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On The Cover 

They’re 
a Rare 
Breed ...  
They’re here! 
After 18 

months (way 
too long!) I have 
egg layers again. 
Fresh out of the 

eggs themselves, they will mature at 
least six months before laying. I should 
have eggs in time for holiday custards 
and nogs.  

I have a passion for rare breeds, so 
when I learned that Murray McMurray 
hatchery carried some of the rarest in 
the U.S., I breathed a sigh of relief. 
Now I wouldn’t have to drive halfway 
across the country for my Crèvecœurs 
or risk a 50% hatch rate (or lower) with 
shipped eggs. I received six Crèvecœur 
pullets and six White Faced Black 
Spanish pullets, both listed “critical” on 
The Livestock Conservancy’s Conser-
vation Priority List. And three Dela-
ware pullets, because Delawares are my 
all-time favorite chicken, even though 
they’re only listed as “watch.”  

The chickens will join my San Cle-
mente Island goats and rare-vegetable 
garden at our happy heritage farm. 

Obviously, I’m excited about the rare 
breeds stamps available at the USPS 
starting May 17th. Though my chick-
ens aren’t featured, my San Clemente 
Island goats share a spot. With only 

around 1,000 SCI goats in the world, 
they deserve an honored place. Will 
anybody else be buying a book JUST 
for keeping on display and another for 
sending cards and letters? You can read 
about the stamps on page 45.  

Poultry featured on the stamp series 
include the Wyandotte chicken, Nar-
ragansett turkey, Cotton Patch goose, 
and Cayuga duck. I’m happy to say 
I’ve owned all but the goose, with the 
Narragansetts as my favorite. Such an 
intelligent, inquisitive, and affectionate 
animal! 

If you’re more of a duck person than 
a chicken or turkey person, this issue 
is for you. Tamsin Cooper provides 
a Breed Profile of the Runner duck, 
Ann Accetta-Scott talks about the best 
breeds for meat and eggs, and Craig 
Bordeleau returns to Backyard Poultry 
with an explanation of how “extended 
black” works as a dominant duck feath-
er color. (P.S. … the same color rules 
apply with other poultry.) 

And, of course, we can’t forget the 
youth. June and July mean kids are out 
of school, raising their livestock and 
poultry, and showing them at county 
and state fairs. Don’t miss our stories 
about two stellar youth entrepreneurs 
— Emma Weeks and Hank Driskill — 
and their chicken-themed businesses. 

May your water be fresh, your shade 
cool, and your eggs plentiful. 

Marissa Ames
Editor

In addition to keeping chickens, Kevin is also a pretty handy 
woodworker and makes these beautiful custom wooden flags. 

See the Hansens Farm photo essay on page 9! 
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flock community

Hansens FarmHansens Farm
BY SAVANNA AND KEVIN HANSEN

Our first Bantam hen. It is always so much fun to see her mini fairy 
eggs. She may not be the most productive egg layer, but it is so 
much fun to experience all of the different chicken breeds.

 One of the features of our custom-built coop is this separated 
“clean” side. Here, we can collect eggs and store feed without 
having to walk into the chickens’ free roam areas.  

Our original coop that we bought from 
a big box store to house our first set 
of chicks. Even though our flock has 
outgrown it, we repurposed it to serve 
as a rabbit hutch.
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flock community

WE HAVE ALWAYS DREAMT ABOUT 
owning a farm. It was something we had 
to keep a dream until we had the proper 

place to start one. We never thought our little lake 
forest house in Orange County, California would be 
the start. But if you’re reading this magazine, you 
probably know how this goes. It all started with two 
chickens ... and then there were eight. 

We started with a tiny coop for two chickens, then 
added two more and thought it was time to build them 
a bigger area, so we fenced off a portion of the yard 
and let them free from the coop. Of course, we didn’t 
think about them flying over the small picket fence or 
hopping the wall to spy on the neighbors. After they 
became flighty and destroyed three garden beds of 
crops, the hubby built a large, walk-in coop with an 
attached run. The coop is now perfect for our nine; 
yes, we added more chickens. We netted in the six-
foot-tall run, so the neighbors don't have a peeping 
tom. The door to the coop allows them to come and 
go as they please. 

Caring for our chickens became a hobby instead of 
a chore. After a busy day of traffic, work, and school, 
it's a race to who can collect eggs first and toss out 
some scratch. Walking into the backyard and collect-
ing eggs from scrambling before school has been such 
a wonderful way to teach our son the importance of 
caring for animals and learning where our food comes 
from. The eggs are delicious, and we also get to teach 
our son the importance of giving back. Sending a free 
fresh dozen to those in need, or simply those we love, 
is one of my favorite things about having chickens. 

Of course, I had to paint and decorate the coop, giv-
en my passion for home decor. Now the coop porch 
is our go-to spot for a cup of coffee, overlooking our 
pond, gardens, rabbits, the dog, and our son, enjoying 
the simplicity of caring for chickens. All in the small 
backyard of our first home together. We still dream 
of a large farm with lots of property, but the Hansens' 
backyard farm is the perfect place for us to be, and to 
think it all started with two chickens.   

The Instagram community has been a joy when 
it comes to anything farm. Whether it be new ideas, 
asking questions, getting advice, learning interesting 
facts, or just following along with other farm journeys 
worldwide, we love to check in with all our followers. 

Here are some of our favorites to follow:  
@littleduggardens @the_chicken_nerd  
@spoiledrottenranch and @twincreeksfarm.ca  

The Hansens
Kevin, Kaden, 
Savannah, and 

Reagan.   
  

Follow our  
farm journey on 

Instagram: 
 @Hansens_farm

1



BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM     11

5

2

4

3

1. (opposite page) The flock enjoying a treat of grass clippings 
after a day of yard work. 

2. One of the most exciting things about keeping chickens is 
getting all the different colored eggs! 

3. Our coop. Not only is it sturdy, protected, and well-
ventilated, it is also always decorated for the seasons! 

4. While we do occasionally sell some of our eggs, during a 
pandemic we decided to give them away to those in need in 
our community. These farm fresh eggs are waiting to be picked 
up and enjoyed, with no trip to the store necessary!    

5. Our DIY automatic waterer provides several days of drinking 
water for our chickens with each fill up. A five-gallon bucket 
is plumbed into these blue cups, which fill with water as the 
chicken pecks at the yellow valve in the center. Simple projects 
like this one make it easier for us to make sure that our flock is 
always taken care of.
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Do You Have Something 
to Crow About?

We want to hear from you. Send questions, comments, opinions, advice,  
coming events, etc. to: Backyard Poultry Editor, P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451  

or email editor@backyardpoultrymag.com. 

I very much  
enjoy reading  

Backyard Poultry.
It's been my favorite 
publication for many 

years, providing a  
plethora of information. 

— John Green

Coloring Pages
My name is Charlotte Deneka, and I 

am 12. I live in North Carolina and am 
the proud owner of three Buff ducks. I 
was delighted to find a duck coloring 
page in my first print subscription issue 
from my grandma Joann Carlucci. 

Charlotte Deneka

Marbled Tea Eggs (February/March 2021) 
Howdy BYP, 

I tried the Chinese Marbled Tea Eggs. Man, were they good. 
A marinade of soy sauce, sugar, black peppercorns, fennel, 

whole cloves, star anise, cinnamon sticks, and black tea used as 
a spice. You can taste the complexity of the marinade in every 
bite. I sprinkled a little salt on one, and it really brought out the 
flavors. 

I read up about the red eggs and ginger celebration. That got 
me thinking: I bet hard-boiled eggs served with a little salt and 
pepper and a slice of pickled ginger like you use for sushi would 
be good too. I added the pickled ginger to my Asian Market 
Store's shopping list. I used just plain ol' tea we had in the house 
this time. However, now the lapsang souchong black tea is also 
on that shopping list. We're making these again. Thank you for 
such great ideas to do with hard-boiled eggs.  

John Bailey, Florida

Hi John, 
I’m delighted that you enjoyed the Marbled Tea Eggs recipe. 

I tried it while editing the issue and was hooked immediately. 
Though I’d never tried them before this, I will be making them 
regularly with my fresh eggs. 

All-Access Members can revisit the recipe online: https://back-
yardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/eggs-meat/marbled-tea-eggs/

Marissa
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Frozen Eggs 
My grandmother kept her eggs on the kitchen counter in a hot trailer in 

southern Georgia summer heat for years, and we never had a problem! 
I now live in northern Indiana and, more often than not, cannot get out to the 

coop often enough to prevent frozen eggs. I put the cracked or frozen eggs off 
to the side on a paper towel or in a bowl to thaw out the following day, and I 
mixed them into my half-scrambled eggs with spice and cheese and have never 
had any problems. Occasionally I might cook the eggs and feed them back to 
the dogs and chickens. 

WASHING 
If one uses cold water to wash the egg, the eggs will absorb moisture and/ or 

germs from the contraction of the egg's temperature! 
If one uses hot water to wash eggs, then when the eggs are set off to the side 

too cool, they can absorb moisture/germs. 
I use water from rain barrels to wash my eggs. I put bleach or chlorine in 

the water to prevent mosquitoes and bugs from growing. The water is brought 
inside and filtered through a bucket system, five or six buckets high, with filter 
material in each layer. Then the water is warmed up to approximately 100 to 
110 degrees F.    

I use a large salad bowl or a five-gallon bucket to put the eggs in. I spray 
them off with alcohol and peroxide, then I add the hot water, gently stirring the 
eggs around. Then I take each egg out of the water and inspect it for cracks. 
The warm water will expand any small cracks that aren't visible, and if there 
are cracks or other dirt debris, I set them off to the side for breakfast the next 
morning. I gently scrub any dirty eggs gently and place them in a bucket with 
holes in it for drying. After all the eggs have been inspected and placed into 
the drying bucket, I use paper towels to further dry the eggs. I discard those 
paper towels and grab two more clean paper towels and transport them into 
another box with paper towels for further drying and inspection. I then transfer 
the eggs into the cartons. I put a paper towel on top of the carton, close it, 
and set it upside down so that any leftover moisture will not stick them to the 
carton upside down.    

When I use alcohol and peroxide to clean my eggs, the dirt will float up to 
the surface during the washing process, and I skim the dirt off the top and add 
more warm water as I'm going. The alcohol and peroxide make the water ba-
sically sterile. Once the eggs are washed, I do not touch them again unless I'm 
using a paper towel. The bleach content is probably about a cup to 20 gallons. 
The peroxide content is probably about one pint to four gallons. The alco-
hol content is probably about the same: one pint to four gallons. The deacon 
pastor picks up the eggs every Wednesday or Thursday and distributes them to 
those who want them and/or the needy in the neighborhood. 

Gerald Strong

Backyard Poultry Input 
I am a subscriber, and I was amazed at 

the Barred Rock article in the latest issue! 
The article text was fine, but the pictures 
— I'm sure you've heard by now — 

1. The pictures were not labeled. I really 
get annoyed when the pictured item is not 
described. 

2. Most of the pictures were of Domi-
niques. I did see one beautiful Barred 
Plymouth Rock cockerel toward the end, 
but please make your readers aware of the 
difference. You need to clarify this, and a 
Dominique article wouldn't be out of place. 
They need some advertisement! 

Barbara 

Hi Barbara, 
Thanks for your letter. We double- 

checked to be sure it wasn't our error, 
and the pictures are all labeled. One was 
a Dominique, owned by our Content 
Director, to show the difference between 
a Dominique and a Plymouth Rock. The 
rest are Plymouth Rocks. The American 
Poultry Association Standard of Perfection 
describes the Dominque comb as: "Rose; 
not so large as to overhang the eyes or 
beak; firm and straight on the head; square 
in front; uniform on sides, terminating in a 
spike at rear" and the comb of the Plym-
outh Rock as, "Single, medium in size, set 
firmly on head; thick at base, straight and 
upright, with five well defined evenly ser-
rated points, those in front and rear shorter 
than those in the middle."   

Thank you for your continued readership 
and input into our magazine! 

Marissa 
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Backyard Poultry Input 
Marissa, you asked for input on the new design. Well, 

here goes… 
Aren’t you forgetting who your target audience is? Or 

are you trying to change it? For all the many years that I 
have been a subscriber, Backyard Poultry has been a mag-
azine for EVERYONE of all ages, from young child just 
learning how to care for his first baby chicks, to newby 
backyard poultry keepers during this pandemic, to sea-
soned poultry care givers, and to retired farmers, forced 
by age and infirmaty to give up the land and live in town. 

It has been a source of beauty, knowledge, and mem-
ories. This issue (February/March 2021), however, 
is something else. It is an edgy, slick publication for 
20-somethings to skim, then toss aside. For example,  
the cover shows a lovely chick and NOTHING. Back-
grounds and settings teach almost as much as the birds 
themselves. 

The magazine is filled with large colored blocks that 
are either empty fillers or draw repetitious attention to a 
topic. 

While ads are important, necessary, and provide prod-
uct information, magnified, full-page, in-your-face ads 
are not. 

Spending several pages on calendars in other cultures 
may make you happy, but it doesn’t help readers learn 
more about poultry. 

But the very worst is the Ask the Expert column. The 
questions are good; readers are glad someone asked a 
question they have asked for a while. But instead of an 
answer, they are given the assignment to look up their 
own answer. Backyard Poultry has become a card catalog, 
not a source of information! Please note: Not everyone 
has the access, ability, time, or inclination for mere 
screen time. This column could be replaced by Google. 

The pictures, the other articles, the thorough identifica-
tion of bird breeds are really good. The “cuteness factor” 
will take care of itself. 

Your reader base is made up of down-to-earth people 
who look for, who need, beauty and continuity, and sub-
stance, in this difficult world. 

Thank you for reading this. 
Judy Danner, Wisconsin

Hi Judy, 
Thank you for the feedback! Each time we go through 

a redesign, we depend on input from our readers, both  
for what we should keep doing and what we need to 
improve. We appreciate an active poultry “family” that 
helps us become the best magazine that we can be. 

Thanks, 
Marissa 

Subscriber-Only  
Giveaway 

Enter online for a chance to win a  
Backyard Poultry tote!  

One random winner chosen each issue 
during 2021.  

Winners will be contacted via email for 
current shipping addresses. If you don’t 
win, your entry remains in the contest 

to be considered again! 

backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.
com/giveaways/subscribers-only

Our April/May winner is 
 Melanie Cook, Texas.

BYP Tote 
I've won a nice bag already, and I enjoy it so much. 

Going to the food banks, I use it to give the volunteers to 
fill, and they always comment on it and ask how they can 
get the magazine. I tell them how I won it, and they said 
they would enjoy the game! 

This Feburary/March edition, sleuthing for Roo, was 
the best one yet! I found it rather fun having to look 
"harder" than usual! Thank you for the fun, few minutes 
in this stay-at-home pandemic!   

Now to get started reading the April/May issue. I've got 
turkeys now, so this is so serendipity! 

V. Whitaker, Oklahoma

something to crow about
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Backyard Poultry Cover 
Dec 20/Jan 21 Issue 

I was recently handed a copy of your 
Dec 20/Jan 21 issue. 

The cover was a joy to behold — a 
giggling child with an armload of 
chicks. Thank you so much for that 
cheerful image. 

More important was the fact that 
this image was of a non-white child. 
The inclusive cover makes a gentle 
statement about who we are as poul-
try lovers: we’re everybody. 

Thank you so much for the cover 
and the article about Hela Hens 
Homestead. Please inform your 
advertisers about this letter of ap-
preciation. We’ll get them on board to support inclusivity. 

May we appreciate human diversity as much as we appreciate all the amazing 
varieties of poultry. 

With appreciation, 
Kali Kaliche, Arizona 

Hi Kali, 
Your letter of appreciation is most welcome! The response for the cover and 

for Hella Hens Homestead has been 100% positive, and we are delighted that 
we could feature the Ferguson family and their farm in our pages. And the 
photo image of Rio giggling with her chicks was such a great way to start out 
2021! 

Thanks for your support, 
Marissa 

What Do Chickens Cost 
I got a big kick out of your article. 

THANKS, I needed that today. 

backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/
chickens-101/how-much-do-chickens-
cost/ 

I do crazy stuff for my birds, like buy 
them fresh tomatoes and all organic 
products, as in the end, it is going back 
into me, my family, and a small circle 
of friends. Their "barn" has HVAC 
and lights on a timer. Auto feeders and 
watering. They have nice little custom 
nesting boxes where the eggs generally 
roll out if they are nice enough to lay 
there. They even have a 4x6 double 
pane picture window so they can see 
out 24/7... and the coyotes and rac-
coons can see in, I suppose. 

At the end of the day, we give about 
half the eggs away. In my case, I am 
pretty sure I come in around $5/egg. 

So far, the greatest savings has been 
my emotional health! They soothe me 
to sit and watch them be chickens and 
run all over the property in a little pack. 
I (my whole family) have found this to 
be a great family activity. The chickens 
are often the center of conversation 
over dinner with their crazy dinosaur 
antics. I find them very peaceful in a 
Zen kind of way. We just received our 
second batch. I have no idea what we 
will do with the eggs. Maybe the food 
bank if they take them. It is just fun to 
have them running around. 

I love your site, newsletters, etc.  I 
appreciate your wisdom. 

Ken W. Lund

Upcycled Brooder 
Upcycled a busted fish tank for a brooder. 

Gerald Strong

America's Favorite Poultry Magazine

HELLA HENS HOMESTEAD
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FOLLOW ALONG 
with our small flock 

journey on Instagram: 
@backyardpoultrymag

@northwoods.poultry

@octoberrosefarm

@unconventional_acres

@thesilverfoxfarm 

@vaughan_family_farm 

@tinyfarmdreams

Flocks to
Follow

@backyardpoultry
@poultrymagazine

FOLLOW US HERE TOO!

TAG YOUR  
PICTURES with  
#backyardpoultrymag 
and you could be featured in our next issue!
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ASK THE ExpertExpert

Marissa aMes

Editor
Backyard Poultry magazine

ron Kean  
Extension Poultry Specialist
University of Wisconsin-Madison

ASK OUR POULTRY EXPERTS  
ABOUT YOUR FLOCK’S HEALTH, FEED,  
PRODUCTION, HOUSING, AND MORE!

ask the expert

FROZEN EGGS 
Where we live in Central New Hampshire, the temps 
can stay below freezing for days on end. I try to collect 
eggs every day, but sometimes I skip a day, and when 
I feel the egg, it feels frozen. My question is, do eggs 
freeze, and is it safe to eat them after they've thawed? 
I would appreciate any advice you could give. 

Bob Patenaude, New Hampshire 

I hate frozen eggs! Laying slows in winter anyway, then 
when you do find eggs, they’re frozen. If they’ve cracked, 
it’s best to toss them or use them on dog food, especially if 
there is any poo or mud on the outside. You can cook them 
and feed them back to the hens, too. If they aren’t cracked, 
you can determine if they’re frozen by spinning them on a 
counter. An unfrozen egg wobbles but a frozen or hardboiled 
egg will spin fast. Put these in the freezer until ready to use, 
in case there are microcracks that you can’t see. When ready 
to use, thaw them in the fridge, then use them as soon as you 
can. Thawing on the counter can allow bacteria to grow and 
enter through those microcracks. Don’t be surprised to find 
the albumen is rubberier than normal, though. 

Marissa

OLD HEN 
This hen (Pretty Girl) is 
going to be 16 years old 
in April. She was mixed 
in with a batch of Cornish 
Cross chicks. She is the 
only one of that breed 
that I’ve raised. Also, in 
that group of chicks were 
two turkeys! Those were 
the days when children 
were allowed to handle 
chicks at the feed store 
and didn't always put 
them back where they got 

them. Pretty Girl has set many times, but never in the 
hen house. Several times we thought a hawk or eagle 
had gotten her, but then she'd show up with eight to 
12 chicks. For the last three years, I have trimmed her 
nails and beak and given her special treats. Since it has 
gotten cold, she doesn't want to leave the hen house, 
so she has only been outside three or four times for the 
last four months. She has always been a loner, but now 
I feed her after all the other chickens and rooster go 
outside. I guess my question is, how long can a chicken 
live? Pretty Girl is a labor of love … but very time-con-
suming.

