
$5.99 US 
backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com

DO TURKEYS  DO TURKEYS  
NEED A COOP? NEED A COOP? 

SHETLAND AND  SHETLAND AND  
STEINBACHER GEESESTEINBACHER GEESE

CARING FOR CHICKENS  CARING FOR CHICKENS  
WITH SPECIAL NEEDSWITH SPECIAL NEEDS

SQUIRT:  
THE PIGEON THAT 

HATCHED  
A CHICKEN

PLUSPLUS

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER  2021  •  VOLUME 16, NUMBER 5

America's Favorite Poultry Magazine

BREED PROFILE:

@theeggbar
n



Defining Quality
for Generations
For over a century, Murray McMurray Hatchery has 
remained a trusted, family-owned business, working 
tirelessly to ensure our poultry meets the highest 
standards. Whether you are an experienced enthusiast, 
or just embarking on the journey, look to McMurray 
Hatchery for guaranteed quality rare and Heritage 
breeds, low minimums, and all the supplies you need  
to raise your flock. 

TM

MCMURRAYHATCHERY.COM  |  800.456.3280

Preorder your Spring chicks beginning November 2021



Some limitations apply. Go online or call for details.

FREE
SHIPPING

Including

EASY
FINANCING

Some limitations apply. Go online or call for details.

FREE
SHIPPING

Including

SALE! GoDRpower.com
Request your FREE PRODUCT CATALOG 

Online or Toll-Free at 877-201-8729

Do it Right with DR®

Tow-Behind
•  Rated #1 in 

vacuum power

•  Huge capacity  
up to 321 gallons

•  Folds fl at for 
storage

World’s Most POWERFUL Leaf Vacuum!

USA
ENGINEERED AND BUILT

 Assembled in the USA 
using domestic and 

foreign parts.

EASY 
1-hand
dumping!

Walk-Behind
•  For landscaped or smaller 

properties

•  Easy on/off 8-bushel 
collector bag 

•  Self-propelled  
models 
available

DRleafvac.com 

America’s Original 
Field & Brush Mower

•  Mow grass up to 8' high

•  Cut brush up to 3" thick

•  Engines up to 22 HP

•  Decks up to 34" wide

• Power steering

USA
ENGINEERED AND BUILT

Assembled in the USA 
using domestic and 

foreign parts.

DRfi eldbrush.com



contents  october/november 2021
08  Editor’s Letter

09 Photo Essay: 
 Sheltering in the Chick Chalet 

12 Something to Crow About

14 Flocks to Follow

16 Ask the Expert 
 Marissa Ames answers reader 
 questions about their flocks. 

22 All Cooped Up: Erysipelas 
 Lacey Hughett profiles flock 
 diseases, prevention, and  
 treatment. 

24 Flock Photos 
 The best of the best submissions  
 via snail mail and our social sites.

26 Chickpea and Egg Curry,  
 Fragrant Rice, and Aquafaba 
 By Rita Heikenfeld 

29 Chicken Paprikash and  
 Dumplings 
 By Hannah McClure

30 All-American Lemon  
 Meringue Pie 
 By Cappy Tosetti

32 Feature: Turkeys and Geese 
 Stories about turkey and goose  
 health, housing, and breeds.

33 Do Turkeys Need a Coop? 
 By Stacy Benjamin

35 Turkey Health Issues and  
 How to Avoid Them 
 By Jaclyn Krymowski

38 Pandemic Claims Turkeys  
 and Bees 
 By Ky Plaskon

41 Shetland and Steinbacher 
 Geese 
 By Kenny Coogan

44 Barred, Cuckoo, Mottled, 
 and Splash 
 By Doug Ottinger

48 Caring for Chickens With 
 Special Needs 
 By Rebecca Sanderson

3333

2626

4141

4848



Feed their EGGstra Chickenalities with

KALMBACH FEEDS®

Available at your local dealer or online at:
kalmbachfeeds.com/where-buy • amazon.com • chewy.com



50 Rodents that Can be a Problem  
 for Backyard Chickens 
 By Chris Lesley 

53 Meet the Prehistoric Chickens  
 at Barnacre Alpacas 
 By Susie Kearley 

56 The Legend of Red Bottom 
 By Mark M. Hall

58 The Victorious Virtuoso 
 By Mark M. Hall

61 Lamey 
 By Gina Stack

64 The Persistent Peacock 
 By John G. Moore 

66 Fresh Air, Sunshine, and Room 
 to Roam 
 By Dorothy Rieke

68 Writing With Chickens 
 By Susie Kearley

70 Advanced Chicken Math 
 By Ali Farhat 

72 Secret Life of Poultry:  
 The Story of Squirt 
 By Lacey Hughett

76 Breed Profile:  
 Narragansett Turkey 
 By Tamsin Cooper

80 Coop Inspiration:  
 3-Acre Homestead 
 By Emily Atlier 

85 Backyard Poultry Bookstore

88 Marketplace

89 Coming Events

94 Breeders Directory

95 Classifieds

96 Just for Fun

Or mail your entry to  
P.O. Box 1690, Greeley, CO 80632 
These adorable mugs are in the 
Backyard Poultry store. shop.
iamcountryside.com/collections/
merchandise

We’ll pick one random winner to receive a 
Backyard Poultry mug. Enter by 10/7/21.

5353

6868

Our August/September winner is  Thomas Greninger, Oregon.

Can You  
Find the Roo?
He looks just like this Roo.  
If you find him, visit  
backyardpoultry. 
iamcountryside.com/giveaways/ 
find-roo and let us know where 
you see him!

7272

contents  october/november 2021

ADM Pen Pals Poultry BackyardPoultryNutition.com 

Depend on us when they start laying 
for maximum egg production .  

Pen Pals poultry feeds are safely 
formulated to allow birds to efficiently 
develop strong, healthy bodies 
permitting maximum egg production 
after maturity has been reached.

Strutt your stuff in 
new Pen Pals gear!

Visit the website for 
Customer Rewards 

Program details.
Win this  
BYP Mug!



ADM Pen Pals Poultry BackyardPoultryNutition.com 

Depend on us when they start laying 
for maximum egg production .  

Pen Pals poultry feeds are safely 
formulated to allow birds to efficiently 
develop strong, healthy bodies 
permitting maximum egg production 
after maturity has been reached.

Strutt your stuff in 
new Pen Pals gear!

Visit the website for 
Customer Rewards 

Program details.



8     OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2021  |  BACKYARD POULTRY

On The Cover 

Nobody Here but Us 
Turkeys …  

Turkeys are the most affectionate 
poultry I’ve ever owned, even if their 
affection ranges across a spectrum 
depending on the season. 

Growing up, we raised Broad 
Breasted turkeys. Excited about their 
fast weight gain, Mom waited too long 
to process them. Then she tried to fit a 
50lb turkey into the oven on Thanksgiv-
ing Day. Luckily, Dad had a meat saw. 
We ate half of a turkey that day and 
saved the rest for later. 

My first turkey, as a married adult 
with kids, was a Broad Breasted 
Bronze. He was the sweetest tom that 
loved eating garden cucumbers out of 
my hands. Then, I went out of town for 
a convention and left my husband in 
charge. He woke late, drove the kids to 
school late, then opened the coop late. 
My poor turkey slipped a tendon un-
derneath all his weight. Too busy to do 
much else, my husband moved the tom 
to the mini-coop so he would be com-
fortable until I got home. The normally 
social bird was miserable. When I got 
home, he gave me the saddest chirp. 
I then decided to only raise heritage 
turkeys.

Broad Breasted turkeys don’t fly up 
on the fence to watch your neighbor 
hang laundry. They don’t camp out like 
gargoyles, greeting people walking 
down the alley behind your house. My 
tom never flew onto the window air 
conditioner, leaning his head against the 
vents to listen to tunes streaming from 
my iPod the way Salome the Narragan-
sett did. (Good thing. The air condition-
er might have broken under his weight.) 

While Broad Breasted turkeys put the 
pounds on fast for markets, a heritage 
bird allows you to take your time pro-
cessing — or not. You can keep them 
around for years, if you choose — or 
not. You can breed them — or not — 
and breeding doesn’t involve artificial 
insemination. The ease of birds enjoy-
ing natural abilities can help poultry 
owners in many ways.  

I’ve kept Blue Slate and Royal Palm, 
but Narragansett heritage turkeys are 
my favorite. So I’m excited to feature 
them as our Breed Profile, with a gor-
geous photo on our cover, and gracing 
another great story about whether 
turkeys need (or want) a coop. 

Have you kept turkeys? We would 
love to hear your stories! 

May your leaves fall softly and your 
harvest be plentiful, 

Ringo and Pumpkin Pie, Narragansett turkeys owned 
by Stacy Benjamin of 5R Farm in Oregon. Read 
Stacy's story on turkey housing on page 33.
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flock community

Proud mama to our small flock. 

Sheltering IN THE Chick Chalet 
BY KAREN RICHARDS

LIKE MANY FAMILIES 
sheltering in place during the 
pandemic, we found ourselves 

with the one precious commodity we’d 
had so little of in the past: time. Instead 
of running from task to task, errand to 
errand, appointment to appointment, 
we were home. There was no running. 
We took only essential trips. Groceries. 
Gas. Medical appointments. We did our 
best to make our home a haven for our 
family, amidst so much uncertainty in 
the world around us. 

That’s when we decided to raise 
chickens. We’d entertained the idea 
for years, going so far as to think up 
chicken names, how many we’d want, 
and how the coop might look. Now 
we found ourselves with the time and 
the opportunity to make this pastoral 
dream a reality. My husband Michael 
went to work right away in his garage 
shop, with carefully drawn plans for a 
mid-century modern coop, featuring a 
slanted roof, skylights, and a complicat-
ed dovetail pattern of reclaimed wood Holiday at the Chalet.

On the bench to grab some shade.
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flock community

for the front doors. He built hen boxes, 
hung roosting bars, and lined the coop 
with hemp fibers, and I hand-painted a 
sign: Chick Chalet. We chose names for 
the chickens before we picked them up 
at a farm outside Sacramento: Clemen-
tine, Sally, Hazel, Millie, Cantaloupe 
(my daughter’s choice for her gold-
en-hued Buff Orpington), and Bruv (my 
son’s namesake, pronounced with a 
clipped Cockney accent). 

Millie is the queen of the coop, a 
Speckled Sussex, dusty reddish-brown 
with white flecks on the tips of her 
feathers and a crimson comb. She is 
bossy and fast, herding the rest of the 
flock with her clucking and quick feet. 
Cantaloupe is the mother hen, with 
beautiful creamy feathers the color of 
lightly browned toast. She is curious 
and will eat seeds right from the palm 
of your hand as she fluffs her feathers. 
Bruv is a glossy Black Australorp, her 
feathers the greenish-black of spilled 
gasoline that flicker and change color 
in the sunlight. A skittish follower, she 
stays close to Millie and Cantaloupe as 
they circle the back lawn for bugs and 
peck at the wet grass in the mornings. 
Clementine and Sally are Amerauca-
nas, coveted for their blue eggs. Some 
robin’s egg blue, some aqua, some the 
saturated color of the sky in June when 
the wind has pushed all the clouds 

away. Clementine is the smallest, white 
with grey feathers intermixed and a qui-
et nature, while Sally is louder, brindled 
with mustard and brown feathers and a 
distinctive call.  

And then there is Hazel, or as she 
came to be known, Hank. True to 
everything else in a year of unexpected 
developments, Hazel turned out not to 
be a hen like her sisters but a rooster. 
When we brought Hazel home from the 
farm, she was the smallest chick, just 
six days old, with beautiful variegated 
feathers and a dark ring around each of 
her eyes. She was sweet and pretty, and 
when I sat with her outside in the eve-
nings, she would fall asleep in my lap. 
I fed her by hand and watched her grow 
from a tiny chick under the heat lamp in 
our laundry room to a tall, stately bird 
with a spill of black feathers cascading 
over her shoulders like an exotic cape. 
One morning — very early — we heard 
a noise coming from the temporary 
coop in the garage. 

Michael said, “That sounded like a 
rooster’s crow.” 

When we got the chicks, I knew we 
couldn't be 100% sure they were all 
females. Our town’s ordinance allows 
only hens in backyard coops. We ran 
downstairs on our bare feet and out to 
the garage. 

She didn’t cock-a-doodle-doo in the 

4

21 3

5
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1. Michael and our Australian Shepherd, Poppy, welcome  
the hens to their new home. 
2. Richards Family Flock eggs ready for delivery.  
3. The little chick that turned into a rooster. 
4. Our Australian Shepherd, Poppy, watching over the 
chicks. 
5. With our first egg last summer. 
6. Backyard chickens in the grass. 
7. Free-ranging with hens and Beau, our “pandemic 
pup.” 

traditional sense but reared her head back and let forth a 
slightly strangled call that was not a cluck. 

“Shoot,” Michael said. 
“Oh no,” I replied. “Does this mean we have to give her 

up?” 
I scoured the internet and my books on backyard chickens 

to find out how to tell a rooster from a hen at eight weeks. 
Currently, our single clue was the crowing.  

Michael quipped, “Guess we’ll have to call her Hank, 
now.” 

I bargained with him for more time so that we could be 
sure. There were rare cases of hens making sounds that 
sounded a lot like crowing. He humored me for weeks. But 
every morning, she crowed louder and louder. My teenagers 
Zoe and Chase woke to her crowing. I watched her grow 
upright and assertive, prancing around, black tail feathers 
longer and more pointed than the other hens. She was so 
beautiful. I had to keep reminding myself she was a he, and 
we couldn’t keep him. 

“It’ll be okay,” Michael said. “I know she was your favor-
ite, but we can get another hen, I promise.” 

I spent my last afternoon with Hazel sitting in the front 
garden, stroking the curve of his black head, letting him nes-
tle into the crook of my elbow. One last nap. I was never able 
to call him Hank. We were lucky to find another family rais-
ing an Ameraucana hen they wanted to pair with a healthy 
rooster so that Hazel would have a good home. That evening, 
the other hens stepped around and around the perimeter of 
the coop in a plaintive dance, looking for their companion.  

When you raise an animal by hand, some part of you pass-
es to them. They become your responsibility, your family. 
You make a silent pact to keep them safe, to be sure they 
have feed and water and a warm coop secure from predators 
like raccoons and coyotes. When I handed Hazel over, I 
knew we were saying goodbye. I had done all I could.  

My husband kept his word. The next morning, he suggest-
ed we drive up to Sebastopol to pick up two more chickens 
for our small flock: a “new” Hazel, an Easter Egger with 
brownish green eyes and feathers tipped in amber, and 
Adaline, a five-week-old Welsummer the color of cinnamon 
with yellow legs and a sweet tiny cluck. We brought them 
home in a dog crate and put them into the small pen in the 
yard with fresh water and feed. At first, they were quiet and 
timid, huddled together in the far corner against the wire. But 
after a while, they pecked at the grass and took sips of water 
from the green dish. 

I spent a few minutes holding each bird in my lap. Adaline 
settled in right away. She was the baby of the flock now 
and would need my special care and attention. True to her 
predecessor, the new Hazel was skeptical, peering over her 
shoulder at me. But I knew if I were patient and sat very still, 
day after day, she would become accustomed to me. She 
would join the circle of safety we had created, by and by.  

6

7
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Do You Have 
Something to Crow About?

We want to hear from you. Send questions, comments, opinions, advice,  
coming events, etc. to: Backyard Poultry Editor, P.O. Box 1690, Greeley, CO 80632  

or email editor@backyardpoultrymag.com. 

Our August/September winner is Tammy Thomas, Vermont.

Nest Robber 
I think that it consumed at least seven eggs.  

My count was down about that much. It was 
something to watch it crush the egg that was still 
in its throat. I do hope that it will move on to other 
critters. 

Carman Spadafora

Subscriber-Only Giveaway 
Enter online for a chance to win a  

Backyard Poultry tote!
One random winner chosen each issue during 2021. 

Winners will be contacted via email for current shipping 
addresses. If you don’t win, your entry remains in the 

contest to be considered again! 

backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/ 
giveaways/subscribers-only
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Do Chickens Have Feelings? 

I have to take issue with part of the article, “Do Chickens 
Have Feelings?” Under “Love and Empathy,” the author states, 
“Although chickens prefer to flock with familiar companions, 
there is no evidence of friendship bonds between adults.” 

My experience with several small flocks over the years has 
shown that not always to be the case. The experience that stands 
out the most for me was with my first flock of six chickens 
acquired as baby chicks a few days old. Within a year of two, 
predators had reduced the flock to only two, but those two 
survived for several more years, seemingly close friends, always 
together. 

Unfortunately, one morning we found that a raccoon had 
broken through the fence and killed one of the pair. For the next 
several weeks, the surviving chicken, Matilda, a red sex-link, al-
most continuously wailed and moaned, and made loud mournful 
sounds as she wandered around throughout the day, obviously 
grieving and looking for her companion. 

We felt so sorry for her, and eventually obtained more chick-
ens that hopefully could be her new companions. She hated 
them at first, but eventually got used to them, and finally seemed 
to get over the loss of her first companion. 

I believe chickens can and do develop strong bonds of friend-
ship with other adult chickens given the right circumstances and 
opportunity. 

Kriss Sands, North Carolina 

Hi Kriss, 
Thank you so much for your letter! I, too, have noticed bonds 

between certain chickens. They tend to hang out in cliques, and 
I’ve witnessed certain chickens helping each other out. Studies 
are constantly being done regarding chickens, and as is the way 
with science, one study comes out that negates another. 

I’m happy to hear that Matilda has friends again. 

Marissa Ames

Broody Girls 
I’d like to share this photo of my one-year-old 

Dark Brahma “sisters,” Harmony and Melody  
(nicknamed Thompson and Thomson by my son, a 
fan of the Tintin books). First one became broody 
in May, and then the other in June. Broodiness is 
definitely “contagious!” 

Anne Hagerty-Smith, Massachusetts

Lay a Little Egg for Me 
Greetings, Backyard Poultry folks. I enjoy history 

and, most of all, poultry/livestock-related history. In the 
June/July 2021 issue, p. 48 Sherri Talbot's article Lay a 
Little Egg for Me lists several pamphlets released in the 
1920s and '30s from the United States Department of 
Agriculture. The focus of the pamphlets was to encour-
age people to raise chickens for meat and eggs. This act 
is not only patriotic but took the pressure off the food 
supply chain of the day. 

Doing some research, I found several of them and 
have shared the web addresses:  

Brood Coops and Appliances, 1921.  
Four pages to screenshot.  
https://archive.org/details/CAT87205039 

Feeding Hens for Egg Production, 1924.  
PDF download.  
https://kb.osu.edu/handle/1811/90737

Poultry Houses and Fixtures, 1928. 36 pages; each 
one will have to be screenshot. 
https://digital.library.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metadc1758/ 

Knowing where we came from helps us move for-
ward, a history teacher I had once said. I thought the 
articles were very interesting. 

John Bailey, Tallahassee, Florida 

Mr. Bailey, 
Thank you for your kind words, and I'm delighted 

that you enjoyed the article. I have always believed 
that knowing where our food comes from should be a 
vital part of life and the history of backyard farming 
is certainly an important part of that. I look forward to 
reading the links you sent, and I hope you will continue 
to enjoy our content! 

Sherri Talbot, Saffron and Honey Homestead
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FOLLOW ALONG 
with our small flock 

journey on Instagram: 
@backyardpoultrymag

Flocks to
Follow

@backyardpoultry
@poultrymagazine

FOLLOW US HERE TOO!

TAG YOUR  
PICTURES with  
#backyardpoultrymag 
and you could be featured in our next issue!

@blueberryfie
ldsfarm

@carolinasugarberryfarmhouse

@ben
netth

omes
tead

@spitzbroshom
estead @jademblock

@theeggbar
n
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ask the expert

ALL-ACCESS MEMBERS can read hundreds of health questions and answers online and 
 submit their questions directly to our experts through LIVE CHAT: 

 backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/ask-the-expert/connect

ASK THE ExpertExpert Marissa aMes
Editor,

Backyard Poultry  
magazine

ASK OUR POULTRY EXPERT ABOUT YOUR FLOCK’S HEALTH, FEED,  
PRODUCTION, HOUSING, AND MORE!

TIMID CHICK 
I have 10 three-month-old chicks. I’ve had them in a 

smaller chicken coop until recently when it seemed like 
it was not enough space for them. So, I moved them 
into my big chicken coop. All the chicks roost together 
besides one that, ever since I’ve moved them, has slept 
out in the run behind the water container. She doesn’t 
appear to be unhealthy or being pecked by her sister 
hens. I don’t know if it’s a breed thing because all the 
others chicks are either Whiting True Blue or Whiting 
True Greens but the chick in question is a Sultan hen.  

I’m still very new to chickens so any help is  
appreciated. 

Thanks, 
Cory 

Hi Cory, 
It is most likely the breed, and she could be getting picked 

on when you aren’t looking; just not enough to leave a 
mark. Since chickens are such social creatures, I recommend 
getting her a friend of a similar, smaller, and docile breed. 
Another Sultan, or Silkies, and Mille Fleur D’uccle. While 
Faverolles are technically standard-size, they are exceptional-
ly sweet and docile. This time of year, a Silkie is probably the 
easiest to find since they seem to always be in demand. 

Good luck! 
Marissa Ames 

HEALING CHICKEN SKIN 
Good afternoon, Marissa. I always look forward to 

Backyard Poultry and wish one arrived every month! 
Perhaps you can suggest a treatment for my hen’s 

problem. I think she is a French Black Copper Marans. 
She was given to me about five months ago because 
the rooster in her pen/yard was plucking out her 

feathers that grew on her back in front of her tail.  
The feathers started to regenerate although never 
completely. Now, however, that area is becoming barer 
and redder and sore-looking. There are two other hens 
that share her very large yard and I have monitored 
the three and never witnessed any feather plucking. At 
5:00 pm the girls go into their loft and are shut in for 
the night. Could she be getting abused there? Aside 
from that, she lays an egg nearly every day, eats well, 
and the camaraderie is peaceful in their yard during the 
day. Is there a medicine I can apply topically? 

Thank you for your help.   
Judie Chapman 

Hi Judie, 
She could be getting picked on in the coop, especially 

since it would still be light at 5:00 pm and she wouldn’t be 
able to run away. New feathers are so tempting for chickens, 
because they are so rich in blood. If your other two hens are 
bored while they’re shut in for the night, pin feathers would 
naturally be the first thing they pick at.  

As far as helping her grow back feathers, I would suggest 
adding a few boredom-busting features to the coop, such as 
toys for the hens to peck at. Or you could lock them up later, 
when it’s dark. 

I also recommend getting a fecal test done on your hen. 
Though it’s rare and isn’t often listed as a symptom, brittle 
feathers and feather loss have been recorded as symptoms 
of Heterakis gallinarum (cecal worm) infections. If the test 
comes back clear, you will at least know that the parasite isn’t 
the reason for her skin and feather issues. 

Regarding products, there are many to choose from. To dis-
courage hens from pecking, I like Pick-No-More by Rooster 
Booster. It tastes nasty and chickens don’t like the goop on 
their beaks. The aloe vera and calendula are good for skin 
healing. Other healing products include Vetericyn Plus Anti-
microbial Poultry Care. Though it doesn’t contain bad-tasting 
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ingredients to discourage pecking, 
it’s amazing for wound care and skin 
healing. I’m a huge fan of Vetericyn for 
livestock injuries. Manna Pro also sells 
a product called Theracyn for poultry 
wound/skin care.  

Have you considered a chicken sad-
dle for your hen before putting her up 
at night? I don’t recommend any kind 
of chicken “clothing” as a full-time 
thing, since they don’t allow the skin 
to breathe and feathers to regulate tem-
perature, but putting one on her at night 
and taking it off in the morning could 
keep her safe during those hours when 
the other two hens have nothing better 
to do than pick on their friend. 

Marissa Ames 

Good morning, Marissa, 
Many thanks for your quick re-

sponse and healing suggestions. I 
will start by putting them up later in 
the day and then try other treat-
ments when I get to town to buy 
what I need. By the way, they don’t 
live in a coop but have free range in 
a large garden/yard. Thanks again.   

Judie 

YOUNG CHICKENS 
BEHAVIOR 

Hi experts, thank you so much for 
being there for us backyard chicken 
people.  

I've noticed when I get two new 
chickens and they bond, often they 
will run up to each other and jump 
up and down? It’s adorable, and I 
was wondering what this behavior 
means. I've seen it often with new 
girls when they are a bit older than 
pullets. 

Thanks, 
Geri Spieler 

Hi Geri, 
As adorable as that behavior is, they 

are actually challenging each other, siz-
ing each other up to decide who is boss. 

You may see hackles rising, as well. 
Often, this posturing is enough for one 
to decide that she doesn’t want to mess 
with the other, and she backs down. If 
she doesn’t, or if the other chicken is a 
bully, they will start to fight. Of all the 
animals I’ve owned, including poultry, 
goats, and rabbits, I find they all do it 
in some form or another. Meet, decide 
who is boss, then decide if they want 
to be friends. It’s kind of like humans, 
shaking hands and judging each other 
by the firmness of the grip and the tone 
of voice. 

Marissa Ames 
 

Hi Marissa, 
Thanks so much. This makes 

sense. And, they are adorable and I 
can see who is boss. They seem to 
do this every day, so I guess they 
need to repeat the behavior and 
see if anything has changed.  

Thanks again. 
Geri 

HURRICANE-
PROOFING A COOP 

My household is looking at build-
ing a bigger run for our six chick-
ens. However, we’re concerned 
about it being an insurance liability 
if it got loose as we have hurricanes 
here. Does anyone have advice on 
strategies to secure your run/coop 
in high wind and rain events? Thank 
you! 

Caitlin 

Hi Caitlin, 
Though I don’t live in a hurricane 

area, my area does get winds up to 
100mph (usually no more than 40mph 
in my area, though). Here are some tips 
that I use to wind-proof our coops and 
shelters: 

Either weigh down, or anchor, the 
coop. If you can build a “permanent 
structure” in your area, I recommend 

New  
coop 
lights!
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cementing posts into the ground before 
building onto the frame. Often, this 
requires a building permit. If you must 
keep the coop a “temporary structure,” 
meaning it’s portable and raised off the 
ground, you can pound T-posts into 
strategic points and use them to anchor 
the coop. Keep any floors low, so as 
little wind as possible can get under 
those surfaces and lift them up. Heavy 
building materials can also help; for 
instance, when I built my hoop house, 
I secured cattle panels to the frame to 
give it about 300 extra pounds. Also, 
avoid any eaves that the wind can 
catch; they’re attractive for a “house” 
look, but anything that sticks out can 
be a grabbing point for a strong gust. I 
like rounded tops in high-wind areas, 
because the air skips over the top rather 
than slamming against a side.  

