with 
only natural light during the 
winter months. In the study, 
most Hungarian Yellow hens 
laid consistently throughout 
the winter. During two 
seasons of laying, 
consisting of 220 and 233 
days respectively, hens 
produced an average of 
100 eggs in the first season 
and 115 eggs in the second 
season. This finding was 
highly unusual since hens 
from most breeds average 
a 40% production drop in 
their second laying year.
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DOUG OTTINGER raises chickens, ducks, and geese on his small 
hobby farm. Doug's educational background is in agriculture, with 
an emphasis in poultry and avian genetics. Doug recently lost his 
wife and companion of 40 years, following her long battle with 
Multiple Sclerosis, and he is continuing writing and working from 
his small hobby farm in far-Northwest Minnesota.

RESOURCES FOR  
HERITAGE BREEDS

Canadian Heritage Breeds 
Association 
https://www.
canadianheritagebreeds.ca/

The Livestock Conservancy 
[USA]
https://livestockconservancy.
org/

Rare Poultry Society [UK] 
https://www.
rarepoultrysociety.com/

American Poultry Association 
(A.P.A)
https://amerpoultryassn.com/

Society for the Preservation 
of Poultry Antiquities (S.P.P.A)
http://www.sppa.club/

picks up noticeably by the middle of 
February.

Advantages of Developing 
Landraces

As a breed that has predominately 
survived in open fields and farmland, 
the roosters can be aggressive toward 
predators (and owners), and protective 
of the flock. According to Matthew, 
they are not a rooster that you may 
want to trust near small children. 
Hens, according to European Poultry 
Science, were historically known to 
have excellent mothering skills and 
made good setters and brooders. Both 
Matthew and Charlene have described 
the hens as somewhat nervous and 
flighty, a characteristic of landraces who 
have survived by being alert and nimble. 

For poultry keepers looking for a 
very pretty, unusual landrace breed that 
has strong foraging ability, alertness, 
and proven longevity of lay over two 
or more seasons, Hungarian Yellow 
chickens may be worth considering. 

Since 1972
A Family Hatchery.

We Are The Waterfowl Specialists
We provide extraordinary care to 
our birds so you get the highest 
quality companions.

Whether you are new to the hobby 
or already have a flock of your own, 
it’s easy for anyone to enjoy raising 
a duckling, or gosling.

metzerfarms.com
Call (800) 424-7755, scan the QR Code, or visit 
our website to see our breeds and order now.

Gonzales, CA

Memphis, TN Now Offering: 
• Free Shipping
• 1-Day Shipping 

to most of the U.S.

Year-Round Hatching
• 21 breeds of ducks
• 16 breeds of geese

Shipping from your nearest location

Tag us @metzerfarms 
to be featured
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salmon faverolles

Giving Salmon 
Faverolles 
Chickens a 

Chance
BY SHERRI TALBOT

IN THE FALL OF 2021, we decided it was time to add 
a second chicken breed to our little homestead. While 
we love our standard Cochins, the hens all tend to go 

broody at once, meaning that our egg production drops to 
practically nothing for the summer months. Since Maine’s 
short, dark winter days already mean they don’t lay in the 
winter that often, we needed something a little less broody.

Sticking to Heritage Breeds
Our goal at Saffron and Honey Homestead is to keep only 

heritage breeds, and the Livestock Conservancy’s Priority 
List plays a large role in how we choose our livestock and 
poultry. We wanted an egg-laying heritage breed that was 
capable of dealing with traditional, snowy Maine winters 

without requiring a heated barn. Mind you, like lots of other 
places, our winters are changing, and we now have days of 
pouring rain alternating with intense cold. We needed hardy, 
cold-weather birds.

We weren’t opposed to a breed that went broody, as 
long as it wasn’t quite so broody as the Cochins. Also, 
despite their docile nature, a lot of parents with small 
children are hesitant about the Cochins because of their 
size (between 8 and 11 lbs.), so we decided a smaller 
bird would be nice.  Finally, our homestead is built on the 
ideas of education for all and showing off our animals. 
We needed something that our visitors would love to 
watch.

Enter Our Salmon Faverolles
We purchased our birds from one of the few local 

breeders that raised them. While neither of us had 
personal experience with the breed, we knew someone 
who had them and was crazy about them. They met all 
the qualifications we needed in a new chicken breed and 
were definitely striking to look at! The fact that we could 
tell the males from the females at only a few days old 
was certainly a bonus. Our initial flock consisted of one 
male and five females, raised up by one of our (surprise, 
surprise) broody Cochins. 

Their behaviors were fascinating even as chicks. Despite 
having been raised up by Cochins and spending their 
time surrounded by Cochins, the Faverolles segregated 
themselves as soon as they began to feather out. The hens 
would only roost with “their” rooster and stuck either with 
him or with each other. If I picked up a Cochin hen and 
she squawked, there was no response from the Faverolles 
rooster, but if I picked up one of “his” hens, he would come 
running. 

He also seemed to have little interest in the Cochin 
hens. Even when we lost our Cochin rooster to old age, he 
didn’t compete with the younger rooster for their attention. 
Despite being only about two-thirds the size of the Cochin 
rooster, he likely would have won if he had wanted the 
whole flock because he has far more spunk than his larger 
competitor. 

Beautiful Birds
Their appearance has been everything we hoped. We 

had three roosters initially, and while they were all unique 
and lovely in their own way, the one we kept is absolutely 
beautiful. He is the poultry-run center of attention at all our 
events and tours. The difference in coloring between him 
and the ladies has resulted in a number of double-takes, even 
from those familiar with chickens!

Their eggs are smaller than the Cochins. We were initially 
startled at how much smaller. Their beautiful, delicate pink 
shells have been quite a change from the Cochin’ as well. It 
certainly hasn’t been difficult to tell which eggs came from 

Photo 
Credit: 
Angela 
Musto, 

Facebook 
page 

Angie's 
ART.
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which birds. While we have twice the 
number of Cochins as we do Faverolles, 
many of our Cochins are getting older, 
so the Faverolles are already providing 
us with a more stable supply of eggs 
than we have gotten from the Cochins 
this year.

A Room of Their Own
We made the decision last month 

to separate the Faverolles from the 
Cochins in order to hatch out purebred 
chicks. We left the Faverolles with the 
geese, guineas, and ducks while the 
Cochins were sent to pasture with the 
goats. This is primarily because the 
Faverolles — while smaller than we 
had expected — are bolder and more 
aggressive if the bigger birds try to 
bully them. 

We have actually been surprised at 
the aggression in those tiny forms. 
Our research had suggested they 
were placid birds like our Cochins, 
but they even stand up to our guinea 
fowl. The guineas seem to respect this 
because, short of a few initial tussles, 
there have been far fewer incidents 
than when the Cochins lived with 
them. The ducks aren’t able to hog 
the food from them, and the geese are 
perfectly happy to just live and let 
live, as long as the chickens stay away 
from their nest. 

Faverolles take their name from the village 
of Faverolles in the Eure-et-Loire region, just 
south of Paris.

If a hen could choose…

Free 
Color 
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Protecting  
your flock is easy. 

Chickens and poultry enthusiasts 
agree, Vetericyn® is the leader in 
safe, antibiotic-free, poultry wound 
and skin care. It’s the best way to help 
pecking sores heal and care for wounds, 
bumblefoot, and other irritations. See our full 
line of award-winning products at vetericyn.com 
or your local animal supply store.
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The one point of contention 
seems to be between the Faverolles 
and the ducks over nest boxes. 
The ducks have tire-nests that 
have always served them well but 
this year, several of them seemed 
determined to lay in the same boxes 
as the Faverolles. The hens refused 
to be driven out of their boxes, but 
the ducks refused to stop trying, 
resulting in a few stalemates. 

Despite their size and personalities 
not quite being what we were led 
to believe, Salmon Faverolles have 
certainly not disappointed. In all the 
areas important to us — egg-laying, 
cold hardiness, and appearance 
— they have been everything we 
hoped for. Even their greater level of 
assertiveness has turned out to be a 
benefit. The rooster is able to protect 
his ladies, but he is not so aggressive 
that we ever fear attack. All-in-all, a 
great choice for us. 

salmon faverolles

SHERRI TALBOT is the co-owner and operator of Saffron and 
Honey Homestead in Windsor, Maine. She raises endangered, 
heritage breed livestock and hopes someday to make education 
and writing on conservation breeding her full-time job. Details can 
be found at SaffronandHoneyHomestead.com or on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/SaffronandHoneyHomestead.

Faverolles hens enjoying tasty grain in the snow.

Order by calling 970-392-4419 or visiting Shop.IAmCountryside.com 
Promo code: MBPPAMZ2

Price does not include shipping and handling.

A Kid’s Guide to Keeping Chickens
Chickens make wonderful pets, and Melissa Caughey 

(author of the award-winning blog Tilly’s Nest) provides all the 
information kids need to raise healthy chickens and have tons 
of fun doing it! Caughey shares her advice in an engaging 
way so that kids understand what it means to keep chickens 
and what kind of housing, food, equipment, and care the 
chickens will need to thrive. She also suggests lots of creative 
activities sure to spark enthusiasm and imagination, such as 
speaking chicken, creating a veggie piñata for the flock, and 
making a chicken fort in the backyard. She even offers 10 egg-
centric recipes that kids will love to make and eat, including 
French toast, egg drop soup, and Mexican egg pizza. A 
colorful pull-out poster completes the book! 
Item #7467   $16.95
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WHAT IS THE 
MALAY?

STORY AND PHOTOS BY GORDON CHRISTIE
Adapted/abridged with permission from 
Australian Poultry magazine.

malays

FOR THE LAST 25 YEARS, 
I have kept a small flock of 
Malay chickens, and have been 

doing specialized breeding and flock 
improvement for the last 10 years. 

I live in Townsville, North 
Queensland, on one and a half acres. 
Townsville has basically two seasons: 
wet and dry. Summers regularly 
see temperatures of 104 degrees 
Fahrenheit followed by a season of 
rain for days on end. We must build 
poultry enclosures with plenty of 
shade and dry spaces to protect the 
birds. The high ambient humidity 

is also a concern as it can cause 
respiratory issues and needs to be 
factored in when using mechanical 
incubators to hatch chicks.  

I settled on my property and started 
breeding and showing dogs, then 
became a show judge. While traveling 
the circuits showing dogs, I always 
peeked into the poultry pavilions, 
where I saw my first Malay. I am 
positive my exact words were, “That’s 
not a chook; it’s a dinosaur.” My 
fascination for these delightful birds 
had just hatched.  

At first, I was just raising and 

showing Malays (winning several 
“Best in Show” awards), but after 
my children left home, my partner 
Sue and I began to breed them and 
learned several different methods 
to breed for show characteristics, 
keeping, and enhancing unique breed 
characteristics.

Life throws you a lot of curves, 
and at age 40, I was diagnosed with a 
serious cardiac problem that required 
hospitalization, medication, and a long 
recovery.

Malays saved my life. I had been 
sorely depressed and had not left 
the inside of my home for about six 
months. Then one day, I just stood up 
and said in a loud voice, “No more.” 
I rang my dear friend, an excellent 
Game Bird breeder, Brett Lloyd. Brett 
had been keeping my loved Malay 
bloodlines going for me in those dark 
times. He returned them all the very 
next day. I have been breeding and 
developing new breeding programs 
ever since. 

Malay Breed Characteristics 
Malays are recognized as one of the 

oldest breeds of fowl. While its origin 
is shrouded in mystery, some believe 
it originated from a now-extinct giant 
species of jungle fowl called Gallus 
giganteus. Malay birds recognized by 
the Australian Poultry Standard (APS) 
have very specific characteristics. 
They have a tall, upright carriage, 
with a long, arching neck flowing 
into a slightly concave back, and a 
long tail. The birds have long legs 
with yellow shanks; however, black or 
darker legs are permitted in birds with 
predominate blue or black plumage. 
Strong spurs point downward, and 
they have four toes with the hind one 
reaching to the ground, giving balance 
to support their weight. The strawberry 
comb resembles a half walnut and 
should be bright red and firm.

WEIGHT
Adult cock birds can reach 33.5in 

(85cm) in height or taller. The APS 

READER 
SUBMITTED 
STORY
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does not give a specific height but 
recommends that the height should 
balance the overall outline of the bird. 
Cockerels and hens should weigh 
8lbs (4kg), roosters 11lbs (5kg), and 
pullets 6.5lbs (3kg). Malays that are 
20% under or above the standard 
weights are undesirable for exhibition 
purposes.  

FERTILITY
Malays have reduced fertility 

compared to other breeds. Assistant 
Professor Darren Karcher has pointed 
out that most poultry with “rose” or 
“walnut” combs can have reduced 
fertility, and Malay certainly fall into this 
category. Allowing the birds to free-
range and participate in natural courtship 
can increase successful mating. 

BROODING
I do not let the hens brood their 

own eggs as they are just too heavy 
and can break eggs getting on and off 
them. Also, when the chicks begin to 
pip, and the eggshell is breached and 
weakened, the weight of the hen can 
squash the chick in the egg, making 
it impossible for it to escape the egg. 
Mechanical incubation or surrogate 
hens are recommended. 

BREEDING STRATEGIES
I am currently using the ‘Shift Clan 

Spiral System’ of breeding.  I start 
with four hens, each of a different 
color but similar in type and form, in 
a large pen with one male. I always 
‘breed to youth’ meaning where 
possible, I breed older hens to young 
cockerels or older cocks to year-old 
hens. I do not breed pullets. 

My breeding season in Townsville 
starts around July and lasts until 
December when the temperatures 
become stinking hot. Malays, like 
most fowl, lay almost every day and 
generally lay a clutch of about 12 
to 15 eggs in a cycle, which can be 
lengthened by removing the eggs 
daily. I keep extensive records to 
track and mark chicks from the 
different cockerels. Each cockerel is 
designated a specific-colored cable 
tie while each pen of hens has also a 
designated coloured cable tie. When a 
chick is hatched, I place two different 
colored cable ties on them for future 
identification. This process lets me 
track breeding results precisely and 
more easily make future breeding 
decisions. 

Blue/grey and white chicks.

Five-week-old light colored pullet, 
displaying nice type even at this age.
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Gordon holding an 11-month-old cockerel.

What Can You Expect to Pay?
The average price for quality Malays 

from reputable breeders will cost about 
$200 per bird or $500 for a trio of 
two hens and a cockerel. If you want 
exceptional top-shelf birds that you 
can expect to win at poultry shows, 
prepare to pay a little more.  

Can people contact you for 
information on the breed or 
anything you covered in the article? 