Linda Holbeck, Washington 

Wow, 16 years! She looks great. What products does she 
use? 

All joking aside, Pretty Girl has already surpassed the odds. 
Chickens normally live five to 10 years, with heritage breeds 
living longer than hybrids. In 2004, Matilda (a Red Pyle Old 
English Game hen) entered the Guinness Book of World Re-
cords as the oldest-living chicken at 14 years. Muffy (a Red 
Quill Muffed American Game chicken) claimed that spot in 
2011, with age verified at 22 years at the time of her death.  

At that age, I’m sure Pretty Girl truly is a labor of love. 
But whatever you’re doing … you’re doing it right. Happy 
birthday, Pretty Girl! 

Marissa 

OLDER HENS 
I have two Old English Game Bantam hens, not a lay-
ing breed to start with, and now they’re getting older, 
six or seven years old. What is a good commercial feed 
for older hens like this? Or is layer feed still okay? They 
get lots of garden scraps, and I give them a pile of 
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compost now and then. I can’t let 
them out because we have raccoon 
neighbors.   

Maggie Nelson 

Hi Maggie, 
Continuing with a layer feed won’t 

hurt them, though they don’t neces-
sarily need the feed’s calcium content. 
They also don’t need as much protein, 
except at molt, since they’re not laying 
eggs. Some people switch to a grower 
feed but offer oyster shell free-choice 
on the side, just in case. Others keep 
them on the layer feed, especially if 
the senior hens still live with younger, 
laying hens. Though some companies 
now offer specific food for senior hens, 
many chickens had lived long, happy 
lives before anyone ever invented this 
commercial feed. Offering garden 
scraps is a great idea to be sure they get 
the nutrients they need. You can also 
offer mealworms and soldier fly larvae 
to supplement the bugs they would find 
while free-ranging and offer a poultry 
vitamin supplement in their water. 

Overall, what you’re doing sounds 
great and won’t negatively affect your 
hens. 

I hope this answers your questions. 
Marissa 

Yes, thank you, that answered my 
question and made another one: 
the compost was full of soldier fly 
larvae last summer, and the girls 
got on them like white on rice! How 
do I get the soldier flies to make 
more? Are they seasonal? And is 
there such a thing as feeding too 
many at once? The girls were really 
greedy for them. 

Thanks again, Maggie 

Hi Maggie, 
Thankfully, that research is already 

done! The University of North Carolina 
wrote good tutorial on where to get 
them, plus temperature, humidity, etc. 
One of our writers is also working on a 
story for a future issue, but here are the 
basics: 

You can purchase starter larvae by 

searching for “Phoenix Worms” then 
raise them at about 95 degrees F — the 
same temperature that newly hatched 
chicks need in their brooders. They 
brood at 77-86 degrees F, eat table 
scraps and composting materials, and 
like 70% humidity. Once you have your 
starter larvae, and a suitable environ-
ment, you can monitor both tempera-
ture and humidity then allow the soldier 
fly larvae to compost your kitchen 
waste into chicken treats (themselves). 

Regarding feeding too many at 
once: Technically, any food that isn’t 
a balanced layer ration deviates from 
complete nutrition, so feeding ONLY 
soldier flies would cause an imbalance. 
But consider a chicken’s natural habit 
of scratching, hunting, then devouring 
all the bugs they can find when they hit 
the larvae jackpot. I doubt you’ll breed 
enough larvae to cause an imbalance, 
unless you start a large-scale operation, 
so I would say ration out what you have 
available, and you would be fine. 

Marissa

ROOSTER HAVING 
A STROKE? 
I free-range my flock on five acres. 
They return to the coop every night 
on their own. Last night my rooster 
wasn’t in. I found him by my horses 
just standing quietly. His neck was 
going sideways and slowly. We car-
ried him back to the coop and put 
him near food and water. I checked 
on him an hour later, and he was 
not roosting but was in the corner, 
sleeping next to another Orping-
ton rooster. This morning his left 
eye is closed, and his left foot was 
clenched. Can they have strokes or 
seizures? Is there anything I can do 
for him? 

Diane 

Hi Diane, 
Several things can cause that. Con-

sidering it happened so fast, I would 
suspect an injury first, perhaps to the 
neck or head. Second, it could be a 
nutrient deficiency. And third, they can 
have other neurological problems due 

to ingesting something they shouldn’t 
have. But to answer your question: 
yes, chickens can have strokes. There’s 
not much you could do about a stroke 
other than palliative care and adjusting 
his living conditions to compensate for 
his new disability. But if it is a nutrient 
deficiency, that’s easily fixed, and the 
“cure” won’t hurt him, even if defi-
ciency isn’t the cause. Simply purchase 
a vitamin supplement formulated for 
poultry, and put it in his water. The 
vitamins would be good for him no 
matter what his ailment is. 

Marissa

ILL CHICKEN 
Hello! Today I noticed that Miss 
Speckles, my young Cuckoo Ma-
rans, wasn’t walking. After a closer 
inspection, I realized that her toes 
are curled and she can’t seem to 
unfurl them. Usually, she is very 
shy, but today she was very listless 
and allowed me to pick her up. 
Her comb was bloody so I admin-
istered a topical gel that is safe for 
animal use. I tried to give her water 
with apple cider vinegar, but she 
would not drink. She ate two bites 
of a hardboiled egg, she ate some 
Layena pellets and possibly a few 
mealworms this morning, but now 
she, unfortunately, will not eat. Is 
there anything else I can do? Do 
you know what could be causing 
these problems? She is currently 
inside, and we are keeping her 
warm, thank you, any advice would 
be very helpful!

Rylee Shockey       

Hi Rylee, 
It sounds like Miss Speckles is going 

downhill fast, so I hope this message 
reaches you in time. So many things 
could be causing her symptoms that it’s 
difficult to know just what the problem 
is. Have you palpated her vent and 
abdomen areas to rule out peritonitis, 
water belly, or being egg-bound? The 
toe-curling sounds like it might be neu-
rological, but still, it’s so hard to tell. 

Right now, keep her as comfortable 
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as possible and eliminate whatever stressors you can to give 
her every chance of improving enough to beat the problem. 
You will probably need to dropper some electrolytes, mixed 
with water, into her beak to keep her hydrated. A good poul-
try vitamin solution can help if the problems are a nutrient 
deficiency and not a bacterium, virus, or mold. If your house 
is a little cold, put her in the warmest room and maybe even 
turn on a space heater. Keep up the palliative care until she 
is strong enough to eat again, then continue feeding her 
the vitamins and those power foods like the egg yolks and 
mealworms. 

Marissa

BLACK JAVA CHICKS 
Over the last year and a half, I have been trying to 
find Black Java chicks but have not had any success. I 
currently have a small flock but need to grow the flock 
to about 40 hens. If possible, I'd prefer to re-establish 
my flock with 100% Black or White Javas. Perhaps 
you could point me in the right direction or a hatch-
ery where I could find these chicks. Your assistance is 
greatly appreciated. 

Thank You, Rusty Halm 

Hi Rusty, 
When in doubt, check with The Livestock Conservancy 

Breeders Directory. While many of the hatcheries sell Mot-
tled Javas, you could contact a breeder and inquire whether 
they breed the black orwhite varieties. Here’s a link to their 
directory: livestockconservancy.org/index.php/heritage/inter-
nal/breeders-directory 

Good luck, and thanks for doing the work to help the 
breed! 

Marissa

GEESE 
My sister thought she had two male geese, but one 
just laid eggs. Is there anything that will stop the geese 
from having any more babies after this clutch hatches? 
Also, how do you keep the sibling geese from mating 
with each other or their parents? 

Thank you, Michelle 

Hi Michelle, 
Male and female geese can be difficult to tell apart, so 

you’re not alone! After this clutch hatches, she likely won’t 
lay more until those goslings are raised. After that, simply 
find where she lays her eggs and check daily, then put those 
eggs in the refrigerator. Though the eggs may be fertilized, 
they won’t develop into goslings unless she sits on the clutch 

to incubate them. As far as stopping them from mating: you 
would need to separate males from females. Geese don’t care 
who their parents and siblings are, so it would be up to your 
sister to separate the flock as necessary if she didn’t want the 
mating to take place at all. 

Good luck! We would love to see gosling photos after they 
hatch. 

Marissa 

DUCKS AND CHICKS 
Can baby ducks and baby chicks be raised together? 

Norrie Wise 

Hi Norrie, 
The short answer is yes. The long answer is: yes, but 

keep in mind that chicks are chicks, ducks are ducks, and 
often duck behavior can put chicks in danger. The biggest 
hazard is water. Ducks, of course, LOVE it! Adding some 
clean marbles to a chick waterer, and leaving enough space 
between them that ducklings can still dunk their entire bills, 
will keep them from splashing in it and getting the chicks 
wet. A chill can kill a chick, even if you have a heat lamp in a 
corner. Also, since ducks drink more water than chicks, their 
feces are much more liquid, and they do tend to defecate 
more often. This means cleaning the brooder more often. 
And third: since niacin is crucial for ducklings, they cannot 
receive medicated chick starter, as amprolium reduces the 
amount of niacin available to the babies. You will need to 
provide non-medicated feed for everyone, which means extra 
sanitation to ensure you don’t have problems with coccidio-
sis. (Also: buying chicks that are vaccinated for coccidiosis 
will solve this problem.) 

Marissa 

DOGS KILLING CHICKENS 
Do you have any advice as to how to cure a dog from 
chasing and killing free-range chickens? I know they 
are just doing what comes naturally, but it’s irritating 
and a little costly. The additional problem is that the 
dog belongs to my son and daughter-in-law, who live 
a quarter-mile away, up the county road. The dog is a 
purebred, so it's not a matter of just taking him to the 
pound. 

Bobbie Holliday 

Hi Bobbie, 
I understand your frustration. We had to deal with the 

same issue with our own dogs. After owning three dogs that 
lived peacefully with chickens, and even let hens sleep on 
them, we brought home a German Shepherd puppy that had 
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other thoughts. I swear, we tried every 
tip that was sensible and humane, but 
eventually, we just fenced the yard in 
half. The chickens got one side; the 
German Shepherd got the other. Not all 
dogs are trainable, so setting boundar-
ies may mean actual fences. Some, on 
the other hand, can get along great with 
chickens. It depends on the dog’s breed 
and age, its owners, and the training 
you use.  

Marissa

BLUE/GREEN EGG LAYERS 
Our blue and green egg layers 
have us rather perplexed! We have 
three Easter Eggers: two that lay 
a green egg and one that waited 
around a year to start laying. We 
really wanted some blue eggs, so 
we got two Cream Legbars. As 
everyone picked up their laying 
this year, I waited until all five blue/
green layers laid on the same day. 
I cracked open the five eggs and 
looked at the shells inside since I 
had read somewhere that a true-
blue egg would be colored inside 
the shell. Well, as you can see by 
the photo, the egg on the far left 
is the only one that really looks sky 
blue, and it is white inside. The 
others are slightly varying shades 
of blue-green. According to the 
eggs’ insides, we have three blue 
layers and two green layers, right? 
Or perhaps I should say that we 
have five blue/green layers and call 
it a day? Ha, ha! Thanks so much 
for your help in figuring this out. 

Kimberlie 

Hi Kimberlie, 
While it’s true that the oocyanin and 

biliverdin, the blue and green colors of 

Araucana chickens and their descen-
dants, do permeate the shell, it can 
happen in gradients. 

The membranes within the shell 
can also dull the color a bit. When the 
egg forms, a white membrane first 
forms around the yolk. Then calcite 
forms on that membrane which, with 
blue and green layers, has the color 
imbued within the calcium. After that, 
the egg passes through the oviduct, 
where protoporphyrin (brown layer) 
is “painted on.” This is why the brown 
never permeates the shell, but the blue 
and green do. 

Regarding whether you have 
blue-layers or green-layers: The color 
saturation often depends on who bred 
the chickens! Some breeders focus 
heavily on color, and they can guaran-
tee their birds lay a stunning robin’s 
egg blue that permeates through the 
shell. With other breeders … not so 
much. Cream Legbars can vary in 
quality from breeder to breeder, so 
simply purchasing a Cream Legbar 
doesn’t mean you'll get these stunning 
blue eggs. If the breeder didn’t place 
eggshell color as a high priority, your 
hens might lay a more greenish hue. 

I hope this helps! Marissa 

Thank you! This explains a lot.  I 
appreciate being able to turn to 
Backyard Poultry when I cannot 
find answers elsewhere! While I’m 
disappointed that we don’t have 
distinctly green and blue eggs in 
our basket, I adore all of our girls, 
and they are wonderful layers, so 
that is most important. 

Kimberlie 

HEN WITH HEPATIC 
LIPIDOSIS 
My hen was fine at 1:00 pm and 
dead at 4:00 pm. She died in my 
arms. I took her to the vet for 
necropsy. She said it was hepatic 
lipidosis. She was less than a year 
old, fed organic food (New Country 
Organics layer feed, no corn). 
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I grow organic greens for my flock; 
they are not overweight. She was 
laying, eating, and drinking just 
fine. Exercise outside. I am just 
dumbfounded how she could have 
gotten this. The other four hens 
seem fine. Does anyone have any 
experience with this? 

Sandi Pufahl 

Hi Sandi, 
I’m so sorry to hear about your hen! 

Fatty liver is actually common among 
chickens, especially hens. Just as with 
humans, it often has to do with overeat-
ing, but that’s not always the case. It’s 
easy to get discouraged when so much 
information indicates that you overfed 
your birds, when you know you didn’t. 
Fatty liver hemorrhagic syndrome, in 
poultry, is when the liver gets so fatty 
that it hemorrhages, and death is sud-
den, just as it was with your hen. But 
researchers are still finding out why this 
happens, and it isn’t always because of 
too many treats. The Merck Veterinary 
Manual says it’s also associated with 
increased estrogen when a hen starts 
laying eggs. It has also been associated 
with heat stress and the consumption 
of mycotoxins (fungus) in the feed. 
Genetic predisposition also seems to be 
a factor. 

Regarding prevention: At the risk of 
sounding like people who tell humans 
to “just lose some weight,” the best 
thing to do is monitor diet so that’s 
not an exacerbating factor. Replacing 
some of the carbohydrate calories with 
fat calories is easier on the liver and 
results in less lipid accumulation. Avoid 
feeds with rapeseed meal (eurcic acid) 
and cereal grains with a potential for 
mycotoxin contamination. You can also 
provide a feed or a poultry supplement 
containing vitamin B12, biotin, chlo-
rine, inositol, L-tryptophan, carnitine, 
selenium, and/or methionine, as these 
support liver function. (Rooster Booster 
Poultry Cell offers most of these.) And 
if you haven’t already done so, add 
shade and ventilation features to your 
coop. 

Marissa 

SMALL EGGS 

I have a young Ameraucana hen 
(a little less than a year old) laying 
undersized eggs. Her first egg was 
bigger than subsequent ones. The 
included picture is of two eggs 
she laid on the same day.  She’s 
active, vocal, and seems healthy. 
I’m wondering if this might mean 
somethings wrong or she’s just a 
unique bird. 
I love your magazine and look 
forward to every issue. 

Thanks, M. Booth, California 

Those are so cute! I understand your 
concern, but I wouldn’t worry since she 
is so young and it’s also still winter. 
As she gets older and daylight hours 
increase, the egg size may also as well. 
But maybe not. I had a Lavender Amer-
aucana whose eggs were always petite, 
but she was the BEST broody mama, so 
I didn’t complain about her eggs. 

Marissa 

BROODY CHICKEN BREEDS 
What are the broodiest chicken 
breeds? 

Mila Oldham 

Hi Mila, 
Poultry enthusiast P. Allen Smith 

recommends Silkies, Orpingtons, Aus-
tralorps, Cochins, and Modern Game 
hens. While I wholeheartedly agree 
with him, I should add that the best 
broody I’ve ever had was a Lavender 
Ameraucana. She wasn’t great for eggs 
since she went broody about five times 
a year, but if I had chicks arriving, I 

could depend on her to raise them. 
She raised egg breeds, two shipments 
of meat chicks, and even eight turkey 
poults. 

I hope this helps! 
Marissa 

Yes, this helps a lot! 
Mila

DUCK EGG 

I have a Silver Appleyard duck, 10 
months old. She began laying eggs 
at six months old and generally 
lays one egg a day. In the past 11 
days, she has skipped three days, 
but then on the following day, she 
lays two eggs, one of which is just a 
mutilated shell (see photo).   
She eats layer pellets and has 
oyster shell available whenever 
she wants it. She always has fresh 
water available, which is changed 
daily, and she does like to sit in 
her water bowl outside regardless 
of the weather temperature. She 
gets peas twice daily and some 
salad mix (not iceberg lettuce) in 
the morning. She can forage all 
day outside. She has a Cayuga 
female companion, which she lives 
with; they are inseparable. She is 
very affectionate with me. She has 
a beautiful 10-foot by 10-foot by 
8-foot-high handmade wood house 
where she is kept at night, although 
she has access to it all day.  Is there 
something I can do for her to avoid 

ask the expert
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this egg problem? Is there some-
thing wrong with her health? Please 
advise. 

Lynn Bougher 

Hi Lynn, 
I understand why you’re concerned. 

I would be, too! But I wouldn’t wor-
ry just yet. The occasional soft-shell 
or shell-less egg can be explained by 
a simple, enigmatic “stuff happens.” 
Occasional, deformed eggshells and 
cessation of laying are often the result 
of something stressful that happened. 
If this pattern continues, I recommend 
looking into her daily life to see if any-
thing is stressing her out and looking 
closely at her to identify any symptoms 
that she isn’t quite feeling right. Also, 
be aware that she might start going 
broody, sitting on a nest and refusing to 
lay any eggs. 

I hope this helps! Happy springtime! 
Marissa 

Thank you, Marissa, for your prompt 
reply. We’ll keep an eye on her. 

Lynn

SILVERERUDD'S 
BLUE CHICKENS 
Hello, my name is Rylee, and I am 
creating an Isbar chickens breeding 
group. I have a few questions: are 
Isbars currently known as Silver-
rudd’s Blue or as Isbars? And do 
you know of anybody who breeds 
pure black Isbars? (Preferably a pri-
vate breeder.) Thank you so much 
for your time, and I look forward to 
hearing from you!                              

Sincerely, Rylee 

Hi Rylee, 
In 2016, the Swedish Cultural Hen 

Association voted to make “Silverrudd’s 
Blue” the official name. However, in 
the United States, many hatcheries and 
breeders still lean on the “Isbar” name, 
especially those that imported the breed 
before the official name designation. 
One group relies on the real name: 

The American Silverudd’s Blue Asso-
ciation (silverruddsblue.org), formed 
in 2019. Their website has a Breeders 
List where you can see stunning black 
birds and contact the breeders to acquire 
quality stock.   

Good luck with your breeding  
program! 

Marissa

If a hen could choose…

Free 
Color 

CatalogFor more information www.brinsea.com
or call 1-888-667-7009

Brinsea the world leading incubator manufacturer has a full line 
of incubators, brooders, egg candlers, starter kits
and much more! All with 3 year warranty.  

Free Free 
Color Color 

CatalogCatalog Incubation Specialists

Hatching your own 
chicks is fun, easy and 

reliable with Brinsea
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THE FACTS: 
What is it? A fungal disease of the mouth, crop, or entire 
digestive tract found predominately in chickens, quail, and 
turkeys.  

Causative agent: Candida albicans, a yeast.  

Incubation period: N/A, can develop after antibiotic use.  

Disease duration: Depends on when treatment begins and 
intensity of infection.  

Morbidity: Low. 

Mortality: Low. 

Signs: Poor appetite, slow growth, listlessness, white patches 
of fungal growth in the mouth, bad breath, and hard or 
squishy crops. 

Diagnosis: An assumptive diagnosis can be made based on 
the clinical signs.  