For rain-proofing, consider a metal 
roof so shingles don’t rip off. Design 
shutters that can close during a storm, 
so sideways rain doesn’t soak your 
chickens but they can still breathe. 
Building a French drain, into the run, 
can manage pooling water. 

 Those strategies work in my area. 
I would be happy to reach out to our 
Backyard Poultry community for sug-
gestions. I hope this helps! 

 Marissa Ames 

CROSS-BREEDING 
I am growing local chicks, and 

have been wondering if I could 
cross-breed them to hybrid. Is that 
possible? If yes, how can that be 
done? 

Ronald 

Hi Ronald, 
 You sure can! With hybrids, they’re 

not infertile by any means, unless 
they’re a hybrid of two species (like a 
numigall, which is a chicken/guinea 
fowl cross). All chicken-to-chicken 
hybrids can breed and reproduce as 
long as their body type allows that. 
For instance, I would not recommend 

crossing anything with a Cornish Cross, 
as their large breast tissue may not 
allow the mating and a Cornish Cross 
pullet may not even live long enough to 
lay eggs. By breeding your local chicks 
to a hybrid, you are essentially creating 
the time-honored “farmstead chicken,” 
which will take advantage of the hybrid 
vigor phenomenon creating a stronger 
bird. But with so many genetic vari-
ables to consider, the color/patterning 
and comb structure is difficult to predict 
until the birds are fully feathered. But 
that’s the fun of farmstead chickens! 

Marissa Ames 

LEAVING EGGS TO HATCH 
If I am gathering eggs daily, then 

decide to let the hen hatch some, 
would I have to stop gathering any 
and then when enough eggs accu-
mulate in the nest, the hen should 
stop laying and start setting? How 
many eggs should be there before 
this happens? How will I know if 
she has been setting on them or if 
I need to start throwing them out? 
I’ve never had a rooster before 
when I had chickens. Just had them 
for eggs, but now I want chicks. 
Please teach me about this. 

Norrie 

Hi Norrie, 
First, you want to make sure you 

have a broody hen. If you don’t, then 
you can leave all the eggs in the world 
and they will just rot. A broody hen 
stays on the nest except for once or 
twice a day to eat and defecate. When 
you extend your hand to her, she puffs 
up and makes a dinosaur sound. Some 
broodies peck, and some even draw 
blood, but others just let you reach 
under them. A broody hen doesn’t lay 
eggs. She may naturally hide hers, then 
start setting as soon as she feels she 
has enough, and won’t lay more until 
those babies are old enough to fend for 
themselves. But it’s difficult to force 
this instinct as a chicken keeper, so it’s 

safest to just wait until one of your hens 
is broody. 

Some chicken breeds are broodier 
than others. For instance, if you keep 
Leghorns, you may be waiting a while. 
As in, a few years. If you keep Silk-
ies, they may go broody several times 
a year. Leaving eggs in a nest can 
encourage broodiness, but only with the 
breeds that are prone to going broody. 

Be sure she’s been dedicated to sit-
ting on a nest for at least a week before 
you give her eggs, to be sure she will 
tend to them. In that week, gather eggs 
from other hens. Store them pointy-
end-down in a cool location, about 
50-60 degrees F (not in a fridge). They 
won’t start developing until she sits on 
them, and she will only wait around 24 
hours after the first ones hatch before 
she leads them off the nest and teaches 
them to eat. Because of this, give her all 
the eggs at once, or she may abandon 
partially developed eggs that are still a 
few days from their hatch time. 

Once she’s successfully sitting on 
eggs, some chicken owners leave the 
hen where she is while others provide 
a safe and isolated place where other 
hens won’t invade the nest and break 
eggs. This nursery area can also be 
where she can raise her chicks while 
they’re tiny, so the chicks don’t eat the 
high-calcium layer ration. 

Though broodiness happens most 
often in the spring and early summer, it 
can happen at any time during the year. 
I’ve removed many broody hens from 
nests during the hottest summer days, 
when I didn’t want chicks and the coop 
was too hot for the hen’s health. But 
if she goes broody in the fall or winter 
and you have the setup to raise chicks 
in colder weather, then she will be more 
than happy to have a family. 

Good luck! 
Marissa Ames 

RAISING DUCKS 
Three questions: 
1. I live in Texas, where summer-
time temperatures often exceed 
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100 degrees F. How well do 
ducks tolerate heat? 
2. You talk mostly about ducks as 
egg layers. What about raising 
ducks for meat? 
3. You say ducks and chickens 
get along fine. But do you have 
drakes? I've seen mixed opinions 
on whether drakes will attack 
chicks.  
Thanks again for your thoughts 

and education. 
Steve Andrews 

Hi Steve, 
I’m happy to help answer these 

questions. 
I kept ducks in Reno, Nevada, where 

we exceeded 100 degrees F every 
year, usually with a high of 104-108 
degrees F. The ducks were fine. They 
need shade and fresh water, as much 
as chickens do. Though ducks can live 
just fine without a pond, they especially 
appreciate one during hot weather and 
mine often stayed on my tiny pond all 
day during the summer months. 

Most ducks are dual-purpose and 
great for eggs and meat. Favorites tend 
to be the Pekin and Aylesbury, for size, 
or the Muscovy because they’re very 
prolific and great moms, producing and 
raising sometimes four or more clutches 
each year. Other owners, who prefer 
eggs over meat, keep Khaki Campbells 
or Welsh Harlequins because they are 
quiet breeds with a high rate of lay, 
even if the carcass doesn’t dress out as 
heavily for meat. 

I wouldn’t recommend keeping 
drakes with hens. While roosters do not 
have a penis, and transfer sperm via 
a “cloacal kiss,” drakes have a cork-
screw-like penis which can injure or 
kill a chicken. And the hen will let the 
drake mount her, because of instinct, 
in the same way that a hen will crouch 
beneath your hand when she’s at point-
of-lay. I hope this helps! 

Marissa Ames 

MYCOPLASMA 
I got two Silkie roosters about 

six weeks ago. One of them had 
bubbles in his eye when I got him 
(no other serious symptoms, so I'm 
assuming just MG?). I treated both 
eyes in roo #1 (two years old) with 
Terramycin and gave Nutri-Drench 
in the water for the recommended 

 

time. Roo #1 still has bubbles in 
one eye but no other obvious 
symptoms. 

Roo #2 (seven months old) was 
not showing symptoms until two 
days ago. Again, roo #2 only has 
bubbles in the eyes but no other 
symptoms. They were raised to-
gether at the breeder’s, so I’ve kept 
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them together. They will be still be quarantined from 
the rest of my flock (in a stall in a barn) until symptoms 
are gone for 30 days. Both roos are crowing, eating, 
and drinking normally. 

Here are my questions: 
1. I know Mycoplasma is “slow-spreading,” but is 
there any standard about how long it takes to run it? 
2. Should I repeat any treatments until the symptoms 
are gone? 
3. I know they are carriers for life, but will they still be 
contagious if they don't have symptoms? 
4. If my other flock has never shown any symptoms 
of respiratory disease, should I just plan on housing 
my roos completely separate since the roos will be 
carriers for life? 
Thanks in advance for your help! 

Courtney 

Hi Courtney, 
If I understand what you’re saying, you have NOT had 

your birds tested, and eye discharge is the only symptom, 
correct? Mycoplasma gallisepticum is, above all else, a re-
spiratory infection, so respiratory problems generally present 
more often than ocular discharge. Also, those eye bubbles can 
result from several other diseases, including highly surviv-
able infectious bronchitis. I recommend getting your roosters 
tested via serology to determine if they do, indeed, have My-
coplasma. This can help you determine your plan from here. 

How fast does Mycoplasma spread? That depends on how 
it spreads. When transmitted horizontally (via aerosols or 
contaminated food/water), it has an incubation period of six 
to 10 days. Vertically (in-ovo), it takes however long that spe-
cies needs to hatch from an egg. Also, infected chickens usu-
ally only spread the disease when it flares up due to stress. 

Should you repeat the treatments? Neither the Terramycin 
in the eyes nor the Nutri-Drench will harm them. You can 
also provide Nutri-Drench for the rest of your flock to boost 
health as a preventative. The Terramycin is bound to get 
expensive, though. It’s a wonderful medication but it can be 
costly, so you might consider switching to a less-expensive 
ophthalmic product. 

The Merck Veterinary Manual says chickens are contagious 
when they show symptoms. It doesn’t specifically say that 
your roosters cannot spread the disease if they don’t show 
symptoms, but it also says the disease can spread via fomites 
(sticking to your shoes as you move from coop to coop), 
and the bacterium can live on/in fomites for days to weeks, 
depending on how clean and dry the surface is. However, the 
disease may appear latent and you may think it’s safe to add 
the roosters to your flock or relax your biosecurity proto-
cols. Then stress (weather extremes, other illnesses, predator 

attacks, or just an autumn molt) can make the disease flare 
up again. 

Overall, my best advice is to obtain a serology test to 
determine whether Mycoplasma is, indeed, the problematic 
disease. I hope this helps, and I hope it provides the answers 
you need for a healthy and happy flock. 

Marissa Ames 

ASCITES 
Just wondering if I can have some help with differen-

tiation (in the early stages) between an egg-bound hen 
and water belly (which I had not heard of in chickens 
before last evening). As a retired registered nurse, I 
have taken care of plenty of humans with liver prob-
lems, but never thought of this in a chicken. 

I had a Bantam hen, not sure of the age, as I have 
about 50 hens of various breeds and ages. I figure she 
was at least five years old. Several days ago, she was 
walking like a penguin, so I thought she was egg-
bound. Another hen was attacking her so she was 
moved into the horse barn, where I started Epsom salt 
baths, abdominal massages, and gave her crushed 
TUMS. I noted she was eating very poorly but would 
drink water and eat watermelon. I was struck at the 
feathers missing from her abdomen which was softly 
distended. I was not able to find an egg inside her 
when I checked. This went on for a couple of days until 
I noted that she was becoming a little short of breath. 
She was taken to an exotic pet vet who quickly diag-
nosed water belly. At this point, I was faced with the 
decision to try and save her or that difficult decision 
that all pet owners face, to humanely euthanize (which 
was done).  

So, what can I do to be more proactive in the future 
if I ever have to face this again? What do I look for?  
Could I have prevented this from happening? I hate 
the thought that she suffered for a few days. I just 
wish animals could tell us where they hurt and what is 
wrong! 

Denise Dragovich, Washington 

Hi Denise, 
I’m sorry for the loss of your hen. Humane euthanasia is 

often the best route in this case, because at that point there’s 
most likely nothing you could have done. 

Three things cause water belly: One is ingestion of 
something foreign or toxic. Second is peritonitis, where a 
chicken lays an egg internally instead of passing it through 
the oviduct, which results in inflammation and potentially a 
secondary infection. (When a chicken walks like a penguin, 
it’s usually peritonitis.) Third is organ failure, resulting in 
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edema. 
Of all these, the only one you could 

prevent is ingestion of something 
foreign or toxic. Sometimes the chicken 
can recover from peritonitis with veter-
inary measures such as anti-inflamma-
tories, antibiotics, and surgery; at this 
point, it’s up to you to decide whether 
the cost is an option. With organ failure, 
we can’t do much but keep them com-
fortable and help them along their way. 

Often the hardest experiences, when 
keeping animals, is wondering what 
we might have done differently, then 
learning there wasn’t much we could 
have done. It sounds like you responded 
to the condition in the best way for your 
hen. 

Marissa Ames 

FEATHER LOSS 
For the life of me I cannot figure 

out why my hens have a bald patch 
in the middle of their backs. They 
free-range during the day, stay in 
the coop at night, and I don’t see 
any feather picking. I do have two 
roosters with 15 hens but they 
cause feather loss on the backs of 
their wings from claws, and that’s 
in a different area. I don’t think the 
bald patch is due to molting either 
because the chickens would molt 
everywhere not just in the middle of 
their backs. Have you got any idea 
what is going on? 

I’d appreciate your feedback! 
Thanks, Heather Bosch 

Hi Heather, 
Feather loss on the backs generally 

happens because of roosters, as the 
claws grab there, as well, to hold on 
during mating. Chicken saddles address 
this problem. Hens can also lose feath-
ers on the head, just behind the comb, 
where the rooster grabs with his beak. 

Other notable reasons for feather loss 
include stress (including hot weather, 
even if your birds are otherwise well-
cared-for), molting, illness such as vent 

gleet that causes overall bad heath, and 
either internal or external parasites. 
Lice and mites affect the feather shaft; 
in addition, they irritate the skin so the 
chicken may respond by plucking their 
own feathers. Worms such as Heterakis 
gallinarum (a cecal worm) can also 
cause feather loss. 

Regarding whether the issue is due to 
molt: many chickens molt differently. 
They can undergo a hard molt, where 
it seems they drop all their feathers 
and grow them back all at once. Or 
they can undergo a soft molt, where 
they lose and regrow feathers in certain 
areas but not all at once. A good way 
to determine if it is molt is whether the 
chickens immediately grow pinfeathers 
back where the old feathers fell out.  

To diagnose specific internal parasite 
species, you would need to have a fecal 
test run by a veterinarian, who can also 
prescribe dewormers specific to the 
type of parasite detected. While chicken 
saddles can help rooster-stressed hens, 
be aware that any kind of chicken cloth-
ing can harbor lice and mites — which, 
again, can cause feather loss. 

I hope this helps, and that you can 
figure the out the culprit cause.  

Marissa Ames   

Jumbo French 
Guineas, Bantam 

Silkies, Brown Chinese 
Goslings, Muscovy Ducks, & 

Khaki Campbell Ducks

Bantam silkies are 
excellent sitters with a 
gentle nature that make 

excellent pets.

Guineas are fast growing, suitable for 
backyard growers who want to control ticks 

and for those who would want to use them as 
a meat bird.

The Muscovy is fast growing and a 
great range duck with a lean meat that is 

desired by many restaurants.

J.M. Hatchery
178 Lowry Road 

New Holland, PA 17557
717-354-5950 

www.jmhatchery.com

To order Muscovy, Khaki Campbell duck-
lings and Brown Chinese goslings

 call Fifth Day Farm at 
717-917-6729 or order online at

www.freedomrangerhatchery.com

“To order bantam silkies, call Blue Banty 
Farm at 717-917-6729 or order online at 

www.jmhatchery.com”
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Ask the Expert 
P.O. Box 1690 

Greeley, CO 80632
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ALL COOPED UP:  

Erysipelas
BY LACEY HUGHETT

THE FACTS  

What is it? An acute zoonotic bacterial infection seen most 
often in turkeys.   

Causative agent: Erysipelothrix rhusiopathiae.  

Incubation Period: A few days.   

Disease Duration: Short; infected birds will die quickly or 
recover.   

Morbidity: Can be as high as 50%.   

Mortality: Usually less than 15%, but it depends on vaccina-
tion status and how quickly interventions are made.  

Signs: Sudden death, especially after artificially inseminating 
a flock. Other signs are listlessness and loss of balance, but 
there may be no clinical signs other than death.   

Diagnosis: Must be done through a laboratory.  

Treatment: Antibiotics with veterinary assistance and vacci-
nation for prevention.   

Zoonotic: Yes.  

THE SCOOP 
Erysipelas is found worldwide and most commonly affects 

turkeys. The bacteria live in areas high in nitrogen, so poultry 
droppings in bedding is an ideal breeding ground. Bacteria 
enter the bird through wounds in the skin or mucous mem-
branes or ingestion. Fighting, picking, and artificial insem-
ination in birds like broad-breasted turkeys are risk factors 
for contracting erysipelas because they potentially create 
lacerations.   

Cannibalism may also lead to infection, especially if the 
birds eat a deceased bird carrying the bacteria. According to 
the Merck Veterinary Manual, there is also some evidence 
that biting insects can serve as vectors for this infection. Red 

mites can carry this disease and may pass it between birds.   
Erysipelas has a very sudden onset. After the pathogen 

enters the body, it frequently leads to septicemia, systemic 
infection in the blood. Once bacteria toxins enter the blood-
stream, the bird may have diarrhea, weakness, and loss of 
appetite. Death generally follows shortly after. If the birds 
start showing clinical signs, they usually end up passing.   

Sometimes the first sign that a flock has erysipelas is that 
individuals start suddenly dying. An assumptive diagnosis 
can be made if birds, particularly turkeys, start dying a few 
days after artificial insemination. Rarely, a flock can carry 
a chronic infection of this disease. It isn't common, but the 
signs of this are swollen snoods and hocks, darkened areas on 
the skin, and lesions found during a necroscopy.   

An official diagnosis of erysipelas requires a lab. Isolation 
and detection of E. rhusiopathiae, the causative bacteria, 
can be challenging, and the lab will need a sample of liver, 
spleen, cardiac blood, or bone marrow.   

Once officially diagnosed, the remaining birds will need 
to be treated concurrently with vaccination and antibiotics. 
Since erysipelas can affect many different species, there are 
multiple types of vaccines available. For the health and safety 
of your flock, only use ones approved for turkeys.   

Birds who already have contracted the disease and have 
recovered will have some level of immunity. However, the 
vaccine is still a beneficial booster and will reduce the chanc-
es of reinfection. Additionally, not every bird in a flock may 
currently be carrying the disease; therefore, mass vaccination 
will protect them from becoming infected.   

Both live and inactivated vaccines are available. You can 
give individual birds injections if the flock is small enough 
or administer live vaccines in the drinking water with another 
dose given in two weeks. Inactivated vaccines for erysipelas 
don't offer lasting protection and may require more doses 
every four weeks. Breeders in high-risk situations typically 

Erysipelas is found worldwide and most commonly affects turkeys. 



BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM     23

dose turkeys with the vaccine every 
four weeks until egg production begins.   

Rapid-acting penicillin is the antibi-
otic of choice for an acute erysipelas 
outbreak. The bacteria are susceptible 
to the drug, and the birds need imme-
diate intervention due to how quickly 
this disease kills. It is key to work with 
a veterinarian during antibiotic admin-
istration. Underdosing can cause spotty 
coverage and lead to increased losses.   

The most effective route of antibi-
otic administration is via injection. A 
secondary route is dosing through the 
drinking water for four to five days. 
Giving the penicillin through water 
reduces its effect on the flock because it 
only reaches birds who are still interest-
ed in eating and drinking. It may not be 
administered in a high enough dose to 
be as effective as needed.   

Prevention is important. Excellent  
biosecurity is vital for flock manage-
ment, especially in high-risk areas or 
with birds requiring artificial insem-
ination to reproduce. Keeping their 
living space clean from droppings and 
prophylactic vaccine administration will 
significantly reduce the risk of a flock 
contracting erysipelas.   

If an outbreak occurs, attention to 
aftercare will help prevent future losses 
as well. Prompt removal of any carcass-
es is huge because healthy birds may 
become infected if they're picking at the 
body. Equipment needs to be disinfect-
ed, and the living area should be tidy.   

Erysipelas is a zoonotic disease; 
therefore, anyone who handles the 
infected birds or equipment is at risk of 
contracting the disease. Just like with 
turkeys, it enters the body through cuts 
in the skin. It is a common disease in 
people and often far less deadly, but it is 
painful and requires medical care.   

In general, but particularly in the case 
of a known zoonotic disease, owners 
should wear gloves when handling 
sick birds, providing medical care for 
them, or cleaning and disinfecting the 
area. Any wounds need to be covered 
entirely, and hands must be washed 
thoroughly and frequently with soap 

and hot water. People with many breaks 
in the skin or those who are immuno-
compromised should not be handling 
sick animals.  

All information in this article has 
been vetted for accuracy by Dr. Sherrill 
Davison, Poultry Specialist at  
University of Pennsylvania School of 
Veterinary Medicine.  

Visit www.yardbirdpluckers.com
1160 8th Avenue  |  Cumberland, WI 54829  |  800-345-6007

Simple.  Fast.
Take the hassle out of backyard chicken 
processing.  Plucking a chicken by hand can 
take as long as 30 minutes.  

Yardbird has revolutionized this painstaking 
and messy process.  With the Yardbird, you can 
fully defeather two birds in 15 seconds or less!

Features:
Hands-Free Irrigation Ring
1.5 HP Electric Motor
Removable Tub For Cleaning
Simple Debris Collection

Take the hassle out of backyard chicken 

LACEY HUGHETT is a registered 
nurse, artist, author, mom, and 
homesteader based out of 
Reno, Nevada. She focuses on 
sustainability, heritage breed 
preservation, and ethical animal 
raising. She has been raising 
poultry since she was six years old. 
She can be found on Instagram 
and Facebook at Hughett Heritage 
Farms.   
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My daughter, Emilyn, and her favorite chicken, Hazel. They have a sweet, special connection. — Jennifer Ruhnke, Kansas

We have a few Broad-Breasted 

turkeys. We love our turkey, Crash. 

She is pretty and has an awesome 

personality. She jumps on my lap 

and lets me pet her and love on her 

all day. — Cristina Prouty, Florida

A beautiful basket of eggs from our 

beautiful hens. — Julie Heth, Texas
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My wife and I enjoy sitting at our bistro 
table with a glass of wine and watching the 

chickens in the coop. It’s very relaxing.
 — Craig and Tracy Cinelli, New  Jersey

Pretty Girl — Mary Koszuta, New York

Our Prairie Bluebell hen ready for her first clutch.  — Emerie Maldonado, Texas

Tired after a day of showing, Kevin M. 

and his turkey take a quick nap. 
— Gloria Montero, Nevada
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from the kitchen

CHICKPEA AND 
EGG CURRY 
SERVES 3  |  ADAPTED FROM FRIEND 
TRISET DE FONSEKA’S  
CHICKPEA CURRY RECIPE 

Depending on the curry 
powder you use, your curry 
will have a lighter, golden hue 
or a deeper, reddish one.  

Notice the range of ingredient 
amounts. Curries are one 
of those “to taste” kinds of 
foods. Start with the lower 
amount and go from there.  

INGREDIENTS 

3 cups cooked chickpeas, drained 
but not rinsed if canned 
¼ cup red or yellow 
onion, chopped 
2 cloves garlic, chopped 
(2 teaspoons) 
Grated ginger or powdered 
ginger to taste  
1 medium tomato, diced 
¼ cup tomato sauce 
Up to 2 tablespoons paprika 
Up to 2 tablespoons curry powder  
½ teaspoon cumin 
Unsweetened coconut milk 
or soy milk — start with 2½ 
cups and go from there  
5 hard-boiled eggs 
Lemon pepper to taste 

GARNISH SUGGESTIONS

Lemon slices or lime slices 
Fresh cilantro, parsley, or 
Vietnamese cilantro  

THE AUTUMN IS A BUSY time 
here on our little patch of  
heaven. The wood stove has to 

be cleaned thoroughly for the safe burn-
ing of firewood. The seasoned wood 
is stacked according to size behind the 
chicken coop. The coop gets checked, 
too, for any areas that need repairing.  

We’re harvesting winter squash, 
gourds, and pumpkins. We’ll pull the 
last of the onions and garlic from the 
garden. They’ll need to cure to keep 
them in optimum condition throughout 
the year.  

All this extra work means less time 
for meal preparation. That’s why I 
enjoy making curries, especially during 
fall. This quick meal evokes warm, 

Chickpea 
and Egg 
Curry,  
Fragrant 
Rice, and 
Aquafaba
BY RITA HEIKENFELD

spicy aromas as the curry cooks.  
This chickpea and egg curry is easy 

to make, even for a new cook. It’s also 
filling and delicious. Oh, and it’s good 
for you, too. And an excellent way to 
use up an abundance of eggs from our 
“girls.” 
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INSTRUCTIONS 
1. In a medium-sized pan, combine chickpeas, onion, garlic, ginger, 
tomato, tomato sauce, paprika, curry powder, cumin, and coconut milk. 

2. Bring to a boil over medium heat. Lower to a simmer and cook until 
curry is slightly thick, stirring occasionally.   

3. Chop up two of the boiled eggs and stir gently into the curry.   

4. Stir in lemon pepper to taste. 

5. Serve over rice and garnish with hard-boiled egg halves, lemon or 
lime slices, fresh cilantro, parsley, or Vietnamese cilantro. Naan (Indian 
bread) is nice alongside, as well. 

GILDING THE LILY: GOOD ADD-INS 

A handful of fresh spinach, torn into pieces and stirred into the curry 
when you add the hard-boiled eggs, gives a depth of flavor and color. 

DOUBLE UP AND FREEZE IT! 

I like to make a double batch of curry to freeze for up to three months. 
I don’t add the chopped hard-boiled egg to the freezer portion since the 
egg loses texture in the freezer. 

FRAGRANT TURMERIC BASMATI RICE 
SERVES 3  

Turmeric, like ginger, is a health-giving rhizome. Turmeric adds 
a lemon-yellow color and pleasant fragrance to the rice.   

INGREDIENTS 

1 cup basmati rice 
1¾ cups water 
1 tablespoon butter or oil 
Several pinches of turmeric powder 
Salt and pepper to taste 

INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Rinse rice by placing it in a bowl with enough water to cover an inch.  

2. Swish rice around to release excess starch. Repeat one more time.

3. Drain rice very well.    

4. Place rice, water, oil, and turmeric in a saucepan. 

5. Bring to a boil over medium heat, then cover the pot with a lid. Turn 
heat down to a simmer and cook 15-20 minutes until all the water is 
absorbed and rice is tender.  
6. If the rice hasn't cooked all the way, add a bit more water and cook a 
few more minutes. 

7. Remove pan from heat and let rest, covered for five minutes. Fluff 
rice with a spatula, not a fork (which tends to make the rice sticky). 

