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Salpingitis
BY LACEY HUGHETT

THE SCOOP
Salpingitis is inflammation in a hen’s 

oviduct, as a result of an infection. 
Multiple pathogens can cause a sec-
ondary salpingitis infection. Infections 
may spread upward from the cloaca or 
downward from another infection in the 
hen’s body. Respiratory infections are 
known to lead to salpingitis.   

Under normal circumstances, micro-
scopic cells constantly push debris and 
mucous out of the body. If this process 
slows or the cells are damaged, there is 
a higher risk of infection.    

The hen’s immune system fights the 
infection by walling it off from the rest 
of the body. The resulting “lash egg” 
may contain pieces of normal eggs, 
caseous material (pus), blood, tissue, 
white blood cells, and other exudate 
bundled up in a yellow/tan mass. Lash 
egg is one of the most apparent but final 
signs of salpingitis. By the time hens 
pass this mass, they have been fighting 
this infection for a while.   

Other symptoms include decreased or 
irregular egg production, weight loss, 
listlessness, and standing upright due to 
a swollen abdomen. Untreated, salpin-
gitis often results in the bird’s death, 

and a postmortem examination may 
reveal gross lesions on the oviduct.   

This disease mainly affects high egg 
production breeds. Other risk factors 
are advanced age, obesity, respiratory 
illnesses, and vent picking. Respiratory 
diseases can lead to secondary salpin-
gitis because of the proximity of the 
abdominal air cavity to the oviduct. The 
cloaca in overweight birds stays out 
longer, allowing for damage leading to 
the introduction of pathogenic bacteria.   

Salpingitis is not contagious, but if it 
developed due to another infection, the 
primary infection might be contagious 
to the flock. 

Good biosecurity prevents diseases 
that may lead to salpingitis. If keeping 
birds for pets, avoid high-production 
breeds. Limit snacks and monitor body 
weight.   

Viral salpingitis is not treatable, but 
bacterial can be treated with antibiotics 
if caught early. Obtain antibiotics from 
a licensed veterinarian.  

Prognosis is poor, especially with 
older birds. If a bird does survive, 
lasting health consequences include 
reoccurrence of infection, and the bird 
may not lay normally again.   

THE FACTS
What is it? An infection of a hen’s 
oviduct.   

Causative agent: Introduction of any 
pathogen into the oviduct. Common 
infectious agents are E. coli,  
Staphylococcus aureus, Salmonella,  
infectious bronchitis, Newcastle  
disease, or avian influenza.  

Incubation Period: Varies.  

Disease Duration: Can last for months 
and resolves in successful treatment or 
death of the bird.   

Morbidity: Noncontagious but may  
be seen more often in heavy layers.   

Mortality: Case-specific.   

Signs: Decreased egg production,  
abdominal swelling, weight loss,  
lethargy, and presence of a waxy, 
cheesy “egg.”   

Diagnosis: Clinical signs and  
symptoms and veterinary  
determination.    

Treatment: There is no treatment for 
viral salpingitis. Antibiotics can treat 
bacterial salpingitis if caught early 
enough. 
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