I am happy to answer any questions 
and to assist any person with respect 
to Malays in general. I further stress 
that the information in this article 
is my own opinion and reflects my 
experience of poultry keeping and 
breeding Malays for many years. 
There are as many ways of keeping 
and breeding poultry as there are 
poultry keepers.  

I can be contacted by E-mail: 
gordonchristie@bigpond.com, Phone:  
0415 294 996. 

Culling and Use as Table Birds
At 16 weeks, I can begin to see 

desired characteristics emerge, even 
though Malays continue to change until 
they are two years old. Experience 
lets me cull some at this stage while 
keeping promising-looking birds to see 
how they develop. Some don’t grow 
well, while others develop tall, upright 
stances, solid bulk, beautiful plumage, 
and healthy legs and combs.

Malay are amazing table birds and 
can be processed at several ages, 
depending on what you have in mind. 
Even from six to eight weeks, they 
are solid meat birds, appropriate for 
butterflying and barbequing. I prefer to 
let them reach full weight (around 16 
weeks) for roasting birds.  

The appealing thing about breeding 
Malays is that they can be processed 
basically at any age due to the abundant 
meat on their bodies. Both cockerels 
and pullets have magnificent, yellow-
skinned carcasses. They are tender and 
bake beautifully in a roasting bag. 

Defining Quality
for Generations
For over a century, Murray McMurray Hatchery has remained a trusted, family-
owned business, working tirelessly to ensure our poultry meets the highest 
standards. Whether you are an experienced enthusiast, or just embarking on 
the journey, look to McMurray Hatchery for guaranteed quality rare and Heritage 
breeds, low minimums, and all the supplies you need to raise your flock.

TM

FREE Shipping
on all full orders

of baby birds

M C M U R R A Y H A T C H E R Y. C O M      8 0 0 . 4 5 6 . 3 2 8 0

SCAN TO REQUEST A FREE CATALOG
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silkies

SILKIE 
CHICKEN  
FACTS 
Delightful 
Puffballs 
BY DOROTHY RIEKE

Photo credit: AdobeStock.

HAVE YOU EVER DREAMED of owning a "buddy" 
chicken that loves sitting on your lap and cuddling, 
a chicken with an entertaining personality, sweet 

temperament, and a gorgeous appearance with soft, silky 
feathers? Easily identified, they are the popular Silkie 
chickens, which resemble colorful puff balls that look more 
like bunnies with chicken legs. 

Silkies have been around for a long time, and while we 
don’t know precisely where the breed originated in Asia, 
most sources point toward China. Marco Polo wrote about a 
“furry chicken” he saw during his travels to Asia in the 13th 
Century CE.  

“…I have been told, but did not myself see the animal, 
that there are found at this place a species of domestic 
fowls which have no feathers, their skins being clothed with 
black hair, resembling the fur of cats. Such a sight must be 
extraordinary. They lay eggs like other fowls, and they are 
good to eat.” — Marco Polo, The Travels of Marco Polo the 
Venetian  

Ulisse Aldrovandi, a naturalist and writer in Bologna, 
Italy, wrote about "wool-bearing chickens" in a paper 
about chickens published in 1598. He also mentions certain 
chickens clothed with hair like that of a black cat.  Diminutive birds that look like they are wearing big, fluffy pants.

Photo Credit: AdobeStock.
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Physical Characteristics
Are all Silkies Bantams? The answer 

seems to depend on a region’s breed 
standards. Most North American 
strains are Bantam-sized, while Europe 
recognizes a standard-sized version, 
which is still a relatively small bird. 

APPEARANCE
Silkies come in a delightful array of 

colors: black, blue, buff, gray, partridge, 
self-blue, splash, and white. They have 
turquoise earlobes, five- or six-toed feet, 
black muscles and bones, with dark 
beaks, combs, and wattles. Their skin 
is also blue-colored. Adult birds weigh 
between one to two lbs. 

Their fluffy appearance is because 
their feathers lack functioning barbicels, 
which means that they are essentially 
covered in down. Silkies sport a large, 
puff-ball crest, “earmuffs,” and come in 
bearded and non-bearded varieties. They 
also have a vaulted skull, giving their 
heads a larger than normal appearance, 
and sometimes making them a target for 
other poultry. 

SEXING AND LAYING
In the early stages of life, it is 

impossible to tell the differences 
between males and females. They must 
reach seven to nine months of age 
before the hens begin laying eggs.   

Perhaps one disadvantage of this 
breed is that they do not lay as many 
eggs as some other breeds. Their eggs 
are Bantam-sized. They usually lay only 
80-155 cream or white-colored eggs a
year.

While they tend toward broodiness, 
some say that Silkies could "raise a 
rock!" They are, indeed, wonderful 
mothers, even raising foster chicks. 
Most Silkies are experts at hatching 
eggs too. A broody Silkie will usually 
accept any and all eggs placed under 
her. At times, while the mother and her 
chicks are exploring a yard or garden 
before the chicks are old enough to go 
searching for food on their own, the 
mother protects the chicks from picking 
up something harmful by giving them a 
little "bop" on the head to discourage its 
actions.  

DEDICATED TO PROMOTING AND
PROTECTING STANDARD-BRED POULTRY

Benefits include:
Quarterly Newsletter-Annual Yearbook
Officially Sanctioned Shows and Judges

JOIN TODAY-Dues: $20 per year or $50 for 3 years
Junior members $20 per year or $50 for 3 years

American Poultry Association
PO Box 9, Lucasville, OH 45648

Phone: 740-876-4845 -  Email:  apasecretaryadkins@gmail.com
Website: amerpoultryassn.com
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HEALTH
Silkies are susceptible to the 

same diseases and parasites as other 
chickens. So, it’s always important 
to have good flock biosecurity and 
readily available dust baths.

Because of their small size, they 
are not typically raised as meat 
birds. However, their dark meat is 
considered a delicacy, especially in 
Chinese cuisine. Traditional Chinese 
medicine practices recognize Silkie 
chicken soup as an especially curative 
food. 

CARE AND PERSONALITY
If you are looking to add some 

Silkies to your flock, you can buy 
them in straight-run batches from 
hatcheries. Remember, they are 
difficult to sex when young, and 
because they are fragile, most 
hatcheries won’t ship single birds. If 
you just want to buy a couple, look for 
them in the spring at your local feed 
store. Expect to pay $5 to $15 a chick.  

Silkies can be kept indoors in 
an apartment or in a chicken coop 
or in a small run. They cannot fly 
because they lack barbicels, but you 
should still consider using netting 
over your run to keep out raptors. 
Your birds will appreciate roaming 
about your yard and scratching in 
your garden for worms, grubs, and 
insects. 

You can feed your Silkies just 
like your other chickens and follow 
a typical age-appropriate feeding 
schedule. Chicks need a 21% starter 
feed which will last them until they are 
eight weeks old. Once they reach that 
age, 18% grower feed can be fed until 
the pullets begin to lay eggs. Then, 
they need 16% layer feed. Feeding 
oyster shell will aid in better shells on 
the eggs.  

ENVIRONMENT AND MIXED 
FLOCKS

Silkies are raised all over 
the world, in a wide variety 

DOROTHY RIEKE lives in 
southeast Nebraska, is 
married to Kenneth, and has 
one daughter. She has lived 
on farms all her life and has 
raised both chickens and 
turkeys.

of environments. They can be 
susceptible to too much heat. Like 
all chickens, make sure that they 
have access to shade, and when 
wet, that they have a nice dry bit of 
ground and a clean, dry coop. 

Mixing these chickens with other 
breeds does, at times, cause problems. 
Because they are small and calm, they 
are often bullied by other poultry. 
Also, they are often killed by predators 
because of their inability to fly. 

Owners
What are the responsibilities of 

Silkies' owners? Nutritious food must 
be made available, with clean, fresh 
water. They need areas where they can 
find relief from weather, escape from 
predators, and dirt where they can 
scratch and bathe. 

Silkies are friendly birds and easy 
to hand-raise. Some owners groom 
them and spend time enjoying their 
companionship. If you are searching 
for a "teddy bear" of a chicken that is 
incredible as a pet, then explore the 
Silkie breed. Truthfully, these little 
birds like being around people and 
have good temperaments.  

Raising poultry can be a wonderful 
activity filled with interesting, 
productive days. They contribute 
an abundance of eggs, fertilizer 
on gardens, aeration of the soil 
through scratching, free weed and 
pest control, and free entertainment. 
With raising Silkies, there are 
added benefits of building unique 
relationships with these adorable 
birds. 

Mom and adorable chicks. Photo credit: AdobeStock.

silkies
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ducks

Self-Color Ducks
Lavender and Lilac

BY CRAIG BORDELEAU

Photo credit: Craig Bordeleau.

AMONG THE SELF-COLORS 
of domestic ducks that come 
about from diluting extended 

black, lavender and lilac are unique. It 
takes a combination of dilution genes to 
achieve them. Extended black, a dusky 
base pattern, blue dilution, and the last 
being brown sex-linked dilution. Given 
the compound nature of the colors, they 
aren’t seen very commonly. It’s even 
difficult to find photos of what they 
look like on the internet. As someone 
who has developed a strain of lavender 
ducks, I can give information about 
how the genetics work and explain 
their appearance. These colors work the 
same genetically in chickens as they 
do in domestic ducks.  The information 
in this article can be applied to both 
species. 

Dilution Factors for Brown
In order to achieve these two colors, 

you need both dilution factors to 

display. Blue dilution is the easier of 
the two. It is autosomal and can be 
displayed with one or two genes that 
come from either or both parents. As 
long as at least one is heterozygous 
for the gene, a portion of the offspring 
will display it. Brown sex-linked 
dilution is a bit different though. It is 
attached to the male chromosome. The 
fastest way to introduce it into non-
brown birds is to use a brown male 
in mating. All of the female offspring 
produced by a brown male bred to a 
non-brown female will be brown. This 
happens because the males have two 
“Z” chromosomes and the females 
have only one “Z,” along with a “W.” 
All “Z” chromosomes need to have 
the brown sex-linked gene in order for 
the bird to be brown. The male can 
only give one to each of its offspring, 
so the female progeny will have what 
they need from their father while the 
males will only be halfway there. Male 

offspring will still carry the gene and 
can pass it on themselves. The same as 
if it had been a brown female bred to a 
non-brown male, only in that scenario 
the female offspring would neither 
carry nor display the brown dilution. 
Mating a chocolate (homozygous for 
brown sex-linked dilution) male to a 
silver (homozygous for blue dilution) 
female is the simplest way to produce 
a brood with all lavender females. 
Breeding these lavender females back 
to chocolate males will produce 50% 
chocolate and 50% lavender offspring 
of both sexes. 

Creating Lavender
Lavender is chocolate with the 

addition of one blue dilution gene. 
Birds of this color are a very soft 
purple/tan. As ducklings, they’re as 
variable in shade as blue ducklings, 
often times appearing blue until 
reaching the juvenile stage. Once their 
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feathers start coming in, they lighten 
rather quickly. Bills and feet stay the 
same slate blue or black you’d see in 
other blue diluted ducks that have no 
brown dilution genes. The males have 
lighter olive-colored bills and orange/
brown legs and feet. There are bleed-
through patches on females. These 
ink spots are chocolate rather than the 
black you’d see with self-blue. The 
chocolate in the patches is much more 
subdued and faded than the plumage 
of a chocolate bird with no other 
dilutions. Lavender birds also lack the 
green sheen seen with extended black 
and chocolate-colored ducks. Given 
blue diluted birds also do not display 
this feature, it’s safe to assume that 
gene is what is causing the lack of it 
in lavender. Aged white does occur in 
this color and increases with age.

Lilac
Lilac is built the same as lavender, 

only it has two blue dilution genes 
rather than just one. This further 
lightens the feathering, bills, legs, and 
feet. This color is to lavender what 
silver is to blue. In breeds that have 
a difference in shade between the 
sexes, the darker males have a very 
light purple/tan hue. The females are 
generally white-looking while the 
bills, legs and feet maintain a light 
purple/blue color. 

Buff Variations
In the absence of brown sex-linked 

dilution, a version of these colors is 
still possible. Buff sex-linked dilution 
works in the same way. The big 
difference is the shade. Buff dilution 
makes for a much lighter bird than the 
brown dilution does. This applies to 
feathers, bills, legs, and feet. Buff-
based lavender birds have a color 
that is close to straw but with a slight 
purple tinge to it. The color almost 
seems like watercolor paint over a very 
light blue surface. It is very unique and 
quite beautiful. What truly stands out 
on these buff-based lavender birds are 
the bills. They are a perfect example 
of the color lavender — a very soft 
purple. At the time of writing this 

article, I have not bred or seen a buff 
lilac duck. Although I’d venture a 
guess and say that they’d be lightened 
to the point of not having much 
plumage color. 

Both self-lavender and self-lilac 
are attractive and very rare colors. 
They are a bit of work to develop 
and maintain, but the effort is well 
rewarded. The years I’ve worked 
on developing and perfecting my 
lavender Cayugas are years I feel were 
well spent. And soon, lavender East 
Indies will be added to that sense of 
pride. If you’re looking for a unique 
color project that will turn heads — I 
would recommend trying your hand at 
developing lavender and lilac ducks. 

CRAIG BORDELEAU raises 
rare, threatened, and unique 
waterfowl in southern New 
England. He preserves heritage 
breeds, and researches domestic 
duck plumage genetics, as his 
main breeding focus points.

Duckbuddies.org

Email:
Duckbuddiesandsidechicks@
gmail.com

Facebook.com/
duckbuddiesandsidechicks

Both Cayuga ducks, 
the darker one on the 
left is lavender and 
the lighter one on the 
right is buff lavender. 
Photo credit: Craig 
Bordeleau.
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Photo credit: AdobeStock.

AS A YOUNG KID IN THE 
1980s, I remember our 
neighbor, Mr. Pangle, selling 

his farm fresh eggs at homes along 
our busy state highway. Although we 
had our own layers, my parents did 
occasionally buy a dozen from him. 
He was a modest man with a modest 
endeavor — one reminiscent of life 40 
years before my childhood. Before the 
large-scale commercial production of 
the 1940s, a batch of eggs came solely 
from someone’s backyard. Little did 
I know that many years later, I would 
emulate Mr. Pangle.

Selling eggs to neighbors, or at a 
local farmer’s market, is nothing new, 
but today, you can even sell them 
online. However, in 2012, I decided to 
follow Mr. Pangle’s example and carry 
my merchandise around with me to 
drum up sales. It looked like a lot of 
fun and fresh air, though admittedly, 
there appeared to be a few flies in the 
ointment. Sure, there would be plenty 

of rejection, steady exposure to the 
elements, and a few neighborhood dogs 
gnawing on my legs, but adventure 
called, and I had to answer.