8. Season to taste and serve.  

THE MANY FACES OF 
CURRY POWDER 

There’s a dizzying array of curry 
powders at the grocery. Ingredients 
like ginger, garlic, and turmeric are 
common ingredients. Turmeric is 

what gives curry its beautiful yellow 
color. Curry powders may contain 

curry leaves, ground mustard, 
coriander, cardamom, and chilies. 
Curry powders can be mild/sweet 

or hotly spiced.

 
Here are a few of the  

popular offerings: 

MADRAS CURRY POWDER.  
With roots in south India, Madras 

curry has a warm, sweet flavor with  
a hot kick. 

SRI LANKAN CURRY POWDER. 
This is the kind my friend and 

colleague, Chef Triset De Fonseka, 
makes from her native  

Sri Lankan roots. 

Flavors of cumin, fennel, and 
turmeric shine in these powders. 

GARAM MASALA.  
Both garam masala and curry 
powder are used for flavoring. 
Garam masala doesn’t usually 

contain turmeric, which is one of  
the main ingredients in curry 
powder. Garam masala can 

be stirred in at the end of cooking 
time, while curry powder is  

added at the beginning. 
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RITA HEIKENFELD is a certified modern herbalist, culinary educator, and author. She's a former adjunct 
professor at UC. Contact Rita at: rita@communitypress.com or see her website abouteating.com

from the kitchen

IT’S CALLED AQUAFABA, which translated means 
“bean water!” I have made it with the starchy liquid 
from canned chickpeas, and it whips up to a significant 

volume. The liquid from one can of chickpeas fills my big 
mixing bowl.  

No worries that the whipped aquafaba tastes like beans. It’s 
a lovely, light-textured whipped delight with a bit of vanilla 
(and sugar if you want). 

I have not tested the recipe with liquid from home-cooked 
dry chickpeas. I’m assuming it would work. You may have to 
reduce the liquid a bit to give it the viscosity of canned bean 
liquid.  

You can make aquafaba sweet to use as a topping for 
desserts and drinks.  Leave out the vanilla and sugar, and 
you have a savory whipped topping for soups, savory bread 
puddings, etc. 

Waste not, want not:  
Vegan whipped “cream”  

from canned chickpea liquid!

WHIPPED AQUAFABA
This will take longer to whip than real cream. A stand 
mixer on high speed is the best. A hand mixer will 
work, but be patient. It doesn't whip well by hand. 

INGREDIENTS 

¾ cup aquafaba (liquid from one can of chickpeas) 
¼ teaspoon cream of tartar 
1 teaspoon vanilla or to taste (optional)  
Powdered sugar to taste: I use 
3 tablespoons (optional) 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1.  Pour aquafaba into a mixing bowl.  

2. Stir in cream of tartar, vanilla, and powdered sugar. 
Blend on low. 

3. Turn the mixer on high speed and mix until stiff peaks 
form. The volume will increase as you beat the aquafaba. 
This takes anywhere from five to 10 minutes, depending 
upon your mixer. 

4. Use right away or store, covered, in the refrigerator for 
several hours.  

5. If the aquafaba loses volume, whip it up again.  

Tip:  
Cream of tartar, an acid, 
stabilizes the aquafaba 

cream.  

You can leave it out, but 
use the cream soon after 

whipping. 

Have you made  
aquafaba? Let us know 

 and share your 
discoveries! 
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Chicken Paprikash 
and Dumplings 

HANNAH MCCLURE is an old soul homemaker and mother of four from Ohio. Gardening, keeping bees, 
sewing, raising chickens/seasonal hogs, and baking/cooking from scratch are a few things she enjoys in her 
homemaking. Always learning and always chasing her littles. 

BY HANNAH MCCLURE

INGREDIENTS FOR PAPRIKASH  

1 small (two-pound) cooked whole 
chicken (I use rotisserie-style cooked), 
off the bone, and shredded.  
4 lb tub of sour cream (homemade 
or store-bought) 
2½ tablespoons paprika  
1½ teaspoons sea salt  
1½ teaspoons crushed black pepper 
¾ cup chicken bone broth or chicken stock 

INGREDIENTS FOR GLUTEN-
FREE DUMPLINGS  

3 cups Gluten Free 1-to-1 Baking 
Flour (Bob’s Red Mill) 
½ teaspoon sea salt 
2 large eggs  
1 cup chicken bone broth or chicken stock 
½ cup water 

LET'S GET TO COOKING! 

1. In a large pot, on medium heat, combine sour 
cream, salt, pepper, paprika, and chicken stock. 
Stir ‘til well combined. Once sour cream starts to 
lose form, add in shredded chicken and stir. Heat 
‘til it begins to bubble in the center; reduce heat 
and occasionally stir to prevent burning on the 
bottom or splattering hot soup.  

FOR DUMPLINGS 

1. In a medium bowl, combine gluten-free flour, 
salt, eggs, chicken stock, and water ‘til a sticky 
dough-like consistency is obtained.   

2. In a medium pot, bring water to a boil. Dip a 
clean spoon in for a couple of seconds. Use that 
spoon to dip out dumpling dough. Dumplings can 
be as full or as little as you prefer. Once the pot 
has 15-20 dumpling drops in, wait for dumplings 
to float. This time will vary depending on the size 
of your dumplings; typically, five to eight minutes. 
Remove dumplings, add to paprikash, and stir.  

3. Once all your dumplings are added to the 
chicken paprikash, you are ready to serve. The 
paprikash should have no sour cream taste to it. 
Should it have any, simply add a dash more  
paprika, salt, and pepper. Remember, it is easier  
to add more than to remove it.   

Note: For larger chickens, simply double the 
recipe or set aside the remaining chicken for 
another meal.

Y’ALL … IT IS FALL! As cool air rolls in and summer’s long 
days and hard work have shifted into fall, I begin to crave 
comfort foods. The canner usually rolls out batch after batch of 

tomatoes, apple butter, chicken stock, and many other homegrown or 
locally grown goods. So, while I crave comfort foods, I still rely heavily 
on easy meals so my time in the kitchen can be pushed for canning 
and putting by the harvest. This chicken paprikash recipe is simple 
and yet full of flavor. The best part: summer’s hard work can be easily 
poured into this meal, making it even more flavorful and nourishing. 
It is written to show the use of local or homegrown chicken, eggs, and 
bone broth. However, if you cannot obtain homegrown or locally raised, 
add the ingredients to your shopping list and use what you can get on 
your grocery run. In addition, the dumplings in this recipe are made 
gluten-free. If you wish to make traditional flour-based dumplings, 
replace the one-to-one flour with your favorite all-purpose flour. 
Traditionally, chicken paprikash is served with spätzle: tiny dumpling-
like noodles. While I prefer dumplings for the quickness, and it makes 
it a little heartier, I highly encourage you to explore spätzle as well.  
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from the kitchen

WHO CAN RESIST BITING INTO A LUSCIOUS 
slice of summertime when lemon meringue pie 
is on the menu? It’s the perfect combination of a 

sweet and tart custard filling nestled between a flaky golden 
crust and a billowing, toasty topping. No wonder it's one of 
America’s favorite desserts! 

This delicious taste sensation first appeared at the dinner 
table in 1806 when pastry shop owner, chef, and instructor, 
Elizabeth Goodfellow, presented her lemon pudding to a 
group of students at her popular cooking school in Philadel-
phia. 

Unlike puddings today, Mrs. Goodfellow’s recipe was 
richer, calling for 10 eggs — three whole eggs plus the yolks 
of seven were whisked together in a stainless-steel saucepan 
over medium heat with granulated sugar, freshly squeezed 
lemon juice, and lemon zest. Once the mixture thickened 
while stirring constantly, she would pour the lemon curd into 
a bowl and stir in cubed, unsalted butter until gently mixed.       

Never one to waste anything in the kitchen, Mrs. Good-
fellow decided to incorporate the leftover egg whites with 
sugar, whipping the ingredients together until stiff. She then 
spooned it over the cooled lemon pudding, baking it for ap-
proximately 20 minutes until the meringue was lightly toast-
ed. Sometimes she’d serve just the pudding and meringue, or 
she’d fill a blind (pre-baked) pie crust for special occasions.  

 Meringue has been a delicacy for centuries, with countries 
such as France, Italy, Switzerland, and Poland claiming to 
have invented the classic confection and dessert. Depending 
on how it’s baked, meringue can be light and fluffy as a  

dessert topping or crisp and chewy as a base for ice cream, 
fruit, and whipped cream. 

In 1720, Italian pastry chef Gasparini was credited with 
perfecting meringue to a different level. He worked in the 
Swiss village of Meiringen, developing a following of fans 
who bought up dozens of his “small kisses” on display at 
the bakery. Gasparini piped his creations with a pastry bag, 
baking and drying each one thoroughly in a slow oven. They 
were the perfect pocket for all sorts of colorful and mouth-
watering fillings. He also topped cakes and other creations 
with the fluffy meringue that we know today.

Lemons and other citrus fruits were a rarity in the United 
States in the early 1800s, but Mrs. Goodfellow was delighted 
with a supply of fresh fruit from arriving ships at the port in 
Philadelphia. She incorporated the tangy taste into an array 
of desserts, teaching her students how to add citrus to many a 
receipt — the word for recipe at that time. 

One of Mrs. Goodfellow’s graduates was a bright and 
ambitious woman, Eliza Leslie, a prolific writer of children’s 
books, magazines articles, cookbooks, and etiquette guides. 
She was instrumental in helping promote the popular lemon 
pudding/pie dessert by word-of-mouth and frequent men-
tions in local publications. Her 1847 cookbook, The Lady’s 
Receipt Book: A Useful Companion for Large and Small 
Families, helped spread the word nationally, inspiring home-
makers to make this delicacy in their kitchen. 

One individual was Nancy Breedlove, an innkeeper in rural 
Illinois who hosted Abraham Lincoln for several weeks when 
he was a lawyer, traveling the countryside trying court cases 

All-American  
Lemon  
Meringue Pie
BY CAPPY TOSETTI
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in the area. One day, thrilled with a 
gift basket of fruit, she decided to bake 
a lemon meringue pie for her guests. 
Lincoln was completely enamored 
when biting into the scrumptious desert. 
Rumor has it that he devoured more 
than one slice, asking Mrs. Breedlove 
to bake the pie more often.   

One evening after supper, Lincoln 
asked Mrs. Breedlove to please write 
down the recipe so he could share 
it with his wife, Mary Anne Todd, 
hoping she could replicate it at home. 
Fortunately, she was also a good cook, 
preparing the dessert often for Abe and 
their guests and later taking the recipe 
to the White House when Lincoln 
served as president from 1861 to 1965. 
Lemon meringue pie has been a favorite 
dessert, served in both the presiden-
tial private dining room and at formal 
state dinners for visiting dignitaries. 
Everyone raved about the refreshing 
taste of lemon custard cradled in an airy 
meringue that melts in one’s mouth! 

Delicious desserts and culinary his-
tory can certainly whet one’s appetite 
and curiosity. Journalist and research 
historian Becky Diamond has written 
a most interesting book on the subject, 
called Mrs. Goodfellow: The Story of 
America's First Cooking School. Chap-
ter Six serves up a detailed description 
of her famous lemon custard topped 
with clouds of fluffy meringue. 

TIPS FOR MAKING MERINGUE  
It may seem daunting, but a basic  

meringue is nothing more than a  
mixture of beaten egg whites and sugar, 
gradually beating one tablespoon at a 
time until dissolved, resulting in stiff, 
glossy peaks. For a smoother and stiffer 
meringue, you can add cream of tartar 
to the recipe — a simple ratio: four 
large egg whites, ¼ teaspoon cream of 
tartar, ¼ cup sugar. 

Use a large glass, ceramic, stainless 
steel, or copper bowl. Never use plastic; 
it can hold traces of oil that can affect 
volume and consistency. 

Use fresh egg whites. Old eggs tend 
to collapse when other ingredients are 
folded in and don’t rise well in the 
oven. 

Separate the yolks from the whites 
when the eggs are chilled. Set aside 
for 10 to 15 minutes to bring to room 
temperature, and then begin to whip, 
ensuring a higher volume. 

Don’t use packaged egg whites. The 
pasteurization process in the product 
can prevent the forming of a stable 
meringue. 

Don’t overbeat the egg whites. That 
causes a hard, lumpy, dry meringue. 
Start the mixer on medium-low to 
medium speed. Beat until foamy and 
increase the speed to medium-high and 
then to high. If beaten too quickly, the 
foam structure will not be strong or 
reach the desired height. 

You can add a small amount of lemon 
juice or vinegar at the beginning to 
help stabilize the foam, making it less 
likely to collapse. If adding acid, don’t 
use a copper bowl; it will react with the 
copper and discolor the egg foam. 

Watch the weather for high  
humidity. Meringue tends to absorb 
moisture in the air, causing a soft and 
sticky consistency.  

Spread the meringue to the edges 
of the pie crust. This helps prevent it 
from weeping. Bake pie on the lowest 
oven rack at 350 degrees F for 20 to 25 
minutes until the meringue is golden 
brown. 

Bon appétit!  

CAPPY TOSETTI lives in Asheville, 
North Carolina with her three 
rescue dogs that help her with 
Happy with Cappy Pet Sitting. 
She’s putting things in motion to 
someday crisscross the country 
in a vintage travel trailer visiting 
draft horse and goat farms.
cappyt@att.net 
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Do Turkeys 
Need a 
Coop? 

Turkey Coop and Shelter 
Considerations

YOU’VE DECIDED TO ADD 
turkeys to your farm, but do tur-
keys need a coop? The answer 

depends on a few factors. Are you plan-
ning to raise Broad Breasted turkeys for 
the Thanksgiving table, or do you want 
to keep heritage turkeys year-round? 
Will your turkeys be free-range, or will 
they be fenced in? The answer will also 
depend on your climate and whether 
you are getting poults (juvenile turkeys) 
or turkeys that are a bit older. 

If you plan to raise your turkeys from 
poults, then the answer to “Do turkeys 
need a coop?” is a resounding yes. 
Once the poults outgrow their brooder, 
they will need a secure coop at night, 
just like any other type of poultry. If 
you raise your turkeys among chick-
ens, then the turkeys may learn to go 
into the coop at night by following the 
example set by the chickens. However, 
if blackhead disease (histomoniasis) is a 
problem in your region, it is not advised 
to raise them together. If you are adding 

adult turkeys to your flock, you may not 
be able to train them to sleep in a coop. 
Turkeys are notoriously suspicious of 
new things and prefer to make their own 
decisions, despite our best efforts to 
convince them otherwise. 

DESIGNING A TURKEY COOP 
A turkey coop needs to be designed 

differently from a chicken coop, espe-
cially for the larger, less agile Broad 
Breasted turkeys. Broad Breasted 
turkeys will need a roost that is low to 
the ground to prevent injury to their legs 
or feet when jumping down from the 
roost. The roosting bar should be wider 
and must be placed farther from the wall 
than is typical for a chicken roosting 
bar. Broad Breasted turkeys can become 
unable to roost as they grow larger. 
They may choose to sleep on the coop 
floor, or they may appreciate something 
low and easy to roost on, such as a straw 
bale. As you design your turkey coop, 
remember to incorporate a door large 

enough to accommodate their mature 
size. Place the door low to the ground, 
and any ramps or ladders should be easy 
for big feet to navigate. The size of the 
coop will also depend on whether the 
turkeys will be kept confined in a yard 
or whether they will have access to a 
large pasture. The more time the turkeys 
will spend in the coop, the bigger it 
needs to be.  

HOUSING PREFERENCES FOR 
BROAD BREASTED VERSUS 
HERITAGE TURKEYS 

Broad Breasted turkeys tend to accept 
coop life more readily than their heri-
tage turkey relatives. It’s common for 
Broad Breasted turkeys to be perfectly 
content sleeping in a coop. Heritage 
turkeys, however, have a huge indepen-
dent streak, and they may not appreciate 
your efforts to keep them safely housed 
at night. Heritage turkeys prefer to sleep 
outdoors rather than in a confined space. 
My first heritage turkeys slept in a coop 

BY STACY BENJAMINAs your turkeys get older, don’t be 
surprised if they prefer to sleep on 
top of the coop instead of in it!

Turkeys often shun their coop 
in favor of sleeping outdoors,  
no matter what the weather.
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until they were three months old, and from that time on, 
they resisted sleeping indoors. Knowing what I know now, I 
would have designed my turkey coop differently and made 
it larger, and just maybe (although that’s a BIG maybe!) I 
would still have turkeys that slept in a coop at night. 

UNDERSTANDING A HERITAGE 
TURKEY’S INSTINCTS 

I’ve learned over the years that turkeys don't even need 
a coop in certain situations. A heritage turkey’s instinct is 
to sleep up high with a good view of its surroundings. A 
barn-type structure is more suited to a turkey’s tastes than a 
typically shorter and more confined chicken coop. Incorpo-
rating hardware cloth to form a large screened upper section 
in the coop walls instead of solid wood coop walls is one 
design element I’ve seen that may satisfy a turkey’s desire for 
a view of their surroundings. Try to think like a turkey when 
designing your turkey shelter, and you’ll have a better chance 
that they will use it. 

Heritage turkeys are amazingly hardy birds well-adapted 
to withstand the winter weather. I know many people that 
keep heritage turkeys and share my experience that their 
turkeys prefer to roost outside all winter long, even in the 
snow and freezing temperatures. If they have a structure that 
shelters from the elements, when and if they choose to use 
it, a coop may be unnecessary. The two caveats I will add to 
this statement are that our turkey pasture is surrounded by 
electric poultry netting, which prevents the larger four-legged 
predators from accessing our turkey yard at night. If we did 
not use electric poultry netting, I would probably have made 
more effort to convince the turkeys to sleep inside a coop. 

If you have a livestock guardian dog, that may also ease 
your mind a bit about letting your turkeys sleep outside. Our 
winters are fairly mild here, but if you live in a harsh climate 
with freezing temperatures or snow much of the winter, I rec-
ommend making more of an effort to convince your turkeys 
to sleep in a coop. 

SIMPLE TURKEY SHELTERS 
A turkey shelter can take a variety of forms, but a roof 

and a couple of sides that protect from the rain, snow, and 
prevailing wind may be all that is needed. These open-sided 
structures also provide much-needed shade in the summer 
and benefit from not trapping warm air inside like a coop. 
The nighttime shelter that we have used successfully for sev-
eral years is a six-foot-high roosting structure with multiple 
roosting bars and covered with a corrugated metal roof. In 
addition, we have several daytime shelters and lean-tos made 
from pallets and scrap wood. These options are not fancy to 
look at, and they don’t take a lot of time to build, but they 
protect from the winter weather and the summer heat while 
still meeting a turkey’s desire for open spaces. In addition, 
it beats spending time and effort building a coop that your 
independent-minded turkeys may not use — or, even more 
frustratingly, use to sleep on top of instead of inside it!   

This covered roosting structure protects our turkeys from the weather, 
while giving them the open-air sleeping location they prefer.

You’ll have the best chance of getting 
your turkeys to sleep in a coop if you  
get them as poults and train them early.

Turkeys are 
very hardy birds 

and can easily 
withstand winter 

weather.

STACY BENJAMIN lives on 4.5 acres in St. Helens, Oregon 
with her husband and her flock of four dozen-ish chickens 
and heritage Narragansett turkeys. She is an avid gardener 
who enjoys preserving her garden harvest, as well as making 
handmade soaps and other natural products. 

Find her on Instagram @5rfarmoregon and @5rfarmsoap 
and on her website www.5rfarm.com.

feature  |  turkeys & geese
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GENERALLY, TURKEYS ARE 
pretty hardy creatures — to the 
extent, it isn’t uncommon for 

them to excessively roughhouse! Still, 
they are vulnerable to several health 
issues, both specific to their species and 
domestic poultry in general.  

As flock tenders, we tend to go 
through painstaking lengths to keep our 
birds healthy. This is important as most 
health issues can be prevented from 
ever happening in the first place when 
things are done right. But no matter 
how much care we take, problems are 
sure to arise at one point or another. 

In turkeys, diseases are usually 
introduced via external factors — en-
vironmental or cross-contamination 
with other birds. A bit of education can 

help prevent some of them, or at the 
very least avoid losses through quick 
response to issues. 

POISONING 
A challenge of pastured birds is the 

buffet of toxic plants at their disposal. 
Young milkweed, for example, is fatal 
to turkeys. One study found consuming 
just 1% of a bird’s body weight in milk-
weed resulted in death less than five 
hours later. 

Symptoms of milkweed (and other 
plant species) poisoning include spasms 
and seizures ranging from mild to se-
vere depending on dosage — but death 
is almost always the outcome. 

Before pasturing any of your birds, 
take a look at poisonous plants in your 
area (often available from your county 
or state extension service) and do a 
careful inspection. Be sure to monitor 
the pasture throughout the year, cut 
down, and remove any toxic species 
that you find. 

TURKEY CORONAVIRUS 
The turkey-specific strain of corona-

virus, or coronaviral enteritis, infects 
the gastrointestinal tract. It is highly 
contagious and non-treatable, but 
antibiotics have been shown to reduce 
death loss by reducing other infections. 

Turkeys pick up coronavirus from fe-
cal contamination of other birds — but 
the virus can also be carried by insects, 
vehicles, people, and other animals that 
contaminate facilities after contact with 
infected birds.  

Symptoms include depression, severe 
diarrhea, weight loss, and dehydra-
tion. Because this is similar to other 
conditions, lab testing is necessary to 
confirm a diagnosis. 

BLACKHEAD 
Another gastrointestinal disease, 

blackhead, affects turkeys and other 
birds, including chickens. However, 
because chickens and other species 
tend to harbor roundworms — who 
are themselves hosts for the protozoa 
causing the blackhead — in their gut, 

BY JACLYN KRYMOWSKI 
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they usually spread the infection to other birds. 
Symptoms include yellowish diarrhea, lethargy, and an 

off-color, sickly looking black head. Birds may slowly be-
come emaciated.  

It’s almost always fatal for turkeys, unlike other birds, with 
death rates as high as 70 to 100% in infected flocks.  

Because there is no available treatment, strict and serious 
flock biosecurity is necessary. If you have other poultry types 
on your property or come into contact with other flocks, take 
great care to avoid cross-contamination. 

Turkeys should be housed away from other poultry on 
the same property, along with a boot scrub or change before 
caring for them after being in contact with other birds. 

FOWLPOX 
Similar to chickenpox in people, fowl pox is a viral infec-

tion that causes scabs and lesions. Scabbing appears on the 
unfeatherd parts such as combs on 
chickens or in the case of turkeys, the 
head and neck.  

In another form of the disease, pox 
can appear on the mouth, throat and 
other internal mucous membranes 
impacting the ability to eat. 

Vaccinations are available; they are 
typically not necessary on a regular 
basis. Because fowl pox is slow to 
spread, vaccines are often utilized to 
prevent ongoing infection within a 
flock. 

SYNOVITIS 
Synovitis is a very common 

upper respiratory infection caused 
by the nasty bacteria, Mycoplasma 
(M. synoviae). It can also take on a 
tendinitis form that affects the joints 
and legs.  

It can be tough to detect as the infection will be subclinical 
for some time and only evident in advanced stages. Death 
rates are low, but the outbreaks can spread far and quickly. 
Serious infections can condemn carcasses at processing. 

Signs include loss of appetite, depression, lameness, and 
abnormalities or swelling on the feet and legs. Synovitis can 
be treated with a number of different antibiotics, but because 
of its rapid spread and subtle nature, eradication is highly 
encouraged by professionals. Other than avoiding contamina-
tion from other flocks, be sure to only purchasing poults from 
hatcheries that report being M. synoviae-free. 

FLOCK AGGRESSION 
Poults and adults, toms especially, are notoriously rough 

with one another. This can range from dominant feather  

pulling up to full-on cannibalism of other birds.  
Some research has suggested red lighting may decrease 

pecking behavior, but the exact implications and results are 
unclear. If poults are showing aggression early on, this is 
certainly worth giving a try.  

Not crowding pens both gives weaker birds room to flee 
and reduces irritable behavior. Similar to red lighting, some 
research has found putting peckable “enrichment objects” 
in the pen (cardboard, soft wood, etc.) may also help reduce 
feather pulling and pecking. 

In cases of ongoing aggression towards weaker birds, 
it may be necessary to separate them from their penmates 
permanently.  
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BACK WHEN COVID FIRST CAME to flare, and 
shelves were bare from a false food shortage scare, 
rural thieves in the night snuck onto the Smith Valley 

School grounds. They killed a dozen turkeys and thousands 
of bees, making off with thousands of dollars worth of car-
casses and honey. The victims, the student Turkey and Bee 
Managers, can only speculate as to why, but they think it was 
COVID-related. Poultry thefts were being reported at about 
the time when food shortages were hitting supermarkets. 
Now, the rural community of Smith Valley has come to the 
rescue, building the school turkey and bee programs back 
better than before. 

The two students, Audrina Banta (Turkey Manager) and 
Chloe Unruh (Bee Manager), were new to their positions at 
the Smith Valley School last year, bright-eyed to get started 
with new farm skills. Both had farms at home but no turkeys 
or bees, so this was a new niche. 

“So, I thought it would be cool if I had turkeys involved in 
my life too,” said Banta. She had spent part of the year pluck-
ing turkeys in the school program for the Future Farmers of 
America program at Smith Valley.  

After being accepted as the Turkey Manager, Banta or-
dered more than 40 eggs, hatched them at home, and started 
raising them, but most died. “The temperature when they 
were being shipped here was like from hot to cold, from real-
ly cold to hot,” she said. But some survived, and she became 
close with them, spending her lunch hours in the coop petting 
the talkative birds.  

“I like that they are really caring birds. They always know 
when I am having a rough day. I went out there to eat my 
burger, and they all just took [the stress] away from me.” 

After the school closed due to COVID, she went back to 
feed the birds one day. There was a hole in the fence. Most of 
the birds were gone, and two were dead.  

The thieves had tried to cover their tracks by making it 
look like a coyote had made the hole. But surveillance foot-
age showed someone had put a flashlight in front of the cam-
eras. There also were no feathers or other signs of coyotes. 

Around the same time, Smith Valley School Bee Manager 
Chloe Unruh also wanted to visit the school’s bees. She was 
always really excited to see them. She will never forget the 
first time she saw them. 

“It was really awesome. I never looked inside a beehive 
before; I never knew what to expect. The bees were surpris-
ingly calm. It was fascinating how much detail they put into 
everything.” 