Treatment: Antifungals, supportive therapy, and a reduction 
in risk factors. 

THE SCOOP: 
Candidiasis is an infection caused by an overgrowth of 

Candida albicans in poultry. It is a type of yeast that is part 
of the normal flora of the digestive tract. In healthy birds, the 
yeast present is low enough that it typically doesn’t cause 
problems. Other names for candidiasis are thrush, sour crop, 
and moniliasis.  

Certain risk factors exist for the development of candidi-
asis in birds. Therapeutic antibiotics or antibiotic overuse 

are seen preceding cases of this disease, along with dirty 
drinking water, vitamin deficiencies, and stress. Other health 
conditions can increase the risk of a bird developing can-
didiasis, including birds with weak immune systems. This 
disease most commonly affects young chicks or poults.  

Delayed crop emptying is both a sign and a risk factor for 
candidiasis. The growth of yeast and the presence of lesions 
can slow the rate that the bird’s crop empties. Alternatively, 
other health factors like Marek’s or unfavorable genetics can 
also cause delayed crop emptying, which can promote an 
overgrowth of yeast or an infection in the crop.  

Candidiasis infections are common and can be present 
without any obvious clinical symptoms. Signs start to appear 
after the infection spreads throughout the digestive system. 
One of the first signs of a candidiasis infection is telltale 
white to yellowish plaque-like patches of fungal growth in 
the mouth and throat. These are the overgrown yeast colo-
nies, and a sample taken would reveal an abnormal amount 
of growth.  

Birds with advanced candidiasis have a “pendulous” or 
impacted crop. To check for an impacted crop, feel the crop 
early in the morning before the bird eats or drinks anything. 
The crop should be empty while the bird is preparing to eat 
and forage during the day. If the crop is not empty, separate 
the animal and withhold food — but not water — before 
checking again the following day. 

If the animal’s crop is still full the next morning, it may 
need to be flushed. Birds do not naturally vomit, if the crop 
is not moving, then the bird is not getting any nutrition. This 
process is dangerous to the bird and should only be done by a 

Miss Molly in a crop bra. Photo credit: Leyla in New Mexico.

Tuffy in a crop bra made by Linda of Etsy store AptosBeach. 

ALL COOPED UP:  
Candidiasis

all cooped up

BY LACEY HUGHETT
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veterinarian. Assessment is key before 
flushing because the crop may be full 
for other reasons such as a blockage in 
the intestines or gizzard.  

The crop is a muscle, and it will 
overstretch in 
a condition 
known as a 
“pendulous 
crop” with con-
tinued delayed 
emptying or 
impaction. This 
common co-
morbidity seen 
in candidiasis 
infections has 
lasting conse-
quences even 
once the infec-
tion has cleared. 
Birds with a 
pendulous crop have a low, drooping 
crop. Food becomes stuck in the crop, 
as the muscles can no longer adequate-
ly contract to empty it. This can lead to 
increased infections, malnutrition, and 
death.  

When faced with a pendulous crop, 
many owners have found success with 
“crop bras,” which are fabric bras or vet 
wrap fashioned around the bird’s crop 
to aid with emptying. The rationale 
behind such a garment is that it will 
bind up the crop, preventing it from be-
coming overfull and pushing the food 
toward the gizzard. If the crop stays 
reasonably empty, there is a lower risk 

of impaction or infection.  
Candidiasis is not typically 

life-threatening to the bird unless 
it isn’t caught quickly enough and 
becomes a severe infection. Candidi-
asis in poultry is similar to the yeast 
infections or thrush that people can 
get in that once treatment begins, the 
symptoms go away fairly quickly.  

Treatment of candidiasis begins with 
separating the sick bird. It is not con-
tagious; however, the individual will 
benefit from the separation. Antifungal 
medications such as nystatin or copper 
sulfate easily clear out a candidiasis 
infection. The bird will likely need a 
few days of supportive care during its 
treatment. If the bird has further signs 
of malnutrition from the infection, 
longer care may be indicated.  

Younger birds are more likely to 
come down with candidiasis. Any spe-

cies can contract 
this disease, but 
infections are 
seen most often 
in turkeys. The 
pendulous crop 
occurs more 
often in broilers 
and turkeys due 
to their habit of 
binging on feed.  

Candidiasis 
can be prevent-
ed by keeping 
water, bedding, 
and feed clean 
and sanitized and 

taking care to use antibiotics correct-
ly. Overdosing, misuse, or frequent 
antibiotic usage can cause a candidiasis 
infection since it is an opportunistic 
organism that thrives when the natural 
bacteria are reduced.  

Therapeutic levels of 
antibiotics or antibiotic 

overuse are seen 
preceding cases of this 

disease, along with dirty 
drinking water, vitamin 
deficiencies, and stress.

LACEY HUGHETT is an artist, 
author, mom, and homesteader 
based out of Reno, Nevada. She 
focuses on sustainability, heritage 
breed preservation, and ethical 
animal raising. She has been 
raising poultry since she was 
six years old. She can be found 
on Instagram and Facebook at 
Hughett Heritage Farms.   

Jumbo French 
Guineas, Bantam 

Silkies, Brown Chinese 
Goslings, Muscovy Ducks, & 

Khaki Campbell Ducks

Bantam silkies are 
excellent sitters with a 
gentle nature that make 

excellent pets.

Guineas are fast growing, suitable for 
backyard growers who want to control ticks 

and for those who would want to use them as 
a meat bird.

The Muscovy is fast growing and a 
great range duck with a lean meat that is 

desired by many restaurants.

J.M. Hatchery
178 Lowry Road 

New Holland, PA 17557
717-354-5950 

www.jmhatchery.com

To order Muscovy, Khaki Campbell duck-
lings and Brown Chinese goslings

 call Fifth Day Farm at 
717-917-6729 or order online at

www.freedomrangerhatchery.com

“To order bantam silkies, call Blue Banty 
Farm at 717-917-6729 or order online at 

www.jmhatchery.com”
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Miss Dorothy Gale claiming her very own laying box. — Tiffany Collier, Oklahoma

My egg 
basket. 

— Navis 

Radwick, 

Washington

Fanciful 
Farming’s 
favorite layers, 
Rosemary 
and Patina 
— Swedish 
Isbars. — 
Danielle Raad, 
Michigan

This is Aphrodite. She can't wait to jump in the palm 
of your hand and be held. — Martha Tully, New York
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As you wish, Princess Buttercup!  

— Miriam Chrenka, Michigan

Our son Ezekiel, age 4, at LayZGrace Farm. — Brooke Lynch, North Carolina

“Sunday Brunch” — Lauryn Ciulla, 
New Hampshire

My Barred Rock, Belle, enjoying her view from the 
window. — Julie Banning, North Carolina 
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from the kitchen

BY RITA HEIKENFELD

Chicken Cutlets  
Florentine and  

Marmalade

Like many of you, chicken is a  
standby in our meal rotation. Lately, 
I’ve been using chicken cutlets  
instead of whole breast halves. Since 
we’re busy outside much of the day, 
I can count on cutlets to get a nice 
meal on the table without a lot of fuss.  

With chicken cutlets, you get more 
bang for your buck, so to speak. 
These thinner, tender slices of meat 
are best sautéed quickly. And that’s 
just how the recipes I’m sharing are 
to be cooked. Fast and easy!

The Florentine chicken lends an 
Italian twist with the addition of  
spinach and Parmesan cheese. The 
marmalade chicken has a distinct 
citrusy flavor with a hint of heat from 
the red pepper flakes. I hope you 
try these family favorites, either for  
a family supper or for casual enter-
taining. I think you'll like them as 
much as we do!  

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Make cutlets as described in tip section. Pat 
each cutlet dry and season with salt and pep-
per, then dredge in flour and shake off excess. 

2. Film a large nonstick skillet with olive oil, 
about one tablespoon or so. 

3. Heat over medium-high, place chicken 
in skillet, and cook until golden brown and 
registers 160 degrees F, about three to five 
minutes per side. 

4. Transfer chicken to plate and tent with foil 
to keep warm. 

5. Pour wine in the skillet and cook until 
bubbly, stirring to bring brown bits up.  

6. Add lemon juice, garlic, red pepper flakes, 
and half the orange juice. Bring to a boil and 
cook for three minutes. 

7. Stir in ¾ cup marmalade and rest of orange 
juice. Cook until thickened to your liking. 
Taste and add more marmalade and season-
ings if desired. 

8. Serve chicken with sauce spooned on top.

Chicken Cutlets With  
Orange Marmalade Sauce 
This recipe serves two to three people, depending 
upon the size of the breast and can easily be doubled.  

Wine, with its bit of acidity, enhances and augments  
the sauce. Chicken broth will give a milder sauce.  
I like to serve this with a side of rice, dolloped with  
some of the sauce.  

INGREDIENTS 
Season according to taste. 
2 boneless, skinless, chicken breasts, 6-8 oz. each 
Salt and pepper 
Flour for dredging 
Olive oil 
¾ to 1 cup white wine or chicken broth 
3-4 tablespoons fresh lemon juice 
3 large cloves garlic (a heaping tablespoon) 
¹⁄8 teaspoon red pepper flakes or to taste 
(optional but good) 
¼ cup frozen orange juice concentrate, thawed, undiluted 
Up to 1½ cups orange marmalade (start with about 1 cup) 



RITA HEIKENFELD is a certified modern herbalist, culinary educator, and author. She's a former adjunct 
professor at UC. Contact Rita at: rita@communitypress.com or see her website abouteating.com

SUBBING IN THIGHS FOR BREASTS 
Boneless, skinless thighs require just a bit of pounding out for even thickness.

Chicken Cutlets Florentine  
This recipe serves two to three people, depending 
upon the size of the breast and is easily doubled.  

INGREDIENTS 

2 boneless, skinless, chicken breasts, 6-8 oz. each 
Salt and pepper 
Olive oil 
6 oz./4 cups baby spinach or regular spinach,  
cut into largish pieces 
1 small shallot, minced, 2 tablespoons or so  
1 large clove garlic, minced  
½ cup chicken broth
½ cup heavy cream 
½ cup Parmesan cheese, grated 
Lemon juice to taste 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Make cutlets as described in the tip section. Pat each 
cutlet dry and season with salt and pepper. 

2. Film a large nonstick skillet with olive oil, about 
one tablespoon or so. 

3. Heat over medium, then add spinach and salt to 
taste. Cook, stirring occasionally, until wilted, about 
two minutes. Remove and set aside. 

4. Add a bit more oil and heat over medium-high heat 
until oil shimmers. Place chicken in skillet and cook 
until golden brown and registers 160 degrees F, about 
three to five minutes per side. 

5. Transfer chicken to plate and tent with foil to keep 
warm. 

6. Reduce heat to medium, add shallot and garlic to 
skillet and cook just until fragrant, about half a minute. 

7. Whisk in broth and cream, scraping up brown bits as 
you go. Bring to a boil and cook until reduced to about 
half or so. The sauce will be fairly thick at this point.  

8. Remove from heat and stir in two tablespoons  
Parmesan and lemon juice to taste. 

9. Transfer chicken to plates and pour in any  
accumulated juices into the sauce. 

10. Season sauce with salt and pepper to taste and stir 
spinach into sauce. 

11. Top chicken with spinach and sauce and sprinkle 
on the rest of the Parmesan.   

WHAT'S A SHALLOT?

These are a member of the 
onion family, and to some 
folks, they taste like a cross 
between onion and garlic.  

The nice thing about  
shallots is they don’t give 
bad breath after cooking, like onions and garlic 
do, and are easy to digest. 

Shallot bulbs can be large or smaller, just like 
garlic. When you open a shallot bulb, often 
there’s more than one clove in there. But that’s 
where it gets tricky. Depending upon the size of 
cloves, you really have to go to taste when 
cooking with shallots.

TIP: 2 WAYS TO MAKE PERFECT CUTLETS 

1. Pound chicken breast half gently between two 
sheets of plastic wrap or in a plastic bag, starting 
from center (the thickest part) until each piece 
of chicken is about ¼- to ½-inch thick all over. 
Depending upon size, you may want to cut the 
cutlet into two pieces. 

2. Lay breast half flat. Carefully cut through breast 
horizontally into two pieces. If necessary, pound 
each out as described above to reach even  
thickness. 

MAKING ROLLUPS?  
Don't cut all the way through breast half. By 
leaving the end attached before pounding, you'll 
have one nice, large piece for stuffing, etc. 
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HANNAH N. MCCLURE is an old soul homemaker and mother of 
four from Ohio. Gardening, keeping bees, sewing, raising chickens/
seasonal hogs, and baking/cooking from scratch are a few things 
she enjoys in her homemaking. Always learning and always 
chasing her littles. 

from the kitchen

BBQ Chicken�
Tortilla Trend BY HANNAH MCCLURE

WHAT YOU WILL NEED

8 to 10 soft tortillas (fajita size makes them easy for the kids) 
2 to 2½ cups shredded chicken  
1 block of smoked cheddar or cheese of choice, cut into slices  
1 green bell pepper, cut into strips  
2 whole potatoes, cut and baked into fresh-cut fries, or cooked  
fries of choice  
Approximately 1 cup BBQ sauce  
Waffle iron or panini press

I DON'T KNOW ABOUT YOUR FAMILY, 
but here, we love fair week! The 4-H  
projects: blue ribbons, class champions, and 

Best of Show. The auctioneer sells off months 
of the kids’ hard work to teach them life skills 
and how to earn a buck. And the fair food is just 
as big a part of fair week as the 4-H projects. 
The year 2020 (like for many) meant fair week 
looked different. My gut didn’t mind the missed 
week of fair food though my mind sure missed 
the tradition. Especially the town’s school band 
donuts. But who says we can’t have fair food at 
home? Stromboli in the oven or air fryer. Fresh-
cut fries. Home-fried elephant ears and funnel 
cakes. Burgers and BBQ pulled pork or chicken. 
Ice cream. Deep-fried Oreos ... y’all see why 
my body regretted nothing the year we missed 
fair? This year, I was not sure what to expect, 
so I made “fair week” a little more festive on 
the home front. While skipping the deep-fried 
Oreos and the mess of funnel cakes, I will be 
enjoying fresh-cut fries and BBQ pulled chicken 
... with a twist. In January 2021, social media 
graced us with the trending Tortilla Wrap Hack. 
Also known as the Tortilla Trend. And, though 
I’m not one to jump on the bandwagon, this was 
too good (literally) to miss. And a perfect fun 
food to have your little helping hands and 4-H 
strong ones help with. So, without further chit-
chat ... may I introduce you to my version of 
the Tortilla Trend paired with fair food and 4-H 
enthusiasm. And believe me, it tastes amazing! 

INSTRUCTIONS 

STEP ONE  
Lay the tortilla on a flat surface. Using a pizza cutter or sharp knife, cut 
a line through half of the tortilla, starting in the middle and cutting to the 
outside edge. Repeat on all eight to 10 tortillas.  

STEP TWO  
Picture the tortilla in quarters. Place ingredients in each quarter as  
directed below. These amounts are easily adjustable according to your 
personal preference and tortilla size. 

 1st QUARTER: fresh-cut fries.  
 2nd QUARTER: two to three slices of cheese and three strips of  
 bell pepper 
 3rd QUARTER: about ¼ cup shredded chicken
 4th QUARTER: about a tablespoon of BBQ sauce.   

STEP THREE  
Folding your tortilla: start with the lower left quarter of your wrap. Fold 
it up to the top left quarter of your wrap. Fold now to the top-right quarter 
of the wrap. And last, fold down to the lower right quarter of the wrap, 
making it into a triangle.  

STEP FOUR  
Grill! Lightly grease your waffle iron or panini press and place your fold-
ed wrap on the preheated iron. Close and cook for about three minutes 
or until the wrap is golden brown. If using a skillet, use a spatula to hold 
down and flip to brown the other side, similar to making quesadillas.  

There are many different variations for filling your wrap. Breakfast, 
lunch, dinner, and even dessert-style wraps are easy and fun to make. And 
it is an easy way to remake leftovers. I encourage you to be creative and 
have fun with your food and your littles.  
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SIMPLE AND SENSATIONAL 
EGG & SAUSAGE CASSEROLE 
Serves 12-14. This is one of my 
students’ favorite casseroles. 
Especially nice for a new cook 
since it uses familiar ingredients.  

INGREDIENTS 
1 pound roll sausage, your choice 
3 cups favorite cheese, shredded, 
divided into 2 and 1 cup measures 
8-10 large eggs 
2 to 2½ cups milk (use 2 cups 
for 8 eggs; 2½ cups for 10) 
½ teaspoon salt 

½ teaspoon pepper 

INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.  

2. Cook sausage just until cooked 
through. As it cooks, smoosh it with a 
potato masher to break into crumbles. 
Drain fat, and reserve sausage. 

3. Spray a 9x13 casserole pan.  

4. Sprinkle sausage in the bottom. 
Sprinkle 2 cups cheese on top of the 
sausage. 

5. Whisk eggs in a bowl until fairly 

fluffy, then whisk in milk and combine 
well. Season with salt and pepper. 

6. Pour egg mixture over the cheese, 
being careful to pour evenly. 

7. Sprinkle remaining 1 cup cheese on 
top. 

8. Bake, uncovered, 45-50 minutes 
or until a toothpick inserted in center 
comes out clean. The casserole will be 
puffed up all over. 

CHANGE IT UP! INSTEAD 
OF SAUSAGE, TRY THESE 
1 pound bacon, cooked and crumbled 
2 generous cups diced ham 
2 generous cups shredded, cooked 
chicken 

GOOD ADD-INS 
Steamed broccoli, spinach, roasted 

red peppers, or whatever veggies and 
herbs suit your taste.  

GO WITH A CRUST 
Unroll an 8 oz. cylinder of crescent 

roll dough. Place in the bottom of the 
pan and seal seams. Proceed with the 
recipe.

MAKE IT VEGETARIAN 
Omit meat and if you like; stir in 

some sliced green onions or chives. 
Any of the add-ins work well, too.  

SOME LIKE IT HOT 
For a hit of heat, add jalapeño  

peppers, finely diced. Use gloves when 
cutting jalapeño peppers. If you want 
more heat, leave the veins/white walls 
in. Heat concentrates there. For less 
heat, remove both seeds and veins. 

DO IT AHEAD 
Assemble casserole and cover tightly. 

Store in the refrigerator for a few hours 
or overnight. Remove from refrigerator,  
uncover, and let sit while the oven 
preheats. You may have to bake it a few 
minutes longer. 

DIVIDE RECIPE IN HALF 
FOR SMALLER GROUPS 

Yes, you can! Use an 8x8 pan. Bake, 
35-40 minutes or until a toothpick 
inserted in the center comes out clean. 
The casserole will be puffed up all 
over.   

WITHOUT EVEN LOOKING at the calendar, I can 
tell it’s spring here on my little patch of heaven. 
The redbud and dogwood trees are in flower in 

soft shades of pink and white. My little flock of chickens is 
enjoying the long, sunny spring days by rewarding me with 
impressive amounts of eggs.  

 We love having friends and family over for casual gather-
ings, and brunch is my choice for easy entertaining. There’s 
a couple of reasons for this: having brunch means my guests 
(and I) enjoy quality time with family and friends along with 
a delicious yet simple buffet. And we all have the rest of the 
spring day to enjoy as we like. 

I like to plan ahead, and egg casseroles are my go-to-en-
trees. I can prep them the night before and pop them in the 
oven about an hour before eating.  

Serve with warm rolls, fresh fruit, and salad made with 
spring greens, and you’ve got a feast!

Egg Casserole
BY RITA HEIKENFELD
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Emma 
Weeks, 
Chicken 
Girl

WHY DID THE CHICKEN 
cross the road? To get to my 
house of course!                           

My name is Emma, and I am an 
11-year-old “Chicken Girl.” Now, I 
realize I’m barely out of the hatchling 
stage, but boy, I can tell you a lot about 
chickens. They’re kinda my thing!  