Best Laid Plans
Soon, I was making final 

preparations for the arrival of my 
eggs upon the local culinary scene. 
My 11 young Dominiques had come 
on nicely, laying a total of about 10 
brown eggs per day. I had decided 
upon a competitive per dozen price 
of $2.50, which was slightly less than 
average for cage-free, medium, grade 
A eggs found in the local marketplace 
of that day. I even collected many tall, 
teetering stacks of cartons; so many, in 
fact, that they covered the entire top of 
the refrigerator. (I’m afraid I had to cut 
back a bit after an entire stack fell on 
top of my wife’s head more than once. 
Not good.) 

Once everything was ready, it was 
time to hit the road and make some 
sales. I grabbed a large cooler bag as 
soon as I had collected a few dozen 
eggs and carefully placed the cartons 
inside. It was an interesting, new 
experience, even though my chosen 
sales method seemed a tad archaic. I 
laughed as I lifted the bulky burden, 
looking like a wandering peddler of 
trinkets and baubles to every passerby. 
I only hoped that I wouldn’t “chicken 
out” at the last minute. I had very little 
sales experience up to that point, and I 
still suffered from the occasional bout 
of shyness around strangers. That is 
when I decided that going to my friends 
and selling to them first would be a 
great test of my sales patter.

Unfortunately, this plan did not 
work out so well. One of my friends 
expected a price break after presenting 
me with stacks of old, dusty cartons 
he had saved for many years. (Clearly, 
he had never gazed at the top of our 
refrigerator.) Another seemed to think 
that I should not charge him full price 
based solely on the fact that he is a 
friend, period, end of story. A third 
friend was certain that I had priced 

The 
Egg 
Peddler
Old-School 
Egg Marketing 
Revisited

BY MARK M. HALL
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them incorrectly and decided that he 
would pay me only $2.00, instead of 
my stated price of $2.50. All three of 
them thought that they were helping 
me by simply making a purchase. 
Perhaps I have learned not to sell 
to friends. Who wants to risk any 
amount of discord in a friendship over 
something so silly as the price of a 
dozen eggs? 

Ready, Set, Sell
From that time on, I sold eggs almost 

exclusively to people at work who were 
not close friends. The first one was 
Lloyd. Fiercely loyal, he convinced 
others to become buyers, too. His 
word gave me plenty of “street cred,” 
and sure enough, fellow employees 
sought me out on his recommendation. 
Everyone was willing to pay my set 
price, and most of them followed up 
with repeat purchases. They bought up 
all my eggs from then on, and just like 
that, my days of widespread rambling 
were over already.

However, one day, another potential 
hazard presented itself. Lloyd seemed 
rather agitated as he informed me that 
another employee, Mick, was muscling 
in on my egg business. Not only had 
Mick undercut my price, but his eggs 
were absolutely gigantic, I was told. 
This kind of stiff competition from 
within the ranks could completely 
devastate my little side business, Lloyd 
worried. I was indeed curious to see 
what was going on, and it wasn’t 
long until I sneaked a look at some of 
them. From a secret location, I spied 
Mick showing off one of his freakish 
dozens. Not only did there appear to 
be a few double-yolkers, but I was 
fairly certain that there were some 
duck eggs, and possibly even goose 
eggs as well. These monsters were 
indeed impressive, but to see them all 
squeezed together into a chicken egg 
carton with no chance whatsoever of 
securing the lid was a bit ridiculous. I 
couldn’t help but laugh as I crept away 
with my curiosity satisfied. As it turned 
out, I never again heard anything more 
about Mick’s eggs, and I did not lose a 
single customer.

Homemade Eggs
Sometime later, I actually did lose 

a customer for a completely different 
reason. Most egg buyers are used to 
factory curated eggs and are unaware 
of the variety of interior and exterior 
blemishes that naturally occur. To 
such people, an unexpected shell 
blemish or blood spot might seem 
like a harmless oddity or a rather 
shocking surprise. One gentleman 
from work found a blood spot in one 
of a dozen eggs he had just purchased 
from me, and the sight of it just about 
made him physically sick, he later 
told me. Unfortunately, the next one 
he cracked open also happened to 
have a blood spot. As it turned out, he 
was so traumatized by the disturbing 
discovery that he immediately threw 
away all ten remaining eggs.

Over the years, I redirected my 
focus to other areas of poultry 
management, and my time for egg 
sales diminished greatly. Ultimately, 
I kept only one consistent buyer, and 

now that he has retired, my occasional 
egg sales are by special request only. 
Who knows? Someday I may jump 
back in with both feet, for backyard 
egg peddling was enjoyable and quite 
beneficial. Besides teaching me much 
of what I know about the marketing of 
eggs, the experience provided me with 
valuable insight into human behavior, 
helped me earn some extra cash, and 
even brought me out of my shell. 

MARK M. HALL lives with his 
wife, their three daughters, 
and numerous pets on a four-
acre slice of paradise in rural 
Ohio. Mark is a veteran small-
scale chicken farmer and an 
avid observer of nature. As a 
freelance writer, he endeavors 
to share his life experiences in a 
manner that is both informative 
and entertaining.
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“Therapy Chickens” 
in Sydenham Garden

Naughty Chickens Help 
People with Mental Health 

Problems in London
BY SUSIE KEARLEY

SYDENHAM GARDEN, IN SOUTHEAST LONDON, 
is a valued community resource with a specific aim 
to promote the physical and mental well-being of 

residents living in South London. The garden is used for 
therapy and rehabilitation, education, creative expression, 
and to protect the environment through eco-friendly 
gardening methods. And it includes a flock of therapy 
chickens, all adopted from the British Hen Welfare Trust.

A Garden From Scrub
The garden was created on a neglected part of a nature 

reserve. Scrub and rubbish were cleared, and the community 
garden was laid out in 2005, specifically designed to exist in 
harmony with the wildlife, and the rest of the nature reserve, 
and to promote biodiversity.

A walled Victorian garden was restored with raised beds, 
herbs, and flowers. It was officially opened in April 2006. 
Then in 2011, a resource center opened as a hub for activities 
and administration.

David Lloyd is the coordinator of the Growing 
Lives project, which sets up sessions for adults with 
mental health problems and children with autism. The 
beneficiaries visit to grow flowers, cultivate food, and care 
for the hens.

David explains why there was a need for a community 
garden: “Our founders were a GP (doctor) and his wife. He 
was the mental health lead for his practice and kept having 
people coming back to him with long-term mental health 
problems. They’d tried medication and therapy; neither had 
helped. He spoke to them and found they weren't doing 
anything with their days, so they were suffering from social 
isolation and lack of meaningful activity — all the stuff that 
gives people a sense of self and a sense of pride.”

“So, they set up a small gardening club, acquired land, and 
got staff teams together. The project developed into what we 
have now.”

The Many Benefits 
Today, Sydenham Garden welcomes a mental health group 

three times a week. “We don't have anyone in crisis attend, 
because we don't have the expertise to deal with that,” David 
explains. “But we have a diverse range of people coming along. 
They're experiencing anything from low mood to schizophrenia, 
personality disorder, bipolar, depression, or anxiety.
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As long as we feel it's safe and 
helpful for them, we're happy for 
people to attend, whatever their 
challenges. We monitor their mood 
and physical health using clinical 
questionnaires and the majority of them 
report a significant improvement in 
their mental health and wellbeing.”

Helping People With 
Complex PTSD

The charity also works with asylum 
seekers and immigrants, and a lot of 
them with rural backgrounds can relate 
to the chickens because they used to 
have chickens back home.

“The asylum seekers we help have 
all been tortured and are suffering 
from Complex PTSD,” David explains. 
“They work in collaboration with a 
psychiatrist and use clinical tools and 
skills to deal with trauma.”

“They all come from Sri Lanka where 
a terrible civil war has been raging for 
decades. They're a long way from home 
and family, and unable to work because 
of government restrictions, so they 
don’t get normal validation. We give 
them big building projects, set them a 
goal, and let them work out how to do 
it. There’s a great sense of camaraderie 
on those projects.”

The sessions enable people to learn 
new skills, gain qualifications, and 
build self-esteem. By growing food 
to eat, they improve their diet, and 
by enjoying social experiences and 
connecting with nature, they feel more 
positive and have a happier outlook.

The chickens are a big part of the 
enjoyment. They can be naughty, as 
they do have a habit of eating the 
flowers, which are supposed to be sold 
to raise funds, but they're forgiven 
because they bring such delight to the 
garden.

David Lloyd of the Growing Lives project chats 
with a hen. Photo credit: Dawn Brockett.
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Non-verbal children with autism will 
chatter away to the chickens in a way 
they just can't with people.

Sydenham Garden's Chickens!
Today’s chickens aren't the original 

12 from the Welfare Trust.
“They got old and passed away,” says 

David. “We get new chickens when 
the numbers in the flock get low. We 
always get them from the British Hen 
Welfare Trust because it aligns with 
our values of providing sanctuary for 
people — or chickens — and giving 
them a second chance.”

“They're very cheeky. They get 
involved in everything we do in the 
garden. They’re friendly and scratch the 
ground around where we're working. 
They eat the plants we're planting, but 
they’re forgiven because they're part of 
the gang. I love them all equally!”

The chickens provide a lot of benefits 
to the people who come to the garden to 
relax and enjoy the activities. “They're 
really good for everyone taking part,” 
says David. “They're soothing; they 
calm people down and reduce anxiety. 
They get people engaged in projects 
and provide a distraction from their 
troubles. They’re also sweet and 
cheeky. People find it easy to bond with 
them.” Therapy chickens indeed.

Helping Kids With Autism
"For kids with autism, the chickens 

are particularly valuable; the children 
find it easier to form relationships with 
animals than with people. The hens are 
engaging and calming, and they make 
life more interesting.

“Non-verbal children with autism 
will talk to the chickens. They’ll arrive 
here uncommunicative, then come to 

Engaging with animals is a known therapeutic practice to help folks with PTSD.

Non-verbal 
children 
with autism
will talk 
to the 
chickens.
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SUSIE KEARLEY is a freelance writer and journalist who lives in 
Great Britain along with two young guinea pigs and an aging 
husband! In Britain she has been published in Your Chickens, 
Cage & Aviary Birds, Small Furry Pets, and Kitchen Garden 
magazines. 

facebook.com/susie.kearley.writer
twitter.com/susiekearley

life when they see the chickens and get 
all animated, chattering away."

The hens have an educational value 
too — they teach people where their 
food comes from and about animal 
welfare. They eat pests, providing 
a service to the garden's policy of 
sustainable agriculture, and they 
obviously provide the gardeners with 
eggs. They really are an important part 
of the Sydenham Garden team!

Hopefully, the Sydenham Garden 
model will spread, and spaces will be 
created in communities designed to 
provide education, therapy for mental 
illness, and peace for those who need 
a respite. And, of course, therapy 
chickens! 

Visit www.yardbirdpluckers.com
1160 8th Avenue  |  Cumberland, WI 54829  |  800-345-6007

Simple.  Fast.
Take the hassle out of backyard chicken 
processing.  Plucking a chicken by hand can 
take as long as 30 minutes.  

Yardbird has revolutionized this painstaking 
and messy process.  With the Yardbird, you can 
fully defeather two birds in 15 seconds or less!

Features:
Hands-Free Irrigation Ring
1.5 HP Electric Motor
Removable Tub For Cleaning
Simple Debris Collection

Take the hassle out of backyard chicken 

Discover 
New Loaves 

to Love ! 

Order today!
PRICE: $24.99; Item #9094

Call 970-392-4419, 
or visit  

Shop.IAmCountryside.com
Promotion code MBPPAMZ2
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BIRDS OF A FEATHER STOP 
LAYING TOGETHER
How Molting Chickens Reduce Egg Production

BY SHERRI TALBOT

poultry 101

EACH YEAR, ALL ACROSS 
social media, the cry goes out 
from hundreds of new chicken 

owners, as if with a single voice: 
“What’s wrong with my chickens? 
Why aren’t they laying?” Often 
the answer they get back is, “Your 
chickens are molting,” but follow-up 
information, when do chickens molt, 
why it happens, how this will affect 
the egg production, and how long do 
chickens molt are surprisingly hard 
to come by for the novice chicken 
breeder.

What is Molting
Let’s start with what molting is and 

why chickens do it. Molting chickens 
are rather like dogs shedding their 
coats. The old cells die, fall out, and are 
replaced. In chickens — like with dogs 
— this can happen slowly or relatively 
quickly. Slow molters tend to start 
earlier in their laying cycle and earlier 
in the year, and so are also referred to 
as “early molters,” while fast molters 
(sometimes called “late molters”) drop 
their feathers quickly and usually begin 
the process later in the fall.

SLOW MOLTERS
In slow molters, only a feather or 

two falls out at a time. Most of us lose 
a few strands of hair a day in combs or 
in the shower, but it never affects our 
overall appearance. While chickens 
don’t do this year ‘round like we do, 
signs of molting in these chickens are 
slight; they rarely look like they have 
even a single feather out of place. 
This causes them to sometimes also 
be called “soft” molters. Cochins and 
Wyandottes are examples of slow 
molting breeds. 

FAST MOLTERS
Fast molters lose a lot of feathers 

very quickly. This can be over a 
couple of weeks, and in some cases 
almost seems to happen overnight. 
Late molting chickens are often what 

LEFT: Photo credit: Angela Musto.
ABOVE: Grey Cochin is a slow molter. Photo 
credit: LDC, AdobeStock.
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cause new chicken owners to worry. 
Despite eating and drinking well, 
they can look shocking, especially in 
breeds where the feather loss happens 
suddenly. Don’t be surprised if your 
quick-molting rooster refuses to come 
out of the coop and hides in corners 
for a while — it’s embarrassing for the 
poor guy! Examples of quick molting 
breeds are Red Stars and Rhode Island 
Reds. 

Whether early or late, molting 
chickens are working hard to produce 
new feathers, which uses a lot of 
bio-energy. It’s always a good idea 
to provide some extra protein to help 
them along. Handle molting chickens 
with care because the incoming pin 
feathers are delicate and are filled 
with blood and will bleed a bit when 
broken. 

Reduced Egg Production
Aside from appearance, the biggest 

difference in molting types is egg 
production. Molting is stressful on 
a chicken’s body. Shedding their 
feathers requires that the chickens turn 
their nutritional resources towards 
new growth and maintaining their 
own body, rather than egg-laying. 
Therefore, all poultry owners should 
expect a drop in the number of eggs 
they receive during molting, no matter 
the diet they are feeding or tricks used 
to try and increase production. 