She said they were busy too, full of activity, making their 
perfect little comb and foraging. “It was just really pretty,” 
Unruh said. “It is incredible how much effort and detail they 
put into it.” 

So, when she woke up one morning to check on those 
thousands of bees, she was similarly excited to see them. 
“There would be bees buzzing loudly sometimes, there 

Pandemic Claims 
Turkeys & Bees

A rural Nevada school and its Future 
Farmers of America students suffered the 
violent theft of livestock that killed turkeys 
and thousands of bees on a school’s 
property. The victims say it may have been 
the result of COVID-related food shortage 
scares. However, the community came 
to the rescue, and now the programs are 
coming back stronger than ever.

BY KY PLASKON
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would be bees on the side trying to cool 
everything down, and there would be 
bees going in and out, and it would be 
really busy.” 

But on this day, when she approached 
the hive, she knew right away that 
something was wrong. 

“We get down here, and I go over to 
the bee area, and it is completely quiet, 
completely still; no bees were flying 
around,” she said. “I go over there, 
and I see a whole bunch of dead bees 
around the hive, just all around. I open 
the hive, and it is completely different. 
It is empty.” 

It was technically mass murder, as a 
colony can have 60,000 bees. Again, the 
thieves tried to cover their tracks by re-
placing the hives with barren ones. The 
thieves made off with 20lbs of honey. 
But the real loss was the bees. 

“So I was just really devastated. Why 
would someone do this and kill all the 
bees?” 

Peering inside the empty hive back 
in January, she teared up. Banta, the 
Turkey Manager, is also still disturbed. 
The theft of turkeys and the killing of 
bees for honey left them asking deep 
questions. 

“It was tough to process that through 
my brain,” Banta said. She cried when 
it happened and kept it to herself except 
for a select few teachers and family. “I 
never thought people would steal be-
cause that had never happened before. 
They (parents and teachers) told me 
that stuff happens in life and that this is 
a part of it, and we are going to try to 
find who it is.” 

They filed a police report. In all, the 
total value exceeded $3,000, which, ac-
cording to Nevada law, would make the 
crime a Category B Felony with up to 
10 years in prison and a $10,000 fine. 
They never found the thieves.   

“My message to the thieves is that 
they can come and take as many (of my 
birds) as they want,” said Banta. “It’s 
not going to bring me down because 
I am a strong young lady, and I know 
how to take care of myself.” 

Eventually, word got out about the 

thefts, and the community stepped up, 
donating more than $2,500. That will 
allow the FFA Bee Program to more 
than double the number of hives. The 
Mason Valley Beekeepers sold bees to 
the school, donated educational classes 
and consultations.  

“I was not surprised that some people 
had donated but that so many people 
donated,” Unruh said. “Because it is 
a small valley, I wasn’t expecting so 
many people to be so supportive. It was 
just really awesome!” 

Now, she anticipates the school hon-
ey-sales to grow, and she needs labor 
too. “I think just donations are good for 
right now. But we have a lot of those. 
So, maybe just helping out with mak-
ing some products, extracting honey, 
helping out hands-on.” She is bottling 
honey, which she says is much sweeter 
than commercial honey because the 
bees are foraging instead of drinking 
sugar water. She makes lotions and lip 
balms. 

Banta, the Turkey Manager, is com-
ing back stronger too. She applied for a 
grant from the Future Farmers of Amer-
ica to start a breeding program and won 
$2,000. She will buy a 60-egg incubator 
with the money. She was also able to 

buy mature birds by talking to a breeder 
in Oregon. Someone donated a mature 
hen. She sells the meat for cheaper than 
the grocery store, and it's all-natural 
too. Things are looking up. 

Until COVID, theft of poultry was 
rather rare, according to John Monaco, 
former American Poultry Association 
President. Most losses were due to wild 
predators, but this incident demon-
strates that humans can be predators 
too, leaving animals and children as 
their victims. With thefts more com-
mon, at least one website offers solu-
tions, including tattooing birds. 

Beehive thefts, however, are more 
than common, according to retired 
Tulare County apiary inspector Gerry 
Miller. “Beehive thefts have happened 
forever,” Miller said, adding that the 
incentives for theft are high. The value 
of each hive is more than $200, with 
potentially a thousand dollars worth 
of honey inside and the potential for 
income by rent hives to orchards. Over 
the years, he says, there have been 
many efforts to stop thefts, including 
branding hives to GPS trackers. None 
have proven successful. “Bees don't 
have license plates on their butts,” Mill-
er said. “County law enforcement isn't 

Chloe shows the hive that the thieves left to try to cover their tracks when they took the hive 
full of honey.
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prepared to investigate thefts, and State Agricultural Depart-
ments are understaffed.” 

This year, the Nevada Legislature considered updating its 
100-year-old apiary law (NRS 552 Bees and Apiaries). Senate 
Bill 407 would have formalized hive registration, costing the 
industry $20 per hive, mileage costs, and imposing fines of 
$500 for not registering. According to Debbie Gillmore of the 
Mason Valley Beekeepers, the current law is outdated, and 
funds should be used to help honey bee health. But accord-
ing to the law, money from the proposed registration would 
go toward inspections, Agriculture Department-designated 
programs, and weed control. The bill does not mention funding 
agricultural departments to investigate thefts and protect bees 
and their keepers. Senate Bill 407 died much like the birds and 
bees of Banta and Unruh.  

Healthy 
and STRONG

We understand how much you 
value your birds. Our feeds 
have been carefully crafted 
through decades of research 
to include the ideal blend of 
ingredients for optimal 
health. The science is 
advanced, but our 
philosophy is simple —              
we believe good health                   
starts from within.

www.homesteadpoultryfeed.com
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create the National Cold War Memorial. He is an audio 
book narrator and award-winning journalist with more 
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working as a journalist, he developed news training 
programs at three universities and a school district. 
Find his books at Plaskon.org and follow his family 
adventures at facebook.com/kyrilplaskon.
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AS DISCUSSED IN PREVIOUS ARTICLES, 
domestic animals can also be considered critical 
or threatened, just like wild animals. The Shetland 

and Steinbacher geese are both listed as critical — the most 
severe listing from The Livestock Conservancy. This means 
fewer than 500 birds in the U.S., with five or fewer prima-
ry breeding flocks (50 birds or more), and less than 1,000 
around the world. We need dedicated poultry enthusiasts to 
keep these breeds around. 

SHETLAND GEESE 
Jonathan Loftin has been raising Shetland geese for about 

a dozen years in Springfield, Oregon. With five geese in his 
flock currently, he notices that they are not super fertile, with 
many eggs laid but not a lot hatching. He wonders if other 
breeders experience the same problem. With Shetland geese 
being so rare, he doesn’t know how to find other flocks and 
breeders. This is a shame because they are an excellent addi-
tion to a homestead. 

“They are excellent foragers and not particularly friendly, 
which makes them good watch geese,” Loftin says. “They are 
lovely little geese and very active.” He adds that the culled 
Shetlands make a delicious roast goose. 

Last year two geese set on a dozen eggs between them, and 
only three goslings hatched. While he has used artificial incu-
bators in the past, the geese do a better job than the incubator, 
so he lets them set. 

Shetland geese are sexually dimorphic; the males have 
white plumage as adults and are yellow as goslings. Females 
are gray and white, and goslings are golden yellow with a 
dark gray back. 

“Traditionally in Shetland, they were depended on to fol-
low the sheep to help keep the parasites burden down,” Loftin 
explains. “They have a funny way of grazing when the grass 
is tall. They skim the top of the grass like they are getting the 
parasites.” 

He supplements their foraging with a high-protein mash. 
He tells me that they do a great job at keeping about 100x100 
feet of grass in check. 

Loftin’s flock started when a friend wanted to rehome a 
pair and generously donated them to him. With a flock of 
Shetland sheep, the addition of Shetland geese was on point. 
His homestead, at just under five acres, also includes hybrid 
chickens and honey bees. 

These geese are very uncommon. With the main breeder, 
Dave Holderread, retiring a few years ago and selling off 
most of the birds to a Canadian farm, they are even rarer in 
the U.S. Loftin says that Holderread was generous with his 

Shetland and Steinbacher Geese
BY KENNY COOGAN

Loftin's Shetland geese.  

Steinbacher pair. Photo courtesy of The Livestock Conservancy.   
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time, very friendly, and a lovely man. 
But without someone whose primary 
focus is to breed rare waterfowl, what 
will their future look like? 

Loftin has been frustrated with the 
situation. Delays in USPS shipping 
have possibly exacerbated the already 
low fertile eggs he has shipped. 

Loftin concludes, “I wish it weren’t a 
far-flung interest.” 

To collaborate with Loftin, contact 
him at jonathanloftin@hotmail.com. 

STEINBACHER GEESE  
In a mountainous and forested region 

of Germany, in the early 20th century, 
the Steinbacher geese were developed. 
Known as the Steinbacher Kampfgänse 
(Steinbacher Fighting Goose), pairs are 
territorial but can be friendly to humans 
when hand-reared. 

Bernd and Mari Krebs first imported 
the geese to the U.S. from Germany in 
2004. Mari tells me it was a lengthy 
paperwork process with a 30-day quar-
antine in Lockport, New York. Their 
initial import was two pairs of blue and 
two pairs of grey, which totaled a little 
over $1,000 per bird. 

This lofty adventure of saving rare 
geese started when their eldest son ex-
hibited feedstore goslings at local fairs 
and poultry shows. With no ribbons 
due to them not meeting the standard, 
he did some research to find purebreds. 
He found the blue Steinbacher geese of 
Germany stunning. 

“You know how kids are; they like to 
win,” Mrs. Krebs says. 

Her dad and sister, who reside in Ger-
many, did further research on the breed. 
Mrs. Krebs’ sister lives near a blue 
breeder, so they decided to get these 
purebred geese to raise and show in the 
United States. 

They bred their initial eight birds 
until they had over 50 blue Steinbacher 
birds to show at a 2011 exhibition. This 
allowed the blue variety to be added to 
the APA standard.   

“There are certain hallmarks of the 
breed that you have to watch for,” Mrs. 
Krebs explains. “Black-lined lips on the 
serration of the beak and bean should 
have a stark contrast to the orange bill. 
They look a little bit fierce like that.” 

After much experimenting and breed-
ing, the Krebs have discovered that the 

black lining comes more from the fa-
ther. When they sell show-quality birds 
at $900 a pair, the hand-picked birds 
will produce award-winning offspring. 
The father needs to have a perfect line 
of black or even too much to offset a 
female that doesn't display enough. 

“You can’t go the other way around, 
where the gander has a little, but the fe-
male has a lot,” Mrs. Krebs has learned. 

While the geese can become very 
broody and display good mothering and 
fathering abilities, the Krebs have found 
that they have higher fertility when kept 
in pairs compared to a flock. 

“Ganders are so interested in fighting 
off evil, they don’t do a good job of 
breeding if other males are around,” 
Mrs. Krebs says. “They were bred to 
fight.” 

On their 15-acre farm, where the 
geese have access to the front five 
acres with a pond, the Krebs also 
raise another German breed of geese 
— Emdens. With a barn that includes 
inside pens with outside access, most 
birds are paired up, and the remaining 
birds are in a flock situation until they 
are sold, paired up, or butchered. Pairs 

Shetland geese. Photo courtesy of The Livestock Conservancy.  

“They are excellent 
foragers and not 

particularly friendly, 
which makes them 
good watch geese,” 
Loftin says. “They 

are lovely little geese 
and very active.” He 
adds that the culled 
Shetlands make a 

delicious roast goose.
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are visually blocked from one another 
with boards to keep the aggression to a 
minimum.   

While some people think they have 
low infertility, the Krebs believe this is 
due to the environments that they are 
being raised in. 

“They get easily excited,” Mrs. Krebs 
says. “Fighting wears them out, with 
them fighting with their wings and bills. 
They can get bruised up. To have good 
breeding success, separate them and 
provide breeding pans.” 

While the geese are great at hatching 
their own eggs, the Krebs sometimes 
pull eggs to get two broods. 

“They are such good parents,” Mrs. 
Krebs says. “They are really sweet to 
watch. If you raise them in the incuba-
tors, it’s good to hand-raise them for at 
least a few weeks, so they are used to 
people and friendly.” 

“Steinbacher eggs have a denser shell 
than Emdens’, so don’t put any water 
in the incubator,” Mrs. Krebs suggests. 
“The eggs have to lose 16% or more of 
the original weight, and if they can’t 
lose that, they will have a big egg yolk 
sack attached. While they may pip, they 
won’t be successful.” 

Currently, they have about 40 Stein-
bacher geese. Most of them are blue but 
still have a few grey. They have sold 
birds to many hobbyists in different 
states and parts of Canada. Right before 
COVID-19, they imported a few more 
pairs to add to the bloodlines. 

They still raise these rare geese, after 
nearly 18 years, to honor their son’s 
memory. Their young son died a few 
years ago in an accident. 

“Our son was a poultry whiz. Every 
year we would go through the flock in 
the fall see who is a roasted goose or 
who would be good for breeding.” 

If you are interested in obtaining 
your own pair, you may contact them at 
Steinbachers4ever@gmail.com.  

We also sell gray Kosher King and 
Color Yield Freedom Rangers and 

Cornish Cross chicks!

  Perfect for free-range environments, these  
tri-colored or red feathered chickens grow to  
5-6 lbs in just 9-11 weeks. They are an active 
breed and thrive when allowed to free range, 

scratch and dust bathe in natural sunlight.

Quality You  Can Count OnQuality You  Can Count On

717-336-4878 • www.FreedomRangerHatchery.com

KENNY COOGAN is a food, farm, 
and flower national columnist. 
He has a Master’s degree in 
Global Sustainability and leads 
workshops about owning 
chickens, vegetable gardening, 
animal training, and corporate 
team building. His upcoming 
book, Florida’s Carnivorous 
Plants, will be available late 2021 
at kennycoogan.com.

Breed:  
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Status:  
Critical
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Meat,  

Weeding

Egg Color: 
White

Egg Size:  
Large

Market Weight: 
8-10lbs. 

Temperament: 
Active,  
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Breed:  
STEINBACHER
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Critical

Use:  
Meat

Egg Color: 
White

Egg Size:  
Large

Market Weight: 
8-10lbs. 

Temperament: 
Confident

Loftin's Shetland geese.  
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ALL FEATHERS START AS SMALL, LIVING 
organs. There are numerous layers and parts to each 
feather. The new feather contains a small artery in 

the middle and several veins, all responsible for supplying 
blood, oxygen, and nutrition to the newly-forming “feath-
er-organ.” Each feather will eventually mature, then die and 
fall off at some point in the bird’s life. A new feather devel-
ops from the follicle to replace 
it. This can happen just a few 
feathers at a time, which is an 
almost imperceptible change, 
or may occur en masse when a 
bird or domestic fowl undergoes 
a seasonal molt and loses many 
feathers in a short time. One very 
interesting thing that any veteran 
poultry breeder can tell you is 
that the color hues of a bird’s 
feathers and slight variations in 
the actual patterns can happen 
when the new feathers grow 
back. Birds, including domestic 
poultry, are covered with an array 
of different types of feathers, 
each serving a distinct role in the 
bird’s survival, functioning, and 
health. 

Heredity and genetics highly regulate feather color and 
patterns, some of which are sex-linked. Several readers asked 
for an article on the basic genetics behind such patterns and 

the difference between barred, cuckoo, and splash versus 
mottled. In this article, we will take a look at these. 

BARRED AND CUCKOO PATTERNS 
The barred or cuckoo pattern in chickens … those beau-

tiful little birds we see, with the horizontal black and white 
stripes, or “bars,” going around their bodies, have been 

one of the favorites of poultry 
keepers for at least 300 years. 
These birds, often referred to 
as “Dominickers,” are peppered 
throughout early American and 
colonial history. Breeds include 
Barred Rocks, Cuckoo Marans, 
Scott’s Greys (found mainly in 
the United Kingdom), Barred 
Cochins, and Dominiques. The 
barring gene is dominant and 
is sex-linked. This means it is 
attached to the male sex chromo-
some (called the Z chromosome 
by scientists). Male birds have 
two male sex chromosomes 
(written as ZZ), and female birds 
have one Z chromosome plus a 
smaller, female chromosome, 
called the W chromosome (often 

shown as ZW in scientific writing). 
As the gene for barring is dominant (designated by the 

symbol B), only one gene is necessary for this color pattern 

Mottled birds have randomly 
applied white blotches on 
the tips of darker feathers 
(generally black, but it can 

include other colors), blocking 
out darker pigmentation in 

these areas. Splash feathering 
is grey, blackish-grey, and black 
splotches randomly splattered 

over white plumage. 

Barred, Cuckoo,  
Mottled, and 

Splash 
Common feather patterns and the 

genetics behind them.

BY DOUG OTTINGER 

poultry 101

 Splash patterning on a Silkie chicken.
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to dominate the plumage. Female barred birds carry one 
B gene, and males carry either one or two, depending on 
whether they are purebred or mixed with something else. 
Roosters with two barring genes (BB) often have crisper, 
sharper barring on the plumage than those with only one 
barring gene (B), although both will have barred or cuckoo 
plumage. 

What is the exact difference between “barred” or 
“cuckoo,” since they both come from the same genetic or-
igins? In the United States, the term barred refers to plumage 
that has clean, sharp, distinct bars or lines. The term cuckoo 
often refers to patterns that are not as sharp and distinct, may 
be somewhat murky, or have uneven edges to the barring on 
the feathers. One prime example is Barred Rocks which have 
sharper, cleaner lines or bars, versus Dominiques, which 
have more murky, less defined lines. In some other regions 
of the world, the term cuckoo refers to barring in general, so 
even in poultry circles, you will run into national and region-
al terms that may be different. 

Does barring and cuckoo only come in black and white 
patterns? There are several different color patterns currently 
found in barred birds. One beautiful example is the Lemon 
Cuckoo pattern found in Lemon Cuckoo Niederrheiners, an 

In the United States, the term barred 
refers to plumage that has clean, sharp, 
distinct bars or lines. The term cuckoo 
often refers to patterns that are not as 
sharp and distinct, may be somewhat 
murky, or have uneven edges to the 

barring on the feathers. 

The golden barring of a Lemon Cuckoo Neiderrheiner.

Top: A cuckoo feather pattern. Bottom: A "barred" pattern has 
sharper, more distinct lines than "cuckoo."
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old and rare breed from the lower Rhineland of Germany and 
the Netherlands. The color pattern consists of gorgeous, tan-
gerine-yellow stripes alternating with white stripes. Another 
pattern is chocolate barring, which has its own interesting 
twists for breeders, as the chocolate gene in poultry is also a 
sex-linked gene but is recessive. 

SPLASH AND MOTTLED PATTERNS 
If you took a big paintbrush, dipped it in paint, and flung 

the paint at your chickens, you might get something remote-
ly akin to these feather patterns. Unlike barred and cuckoo, 
mottled and splash plumage have separate genetic origins and 
should not be confused with each other. 

Mottled birds have randomly applied white blotches on the 
tips of darker feathers (generally black, but it can include oth-
er colors), blocking out darker pigmentation in these areas. 
The mottling gene is recessive (designated by the letters mo), 
so two genes are needed for mottling to occur. The mottling 
gene is quite variable in the way it expresses itself. Not all 
feathers are mottled. Wings often show more mottling than 

body feathers. Mottling may be very random over the bird’s 
body. Breeders who raise show-quality mottled breeds work 
long and hard at selective breeding for many years to bring 
their flocks to near perfection. This one pattern takes dedica-
tion and patience to perfect, but a flock of well-mottled fowl 
can be very stunning. Mottling has been introduced to many 
breeds. Some beautiful examples include Anconas, Mottled 
Houdans, Mottled Javas, and Mottled Orpingtons. 

Splash feathering is grey, blackish-grey, and black splotch-
es randomly splattered over white plumage. It is controlled 
by two recessive “splash genes” (designated as bb). When 
these genes are crossed with birds having an incompletely 
dominant black gene, the resulting offspring holding the 
genes Bb will be a slate-grey color, known as “blue.” (This 
is designated by B for a single gene or BB if two genes are 
present, but do not confuse this with the B or BB gene for 
barring — the same letter, but different genes.) This blue does 
not breed true. A fowl with BB or two black genes, crossed 
with a bb or splash fowl, will, in theory, produce nothing but 
the slate-grey, “blue” offspring (Bb). Crossing two “blue” 

Mottled patterning of a Mille Fleur d'Uccle.

Lavender Ameraucanas.
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DOUG OTTINGER raises chickens, 
ducks, and geese on his small hobby 
farm. Doug's educational background 
is in agriculture, with an emphasis 
in poultry and avian genetics. Doug 
recently lost his wife and companion 
of 40 years, following her long battle 
with Multiple Sclerosis, and he is 
continuing writing and working from 
his small hobby farm in far-Northewest 
Minnesota.  

fowl will result in 50% of the offspring 
being blue (Bb), 25% will be black 
(BB), and 25% will have the splash 
pattern (bb). Blue Andalusians, an old 
Mediterranean breed similar to Leg-
horns in size and temperament, were 
one of the first breeds studied, almost 
100 years ago, that helped geneticists 
understand the working of these color 
patterns in chickens. Today, many 
beautiful blue and splash varieties of 
poultry breeds hold these genes in their 
genotypes, including the Andalusians, 
Jersey Giants, Orpingtons, and Cochins. 

There is also another slate-grey color 
called lavender. Two recessive genes 
control this (designated as lav). They 
look similar to the birds with the slate-
grey “blue” color, but crossing two lav-
ender birds gives all lavender offspring. 
There are many breeds with lavender 
varieties, including Orpingtons, Belgian 
Bearded d’Uccles, and Silkies. 

With approximately 23,000 known 
genes comprising the chicken genome, 
the possibilities are almost endless. The 
variations in the plumage of individual 
birds, especially mixed offspring, can 
be infinite. Just another reason so many 
of us become so addicted to keeping 
these personable little creatures.  

2022 PRE-ORDERS STARTING NOW
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Free 
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Caring  
for 

Chickens 
WITH  

SPECIAL NEEDS

BY REBECCA SANDERSON

WE ALL DO THE BEST WE CAN to care for our 
chickens. We give them food, water, shelter, and 
love. However, even with the best designs and 

intentions, things can go wrong whether it be in pre-hatch 
development or injury later. We can still house and care for 
special needs chickens with just a few modifications espe-
cially in feeding and watering. 

It is not uncommon for a chicken to hatch with a cross-
beak. This is when the top and bottom 
beak halves do not line up, and there are 
varying degrees of severity. A chicken 
with mild cross-beak may be able to 
completely live on their own without 
any accommodations. Caring for a 
chicken with cross-beak may include 
raising their feed tray up higher so it 
is easier for them to scoop the food 
into their beak if it does not close well 
around the food. If this does not work, 
a deep dish such as a dog food dish 
in which the chicken can stand in the food may be better. 
Water must be in a dish as nipple waterers will not work. If 
the cross beak is very severe, culling is not your only option. 
There are ways to keep this chicken alive and well with a 
good quality of life. Tricia Stone-Shumaker brought her 
cross-beak rooster, Poppy, inside as a house chicken. Being 
a house chicken, he must wear a chicken diaper, so he does 
not leave messes all over the floor. Poppy has a severe cross-
beak in which his two beak halves do not overlap. It was less 
severe when Poppy was young and continued to deviate as 
he matured. Because of this, Poppy cannot scoop food into 

his mouth at all. Tricia makes a special food for Poppy which 
she calls “torpedo feeding.” The “torpedoes” are made from 
chick crumble that has been ground to a flour consistency 
mixed with raw egg and coconut oil to reach a Play-dough-
like texture. This can then be rolled into thin pretzel-stick 
shapes that Tricia inserts into Poppy’s mouth. She feeds him 
two to three times per day with morning and evening being 
the main feedings. A chicken must have a full crop before 

roosting for the night. You can gently 
feel for when their crop is full. 

Some chickens with a severe cross-
beak may need to be fed by syringe. 
They will also need assistance with 
self-grooming as their beak is not adept 
at preening. You may need to occasion-
ally blow-dry the chicken and roll the 
feathers at the base to help disperse the 
oils throughout. Although diatomaceous 
earth is controversial for use with ani-
mals to begin with, it absolutely cannot 

be used with cross-beak chickens because they are less able 
to keep the dust out of their airway. Cross-beak is often ge-
netic, so you should take care that your cross-beak chickens 
are not among those that reproduce in your flock. Easter 
Eggers tend to be more prone to cross-beak. 

A chicken that cannot walk, either from injury such as 
frostbite or a congenital deformity, will need extra assistance. 
They cannot simply sit on the ground all day, so a chair 
should be constructed for them. Some chickens who have 
simply lost toes may still be able to care for themselves all 
except for roosting. It is also possible in some cases to make 

Juno hanging out with the flock. Juno lost his legs due to frostbite. Photo credit Jennifer Beal.  

Cross-beak is often 
genetic, so you should 

take care that your 
cross-beak chickens are 

not among those that 
reproduce in your flock.
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Poppy at three weeks old.  
Photo credit Tricia Stone-Shumaker.  

Tricia feeding Poppy “torpedo” food.  

a “wheelchair” for the chicken and 
equip it with prosthetic legs so it can 
still move around. These chickens will 
need to have a chicken diaper, so they 
do not sit in their own excrement all 
day. They will also need food and water 
dishes raised up and usually attached to 
their chair for ease of access. 

Blind chickens can sometimes live 
normal lives in the coop, or they may 
need indoor care. They will rely on 
their food dishes always being in the 
exact same location, so they do not have 
to search for them. If other chickens 
peck at the eyes of the blind chicken or 
pick on it, it will need to be separated 
with a friend that doesn’t pick on it. 
Often those with disabled chickens find 
that the chicken will have a close friend 
in the flock who cares for and guides 
them. Free range only with supervision. 

Chickens with neurological issues 
often lose the use of their legs, so you 
can default to the same protocol as 
chickens that cannot walk. They may 
have a harder time feeding and fending 
for themselves. 