I joined our local 4-H livestock club 
when I was eight, and I started with 
the 4-H poultry project known as the 
“Chick Chain.” After just a few meet-
ings and picking up my new chicks 
that were ordered, I knew that this was 
something that I would stick with. I 
quickly fell in love with raising my 
newly acquired chicks and everything 
that went with them! They quickly 
grew from the brooder box, and now 
you can say they’ve claimed half of 
our property. 

Since then, I have had the opportu-
nity to become a young entrepreneur. 
I started with selling my birds’ fresh 
eggs to family and friends but quickly 
became interested in more rare and 
critically endangered breeds. 

I currently have about eight flocks 
consisting of Golden Cuckoo Marans, 
Red Shouldered Yokohamas, Ayam 
Cemanis, Blue Jersey Giants, Standard 

Blue Laced Red Wyandottes, and I’m 
currently working on my own, home-
grown line of White Marans. My mom 
shares our birds on social media, and 
my dad created a pretty neat website. 
Through these avenues, we share my 
flocks with others to offer their fertil-
ized eggs. I ship my birds’ hatching 
eggs all over the United States for 
other poultry enthusiasts to hatch in 
their incubators. I’m pretty thrilled that 
my birds from right here at my house 
now have “chick children” in almost 
every single state! My business name 
is “Emma Soo's Cuckoos,” and I can't 
wait to see how it keeps growing.   

4-H has changed my life forever. 
It has taught me poultry, rabbit, and 
swine nutrition and gave me much 
responsibility and knowledge on many 
breeds and their egg production. I have 
also gained problem-solving skills, 
record-keeping skills, some veterinari-
an medicine knowledge, and obviously 
a whole lot of brains about running my 
business. 

I also enjoy getting a little compet-
itive in poultry and livestock judging 
events as well as pageantry in my spare 
time. I absolutely love showing my 
birds and creating educational poultry 

Emma with “Duece” 
(Golden Cuckoo Marans 

rooster).

Photo credit: Purley Made Studio.

From 4-H to becoming 
a young entrepreneur,  
the chicken life is a  
lifetime passion.

BY EMMA WEEKS
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exhibits with my family for local and state fairs. My favor-
ite would have to be the annual National Peanut Festival in 
Alabama! 

As of February 2020, I was able to compete for and earn 
the title of Jr. Miss Northwest Florida. I take this title and job 
very seriously. This title has given me the perfect opportuni-
ty to share my poultry passion with other children my age. 
I have been able to share this passion and knowledge thru 
many pageant interviews and presentations and have earned 
the name of “Chicken Girl” by my fellow pageant sisters. 

After realizing all of the great skills, and knowledge that 
4-H and pageantry have given me, I decided that I should 
spread the news of 4-H! I have recently created a platform 
named “The Eden Project” just for this. My main focus 
for my platform is to get out in schools and provide other 
children information about 4-H in our community and state. 

I aspire to inspire so that they, 
too, can take advantage of what is 
out there just waiting for them to 
discover. Who knows, maybe it will 
bring them just as much joy and 
forever change their lives just as it 
has mine!  

EmmaSoosCuckoos.com
Emma (Jr. Miss Northwest Florida) with “Deuce” (Golden Cuckoo 
Marans rooster) and “Reba” (Nigerian Dwarf goat).  
Photo Credit: Meghan Basford Portrait Studio.

feature  |  youth & poultry
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AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL DEALER OR ONLINE AT:
kalmbachfeeds.com/where-buy  amazon.com • chewy.com POULTRYPOULTRY

IMMUNITY • GUT HEALTHIMMUNITY • GUT HEALTH
LIFEGUARD®LIFEGUARD

You LOVED it as a FEED....
We’re now offering 
it as a BLOCK too!

them like you              them...
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CHICKENS MIGHT BE  
relatively low maintenance pets, 
but that doesn’t mean they don’t 

make a mess. A clean and dry coop is 
one of the best ways of keeping a flock 
healthy. But as chicken math kicks in 
and that coop that used to be easy to 
keep clean suddenly takes more and 
more work to achieve the same results, 
some poultry keepers find themselves 
wishing there were housecleaning ser-
vices for their coops.  

This is where Hank Driskill comes 
in. This 16-year-old owner of Hank’s 
Homestead has created a viable 
business near his home in San Diego 
by cleaning coops and the occasional 
chicken sitting when owners are on 
vacation. (While most of his business 
centers on chickens, he also cares for 
the occasional goat, pig, and other 
backyard animals.) “People are really 
excited that a business like mine exists,” 
Hank says. He’s gotten serious about 
building and marketing his business in 
the last year, spending time doing out-
reach through his Instagram, @Hanks_
Homestead, and is currently working on 
merchandise and a website.  

It turned out to be the perfect time to 
grow a chicken-based business. With 
the beginning of the pandemic coincid-
ing with baby chick season, so many 
people started raising chickens that 
there was a shortage of chicks. “But 
some people didn't realize how hard 
it is to maintain the coop, and a lot of 
people hired me after that,” he says. 

Hank fell into the business by acci-
dent. It all started when Hank was thir-
teen and came across an advertisement 
on Craigslist asking for help caring for 
someone’s backyard flock. He’d grown 
up with chickens and was familiar with 
their care. Two more gigs came along 
through word of mouth, and now, three 
years later, he has 12 regular clients 
whose flocks he cleans on a route after 
school. “I work Mondays, Thursdays, 
and Saturdays,” Hank says before 
adding that he takes some one-time jobs 
on Wednesdays or Fridays as well. “I 
try to get my schoolwork done first and 
schedule work after that,” he says, but 
it’s hard to turn down paying work. He 
thinks his work for Hank’s Homestead 
takes eight to 12 hours a week. 

His clients — chickens and humans 

feature  |  youth & poultry

Hank fell into the 
coop-cleaning 
business by accident. 
Now that business is 
booming, there are 
plans to expand.

Hank’s 
Homestead
BY TOVE DANOVICH
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alike — are clearly happy with his 
efforts. When he goes to a job, he takes 
out all the old bedding, replaces it, and 
brushes off cobwebs and dirt off the 
sides of the coop and run. Then he deep 
cleans and refills waterers to keep away 
the algae that love to grow in San Di-
ego’s warmth. Because so many of his 
clients are regulars, his job gets a little 
easier each week. “After the first clean, 
it's just maintenance. It gets faster and 
cleaner every time.” 

Like many 16-year-olds with a job, 
Hank is saving the money from his 
business to buy a truck. But for Hank 
having a vehicle is less about socializ-
ing than expanding Hank’s Homestead. 
“I’m pretty close,” he says. He wants to 
get a truck so he can have room to take 
cleaning supplies with him or to do de-
liveries for clients who are out of town. 

Currently, his parents have to drive 
him to his jobs, limiting the clients he 
can take on. Right now, his farthest 
customer is a 30-minute drive from his 
home, but he schedules his visits so 
there's as little travel time as possible. 
“Sometimes people contact me that are 
far apart or way too far out of the way, 
and I have to say, ‘Sorry, I can’t.’” But 
once he has a car, he’s hoping he’ll 
have enough business that he can hire 

a friend to take on even more jobs. “I 
plan to grow Hank’s Homestead as 
much as I can.” He charges based on 
the size of the coop and the number of 
chickens in it. “More chickens means 
more mess and more of my time,” Hank 
says. Since he’s started, he’s also raised 
his rates slightly. Anyone in business 
needs to know what their services are 
worth. 

The job isn’t all hard work, Hank 
says. It’s fun too. He gets to help ani-
mals and meet many people he would 
never have come in contact with. Hank 
also feels like his years of experience 
keeping chickens makes him particu-
larly well-suited to this job since he’s 
able to notice when someone’s animals 
seem ill. (And, if the chickens ever get 
out and don’t want to go back inside, he 
has lots of tricks for getting wily fowl 
back into the coop.) 

Even hard moments can wind up be-
ing funny in retrospect. One time Hank 
hired a friend to help on a hard cleaning 
job. “They were dusting off the coop, 
and I went inside to rake and heard 
the door close behind me. I’d locked 
myself inside,” Hank says with a laugh. 
“My friend was listening to music and 
couldn’t hear me, and I’m just stuck in 
the coop waiting for them to walk by.” 

It was a learning experience. “Since 
that happened, I always put a shovel in 
front of the door, so it holds it open.” 

With the exploding popularity of 
backyard fowl, Hank’s Homestead is 
the kind of business that would proba-
bly do well in just about any city that 
allows chickens. Finding a responsible 
chicken sitter for vacations is a chal-
lenge for many chicken keepers — not 
to mention someone who can help with 
chores. Hank says that it’s all about 
building a route and getting the word 
out to potential customers. “I really like 
it because it doesn’t take time away 
from school. I can get good grades 
and work too.” He's currently in trade 
school, taking construction and welding 
classes. Hank might work in construc-
tion but notes that his skills would be 
well-suited to building custom chicken 
coops. “I'm going to give it a try,” Hank 
says.  

TOVE DANOVICH is a writer based in 
Portland, Oregon where she catalogs her 
flock's antics on Instagram  
@BestLittleHenhouse. 

You can also find her on Twitter  
@TKDano

ToveDanovich.com.
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“Each generation 
imagines itself to be 
more intelligent than the 
one that went before it, 
and wiser than the one 
that comes after it.”

 — George Orwell   

8 Ways  
to Engage 
Youth in Ag

AS AN FFA ADVISOR and 
agriculture teacher, I see kids 
these days disconnected from 

nature and agriculture. I remember 
fondly sitting in silence watching my 
childhood poultry swim in their kiddie 
pools or graze on the grass. Today, 
many would prefer to play video games 
on their phones than to look up and not 
only smell the flowers but talk to their 
neighbor — who is also playing video 
games. And before you think I am some 
old curmudgeon — I am in my young 
30s! 

Agriculture provides a nexus of 
vocational skills that is hard to beat in 
any other field of study. It can teach car-
pentry, husbandry, business, patience, 
leadership, and empathy. Globally, the 
average age of farmers is 60, according 
to the Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion (FAO). I heard a similar average 
age for agriculture teachers. With a 
growing population near eight to nine 
billion in the next few decades, we will 
need not only more “farmers,” but more 
agriculture-minded scientists, lawmak-
ers, and leaders. Here are 10 ways to 
engage youth in ag: 

1. FYI, DIY is FUN. Do not only allow 
your child to help with a build but 
include them in the design process. 
Whether it is a chicken coop, quail pen, 
or rabbit hutch, kids will have cosmetic 
and structural ideas. Let their creativity 
run wild. If budgets or space limit their 
ideas, have them find viable solutions. 
Critical thinking is a skill that needs to 
be honed. Learning how to use basic 
tools is also a talent that all youth 
should discover. Seeing the manifesta-
tion of a structure that came out of their 
imagination would certainly get a kid 
hooked on ag DIY projects.

2. Make It a Game. A few years ago, 
Feed the Future, Africa Lead, and 
Mercy Corps AgriFin Accelerate (AFA) 
funded a TV show titled, Don’t Lose 
the Plot. Promoting farming as a “cool” 
and viable career venture, this com-
petitive series confirmed that contests 
are attractive to adolescents, with 3.4 
million viewers watching the show in 
Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda. More 
than 60% of viewers were aged 18-34, 
with equal male and female audiences. 
How can we recreate the excitement 
for farming here? Students can receive Stella today, enjoying her pet and meat 

rabbits.  

Stella and her dad in 2014 building the family's rabbit hutch. 
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the same size seed-grown plant in a 
classroom and be charged with its care 
for a semester. The most productive 
vegetable plant or the one that produces 
the most flowers is the winner. Another 
option is that these project plants are 
then auctioned off or sold at a school 
plant sale. They can also use this game 
for livestock and poultry. At home, 
parents and kids can compete with the 
most productive plot or window box. 
The winner? The whole family enjoys 
the floriferous landscape or bountiful 
yields.

3. Garden Design. Designing a garden 
and watching it mature through the sea-
sons and years is a great way to engage 
youth. Planning and then tending to a 
garden teaches so many life lessons. It 
would be hard for someone not to be 
engaged. A future landscaper, bugol-
ogist, or health food consumer could 
explore interdependence between plant 
species, plant and animal dynamics, 
and plant and abiotic factors. Garden-
ing and the design and implementation 
of the plants can be for everyone. 
Both edible or ornamental gardens can 
be empowering to kids. My favorite 

combo is ornamental-edible. Plants 
like orchid cream nasturtium, hyssops, 
amaranths, and butterfly peas are some 
of my students’ favorites. Fairy gardens 
with miniature buildings and furnish-
ings can get children out of the house 
and start exploring nature. If you need 
help convincing a loved one to let their 
child outdoors more, I recommend Last 
Child in the Woods by Richard Louv. 
The book cites research indicating 
that exposure to nature is essential for 
healthy childhood development and 
children and adults’ physical and emo-
tional health.

4. Poultry Power. I loved the entire 
process of raising poultry when I 
was a child. From researching then 
selecting which breeds to order, then 
which individuals would breed, I was 
enthralled by the endless options. I also 
loved the business aspect of pricing, 
advertising, and keeping my inventory 
Excel sheets updated. While there are 
many kid-friendly chicken breeds, I 
believe ducks and quail offer similar 
options. After 20+ years, I do have a 
fondness for raising ducks, as they have 
sassy personalities. Quail are great for 

A friendly backyard chore competition between siblings can be very engaging — until they 
catch on.  

1-800-658-4016   www.bovidr.com

Bovidr 1/6 page ad
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small backyards and a possible option for those living in an 
HOA neighborhood. Several YouTube channels, including 
Jake Grzenda from White House on the Hill, have videos on 
a kid's role for butchering poultry. Providing food for your 
family, from eggs to broilers, would certainly be engaging to 
many kids. 

5. Carnivorous Plants. While I am the Education Director 
of the International Carnivorous Plant Society (ICPS), and 
most likely bias, how could anyone argue that a carnivorous 
plant couldn't engage youth in horticulture? Yes, there are 
Venus flytraps, but there are 800 other species for kids to 
explore. Some are native to Iceland, while others are found 
in the tropical rainforests of Borneo. Many commonly cared 
for species are native to Eastern and Southern United States. 
Regardless of your setup, there is a species that you could be 
growing. Some require the outdoors and a dormancy peri-
od, while some can be grown indoors. Check out ICPS for 
growing details or check out my education tab over there for 
mazes, videos, word searches, and educational infographics. 
A plant that likes to be fed? Engaging!

6. Tech. While it is important to find balance between tech-
nology and nature, ag tech advancement is astonishing. Stu-
dents who invest time learning about UAV (Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicle) or UAS (Unmanned Aircraft System) are always 
impressed with their capabilities. Most drones weigh between 
five and 50 pounds and cannot only do aerial imagery but 
also detect nutrient deficiencies in specific sectors and apply 
seeds, fertilizers, or herbicides appropriately. 

7. Ag Ed. Agriculture is not only “farming.” There are human, 
social, economic, and environmental aspects of agriculture. 

From biotechnology to social justice, everyone has a place 
at the ag-ed table. At my school, students can explore their 
leadership skills by serving as an FFA officer or commit-
tee member while working on personal growth and career 
success. The three major components in school include: 
classroom/laboratory instruction (contextual learning), Super-
vised Agricultural Experience (SAE) programs (work-based 
learning), and student leadership organizations.

8. Count the Profits. Money talks — even to kids. When I 
was in middle school, not only did my father and I install a 
nickel gumball feed machine, so the neighborhood kids could 
help feed my poultry, but I created a “name a duck for a 
buck” scheme. According to my parents, I charged the neigh-
borhood kids a dollar to name and then rename the same 
duck. But I cannot attest to that. When children start learning 
the value of growing crops and raising animals and learning 
how to calculate inputs and outputs, they will be engaged in 
their own business. In addition to being a kid, they can focus 
their niche on heirloom crops and rare livestock. Consider 
entrepreneur Jere Gettle, owner of Baker Creek Heirloom 
Seeds. He printed his first seed catalog at age 17 and now has 
over 700,000 people receiving the catalog, and over 20,000 
people attend his National Heirloom Exposition.  

Roman holding Chick Norris. 

Eigth grader, Andrew, showing off his pitcher plant Nepenthes x 
venrata.
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KENNY COOGAN is a food, farm, and flower national 
columnist. He has a Master’s degree in Global 
Sustainability and leads workshops about owning 
chickens, vegetable gardening, animal training, and 
corporate team building. His upcoming book, Florida’s 
Carnivorous Plants, will be published late 2021 and will be 
available at kennycoogan.com.
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HERE ARE SOME FUN 
games to try with kids to 
reward everyone’s good 

natures, teach your kids about do-
mestic animal behavior, and make 
memories that last. Who can resist 
a docile backyard hen who is al-
most dog-like in their motivation?  

Follow the Trail: Sprinkle popcorn 
wherever you let your chickens 
range. Try to make a shape or a 
pattern, like a heart or a star. Let 
chickens out. Watch them follow 
the pattern and eat every single 
one. Make them chase you, too. It 
won’t be long before they’re ready 
for more. (Psst! They don’t care 
what pattern it is; they just want 
food. And we just want our kids to 
run around!) 

Tie an Apple on Your Belt: Run a 
piece of kitchen string through an 
apple after you core it. Tie it onto a 
belt or through a belt loop and put 

it around your child's waist. Show 
the chickens the treat. Encourage 
the child to jump and play —and 
run away — while trying to get it. 
This works for anything safe for 
them to eat. 

Freestyle Obstacle Course: Put 
a hula hoop on the ground. Lay a 
board over a rock to construct a 
makeshift seesaw. Hang pieces of 
fruit along a fence. Cover every-
thing in treats. Release the hens to 
your design and test their mental 
mettle. Who will win? Who will 
be distracted? Who will find a 
live worm and run away with that 
instead? 

Grass Eating Contest: Pick equal 
piles of fresh lawn grass or mead-
ow grass so that each “participat-
ing” chicken will have the same 
amount. Put each pile in a different 
part of the yard or run. Place a 
chicken at each pile and see who 

Kids are drawn to hens, 
and it seems the opposite 
is also true — especially 
once backyard hens 
realize our small ones can 
serve as food dispensers, 
too. And kids love it when 
hens start to do whatever 
they ask. It’s a win-win 
relationship, really. 

Games for 
Kids and 
Chickens 
BY JENNY ROSE RYAN 
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eats theirs first, who runs over to eat the other ones' piles, and 
who doesn't want grass. 

Turn Your Hen into a Hulk: Pull the arms off an old action 
figure with reticulated limbs. Take a small metal wire — even 
a pipe cleaner or a twist-tie will work — that is long enough 
to go around your hen at the back, above the wings, and near 
the neck. Twist each end around each action figure arm, then 
lay the wire across the back, so the arms hang off their front 
like a T-rex. You may need to adjust sizing to get them to sit 
right, but Henrietta won’t mind waiting. Be sure to take them 
off when she’s sick of it, though. 

Noodle Jump: Make any pasta or noodle according to pack-
age instructions (or use leftovers from a finicky toddler but-
ter-noodle lunch). Hang noodles as high as you can through 
the fencing around your coop, and then move lower and 
lower until your hens realize what you've done. Watch the 
hilarity ensue as they jump and leap to get every last “worm.” 

WHY PLAY GAMES WITH HENS? 
It’s not because they care. They just want food and any-

thing that might resemble it. 
Just like the lessons that come with caring for pets, helping 

kids understand what animals need and how to care for them 

— and what motivates them — can help build confidence and 
awareness about life and encourage our next generation to a 
greater understanding of the planet and all life on it.  

According to the American Society of Child & Adolescent 
Psychiatry, positive feelings about pets can contribute to a 
child’s self-esteem and self-confidence, and good relation-
ships with pets can help develop trusting relationships with 
others. A good relationship with a pet can also help in devel-
oping non-verbal communication, compassion, and empathy.  

It’s also a great way to help develop a sense of responsi-
bility. It’s fun and funny to watch chickens eat, so that kind 
of work can start to feel less like a chore and just like a thing 
someone has to do. My son now has the privilege of being 
one of our hens’ daily caretakers, and I occasionally get to 
outsource a few chores. Everyone is happy. Especially our 
very healthy, well-fed hens.  