Hens that molt quickly tend to be 
more egg-productive in the long run. 
Their egg-laying rate drops to almost 
nothing during the molt, but only for 
a few weeks. Slower molters reduce 
their egg production during their more 
extended molting period, rather than 
completely stopping. Because the slow 
molt can stretch out for longer periods 
of time than the fast-molting breeds, 
soft-molting birds produce fewer eggs 
on average over the course of the year. 

It is not surprising then, that birds 
bred for strictly egg-laying purposes 
tend to be fast molters. Since the egg 
production only drops for a short 
period of time, fast molting chicken 
breeds are most often chosen for 
commercial egg layers.

FORCING A MOLT
Commercial egg facilities often 

artificially force a molt on hens in 
order to stagger production. This 
practice usually involves depriving 
the hens of food, light, and sometimes 
water in order to cause weight loss. 
Since stress and weight loss can cause 
molt, this method causes hens to shed 
their feathers out of season. This 
practice is illegal in much of the UK 
but continues in the United States in 
the industrial poultry sector. 

Even in backyard poultry flocks, 
some breeders support the use of 
lights to “trick” the hens into laying 
continuously rather than molting. 
While a number of studies have shown 
this does increase production in the 
winter, they all reported a marked 
decrease in production the following 
spring. Yearly production in these 
cases ends up being about the same. In 
addition, studies show that the use of 
bright lights in young birds can result 
in higher levels of agitation, feather 
pulling, and other negative behaviors. 

USING DIFFERENT BREEDS TO 
EVEN-OUT EGG PRODUCTION

For a backyard poultry breeder, 
working outside a chicken’s natural 
production is unnecessary. Instead, 
having a number of chicken breeds 

that have different laying cycles can be 
helpful to reduce the egg-laying “down 
time.” This can include using the cycles 
of the slow molters. For those hens who 
start earlier and take longer to molt, 
egg production may be reduced overall, 
unlike their later-molting counterparts. 
The fast molters rarely stop production 
completely. This means available 
eggs while the slow molters are still 
recovering. Many of the dual-purpose 
breeds fall into this category. Some 
of these birds, such as the Chantecler, 
will even continue laying sporadically 
throughout the winter without the use of 
artificial lighting. This use of combining 
multiple breeds can be a great way of 
providing a year-round source of eggs 
for a family or small homestead. 

SHERRI TALBOT is the co-owner 
and operator of Saffron and Honey 
Homestead in Windsor, Maine. She 
raises endangered, heritage breed 
livestock and hopes someday to 
make education and writing on 
conservation breeding her full-
time job. Details can be found at 
SaffronandHoneyHomestead.
com or on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/
SaffronandHoneyHomestead.

Knowing that molting can affect egg production will help you choose your flock. Photo credit: 
Angela Musto.
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MOST OF US HAVE occasionally seen an unusual 
animal being taken for a walk, complete with 
leash and harness. At one time, cats on leashes 

were a rarity, but not these days. Even chameleons on leads 
with their tiny harnesses can be seen from time to time. But 
chickens on leashes? Chickens in strollers? Why would you 
take a chicken for a walk?

Walkies for Chickens
Both exercising and exploring new environments are as 

important for chickens as for any other animal. Chickens 
get “exercise” naturally as part of their daily activities. The 
fact that chickens have an innate desire to roam, scratch in 
the dirt, flap their wings, and take dust baths is evident, but 

when circumstances prohibit these natural actions, chickens 
can become discontented, obese, and create discord in a 
flock.

Lots of backyard poultry parents move their birds’ runs 
or coops around to give the chickens access to fresh greens 
and new sights. When such shifts are impossible, taking a 
chicken on an outing is an interesting possibility to keep 
your birds healthy and entertained.  Also, walking your 
chicken will attract attention, giving you a chance to talk 
with others about chickens and chickening.

Ready, Set, Walk!
So, how would you prepare your chicken for a walk or 

stroller ride? Since most hens would be unlikely to follow 
you far from their secure area, and since a chicken away 
from home and unprotected would be in peril, you need a 
way to contain and control your charge. Getting a chicken 
to wear something while walking is not easy and takes 
patience. It will also take time, trial, and error for your 
chicken to trust what is happening when being removed 
from the flock.

Choosing a Leash or Harness
To start training for a leash walk, find a suitable pet 

harness, jersey, or a cloth restraint that will comfortably hold 
the chicken’s wings close to its body to prevent flapping 
but doesn’t interfere with leg movement. It should be only 
tight enough to remain securely in place and to close firmly 
on top with a loop or D-ring attached to accommodate 
a lightweight leash. Perusing a pet shop may produce a 
serviceable harness. Cat harnesses, for instance, are small, 
light, and made of soft cloth. 

Initially, choose a hen that is used to cuddling. While 
holding the chicken on your lap, wrap the harness loosely 
around its body. To start, just hold the harness around or 
against the chicken, but not really restraining the bird. Your 
aim is to get the hen to feel comfortable with something on 
its back.

Choose a chicken that is tolerant of you already, not one 
that is extremely skittish or difficult to catch. Reward the 
hen by giving her a treat after the harness is briefly in place, 
and another treat when removing it. As you gently put the 
harness on, cuddle your bird and “sweet talk” it. Eventually, 
you and your bird will feel comfortable with a stable 
harness, and with slowly setting the bird on the ground, 
leash attached, for the first time.

These procedures need to be repeated until you judge that 
you are ready for the first walking-on-leash trial, which should 
be brief and close to familiar surroundings. When you and 
your hen are ready, begin to explore new areas, and enjoy new, 
unpicked places that offer grubs and other delights.

“I realized I could use a leash and harness to take my 
chickens to friends’ yards, to help them with their pest 
problems, feed my chickens, and let them explore a new 

CHICKENS ON 
LEASHES?  

Or Chickens 
in Strollers?

BY ANITA B. STONE
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area,” says Lisa of Murano Chicken Farm. “It gave them 
time to practice leash walking.”

Going for short walks is the first step to gaining your 
bird’s trust to allay any discomfort or fear. Begin slowly 
since teaching a chicken to walk on a leash is not an 
easy task. Once learned, however, your bird will become 
accustomed to new adventures and enjoy new foods and 
sights along the daily route. On each journey, walk a little 
farther until the chicken trusts you. “I let my leashed hens 
peck around while the others forage,” says hen owner, 
Jaclyn Malagies of Florida. 

Strolling with Fowl
Another approach to “walking” a chicken (although not 

a physical exercise) is to use a stroller. This can be helpful 
if you have a chicken that must be removed or isolated for 
some reason, such as an illness, physical disability, or are 
being bullied, and walking is impossible. Conditioning a 
chicken to tolerate and eventually enjoy stroller excursions 
requires tons of patience and experimentation to assure 

ANITA B. STONE is a retired science education 
teacher, a reading specialist, an author, 
freelancer, naturalist, and a certified Master 
Gardener. 

that your hen is safely contained and that she enjoys the 
ride. Jaclyn takes two hens at a time, using a double-decker 
stroller. “My hens used to be stressed and sometimes just 
wanted to jump out during walks,” she says. “But after a 
week, they started laying down and enjoying the view. You 
can also add straw or hay to the bottom of the stroller for 
added comfort.” 

Exercise Caution
Whether using a stroller or leash, it is important to be 

aware that there are dangers associated with taking a chicken 
away from its protected area and exposing it to uncontrolled 
environmental conditions. Dogs, children, or other creatures 
may approach which would frighten the chicken, causing 
frantic attempts to escape. Keeping your birds safe is a 
challenge and every precaution must be taken even while on 
your own property.

In a stroller or on a leash, you must be alert. If leash-
walking, you should avoid masses of gravel or any other 
surfaces that might hurt your bird’s feet, such as broken 
glass. Check their feet before and after the walk, looking 
for scrapes, cuts, or bruises. For instance, bumblefoot is an 
infection caused by bacteria entering through a break in the 
chicken’s skin, such as a cut, a scratch, or even an irritated 
area. Because an injury may not show immediately, watch 
for limping, favoring one leg, curled toes, sore hocks, or 
swollen joints. Your hen may sit or rest more often than 
usual to avoid foot pain. 

If walking your hen is likely to expose it to hazardous 
conditions, “trying the stroller method might be a better 
choice,” says Jaclyn. “…or if you simply want to avoid leash 
walking and have more than one hen you want to walk, use 
a stroller.”

When getting a house-bound chicken out of its enclosure 
becomes important, taking it for a walk to enjoy new sights 
or find new foraging ground is an adventure regardless 
of which method of transport you choose. Seeing the 
“Little Red Hen” passing by in a stroller or on a leash is 
an arresting sight and sure to attract attention, creating the 
opportunity for education and socialization, for both you 
and your birds. 

Photo credit: Instagram @hen_named_ed.
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THE OLD IS NEW AGAIN
Neglected Breeds Get Modern Appreciation

BY CHRISTINE HEINRICHS
Crèvecoeur hen and rooster. 
Photo credit: slowmotiongli/Adobestock.

POULTRY HAVE ADAPTED 
to the needs of their breeders 
over the centuries. Breeds that 

were once important and influential 
lost ground over time. In the late 20th 
century, advances in genetics pointed to 
the importance of preserving that genetic 
stock. Poultry breeders are working to 
nurture breeds that, in some cases, had 
slipped down to a meager few flocks. 

“Restoring a breed is a long-term 
commitment,” said Jeannette Beranger, 
senior program director for The 
Livestock Conservancy. “It takes time 
and resources. If it was easy, everybody 
would do it.”

Genetics are Crucial
While the breeds of the past were 

coveted for their production qualities of 
meat and eggs, 21st-century flock keepers 
also value genetic preservation and 
recognize the importance of biodiversity. 
Breeders are always choosing which 
traits to emphasize over others.

Frank Reese of Good Shepherd 
Poultry Ranch in Lindsborg, Kansas 
sees underlying genetic issues 
threatening modern flocks. He offers 

the COVID pandemic as a parallel to 
the highly pathogenic avian influenza 
epidemic currently crossing the 
country. Morbid obesity, diabetes, 
and compromised immune systems 
predisposed people to serious illness 
from COVID.

Adding the limitation of total 
confinement for poultry, “That’s exactly 
what’s wrong with the industrial 
genetics,” he said. “All the biosecurity 
these plants say they’ve got isn’t doing 
a damn bit of good. It’s the genetics.”

“Balance, balance, balance,” he said 
of the principles that guide him in 
genetic selection for breeding. “The 
three important characteristics are 
skeletal, immunity, and reproduction. 
It’s no one single gene. It’s genetic 
selection of a type.”

Livestock Conservancy’s 
Conservation Priorities

The Livestock Conservancy 
champions all species of livestock, 
including four poultry species: 
Chickens, ducks, geese, and turkeys. 
Their Conservation Priority Lists 
classify breeds into five levels of 

concern: Critical, Threatened, Watch, 
Recovering, and Study. All breeds 
need constant attention to keep them 
genetically diverse and vigorous. 
When numbers are low, though, TLC 
encourages breeders to focus on 
supporting breed improvement.

Jeannette Beranger, senior program 
manager for TLC, has spearheaded 
projects to restore Buckeye and 
Crèvecœur chickens and heritage 
turkeys. Focusing on those breeds with 
special projects has succeeded in breed 
improvements and increased flocks and 
the total number of birds. 

The dual-purpose Buckeye is a friendly bird 
and active addition to any flock. Photo credit: 
Cavan/Adobestock.
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In the case of the Buckeye, the 
project led to the development of a 
master-breeder program “that has set 
the gold standard for expansion and 
selection of rare chicken breeds,” 
according to the website. Support and 
guidance for breeders are important to 
sustaining flocks. The breeders who 
keep flocks of breeds that have become 
rare are as rare as the birds they keep.

The heritage turkey project, over 
the decade from 1997-2007, saw the 
population of breeding turkeys increase 
from 1,335 to over 10,000. “The work 
is not done, but the 17 naturally mating 
varieties no longer teeter on the brink of 
extinction,” according to the website. 

Crèvecœurs, as reported in the 2020 
Backyard Poultry article “Crèvecoeur 
Chicken: Conserving a Historic Breed” 
in 2020, have benefited from the 
spotlight of a conservation project. 
From fewer than 100 breeding birds 
when Ms. Beranger started the project 
in 2013, TLC now counts over 800. 
Both Buckeyes and Crèvecœurs have 
moved from Critical to Threatened on 
the Conservation Priority List. 

Crèvecœurs are non-sitters, so 
Connie Abeln in Missouri keeps 
Nankins (Threatened) as broody hens 
for them and her Delawares (Watch). 
The Nankin Club disbanded due to lack 
of interest in the past year, but breeders 
continue to interact on the Facebook 
page. 

Good Shepherd Conservancy 
Mr. Reese, a national leader in 

heritage turkey production, also 
raises six breeds of chickens: Barred 
Plymouth Rock (Recovering), New 
Hampshire (Threatened), Rhode 
Island White (Threatened), Cornish 
(Threatened), Leghorn (Recovering), 
and Minorca (Threatened). His flocks 
are certified as meeting American 
Poultry Association Standards. That 
certification allows him to use it on his 
label, giving his products a marketing 
advantage.

“That’s real important to me,” he 
said. “I encourage that.”

Mr. Reese’s mission is to restore 
Standard breeds by increasing the 
number of birds being raised, profitably, 

on farms across the country. Supporting 
farmers who want to raise Standard 
breeds serves as a market alternative to 
factory farm chicken.

“We need to re-think farming, re-
think production,” he said. “Part of 
what I want the conservancy to do is 
teach the economics.”

On his farm, he collects and sells 
50-100 dozen eggs a week. That offsets
the feed bill, so he takes his profit from
the broilers.

“The farmers raising turkeys for me 
all make an extra $20,000 annually for 
six to seven months’ work,” he said. 
“It’s good income.”

Standard Breeds
Mr. Reese established The Good 

Shepherd Conservancy, a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit, to “safeguard biodiversity 
through the use of Standardbred 
poultry and historical purebred lines 
of livestock for agricultural use.” He 
advises that the first thing to do is join 
the American Poultry Association, and 
work only with Standard breeds. The 
six breeds he keeps are representative 
of the historic breeds that constituted 
the meat market from 1880-1950. 

The APA was founded in 1873. 
The poultry business supported many 
special interest poultry magazines 
during those years. Mr. Reese studies 
them to see what breeders were raising 
and what was selling. Federal and state 
agriculture publications tracked poultry 
products. The Barred Rock stood out as 
the most popular.

“They are such a reliable, consistent 
bird, they were highly prized,” he said. 
“Farmers liked them because they were 
so hardy and adapted to life on the 
farm. Their barred feather pattern is 
ideal camouflage.” 