When caring for a special needs 
chicken, you must first determine if the 
chicken can survive on its own with a 
few accommodations or if it needs more 
help. Many special needs chickens can 
remain in the coop either with the rest 
of the flock or in their own fenced off 
space where they have company but 
will not be picked on. It is important 
to weigh your special needs chicken 
occasionally to see if they are gaining/
maintaining weight or if they are losing 
and need more care. House birds can 
get along with other pets if they can all 
learn to respect each other. Not every 
pet is willing to do this, and only you 
can judge if your pets will. At night 
they can have their own roost perhaps 
in a bathroom or sleep in a basket. 

Caring for a special needs chicken 
takes extra time, but not as much as you 
may think. Hand-feeding does not take 
long and only needs to happen a couple 
of times per day. The chickens are often 
content to “hang out” with the family 
in the house or follow you around in 

chores, depending on their limitations. 
If you are not willing or able to take the 
extra time for this care, there are many 
people who will gladly take the oppor-
tunity. Search for support groups for 
rehoming and caring for chickens with 
special needs. Caring for these chickens 
often gives people a sense of purpose 
and fulfillment creating a symbiotic 
relationship. 

In caring for a chicken with extra 
needs, it is important to find a veterinar-
ian who will do check-ups on poultry to 
help with ongoing care. Having higher 
needs does not have to be a death sen-
tence for a chicken. They can still live 
fulfilling lives with just a little accom-
modation and give you plenty of love in 
return.  

Nelson is a blind goose. Photo credit Mallory 
Williams. 

Chicken diapers are great for house chickens.  
Photo credit Tricia Stone-Shumaker.  

REBECCA SANDERSON grew up 
in a very small town in Idaho with 
a backyard full of chickens, goats, 
sometimes sheep and ducks, and other 
random animals in addition to the cats 
and dogs. She is now married with two 
little girls and loves the homesteading 
life! Her husband is very supportive 
(tolerant) of her continued experiments 
in making many items from scratch 
and he even helps sometimes. 
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WHEN CHICKEN OWNERS 
start thinking about ani-
mal-proofing their chicken 

coops, the intruders who come to mind 
are usually the obvious predators, like 
foxes, weasels, and snakes. And when 
they consider rodents that might cause 
problems for their flocks, few people 
go beyond considering mice and maybe 
rats. However, chicken coops are much 
more susceptible than houses to animal 
invasion, and there are a number of 
rodents that chicken owners could eas-
ily overlook — until they break in and 
start wreaking havoc among the hens. 
Fortunately, most of these problematic 
rodents can be kept out of the coop with 
a little bit of ingenuity and some careful 
planning. 

SQUIRRELS
Both ground and tree squirrels can 

become a nuisance in a chicken coop. 
Most often they’ll target unsecured 
chicken feed and maybe eggs, but they 
can also occasionally kill chicks if left 
unchecked. Ground squirrels may be 
more of a threat than their tree-dwell-
ing cousins, because they tend to hunt 
in packs, but almost all squirrels are 
relatively fearful of humans and can be 
easily shooed away if caught in the act. 
They can also be deterred by traditional  

predator-proofing techniques, like 
burying fencing and reinforcing the 
coop with hardware cloth (not chicken 
wire, which is too weak and has holes 
too large to keep most small predators 
out). Chicken owners concerned about 
squirrels should also consider cutting 
back any tree branches that overhang 
their coops or runs. Perhaps the most 
effective squirrel deterrent, though, is 
simply eliminating the most appealing 
food sources by securing the chicken 
feed in an animal-proof box and col-
lecting fresh-laid eggs as frequently as 
possible.

CHIPMUNKS
Chipmunks, fortunately, are too 

small to pose a real threat to your hens 
or their eggs. They are, however, still 
large enough to get into the chicken 
feed and create quite a mess. As with 
squirrels, the best methods for keeping 

chipmunks out of the chicken feed are 
hardware cloth and a secure storage 
box. Keep in mind that the imperative 
for keeping chipmunks out of the coop 
isn’t just to protect the feed, but also to 
protect the hens, as any regular rodent 
presence in the coop will only attract 
larger animals — cats, snakes, foxes, 
hawks — that won’t only want to prey 
on the rodents, but also the hens or their 
chicks. 

VOLES
Voles, like chipmunks, are proba-

bly too small to pose a direct threat to 
anything but the chicken feed; if one 
does get into the chicken coop, it’s sig-
nificantly more likely that the hens are 
going to pose a threat to the vole than 
the other way around. However, voles 
are prolific burrowers, and any tunnels 
they dig under the coop could represent 
the beginning of an access point for 

Rodents 
THAT CAN BE A  
PROBLEM FOR 

BACKYARD  
CHICKENS

BY CHRIS LESLEY  
FROM CHICKENS AND MORE

Chipmunks are after chicken feed and can cause quite a mess. Their presence can encourage 
other predators to show up in your coop.
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Any tunnels that voles dig under the coop could represent the beginning of an 
access point for snakes or other burrowing menaces.

snakes or other burrowing menaces, so 
if nothing else, voles are an advertise-
ment for the importance of sinking any 
fences and/or hardware cloth at least 
12 inches underground to hold off the 
tunnellers.

MICE
Mice can be a major problem in any 

building; they’ll make nests in anything 
soft, poop everywhere, chew on the 
wiring, and, of course, get in the chick-
en feed. For chicken owners, besides 
the feed problem, the biggest threat of 
their presence is that they might attract 
larger, more pernicious predators. One 
of the best ways to prevent a mouse 
infestation in a coop is to elevate that 
coop at least a foot of the ground, 
which will eliminate the space under 
the coop as an attractive place for the 
mice to build a nest. 

RATS
Rats are the rodent that probably 
evokes the most visceral hate and/or 
fear response in most people, and for 
chicken owners, this isn’t unwarranted. 
Rats can be much bigger and more  
aggressive than most of the other 
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CHRIS LESLEY has been raising backyard chickens for 
over 20 years and is the Chickens and More poultry 
expert. She has a flock of 11 chickens (including three 
Silkies) and is currently teaching people all around the 
world how to care for healthy chickens.
chris@chickensandmoremag.com

rodents covered here, and therefore that much harder to 
eliminate; even a veteran barn cat can do very little when 
faced with an aggressive, well-established rat colony. Like all 
rodents, rats are attracted to the feed, not the chickens, though 
they will eat eggs and sometimes even attack the hens if they 
try to gang up on them. Here again, prevention is crucial: 
Secure your chicken feed, elevate the coop, and be thorough 
with the hardware cloth. If the coop does develop a persistent 
rat problem, calling an exterminator might be the best bet, if 
only because any DIY attempts at laying rat poison are likely 
to affect the hens as well.

Rodent problems, unfortunately, are almost inevitable 
for any chicken owner, and knowing how to deal with and 
(preferably) prevent them is one of the most important skills 
for any owner to have. Whether it’s a few chipmunks chowing 
down on the chicken feed or a full-blown rat invasion, rodents 
are, at the least, a headache, and, at the worst, a serious threat 
to the flock, either by spreading disease or paving the way 
for larger, more aggressive predators to follow. Either way, a 
good laying of hardware cloth and, most importantly, locking 
the chicken feed in an animal-proof box will go a long way in 
keeping your chicken coop happy, healthy, and untroubled by 
unwanted visitors.  

Rats can be much bigger and more 
aggressive than most of the other 
rodents covered here, and therefore 
that much harder to eliminate; even 
a veteran barn cat can do very little 
when faced with an aggressive, well-
established rat colony.

Ground squirrels may be more of a threat than their tree-dwelling 
cousins, because they tend to hunt in packs.

Like all rodents, rats are attracted to the feed, not the chickens, 
though they will eat eggs.
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poultry life

BARNACRE ALPACAS IN RURAL Northumberland, 
England, is a small alpaca farm run by Debbie and 
Paul Rippon, who breed and 

sell friendly pet and champion alpac-
as. They do alpaca walks, training, 
knitwear, and holiday cottages. They 
also have rare breed and fancy hens! 
The hens get on well with the alpac-
as, and like to be in on the action 
during the visitor experiences!  

Barnacre Alpacas is open to the 
public by appointment for alpaca 
walks and talks — it is not a petting 
zoo, but the people who visit do see 
the other animals while they're there, 
including the farm’s flock of 11 
chickens. 

Debbie and Paul first started 
keeping hens 14 years ago, choos-
ing brown hybrids for their prolific 
egg-laying habits. As time passed, and their interest in differ-
ent breeds of chickens grew, they decided to get some other 

breeds including Cream Legbars and Welsummers.  
Today they have a 110-acre farm with around 300 alpacas 

as well as donkeys, goats, sheep, 
cats, and a flock of hens. They don’t 
sell the eggs, preferring to use them 
in their cooking and to put in the 
holiday cottages that people rent for 
their summer vacations. 

One of their most recent and most 
popular acquisitions are the Golden 
Brahma hens, a rare breed, which 
they spotted at an auction three years 
ago. They instantly fell in love with 
the birds’ impressive plumage.  

Debbie says, “We got the Golden 
Brahma hens when we went to a 
local Feather and Furs Auction to get 
Legbars, which we like for their blue 
eggs. We saw some Golden Brahma 
hens on show and thought they were 

really interesting. We read about their docile nature, thought 
they looked very nice, and decided to buy three of them. 

One of their most recent 
and most popular 

acquisitions are the  
Golden Brahma hens,  

a rare breed, which they 
spotted at an auction three 
years ago. They instantly 
fell in love with the birds’ 

impressive plumage.

BY SUSIE KEARLEY
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They’re on rare breed lists and we are 
hoping to breed them eventually, but 
we don’t have fertilized eggs at the 
moment. We’re trying to get a Golden 
Brahma cockerel. 

“The Golden Brahma hens are a fa-
vorite with visitors too. They look like 
prehistoric birds, with fluffy feet. Peo-
ple are interested in them because they 
look a bit different to any other chicken 
they've seen. They lay brown eggs.” 

STICKING A BEAK INTO 
ALPACA WALKS 

During lockdown in the UK, the 
Alpaca Walks and Talks were post-
poned, but they have now resumed, 
with COVID-19 security measures and 
social distancing in operation for the 

foreseeable future. Hand sanitizer is 
a “must” at the start and end of each 
walk, and until the pandemic is over, 
numbers on each walk are limited to six 
people.  

Debbie says, “When we take peo-
ple on the alpaca walks and talks, the 
visitors feed the alpacas carrots, and 
some drop on the floor. The chickens 
are there like a shot, eating the carrots. 
The alpacas won’t pick them up off the 
ground, so they don’t mind the chickens 
sticking their beaks in. 

“The hens get on well with the 
alpacas, who keep foxes away. The 
chickens run around the alpaca field, 
pick through their poo for nuggets of 
nutrition, and forage in the alpacas’ 
food troughs! They’re funny when they 
run. They look hilarious flapping and 
running at the same time, but they’re 
not as daft as people think they are — 
they know when it’s alpaca feeding 
time, and they’re there to clean up! 

“We have 11 chickens now” one 
Cream Legbar, three Welsummers, 
three Brahmas, and four ex-battery 
hens. We’ve got a newborn chick who’s 
a cross between a Legbar and a brown 

hen, just five weeks old. We also had a 
Welsummer once who laid green eggs, 
which was a bit of a novelty.”  

HOW IT ALL BEGAN 
Barnacre Alpacas opened in 2007, 

after Debbie and Paul decided to 
make some dramatic lifestyle changes, 
inspired by a television documentary 
they’d seen. The film was about alpaca 
farming and the lifestyle appealed to 
them. They both had traditional office 
jobs in Nottingham area, so going into 
farming was a massive change to their 
way of life.  

“We spent three years researching 
these enchanting animals and the way 
of life they bring,” says Debbie. In 2006 
Paul took a job in Northumberland, 
enabling Debbie to give up work as an 
insurance broker and turn their dream 
of opening an alpaca farm into reality.  

They started keeping chickens as 
soon as they moved to Northumberland, 
starting with the best laying breeds and 
then keeping more exotic varieties as 
her interest in hen keeping grew.  

“In February 2007 we took delivery 
of our first three pregnant alpacas,” 
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Debbie explains. “We called them 
Duchess, Blossom, and Willow.” The 
couple immersed themselves in the 
new venture, learning new farming, 
construction, and self-sufficiency tech-
niques along the way. Soon, they were 
taking on other animals too. Their me-
nagerie grew to include goats, sheep, 
and donkeys. 

In 2017, Paul, Debbie, and their 
collection of animals moved to Turpin’s 
Hill Farm in the beautiful Tyne Valley, 
less than a mile from the historic 
Hadrian’s Wall Path. They’ve since 
improved the facilities on the farm, 
with new buildings and better parking 
for visitors. 

 “With no farming background, the 
learning curve has been very steep, and 
we still learn something most days,” 
says Debbie. “With over 400 births and 
a variety of purchases and imports, our 
herd has grown to around 300 alpacas.” 

The chickens have been there for the 
whole journey, sharing the alpacas’ 
feeding trough and getting along well 
with their woolly friends! The hens’ 
funny antics brighten Debbie's day!   

www.barnacre-alpacas.co.uk
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I HAVE RAISED NUMEROUS CHICKENS 
over the years and have enjoyed each and 
every one of them, no matter the breed. Yet, 

at the top of my all-time favorites list, there 
appears more than a smattering of Cochins. Our 
family loves their extra-thick layering of soft, 
silky feathers that extend to their legs and feet. 
Especially appealing is their calm and friendly 
disposition. Our girls have been known even to 
pick them up and carry them around like baby 
dolls.    

However, I raised one Cochin rooster who 
did not precisely fit the mold. He had very little 
in common with roosters of any breed, but we 
liked him anyway. His name was Red Bottom, 
and this is his story. (Yes, we actually named 
him Red Bottom. Now, stick with me.) 

The eyes of this most unusual rooster first 
opened upon the world from inside my incuba-
tor. A late arrival, Red Bottom came out more 
than 48 hours after the standard Day 21 hatch 
date. We were certainly delighted to discover 
this sixth chick, for I had guessed that no more 
of them would hatch this late. However, there 
was a bit of sadness as we curiously studied 
him more closely through the little window. 
The poor boy appeared to be weak and sickly. 
Most notably, his rear end was beet red and 
grossly enlarged, without a single tiny feather 
anywhere on it. 

“What is this? Whatever could have caused 
such a thing,” we naturally wondered. At first, 
we thought it might be some form of disease, 
but an internet search yielded no information 

The  
Legend of  
Red Bottom:  
Back Story of  
an Odd Bird
BY MARK M. HALL
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on such an illness. Still, out of a lack of 
knowledge and an abundance of cau-
tion, we did not let our girls touch him. 

Shortly after Red Bottom hatched 
out, a new pullet made her entrance 
into the world. We were delighted to 
see that she was healthy and active. Un-
fortunately, she found his deformity to 
be quite interesting and began pecking 
away at it while they were still inside 
the incubator. Right away, I moved 
them both to the brooder with all of 
the other chicks and replaced the white 
bulb with a red one to prevent any more 
pecking. 

Small and listless, Red Bottom was 
the runt among the seven newly hatched 
chicks. I did not suppose that he would 
amount to much, but he proved me 
wrong over the next few weeks. He 
grew rapidly and soon caught up in size 
with the other two cockerels. At the 
same time, his large rear end steadily 
decreased in size.  

It was a relief to see the strange red 
bulge reducing. I couldn’t imagine why 
it was swelled in the first place, but it 
didn’t matter anymore. Red Bottom’s 
bottom was on the road to recovery. 
Soon this less-than-desirable start 
would only be remembered by the 
peculiarity of his name. Perhaps we 
would even change his name altogether. 
After all, the name would not be fitting 
for a rooster with an ordinary backside.  

However, things didn’t go as I had 
expected. Strangely, once his bottom 
reached normal proportions, it contin-
ued shrinking until Red Bottom had 
no bottom at all. It is also strange that 
he still showed no growth of fuzzy 
fanny feathers, nor even the hint of a 
tail throughout all of this. Long, stringy 
feathers from his back hung unimpres-
sively over his very tiny heinie. As a 
result, a side profile of Red Bottom 
revealed that he was quite narrow from 
bow to stern, as though he was only 
half of a chicken.        

Now one may think that a rooster 
minus much of his posterior might be 
a humble, friendly creature. Let me 
assure you that such was not the case 

with Red Bottom. Far from docile, 
he was a most sensitive bully. No one 
dared look at him for any length of 
time. When someone did, he wore an 
expression that seemed to ask harshly, 
“Hey! What are you lookin’ at?” This 
was often followed by a wild chase, 
which would have been irritating had 
his awkward running style not looked 
so funny. Being chased by an angry, 
disproportionate rooster is an experi-
ence not to be missed, should you ever 
get the chance.     

Over time, Red Bottom underwent 
some changes, growing strong and 
sturdy. He also developed a crow that I 
found to be superior to all of his coun-
terparts, before or after — loud and 
shrill, with no hoarse garble. In time, 
even his sensitive demeanor changed, 
for he had become the flock leader. 
Now, he spent all of his time strutting 
around and trying to look cool. 

Red Bottom was a singularly mem-
orable character and has regrettably 
passed on to greener pastures and 
bottomless feeders. Nevertheless, his 
legend lives on, for his puzzling rear is 
still shrouded in mystery. Even now, the 
reason for his most unusual abnormali-
ty has not been discovered. Did he have 
some sort of infection? Perhaps there 
was an incubator maladjustment? Was 
this all due simply to genetics? We may 
never know the answer, but we hope to 
“get to the bottom” of this someday.  

MARK M. HALL lives with his 
wife, their three daughters, and 
numerous pets on a four-acre slice 
of paradise in rural Ohio. Mark is a 
veteran small-scale chicken farmer 
and an avid observer of nature. As 
a freelance writer, he endeavors 
to share his life experiences in a 
manner that is both informative 
and entertaining.
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AS A CHICKEN FARMER, 
protecting your flock from 
predators can feel like a 

full-time job. No other domesticated 
animal is more relished by so many 
natural predators, and in rural Ohio, we 
certainly see our share of them. Here, 
the coyotes, foxes, mink, and even 
several birds of prey all consider the 
poor chicken a tasty meal. However, 
the threat sighted most frequently is the 
raccoon. 

A family of them seems to live on the 
far side of our creek, at the edge of the 
woods. Whenever the water is shallow, 
they come across and look for their next 
meal. Shortly after dark, two pairs of 
glowing eyes appear in the tall grass at 
the edge of our field. The narrow, plat-
inum orbs are reflected in the dim light 
of my headlamp as they slink steadily 
closer. (It still gives me the creeps just 
thinking about it!) 

They are pesky critters bent on 
finding something to eat at every turn. 
Of course, our trash is a veritable 
smorgasbord that must be investigated 
frequently. I have caught them in the act 
numerous times when I’m leaving for 
work in the wee hours of the morning. 
This is how the encounter usually goes: 
All is quiet as I walk to the car, except 
for an obvious rummaging sound com-
ing from somewhere nearby. Just ahead, 

our large trash can rattles and shakes as 
it’s thoroughly ransacked. I’m detected 
right away, for the noise quickly stops 
altogether. Much like Oscar the Grouch, 
he pushes up the lid with the top of 
his head and peeks out at me. Seconds 
later, he scrambles away and is soon 
long gone. 

Garbage is interesting to all raccoons, 
but it's not what this bunch of scaven-
gers like best. Their dedicated efforts to 
sneak into the coop are proof positive 
of their culinary preference. Greatly 
desired is the high-class dining experi-
ence found within its hallowed walls. 
There, the menu includes fresh eggs, 
quality chicken feed, and sometimes 
tasty chicken treats. If the intruders are 
truly famished, they become dangerous 
and order up a fresh chicken platter, but 
thankfully they’re often too lazy and 
full to bother chasing one around first.   

 In recent years, I had enjoyed a great 
deal of success in keeping raccoons out 
of the coop. However, I was in for quite 
a surprise while checking on the chick-
ens one summer evening. Beyond the 
very familiar sight of chickens settling 
onto their roosts for the night, I could 
barely make out two furry objects in 
the waning light. “No way!” I thought. 
“It can’t be!” Yet, sure enough, there 
were two raccoons calmly observing 
me from just a few feet away. Strangely, 
the chickens did not seem frightened 
at all, as if they were perfectly happy 
with the new arrangement. On the other 
hand, I was certainly not the least bit 
fine with it, so I charged inside, clap-
ping my hands and shouting. The two 
drifters did not budge an inch and even 

The  
Victorious Virtuoso 
BY MARK M. HALL
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took on a look of agitation. I was pretty 
sure that there could be no positive 
outcomes resulting from an attack by 
two cornered raccoons, so I decided to 
back off and live to fight another day. 
I would regroup and come back with a 
plan to dislodge the two stowaways.     

I was relieved to find that all of the 
chickens were still alive and well in 
the morning. It was evident that the 
raccoons had been busy gobbling up 
feed and fresh eggs instead. (Sigh.) The 
handles on the feed tub were busted, 
where they had forced their way inside 
it. Layer pellets were scattered every-
where, and the two culprits gazed up 
at me from the far corner with smirks 
on their faces. “That does it!” I said in 
exasperation. “You two have got to go!” 
Still, I was unsure exactly how I would 
accomplish it.  

I shared the raccoon dilemma with 
our neighbor as we talked at the fence. 
He told me that raccoons were living 
in his horse barn not long ago and that 
music caused them to leave. “Music! 
Ah, yes!” I thought. “What a great 
idea!” I remembered that Dad used to 
leave a radio playing in the garden all 
night to keep critters away. Surely, it 
would work on these miscreants, too. I 
couldn’t wait to try it! 

 That afternoon, I poked my head 
into the coop and observed one of the 
freeloaders lounging inside. Incredibly, 
he was lying on his back atop the feed 

tub, lost in the pleasure of a food coma. 
He slowly turned his head and looked at 
me upside down with a lethargic grin. 
His huge belly, now on full display, was 
insulting and yet also highly amusing. 
In truth, I probably would have laughed 
out loud if I were not so annoyed by the 
intrusion. 

In any case, I was determined to 
get him out of there, but I had not yet 
decided how exactly I would go about 
setting up a radio inside the coop. 
Then an idea came to me. “What if I 
sing loudly? That might work just as 
well!” To be sure, singing to a raccoon 
sounded like a weird idea. It certain-
ly would not be something to tell the 
guys at work, but I was willing to try 
it. Moments later, I was bawling out, 
“Get out of here!” in my loudest, most 
obnoxious opera voice and carrying the 
last note with an especially irritating 
vibrato. Now, while it surely did not 

sound like something from The Barber 
of Seville, it did work amazingly well. 
The moment I started, the raccoon 
quickly rolled over and curled up into 
a ball. By the time it was over, he had 
crawled down the opposite side of the 
tub, slinked along the wall, and finally 
dashed out the door.  

Still belting out my motif, I patched 
up the hole where the raccoons had 
gained access. I felt good, even heroic, 
bringing the chickens back inside safe 
and sound. I was a triumphant tenor 
who scared away a dangerous preda-
tor with only the power of my voice. 
Graciously, I looked around for some 
accolades from the chickens, but they 
still seemed completely unfazed by  
the whole experience. They were 
certainly not clamoring for an encore 
performance. My bubble sufficiently 
pecked; I was reminded not to quit my 
day job!   

 That afternoon,  
I poked my head into 

the coop and observed 
one of the freeloaders 

lounging inside. 
Incredibly, he was lying 

on his back atop the 
feed tub, lost in the 

pleasure of a  
food coma.
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WE HAD MADE THE plunge, 
again! There they were, 
100-plus meat chickens, 

all peeping fluffballs with feet. After 
dipping each beak into water upon 
arriving home, I was exhausted, having 
finished this task in an uncomfortable 
crouched position. The fresh water, 
feed, and fluffy, fresh-smelling pine 
shavings, were spread all around. The 
heat lamps were in position, along with 
the thermometer I checked frequently. 
A barrier protected from drafts. The 
first step of raising chickens for meat 
was done. I was ready to go inside and 
make a chiropractor appointment! 

These chickens are called Jumbo 
Broilers and are bred specifically for 
meat production. They are ready to 
process at only eight weeks, sometimes 
reaching 12 pounds. They have very 
sturdy legs and love to eat — a lot! 

 These little 
ones were under 
our watchful eyes 
for four weeks 
as they gradually 
feathered out and 
were ready for the 
next stage. They 
were then trans-
ferred out to mov-
able pens for the 
next four weeks to 
grow until ready 
to process. Here, 
they were ready 
to be exposed to 
direct sun, wind, 
rain, dirt, grass, bugs, raccoons, and 
the occasional mink! We moved the 

pens each day, 50 chickens per pen, so 
they had plenty of room to grow to full 
weight.  

Each afternoon, my husband and I 
would move the pens together. This 
was not the easiest task, since all the 
chickens had to learn to move with the 
pen. Some are not as bright as others, 

and needed to be 
coaxed to move, 
by me whacking 
the side of the pen, 
and calling out to 
them to get a move 
on. Early on we 
noticed in one pen, 
that there was a 
lone, smaller, lame 
chicken always 
sitting at the very 
front; every time, 
so as we moved the 
pen forward, she 
would only have to 
move minimally. 

We started to look out for her every day 
at moving time, and there she would be, 

in the same spot. Thinking these meat 
chickens lacked in brains, except to 
eat, we questioned whether this action 
was thought through. We also noticed 
at other times she would plant herself 
next to the hanging waterers. Being 
lame, she would sit on her bottom, with 
her legs sticking straight out in front 
of her, and drink out of it. We thought 
this all was very strange, and we did the 
unthinkable and named our future food 
such a ridiculous name: Lamey. Though 
we could have been more creative, both 
of us worked full-time and with adding 
meat chickens to our lives, that’s all the 
creativity we could muster up!  

We looked out for Lamey every day. 
She continued to do the same things to 
survive and really didn’t grow much. 
It made the tediousness of raising meat 
chickens a little bit more enjoyable. 
These chickens are comical as they 
get larger, waddling as they walk and 
often sit down. You could almost hear 
them sigh, “oooof!” as they sat to get 
the weight off their legs. It is common 
to take the food away for a while every 

LAMEY
BY GINA STACK

Early on we noticed 
that there was a lone, 
smaller, lame chicken 
always sitting at the 

very front; every time, 
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day, so they won’t overeat and grow 
too fast. They love feeding time! As 
you pour the food, you can hear their 
feet stampeding frantically toward the 
feeders and then ravenously eating as if 
they were starving, which by looking at 
an average one, they obviously weren’t. 