JENNY ROSE RYAN is a writer, editor, and communications 
consultant in the Pacific Northwest who tends an urban menagerie 
that includes hens, dogs, guinea pigs, and whatever she says yes 
to next. Originally from rural northwestern Wisconsin, she seeks 
to honor the hardworking farm workers and tillers of the land by 
bringing her city soil back to life and helping to empower others in 
their own attempts. 

Instagram: @chaosgardens 
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Split Tail
If you look at your bird from above and the 
tail feathers split to either side of the body, 
leaving a gap at the bird’s spinal mid-line, 
then you have a split-tailed bird.

Gone Awry
Wry tail is when the tail leans to one side of 
the bird. 

Vultures
With few exceptions, such as the Sultan 
breed that requires them, feathers that cover 
the hock joints and beyond are a disqualifi-
cation. These feathery protrusions are known 
as vulture hocks.

Wet Feet
On chicken feet, one toe should point toward 
the rear. If the rear toe twists to the front, 
making the foot resemble a duck’s, we call 
this disqualification “duck-foot.”

Breed Standard
These are some of the major, obvious, and 
common disqualifications you may see when 
looking for show quality chickens. This is 
not, however, an exhaustive list, nor did I 
even mention any of the numerous defects 
the APA or ABA recognizes. If you’re in the 
market for new birds, consider buying a 
book of standards, or consulting a knowl-
edgeable, impartial breeder for advice. Even 
if the breed in question is not their specialty, 
an experienced fancier can easily spot glaring 
defects and disqualifications. 

Disqualifications inDisqualifications in
Show-Quality ChickensShow-Quality Chickens

By Jeremy Chartier

Authorities
Two major organizations in the United 
States create and maintain breed standards. 
The American Poultry Association (APA) 
sets standards and disqualifications for all 
poultry while the American Bantam Asso-
ciation (ABA) sets their own for Bantam 
chickens and Bantam ducks. They generally 
agree on what should disqualify a bird from 
showing in a regulated event.

Faking
Evidence of cheating is grounds for imme-
diate disqualification. Broken or crimped 
feathers, altering your bird’s natural feather 
color, cut feathers, scar tissue from surgeries 
to correct a flaw, and feather plucking to hide 
vulture hocks all count. If your bird isn’t up 
to snuff, don’t try to hide it!

Disease
The quickest way to be uninvited at a poultry 
show is by bringing visibly ill chickens. If 
your bird is sick, it’s not getting a ribbon, and 
you will likely be told to remove your birds.

Beaks and Bills
If the bird’s upper and lower mandibles don’t 
align, they splay apart and make it diffi-
cult for the bird to eat. In ducks, scoop bill 
presents as a deep depression along the bill’s 
dorsal side. Crooked or misaligned bills are 
also disqualifications.

No Leaning
A comb that flops over, called a lopped comb, 
is a disqualification. Don’t confuse this with 
the acceptable standard of the Leghorn hen, 
which says the first point must be erect and 
the rest of the comb may gradually flop over.

Sprigs and Spurs
Comb sprigs and comb spurs are added 
projections that shouldn’t be there otherwise. 
If you have a bird with this issue, don’t try 
surgery since the scar tissue will disqualify 
you for faking.

Slipped Wings
Slipped wings occur when the last joint of 
the bird’s wing becomes twisted, which is an 
anatomical condition and not a mechanical 
injury. Slipped wings typically leave the last 
few wing feathers pointing away from the 
bird’s body.

Lost an Axle
Split wing is absence of an axial feather. Spot 
a split wing by fanning the wing. If there is 
a noticeable gap between the primary and 
secondary feathers, this is a disqualification.

No Squirrels
With exception to very few breeds, such as 
the Japanese Bantam, no tails should curve 
more than 90 degrees. 

Disqualifications are unilaterally unacceptable traits, with few exceptions. Birds that display one of these 
disqualifications will not be awarded a ribbon, or considered in any placings, in a regulated show.
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USPS Honors  

Heritage Breeds 
10 Livestock Species Get 

Their Pictures On Stamps 

BY CHRISTINE HEINRICHS

heritage breeds

NEXT TIME YOU MAIL A LETTER, you can 
support heritage breeds by stamping it with one of 
the Heritage Breed Stamps on sale at the post office 

and through the website starting May 17th. The 10 breeds 
honored include the Wyandotte chicken, Narragansett turkey, 
Cotton Patch goose, and Cayuga duck. 

“When you put them on a white envelope, they look like a 
little framed piece of art,” said graphic designer Zack Bryant, 
who designed the stamps. “It's like a goat looking back 
over to the return address. I'm really excited about it if even 
a handful of people have a lightbulb go off about heritage 
breeds."  

CSAC CHOOSES THE IDEA 
The idea for the stamps came from Jody Jess of Buckhill 

Homestead Farm in Massachusetts. Back in 2014, she was 
chatting with John, a clerk at the Ashburnham post office, 
as she mailed material to the University of California at 
Davis, with whom she collaborates on data about her Kerry 
cattle. She asked, “Who designs stamps, anyway?” He told 
her about the United States Postal Service Citizens Stamp 
Advisory Committee, about.usps.com/who/csac/, and got her 
the paperwork required to submit an idea.  

She wanted to shine some light on heritage breeds and the 

breeders dedicated to keeping them.  
“It’s important that these breeds get recognized,” she said 

in a recent interview. “Most people don’t know about the 
heritage livestock that is the foundation of our farms." 

Her friend Emily Aho helped her write the essay required 
in the application process. John was at the post office counter 
when she sent the application in.  

In 2015, CSAC sent her a letter telling her that the idea had 
been accepted. At that point, it was out of her hands. They’d 
take it from there. 

DESIGNING THE STAMPS 
CSAC approached Journey Group, a design firm in 

Charlottesville, Virginia, that has designed other stamps. Art 
Director Greg Breeding [N.B. Really!] asked staff designer 
Bryant to do some research and come up with initial sketch-
es. A livestock keeper himself, the first thing that came to his 
mind was Modern Farmer magazine, which featured indi-
vidual animal photos on its cover before it went fully digital. 
Aliza Eliazarov took those photos. 

“I knew we had to find this person,” he said. “She came to 
mind immediately. She’s a wonderful woman, photographer, 
and artist. Had she not wanted to do it, I don't know what we 
would have done.” 

Ph
ot

os
 ©️

U
SP

S 
20

21



46     JUNE/JULY 2021  |  BACKYARD POULTRY

heritage breeds

Ms. Eliazarov had spent ten years 
taking photos of livestock, honing her 
techniques. Her book, On the Farm, 
includes over 150 photos. penguinran-
domhouse.com/books/611731/on-the-
farm-by-aliza-eliazarov/.  

When the USPS Confidential email 
from Bryant popped up in her inbox, 
she thought it might be spam, someone 
stealing her mail at home in Brooklyn. 
She was in Nashville photographing the 
CMA Awards Festival at the time. 

“I thought, I must be putting my hat 
in the ring for selection,” she said. “But 
they said, no, we are just asking you to 
do it. I was floored. It was literally my 
dream come true.”  

That began what she described as “a 
wonderful collaboration.” They had to 

consider which animals, what the vibe 
was, what they wanted to communi-
cate in these stamps, whether to have 
individual breeds or a larger stamp with 
a group shot.  

“We felt this was a better way to 
celebrate different traits,” Bryant said. 
“Using the standpoint of retaining 
those lines, the genetics, shows that the 
breeds are really important.” 

LIVESTOCK CONSERVANCY 
GETS INVOLVED 

CSAC contacted The Livestock 
Conservancy to advise them about 
which breeds to feature on the stamps. 
Technical Advisor Phil Sponenberg 
recommended North American breeds 
from the Conservancy’s Conservation 

Priority List. They settled on the four 
poultry breeds and the American mam-
moth Jackstock donkey, San Clemente 
Island goat, Mulefoot hog, American 
Cream draft horse, Blackbelly sheep, 
and Milking Devon cow. 

Ms. Jess, who also raises Irish 
Dexter cows, Gloucestershire Old 
Spot hogs, Muscovy ducks, and keeps 
Buff Orpingtons, Wyandottes, and one 
Buckeye, didn’t expect her breeds to 
be chosen. Her interest was in getting 
recognition for the breeds and their 
breeders.  

“It’s about all the breeds,” she said. 
“I knew my breed wouldn’t be chosen, 
but I thought it was important to direct 
attention to the issue. Once the genetics 
are gone, you don’t get it back. That’s 
what’s important. You cannot re-create 
the original.” 

Other categories — Old World and 
New World breeds, African breeds, 
landraces, popular breeds, all chicken, 
goat, or horse breeds, mules — could 
be the subject of future stamps.   

“Most people don’t know that there 
are breeds of chickens,” said Bryant. 
“These stamps invite people out of their 
rut.” 

“The main focus was to make people 
aware of all kinds of heritage breeds,” 
said Ms. Jess. 

TAKING THEIR PICTURES 
Once the decision was made as to 

which breeds to include, photographer 
Eliazarov had to locate the animals and 
take their pictures. The techniques she 
perfected over the years included set-
ting up a temporary studio in the barn, 
stall, or garage, where she can control 
the light and isolate the animal against 
the backdrop.  

She allows the animals time to get 
comfortable, gives them treats so that 
she can capture each one’s inner Cindy 
Crawford. They surprise their keepers 
when they rise to the occasion.   

“Every farmer is speechless,” she 
said. “They will say, ‘She’s usually 
really shy.’ Some seem to say, ‘Make 
me famous.’ They work it.” Ph
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She has created a set of postcards 
from the photos for those who want 
more. They are available on her  
website. alizaeliazarov.com

“I’ve been doing it for a long time,” 
she said. “It’s my happy place. There’s 
nothing I love more than photographing 
them. Small farmers are the best people 
in the world. It’s such a gift to travel to 
their farms, their generosity in sharing 
their farms, taking a day to share their 
animals with me. It’s a total honor and 
gift. I made so many friends. I love 
every single one of the animals and 
farmers.” 

“She’s almost like a wildlife  
photographer, waiting for the animal 
to be ready,” Bryant said. “She catches 
just the right moment so that the  
individual personality comes through.” 

BUY STAMPS AT THE POST 
OFFICE AND ONLINE 

The popularity of the stamps will 
influence whether CSAC develops 
future collections. This is a product like 
others.  

“American consumers need to buy 
them,” said Bryant.  

It took more than six years, but  

Ms. Jess is glad she suggested heritage 
breeds. 

"I want people to know these stamps 
honor all the breeders that do preser-
vation of heritage breeds,” she said. “I 
know the work and cost that goes into 
trying to save a breed from extinction. 
It’s important work for the world’s 
food. This pandemic shows what one 
disease/virus can do.” My main focus 
was to make people aware of all kinds 
of heritage breeds.”  

New  
coop 
lights!

CHRISTINE HEINRICHS writes 
from her home on California’s Central 
Coast. She keeps a backyard flock of a 
dozen hens: eight large fowl of various 
breeds and four Bantams.  

Her book, How to Raise Chickens, was 
first published in 2007, just as the local 
food movement was starting to focus 
attention on the industrial food system. 
Backyard chickens became the mascot 
of local food. The third edition of 
How to Raise Chickens was published 
in January 2019. The Backyard Field 
Guide to Chickens was published in 
2016. Look for them in Tractor Supply 
stores and online. 

She has a B.S. in journalism from the 
University of Oregon and belongs to 
several professional journalism and 
poultry organizations.

Aliza Eliazarov's postcard series.
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poultry health

EACH SPRING, THERE IS A FLURRY of activity 
in the barnyard as chicks orders are placed, coops 
cleaned, and plans laid for the new batch of chicks. 

This can be a lesson in anxiety for new chick owners as 
breeds are researched, and targeted ads begin to hit you with 
a flurry of coop, feed, nutrition, and care suggestions.  

Was it always this complicated? 
In 1889 the United States Department of Agriculture 

(USDA) began a series of pamphlets — sent to any house-
hold in the U.S. upon request — 
called the Farmer’s Bulletin. These 
little booklets covered a variety 
of topics, from sorting apples to 
mixing pesticides by hand. And, 
of course, there were directions on 
raising the household chicken. 

During the World Wars, raising 
chickens was not looked at as just 
a hobby but an act of patriotism. 
Being able to feed your family 
from your backyard meant less 
pressure on a system already 
strained by food shortages and 
rationing. Therefore, the 1920s and 
’30s saw a release of pamphlets 
with titles like Brood Coops and 
Appliances (1921), Feeding Hens 
for Egg Production (1924),  
Diseases of Poultry (1925), Poultry 
Houses and Fixtures (1928), and 
Livestock for Small Farms (1936). 

As is the case today, choosing a breed was the first step 
toward raising chickens. However, rather than docile natures, 
crazy haircuts, or interesting egg colors, the primary  
concerns were productivity and cost. While many today  

consider broody hens a nuisance, their economic advantage 
over an incubator’s price made them popular. Hatching eggs 
and a broody hen were considered the most economical 
means of producing a flock from scratch. Also, broody hens 
would mean future generations of chickens, which was con-
sidered a valuable investment.  

Day-old chicks were considered a luxury because one 
had to spend the money and time on brooding equipment 
and care, while a broody hen would do these things for free. 

Since the science of “sexing” 
chicks was just in its infancy, 
about 50% of purchased chicks 
would be male — good only for 
eating. Aside from this, the loss 
from disease, predators, and other 
issues was considered an expected 
side effect of raising chickens. The 
USDA warned that one should 
expect to hatch or buy at least 
three dozen chicks to keep a small 
family in eggs.  

Brooding chicks without using 
a broody hen also meant the use 
of dangerous equipment, such as 
the “brooder stove,” which was 
just a miniature wood stove. This 
needed to be consistently fed and 
maintained to keep chicks at a 
steady temperature. In addition to 
the danger of fire or inconsistent 
temperatures, improper ventilation 

could result in the loss of an entire batch of chicks that could 
not be easily replaced.  

When choosing breeds, options were far more limited, 
though specialized breeds for eggs or meat were available. 

Now good old farmer 
Haystack is the cleverest  

of men. 
He cuts a rasher off a pig and 

then shouts to a hen. 
Chick, chick, chick, chick, 
chicken, lay a little egg  

for me. 

Earl Oliver's Jazz Babies — 1926 

Lay a  
Little Egg  
for Me
BY SHERRI TALBOT
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Leghorns and Anconas were suggested 
in “Livestock for Small Farms” as egg 
layers, not only because of their pro-
duction but also their ability to forage 
for food, making them more econom-
ical. Meat birds such as Brahmas and 
Jersey Giants are mentioned but dis-
missed as inferior to a “general breed” 
bird (now called dual-purpose) like the 
Rhode Island Red or Orpington. These 
general breed birds were favored for 
producing large numbers of eggs while 
still producing roosters big enough for 
dressing out.  

Similar to the modern days, disease 
was a concern when raising chicks. 
Of all the USDA pamphlets found on 
raising chickens, these were by far 
the most extensive and in-depth. As 
most backyard chicken farmers were 
forced to be self-sufficient, much of the 
emphasis was on preventing disease 
rather than curing it, and culling was 
heavily used if there was an outbreak in 
a coop. In fact, an incinerator for dead 
birds was an important part of farm life. 
Sick birds would never be buried where 
other animals might dig them up or put 
in compost where they might likewise 
attract predators 

As an interesting side note, a 
common concern in poultry was gout. 
Because of the emphasis on econom-
ics and avoiding waste, chickens were 
primarily fed on food scraps and for-
age. Grain was a supplement on many 
farms, rather than a staple, and meat 
was considered essential for good egg 
production. Sometimes a diet high in 
meat or fat scraps would result in the 
birds developing gout. If it developed in 
the feet, a reduction in meat and more 
greens was the only suggested cure. If 
it developed in the organs, the bird was 
culled. 

Like so many parts of chicken raising 
during this period, housing was based 
on affordability. Unlike today's chick-
ens, who have the luxury of insulat-
ed coops, heaters, and custom-built 
designs that can cost hundreds or even 
thousands of dollars, the chickens of 
yesteryear were relegated to whatev-

er could be built on a budget. Today, 
buying on a budget can mean a flimsy 
coop purchased from a “big box” store 
that fails in its first winter. Instead, 
chickens were given sturdy structures 
that could be made from repurposed 
sheds, shelters cobbled together out of 
wood scraps, or even a small, specially 
constructed, movable house with a dirt 
floor and simple design. Patterns were 
included in the USDA’s pamphlets, and 
the assumption was made in each case 
that the soon-to-be chicken owners had 
some rudimentary carpentry skill at 
their disposal.  

Like many other household tasks in 
the ’20s and ’30s — such as sewing, 
knitting, or woodworking — raising 
chickens was a necessary chore, not a 
hobby. Chicken-raising wasn’t some-
thing that was simply given up if it 
turned out to not be fun or given away 
if the rooster turned out to be a little 

too frisky. However, hobby raising 
does have one major benefit over our 
ancestors’ chicken-raising. Modern-day 
chicken raising allows for greater free-
dom of emotional attachment. Children 
can make pets of them and name them. 
Chickens can be shown off as things of 
beauty rather than a future dinner.  

Rather than the necessity of feeding 
our families, chickens have become a 
part of our families.  

SHERRI TALBOT is the co-owner 
and operator of Saffron and Honey 
Homestead in Windsor, Maine. She 
raises endangered, heritage breed 
livestock and hopes someday to make 
education and writing on conservation 
breeding her full time job. 

Details can be found at 
SaffronandHoneyHomestead.com 
or on Facebook at facebook.com/
SaffronandHoneyHomestead.
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HAVE YOU EVER EXPERIENCED one of life’s 
unexpected happenings? These can be great, or 
they can bring disaster. One could only regard what 

occurred on July 30th as a disaster for my husband and me.
I heard the tractor returning from the field on that hot sum-

mer afternoon. Kenny had been plowing a wheat field west of 
the house. I was anxious to see him home, for the sky did not 
look “just right.”

That afternoon had been a typical July day, hot and 
somewhat steamy, but now clouds were gathering, and there 
seemed to be a sickly yellow haze covering the sky. The hens, 
unlike on other summer afternoons, were not out scratching 
for bugs. They had gathered beneath bushes looking wilted 
and somewhat uncomfortable. There was not a breath of air.

I waited until Kenny drove the tractor across the barnyard 
and parked it in the machine shed. After he turned off the 
machine, I inquired, “Well, what’s it going to do, Mr.  
Weatherman?” 

My husband, a weather watcher who was often correct 
in his predictions, answered immediately, “We’ll get a little 
wind and some rain.”

I looked at the clouds now churning in the sky. For the first 
time that day, I felt unease. We had just started for the house 
when the first rain fell. Then, hail came down in clumps, 
striking my head and shoulders.

My first thought was for my chickens, so I looked toward 
the hen house. The hens were rushing toward the open door. 
That was good. Then, I searched for my younger chickens. 
To my dismay, some of them were gazing around, evidently 
uncertain as to what to do. As I ran toward the brooder house 
yelling and waving my arms, the hail increased in frequency 
and volume. 

Kenny, now dashing for the house, yelled, “Dorothy, come 
to the house. You‘ll get hurt!”

My only thought was, “I must not break my glasses.” I 
yelled and waved my hands. The chickens rushed toward the 
brooder house seeking safety from a seemingly “mad” crea-
ture. Finally, they were all inside. I slammed the door shut.

By now, the hail was increasing in numbers and size. Feel-
ing a sense of urgency, I “made tracks” for the house while 
hail pelted me and water blinded my eyes. But above all, my 
chickens were safe! 

Inside, as Kenny was on his way to our bedroom to change 
out of his wet clothes, he noticed a stream of water running 
across the spare bedroom’s floor. That floor was a lovely 

varnished one that we had recently refinished. Concerned that 
damage would result, he yelled, “Bring some towels in here!”

While trying to dry myself off, I raced to the bedroom with 
a pile of bath towels. We got down on our hands and knees 
and tried to stop the rainwater from coming in around the 
window. The wind was blowing so hard that it was driving 
the water through the cracks around the frame.