E.B. Thompson, who served as APA 
president from 1912 to1914, dominated 
poultry shows with his Barred Rocks. 
His birds swept the top prizes at the 
Madison Square Garden show in 1897 
and continued through 1923. In 1916, 
he showed 97 of the 111 Barred Rocks 
in the show. 

In 1908, an eager buyer offered 
Charles H. Wells of Connecticut $1,000 
for his sensational winning Barred 

CHRISTINE HEINRICHS is 
the author of How to Raise 
Chickens, available through 
the Countryside store, and 
the Backyard Field Guide to 
Chickens, available on the 
MOTHER EARTH NEWS store.

Rock pullet, Fluffy Ruffles. Mr. Wells 
turned it down.

GS Conservancy Center
Construction has begun on the 

6,000-square foot barn that will house 
the Good Shepherd Conservancy 
Center Welcome Center. In April, 
the conservancy received a $75,000 
David Nutt Grant from the McPherson 
County Community Foundation to 
continue work on the Welcome Center. 
Future buildings include the Grand 
Exhibition Barn, Reception Hall, and 
Guesthouse.

“The GSCC will be a groundbreaking 
cultural landmark that draws a diverse 
new range of visitors to the area 
by anointing it as the center of our 
nationwide preservation effort,” Jed 
Greenberg said in an email.

Declining Breeds
Many other breeds, once popular 

and advertised by their proud breeders, 
are declining. They cover a wide 
range of colors, feathering, combs, 
and production qualities. Holland, 
Cubalaya, Java, Campine, Houdan, 
La Fleche, Malay, Redcap, Sebright, 
Sultan, White-Faced Black Spanish, 
Aseel, Buttercup, Catalana, Shamo, 
and Yokohama are all classified 
as Critical on TLC’s Conservation 
Priority List. 

All these breeds, and others, need the 
attention and dedication of thoughtful 
breeders. If you aren’t in a position 
to make that long-term commitment, 
consider how you can support breeders 
who are doing that work through 
financial support, poultry shows, 
and social media. It will take all the 
goodwill poultry fanciers can generate 
to save them all. 
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STOREY'S GUIDE TO RAISING POULTRY
This classic resource is the only book you need to naturally 
and humanely raise a wide range of poultry, from chickens 

and turkeys to waterfowl and game birds — even uncommon 
species, such as pigeons, emus, doves, ostriches, peafowl, and 

swans. Whether you’re running a farm or raising a few birds 
in the backyard, Glenn Drowns tells you everything you need 
to know about breed selection, housing, space requirements, 

behavior, breeding, birthing, feeding, health care, and the 
business of processing meat and eggs.  

#2155     $19.95     Sale Price: $16.99

POULTRY BREEDS
Poultry Breeds is a fresh field 

guide of feathered friends 
with stunning photos 

highlighting the beauty and 
unique attributes of 104 

chicken, duck, goose, and 
turkey breeds. Each profile 
outlines the bird’s history, 

physical characteristics, and 
common uses, with specially 

noted fun facts sprinkled throughout. This pocket-size guide is easy to 
use, and author Carol Ekarius knows her birds: she has been writing about 

livestock for nearly 20 years and has raised her own for decades.
#8162     $10.95     Sale Price: $9.31

BACKYARD CHICKENS BEYOND THE BASICS
A must-have for every backyard chicken keeper, Backyard 

Chickens Beyond the Basics goes beyond introductory lessons 
and explores the realities of raising a flock for eggs, and 

entertainment, of course! From odd eggs and molting to feeding 
and preparing for the seasons, this book covers the subjects 
beginner books don't adequately address and re-examines 
common knowledge that may not actually hold true. It's a 

resource to turn to time and again for expert advice to make 
sure your birds are happy, healthy, and productive.

#8313     $21.99     Sale Price: $18.69

KILNER SET OF TWO BUTTER PADDLES 
These practical yet stylish butter paddles are 

an essential piece of equipment for any home 
butter enthusiast! Make your own homemade 

butter and then use these butter paddles to add 
a finishing touch by molding it into decorative 

shapes of your choice. The deep grooves are also 
perfect for removing excess buttermilk to ensure 

your homemade butter is as fresh as possible.
#9635     $13.00     Sale Price: $12.00

THE CHICKEN ENCYCLOPEDIA
From addled to wind egg, crossed beak 
to zygote, the terminology of everything 
chicken is demystified in The Chicken 
Encyclopedia — an illustrated A-to-Z 
reference that is both informative and 
entertaining. Chickophiles will find breed 
descriptions, definitions of common chicken 
conditions, situations and behaviors, and 
more. Whether it’s the meaning of hen 
feathered, forced molt or quill feather, the 
content of granite grit, or the translation of a 
chicken’s alarm call, here are the answers to 
every chicken question and quandary.
#5834     $19.95     Sale Price: $16.96

STAINLESS STEEL BUTTER CHURNER
Want to add that old-school flair to your kitchen, but 
without the backbreaking work of a classic butter 
churner? Try out this stainless steel butter churner, a 

sophisticated and easy-to-use device that lets 
you turn whipping cream into real butter 
in minutes. Simply place the cream into the 

churner, turn the handle, and in as little as 10 
minutes you can enjoy fresh and delicious butter!
#9927      $49.99

HOW TO RAISE CHICKENS
How to Raise Chickens provides the answers to all your 
questions about raising and tending a happy and healthy 
flock. Whether you want to raise five chickens or 50, and 
have a 40-foot city lot or a 40-acre farm, the expert advice 
inside this book makes it easy to get started. Longtime 
chicken breeder Christine Heinrichs explains all the 
helpful dos and don’ts of successfully raising chickens, 
including: choosing breeds, housing and feeding, flock 
health, incubating eggs, and much more.
#9565     $19.99     Sale Price: $16.99

THE NEW RULES OF THE ROOST
The New Rules of the Roost addresses the problems that crop up 
when keeping backyard chickens long term. It covers a wide 
range of topics, including guidance on organic health remedies 
and disease prevention, pest management, organic nutrition, 
the best breeds for specific needs, and the simplest and most 
effective daily maintenance and feeding options. Readers will 
also learn how to introduce new chickens to a flock, manage 
aggressive birds, deal with mature chickens, and much more.
#9434     $19.95     Sale Price: $16.96

FIRST TIME CHICKEN KEEPING
Filled with down-to-earth, common-sense 

advice, this absolute beginner's guide for first-
time chicken keepers teaches you everything 

you want and need to know about raising a 
backyard flock. To get started keeping backyard 

poultry, you'll learn the benefits of a backyard 
flock, setting up coops and runs, proper poultry 
nutrition, living with brooding hens, and more. 

This fun, comprehensive guide is a perfect fit for 
your busy lifestyle!

#10878     $19.99     Sale Price: $16.99
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#5 BIG BITE MEAT GRINDER — 
0.35 HP

Get a premium grind in half the 
time with the .35-horsepower #5 Big 
Bite Meat Grinder! With a large meat 
pan (measuring 11-1/4 by 9-1/8 by 
2-1/4 inches deep), a rifled head (for 
easier second grind), all metal gears, 
and the ability to grind 4 pounds 
per minute, this will be the only 
grinder you need in your kitchen! 
Please allow two weeks for delivery. 
Available for shipment to continental 
U.S. addresses only.
#10082     $349.99     Sale Price: $329.99

TO ORDER, CALL 970-392-4419 or visit shop.iamcountryside.com  
Mention Promo Code: MBPPAMZ3 • Sale Ends 09/01/2022

THE ALL NEW BALL BOOK OF  
CANNING & PRESERVING

Organized by technique, The All New Ball Book of 
Canning and Preserving covers water bath and 
pressure canning, pickling, fermenting, freezing, 
dehydrating, and smoking. Straightforward 
instructions and step-by-step photos ensure 
success for beginners, while practiced home 
canners will find more advanced methods and 
inspiring ingredient twists.
#8030     $24.99     Sale Price: $21.24

MAXVAC 250 VACUUM SEALER
Seal up 250+ times without stopping! 
This industrial-grade vacuum sealer will 
extend your favorite foods' freshness and 
freezer life. Protect your meat, game, fish, 
vegetables or fruit from freezer burn and 
seal in the nutrients. The stainless steel 
construction is countertop friendly and 
built to last. An integrated roll holder and 
cutter saves you money. Includes auto 
and manual functions that allow you 
to control the vacuum time and keep 
delicate items from getting crushed.
#11525     $229.99     Sale Price: $209.99

PHEASANT, QUAIL, COTTONTAIL
Pheasant, Quail, Cottontail shows you how to 
cook small game like a pro: perfectly crisp skin 
over tender breast meat, melt-in-your-mouth 
braises and confit, stews, sausages, and more. 
The most comprehensive guide to preparing 
and cooking upland birds and small game, 
whether domesticated or wild, this book will 
be a valued companion for hunters as well 
as home cooks looking for new ways to cook 
store-bought turkey, rabbit or quail.

#8779     $32.95     Sale Price: $28.01

THE BARBECUE! BIBLE
Redesigned inside and out, The Barbecue! 

Bible now includes full-color photographs 
illustrating food preparation, grilling 

techniques, ingredients, and those irresistible 
finished dishes. A section has been added with 

answers to the most frequently asked grilling 
questions, plus the author's proven tips, quick 

solutions to common mistakes and more. Also 
featured is over 500 of the very best barbecue 

recipes from around the world. 
#11603     $24.95     Sale Price: $21.21

HENTOPIA
Hentopia will teach you how to keep chickens 

with less work and more joy! Free yourself from 
the burden of daily hen-tending tasks, and go 

on vacation without worrying about your flock. 
How? Turn your backyard into a hentopia: a 

chicken habitat that keeps your flock safe, 
clean, fed, and entertained, with less work left 

over for you.
#9358     $24.95     Sale Price: $21.21

MIXES IN A JAR
Mixes in a Jar is a culmination of author Renee 

Pottle’s years-long search for the perfect 
convenience food. In Renee’s collection of 106 
mix recipes, you’ll find the perfect spice blend 
for a pot of award-winning chili or a delicious 

minestrone; recipes for meals as diverse as 
Mulligatawny Soup and Creamy Ravioletti Salad; 
breakfast favorites such as Buckwheat Pancakes; 

breads for every meal, including Mulled Wine 
Muffins; and desserts for every sweet tooth. 

#11145    $24.95     Sale Price: $19.99

3 GALLON QUICK CLEAN 
WATERER WITH LEGS

This 3-gallon Quick Clean 
Waterer is the ideal waterer 
for any chicken coop. With 
5-inch legs that stand up and 
out of the bedding (to reduce 
soiling) and a lid that removes 
from the top (to make filling 
and cleaning easy), this item 
ensures your flock will always 
be well-watered. Available for 
shipment to continental U.S. 
addresses only.
#9344     $29.00      
Sale Price: $27.00

POULTRY CRATE
This is the perfect crate for safely moving 

birds around your farm. Featuring easy-
to-slide top and side doors, hand grips 

for lifting and carrying, and a heavy-duty 
plastic build, you can transport birds with 
ease. Dimensions are 30” long by 22” wide 

by 11.5” high, so this crate can hold 6 to 
10 adult birds (depending on size). Minor 

assembly required. Available for shipment to 
continental U.S. addresses only. 

#9332     $70.00     Sale Price: $64.99
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THE HOMESTEADER'S NATURAL 
CHICKEN KEEPING HANDBOOK

The Homesteader’s Natural Chicken Keeping 
Handbook is the modern homesteader’s 

guide to raising, feeding, breeding, 
selling, and enjoying the noblest animal 

on the farm: the chicken. Author Amy 
K. Fewell guides you in understanding 

chicken behavior, creating your own 
poultry business, setting up your property, 

purchasing chickens, cooking delicious 
meals with your eggs and poultry, and 

more. This is heritage chicken keeping skills 
101, with a modern twist.

#9498     $24.95     Sale Price: $21.21

THE CHICKEN KEEPER'S PROBLEM SOLVER
The Chicken Keeper's Problem Solver guides 

you through 100 common problems faced by 
chicken keepers. You'll discover in clear and 

simple terms what the underlying cause is and 
how to solve it. Each issue is tackled in depth, 

with photographs and diagrams, as well as a 
wide range of practical tips and useful insights.

#7704     $19.99     Sale Price: $16.99

STOREY'S ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO 
POULTRY BREEDS

More than 128 birds strut their stuff 
across the pages of Storey’s Illustrated 
Guide to Poultry Breeds. Admire the 
handsome Lakenvelder roosters, read 
the fascinating history of the Blue Hens 
of Delaware, and marvel at the toy-like 
appearance of Call ducks. This definitive 
guide to North American fowl includes 
breed history, detailed descriptions of 
identifying characteristics, and colorful 
photography that celebrates the birds’ 

quirky personalities and charming good looks. If it’s fowl facts and photos you 
want, you’ll find them all here. 
#4297     $24.95     Sale Price: $21.21

MILLIE'S CHICKENS
Watch Millie care for her suburban 

backyard chickens in this playful 
rhyming story. Then, delve into 7 

pages of educational endnotes to 
learn all about chickens, including 

anatomy and breeds, and 4 easy egg 
dishes to try together! A fun way to 

introduce kids to life sciences and 
where food comes from.

#11363     $8.99     Sale Price: $7.64

THE NEW LIVESTOCK FARMER
The New Livestock Farmer provides pasture-
based production essentials for a wide 
range of farm animals. Chapters discuss 
the unique requirements of each animal, 
and the steps it takes to prepare them 
for market. Profiles of meat producers 
highlight creative ways farmers are 
raising animals. Plus, readers learn about 
governmental regulations, butchering 
logistics, marketing practices, and more. 
This book is a must-read for anyone serious 
about raising meat animals ethically, and 
outside of the current system.
#7630     $29.95     Sale Price: $25.46

SORE JOINTS & MUSCLES SALVE
Sore from preparing your garden for 

planting season? The Sore Joints & 

Muscles Salve is made from certified 

organic oils and locally sourced beeswax 

without synthetic additives, fragrances, or 

preservatives.
#10462     $34.50     Sale Price: $31.05

BITES, STINGS & ITCHES SALVE
Tired of itchy bites and stings? The 

Bites, Stings, & Itches Salve is made 

from certified organic oils and locally 

sourced beeswax without synthetic 

additives, fragrances, or preservatives.
#10461     $34.50     Sale Price: $31.05
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BRAVO FEED GRINDER
Save money on the cost of feed and 
make feed that your animals like by 
making it at home with this Bravo 
Feed Grinder. The 110-volt hammer 
mill is an easy-to-use grinder that 
allows for at-home production of 
livestock feed and can plug into any 
normal house outlet. This grinder 
includes the grinder, bucket, and 
three sieves (measuring 4, 6, and 8 
millimeters). Please allow two weeks 
for delivery. Available for shipment to 
continental U.S. addresses only.     