When processing time came, we 
came across scrawny, little Lamey. We 
paused as my husband asked what we 
should do. Since she had a name and 
personality, we decided to spare her, 
which was hard to do since you can’t be 
a softy when raising animals for food. 
We had a huge fir tree beside where we 
were working, so he temporarily put her 
way underneath it. She couldn’t scoot 
too far. But processing is a messy and 
busy job, and we became preoccupied. 

When we had finished the chickens 
and cleaned up most of the mess, I went 
in the house to make dinner while my 
husband and son finished up. Our son 
came in as I cooked and reported that 
the neighborhood nuisance dog, who 
reportedly had killed and eaten the 
neighbors’ chickens, was in our yard 
by the big fir tree. I had forgotten we 
had put that puny chicken under it and 
screamed, “Lamey!” I flew outside, just 
in time to see her, scooting as fast as 
she could, out from under the shelter 
of the huge tree branches, away from 
this unstoppable villain. I grabbed her 
just in time, as that vicious dog was 
ready to pounce on 
her! My husband 
chased the dog 
away until she was 
out of sight as I 
was left standing 
there, holding 
this weird little 
chicken. I wasn’t 
sure what to do 
with her. Why, oh 
why did we have 
to go and name her? She had to be safe 
from that dog and getting pecked by my 
other layer hens, and she was too small 
to process. We put her back out into the 
now empty pen, alone. She now had 
her own personal food and water dishes 

too, along with a ton of room to scoot 
around in.   

Eventually, we put her into a smaller 
pen. Would she lay eggs? Would she 
live very long? She actually grew and 

wasn’t lame any-
more. Being quite 
large with those 
unmistakable stur-
dy meat chicken 
legs, she resem-
bled a fluffy, white 
footstool. Very 
passionate for 
food, you could 
hear her charging 
for the door when 

I came to feed her. At one point, I 
acquired a skinny little white Leghorn 
named Lucy that I put in with her. Poor 
Lucy was hardly allowed to eat, as 
Lamey would almost run her over at 
feeding time, barging to and hogging 

the dish, voraciously eating! I told her 
that she needed to earn her keep one 
day, and the next day, she laid an egg. 
She would lay one here and there, after 
that. God has such a sense of humor!  

At exactly one year from hatching, 
Lamey died. We have had other lame 
meat chickens since, but we have not 
named them or had another like her.   

As each snowflake is handcrafted 
and intricately made by God, even meat 
chickens can be unique — even though 
they are meant for food. They are fan-
tastic to eat; you won’t want to go back 
to store-bought. Just don't name your 
food!  

GINA STACK is a freelance writer 
in southwest Wisconsin. She, along 
with her husband and son, reside 
on five acres with 22 laying hens 
(some as old as 10 years!), a large 
vegetable garden, perennials, and 
Lily the pug.
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BY JOHN G. MOORE 

THE  
Persistent  
    Peacock

IT WAS HOT. TEXAS HOT. It was the end of July, just 
two weeks after my father passed away. My wife and I 
unloaded the car with sweat rolling off of us. 

We hadn’t been home for the entire two weeks, so my first 
goal was to carry an armload of luggage down the hall to the 
bedroom and turn the AC on 65 degrees F as I passed the 
thermostat. 

But I stopped in the living room when something caught 
my eye out of the front bay window.  

A peacock. 
“Honey,” I called to my wife, who was struggling to un-

load the car and wondering why I'd stopped helping her. 
“What?” she said. 
“There’s a peacock in our front yard.”  
“No, there’s not.” 
 “Yes, there is,” I said. “Come look.” 
She joined me in front of the window, and we both stared 

at a male peafowl pecking at things in the front yard. 
Since no one we knew in our rural neighborhood had pea-

fowl, it was as if this one had fallen from the sky. Since he 
was a peacock, that could have been close to what happened. 
We didn’t know. 

I turned down the AC, and we finished unloading the car. 
After the previous 14 days, the last thing I felt like doing 

in the heat was going door-to-door, looking for the owner of 
a peacock. 

But that’s close to what I did. I called neighbors I had 
phone numbers for and dropped by nearby homes to ask if 
they were missing a peacock. 

No luck. 
The veterinarian nearby didn’t have an escaped fowl, nor 

did he want one. 
I posted the bird’s picture on my social media page, look-

ing for owners. 
I called the local zoo to see if they wanted him. 
I figured we'd get up the next day, and he would have gone 

back home. 
I was wrong. 
I put out another call on social media, offering the bird to 

someone who could catch him, had a proper place to keep 
him, and knew how to care for him. 

A middle-aged couple came to our house and spent about 
three hours trying to get him into a cage. No dice. 

After three days, I decided that he wasn’t going to leave. 
We’d had ducks before and knew what to feed them, but 

a peacock was new territory. I had to do some homework. I 
called the vet back and asked if he knew what to feed him 
that was readily available. 

“High-protein cat food and berries,” was the answer. 
Since we already had a cat, the first part was easy. A trip to 

the store took care of the rest. 
I put out fresh water, cat food, and strawberries. He ate the 

poultry life



BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM     65

first and just picked at the strawberries. 
So, we tried grapes — he ate them all. 

The next question I had was: does he 
need a pen, a cage, or some other form 
of protection? A look online showed 
that most people who raise peacocks 
keep them in pens. 

But, according to my research, feral 
peacocks generally fend for themselves 
fairly well. I learned this to be the case 
when I finally figured out where he was 
sleeping at night one evening at sunset. 
I saw him fly way up into a tree in our 
front yard. 

So, what to call our newest member 
of the homestead? 

The first name that came to mind be-
longed to a guy I knew growing up who 
liked to strut in front of the ladies. 

So, I named our new family member 
“Fred.” 

One of our neighbors, who years 
before had raised peacocks, didn’t give 
me much hope for Fred. He said that 
without the protection of a pen, Fred 
would fall prey to coyotes, bobcats, a 
fox, or other predators. 

I considered building a pen, but this 
bird was independent. He began roam-
ing the neighborhood as he pleased and 
came home to roost in the same tree on 
the same limb every night. 

I convinced myself that building 
some sort of enclosure for him would 
cost me time and money, and the 
likelihood he’d ever go in it was almost 
none. 

After six months, Fred would come 
closer to us as he became used to the 
routine of his food and water being 
placed in the same spot each morning 
and evening. 

I’m an early riser, and each morning 
like clockwork, Fred would fly down 
from his roost at sunrise. I’d take his 
food outside and shake his food bowl, 
call to him, place it on the porch, and 
walk back inside. My wife and I shared 
the same routine in the evening. 

Fred became so used to how things 
worked. He began coming to the door 
and looking inside as if to say, “Hey, 
you’re late with dinner.” 

We worried somewhat about how 
our cat and Fred would get along, but 
it worked out. The cat chased Fred a 
couple of times, but Fred’s size finally 
convinced the cat to chase a smaller 
bird. 

Were we doing everything we could 
to take care of him? Fortunately, we 
were able to find a lady not far from us 
who also has peacocks she keeps in a 
pen. She familiarized us with the medi-
cations they need and how and when to 
give them. 

Fred’s had a couple of run-ins with 
either a fox or a cat. But we got the 
right medication to treat his needs, and 
he’s recovered both times. 

He showed up at our door the very 
day we came home from losing my 
father. It was a time when I needed a 
distraction, a project, a purpose.  

He was just what I needed at that 
moment. He’s now my best buddy. 

Fred’s been with us for three years 
and now comes right up to us when 
we put his food out. During the day, 
he sleeps on a gardening table outside 
the patio window and sits there during 
inclement weather. 

He’s no longer afraid of us. He trusts 
us. He’s a member of the family. He 
even has his own Facebook page. 

If a volunteer peacock or peacocks 
show up on your homestead, even if 
you have to learn how to care for these 
beautiful birds — take them in. Learn. 
We did. It’s been worth it.  

To visit Fred The Peacock’s  
Facebook page, go to  
facebook.com/PeacockFred.  

JOHN G. MOORE is a native of 
Arkansas, but he has called East 
Texas home for over 30 years. He is 
the owner of One Moore Production, 
a recording studio where he voices 
books for Audible. His weekly column, 
Moore Thoughts, appears in a dozen 
newspapers in Arkansas, Texas, 
and Louisiana. John is the author 
of two books — Write of Passage: A 
Southerner’s View of Then and Now 
— Volumes 1 and 2. You can reach 
him at John@TheCountryWriter.com.

Become a member 
of The Livestock 

Conservancy today! 

Help save rare breeds 
with America’s leading 
nonprofit working to 

protect more than 150 
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breeds from extinction
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BY DOROTHY RIEKE

YEARS AGO, CHICKENS HAD THE “RUN” OF our 
farm, ranging from our yard to the barnyard, to the 
lots, to pastures, and to the vast fields planted with 

grain. One might say they were “footloose and fancy-free.” 
Down through the history of our country, chickens have 

met many needs, first for the early settlers and then for 
later generations. They were especially valuable to every-
one during the days of economic depression. Chickens not 
only represented sources of income; they successfully fed 
large families with eggs and meat, yielding many nutritional 
benefits.  

Chicken-raising, though not always easy, answered the call 
for additional income with sales of chickens and eggs. They 
not only brought in income, but they also offered a sense of 
accomplishment for those who raised them.  

Oh, yes, those who raised chickens faced problems. Years 
ago, with some ramshackle henhouses, predators, such as 
coyotes, foxes, and rats often had their way with chickens.  

Not only animal predators preyed on our flocks, but some 
humans began stealing chickens from those who raised them. 
My grandparents raised chickens for years. They represented 
a major source of income and food on their 87-acre farm.  

Their farm, located about three miles south of a village, 
was close enough for chicken thieves to know where the 
chickens were.  

One night, Grandpa and Grandma were asleep in their 
upstairs bedroom. All at once, Grandpa awakened hearing 

noises from the nearby henhouse. He jumped out of bed, put 
on his overalls and shoes, and ran down the steep stairs to 
the dining room. Thinking that a wild animal had invaded the 
henhouse, he grabbed his shotgun loaded with birdshot. 

He threw open the back door and raced outside. While 
running toward the henhouse at a great speed, he heavily 
slammed into someone or something. What was out here in 
the middle of the barnyard? Then, it dawned on him. He had 
collided with a chicken thief! 

The thief recovered quickly, dropping the sack of hens he 
had caught, and bolted toward a large gate located between 
the barnyard and the driveway. Panting with fear and exertion 
and evidently not knowing how to open that gate, the thief 
began climbing it.  

Gaining courage and determination, Grandpa raced toward 
the gate probably yelling words that we would not care to 
hear. All at once, Grandpa heard a “plop.” Evidently, the thief 
had fallen from the gate in his haste to climb over it. How-
ever, with a burst of speed, his feet again pounded up the 
driveway.

Grandpa threw open the gate and ran after the fleeing fig-
ure, who dashed onto the graveled highway and turned to the 
north. He must have achingly stretched his legs racing down 
that steep hill. Grandpa, huffing and puffing, chased him.  

However, Grandpa noticed that the thief was outdistancing 
him. He was getting away! All at once, Grandpa was furious, 
feeling rage and disappointment. How could that man steal 

FRESH AIR, 
SUNSHINE, 
AND ROOM 

TO ROAM
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what they had worked so hard for? How 
could he! 

 He raised his gun. Not wanting to hit 
the man but scare him, Grandpa pointed 
the gun down and quickly pulled the 
trigger.  

“Bam!”  
The old “sure shot” gun echoed 

across the darkened night. The thief 
must have been terrified. Jumbled, 
horrid thoughts must have come to him. 
Would that maniac shoot again?  

Grandpa heard a car start. Did the 
thief have an accomplice? Or was he 
super quick cranking that car? 

Grandpa heard the car move away. 
Finally, as it mounted the hill, he saw 
one red light, but he could not see the 
license or the kind of car it was.  

 Chicken thieves, in the years to 
come, did not steal Grandpa’s chickens. 
After that story got around in the com-
munity, everyone was terrified of what 
Grandpa would do with that gun!  

 Owners of chickens today have the 
same protective feelings toward their 
flocks and want the very best environ-
ment for them. That is why many are 
raising chickens in pastures.  

Raising chickens in pastures has 
many benefits. First, this activity elim-
inates feed costs, reduces insects, and 
eliminates labor costs of cleaning hen-
houses. Ample sunlight in pastures and 
an insect diet produce vitamins D and 
B, creating healthier, happier chickens.  
Because their diets are varied and good, 
chickens produce more nutritionally 
dense eggs and meat. Pasture-raised 
chickens also need amino acids, build-
ing blocks for making proteins, im-
portant in a flock’s diet. One essential 
amino acid is methionine. This cannot 
be made but is readily available through 
insects the chickens consume.  

The only dietary problem pas-
ture-raised chickens face is the lack of 
calcium. This need can be supplied with 
oyster shell.  

Pasture growth also plays an import-
ant role in healthy flocks. In order to 
be healthy, chickens need a nutritional 
diet from pasture growth. For example, 

many producers favor flax, peas, alfalfa, 
lespedeza, clover, and other legumes for 
pastures. Of course, in addition to these 
crops, chickens eat insects, berries, and 
seeds.  

Consumers have discovered that 
pasture-raised chickens are high pro-
tein, low fat, and rich in omega-3 fatty 
acids. They especially benefit those 
with compromised immune systems 
and other health issues. The fact is 
that pasture-raised chickens produce 
better-tasting eggs and meat because of 
an improved lifestyle. 

No longer are expensive henhouses 
needed because pasture poultry relies 
more on natural resources and less on 
manmade accommodations. No high 
electricity costs. Managing and remov-
ing manure is not an issue. In fact, their 
manure is beneficial to pasture growth.  

Raising free-range chickens can be 
demanding with hard labor. But raising 

flocks in a healthy, sustainable manner 
brings about a better lifestyle for those 
flocks.  

Flock management takes experi-
ence and knowledge. Even selling the 
produce must include knowledge of 
creative ideas to sell. The overall goal 
is to increase profits without increasing 
costs. That in itself is daunting for the 
weak-hearted. However, those with 
experience and knowledge who have 
the ability to see future benefits will be 
successful in raising chickens on pas-
ture land. They will provide their flocks 
with fresh air, sunshine, and room to 
roam in pastures.  

DOROTHY RIEKE, living in 
southeast Nebraska, is married to 
Kenneth and has one daughter. 
She has lived on farms all her life 
and has raised both chickens and 
turkeys.
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poultry life

NOVELIST DELLA GALTON lives in Dorset, En-
gland, with her partner, Gordon, a flock of chickens, 
and three dogs. She enjoys baking carrot cake with 

her hens’ eggs and routinely forgets to include the carrots, 
usually finding them on the kitchen worktop an hour later.  

“I always fancied having chickens,” says Della. “My part-
ner Gordon had one Silkie Bantam, so when I moved into his 
house for the first lockdown in March 2020, we decided to 
get four free-range organic hens to keep her company. They 
came from a farm, and I expected them to be beautiful, but 
they were scruffy little things, like ex-caged hens! Fortunate-
ly, they’re lovely characters, and they supplied us with eggs 
from the start. They’re Black Rock hens, called Geraldine, 
Priscilla, Willow, and Sheila.  

“Gordon has a huge garden, the size of a field, and the hens 
have a big green space of their own. We also adopted three 
young ‘point of lay’ birds, supposedly at the age where they 

start laying eggs, but none of them have actually laid an egg 
yet. They came from a lady with a smallholding, who let us 
choose which hens we wanted — then she went off to catch 
them. We got a Rhode Island Red called Martha, a speckled 
feathered hen called Speckledy Sam, and another Black Rock 
called Black Velvet. The Silkie Bantam is called Gerty. She 
is very pretty but doesn't lay eggs very often. She just bosses 
the others around.” 

I wondered whether any cozy interspecies relationships 
were going on between the hens and the dogs. “My dog was 
bought up with chickens,” says Della. “But Gordon’s two 
terriers would like to kill them, so we keep the dogs and the 
chickens apart.  

“We have three chicken coops and a large enclosed area 
for the chickens to run around with lots of space. They like 
exploring the hillock and the compost heap. I lock them up 
at night, but I have three that refuse to go into the coop. They 
roost very high up in a tree. It’s quite sweet.” 

The chicken rebellion began with Martha, who decided 
she didn’t like the coop after spending a single night there. 
“Martha is really independent,” explains Della. “She went to 
sleep in a tree and wouldn’t come down. They’re big ever-
green trees, and we didn’t know where she was disappearing 
to, then we spotted her through the branches. Two other hens 
followed her — Speckledy Sam and Black Velvet. When the 
leaves got thinner in winter, they started going higher. Speck-
ledy Sam claims the penthouse suite at the top. 

“The ex-organics all go into the same coop at night. Gerty 
the Bantam goes into one on her own and seems to prefer it 
that way. We call her Old Grandma Gerty — she pecks the 
others, and she’s half the size!” 

The chickens have funny personalities. “They love to jump 
up,” says Della. “When I go to collect eggs, they all run to the 
fence, and Geraldine and Priscilla jump up and peck the jar 
of treats. They’ve got plenty of food but are particularly fond 
of treats. 

“Fortunately, we’ve never had fox trouble, but we do 
sometimes let the terriers in at night when the hens are safely 
locked up. I think the terriers might deter foxes. Gordon, my 
partner, lost a hen to a bird of prey once. Another hen flew 
over the fence, and a dog bit her. I wiped the wound with dis-
infectant and thought she was okay. But she got an infection, 
and I didn’t realize she needed antibiotics. By the time I real-
ized it was too late, and she passed away. We’ve now made it 
impossible for the hens to get over the fence like that." 

Della’s always enjoyed working with animals. “I helped at 
Pals Animal Sanctuary, fundraising for their dogs,” she says, 
“and as a child, I spent all my spare time at the stables, where 
I cleaned out the chickens. I had 28 guinea pigs as a child. 
I was supposed to have two, but it got out of hand. I loved 
them all. We’ve recently thought about getting alpacas, but 
they’re quite a big commitment.” 

More than a year after lockdown began in the UK, how’s 

WritingWriting    
WITH CHICKENSWITH CHICKENS

BY SUSIE KEARLEY
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keeping chickens been? “I love having chickens!” she says. 
“I go out to see them, and it’s so peaceful. They cluck, gather 
round, have treats, and my routine of looking after them 
helps give me a break from work. I sit on a crate, and they 
take food out of my hands. It's good to tame them, so you can 
catch them if you need to. They’re all happy to be touched 
except for Martha, who jumps in the air and squawks if I try 
to touch her.  

“Keeping chickens gives me time away from my desk and 
helps me get a different perspective. I get repetitive strain 
injuries very easily, so I need to take breaks. To visit the 
chickens, I have to walk across the garden. I clean their coop, 
and it’s time well spent away from work. It’s so peaceful 
and can help to stimulate the brain cells — it helps me get 
unstuck. The dogs come and help, sitting on the other side of 
the fence to watch what’s going on. The change of scenery 
can help move the creative process on.  

“I love having the chickens around. I never thought I’d en-
joy it as much. A chicken laid an egg right in front of me one 
time, and it was like watching a miracle. I think I disturbed 
her, and she came running out of her coop and then laid an 
egg!” 

ANIMALS IN DELLA'S STORIES 
A lot of animals are featured in Della’s romantic comedy 

books. “I have chickens in my The People’s Friend magazine 
series that’s running at the moment,” she says. “It's called 
“Paw and Order,” about a house-sitting ex-policeman who 
house sits smallholdings regularly. There’s an episode where 
he looks after some rare breed chickens and the owner's terri-
er, who is determined to catch one. 

“There's a three-legged dog in all my romcoms, and I’ve 
put chickens in my next one. Whatever I’m working on re-
flects my life. I’ve just finished book three, and the chickens 
have a starring role in the first chapter of my next novel (still 
in progress). 

“My latest romcom, Moonlight Over Studland Bay, is 
about a girl who does animal boarding on the beach. It  
features dogs, horses, goats, guinea pigs, and rabbits. She 
takes anything. Her passion is to make it full-time.”  

Check out Della Galton's books here:  
amazon.com/Della-Galton/e/B001K7P4XK

SUSIE KEARLEY is a freelance writer and journalist 
who lives in Great Britain along with two young 
guinea pigs and an aging husband! In Britain 
she has been published in Your Chickens, Cage & 
Aviary Birds, Small Furry Pets, and Kitchen Garden 
magazines.  
facebook.com/susie.kearley.writer 
twitter.com/susiekearley
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MOST CHICKEN RAISERS are familiar with 
chicken math. Basic chicken math almost always 
consists of addition. Here's a typical example: You 

go to Tractor Supply Company or Rural King or even your 
local feed store, and they have chicks for sale. You decide to 
get eight chicks of a particular breed, but after the eight are 
taken from the brooder, there are only three of that breed left. 
It just doesn’t seem right to take most of their flockmates 
from them, so you tell the clerk you’ll take the remaining 
three as well. Eight is now 11. 

While the clerk is getting the other three chicks, anoth-
er shopper tells you that he purchased seven chicks a few 
months ago, but two turned out to be roosters. The shopper 
lives within the town limits, and the town has an ordinance 
that allows keeping only hens. Thus his two roosters have to 
go. Could you please take them? Luckily for the two roost-
ers, you don't live within the town limits and are not restrict-
ed by a hens-only ordinance. Happy to help a fellow chicken 
raiser, you follow your newfound friend to his house, only a 
few miles away, to take them home. Eight is now 13. 

You are delighted to discover that the two roos are a breed 
that you’ve wanted to add to your flock for a long time. You 
search the farm and garden section of Craigslist, hoping 
against hope that you will find someone in the area selling 
this breed of chicken. You knew it was a long shot, and you 
were right. No ads offer this particular breed. After getting 
the chicks and the young roos properly cared for, you return 
to your new friend's house to ask where the two roosters 
originated. To your delight, he purchased them from a local 
farmer. 

You make a cold call to the farmer that initially had the 
roosters. Yes, he still has half a dozen hens of the breed you 
are looking for. The farmer is reluctant to sell them to you 
but finally agrees to part with them if you also take nine 
half-grown "barnyard mix" pullets that he assures you will be 
fine brown egg layers. The two of you barter over price and 
finally arrive at a mutually agreeable sum. Always optimistic, 
you remembered to bring a few boxes with air holes already 
punched in. 

So, let’s do the math. You wanted eight chicks. You ended 
up with eight plus three plus two, which equals 13. Then you 
obtained six purebred pullets plus nine mixed-breed hens. 
Eight has magically become 28 or, in chicken math, 8=28. 

If you understand the above example of chicken math, 
you may be ready for advanced chicken math, also known as 
chicken algebra. 

While basic chicken math involves addition, chicken alge-
bra involves ratios. Like basic chicken math, chicken algebra 
is best shown with an example. In my case, I decided to raise 
chickens, ducks, turkeys, and geese, and I wanted them in a 
ratio of 10 chickens to six ducks to four turkeys to one goose, 
or 10c:6d:4t:1g. Naturally, the types of birds raised may vary. 
Guinea hens or peafowl can easily substitute for, or be in 
addition to, any of the birds on my particular list.    

Luckily, I’ve been blessed with sufficient land and no close 
neighbors, not to mention having a substantial woodpile that 
has provided wood for several coops and shelters. This com-
bination of land, no neighbors, and building materials, while 
not part of the ratio itself, comprise an essential component 
of chicken algebra. 

Advanced 
Chicken 

Math
Basic chicken math 

 almost always consists 
 of addition. 

BY ALI FARHAT

reader submission
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You decide to get eight chicks,  
but after the eight are taken from the brooder, 

there are only three left. It just doesn’t seem  
right to take most of their flockmates from them,  

so you tell the clerk you’ll take the  
remaining three as well. 

Now, back to my example. The great 
thing about my ratio, I discovered, was 
that there was only one goose in the 
basic ratio. As I believe it cruel to have 
only one goose, the number of birds I 
should have in order to maintain my 
ratio immediately doubled, from 21 
(10+6+4+1) to 42 (20+12+8+2). This 
was fortunate, as the goose now had a 
mate and did not have to bond with the 
ducks, as will happen when you raise a 
flock of ducks and have only one goose. 

The next change in the numbers 
(keeping the ratio of the numbers the 
same) was due to the breeds of the 
20 chickens that I had at this point. 
Two of the 20 chickens were roosters 
and not of a breed known for going 
broody. However, some of the 18 hens 
were Buff Orpington or Buff Orping-
ton mixes. If you are learning chicken 
algebra, you probably know enough 
about the various breed characteristics 
to know that Orpingtons like to hatch 
out their chicks. Some of these hens 
actually went broody twice in the same 
year. The chicks were raised here, until 
I could determine whether they were 
pullets or roos. I kept 10 of the pullets 

and gave the others away or traded 
them for ducks.    

Now, in order to keep my ratio 
10:6:4:1 intact, I had to get a few 
more turkeys and another goose. The 
ratio, while staying the same, was now 
represented by 30 chickens, 18 ducks, 
12 turkeys, and three geese, or 63 birds. 
Expressed as a chicken math equation, 
21=63.    

Once again, the number of birds in-
creased because of the geese. The first 
two had bonded and were not accepting 
of the newly arrived goose. I purchased 
another goose, which bonded imme-
diately with the odd-goose-out. But 
by solving this problem, I had created 
another. My ratio was now off. The new 
goose caused the addition of 10 more 
chickens, six more ducks, and four 
more turkeys. End result: 40 chickens, 
24 ducks, 16 turkeys, and four geese; a 
total of 84 birds. 21=84. 

In conclusion then, advanced chicken 
math, or chicken algebra, involves 
ratios. By finding your own best ratio, 
you can not only master chicken math 
but excel at chicken algebra as well.  

shop.iamcountryside.com  
Or call: 970-392-4419
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secret life of poultry

JETT CHAPMANN LIVES IN 
Reno, Nevada, and has a reputation 
of an animal lover and wildlife 

rehabilitator. He spent years volunteer-
ing at Eastern Sierra Wildlife Care in 
Bishop, California, where they special-
ized in the medical care and rehabilita-
tion of wild local animals such as birds, 
reptiles, and mammals. Although no 
longer a volunteer, when Jett moved to 
Reno, he brought his care and expertise 
with him. 