As we were busy mopping up water, I felt the whole house 
shudder. I exclaimed, “Oh, Kenny!” Even then, we did not 
realize we were in a tornado and did not seek shelter in the 
cave outside the kitchen door. We were young and had never 
experienced anything like this storm.

The wind roared around the corners of the house. Five 
inches of rain fell within a short time. It was as if all of the 
elements were angry with us.

Finally, the wind died down. Rain continued to fall for 
a short time, then it quit. I walked to the east door, which 
had a window in it. I gazed … wait, oh, no! My well-built 
white-painted henhouse, bolted to a cement foundation, was 
gone. Drenched hens hovered on the roosts. The box nests 
were in place, but the building was gone. I didn't think I 
would ever breathe again!

I screamed for Kenny.
He came running. “What?” He looked outside. “Oh, no, no,  

no!” He ran outside across the wet sidewalk studded with 
melting hail. Heart hammering, I followed him. Pieces of 
lumber, many with nails, littered the ground. I ran to the 
chickens. One hen was traumatized. Soaked, she lay on 
the ground. I picked her up. I took her to my kitchen and 
wrapped her in a dry towel. I put her in a box near the heater. 

Kenny was surveying the damage when I returned outside. 
Part of the cattle shed was gone, part of the machine shed 
was gone, and the garage and corn crib showed damage. One 
corner of our house’s foundation was knocked out. Boards 
and pieces of boards were scattered north across our fields.

The corn was stripped. No leaves remained on the stocks. 
Later in the week, we smelled a silage smell. Those stalks of 
corn did not produce ears that year. Our prospects for a good 
yield were crushed in those few moments during that storm.

Our neighbors down the road, Wilber and his oldest son, 
came walking up the road. They comforted us and vowed 
to help in the clean-up. Kenny did most of the clean-up  
work, which was time-consuming. For this work, he received 
30 cents an hour.

OUR HENHOUSE WAS  
“GONE WITH THE WIND”

BY DOROTHY RIEKE
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• Gamebirds • Bantams  
• Equipment • Books
Call 717-365-3694

www.hoffmanhatchery.com
PO Box 129BP
Gratz, PA 17030

FREE 
CATALOG!!

www.Myerspoultry.com

Meat Birds Layers Turkeys
Ducks & 
Goslings

Guineas &
Gamebirds

(814) 539-7026

966 Ragers Hill Road South Fork, PA 15956

I ran to the house to call my parents. 
As usual, our bachelor neighbor was 
talking with his sister. Since we were on 
a party-line, I asked for the line explain-
ing what has occurred. They immedi-
ately hung up. I called my folks and 
Kenny’s folks. Both families arrived to 
assure us that this would also pass.

On that eventful day, I did not forget 
to gather the eggs. I carried the fully 
recovered hen out to the open hen house 
area and placed her on a roost. I, then, 
gathered the eggs. To my amazement, 
the eggs were whole, but each one had 
dozens of cracks. We ate those eggs; 
they were fine inside the cracked shells.

The next few days, dozens of cars 
slowly passed our farm. They were 
looking at the damage. Nobody stopped 
to help. I don’t believe any other nearby 
farms had damage.

After a time passed, Kenny and I felt 
a great sense of thankfulness. Soon, our 
henhouse was replaced. Yes, the storm 
caused Kenny many hours of work, but 
we were safe.

Chickens were essential to our 
livelihood on the farm. We ate eggs and 
chickens, and I sold chickens. I had an 
egg and chicken route in town, where I 
delivered eggs each week and sold live 
or dressed frying chickens. Eggs often 
bought most of our weekly groceries. 
Once, a 30-dozen case of eggs pur-
chased a beautiful crystal necklace and 
earring set for me. However, seldom did 
I indulge myself in that way.

Life is sometimes hard. Those days, 
weeks, months, and years after that 
terrible storm reflected our fears of 
storms. We watched the sky and took 
shelter, if necessary. Somehow, we were 
able to find closure. However, I always 
harbored a fear that another tornado 
would appear one day. Five years later, 
we moved to another larger-acreage 
farm where we hoped we were not in 
the paths of any more tornadoes.  

DOROTHY RIEKE, living in southeast 
Nebraska, is married to Kenneth and 
has one daughter. She has lived on 
farms all her life and has raised both 
chickens and turkeys.
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WHEN DRAKE CLIFTON 
of Cleburne, Texas, lost his 
job early in 2020 due to 

COVID-19 shutdowns, it was a mixed 
blessing at best. 

“I was stuck in an office going 
nowhere working a dead-end job for a 
company I didn’t care for, drafting 3-D 
blueprints of commercial plumbing 
systems,” he says. “I had been there for 
years, and each day I grew more unsat-
isfied and depressed.” 

But of course, unemployment is 
terrifying. “I had no idea how I was 
going to pay my bills,” he remembers. 
“In between looking for work, I used 
my free time to build my chickens a 
more secure coop. I got tired of making 
repairs to my flimsy store-bought coop 
and figured I could make one better. It 
kept my mind occupied, and I just had 
fun with it.” 

Then came some life-changing mag-
ic. Clifton posted a photo of his coop on 
social media to see what others thought 
of his work. He was blown away by the 
comments — and the surge of requests 
for custom coops. Suddenly he had 
more work than he could handle. “I felt 
like I could finally breathe again,” he 
says. 

What started as a hobby during his 
unemployment blossomed into a full-

time business. And not just any busi-
ness; it’s creative work he loves to do. 

Interest in backyard chickens has 
exploded during the coronavirus shut-
downs for many reasons, ranging from 
boredom to distraction to entertainment 
to homeschool science projects to de-
siring organic eggs. Many suburbanites 
learned, to their delight, that backyard 
hens (though seldom roosters) are per-
mitted, opening a whole new avenue for 
family activities. 

This meant a steep learning curve for 

many novice chicken enthusiasts. Social 
media sources ramped up to meet this 
interest, and online “chicken school” 
classes blossomed to teach poultry care 
and feeding basics. The overwhelming 
consensus among the backyard chicken 
buffs is a genuine interest in treating 
the birds properly and caring for them 
long-term. This means keeping them 
safe from nighttime predators, protect-
ed from the weather, and comfortable 
places for laying. 

It also means every family indulging 

COVID 
COOPS:  

Making  
Lemonade  

out of Lemons
BY PATRICE LEWIS
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in this new pastime has one common 
need: a safe and comfortable place to 
house their birds. It’s a bonus when the 
coop is stylish and affordable as well. 
This is the niche into which Clifton fell, 
landing on his feet. 

Having experienced shoddy workman-
ship in pre-made coops, Clifton’s focus 
is making structures that last — “Sus-
tainability and longevity,” as he terms 
it. “I build each of my coops by hand 
and construct them like a house, using 
good solid materials and with reinforced 
frames. I feel a creative responsibility 
and appreciation for my clients and want 
to make sure they're satisfied with my 
standards and work quality. Style and 
customization are very important. I will 
build whatever my customers want or 
need, from the basic design to features 
such as LED lighting, automatic feeders, 
wheels, solar-powered doors, etc.” 

Clifton learns something new with 
each project. “The first questions I usu-
ally ask are, ‘How many chickens you 
have?’ and ‘What size coop would you 
like?’ My coops range in size from small 
and transportable to bigger on-site ones. 
I work with my clients to customize and 
design the perfect coop that fits their 
needs. I also keep in touch with them and 
ask for feedback periodically on how the 
coop is holding up and see if they have 
any critiques or recommendations. I try 
to go above and beyond on each project.” 

Clifton grew up in a hard-working 
family and learned his construction skills 
from his uncle and grandfather.  He 
started working construction part-time in 
his early teens and picked up additional 
skills over the years. “I have always had 
a keen eye for design, and I’m fascinated 
with architecture and building,” he says. 
“I read and research things I don’t know 
how to do. YouTube is a great way to 
learn. In fact, I just started a YouTube 
page with DIY and ‘how-to’ videos to 
teach some building projects.” 

Clifton’s enthusiasm comes through 
in everything he does. “I have a genuine 
love for this work, and I think other peo-
ple would too. I build other stuff besides 
coops. I also build greenhouses, sheds, 

“Thank you to Brook, Ty, Rose, Mom, Nana, Aaron, Jessie, Gigi, Burl, and all 
my clients and customers that have supported us so far.” 

Clifton Visions 
Cliftonvisions.com  |  Email: Cliftonvisions@gmail.com

Facebook: Facebook.com/Clifton.visions 
YouTube: Search — "Clifton Visions"
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dog houses, tiny houses, porches, 
garden boxes, and much more. I’m 
located in Texas, but I travel all over 
the states for my builds.” 

Clifton’s new business is not just 
helping him financially, it’s help-
ing him mentally. “It’s completely 
changed my outlook on life,” he says. 
“There are a lot of people out there 
struggling in the world right now, and 

I’m truly blessed and thankful to have 
an opportunity like this. I will contin-
ue to expand my business and pursue 
my dream. I’m extremely fortunate to 
have a way to express myself creative-
ly, doing something that I love.” 

More importantly, Clifton’s attitude 
and abilities demonstrate how to make 
lemonade out of lemons during a time 
of economic upheaval.  

PATRICE LEWIS is a wife, mother, 
homesteader, homeschooler, 
author, and speaker with almost 
30 years of experience in 
preparedness. Her skills include 
animal husbandry, small-scale dairy 
production, food preservation, 
and financial sustainability. Follow 
her at patricelewis.com and rural-
revolution.com.

330-600-5722
www.porta-coop.com

FEATURES
~ Stainless Steel Hardware = No Rusted Bolts
~ TALL DOORS = No More Head Bumping
~ Flat Free Wheels = No Flats Ever
~ Easy Assembly
~ UV Resistant Heavy Duty BLOCKOUT Tarp

CALL NOW TO FIND A DEALER CLOSE TO
YOU!

Manufactured and sold by Pine View Sales L.L.C. A small family owned business in Ohio.



56     JUNE/JULY 2021  |  BACKYARD POULTRY

AS FARMERS and homestead-
ers, we know that no matter 
how much we love our chick-

ens, the bottom line is they are a food 
source. They lay wonderfully nutritious 
eggs, and if we are raising them for 
meat purposes, they will feed our family 
for a couple of days. 

If our hatch goes well, we have  
another batch of pullets to continue  
raising eggs, but if we get a lot of  
roosters, we have to decide what to do 
with them. Some get re-homed, but 
many are kept until large enough to  
supply us with a protein-rich meal. 
Such is the life of a rooster. 

250 million. That is the number of 
male chicks killed each year by the 
poultry industry in the U.S. alone. In 
people equivalent, that is roughly two-
thirds of the U.S. population killed in 
one year. It also amounts to a waste of 
around $440 million per year to the egg 
industry. 

If you don't get worked up over how 
these male day-old chicks are killed — 
macerated, gassed, or buried alive, you 
may get upset over the enormous waste 

of potential food source. 
The general public is mostly unaware 

of this side of the industry, although 
it has become a significant issue with 
animal rights groups worldwide. Even 
the egg industry itself wants to change 
— the current situation is costly and 
unthrifty. 

Our ancestors would be horrified 
to see how wasteful we have become. 
Once upon a time, farmers would have 
raised these birds along with the hens, 
perhaps caponized to make fat and tasty 
dinner, or just culled when large enough 
to make it worthwhile. Caponizing has 
slowly died away since the 1970s, leav-
ing no more than a handful of qualified 
people to caponize birds. These folks 
were highly skilled and could process 
around 300 birds per hour! Capons 
grew to a much larger size, and because 
people had removed the male hormones, 
they made great broody “hens.” Unfor-
tunately, the skill is unlikely to make a 
comeback in the poultry industry — it 
would cut into the profit margin, which 
is always the bottom line. 

So, is there some hope on the horizon 

for male chicks? In short, yes. Six  
separate groups have been working on 
how to sex an egg long before it  
hatches, which would drastically cut 
down the number of chicks that are 
killed and wasted each year. 

In 2017 in Germany, Seleggt  
was founded. It is a joint venture  
between Rewe supermarkets, the Dutch 
Hatchtech technology innovators, 
and Leipzig University researchers. 
The eggs have been sold in European 
supermarkets for over one year now. 
Researchers first test for fertility using a 
spectroscopic analysis of fluid obtained 
via a non-invasive procedure performed 
on the egg around days eight to 10. If 
fertile, eggs are then tested for sex. The 
analysis looks for specific hormonal 
signatures; female eggs hatch while the 
male eggs become high-quality animal 
feed. The success rate of the testing is 
around 97%. This shows great promise, 
and researchers work to increase the 
speed at which the eggs are processed 
and improve the success rate. 

In the Netherlands, a company called 
In Ovo expects to launch a similar 
testing procedure within the year. When 
contacted, they declined to add any 
further information. 

Israel has a program called EggXYt, 
which can be performed on the egg at 
day one with 100% accuracy. The com-
pany is very secretive about the process, 
but it is known that gene editing is 
involved using the CRISPR technology. 

 Scientists in Australia at the Com-
monwealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organization (CSIRO) are 
doing a similar thing using CRISPR 
technology. They splice genes from a 
sea anemone to the male-only chro-
mosomes in the chicken genome. This 
causes male eggs to be bioluminescent 
under laser light. 

In the U.S., a company called  
Ovabrite, in conjunction with an Israeli 
company called Novatrans, has come up 
with the TeraEgg. This process analyzes 
the gases escaping from the egg's pores 
by spectroscopy and can determine the 
sex of the egg. 

poultry 101

Hope for 
MALE CHICKS

BY SUE NORRIS
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Lastly, Canada has Hypereye. This 
process uses hyper-spectroscopy in 
combination with some complicated 
mathematical equations on day one 
to sex the eggs. The success rate is 
between 95-99%, and they can process 
50,000 eggs per minute. 

 The hope is that the male eggs  
destined for destruction can used as 
table eggs, for vaccine production, or 
for several other applications where 
egg proteins are used. 

So it seems that advanced technology 
will reduce the cost and waste associ-
ated with male embryos and eventually 
stamp out the practice of mass cullings. 
Of course, this will rewrite many ways 
in which the egg industry functions. 

 How will this affect you? If you like 
to raise your own birds like me, we will 
be raising roosters for the foreseeable 
future. This technology is not likely to 
be widely employed for some time, but 
eventually, it may be feasible to buy 
only female chicks at the farm store or 
special order males. 

If you buy your eggs from a super-
market, these “cruelty-free” eggs will 
likely be more expensive than a regular 
egg. In Europe, they say the eggs will 
cost one to three euro cents more than 
regular eggs, in Canada possibly five 
Canadian cents. It remains to be seen 
what the eventual cost to consumers 
will be in the U.S. — if the U.S. moves 
forward with the technology. 

Concerning the Israeli and Australian 
research, perhaps the biggest question 
of all will be: Are you prepared to ac-
cept gene-edited chickens and eggs in 
return for sparing the lives of over six 
billion male chickens each year?   

GQF MANUFACTURING CO.
PO BOX 1552   

SAVANNAH, GA   31402  USA 

visit GQFmfg.com

Incubators, Brooders, Cages & Supplies

Quality, Utility, and Performance at a Reasonable Price

SUE NORRIS was born and raised 
in the UK. She traveled around 
the world as a registered nurse 
and settled in New York state 
with her partner about 25 years 
ago. She currently lives on 15 
rural acres with 40-ish chickens, 
four rabbits, two dogs, and three 
cats, and assorted wildlife. Sue is 
happily retired and enjoying the 
serenity.
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FULL OR PART-TIME PASTURING is an attractive 
option for the backyard flock owner. There’s some-
thing very quaint about looking out the window at a 

beautiful spread of birds making their way through the grass. 
Likewise, incorporating a natural diet and ecological cycle is 
packed full of benefits. 

Before making the leap, flock keepers of all sizes should 
consider their circumstances and resources to ensure this is a 
good fit. 

The main discussions about  
pastured birds fall into roughly two 
broad categories. These are the 
welfare of the animals and environ-
mental impact. Both have drawbacks 
and benefits.  

Successful pasturing ultimately  
depends on your birds and what  
resources you have to manage them.  

THE ENVIRONMENT 
Chickens, turkeys, and waterfowl 

can all co-exist with nature quite 
well. They can even improve your 
backyard, garden, or pasture for other animals, and your 
family. But as domesticated species, they require a degree of 
hands-on care and handling. 

PARASITES 
Any bird exposed to the outside environment will carry 

some worm load. The threshold for when the load impacts 
quality of life and productivity varies by individual.  

Parasites in the environment depend on the region, climate, 

and seasonality. Birds tend to acquire them by eating host 
insects, manure, or grasses where larvae reside. How severe 
infestation is can change on a yearly or seasonal basis. 

Clinical signs of a heavy parasite burden include poor 
growth, weight loss, decreased egg production, and sickly 
appearance. 

Some of the most common worm species impacting 
poultry are roundworms, tapeworms, hairworms, and cecal 

worms. The only way to pinpoint 
which you’re dealing with is through 
a fecal analysis. After examining a 
sample, your vet can advise the best 
ways to treat and prevent further 
infection.  

“Blanket deworming,” or treating 
all your birds with the same product 
on a seasonal or yearly basis, is not 
recommended without prior testing 
and recommendation. Repeated mass 
or inadequate dosage of the same 
product can lead to parasitic  
resistance.  

Rotating animals to different  
sections and not overcrowding can go a long way to reduce 
the risk of excessive infestation. 

IMPROVE YOUR LAND 
Poultry manure is known for being extremely nitrogen- 

rich. This can drastically improve grass and pastures used for 
other animals.  

If you have other animals like sheep, goats, cattle, or 
horses, you can use your birds and other livestock to reduce 

CONSIDERATIONS FOR  

Pasturing a Flock

Pasturing a flock has 
benefits but you should 

also know what goes into it 
before committing.

BY JACLYN KRYMOWSKI
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worms. Because worms are species- 
specific, chickens can eat worms for 
other animals and be unaffected — this 
goes vice versa. Pastured flocks are 
also known to reduce overall insect 
populations, including garden pests and 
harmful ticks.  

Additionally, chickens especially love 
to scratch and uproot weeds and dense 
forages. Plants that are overgrown and 
unpalatable to other animals are no 
match for a pastured flock. 

ELEMENTS 
One of the biggest challenges to out-

side birds is the unforgiving elements. 
Some breeds, particularly heritage 
types, are more tolerant of differenti-
ating environmental conditions. For 
example, commercial Cornish Cross 
broilers and Broad Breasted White 
turkeys become extremely heat intoler-
ant at a certain weight. Certain breeds 
are also not as good at foraging and 
searching for food as others. 

Housing needs depend on your 

climate. If you want to pasture in a hot, 
humid, or dry area, shade and shelter 
will need to be provided at all times. 
After the growing season, when insects 
go dormant or die off, you will also 
need a housing and feeding plan. 

There are lots of housing setups to 
accommodate pastured birds and can 
be either permanent or mobile. Many 
large-scale pasture setups favor the 
mobile option (usually capable of being 
pulled behind a truck, tractor, or ATV), 
as this makes it extremely easy to rotate 
your flock as needed. But if your flock 
is smaller and you'll be keeping them 
nearby, a permanent shelter may be 
preferable.  

Many types of poultry housing can be 
homemade and done quite inexpensive-
ly. The internet is a phenomenal place 
to look for ideas and full instructions. 

THE BIRDS 
Besides creating a flock-friendly en-

vironment, there are some other special 
interests to be aware of. Your property 

may be suitable for a pastured setting, 
but you need to consider the logistics to 
care for and maintain your birds daily. 

NUTRITION 
Avians are not unlike other farmed 

species such as ruminants or equines. 
While they will happily make grass  
part of their diet when given the  
opportunity, they cannot nutritionally 
utilize it in the way cows or horses can. 

Instead, pastured birds are looking for 
insects and seeds. Depending on your 
region and how favorable the conditions 
are, you can get away with offering less 
feed or just supplementing.  