#9335    $566.00    Sale Price: $550.00

POULTRYNET PLUS 12/48/3 
STARTER KIT (GREEN)

Everything you need to 
temporarily fence poultry in the 
backyard or on the pasture in 
one convenient package. This is 
the go-to starter kit if you plan 
to move your fence daily/weekly 
and have light or flighty breeds, 
such as Leghorns and Buttercups. 
Kit includes 100 ft. roll of 48" 
PoultryNet Plus double spike 
electric netting, four 48" FiberTuff 
support posts, Solar IntelliShock 
60 fence energizer, and 5-Light 
Wireless Fence Tester.
#8340     $492.80     Sale Price: $478.99

COMPLETE CROCK WATER SYSTEM
Encourage better hydration for your 
family by making pure, healthy water 
convenient. The Complete Crock Water 
System turns water from wells, streams, 
rain, and more into ready-to-drink water! 
This crock’s ceramic filter removes 99.999 
percent of bacteria, so you’ll always have 
access to clean water. Please allow two 
weeks for delivery. Available for shipment to 
continental U.S. addresses only.
#9287     $179.99     Sale Price: $169.99

STOREY'S GUIDE TO RAISING TURKEYS, 
3RD EDITION

This book has everything you need to know 
to raise turkeys successfully, from selecting the 

right breeds to housing, feeding, breeding, 
health care, marketing, and much more. With 
information on humane raising practices and 
pastured feeding methods as well as organic 

certification standards, and on-farm processing 
guidelines, this guide is essential for anyone 

looking to raise turkeys.
#720     $19.95     Sale Price: $16.96

HOME POULTRY PROCESSING KIT
Everything needed to process birds at home! 
This kit includes a killing cone made of 
galvanized steel for easy cleanup, a carbon 
steel, poultry sticker knife, and plastic shackle 
to hold the bird above the work table for better 
hygiene. Just supply a stock pot for scalding 
and you are ready to go. Recommended for 
folks with just a few birds to process in the 
backyard. Available for shipment to continental 
U.S. addresses only.
#8855        $87.00

STOREY'S GUIDE TO RAISING DUCKS
Dave Holderread provides the information 
you need to raise ducks successfully, covering 
everything from choosing the right breeds 
(including rare breeds and hybrid ducks) to 
breeding and rearing practices, feeding, housing, 
health care, butchering and much more. This 
thoroughly revised and updated second edition 
includes coverage of more breeds plus expanded 
information on facilities for ducklings, health and 
disease treatment, marketing, record keeping, 
color genetics and rare breed conservation.
#4648     $19.95     Sale Price: $16.96

YARDBIRD CHICKEN PLUCKER
Fully defeather a bird in 15 seconds or less 

with the Yardbird Chicken Plucker. With a 
high-performance 1.5 horsepower motor, 

the stainless steel drum quickly removes 
feathers and debris. The 110 natural rubber 

fingers ensure that feathers are removed 
without damaging the meat or tearing 

the skin. An irrigation ring that connects 
to a garden hose flushes plucked feathers 

out the shoot and into a collection bucket. 
Rubber transport wheels allow the unit to 
be easily moved from storage to worksite.

#11532     $499.99     
Sale Price: $479.99 + FREE SHIPPING

MAXI 24 ADVANCE FULLY DIGITAL 
24 EGG INCUBATOR

The Maxi Advance has been redesigned 
to hold more eggs and be even more 
flexible. The single ring egg disk replaced 
by an innovative mix-and-match 
quadrant system available in 4 variants 
allows users to incubate more eggs 
of the same size or eggs of different 
sizes simultaneously. Perfect for those 
new to incubation, it provides the 
convenience of automatic turning with 
the reassurance of digital alarms and 
count-down to hatch day.
#11527     $319.99    Sale Price: $299.99
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coming events

The Coming Events listing is gathered and provided by poultryshowcentral.com. 
Add your show listing on their website or send to:  

Coming Events, Backyard Poultry, 1503 SW 42nd St, Topeka, KS 66609 
or email: editor@backyardpoultrymag.com.  

To be included in the Backyard Poultry magazine listing,  
event details must be sent 90 days in advance.

ATTENTION: Due to the avian influenza outbreak, some events may be canceled. Contact event  
coordinators to confirm before show dates. Poultry Show Central is working hard to stay updated,  

but changes are being made daily and these events may end up being canceled.

ALABAMA
September 24, 2022 
Clanton, Alabama 
Alabama Bantam Club Young Bird Show
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Alabama_Bantam_Club.html

ARKANSAS
September 24-October 2, 2022         
Fort Smith, Arkansas 
Arkansas-Oklahoma State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Arkansas-Oklahoma_State_Fair.html

CALIFORNIA
August 3-14, 2022 
Ventura, California 
Ventura County Fair Open Poultry Show
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Ventura_County_Fair.html

August 4-7, 2022 
Crescent City, California 
Del Norte County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Del_Norte_County_Fair.html

August 4-14, 2022 
Santa Rosa, California 
Sonoma County Fair & Exposition 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Sonoma_County_Fair_Exposition.html

August 18-28, 2022 
Ferndale, California 
Humboldt County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Humboldt_County_Fair.html

September 14-18, 2022 
Watsonville, California 
Santa Cruz County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Santa_Cruz_County_Fair.html

September 23-October 2, 2022         
Lancaster, California 
Antelope Valley Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Antelope_Valley_Fair.html

COLORADO
August 26-September 5, 2022           
Pueblo, Colorado 
Colorado State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Colorado_State_Fair.html

GEORGIA
September 22-October 2, 2022         
Marietta, Georgia 
North Georgia Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
North_Georgia_Fair.html

IDAHO
August 19-28, 2022 
Boise, Idaho 
Western Idaho Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Western_Idaho_Fair.html

September 2-10, 2022 
Blackfoot, Idaho 
Eastern Idaho State Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Eastern_Idaho_State_Fair.html

ILLINOIS
August 2-7, 2022 
Woodstock, Illinois 
McHenry County Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
McHenry_County_Fair.html

August 4-7, 2022 
Warren, Illinois 
Jo Daviess County Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Jo_Daviess_County_Fair.html

August 6-13, 2022 
Georgetown, Illinois 
Georgetown Fair Open Poultry Show
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Georgetown_Fair.html

August 11-21, 2022 
Springfield, Illinois 
Illinois State Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Illinois_State_Fair_Open_Poultry_Show.html

August 16-20, 2022 
Morrison, Illinois 
Whiteside County Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Whiteside_County_Fair.html

August 24, 2022 
Peotone, Illinois 
Will County Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Will_County_Fair.html

September 4, 2022 
Kankakee, Illinois 
Tri-K Pigeon & Bantam Club Pigeon 
Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
TriK_Pigeon_Bantam_Fair.html

September 10, 2022 
Highland, Illinois 
Il-Mo Poultry Club Show
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Il_Mo_Poultry_Club.html

September 10, 2022 
Freeport, Illinois 
Illinois Pet & Game Breeders Society 
Fall Swap
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Illinois_Pet_Game_Breeders_Society_
Swap.html

INDIANA
August 6, 2022 
Shipshewana, Indiana 
Shipshewana Swap Meet
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Newbury_Square_Swap_Meet_Flea_
Market.html

August 13, 2022 
Kimmell, Indiana 
Wolf's Swap meet
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Wolfs_Swap_Meet.html
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August 14, 2022 
Knox, Indiana 
Golden Horseshoe Saddle Club Swap 
Meet
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Golden_Horseshoe_Saddle_Club_
Swap.html

September 3, 2022 
Spencer, Indiana 
White River Poultry Club Show
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
White_River_Poultry_Club_Show.html

September 9, 2022 
Knox, Indiana 
Golden Horseshoe Saddle Club Swap 
Meet
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Golden_Horseshoe_Saddle_Club_
Swap.html

September 11, 2022 
Knox, Indiana 
Golden Horseshoe Saddle Club Swap 
Meet
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Golden_Horseshoe_Saddle_Club_
Swap.html

September 17, 2022 
Shipshewana, Indiana 
Shipshewana Swap Meet
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Newbury_Square_Swap_Meet_Flea_
Market.html

IOWA
August 1-7, 2022 
Mason City, Iowa 
North Iowa Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
North_Iowa_Fair.html

August 7, 2022 
Walker, Iowa 
Walker Farmer's Swap & Flea Market
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Walker_Farmer_Swap_Flea_Market.
html

August 11-21, 2022 
Des Moines, Iowa 
Iowa State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Iowa_State_Fair.html

September 4, 2022 
Walker, Iowa 
Walker Farmer's Swap & Flea Market
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Walker_Farmer_Swap_Flea_Market.
html

September 10, 2022 
Maquoketa, Iowa 
Eastern Iowa Bird and Small Animal 
Swap
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Eastern_Iowa_Bird_Small_Animal_
Swap.html

September 17-18, 2022 
Waverly, Iowa 
Waverly Iowa Exotic Bird and Animal 
Swap
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Waverly_Iowa_Exotic_Bird_Animal_
Swap.html

September 24, 2022 
Grundy Center, Iowa 
Grundy County Bird & Animal Swap
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Grundy_County_Bird_Animal_Swap.
html

September 25, 2022 
Waukon, Iowa 
Northeast Iowa Bird and Animal Club 
Swap
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Northeast_Iowa_Bird_Animal_Swap.
html

KANSAS
August 7-13, 2022 
Coffeyville, Kansas
Inter-State Fair & Rodeo
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Inter-State_Fair_Rodeo.html

September 9-18, 2022 
Hutchinson, Kansas 
Kansas State Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Kansas_State_Fair.html

September 10, 2022 
Gardner, Kansas 
Heart of America Game Breeders' 
Association Gardner Sale
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Heart_of_America_Game_Breeders_
Poultry.html

KENTUCKY
August 18-28, 2022 
Louisville, Kentucky 
Kentucky State Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Kentucky_State_Fair.html

September 17, 2022 
Brownsville, Kentucky 
Green River Poultry Club, Inc. Fall Show
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Green_River.html

LOUISIANA
September 10, 2022 
Benton, Louisiana 
Benton Chicken Swap
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Benton_Chicken_Swap.html

MAINE
August 11-20, 2022 
Skowhegan, Maine 
Skowhegan Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Skowhegan_Fair.html

August 28-September 5, 2022           
Windsor, Maine 
Windsor Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Windsor_Fair.html

September 18-24, 2022 
Farmington, Maine
Farmington Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Farmington_Fair.html

September 23-25, 2022 
Unity, Maine 
Common Ground Country Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Common_Ground_Country_Fair.html 

MARYLAND
August 12-20, 2022 
Gaithersburg, Maryland 
Montgomery County Agricultural Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Montgomery_County_Agricultural_Fair.html

MICHIGAN
September 10, 2022 
Montrose (Montrose Orchard), 
Michigan 
Michigan Bird & Game Breeders Assoc. 
Sale — Montrose
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Michigan_Bird_Game_Breeders.html

September 25-October 1, 2022         
Hillsdale, Michigan 
Hillsdale County Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Hillsdale_County_Fair.html

September 30-October 2, 2022         
Birch Run, Michigan 
Blehm Backyard Chicken Show
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Blehm_Backyard_Chicken_Show.html

MINNESOTA
August 6, 2022 
New Ulm, Minnesota 
New Ulm Bird & Small Animal Swap & 
Sale Days
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Brown_Co_Pigeon_Poultry_Club_Swap.
html
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August 18-21, 2022 
Hutchinson, Minnesota 
McLeod County Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
McLeod_County_Fair.html

August 25-September 5, 2022           
St. Paul, Minnesota 
Minnesota State Fair 4-H Poultry Show
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Minnesota_State_Fair.html

September 9-11, 2022 
New Ulm, Minnesota 
New Ulm Fall Classic
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
New_Ulm.html

MISSOURI
August 11-21, 2022 
Sedalia, Missouri 
Missouri State Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Missouri_State_Fair.html

September 29-October 2, 2022         
Versailles, Missouri 
Jacob's Cave Swapping Days
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Jacobs_Cave_Swapping_Days.html

NEBRASKA
August 26-September 5, 2022           
Grand Island, Nebraska 
Nebraska State Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Nebraska_State_Fair.html

September 10-11, 2022 
Allen, Nebraska 
Love-A-Lop Swap
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Love_A_Lop_Animal_Swap_Meet.html

September 18, 2022 
Lexington, Nebraska 
Lexington Fall Exotic Bird and Animal 
Auction
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Lexington_Fall_Exotic_Bird_an_
Animal_Auction.html

August 4-7, 2022 
Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Cheshire Fair Poultry Show and Sale
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Cheshire_Fair.html

NEW HAMPSHIRE
September 29-October 2, 2022         
Deerfield, New Hampshire 
Deerfield Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Deerfield_Fair.html

NEW JERSEY
August 5-13, 2022 
Augusta, New Jersey 
New Jersey State Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
New_Jersey_State_Fair.html

NEW MEXICO
August 17-20, 2022 
Farmington, New Mexico 
San Juan County Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
San_Juan_County_Fair.html

August 22-26, 2022 
Portales, New Mexico 
Roosevelt County Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Roosevelt_County_Fair.html

September 8-18, 2022 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
New Mexico State Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
New_Mexico_State_Fair.html

NEW YORK
August 2-7, 2022 
New Paltz, New York 
Ulster County Fair Open Poultry Show
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Ulster_County_Fair_Open_Poultry_
Show.html

August 10-21, 2022 
Hamburg, New York 
Erie County Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Erie_County_Fair.html

August 14, 2022 
Dryden, New York 
Central NY Swap
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Central_NY_Swap.html

August 16-21, 2022 
Bath, New York 
Steuben County Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Steuben_County_Fair.html

August 24-September 5, 2022           
Syracuse, New York 
New York State Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
New_York_State_Fair.html

September 10-11, 2022 
Bath, New York 
Twin Tier Poultry Club
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Twin_Tier_Poultry_Club.html

September 11, 2022 
Dryden, New York 
Central NY Swap
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Central_NY_Swap.html

September 17, 2022 
Gouverneur, New York 
Northern NY Poultry Fanciers
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Northern_New_York_Poultry_Fanciers.
html

September 17, 2022 
Bath, New York 
Twin Tier Poultry Club Fall Auction
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Twin_Tier_Poultry_Club_Auction.html

September 25, 2022 
Cobleskill, New York 
Eastern New York State Poultry 
Association
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Eastern_New_York_State_Poultry.html

NORTH CAROLINA
September 17, 2022 
Taylorsville, North Carolina 
Carolina Chickenstock Taylorsville
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Carolina_Chickenstock_Taylorsville.html