While volunteering, Jett learned 
invaluable skills in raising orphaned 
wild birds. Helping wild birds grow and 
develop normally is challenging and 
far different than facing the needs of 
raising livestock. While domesticated 
poultry hatch young that are ready to 
run and find food, most wild birds are 
completely unable to care for them-
selves and require around the clock 
care. They have intense needs, and if 
not cared for by a knowledgeable indi-
vidual, they may die. 

Knowing the challenges of raising 
wild birds, friends and family would 
call on Jett to rehabilitate baby or-
phaned birds that were unable to return 
to their parents or nest. Rising to the oc-
casion, he would provide for these birds 
and release them when the time came. 

One day last year, Jett was contacted 
by one of his friends who hatched and 
raised homing pigeons. During an un-
precedented Nevada storm, the pigeon 
coop flooded and the parents drowned, 

leaving behind two new hatchlings. Dis-
traught and not wanting the remaining 
birds to pass away, the friend implored 
Jett to take them in. 

Of course, Jett accepted the chal-
lenge. “Out of the two, I could only 
save Squirt,” he recalled. He put in the 
work and gave Squirt the care he need-
ed. Squirt came to Jett blind and bald, 
but soon grew into a fledgling under 
Jett’s watchful eye. 

Once Squirt was grown, Jett let 
him out, but the release did not go as 
planned. “I would let him out when I 
went to work, and then he would be 
waiting for me when I got off. I would 
open the front door and he’d walk right 
into the house and jump up in his cage.” 
Squirt quickly won everyone over and 
became part of the family. 

After a while, Jett decided it was too 
dangerous to let Squirt out to fly during 
his workday and opted to keep him in a 

spacious cage with toys. Soon after he 
noticed some strange behavior. Squirt 
was acting like he was nesting and 
would gather his toys and sit on them. 

Confused, Jett took him to the vet to 
be sexed. “I thought he was male and he 
was! A lot of people don’t realize this, 
but in the pigeon world both parents sit 
on the eggs and help care for young.” 

In late November last year, Jett de-
cided to put a chicken egg under Squirt. 
“I have 35 hens and one rooster. The 
fertility chances were low, but it was 
more or less to make Squirt happy,” he 
reported. He placed the smallest egg he 
had from his Buttercup hen, and all but 
forgot about it. 

Then, on December 10th, Jett re-
ceived a call while he was at work. “It 
was my wife. She was excited! She said 
‘I think Squirt is hatching that egg. I 
hear peeping!’” 

Jett couldn’t believe his ears. He 

Squirt sitting in a dish.

The Story  
of Squirt

BY LACEY HUGHETT
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Squirt's newly hatched chick.

rushed home and sure enough, Squirt 
was the proud father of a new baby 
chick. “He was so gentle with her. He 
was preening around her beak and her 
eyes; he was completely babying her.” 

Jett knew the chick had a few days 
before she needed to eat, so the next 
chance he got he stopped at a feed store 
and asked some advice. They recom-
mended leaving her in for a little bit. 
Jett was worried, however, because 
Squirt was trying to feed his chick like 
he would a baby pigeon via regurgitat-
ing food. He ended up taking her out 
because the species language barrier 
was too large. 

“Kind of a unique bird, she was laid 
by a hen, hatched by a pigeon, and 
raised by humans,” Jett told me. He put 
another egg under Squirt to help with 
the loss of his chick, but that egg never 
hatched.   

Squirt is doing well now, as is his un-
official daughter. The chick he hatched 
out has grown into a friendly little 
mixed pullet with a unique background. 
Jett decided to name her December in 
honor of her birth month. “She’s a fun-
ny looking thing, because her dad is a 

Squirt was acting  
like he was nesting  
and would gather  

his toys and sit  
on them. A lot of 

people don’t realize 
this, but in the pigeon 
world both parents sit 
on the eggs and help 

care for young.
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Naked Neck, so she got that from him,” 
Jett told me. 

Jett will introduce her to the main 
flock of chickens soon now that she is 
big enough to fend for herself. Current-
ly she lives in a cage he built for her 
next to the chicken run so she can be-
come acclimated to her future feathered 
family. “December likes to see the other 
chickens and hear them, I’m letting her 
get used to them.”   
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Left: December in her grow out pen.
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BREED PROFILE:  

Narragansett TurkeyNarragansett Turkey
An Original American Variety 

BY TAMSIN COOPER

BREED: A heritage turkey variety, named for Narragansett 
Bay, Rhode Island. 

ORIGIN: All domestic turkeys are 
descended from the south Mexican wild 
turkey, first domesticated about 2000 
years ago. They were mainly Bronze, but 
several color variants already existed be-
fore being exported to Europe by Spanish 
colonists in the 16th century. These spread 
across Europe, and British settlers brought 
domestic turkeys to New England in the 
1600s. Here European varieties (most 
likely Norfolk Black) bred with the native 
eastern wild turkey, forming the basis of 
American varieties.

HISTORY:  By 1700, domestic turkeys 
were common along the mid-Atlantic coast. Until the early 
1900s, they ranged freely on subsistence and commercial 
farms, foraging for plants and insects with little supplement-
ed feed. Several varieties were developed through selection 

for form, color, and productive performance. This process 
accelerated in the early 20th century with the dawn of exhi-
bitions. In the Narragansett Bay region, a distinctive pattern 

of colors was refined, taking the region’s 
name in the 1830s, after the Bronze turkey 
was defined. Thus, the Narragansett turkey 
was one of the earliest U.S. varieties. 
Throughout the 1800s, it was improved 
for production and standardized, mainly 
present in Rhode Island and Connecticut 
but widely known in the mid-Atlantic 
and Midwest. It became the foundation 
of the turkey production industry in New 
England. Although not as popular as 
the Bronze, it was well respected for its 
production qualities. In 1874, it was one 
of the first varieties to be recognized by 
the APA. At this time, flocks tended to be 

100–200 birds, descended from a dozen hens. 
In the 1930s, the Narragansett was the third national 

favorite after Bronze and White Holland. Then, selection for 
Broad Breasted varieties with less visible pinfeathers led to 
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Bay region, a 
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colors was refined, 
taking the region’s 
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after the Bronze 
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the industrialization of production from 
the 1950s to the present day. Conse-
quently, all “Standard” turkey varieties 
were no longer used for commercial 
purposes, and populations declined. 
Fortunes changed in the early 2000s, 
with a growing market niche for nat-
ural-living, heritage birds of superior 
flavor, promoted by The Livestock 
Conservancy (TLC) and Society for 
Preservation of Poultry Antiquities 
(SPPA). 
 
CONSERVATION STATUS: Listed as 
“Watch” on TLC Priority Conservation 
List and “Vulnerable” by FAO. In 1952, 
numbers had already dropped to 2,576. 
In 1997, the SPPA census found only 
87 breeding birds (60 hens; 27 toms) 
kept by eight breeders (hatchery and 
private), while TLC located only three 
hens in their census of hatcheries. In 
fact, TLC logged only 1,334 breed-
ing birds of all Standard varieties as 

opposed to the broad-breasted type. 
Working tirelessly to promote heri-
tage varieties, TLC recorded 10,404 
Standard birds in 2006. Narragansett 
breeding birds rose from 331 in 2002 to 
2,233 in 2015.

BIODIVERSITY: Heritage turkeys can 
forage, mate naturally, and raise their 
own young, whereas broad-breasted 
birds have lost the ability to mount. 
Although separation into varieties can 
isolate lines, leading to inbreeding and 
loss of diversity, maintaining these lines 
with balanced selection goals preserves 
healthful and productive traits. As heri-
tage varieties have become so rare, their 
populations have not been large enough 
for significant selection for utility traits. 
Consequently, birds may be smaller 
than they once were until the gene pool 
has recovered. Current selection goals 
are good health, production, and natural 
mating ability.

DESCRIPTION: Steel gray or dull 
black replaces the coppery Bronze of 
the Bronze variety. Feathers are striped 
black, gray, tan, and white. There are 
tan bands in the tail and white wing 
bars. The beard is black and beak, 
horn-colored. Shanks and feet are  
salmon-colored. Pin feathers may 
be dark. This coloring is difficult to 
perfect, and occasionally white replaces 
gray and tan.

SKIN COLOR: White, with red to  
bluish-white head.

EGG COLOR: Pale cream to medium 
brown, with spotting. 

EGG SIZE: Large, ideally 2.5–2.8 oz..

POPULAR USE: Good-quality,  
flavorsome meat from self-sufficient 
birds in sustainable, free-range systems 
and family farms. 

PRODUCTIVITY: Hens mature  
early and are excellent mothers. Egg 
production is good, laying an average 

Photos courtesy of Stacy Benjamin.
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of 10 to a clutch. Hens lay 20–25 eggs 
per year if incubating naturally, more 
(40–50) if eggs are removed. 

Productivity drops after the first two 
years, but hens enjoy a long produc-
tive life of five to seven years, and 
toms three to five years. The lifespan 
is up to 14 years. 

WEIGHT: Young hens grow up to  
14 lb.and toms 23 lb. at about 28 
weeks. Slower growth gives their bod-
ies time to develop strong bones and 
organs before gaining muscle. Adult 
hens weigh around 18 lb., toms up to  
30 lb. Many homesteaders prefer the 
smaller size as it makes them more 
manageable.

TEMPERAMENT: Traditionally calm, 
but this depends on breeder selection 

“There are so many things that I enjoy about raising  
heritage Narragansett turkeys. Not only are they  

beautiful, but they have so many unique vocalizations  
and behaviors. They do everything in a big, charismatic  

way, and they add a lot of fun to the farm!”
– Stacy Benjamin, 5R Farm (5RFarm.com)

Photo courtesy of Stacy Benjamin.

Photo by ChefMattRock (flickr.com)  
CC BY 2.0 (creativecommons.org) 
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priorities. Although active, they tend to 
keep to a home range. Heritage turkeys 
are communicative, with at least 15 
different vocalizations and displays. 
Mothers are highly protective, and 
poults may stay by their side for up to 
a year.

ADAPTABILITY: Native to eastern 
American states, but cope with most 
climates. However, fleshy heads are 
susceptible to frostbite in extreme cold, 
and large birds may suffer heat stress 
in hot climates unless provided with 
shade and water. Heritage birds have 
a more robust immune system than 
industrial strains and can mate natu-
rally. They are fliers, often roosting in 
trees, and fast runners, able to avoid 
predators. Equipped with good eyesight 
and hearing, they are excellent foragers 

over large areas and enjoy woodland 
pasture. 

SOURCES: The Livestock Conservancy 
| Connecticut’s Beardsley Zoo | Society 
for Preservation of Poultry Antiquities: 
Russell, C. 1997. SPPA Bulletin 2(4), 
4–5; Johnson, P., 1998 SPA Turkey Cen-
sus Report. | Sponenberg, D.P., Hawes, 
R.O., Johnson, P. and Christman, C.J., 
2000. Turkey conservation in the United 
States. Animal Genetic Resources, 27, 
59–66.

Photo courtesy of Stacy Benjamin.
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BY EMILY ALTIER, INDIANA

3-Acre  
Homestead
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The Dutch door was my 
husband’s idea and it is 
my favorite thing about 
our chicken coop. The 

color green on the coop 
is the same color as  

our house.

TOP RIGHT: I think our nesting boxes are  
so cute! We have a total of nine. There are 
six in our main coop and three in our mini 
coop. I love the detail he added to the 
nesting boxes and he designed them to 
make the coop easier to clean.

BOTTOM RIGHT: One thing I really enjoy is 
decorating it for the different holidays.
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My husband built  
this coop in about  

a month’s time. 
He had never built 

something this size or 
this difficult before. 
He couldn’t find any 
plans he liked, so he 

came up with the 
design while  
building it.

BOTTOM LEFT: Starting from scratch!

BOTTOM RIGHT: He added house wrap 
and insulation to the coop for our cold 
winters here in Indiana.
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One of the most  
special things about 

our coop is the 
antique porch swing. 

This belonged to 
my husband’s great-

grandma. He has many 
memories of swinging 
on this at her home in 

Bedford, Indiana.

TOP LEFT: We used tree limbs for the 
chickens to roost on. They have a feeding 
area inside and out. These tubes are nice if 
we are going to be gone for a few days.

TOP RIGHT: The chicken coop porch was 
added three months after the coop was 
finished.
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coming events

The Coming Events listing is gathered and provided by poultryshowcentral.com.  
Add your show listing on their website or send to:  

Coming Events, Backyard Poultry, P.O. Box 1690 Greeley, CO 80632, 
or email: editor@backyardpoultrymag.com.  

To be included in the Backyard Poultry magazine listing,  
event details must be sent 90 days in advance.

Due to the COVID-19 response, please confirm events are happening BEFORE attending. 

Poultry Show Central is working hard to stay updated, but changes are being made daily  
and these events may end up being cancelled.

ALBERTA 

November 13, 2021
Red Deer, Alberta
Canadian Heritage Breeds  
Fall Show 
poultryshowcentral.com/Canadian_
Heritage_Breeds 

ALABAMA 

October 2, 2021
Fayette, Alabama
Griffin/Griffith Poultry Show 
poultryshowcentral.com/Griffith_Grif-
fith_Poultry_Show

October 16-17, 2021
Clanton, Alabama
Alabama Bantam Club  
Fall Show  
poultryshowcentral.com/Alabama_
Bantam_Club

October 30, 2021
Anniston, Alabama
Heart of Dixie Poultry Club Fall 
Double Show  
poultryshowcentral.com/Heart_of_
Dixie_Bantam_Show

ARKANSAS 

October 22-23, 2021 
Little Rock, Arkansas
Arkansas State Fair Fall 
Poultry Show 
poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Arkansas_State_Fair

November 6-7, 2021
Fayetteville, Arkansas
Heart of the Ozarks Poultry 
Association  
poultryshowcentral.com/Heart_of_
the_Ozarks_Poultry_Club

ARIZONA 

October 7-10, 2021 
Safford, Arizona
Graham Co Fair
poultryshowcentral.com/Graham_
Co_Fair

October 2-30, 2021 
Phoenix, Arizona  
Arizona State Fair 
poultryshowcentral.com/Arizona_
State_Fair

October 22-23, 2021 
St. Johns, Arizona 
Apache County Poultry Show 
poultryshowcentral.com/Apache_
County_Poultry_Show

COLORADO

October 16, 2021
Denver, Colorado
Rocky Mountain Feather  
Fanciers  
poultryshowcentral.com/Rocky_
Mountain_Feather_Fanciers

CONNECTICUT

November 27, 2021
Ansonia, Connecticut
Faircount Pigeon & Dove Show 
poultryshowcentral.com/Faircount_ 
Pigeon_Dove_Show

FLORIDA

October 22-23, 2021
Fanning Springs, Florida
Central Florida Poultry  
Breeders Show
poultryshowcentral.com/Central_ 
Florida_Poultry_Breeders_Fall_Show

November 4-14, 2021
Tallahassee, Florida
North Florida Fair
poultryshowcentral.com/North_ 
Florida_Fair

November 20, 2021  
Aradia, Florida 
AgFest Youth Poultry Show 
poultryshowcentral.com/AgFest_
Youth_Poultry_Show

GEORGIA

November 27, 2021 
Dalton, Georgia
Carpet City Bantam Club 
poultryshowcentral.com/Carpet_City_
Bantam_Club

IOWA 

October 2, 2021
Aplington, Iowa
Central Iowa Livestock Exchange 
— Tack, Horse & All Animal 
Auction 
poultryshowcentral.com/Central_
Iowa_Livestock_Exchange 

October 2, 2021
Dubuque, Iowa
Tri-State Farmers Exchange  
poultryshowcentral.com/ITri-State_
Farmers_Exchange

October 3, 2021  
Walker, Iowa 
Walker Farmer's Swap & Flea 
Market
poultryshowcentral.com/Walker_
Farmer_Swap_Flea_Market
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November 19-20, 2021
Decorah, Iowa
Tri-State Pigeon Club  
poultryshowcentral.com/Tri-State_ 
Pigeon_Club_Show

November 20-21, 2021
Webster City, Iowa
The Masters Cup  
poultryshowcentral.com/The_ 
Masters_Cup

ILLINOIS

October 3, 2021
Kankakee, Illinois
Tri-K Pigeon & Bantam Club 
Pigeon Fair 
poultryshowcentral.com/TriK_Pigeon_
Bantam_Fair 

November 6, 2021
Bloomington, Illinois
Central Illinois Poultry Club
poultryshowcentral.com/Central_ 
Illinois_Poultry_Club

November 13, 2021
Jacksonville, Illinois
Jacksonville Area Pigeon Club 
Annual All Breed Show
poultryshowcentral.com/Jacksonville_ 
Area_Pigeon_Club_Annual_All_
Breed_Show

INDIANA

October 1-2, 2021
Topeka, Indiana
Topeka Exotic Animal and Bird 
Auction
poultryshowcentral.com/Topeka_ 
Exotic_Animal_Bird_Auction

October 10, 2021
Knox, Indiana
Golden Horseshoe Saddle Club 
Swap Meet 
poultryshowcentral.com/Golden_
Horseshoe_Saddle_Club_Swap 

October 16, 2021
Lebanon, Indiana
Central Indiana Poultry Show 
poultryshowcentral.com/Central_ 
Indiana_Poultry_Show

October 16, 2021
Shipshewana, Indiana
Shipshewana Swap Meet 
poultryshowcentral.com/Newbury_
Square_Swap_Meet_Flea_Market 

KANSAS 

November 27, 2021
Hutchinson, Kansas
Heart of America, Kansas Classic 
Fall Show 
poultryshowcentral.com/Heart_of_
America

KENTUCKY 

October 16-17, 2021
Louisville, Kentucky
National Young Bird Show 
poultryshowcentral.com/National_ 
Young_Bird_Show 

November 20, 2021
Morehead, Kentucky
Appalachian Classic 
poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Appalachian_Classic

LOUISIANA 

October 9, 2021 
Benton, Louisiana
Benton Chicken Swap 
poultryshowcentral.com/ Benton_
Chicken_Swap

November 20, 2021 
Haynesville, Louisiana
Pelican State Classic 
poultryshowcentral.com/Pelican_
State_Classic

MAINE 

October 3, 2021
Windsor, Maine
Central Maine Bird Fanciers  
Fall Show 
poultryshowcentral.com/Central_
Maine

MARYLAND 

November 6, 2021
Sharpsburg, Maryland
Maryland Poultry Swap and 
Farmers Market   
poultryshowcentral.com/Maryland_
Poultry_Swap 

MASSACHUSETTS  

November 7, 2021
Boston, Massachusetts
Boston Poultry Expo 
poultryshowcentral.com/Boston_
Poultry_Expo

November 21, 2021
Whitman, Massachusetts
Appalachian Classic 
poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Appalachian_Classic

MICHIGAN 

October 9, 2021
Lowell, Michigan
Michigan Bird & Game Breeders 
Assoc. Sale – Lowell   
poultryshowcentral.com/Michigan_
Game_Breeders_Swap_Charlotte 

October 23-24, 2021
Chesaning, Michigan
Michigan Poultry Fanciers Fowl 
Fest — Fall Show
poultryshowcentral.com/Fowl_Fest_
Fall

November 20, 2021 
Newport, Michigan 
Michigan Pigeon Club Annual 
Winter Show 
poultryshowcentral.com/Michigan_ 
Pigeon_Club_Annual_Winter_Show

MINNESOTA

October 2, 2021
Wabasha, Minnesota
Wabasha Small Animal Swap 
Meet
poultryshowcentral.com/Wabasha_
Small_Animal_Swap

October 9-10, 2021
New Ulm, Minnesota
International Waterfowl Breeders 
— All Waterfowl Payback Show 
poultryshowcentral.com/All_ 
Waterfowl_Payback_Show 



BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM     91

October 23-24, 2021
Hutchinson, Minnesota
Minnesota State Poultry 
Association Show
poultryshowcentral.com/Minnesota_ 
State_Poultry_Association 

November 13, 2021
Hutchinson, Minnesota
North Star Classic Show and Sale 
poultryshowcentral.com/North_Star_
Classic 

MISSOURI 

October 1-3, 2021
Boonville, Missouri
Lake of the Ozarks Pigeon Club 
Swapper's Days 
poultryshowcentral.com/Lake_of_
the_Ozarks_Pigeon_Club_Swap-
pers_Days

October 16, 2021
Sedalia, Missouri
Missouri State Poultry  
Association Swap and Show
poultryshowcentral.com/Missouri_ 
State_Poultry_Association

October 23, 2021
Sedalia, Missouri
Missouri State Poultry 
Association Swap and Show
poultryshowcentral.com/Missouri_ 
State_Poultry_Association

NEBRASKA

October 16-17, 2021
Fremont, Nebraska
Fremont Exotic Bird and  
Animal Auction
poultryshowcentral.com/Fremont_ 
Exotic_Bird_and_Animal_Auction

November 20-21, 2021
Lincoln, Nebraska
Nebraska State Poultry  
Association
poultryshowcentral.com/Nebraska_
State_Poultry_Association 

NEVADA

October 23, 2021
Reno, Nevada 
Northern Nevada Poultry  
Fanciers Association Show 
poultryshowcentral.com/Northern_
Nevada_Poultry

NEW HAMPSHIRE  

October 10, 2021
Deerfield, New Hampshire
New Hampshire Poultry Fanciers 
Annual Show
poultryshowcentral.com/New_ 
Hampshire_Poultry_Fanciers

NEW YORK 

October 2-3, 2021 
Mumford, New York 
Rochester Poultry Association 
poultryshowcentral.com/Rochester_
Poultry_Association

October 3, 2021
Schaghticoke, New York 
Brunswick Grange Tailgate Swap 
poultryshowcentral.com/Tailgate_
Sale-Schaghticoke 

October 10, 2021
Syracuse, New York
Yankee Fall Classic
poultryshowcentral.com/Yankee_Fall_
Classic 

October 10, 2021
Dryden, New York
Central NY Swap 
poultryshowcentral.com/Central_NY_
Swap 

October 16, 2021
North Babylon, New York
Long Island Classic Young  
Bird Show
poultryshowcentral.com/Nassau_ 
Suffolk_Pigeon_Club 

November 13, 2021
North Babylon, New York
Long Island Classic Open Show
poultryshowcentral.com/Nassau_ 
Suffolk_Pigeon_Club

NORTH CAROLIINA 

October 1-10, 2021 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina 
Carolina Classic Fair  
poultryshowcentral.com/ Dixie_ 
Classic_Fair

October 14-24, 2021  
Raleigh, North Carolina 
North Carolina State Fair 
poultryshowcentral.com/ North_ 
Carolina_State_Fair

October 23, 2021 
Smithfield, North Carolina 
Cape Fear Poultry Association 
poultryshowcentral.com/Cape_Fear_
Feather_Fanciers

October 30, 2021 
Morganton, North Carolina 
Friendship Poultry Club 
poultryshowcentral.com/Friendship_
Poultry_Club

November 6, 2021  
Salisbury, North Carolina 
Old English Game Bantam Club 
of NC — Old English Jamboree 
poultryshowcentral.com/Old_ 
English_Bantam_Club_Jamboree

November 27, 2021
Winston-Salem, North Carolina 
Forsyth Fowl Fanciers Fall Show 
poultryshowcentral.com/Forsyth_
Fowl_Fanciers

NOVA SCOTIA 

October 22-24, 2021
Truro, Nova Scotia 
Nova Scotia Fall Classic 
poultryshowcentral.com/Nova_ 
Scotia_Fall_Classic

OHIO

October 1, 2021 
Rogers, Ohio 
Rogers Community Alternative 
Animal & Bird Auction 
poultryshowcentral.com/Rogers_
Community_Poultry_Pigeon_Show_
Swap 
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October 2-3, 2021 
Greenville, Ohio 
Dayton Fancy Feather Club 
poultryshowcentral.com/Dayton_ 
Fancy_Feather_Club 

October 9-10, 2021 
Chillicothe, Ohio 
Southern Ohio Poultry 
Association Fall Swap Day 
poultryshowcentral.com/Southern_ 
Ohio_Poultry_Association_Swap_
Meet 

October 15-16, 2021  
Mt Hope, Ohio 
Mid Ohio Swap Meet  
poultryshowcentral.com/Mid_Ohio_
Swap 

October 30, 2021 
Marietta, Ohio 
Southeast Ohio Poultry Breeders 
Association 
poultryshowcentral.com/Southeast_
Ohio_Poultry_Breeders 

November 5-6, 2021  
Mt Hope, Ohio 
Mid Ohio Alternative Animal and 
Bird Sale 
poultryshowcentral.com/Mid_Ohio_
Swap 

November 13-14, 2021 
Columbus, Ohio 
Ohio National Poultry Show 
poultryshowcentral.com/Ohio_ 
National 

OKLAHOMA 

October 2, 2021 
Marietta, Oklahoma 
Red River Bantam Club Show 
poultryshowcentral.com/Red_River_ 
Bantam_Club

October 9, 2021 
Newcastle, Oklahoma 
Newcastle Poultry Show 
poultryshowcentral.com/Newcastle_ 
Poultry_Show

October 10, 2021 
Newcastle, Oklahoma 
Texas All Game Bantam Club —  
“The All Game Show” 
poultryshowcentral.com/Texas_All_
Game_Bantam_Club

November 6, 2021  
Norman, Oklahoma 
Canadian Valley Poultry Club 
Mega Show 
poultryshowcentral.com/Canadian_
Valley_Poultry_Club_Show

November 27, 2021 
Anadarko, Oklahoma  
South Central Poultry Club 
poultryshowcentral.com/South_ 
Central_Poultry_Club

ONTARIO  

October 23-24, 2021
Milton, Ontario
Ontario Poultry Breeders Show
poultryshowcentral.com/Ontario_
Poultry_Breeders_Show

PENNSYLVANIA 

October 3, 2021 
Reading, Pennsylvania 
Reading Young Bird Show 
poultryshowcentral.com/Reading_ 
Annual_Bird_Show 

October 9, 2021 
Lebanon, Pennsylvania 
Lebanon Valley Poultry Fanciers 
poultryshowcentral.com/Lebanon_ 
Valley_Poultry_Fanciers 