What's most important are the dietary 
guidelines — for example, laying hens 
need at least 16% crude protein and 
ample calcium. Market varieties need 
anywhere from 18% to 28% crude  
protein, depending on age and species.  

These can be hard to pinpoint, so it is 
a good idea to provide a commercial  
feed. Outside birds will consume 
significantly less than if they were 
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indoors. However, if you are in doubt 
about what you’re providing, seek out 
professional recommendations. 

 
PREDATORS 

The list of poultry predators is 
quite extensive. The majority of your 
concerns are nocturnal animals, but that 
doesn’t mean your flock is safe in the 
daylight hours either. Even neighboring 
dogs or cats can pose a threat. 

For these reasons, it's recommended 
to keep your animals behind an electric 
fence if possible. Many of these are 
portable and simple to install, meaning 
you can move your flock from location 
to location. There are other deterrents 
and home remedies, even guardian 
dogs are an option, but most favor the 
electric. 

If your housing is permanent or mo-
bile, it must be either made predator- 
proof or secured behind a reliable 
fence. 

MANAGEMENT 
Ultimately you need to find the best 

way to manage a pastured flock. This 
takes into account all the other aspects  
and puts them into one complete 
picture. 

Besides predator-proof fencing and 
housing, you need to be aware of other 
practicalities such as bringing daily 
food and water, monitoring for health, 
egg collection, and other factors that 
may be less convenient than an indoor 
housed flock. 

There is no one “best” way to  
pasture-raise birds. Everyone’s setup  
is a little different. If you are mindful 
of the basic logistics, you can  
confidently create your own best  
management style.   

SOURCES 
rodaleinstitute.org/blog/how-to-establish-a-small-scale-pastured-poultry- 
operation/ 

extension.oregonstate.edu/animals-livestock/poultry-rabbits/feeding- 
pastured-poultry 

sare.org/wp-content/uploads/Pastured-Poultry-Nutrition-and-Forages.pdf 
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HOW TO FEED 
CHICKENS 

Corn and 
Scratch 
Grains

BY ANN ACCETTA-SCOTT

WHEN I FIRST STARTED 
keeping chickens, I felt that 
feeding scratch grains was 

necessary. I don't remember where I 
heard this, but I fed scratch grains with 
corn daily.  

A short year later, I learned the truth. 
The fact is, your chickens will survive 
without it. If you must offer it, provide 
a minimal amount. Scratch grains and 
corn are supplemental and should never 
replace a balanced diet. 

There is quite a stir among chicken 
keepers regarding whether chick-
ens should consume corn during the 
summer months. I think the answer is 
going to shock a few individuals, but 

that’s okay. How we feed our flock has 
evolved since our great-grandparents 
raised backyard poultry.  

WHAT TO FEED CHICKENS 
Much like humans, chickens need 

a balanced diet. Science tells us that 
laying hens need to consume between 
15% to 18% of protein daily to stay on 
top of egg production. 

Chickens that free range 100% of the 
time receive this protein by consuming 
an endless amount of greens, bugs, 
and table scraps throughout the day. In 
comparison, backyard chickens acquire 
their appropriate protein by consuming 
layer feed, kitchen scraps, and during 
supervised free-range time.   

Layer feed can be expensive, es-
pecially if an organic, no-soy feed is 
being offered. Some chicken keepers 
use scratch grains and corn as supple-
mental chicken feed to reduce layer 
feed costs. Offering scratch grains is 
not detrimental to a chicken’s overall 
health as long as the amount is regu-
lated, meaning no more than 10% of a 
chicken’s feed should consist of scratch 
grains and corn.  

OFFERING SCRATCH GRAINS 
Scratch grains to chickens is like 

dessert to humans. Poultry tend to 
consume scratch grains and corn before 
a high-quality layer pellet. You can 
purchase scratch grains with or without 
corn, and you can choose between a 
whole grain or cracked grain option. 
Both the scratch grains and corn (whole 
kernel or cracked) are available as 
organic and no-soy options.  

Offering scratch grains encourages 
chickens to scratch, hence, the term 
scratch grains. There are times when 
you need to encourage your flock to get 
up and scratch. For example, during the 
coldest winter months. Flock members 
tend huddle close together and not rush 
to leave the roost. Grains tossed onto 
the coop floor encourages poultry to 
get moving to generate body heat. Not 
to mention, offering scratch grains as a 
boredom buster reduces pecking issues 
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when the flock refuses to leave the coop 
due to heavy snow.  

FEEDING CHICKENS CORN 
Feeding chickens corn is somewhat 

of a controversial topic, especially when 
it is offered during the summer months. 
Let me assure you, offering corn during 
both winter and summer months is 
okay, and no harm will come to a flock 
that consumes corn throughout the year.  

Much like scratch grains, provide 
corn in moderation. Chickens that con-
sume too much corn can become obese. 
Obesity in chickens leads to health 
complications such as heart attack and a 
reduction in egg production.  

Rumor has it that corn, regardless 
of whether it is dried, fresh, or frozen, 
causes a chicken’s body temperature 
to rise and overheat during summer 
months.  

Rest assured, this is not true.  
Think about it like this: corn is a 

high-calorie food and, when consumed 
in large quantities, turns into fat. It’s fat 
that causes the body to overheat. This 
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applies to humans as well as chickens.  
Trust me, a few cobs of fresh corn 

throughout the week are not going to 
cause your chickens to overheat and die. 
You will become quite popular among 
the flock.   

During the winter months, especially 
in extremely cold climates, offering a 
small amount of corn nightly helps add 
fat to the body, hence keeping them 
warmer throughout the night. Again, 
only a small amount is needed. 

HOW TO FEED CORN AND 
SCRATCH GRAINS  
AS A TREAT ITEM 

The health and egg production of 
your flock depends on offering grains 
in moderation. In truth, it’s best to make 
your flock work for these items.  

Working for the Treat Toss a few 
handfuls onto land you’d like them 

to work. For example, under hanging 
rabbit cages, in an area that needs to be 
clear, or in the coop to turn the bedding.  

Frozen Treats Freezing grains and corn 
in ice is a great  
way to keep yourself and your chickens 
entertained. It’s  
humorous to watch a flock of chickens 
trying to break through ice to consume 
a snack. As humorous as it is,  
remember: chickens do not need to con-
sume ice water  in order to stay cool.  

Suet Cakes for Chickens A suet cake 
is a great treat item and often used to 
entertain bored chickens. This treat 
can be made for chickens of all ages. 
Suet cakes are made with corn, scratch 
grains, black oil sunflower seeds, 
unsalted nuts, and even dried fruit. The 
items are held together with natural 
fat such as lard, tallow, coconut oil, 
and even meat drippings (remember, 

chickens are omnivores). Once the fat 
hardens, the suet cakes can be hung or 
added to an empty feed bowl. This treat 
will keep them entertained for hours!  

In keeping with the rule, everything 
in moderation, your chicken flock will 
appreciate the scratch grains and corn 
treats you provide.  

ANN ACCETTA-SCOTT 
homesteads on two acres 
in Washington State, raising 
poultry, goats, and rabbits. She is 
also the face behind the website 
A Farm Girl in the Making and 
author of The Farm Girl’s Guide 
to Preserving the Harvest.
afarmgirlinthemaking.com 
Instagram: instagram.com/
afarmgirlinthemaking/ 
YouTube: youtube.com/
afarmgirlinthemaking/ 
Facebook: facebook.com/
afarmgirlinthemaking/
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WEIRD THINGS FOUND IN EGGS are generally 
uncommon, but it does happen. Hens lay weird 
eggs from time to time, but most of those odd-

ities are external, like malformed and mended eggshells. I 
previously covered a bunch of those external abnormalities, 
as well as an entire article on how to tell if eggs are bad. 
However, I'll be switching gears in this article and talking 
about the bizarre stuff you might find inside an egg. 

WEIRD THINGS FOUND IN CHICKEN EGGS 
If you’ve had backyard chickens for a while, you’re bound 

to encounter an egg anomaly or two. Most are benign, some 
are odd, and some of them may ruin your appetite. 

LESS THAN WEIRD 
Not all the weird things found in eggs are rare, and some 

are quite common. As small flock owners, we may not see 
these every day, but you’re bound to see these things daily 
when you have a million-bird layer operation. 

SOMETHING’S MISSING 
Some anomalies are less about weird things in the egg, 

but instead, strange things are missing. When young pullets 
start laying eggs, you may find a “fart” egg or two. A “fart,” 
“wind,” or “dwarf” egg is just a shell and some albumin, 
sans the yolk. Pullets sometimes produce one of these eggs 
when their immature reproductive tract is just beginning to 
function. Don’t be alarmed; they’ll get the hang of laying a 
real egg soon. 

BLOOD SPOTS 
Blood spots in eggs are quite common and likely the most 

common internal anomaly seen inside eggs. As egg yolks 

form in the ovary, the yolk’s sack (known as the follicle) 
creates a separation line. The follicle itself has an ample 
blood supply, and sometimes this line of separation (known 
as the stigma) crosses a vein. When the follicle breaks at the 
stigma, blood can be deposited on the yolk as it descends to 
the infundibulum. That blotch of blood will stay on the yolk 
through the oviduct and become encased in the shell. Large 
blood spots are less than appetizing, but the eggs are still safe 
to eat. 

MEAT SPOTS 
Common enough is the introduction of meat spots in eggs. 

Sometimes tissue from the follicle or other parts of the ovi-
duct tears as the hen ovulates. This tearing creates pieces of 
tissue that follow the yolk along its journey. You’ve probably 
seen these and not known what they were. They’re usually 
found in the albumin (egg white) and look like small brown 
specks. Again, large meat spots aren’t appetizing, but cooked 
eggs with meat spots are perfectly fine to eat. 

PARASITES 
Now we’re getting into the really weird things found in 

eggs. When a hen has an exceptionally high parasite load 
from an intestinal parasite, adult worms can make their way 
from the cloaca (the last stop of the digestive tract) back 
into the oviduct. These parasites join the yolk on its journey 
through the oviduct and become encased in the egg. The 
most common offenders found inside eggs are intestinal 
nematodes, followed by cecal worms, oviduct flukes, and 
tapeworms. If you find eggs from your flock with parasites 
inside, you can rest assured you have a very high parasite 
load in your flock, and it’s time to deworm your chickens! 

Weird 
Things 

Found in 
Eggs  

… and How  
They Happen

BY JEREMY CHARTIER
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A FOREIGN EXPERIENCE 
Sometimes strange things happen, and 

you can have exceptionally weird things 
found in eggs. When a hen lays an egg, 
her vent is exposed to the environment. 
Sometimes things in that environment 
can attach to the moist tissue, and these 
foreign objects, such as small pebbles, 
feathers, and other debris in the nest, can 
make their way back up the oviduct. An-
tiperistaltic contractions of the oviduct 
draw up these foreign objects. These 
objects can travel up far enough for the 
hen’s reproductive tract to encase it in a 
shell to expel it from the body. 

 This phenomenon has been docu-
mented as early as the 1600s when a 
metal pin was reportedly found in a 
domestic chicken egg; however, this is 
a rare situation. If you see this rare phe-
nomenon, your nests are likely in need 
of a cleanout, or your birds are laying in 
odd locations. 

A REAL ODD BALL 
In 1997, David S. Lee, a seabird 

biologist and the curator of birds at the 
North Carolina State Museum of Natural 
Sciences, was brought a Canadian goose 
egg. The man who brought the egg, a 
Mr. Richard Badham, found this egg in 
a nest on a golf course. He noted that 
this particular egg was the only egg not 
to hatch from the clutch. To his surprise, 
Mr. Badham decided to open the shell 

and found the egg to contain a golf ball. 
In his brief article, Mr. Lee concluded 
that the goose drew the golf ball into 
the nest, thinking it was an errant egg. 
During the act of laying an actual egg, 
the ball managed to enter the oviduct, 
make its way up the tract, and exited the 
bird as an extra-convincing imposter. 

WHAT ARE THE ODDS? 
The odds of you finding a golf ball in 

your chicken’s egg is slim at best, but 
these other more common situations are 
possible. If you’d like to avoid opening 
a less-than-appetizing egg, consider 
candling your eggs before using them. 
Additionally, be sure to regularly worm 
your flock to avoid finding parasites 
in your eggs, and as always, keep your 
nests clean! 

Have you found foreign objects in 
your chicken eggs? Let us know!   

Clean nests are always an important thing 
to keep up with.  

At 12 years old, JEREMY CHARTIER 
became involved with his local 4-H 
group, later joined the local FFA 
chapter, and showed livestock until his 
college years. After graduating from 
the Ratcliffe Hicks School of Agriculture 
at UConn, he joined University of 
Maine’s Poultry Service Provider 
training program. Today Jeremy 
sells started pullets to local backyard 
farmers, is still involved with 4-H as a 
poultry showmanship judge, and writes 
about his passion for farming. 

An older group of hens like these are more prone to egg issues, be it weak shells or strange internal abnormalities.

'Why Hens Lay Weird Eggs" 
and "How to Tell if Eggs Are 
Bad" online:

backyardpoultry.iamcountry-
side.com/eggs-meat/why-hens-
lay-weird-eggs/

backyardpoultry.iamcountry-
side.com/eggs-meat/how-to-tell-
if-eggs-are-bad/
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Extended Black 

WE ALL KNOW THAT THERE IS a litany of 
colors that ducks and chickens can display. 
Many are complex; some are so intricate they 

become indistinguishable from others to an untrained eye. 
There is a grouping of colors that are very simple to define 
as the birds that display them are, for the most part, a single 
solid color. These are called self-colored. The most common 
of these is extended black — it causes birds to have com-
pletely black feathers and often a gorgeous green sheen when 
viewed in good lighting. This particular plumage is the base 
for two other self-colors — blue and silver, which are not 
possible without the presence of extended black. All three 
can also display white bibs when in conjunction with the 
genes responsible for that. The same goes for self-chocolate, 
lavender, and lilac. All of these colors will be broken down 
and explained in their own respective articles. This article 
will focus mainly on how extended black works in ducks, 
but the genetics for this are essentially the same in chickens, 
and the information contained within can be applied to both 
species of fowl.  

Although it may not be observable, completely black 
birds do have a genotypical pattern. It becomes obscured by 
black extending the length of the feathers rather than being 
limited to certain areas. The black is already present, and the 
extending gene does not allow for the expression of pattern. 
This is why it is fairly easy to breed into any poultry strain 
regardless of its traditional plumage. The gene is incomplete-
ly dominant, meaning only one of the two alleles responsible 
for making up the gene needs to be extended black for it to 
show. Effectually, if you breed a black bird to a non-black 
bird, all or half of the resulting offspring should be black. If 
one parent has a fully dominant extension (represented as 
E^e,E^e) all progeny will carry one of the necessary alleles. 
If that parent has just one (E^e,E^+), statistically, only half 
of its progeny will carry and display the gene. The other half 
would be subject to whatever rules govern the pattern or pat-
terns mixing. For ducks to display self-black, two non-wild 
type genes must be present — the dusky pattern and the ex-
tended black itself. The dusky pattern obscures the wild eye 
stripe, neck ring, and coloration of the speculum. This makes 
it possible to cover the entire bird with one solitary color.  

There are a couple of things that go along with having a 
completely black bird. The most notable being the green 
sheen. It is caused by prisms within the feathers refracting 

light so that the plumage appears to be a shiny green rather 
than black. It isn’t caused by any sort of color gene, and as 
such, birds cannot be bred to have a greater amount of it in 
that regard. They can, however, be bred to have higher qual-
ity feathering, which would allow the sheen to have greater 
visibility. Diet and care also affect feather quality; cater to 
these two areas, and increase your poultry aesthetic. Feed 
that is corn-based or otherwise high in yellow xanthophylls 
can cause the green to turn more of a purple color. If feathers 
are worn or have seen an excessive amount of sunlight, they 
will lose their luster and appear brown. This is common close 
to molt and will be rectified when new feathers grow in. 

White spots or patches also go hand in hand with extended 
black. It works much like gray hair does in people. As the 
bird ages, more white will appear. Some birds might show 
little to none, while others may turn almost completely white 

BY CRAIG BORDELEAU 

Self Colors: 
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in their old age. Females tend to show a 
greater degree of this phenomenon than 
males do. Breeding and raising young 
will speed the process up — again, 
much like grey hair in people. It seems 
to be tied in with the green sheen; birds 
with large amounts of white in their 
old age had normally been particularly 
shiny when young. Although when 
showing your birds, the white is not ac-

ceptable, it is quite attractive in its own 
way. The way it appears is random and 
unique. It can make for easy identifica-
tion of individuals from a distance.  

Much research hasn't been done on 
the correlation between plumage and 
skin color, but some observations seem 
to hold true in self-black breeds. The 
bills are darker but can be orange or 
yellow. It would seem that the com-

monly black bills of the Cayuga or 
East Indies are the result of selective 
breeding over many generations rather 
than tied to extended black itself. The 
same goes for foot/leg color. Although, 
dusky-patterned birds have slightly 
darker feet than wild patterned ones. 
This is another area in which diet plays 
a large role. The sex of the bird is 
another factor. Females use the same 
yellow xanthophylls found in coloring 
the skin to build yolks when laying. As 
such, less gets deposited in the bills and 
feet, causing them to be generally dark-
er than the corresponding males. This is 
especially true while laying, which adds 
to the aesthetic of their nuptial plumage.  

Self-black birds have a fairly simple 
genetic makeup when compared to 
more complex colors.  Even with this 
being the case, there is no shortage 
of attention garnered at shows or in 
backyards by the birds that display this 
plumage. A solid dark background with 
a brilliant emerald sheen is a wonderful 
sight to behold. This is especially true 
when in contrast with lighter birds. In 
the past, it was one of the most pop-
ular plumage colors, only falling out 
of favor for lighter birds that leave a 
cleaner-looking carcass. In the present 
day, ducks are less likely to be raised 
for the table, and this has seen the pop-
ularity of self-black breeds grow. My 
hope in writing this article is that it will 
continue to increase, and more people 
who raise poultry will consider adding 
such beautifully colored birds to their 
flocks.  

CRAIG BORDELEAU raises rare, 
threatened, and unique waterfowl in 
southern New England. He preserves 
heritage breeds, and researches 
domestic duck plumage genetics, as 
his main breeding focus points. 
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RAISING DUCKS FOR MEAT is a highly healthy 
way to incorporate nutrient-dense protein into your 
diet. Not only is consuming duck meat a healthier 

choice than other proteins, but they are also easier to raise 
and ideal for smaller properties. .  

Duck is much more flavorful than chicken and turkey due 
to being richer, with a slightly savory and sweet taste. The 
meat is similar in flavor to the dark meat found on chicken 
and turkey, though those who consume duck meat regularly 
claim it is closer to red meat, with the texture and appearance 
similar to a good cut of steak.  

Duck is an excellent nutrient-dense protein filled with 
essential and non-essential amino acids, containing less sat-
urated fat than most red meats. In addition to this, duck meat 
is high in: 

• B-12 and other B vitamins 

• Niacin 

• Iron 

• Selenium 

• Omega-3 fatty acids 

Duck fat is a healthier cooking option than butter, lard, or 
tallow, though I would not substitute it for buttering bread or 
baking.  

Domestically raised ducks have a much different flavor 
than wild Mallard. Domestic meat is dark, fatty, and full in 
flavor. The easiest method of consumption is to smoke or 
slow roast it, allowing the fat to absorb into the meat. Ducks 
have more fat than other poultry, and the remaining fat on a 
duck depends on how it is prepared.   

For those new to consuming duck meat, try preparing a 
light, roasted duck breast salad with ginger/lime dressing. 

Or try smoked duck breasts. Both recipes are extremely easy 
to make and ideal for the individual who is new to preparing 
home-raised duck.  

RAISING PEKIN DUCKS 
The most popular duck breed for meat is the Pekin. This 

breed available in two varieties, standard and jumbo, both 
ideal for meat consumption. In addition, Pekins lay up to 200 
eggs per year. Unfortunately, they are not great broody hens, 
making incubating eggs necessary.  