September 30-October 9, 2022         
Winston-Salem, North Carolina 
Carolina Classic Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Dixie_Classic_Fair.html

OHIO
August 6, 2022 
Marysville, Ohio 
BLT Livestock Swap Meet
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
BLT_Livestock_Auction.html

August 15-20, 2022 
Norwalk, Ohio 
Huron County Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Huron_County_Fair.html

August 19-27, 2022 
Lima, Ohio 
Allen County Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Allen_County_Fair.html

August 21-28, 2022 
Wellington, Ohio 
Lorain County Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Lorain_County_Fair.html
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September 3-5, 2022 
Johnstown, Ohio 
Johnstown Swapper Days
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Johnstown_Swappers_Days.html

September 15-16, 2022 
Mt Hope, Ohio 
Mid Ohio Alternative Animal and Bird 
Sale
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Mid_Ohio_Swap.html

September 17, 2022 
Fremont, Ohio 
Fremont Pigeon Club Young Bird Show
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Fremont_Pigeon_Club.html

September 17, 2022 
Fremont, Ohio 
Fremont Pigeon Club Fall Show & 
Swap
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Fremont_Pigeon_Club.html

September 17-18, 2022 
Wapakoneta, Ohio 
Moon City Poultry Club
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Moon_City_Poultry_Club.html

September 24-25, 2022 
Lucasville, Ohio 
Lucasville Trade Days
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Lucasville_Trade_Days.html

September 25, 2022 
Eaton, Ohio 
Dayton Fancy Feather Club Swap Days
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Dayton_Fancy_Feather_Club_Swap_
Days.html

OKLAHOMA
September 29-October 9, 2022         
Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Tulsa State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Tulsa_State_Fair.html

ONTARIO
September 9-11, 2022 
Grassie, Ontario 
West Niagara Fair Poultry Show
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
West_Niagara_Fair_Poultry_Show.html

September 22-25, 2022 
Ancaster, Ontario 
Ancaster Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Ancaster_Fair.html

OREGON
August 10-14, 2022 
Grants Pass, Oregon 
Josephine County Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Josephine_County_Fair.html

August 16-20, 2022 
Canby, Oregon 
Clackamas County Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Clackamas_County_Fair.html

August 18-21, 2022 
Tygh Valley, Oregon 
Wasco County Fair and Rodeo
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Wasco_County_Fair_and_Rodeo.html

August 19-21, 2022 
Cottage Grove, Oregon 
WOE Heritage Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
WOE_Heritage_Fair.html

August 26-September 5, 2022           
Salem, Oregon 
Oregon State Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Oregon_State_Fair.html

PENNSYLVANIA
August 1-6, 2022 
West Chester, Pennsylvania 
Goshen Country Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Goshen_Country_Fair.html

August 21, 2022 
Dunbar, Pennsylvania 
Uniontown Poultry and Farm Products 
Association
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Uniontown_Poultry_Association.html

August 21-27, 2022 
Meadville, Pennsylvania 
Crawford County Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Crawford_County_Fair.html

September 10, 2022 
Mercersburg, Pennsylvania 
Snider's Elevator Poultry Swap B-S-T
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Sniders_Elevator_Poultry_Swap_B-S-T.
html

September 18, 2022 
Dunbar, Pennsylvania 
Uniontown Poultry and Farm Products 
Association
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Uniontown_Poultry_Association.html

September 24, 2022 
Halifax, Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania Avicultural Society 
Tailgate 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Pennsylvania_Avicultural_Society_
Tailgate.html

September 25, 2022 
Manchester, Pennsylvania 
Reading / White Rose Pigeon 
Associations Young Bird Show            
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Reading-White_Rose_Pigeon_
Associations_Young_Bird_Show.html

SOUTH DAKOTA
September 1-5, 2022 
Huron, South Dakota 
South Dakota State Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
South_Dakota_State_Fair.html

TENNESSEE
August 6, 2022 
Cleveland, Tennessee 
Flock Swap
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Flock_Swap.html

August 18-27, 2022 
Lebanon, Tennessee 
Wilson County Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Wilson_County_Fair.html

September 3, 2022 
Cleveland, Tennessee 
Flock Swap
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Flock_Swap.html

September 9-18, 2022 
Knoxville, Tennessee 
Tennessee Valley Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Tennessee_Valley_Fair.html

TEXAS
August 27, 2022 
Waxahachie, Texas 
Ellis County Poultry Trade Days
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Ellis_County_Poultry_Trade_Days.html

September 2-11, 2022 
Odessa, Texas 
Permian Basin Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Permian_Basin_Fair.html

September 8-17, 2022
Abilene, Texas 
West Texas Fair & Rodeo Poultry Show
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
West_Texas_Fair.html
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September 17-18, 2022 
Amarillo, Texas
Amarillo Bantam Club Show
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Amarillo_Bantam_Club.html

September 21-25, 2022 
New Braunfels, Texas 
Comal County Fair & Rodeo
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Comal_County_Fair.html

September 23-October 1, 2022         
Lubbock, Texas 
Panhandle South Plains Fair, Robert 
Bantam and Gamefowl

September 24, 2022 
Gilmer, Texas 
East Texas Poultry Trade Days 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
East_Texas_Poultry_Trades_Day.html

September 30-October 23, 2022       
Dallas, Texas 
Texas State Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Texas_State_Fair.html

UTAH
September 8-18, 2022 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
Utah State Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Utah_State_Fair.html

VIRGINIA
August 6, 2022 
Winchester, Virginia 
PS Pearrell Poultry Auctions
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
PS_Pearrell_Poultry_Auctions.html

August 20, 2022 
Winchester, Virginia 
PS Pearrell Poultry Auctions
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
PS_Pearrell_Poultry_Auctions.html

September 17, 2022 
Glen Allen, Virginia 
Gilmanor Swap & Sale
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Gilmanor_Swap_Sale.html

September 24, 2022 
Suffolk, Virginia 
Epps Farm Supply Co Livestock Swap
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Epps_Farm_Supply_Co_Livestock_
Swap.html

September 24-25, 2022 
Doswell, Virginia 
Old Dominion Poultry Association Show
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Old_Dominion_Poultry_Association_
Show.html

VERMONT
August 9-13, 2022 
New Haven, Vermont 
Addison County Fair and Field Days 
Poultry Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Addison_County_Field_Days.html

WASHINGTON
August 11-20, 2022 
Lynden, Washington 
Northwest Washington Fair (A.K.A. 
Lynden Fair)
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Northwest_Washington_Fair.html

August 16-21, 2022 
Chehalis, Washington 
Southwest Washington Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Southwest_Washington_Fair.html

August 25-September 5, 2022           
Monroe, Washington 
Evergreen State Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Evergreen_State_Fair.html

September 2-25, 2022 
Payallup, Washington 
Washington State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Payallup_Fair.html

September 9-18, 2022 
Spokane, Washington 
Spokane Co. Interstate Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Spokane_Interstate_Fair.html

September 23-October 2, 2022         
Yakima, Washington 
Central Washington State Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Central_Washington_State_Fair.html

WISCONSIN
August 4-14, 2022 
West Allis, Wisconsin 
Wisconsin State Fair
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Wisconsin_State_Fair.html

August 20, 2022 
Amherst, Wisconsin 
PK Small Animal Swap & Flea Market
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
PK_Small_Animal_Auction.html

August 20, 2022 
Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin 
West Central WI Pigeon and Poultry 
Club Summer Swap
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
West_Central_WI_Pigeon_Poultry_
Club_Swap.html

August 26, 2022 
Weyauwega, Wisconsin 
Waupaca County 4H Small Animal 
Swap
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Waupaca_County_4H_Small_Animal_
Swap.html

August 27, 2022 
De Pere, Wisconsin 
De Pere Small Animal Swap Meet
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
DePere_Small_Animal_Swap_Meet.
html

September 3, 2022 
Wausau, Wisconsin 
Northwoods Poultry Fanciers Club 
Show
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Northwoods_Poultry_Fanciers_Club_
Show.html

September 10, 2022 
Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin 
West Central WI Pigeon and Poultry 
Club Fall Swap
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
West_Central_WI_Pigeon_Poultry_
Club_Swap.html

September 10, 2022 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin 
Tri-City Riding Club Dale Carlson 
Small Animal Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Tri-City_Riding_Club_Dale_Carlson_
Swap.html

September 17, 2022 
Amherst, Wisconsin 
PK Small Animal Swap & Flea Market
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
PK_Small_Animal_Auction.html

September 24-25, 2022 
Portage, Wisconsin 
Wisconsin International Poultry Club
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Wisconsin_International_Poultry_Club.
html

WYOMING
September 16-18, 2022 
Laramie, Wyoming 
7220 Poultry Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/7220_Poultry_Show.html
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 FALL POULTRY 
GIVEAWAY

No purchase necessary. A purchase will not increase your chances of winning. Open to legal residents of the contiguous 
United States (excludes Alaska and Hawaii). Entrants must be 18 years of age or older. Sweepstakes begins 05/31/2022 
and ends 09/30/2022. See official rules online at www.backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/sweepstakes/fall-poultry 
Sponsor: Backyard Poultry, 1503 SW 42nd St., Topeka, KS 66609.

Enter for your chance to win one of three great poultry packages at:
backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/our-giveaways/fall-poultry-giveaway

More than 
$2,300 
in Prizes!

Grand Prize
• 5 lb. Grub Frenzy from Happy Hen • $100 of Pen Pals Poultry Feeds from ADM Animal Nutrition • 5 qt Poultry
Drinker, 7 lb. poultry feeder, 20 oz Manna Pro Hydro Hen, Manna Pro Omega Egg Maker Supplement, Manna Pro
Hen healer, Manna Pro Garden delight from Compana Pet Brands • $100 gift card and 10 lb. bag of Poultry Scratch
Grains from Kreamer Feed • 25 egg cartons (holds 12) from The Egg Carton Store • Hen Saver and Birdy Bootie
from Crazy K Farm • $100 toward live, day old poultry from Mt. Healthy Hatcheries • Yardbird Chicken Plucker from
Ardisam • ChickSafe Advance coop door from Brinsea • $25 gift certificate from Cackle Hatchery
$1,370 Value

Runner-Up
• Antimicrobial Poultry Care (8oz), Antimicrobial Hydrogel (8oz),
FoamCare Shampoo (16oz) from Vetericyn • $100 of Pen Pals Poultry
Feeds from ADM Animal Nutrition • Automatic drink stick with cups,
pressure reducing valve, 20 lb. hanging feeder, Wonder® Grubs, and
100 decorative egg cartons from Stromberg’s • 25 egg cartons (holds
12) from The Egg Carton Store • ChickSafe Advance coop door from
Brinsea • $25 gift certificate from Cackle Hatchery
$725 Value

2nd Runner-Up
• 5 lb. Grub Frenzy from Happy Hen • Coop refresher from Sweet PDZ
• Antimicrobial Poultry Care (8oz), Antimicrobial Hydrogel (8oz),
FoamCare Shampoo (16oz) from Vetericyn • $100 of Pen Pals Poultry
Feeds from ADM Animal Nutrition • 25 egg cartons (holds 12) from The
Egg Carton Store • $25 gift certificate from Cackle Hatchery
$360 Value
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IF YOU'RE 
READING THIS, 
SO ARE YOUR 
CUSTOMERS.

ADVERTISE 
WITH US!
To advertise in 

marketplace, email
adinfo@ogdenpubs.com
or call 800-678-5779

marketplace

CONNECT 
ONLINE WITH 

BACKYARD 
POULTRY:

backyardpoultry. 
iamcountryside.com

Premier1Supplies.com  •  800-282-6631

TROUGH 
FEEDERS

Contact us for all your 
poultry supplies!

Multiple capacities
Unrestricted access
Knurled feed-saving lip

PRESSURE COOKERS/CANNERS

SELF PRESERVATION  
FOR YOUR GENERATION AND THE NEXT

Designed & Manufactured 
IN THE U.S.A. SINCE 1930DOES

NOT USE

GASKETS
Visit  

www.allamerican1930.com
to find an online retailer  

or call us direct at 920-682-8627

Stacked with
Flavor

 Stacked with
Flavor
DISCOVER A

 delicious passpor t
TO A NOURISHING, 

ANTI-INFLAMMATORY LIFESTYLE
Call 970-392-4419 or visit Shop.IAmCountryside.com
Promo code: MBPPAMZ2

1

An Anti-Inflammatory Cookbook With 

Dairy-Free, Grain-Free & Low-Sugar Recipes

SHAWNA CORONADO

$24.
95

ITEM #9490
$24.

95
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ADVERTISE WITH US!
To advertise in marketplace, email

adinfo@ogdenpubs.com
or call 800-678-5779

*Makes up to 128 gallons with 1 tablespoon per gallon.

*Commercial quantities also available.
208-602-2844  •  www.DrJimZ.com

S1
58

11
2-
1

64oz Jug

2995*
+ Free Shipping!!

Best Natural Fertilizer On Earth
“Chicken Soup for the Soil® improves your soil by feeding the 

microbes and supplying all the nutrients most fertilizers neglect.”

± Grow higher quality fruits & vegetables 
with more color, better taste, less bug 
infestations & disease.

± Contains all the elements in the periodic 
table (sea nutrients, amino acids, humic, 
fulvic, and other herbal extracts).

± All natural, toxin free, & bioavailable.
± Non-leaching formula / nutrients 

accumulate over time.
± Perfect for gardeners, growers,

and farmers.

Grow higher quality fruits & vegetables 
with more color, better taste, less bug 
infestations & disease.
Contains all the elements in the periodic 
table (sea nutrients, amino acids, humic, 
fulvic, and other herbal extracts).
All natural, toxin free, & bioavailable.
Non-leaching formula / nutrients 
accumulate over time.
Perfect for gardeners, growers, 
ranchers and farmers.

“Chicken Soup for the Soil® improves your soil by feeding the 
microbes and supplying all the nutrients most fertilizers neglect.”

*Makes up to 128 gallons with 1 tablespoon per gallon. Full Money Back Guarantee!

*Commercial quantities available - Works On Pastures

888-394-4454 • www.DrJimZ.com

64oz Jug

+ Free Shipping!!
3495*

AdorStore
Automatic Doors for Chickens

Guineas, Ducks, Peacocks & Turkeys

Rugged Galvanized Steel
Direct sprocket drive - locks shut
1 year warranty
Complete and Ready to screw to wall
Does NOT need electric/solar
Runs a full year or more on a battery
Free battery included
Ideal for remote location
Manual over-ride & status indicator
Can be mounted inside or outside
Remote operation compatible with 
      wifi and home automation
Free shipping (excluding Canada and Turkey Door)

opens at sunrise
closes at sunset

(adjustable)

Allogic Inc/AdorStore
P.O. Box 217

New Ulm, TX 78950

Call or Order Online
832-444-0192 (voice or text)
email: info@adorstore.com

www.adorstore.com

Made in USA

3 Door Sizes (opening)

12.5”W x 20”H (Turkey)
10.5”W x 13”H (Chicken)

10.5”W x 9”H (Mini)

Shown with optional Canopy
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breedersBREEDERS DIRECTORY

Have birds for sale?
Advertise in the Backyard Poultry Breeders Directory for less than $4.50 a month. Your ad will be seen by more 
than 50,000 poultry enthusiasts. Call 866-848-5416 to get your advertisement in!