October 16-17, 2021  
Dunbar, Pennsylvania 
Uniontown Poultry and Farm 
Products Association 
poultryshowcentral.com/Uniontown_
Poultry_Association 

October 16-December 30, 2021 
Lebanon, Pennsylvania 
Lebanon Valley Livestock Market 
and Exotic Animal Sale 
poultryshowcentral.com/Lebanon_
Valley_Livestock_Market 

October 16-17, 2021  
Dunbar, Pennsylvania 
Uniontown Poultry and Farm 
Products Association   
poultryshowcentral.com/Uniontown_
Poultry_Association 

October 30, 2021 
York, Pennsylvania 
York County Poultry Fanciers 
Association Annual Fall Show 
poultryshowcentral.com/York_ 
County_Poultry_Fanciers 

November 14, 2021  
York, Pennsylvania 
White Rose Pigeon Association 
Winter Old and Young Bird Show 
poultryshowcentral.com/White_Rose_
Pigeon_Association 

November 21, 2021  
Dunbar, Pennsylvania 
Uniontown Poultry and Farm 
Products Association   
poultryshowcentral.com/Uniontown_
Poultry_Association 

RHODE ISLAND

October 17, 2021
Richmond, Rhode Island
Little Rhody Poultry Fanciers 
Annual Fall Show
poultryshowcentral.com/Little_
Rhody_Poultry_Fanciers 

SOUTH CAROLINA

October 13-24, 2021  
Columbia, South Carolina 
South Carolina State Fair  
poultryshowcentral.com/South_ 
Carolina_State_Fair 

November 20, 2021  
Clemson, South Carolina 
Anderson Poultry Club Fall 
Classic  
poultryshowcentral.com/Anderson 

TENNESSEE 

October 2, 2021 
Cleveland, Tennessee 
Flock Swap 
poultryshowcentral.com/Flock_Swap 
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November 13, 2021 
Lawrenceburg, Tennessee 
Lawrence County Poultry Club 
Show  
poultryshowcentral.com/Lawrence_
County_Poultry_Club 

November 13, 2021  
Newport, Tennessee 
Something to Crow About Fall 
Poultry Show  
poultryshowcentral.com/Something_
To_Crow_About

TEXAS 

October 23, 2021 
Abilene, Texas 
Abilene Poultry Association 
Fall Show  
poultryshowcentral.com/Abilene_
Poultry_Association

November 6, 2021 
Buffalo, Texas  
CM4 Ranch Poultry 
Trade Days  
poultryshowcentral.com/CM4_
Ranch_Poultry_Trade_Days

November 20-21, 2021 
Comanche, Texas 
Comanche Crossroads 
poultryshowcentral.com/Comanche_
Crossroads 

 UTAH  

October 7-9, 2021 
Farmington, Utah 
Utah Fancy Poultry Association        
poultryshowcentral.com/Utah_Fancy_ 
Poultry_Association_Show

November 13, 2021  
Logan, Utah 
Cache Valley Classic  
poultryshowcentral.com/Cache_ 
Valley_Classic 

VIRGINA 

October 20, 2021
Ruther Glen, Virginia
Virginia Poultry Breeders 
Association Fall Show 
poultryshowcentral.com/Virginia_
Poultry_Breeders 

WASHINGTON 

October 23-24, 2021
Chehalis, Washington
Washington Feather Fanciers 
Winter Brisk 
poultryshowcentral.com/Washington_ 
Feather_Fanciers_Brisk

November 12-13, 2021
Stevenson, Washington
The Stevenson Poultry Classic
poultryshowcentral.com/The_ 
Stevenson_Poultry_Classic

WISCONSIN 

October 2, 2021 
Menomonie, Wisconsin  
West Central Wisconsin Pigeon 
and Poultry Club "Red Cedar  
Showdown" 
poultryshowcentral.com/Red_Cedar_ 
Showdown 

October 9, 2021 
Beaver Dam, Wisconsin  
Beaver Pigeon and Bantam 
Poultry Show  
poultryshowcentral.com/Beaver_ 
Pigeon_Bantam 

October 9, 2021
Jefferson, Wisconsin  
Beaver Pigeon and Bantam 
Poultry Swap  
poultryshowcentral.com/Beaver_ 
Pigeon_Bantam_Poultry_Swap 

October 16, 2021 
Amherst, Wisconsin  
PK Small Animal Swap & Flea 
Market  
poultryshowcentral.com/PK_Annual_ 
Fathers_Day_Swap 

October 30, 2021 
Fond du lac, Wisconsin  
Wisconsin Bird & Game Breeder 
Fall Show  
poultryshowcentral.com/Wisconsin_
Bird_Game_Breeder 

November 27, 2021  
Jefferson, Wisconsin  
Watertown Pigeon Club Annual 
Winter Show 
poultryshowcentral.com/Watertown_
Pigeon_Club_Annual_Pet_Swap 

November 27, 2021  
Jefferson, Wisconsin  
Jefferson County Fair 4H & FFA 
Poultry Project Poultry & Small 
Animal Swap  
poultryshowcentral.com/Watertown_
Pigeon_Club_Annual_Pet_Swap  
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breeder's directory

AMERICAN EMU ASSOCIATION, 510 West 
Madison St.,  Ottawa,  IL 61350. 541-332-0675. 
<info@aea-emu.org> <www.aea-emu.org>

Pennsylvania  
FREEDOM RANGER HATCHERY, INC, 187 N. Windy  
Mansion Rd., Reinholds, PA  17569. 717-336-4878, 
Fax:717-336-3711. <sales@freedomrangerhatchery.
com> <www.freedomrangerhatchery.com>Black & 
Red Freedom Ranger chickens and gray Kosher King 
broiler chicks. Non-GMO option.

Indiana  
WOODSIDE AVIARY, James Kotterman, Peru, In-
diana. 765-985-2805. PHEASANT ENTHUSIASTS 
check this out! Displaying full color the Golden 
Pheasant, Ghigi Golden, Peach Golden, Lady Am-
herst, Silvers, Swinhoe, Elliots, Blue Eared, Brown 
Eared, and Temminck's Tragopans. NO CATALOG 
AVAILABLE. GIVE ME A CALL AND WE'LL TALK 
ABOUT THE BIRDS!

Massachusetts  
ANTONIO R. FERREIRA, JR, 49 Chestnut St, 
Seekonk, MA 02771.  401-465-1662.  Northern 
Bobwhite Quail Eggs, 25/$50. Chukar Partridge Eggs, 
20/$50.  Postpaid.

Minnesota  
OAKWOOD GAME FARM, INC., PO Box 
274, Princeton, MN 55371. 800-328-6647.
<www.oakwoodgamefarm.com> Ringneck Pheasant 
eggs or one day old chicks.  Available April thru July.  
Call or write for price list.

Wisconsin
Icelandic Chicken, 6885 Bartlett Rd, Iron River, 
WI 54847.  Long-time breeders and most trusted 
source, maintaining quality, genetic diversity, pure 
Icelandic landrace chickens in North America.
www.icelandicchicken.com. Ph: 715-372-5255. email:  
davidwgrote@cheqnet.net

South Carolina  
Limestone Pigeon Farm, Inc. 1128 Deer Crossing 
Road, Orangesburg, SC, 29118. ph 803-534-4293.  
Beautiful Hubbell White Pigeons.  $50/pr or $ 20/
bird plus shipping.

BREEDERS DIRECTORY
Have birds for sale?
Advertise in the Backyard Poultry Breeders Directory for less than $4.50 a month. Your ad will be seen by more 
than 50,000 poultry enthusiasts. Call 715-829-7330 to get your advertisement in!

ASSOCIATIONS

FREEDOM RANGER

ICELANDIC

E-mail: 
asoper@countrysidemag.com

Call: 715-829-7330

Visit: backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com

ADVERTISE   
   TODAY!

GAME BIRDS

California  
Amber Waves, Bearded Bantan Silkies, Norco, CA 
specializes in DNA Sexed Female Silkies. Males 
are free to good homes.  NPIP, BBB A+ Rating, 
5-Star Rated Breeder, Lifetime Support, Shipping 
weather permitting.  Min of 2. https://buysilkiechicks.
com  ph 951-736-1076. Available Year-Round  
debbie@amberwaves.info.  Visitors by appt only.

Alabama  
VALLEY FARMS HATCHERY, Ryan Kelsey, 
PO Box 2201, Muscle Shoals, AL, 35662. 256-
314-2282. <www.valleyfarmshatchery.com>
<sales@valleyfarmshatchery.com> Chickens, 
Bantams, Ducks, Geese, Turkeys, Guineas, and 
More!. Hatching all breeds weekly. NPIP Certifi ed. 
Hatching/Shipping weekly.

Colorado  
Waltz’s Ark Ranch http://www.naturalark.com/poultry.
html. Rare and heritage poultry, NPIP & AI clean. Sev-
eral Sussex varieties including exclusives,  Swedish 
Flower Hen, Svart Hona, Augsberger, Isbar, Breda 
Fowl, Ixworth, & new breeds coming for 2021. All 
raised non-GMO/Organic. 

Florida  
GREENFIRE FARMS, www.greenfirefarms.com.  
Ultra-rare imported breeds:  Ayam Cemani, Cream 
Legbar, Swedish Flower Hens, Bielefelder, Marans, 
Isbar, Barbezieux, Bresse, Sulmtaler, Spitzhauben, 
Olandsk Dwarf, Orust, Barnevelder, Merlerault, 

Niederrheiner, Marsh Daisy, Altsteirer, East Frisian 
Gull, Lyonaisse, Malines, Pavlovskaya, Queen Silvia, 
Swedish Black Hen, Sussex, Twentse, Lavender 
Wyandotte, Yamato Gunkei.

Missouri  
CACKLE HATCHERY®, PO Box 529, Lebanon, 
MO 65536. 417-532-4581. <cacklehatchery@
cacklehatchery.com> <www.cacklehatchery.com> 
84 years of hatching and shipping baby chicks. Over 
200 varieties.

Pennsylvania  
J.R. Poultry & Gamebirds, 2240 Robert Fulton Hwy, 
Peach Bottom, PA 17563.  ph 717-917-4573.  Quail, 
pheasants, chukars, turkeys, chickens, ducks, Jumbo 
Pekin, Mallard, Roven Khaki Campbell, Golden 300, 
Duclair, Runners, broilers.  Live or processed.  Call 
for availablity of adult birds.  

California  
METZER FARMS, 26000K Old Stage Rd., Gon-
zales, CA 93926. Year-round hatching. Nation-
wide shipping. Free catalog now, 800-424-7755. 
<www.metzerfarms.com> Ducklings: Pekin, Rouen, 
Khaki Campbell, Golden 300 Egg Layer, White 
Layer, Blue Swedish, Buff, Cayuga, Mallard, Welsh 
Harlequin, White Crested & Runners (Black, 
Chocolate, Blue, Fawn & White) Saxony: Silver, 
Appleyard, Goslings: Embden, White Chinese, Brown 
Chinese, Toulouse, Dewlap Toulouse, African, Buff 
Toulouse, Buff, Tufted Buff, Sebastopol, Pilgrim, 
Roman Tufted. Ringneck pheasants, French Pearl 
guineas.

PIGEONS

SILKIES

VARIOUS

WATERFOWL

(Approval of an ad does not constitute an endorsement.)

Mail To: 
BYP Breeders/Classifi eds, 

PO Box 1690, Greeley, CO 80632

E-mail: asoper@countrysidemag.com
Call: 715-829-7330

Breeders & Classifi eds Advertising
December 2021/January 2022 

Deadline: October 7, 2021

CLASSIFIEDS

BEEKEEPING POULTRY SUPPLIES

PRESERVING

WATER SYSTEMS

Visit:
backyardpoultry.

iamcountryside.com

MILLER BEE SUPPLY YOUR BEEKEEPING 
EXPERTS SINCE 1976!  Check us out for all your 
beekeeping needs. Whether you are just starting 
out or already have bees we are here to assist 
your needs. Call us Toll Free: 1-888-848-5184. 
496 Yellow Banks Road, North Wilkesboro, NC 
28659. Email:info@Millerbeesupply.com Website: 
www.millerbeesupply.com.

THE EGG CARTON STORE. Modern service 
and speed, old world quality and value. Over 40 
years of egg packaging and marketing expertise!
Egg  Car tons  |  F i l l e r  F la t s  |  Beau t i -
fu l  Colored Cartons |  Poul t ry  Suppl ies
Call for GREAT wholesale / pallet quantity pricing! 
866-333-1132. FREE SHIPPING on all cartons and 
fi ller fl ats. WWW.EGGCARTONSTORE.COM.

SOON Church/Government Uniting, Supressing 
"Religious Liberty," Enforcing  "National Sunday Law." 
Be Informed! Need mailing address only. TBSM, Box 
374, Ellijay, GA 30540. thebiblesaystruth@yahoo.
com, 1-888-211-1715.

All American Pressure Canner, the only pressure 
canner that forms a metal to metal seal eliminating 
the need for lid gasket replacement. Offers large 
capacity canning to make pressure canning your 
meats, vegetables, and fruits easy. Easy Cleanup. 
800-251-8824. www.allamerican1930.com.

EGG CARTONS

FREE
POULTRY FEED

GIFTS
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classifieds

AMERICAN EMU ASSOCIATION, 510 West 
Madison St.,  Ottawa,  IL 61350. 541-332-0675. 
<info@aea-emu.org> <www.aea-emu.org>

Pennsylvania  
FREEDOM RANGER HATCHERY, INC, 187 N. Windy  
Mansion Rd., Reinholds, PA  17569. 717-336-4878, 
Fax:717-336-3711. <sales@freedomrangerhatchery.
com> <www.freedomrangerhatchery.com>Black & 
Red Freedom Ranger chickens and gray Kosher King 
broiler chicks. Non-GMO option.

Indiana  
WOODSIDE AVIARY, James Kotterman, Peru, In-
diana. 765-985-2805. PHEASANT ENTHUSIASTS 
check this out! Displaying full color the Golden 
Pheasant, Ghigi Golden, Peach Golden, Lady Am-
herst, Silvers, Swinhoe, Elliots, Blue Eared, Brown 
Eared, and Temminck's Tragopans. NO CATALOG 
AVAILABLE. GIVE ME A CALL AND WE'LL TALK 
ABOUT THE BIRDS!

Massachusetts  
ANTONIO R. FERREIRA, JR, 49 Chestnut St, 
Seekonk, MA 02771.  401-465-1662.  Northern 
Bobwhite Quail Eggs, 25/$50. Chukar Partridge Eggs, 
20/$50.  Postpaid.

Minnesota  
OAKWOOD GAME FARM, INC., PO Box 
274, Princeton, MN 55371. 800-328-6647.
<www.oakwoodgamefarm.com> Ringneck Pheasant 
eggs or one day old chicks.  Available April thru July.  
Call or write for price list.

Wisconsin
Icelandic Chicken, 6885 Bartlett Rd, Iron River, 
WI 54847.  Long-time breeders and most trusted 
source, maintaining quality, genetic diversity, pure 
Icelandic landrace chickens in North America.
www.icelandicchicken.com. Ph: 715-372-5255. email:  
davidwgrote@cheqnet.net

South Carolina  
Limestone Pigeon Farm, Inc. 1128 Deer Crossing 
Road, Orangesburg, SC, 29118. ph 803-534-4293.  
Beautiful Hubbell White Pigeons.  $50/pr or $ 20/
bird plus shipping.

BREEDERS DIRECTORY
Have birds for sale?
Advertise in the Backyard Poultry Breeders Directory for less than $4.50 a month. Your ad will be seen by more 
than 50,000 poultry enthusiasts. Call 715-829-7330 to get your advertisement in!

ASSOCIATIONS

FREEDOM RANGER

ICELANDIC

E-mail: 
asoper@countrysidemag.com

Call: 715-829-7330

Visit: backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com

ADVERTISE   
   TODAY!

GAME BIRDS

California  
Amber Waves, Bearded Bantan Silkies, Norco, CA 
specializes in DNA Sexed Female Silkies. Males 
are free to good homes.  NPIP, BBB A+ Rating, 
5-Star Rated Breeder, Lifetime Support, Shipping 
weather permitting.  Min of 2. https://buysilkiechicks.
com  ph 951-736-1076. Available Year-Round  
debbie@amberwaves.info.  Visitors by appt only.

Alabama  
VALLEY FARMS HATCHERY, Ryan Kelsey, 
PO Box 2201, Muscle Shoals, AL, 35662. 256-
314-2282. <www.valleyfarmshatchery.com>
<sales@valleyfarmshatchery.com> Chickens, 
Bantams, Ducks, Geese, Turkeys, Guineas, and 
More!. Hatching all breeds weekly. NPIP Certifi ed. 
Hatching/Shipping weekly.

Colorado  
Waltz’s Ark Ranch http://www.naturalark.com/poultry.
html. Rare and heritage poultry, NPIP & AI clean. Sev-
eral Sussex varieties including exclusives,  Swedish 
Flower Hen, Svart Hona, Augsberger, Isbar, Breda 
Fowl, Ixworth, & new breeds coming for 2021. All 
raised non-GMO/Organic. 

Florida  
GREENFIRE FARMS, www.greenfirefarms.com.  
Ultra-rare imported breeds:  Ayam Cemani, Cream 
Legbar, Swedish Flower Hens, Bielefelder, Marans, 
Isbar, Barbezieux, Bresse, Sulmtaler, Spitzhauben, 
Olandsk Dwarf, Orust, Barnevelder, Merlerault, 

Niederrheiner, Marsh Daisy, Altsteirer, East Frisian 
Gull, Lyonaisse, Malines, Pavlovskaya, Queen Silvia, 
Swedish Black Hen, Sussex, Twentse, Lavender 
Wyandotte, Yamato Gunkei.

Missouri  
CACKLE HATCHERY®, PO Box 529, Lebanon, 
MO 65536. 417-532-4581. <cacklehatchery@
cacklehatchery.com> <www.cacklehatchery.com> 
84 years of hatching and shipping baby chicks. Over 
200 varieties.

Pennsylvania  
J.R. Poultry & Gamebirds, 2240 Robert Fulton Hwy, 
Peach Bottom, PA 17563.  ph 717-917-4573.  Quail, 
pheasants, chukars, turkeys, chickens, ducks, Jumbo 
Pekin, Mallard, Roven Khaki Campbell, Golden 300, 
Duclair, Runners, broilers.  Live or processed.  Call 
for availablity of adult birds.  

California  
METZER FARMS, 26000K Old Stage Rd., Gon-
zales, CA 93926. Year-round hatching. Nation-
wide shipping. Free catalog now, 800-424-7755. 
<www.metzerfarms.com> Ducklings: Pekin, Rouen, 
Khaki Campbell, Golden 300 Egg Layer, White 
Layer, Blue Swedish, Buff, Cayuga, Mallard, Welsh 
Harlequin, White Crested & Runners (Black, 
Chocolate, Blue, Fawn & White) Saxony: Silver, 
Appleyard, Goslings: Embden, White Chinese, Brown 
Chinese, Toulouse, Dewlap Toulouse, African, Buff 
Toulouse, Buff, Tufted Buff, Sebastopol, Pilgrim, 
Roman Tufted. Ringneck pheasants, French Pearl 
guineas.

PIGEONS

SILKIES

VARIOUS

WATERFOWL

(Approval of an ad does not constitute an endorsement.)

Mail To: 
BYP Breeders/Classifi eds, 

PO Box 1690, Greeley, CO 80632

E-mail: asoper@countrysidemag.com
Call: 715-829-7330

Breeders & Classifi eds Advertising
December 2021/January 2022 

Deadline: October 7, 2021

CLASSIFIEDS

BEEKEEPING POULTRY SUPPLIES

PRESERVING

WATER SYSTEMS

Visit:
backyardpoultry.

iamcountryside.com

MILLER BEE SUPPLY YOUR BEEKEEPING 
EXPERTS SINCE 1976!  Check us out for all your 
beekeeping needs. Whether you are just starting 
out or already have bees we are here to assist 
your needs. Call us Toll Free: 1-888-848-5184. 
496 Yellow Banks Road, North Wilkesboro, NC 
28659. Email:info@Millerbeesupply.com Website: 
www.millerbeesupply.com.

THE EGG CARTON STORE. Modern service 
and speed, old world quality and value. Over 40 
years of egg packaging and marketing expertise!
Egg  Car tons  |  F i l l e r  F la t s  |  Beau t i -
fu l  Colored Cartons |  Poul t ry  Suppl ies
Call for GREAT wholesale / pallet quantity pricing! 
866-333-1132. FREE SHIPPING on all cartons and 
fi ller fl ats. WWW.EGGCARTONSTORE.COM.

SOON Church/Government Uniting, Supressing 
"Religious Liberty," Enforcing  "National Sunday Law." 
Be Informed! Need mailing address only. TBSM, Box 
374, Ellijay, GA 30540. thebiblesaystruth@yahoo.
com, 1-888-211-1715.

All American Pressure Canner, the only pressure 
canner that forms a metal to metal seal eliminating 
the need for lid gasket replacement. Offers large 
capacity canning to make pressure canning your 
meats, vegetables, and fruits easy. Easy Cleanup. 
800-251-8824. www.allamerican1930.com.

EGG CARTONS

FREE
POULTRY FEED

GIFTS
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Word Search
Have fun solving this word search! All the words are found in this issue of Backyard Poultry. 

Answer Key

just for fun

Name: ___________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Backyard Poultry October/November 2021

persistent peacock  heritage  broad breasted  histomoniasis  lamey  chicken math  cross beak

splash  mottled  cuckoo  barred  lemon meringue pie  paprikash  erysipelas  egg curry

red bottom  geese  shetland  steinbacher  poult  hen  tom  bronze  narragansett

A S C O G J F G J K V P S L X W U R Z Q N C T B

L W Q A S C L V Q P Q F M B K E C U C K O O L C

I G R W U P E L Z I D E L T T O M V Y B Z J U Z

X V O N J Q M C Z I H S A K I R P A P N V I O K

S I S A I N O M O T S I H C A Y Y D V N B C P Y

I C X U F Z N C T T L D E S R B O Q K H O O Z M

I H Q V O D M Z O P D V E W M O S X X G T O Q J

Q E Q N H N E M Y E V N E H Z W S V J P W X T T

N Y V O T A R J H R X D G E U C U S Y F Y W J R

A O W T A L I M U S I A E T G S S S B X E M V V

R R E N M T N D X I K Q G R C G Q W P E X E C X

R F G F N E G Y C S Y B D F R I C U S H A Y P B

A Q A L E H U V P T U G D F X A X U C Y S K R E

G E T R K S E N B E I Q C G J D B Z R D L O T Z

A A I F C G P D B N R E D B O T T O M R A D X N

N K R H I R I C M T M M R U E X Q F Z D Y J W O

S C E H H X E T Y P F M G G X A V Y B Z S P K R

E M H D C H V L M E N Q E J A U P R Z G L F P B

T O Z Q H E Y Z G A K Y E U K L E O Z Y N A P Y

T S P L A S H Q K C X U S D N A Z A E I O Y S E

O S F E B Y V Y R O S N E A S P M M B M B C V W

U T E Y K F D Z U C C C V T W D A D L A W Q Y B

E I L Y R B Q Q J K R F E B N L T M E G W F F L

X S A L E P I S Y R E D R E H C A B N I E T S F

persistent peacock 
heritage

broad breasted
histomoniasis 

lamey 
chicken math 

cross beak 
splash 

mottled 
cuckoo 
barred 

lemon meringue pie
paprikash 
erysipelas 
egg curry 

red bottom 
geese 

shetland 
steinbacher 

poult 
hen 
tom 

bronze
narragansett

Name: ___________________________________________Date: ___________________

Backyard Poultry October/November 2021

persistent peacock heritage broad breasted histomoniasis lamey chicken math cross beak

splash mottled cuckoo barred lemon meringue pie paprikash erysipelas egg curry

red bottom geese shetland steinbacher poult hen tom bronze narragansett

ASCOGJFGJKVPSLXWURZQNCTB

LWQASCLVQPQFMBKECUCKOOLC

IGRWUPELZIDELTTOMVYBZJUZ

XVONJQMCZIHSAKIRPAPNVIOK

SISAINOMOTSIHCAYYDVNBCPY

ICXUFZNCTTLDESRBOQKHOOZM

IHQVODMZOPDVEWMOSXXGTOQJ

QEQNHNEMYEVNEHZWSVJPWXTT

NYVOTARJHRXDGEUCUSYFYWJR

AOWTALIMUSIAETGSSSBXEMVV

RRENMTNDXIKQGRCGQWPEXECX

RFGFNEGYCSYBDFRICUSHAYPB

AQALEHUVPTUGDFXAXUCYSKRE

GETRKSENBEIQCGJDBZRDLOTZ

AAIFCGPDBNREDBOTTOMRADXN

NKRHIRICMTMMRUEXQFZDYJWO

SCEHHXETYPFMGGXAVYBZSPKR

EMHDCHVLMENQEJAUPRZGLFPB

TOZQHEYZGAKYEUKLEOZYNAPY

TSPLASHQKCXUSDNAZAEIOYSE

OSFEBYVYROSNEASPMMBMBCVW

UTEYKFDZUCCCVTWDADLAWQYB

EILYRBQQJKRFEBNLTMEGWFFL

XSALEPISYREDREHCABNIETSF
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Show us your art skills by coloring this turkey.
Once you're done, snap a picture and send it to us via email at editor@backyardpoultrymag.com 

or via snail mail at Backyard Poultry, Attn: Coloring Pages, P.O. Box 1690, Greeley, CO 80632.
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11 12109

13

5 6 7 8

1 2 3 4

1. By Aida de Klerk, age 8, Washington  |  2. By Ellery Heikenfeld, age 6, Ohio     

3. By Emerson Heikenfeld, age 9, Ohio  |  4. By Hannah Birch, age 5

5. By Ida Birch, age 2  |  6. By Lillian Schmidt, age 10, New Mexico 

7. By Brooklyn Hysan, age 11, Delaware  |  8. By Carol Anderson, age 78, Nebraska 

9. By Crosby Deffner, age 6  |  10. By Jordon Strehlow, age 6 

11. By Lewis Detweiler, age 10, Kentucky  |  12. By Sadie Byler, age 7, Pennsylvania

13. By Charlotte D., North Carolina

just for fun