FREEDOM RANGER

Pennsylvania  

FREEDOM RANGER HATCHERY,  INC , 

187  N.  Windy  Mans ion  Rd . ,  Re inholds , 

PA 17569. 717-336-4878, Fax:717-336-3711.

sales@freedomrangerhatchery.com www.freedomrang-

erhatchery.com Black & Red Freedom Ranger chickens 

and gray Kosher King broiler chicks. Non-GMO option.

GAME BIRDS

Indiana

WOODSIDE AVIARY, James Kotterman, Peru, Indiana. 

765-985-2805. PHEASANT ENTHUSIASTS check this 

out! Displaying full color the Golden Pheasant, Ghigi 

Golden, Peach Golden, Lady Amherst, Silvers, Swinhoe, 

Elliots, Blue Eared, Brown Eared, and Temminck's 

Tragopans. NO CATALOG AVAILABLE. GIVE ME A 

CALL AND WE'LL TALK ABOUT THE BIRDS!

Massachusetts  

ANTONIO R. FERREIRA, JR, 49 Chestnut St, Seekonk, 

MA 02771.  401-465-1662.  Northern Bobwhite Quail 

Eggs, 25/$50. Chukar Partridge Eggs, 20/$50.  Postpaid.

ICELANDIC

Wisconsin

ICELANDIC CHICKEN, 6885 Bartlett Rd, Iron 

River, WI 54847.  Long-time breeders and most 

trusted source, maintaining quality, genetic diversity, 

pure Icelandic landrace chickens in North America. 

www.icelandicchicken.com. Ph: 715-372-5255. 

email:  davidwgrote@cheqnet.net

JERSEY GIANTS

Indiana

MARIA'S JERSEY GIANTS, Since 1977.  "Quality" 

Blue, Black, Splash, White Jersey Giant eggs, chicks, 

started birds, & adults www.mariasjerseygiants.com Cell: 

(502) 548-1075 (texting).

SILKIES

California  

AMBER WAVES, Bearded Bantam Silkies, Norco, 

CA specializes in DNA Sexed Female Silkies, Males 

are free to good homes. NPIP, BBB A+ Rating, 

5-Star Rated Breeder, Lifetime Support, Shipping

weather permitting.  Min of 2. https://buysilkiechicks.

com, ph 951-736-1076. Available Year-Round.

debbie@amberwaves.info.  Visitors by appt only.

VARIOUS

Alabama  

VALLEY FARMS HATCHERY, Ryan Kelsey, PO 

Box 2201, Muscle Shoals, AL, 35662. 256-314-2282. 

www.val leyfarmshatchery.com sa les@val ley

farmshatchery.com Chickens, Bantams, Ducks, Geese, 

Turkeys, Guineas, and More!. Hatching all breeds weekly. 

NPIP Certifi ed. Hatching/Shipping weekly.

VARIOUS

Illinois

CHICKEN SCRATCH POULTRY, Larry & Angela 

McEwen, 14025 Cty Rd 975 E, McLeansboro, IL 62859. 

618-643-5602. larry_angie@chickenscratchpoultry.com

www.chickenscratchpoultry.com Coronation Sussex, 

Light Sussex, Lavender  Orpington, Chocolate Orpington, 

Jubilee Orpington, Black Orpington, Black Copper 

Marans, Blue Copper Marans, Blue Laced Red Wyandotte, 

Crested Cream Legbar, Welsummers, Blue Ameraucana, 

Black Ameraucana, Rumpless Araucana, Olive Egger, 

Ayam Cemani, Maline, Silkies.

Iowa

COUNTY LINE HATCHERY, 2977 Linn Buchanan Rd., 

Coggon, IA 52218. 319-350-9130, Find us on Facebook: 

County Line Hatchery. Rare and fancy peafowl, guineas, 

chickens, ducks, turkeys, geese, bantams and more. 

Featuring Showgirls and Silkies. Most economical and 

diverse poultry assortment available.

Maryland

Missouri  

CACKLE HATCHERY®, PO Box 529, Lebanon, MO 

65536. 417-532-4581. cacklehatchery@cacklehatchery.

com  www.cacklehatchery.com 84 years of hatching and 

shipping baby chicks. Over 200 varieties.

Pennsylvania  

HOFFMAN HATCHERY, INC. PO Box 129, Gratz, 

PA 17030. 717-365-3694. www.hoffmanhatchery.

com Chicks, turkeys, ducklings, goslings, guineas, 

gamebirds, bantams, equipment. FREE CATALOG

Visit: 
Backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com

VARIOUS

Wisconsin

SUNNYSIDE HATCHERY, Beaver Dam, Wisconsin. 

920-887-2122. Shipping to North Central U.S.

only. Jumbo broilers, Leghorns, Blacks, Browns,

Reds, Rangers, Rainbow Eggers, Barred Rock,

Rhode Is land Reds,  Turkeys & Ducklings.

www.sunnysidehatchery.com New for 2022 —

Additional Heritage Breeds & Bantams.

WATERFOWL

California

METZER FARMS ,  26000K Old Stage Rd., 

Gonzales,  CA 93926. Year-round hatching. 

Nationwide shipping. Free catalog now, 800-424-7755. 

www.metzerfarms.com Ducklings: Pekin, Rouen, Khaki 

Campbell, Golden 300 Egg Layer, White Layer, Blue 

Swedish, Buff, Cayuga, Mallard, Welsh Harlequin, 

White Crested, Runners (Black, Chocolate, Blue, Fawn, 

& White), Saxony, Silver Appleyard. Goslings: Embden, 

White Chinese, Brown Chinese, Toulouse, Dewlap 

Toulouse, African, Buff Toulouse, Buff, Tufted Buff, 

Sebastopol, Pilgrim, Roman Tufted. Ringneck pheasants, 

French Pearl guineas.  

Minnesota

JOHNSON'S WATERFOWL 36882  160th Ave. NE 

Middle River, Minnesota 56737 218-222-3556 web- 

site- www.johnsonswaterfowl.com Breeds: White or Buff 

Africans, Giant Pekins, Silver Appleyards, Saxony, Black 

or Blue Magpies, Black, Blue, Mallard, White, Penciled 

and Emery Penciled Runners, White, Grey, Pastel, Snowy, 

Penciled, Black Bibbed and Blue Bibbed Calls.

B P
Breeders & Classifi ed 

Advertising 

October/November 2022 Issue 
Deadline is August 12, 2022

Mail to: 
BYP Breeders/Classifi eds

1503 SW 42nd Street
Topeka, KS 66609

For Rates;
Email: croberts@ogdenpubs.com

Call 866-848-5416 
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classifieds

Pickled
Please

to

$24.95
item #9505

If you’ve been considering canning your own pickled 
products, Pickled to Please is perfect for you. Author 

Tamika Adjemian has put together a well-rounded 
collection of methods and recipes for your first foray 

into canning that will make it easier than ever. 

a cookbook 
of creative 

mix-and-match
recipes for

pickled 
vegetables 

and fruits

Order Today!
Call 970-392-4419 or visit 
Shop.IAmCountryside.com

Promo code: MBPPAMZ2

Price does not include shipping and handling.

(Approval of an ad does not constitute an endorsement.)

CLASSIFIEDS

EGG CARTONS

THE EGG CARTON STORE Modern service and 

speed, old world quality and value. Over 40 years of egg 

packaging and marketing expertise! Egg Cartons | Filler 

Flats | Beautiful Colored Cartons | Poultry Supplies Call for 

GREAT wholesale / pallet quantity pricing! 866-333-1132

FREE SHIPPING on all cartons and fi ller fl ats.

WWW.EGGCARTONSTORE.COM

FREE

SOON Church/Government Uniting, Suppressing 

Religious Liberty," Enforcing  "National Sunday Law." 

Be Informed! Need mailing address only. TBSM, Box 

374, Ellijay, GA 30540. thebiblesaystruth@yahoo.com, 

1-888-211-1715.

POULTRY SUPPLIES

ALUMINUM CHICKEN TRACTORS

Great for mobile pasture raised chickens.

Call 785-289-3807.  

www.naturalgramma.com 

Come see us at the Ozarks Homesteading 

Expo, August 26-27th in Marshfield, MO.

Flat Rate Shipping — Just $8.95
Excludes Cabinet Incubators, Brooders, & Vaccines

(614) 595-8608
CluckAndCrow@reagan.com

TwinCityPoultrySupplies.com/store

TwinCity
Poultry 
Supplies

Hakes’

PRESERVING

ALL AMERICAN PRESSURE CANNER, the  only  

pressure canner that forms a metal to metal seal eliminating the 

need for lid gasket replacement. Offers large capacity canning to 

make pressure canning your meats, vegetables, and fruits easy. 

Easy Cleanup. 800-251-8824. www.allamerican1930.com
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Name: _____________________________________________________ Date: _______

Untitled
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S C L R T E N N E H K C O R E G D I R T R A P T

P A L S K U T M O A N M Q S L L A B T A E M I E

O L E W H L W I F H U E D L I E S S U S J N G A

S D S C O S A V M H Z Q K L P M Z B C Y V V N W

J Z A H X I O G Q C E A B R W N F H Q A S B R G

E U Q N I M O D B R B M I E U K O R M K M I W G

Y D C J H N C M A L A Y Z M Q T F C E G R T H A

N F Y R H M O L T I N G S P O O C L O O C R D S

Gold Laced Wyandotte turkey poults odd egg

molting Salmon Faverolles Silkies

parasites Shamo Cool Coops

Buttercup Egg Peddler meatballs

chicken strollers Dominque Turken

Hungarian Yellows Malay

Word Search
Have fun solving this word search! All the words are found in this issue of Backyard Poultry. 

Answer Key

just for fun

PARTRIDGE ROCK HEN 

TURKEY POULTS

ODD EGG 

MOLTING

SALMON FAVEROLLES 

THERAPY CHICKENS 

LILAC

LAVENDER

SILKIES 

PARASITES

MITES 

SHAMO

COOL COOPS

BUTTERCUP 

EGG PEDDLER

GOLD LACED WYANDOTTE

HOLLANDAISE 

MEATBALLS 

CHICKEN STROLLERS 

DOMINQUE

TURKEN 

HUNGARIAN YELLOWS 

MALAY

Name:_____________________________________________________Date:_______

Untitled

NXWGSRELLORTSNEKCIHCGMUG

UCZRKXVOEDCALILBEMXEUSQO

TEYSZWALASKPUCRETTUBYURL

HTSKHWPCOJITKIUGFSBSYTCD

ETSEVARJWOUAYEEPXQWXUNYL

ROAYTCMFESDBDZPIGOYCEWXA

ADLSAIXOSLMDUNTALXZFQYFC

PNMLELSFNVAJEUALIPIOGZVE

YAOHRGEAFQSVRGELFLXEJEKD

CYNYRUGRRCUKEYGULMMNJSHW

HWFBUVGPEAEXNNROVOYZEGFY

IGAYYRLEEYPATCDZWHHIHZTA

CNVGPFMHPDIVBJMEXSKDELPN

KIEWMWXOPRDXUDNIRLVWKQWD

EWRXFBUNACILAZWRIQIGZZTO

NEOFSLRGSXKHEECSZKXWDWST

SCLRTENNEHKCOREGDIRTRAPT

PALSKUTMOANMQSLLABTAEMIE

OLEWHLWIFHUEDLIESSUSJNGA

SDSCOSAVMHZQKLPMZBCYVVNW

JZAHXIOGQCEABRWNFHQASBRG

EUQNIMODBRBMIEUKORMKMIWG

YDCJHNCMALAYZMQTFCEGRTHA

NFYRHMOLTINGSPOOCLOOCRDS

Gold Laced Wyandotteturkey poultsodd egg

moltingSalmonFaverollesSilkies

parasitesShamoCoolCoops

ButtercupEggPeddlermeatballs

chickenstrollersDominqueTurken

HungarianYellowsMalay



BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM     97

www.LivestockConservancy.org

Malay [may-lay] - Malays are the basketball players of the 
chicken world.  They can easily reach 30’’ in height and can 
eat off of a dining room table! Egg color: brown

Malay

Show us your art skills by coloring this Malay!
Enjoy this coloring page, courtesy of illustrator Carolyn Guske and The Livestock Conservancy! 

Once you're done, snap a picture and send it to us via email at editor@backyardpoultrymag.com or
via snail mail at Backyard Poultry, Attn: Coloring Pages, 1503 SW 42nd St, Topeka, KS 66609.

www.LivestockConservancy.org

Malay [may-lay] - Malays are the basketball players of the 
chicken world.  They can easily reach 30’’ in height and can 
eat off of a dining room table! Egg color: brown

Malay
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A colorful selection of art submitted by our readers!

just for fun

1. ElleryHeikenfeld, Age 7, Ohio  |  2. Catherine Graf, Age 7

3. Cori Bowman, Age 7  4. Emerson Heikenfeld, Age 9, Ohio

5. Catherine Graf, Age 7 |  6. Jade Bowman, Age 11

7. Lucy G.  |  8. Lucy Grumbles, Age 11

9. Lydia, Age 13  |  10. Memphis Brown
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AdorStore
Automatic Doors for Chickens, Guineas, Ducks, Peacocks and Turkeys

Chicken Door
ADOR Mini

(opening 10.5”W x 9”H)

Chicken Door
ADOR1

(opening 10.5”W x 13”H)

Turkey Door ADOR2
(opening 12.5”W x 20”H)

ADOR1
Shown with optional Canopy

Opens at sunrise, closes at dusk (adjustable)

Rugged Galvanized Steel
Direct sprocket drive
1 year warranty
Complete and Ready to screw to wall
Does NOT need electric/solar
Runs a full year or more on a $3 battery

Best Product for Best Price
Ideal for remote location
Manual over-ride & status indicator
Can be mounted inside or outside
Remote operation compatible with 
      wifi and home automation

Allogic Inc/AdorStore
P.O. Box 217

New Ulm, TX 78950

Made in USA

Call or Order Online
832-444-0192

www.adorstore.com

Email: info@adorstore.com
Voice: 832-444-0192
Text: 832-444-0192