Because of the white feathers, Pekin carcasses dress clean, 
leaving no colored pin feathers behind. Both the standard 
and the jumbo breed can be butchered as early as six weeks; 
however, butchering at 12 weeks provides a higher yield 
in meat. The standard Pekin duck will weigh in at roughly 
seven pounds. The jumbo males dress at roughly 11 pounds, 
with the female dressing at roughly nine pounds.   

Other duck breeds are excellent for meat. A few of these 
breeds are on the Livestock Conservancy list.  

SELECTING THE BEST BREED FOR MEAT 
When raising heritage duck breeds for meat, the butchering 

time will vary based on the breed and the desired weight. Of 
course, as with any animal being raised for meat, the older 
the animal, the tougher the meat will be. At that point, the 
animal is designated a stewing bird.  

To assist with supporting quick growth, offer the same type 
of feed and follow the same feeding pattern used for broiler 
chickens.  

The choice to keep them in a tractor and on pasture is up 
to you; however, the breeds listed below are excellent at 
free-ranging and returning to the coop each night. 

Raising Ducks  
for Meat

BY ANN ACCETTA-SCOTT

Silver Appleyard
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AYLESBURY 
They are an English breed listed as 

critical on the Livestock Conservancy 
website. Unlike the other breeds listed 
here, the Aylesbury is known for meat, 
only laying 35 to 125 eggs per year. 
Aylesbury have a great bone-to-meat 
ratio, with males weighing in around 10 
pounds and females about nine pounds. 
Butcher as early as eight weeks.    

BUFF OR ORPINGTONS 
Buffs are an English breed listed on the 

Livestock Conservancy list as threatened. 
In addition to meat, the Buffs are also 
good layers. Males weigh in at rough-
ly eight pounds and females at seven 
pounds. This breed matures quickly and 
can be butchered as early as eight to 10 
weeks.  

CAYUGA  
Cayuga is an American breed listed 

on the Livestock Conservancy list as 
“watch.” This beautiful all-black duck is 
known for its stunning eggs, ranging in 
color from light grey to deep charcoal. 
The large breed reaches maturity between 
12 to 16 weeks, with the males weigh-
ing in at roughly eight pounds and the 
females at seven pounds.   

 MUSCOVY 
This breed makes raising ducks for 

meat an easy and excellent option. The 
hens are excellent broodies and can sit 
on a huge clutch of eggs. Muscovys are 
milder in flavor with a quicker grow-out 
of all the breeds, reaching maturity at 12 
to 16 weeks of age. Males weigh in at 
roughly 10-15 pounds, and the hens at 
five to seven.  

ROUEN 
A dual-purpose French breed which 

is known for its amazing deep meat 
and fat flavor and is listed as a watched 
breed on the Livestock Conservancy List. 
Males weigh around 10 pounds, whereas 
females weigh around eight pounds. Ideal 
butchering time is around 18 months.  

Aylesbury

The most popular duck breed for meat is the 
Pekin. Other duck breeds excellent for meat are 

on the Livestock Conservancy list.

Silver Appleyard Buff

Cayuga
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RAISE
HEALTHY 
CHICKS

We understand how much you value 
your birds. Our feeds have been 
carefully crafted through decades    
of research to include the ideal   
blend of ingredients for optimal 
health. The science is advanced, 
but our philosophy is simple —              
we believe good health                   
starts from within.

www.homesteadpoultryfeed.com

Hermon, Maine 207.478.6426 
info@MaineOutdoorSolutions.com
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SILVER APPLEYARD 
A dual-purpose English breed which 

is listed as threatened on the Livestock 
Conservancy List. Males weigh around 
nine pounds, whereas females weigh 
around eight pounds. Ideal butchering 
time is around eight to 10 weeks.  

Prior to incorporating waterfowl 
onto the property, learn more about 
raising backyard ducks and the type of 
housing and feed needed for this type 
of domestic poultry.  

Pekin

Rouen
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THERE ARE A PLETHORA of 
duck breeds that you can add 
to your flock; however, only a 

handful are prolific egg layers. Select-
ing the best ducks for eggs begins with 
knowing which breeds lay up to 200 
eggs a year.  

RAISING DUCKS 
More times than not, chickens are 

the first small livestock added to a 
property. However, I believe ducks 
and other waterfowl are better poultry 
breeds to incorporate. Ducks tolerate 
colder temperatures better than other 
poultry and are less susceptible to 
catching diseases or becoming ill.  

In addition, ducks are excellent 
garden helpers. Unlike chickens, they 
do not scratch or destroy garden beds. 
They will consume slugs and snails 
and aerate the space as they mill the 
soil for additional bugs and minerals.  

Ducks are also independent. They 
do not seek a lot of attention, are less 
needy than chickens, and when given 
a chance, prefer to free-range before 
consuming a commercial feed. 

DUCK EGGS 
It is such a shame many more 

individuals do not consume duck eggs. 
They have a much larger, richer yolk 
and a higher concentration of nutrients 
than chicken eggs. Duck eggs are also 
larger and much more flavorful than 
chicken eggs, and the shell is much 
thicker.  

The eggs from ducks are signifi-
cantly higher in cholesterol and fat, 
but they are also higher in protein. 
Individuals who consume a paleo diet 
appreciate duck eggs due to the higher 
concentration of omega-3 fatty acids. 

Prized by chefs worldwide, duck 
eggs are incredible to cook with, espe-
cially when it comes to baked goods. 
The higher-protein whites cause the 
eggs to whip up higher when beaten, 
creating a lighter and higher baked 
good. Typically, recipes are written 
using chicken eggs in mind; when 
substituting duck eggs for chicken, 
the ratio is one duck egg for every two 
large chicken eggs. 

A delicious old-fashioned egg 
custard pie recipe using duck eggs is 
a great example of how fantastic duck 
eggs are in baked goods.  

SELECTING THE BEST 
DUCKS FOR EGGS 

I have raised many duck breeds over 
the years, seeking the perfect dual-pur-
pose breed that was prolific in egg pro-
duction and substantial in size for meat 
consumption. In addition, we sought 
breeds that would consume a large 
percentage of their diet from free-rang-
ing. We sought a true homesteading 
heritage duck breed.  

Regardless of the duck breed you 
select, there is one thing for sure, you 
will enjoy the daily antics and the eggs 
they lay.  

RUNNER   
This breed originated from Malay-

sia and is a great garden helper, and 
a duck breed filled with personality. 
Their unique posture differentiates 
them from other duck breeds. Runner 
ducks lay close to 300 eggs per year.  

KHAKI CAMPBELL   
This peaceful and docile breed 

originating from England is ideal 
for children or those new to raising 
ducks. Khaki Campbell ducks will lay 
between 250 to 340 eggs per year. 

BUFF  
Another calm breed that originates 

from England, Buffs are also known 
as Orpingtons, though they should not 
be confused with the Buff Orpington 
chicken breed. Buff ducks will lay 
between 150 to 220 eggs per year. 

WELSH HARLEQUIN  
This majestic and docile breed orig-

inates from Wales and has a similar 
feather pattern as the Silver Apple-
yards. Of all the breeds we have raised, 
I find that this breed will consume 
80% of its diet through free-ranging. 
Welsh Harlequins will lay between 
240 to 330 eggs per year.  

THE DUCK BREEDS

BY ANN ACCETTA-SCOTT

Selecting 
the  

Best Ducks 
for Eggs

poultry 101



BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM     73
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MAGPIE   
This Welsh breed has a sweet  

disposition, making it an excellent 
breed for children and novice duck 
keepers. Magpies lay eggs in multiple 
hues and can lay between 240 to  
290 eggs per year. 

ANCONA  
The Ancona duck breed originates 

from England and their desire to  
free-range produces a flavorful yolk 
due to the greens and bugs they  
consume. Anconas will lay between 
210 to 280 colorful eggs per year.  

SILVER APPLEYARD   
Silver Appleyard is larger dual-pur-

pose, docile breed that originates from 
England. Because of gentle, indepen-
dent natures, they are ideal for novice 
duck keepers or those with children. 
Silver Appleyards lay between 220 to 
265 eggs per year.  

SAXONY   
Originating from Germany, Saxony 

ducks are one of the largest dual- 
purpose breeds. Much like the Welsh 
Harlequin and Ancona, this breed 
prefers to forage before consuming 
a commercial feed. The Saxony lays 
190 to 240 eggs per year, with the 
shell color ranging between cream and 
shades of blue/grey. 

PEKIN  
This ancient breed originates from 

China and has been documented for 
over 2,000 years. Because of its white 
feather and size, the Pekin is often 
raised as a broiler breed for industrial 
purposes. This duck breed will lay up 
to 200 extra-large eggs per year.  

In addition to the breeds listed 
here, many hatcheries offer what is 
known as a hybrid breed. This breed is 
created through crossbreeding various 
breeds which are prolific layers.  Brinsea Products – bringing innovation 

to chicken keepers for over 40 years!

ChickSafe Eco and Advance
automatic coop door openers…

protect your birds when you can’t

µ  Brinsea have re-designed the coop door opener 
from scratch. The NEW ChickSafe Eco and 
Advance patented designs have only one moving 
part and no mechanical switches for the ultimate 
rugged reliability and ease of use.

µ  A tough two-piece alloy door 
is also available.

Prices from $99.99

Visit www.brinsea.com
or call 1 888 667 7009 for details

Prices from $99.99

NEW
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Top 10 Duck Raising Top 10 Duck Raising 
Questions AnsweredQuestions Answered

BY ALINA JUMABHOY

1. How Many Eggs Do Ducks Lay a Year?
While every duck is different, here are some breed-specific average 
guidelines:
White Layer Ducks — around 200-290 eggs per year
Khaki Campbell — around 250-340 eggs per year
Mallard — around 25-100 eggs per year
Runner Duck/Cayuga/Blue Swedish/Buff Duck — 150-300 eggs per 
year

2. Do Ducks Need Water to Swim In?
While ducks do love to swim, this is not a necessity. So long as they 
have a bucket of water deep enough for them to dip their whole heads 
in, this is enough. However, if you give ducks somewhere to swim, 
remember they will turn the clearest water a thick brown in just a few 
minutes, so you will need to change this water daily.

3. Do I Need a Male Duck?
If using them solely for eggs or meat, or even as pets, you would be 
fine with just females. However, if you are interested in hatching duck 
eggs, then you will need a drake to fertilize the eggs. If this is the case, 
you are best off opting for one drake for every four to six hens you 
have.

4. What is the Best Way to Carry a Duck?
Cornering it is the easiest way to catch a duck, but do not lift it by its 
neck, or you risk causing a serious injury.
• Hold its wings together behind its back with one hand, and then use 
your other hand to support its abdomen.
• Place one hand on either side of the duck, holding its wings down, 
and then lift it up.
Once you are holding your duck, cradle it gently. It may try to struggle 
at first, but the more it gets used to being carried, the easier your job 
will be in the future.

5. Are Adult Ducks Noisy?
While not as loud as a cockerel crowing, ducks still make quite a bit 
of noise. Some breeds are louder than others, so if you have neighbors 
close by, pick quieter breeds such as Muscovies.

Whether you are a first-time homesteader on a journey to learn how to raise ducks or have hatched more flocks 
than you can count, here are 10 duck raising questions that both novices and experts often have.

6. Do I Need to Clip the Wings of My Ducks?
Some duck breeds, such as Runner ducks cannot fly.
With flighty ducks, you may need to clip their wings to confine them 
to an area. Only clip the feathers on one wing, as this unbalances the 
duck and leaves them unable to fly. 
If you would like to leave your ducks as nature intended, set up an 
evening routine to encourage them back home at the end of each day.

7. Can Ducks and Chickens Eat the Same Food?
While you can get special pellets for waterfowl, it is fine for your 
ducks to eat chicken layer pellets. However, ducks need more niacin 
than chickens do, so supplement their feed with brewer’s yeast or peas.

8. Can I Raise Ducklings with Chicks?
While chickens and ducks can live together, pay extra attention to 
hygiene. Ducks are extremely messy and will completely soak the 
brooder, which could chill a chick. Ducklings also grow faster than 
chicks, so make sure that your chicks do not get trampled.

9. How Can I Tell the Gender of a Duck?
• Male ducks tend to grow brighter feathers during the mating season.
• Male ducks tend to be slightly larger than females, often with a 
thicker neck.
• Male ducks have a feather near the tail that curls upwards.
• Female ducks tend to make much more noise than males.
The only way to get a definite answer, other than waiting to see if 
your duck lays an egg, is by vent sexing. However, this is not an easy 
process, so ask for help from someone experienced.

10. How Long Do Ducks Live?
Generally, domestic ducks will live for around seven to ten years, with 
their most common cause of death being a predator. However, fertility 
and egg production decline after around three years of age, which is 
why many homesteaders do not find it cost-effective to keep older 
ducks.



BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM     75

IN A UNIVERSE WHERE YOU CAN SEE DOGS, goats, 
or even alpacas surfing, the thought of animals enjoying 
the oceans isn't a novel idea. However, the line is typi-

cally drawn at chickens because they are known not to enjoy 
water or swimming. The same can't be said for Sammi.   

East Coast dweller Dave decided to rebel against the norm 
when it came to mixing chickens and beaches. When his dog, 
Cort, passed away, Dave knew he wasn’t ready for another 
dog. “He was with me for nearly half my life, and we had 
been through so much together.  I'm not sure if I will ever be 
able to replace him.” Heartbroken yet unaccustomed to life 
without animal companionship, he decided to try something 
a little unusual.   

On March 29th, 2017, a small Rhode Island Red was 
hatched and shipped to a distant Florida feed store for the 
annual facilitation of, what chicken owners are all aware of, 
chick fever. Signs go up, boasting the availability of spring 
chicks, much to our excitement, and even seasoned farmers 
have difficulty resisting the draw of fresh fluff balls. Spring 
chick sales are dangerous waters for those self-taught schol-
ars in chicken math.   

Three days later, Dave was at his local feed store during 
one of these events. “On an impulse, I picked up one of the 
sienna puff balls and instantly fell in love. I had no intention 
of buying a baby chick when I entered, but looking into 
her little eyes, I wasn’t going to leave without her.” In that 

moment, the species wasn't in question; she was a sweet 
creature who needed a home, and he was a man who needed 
friendly animal companionship in his life.   

Life with a small chick as a companion animal had some 
challenges, but Dave was an adventurous man with an ag-
ricultural background. Her first trip with him out in the real 
world was, naturally, to the beautiful Florida beach. By the 
time Sammi was seven months old, she and Dave began to 
understand each other more. They were in tune with one an-
other’s emotions and body language. Boldly, Dave took her 
out into the water during one remarkable beach visit. “She 
loved it. She never once felt nervous.”  

"One day at the beach, the water was extremely calm, and 
I decided to take Sammi out and see how she would do," 
Dave shared.  

Sammi began going everywhere with Dave, living up to 
her Rhode Island Red heritage by being confident, fearless, 
and curious no matter the circumstances. There came a time 
in his life when Dave vowed to do something new every 
weekend, and Sammi was right there with him. “By now, 
Sammi and I had become pretty much inseparable. She went 
to work with me. She went to church with me. She was with 
me when I would go out to dinner or the beach, and so on. 
Sammi became my sidekick," he said. Wherever Dave went, 
Sammi went too. They hike, swim, and adventure weekly.   

The pair’s organic relationship and love of novel  

Sammi the Adventurer

secret life of poultry

BY LACEY HUGHETT



76     JUNE/JULY 2021  |  BACKYARD POULTRY

secret life of poultry

experiences soon caught the atten-
tion of thousands, and Sammi be-
came something of a celebrity. Radio 
programs and news stations began 
covering the duo, and sponsor offers 
started rolling in. Fans began recog-
nizing her, something that came as a 
surprise to Dave. “No matter where we 
may be in the country, someone will 
recognize us,” he reported. They have 
encountered people everywhere, from 
remote hiking trails to scheduled meet 
and greets. They are always gracious, 
genuinely happy to meet and get to 
know their audience members and let 
the love spread a little further.   

Dave started taking pictures of 
Sammi because he regretted not having 
many of his dog, Cort.  

“Sammi's confidence always amazes 
me. She will confidently take on 
whatever adventure presented to her,” 
Dave explained. The hen has been 
snowboarding in Colorado, surfing in 
Georgia, and everything in between. 
Sammi’s fame has lent her, arguably, 
more opportunities than any chicken 
has seen before. Fans have invited her 
backstage at concerts and on interna-
tional vacations. “We have received 

an open invitation to many countries, 
including England, Germany, Finland, 
Australia, and even Indonesia, among 
many others.” Being a farm animal, 
Sammi cannot make these journeys, so 
she and Dave spend their time explor-
ing the United States.   

Even Netflix reached out to Dave at 
one point, wishing to make a film star-
ring Sammi. The theme was “Sammi 
goes to Hollywood,” and although the 
idea was exciting, Dave was forced to 
turn it down. Simultaneously, Sammi 
had a major health concern that meant 
she had to spend some time at the 
University of Florida Vet Hospital in 
Gainesville. Intensely dedicated to his 
girl, Dave stated that “Sammi's health 
and safety is my number one priori-
ty,” and the two took some time off to 
ensure she was healed and happy.   

If there is somewhere Sammi isn’t 
welcome, then Dave doesn’t want to do 
it. He has spent the better part of four 
years traveling and living with his girl, 
and now if an opportunity arises that 
doesn’t involve her, he turns it down.  

“There are many things I would love 
to experience in my travels, such as 
taking in the skyline view from atop 

the Empire State Building. But I don’t 
want to do it without Sammi. If she is 
not permitted, I don’t want to do it,” 
Dave emphasized. He asks for permis-
sion to take her places and frequently 
receives it, but he still gets told no 
more than he gets permission granted.   

When they are not adventuring, Sam-
mi lives in the house with Dave. She 
sleeps in a large dog crate fitted with a 
roost and covered with a blanket for her 
comfort. “She does not make a sound 
until I remove the cover, so no matter 
what time I get up in the morning, 
she waits patiently.” Sammi won’t go 
outside unless Dave chauffeurs her out, 
and then he has to sneak back inside 
when she isn’t looking or risk her run-
ning right back in behind him.   

Sammie may be a little spoiled, but 
she deserves it, no doubt.  

Part of the reason so many have fall-
en for Sammi is her outgoing personal-
ity. She is confident and cuddly, sweet 
and sassy, and never backs down from 
a challenge with her favorite human. 
To follow more of Sammi’s adventures, 
find her on Instagram and YouTube 
under the handle “Sammi chicken.”  

Dave (left) and Sammi, a Rhode Island Red hen.  Sammi, dressed up for a day out.
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BREED PROFILE:  

Runner Runner 
DucksDucks  
Built to Run and Keen to Forage 

BY TAMSIN COOPER

BREED: Originally and still often called Indian Runner 
ducks. 

ORIGIN: Duck herding has been part of traditional agricul-
ture in parts of the Malay Peninsula and some Indonesian 
islands for centuries. Farmers guide herds of ducks over land 
and roads to forage in rice fields, where they devour insects, 
snails, and other pests. Over their long domestic history, 
these ducks became the fast-running, long-ranging foragers 
first documented by Europeans in the 1850s. 

Naturalist Alfred Russel Wallace observed them in 1856 
in Lombok, Indonesia: “The ducks are a peculiar breed, 
which have very long flat bodies, and walk erect almost like 
penguins. They are generally of a pale reddish ash color and 
are kept in large flocks. They are very cheap and are largely 
consumed by the crews of the rice ships, by whom they are 
called Baly-soldiers, but are more generally known elsewhere 
as penguin-ducks.” 

HISTORY: Although trading ships may have brought them to 
Europe before the nineteenth century, they were not widely 
known in Britain until 1890. However, there are accounts of 
“Penguin ducks” kept at Surrey and London zoo parks in the 
1830s, which fit Runner ducks’ description. 

Around 1890, a pamphlet documented the first import by a 
sea captain from “India” (probably rather the East Indies, as 

no origin in India could be traced). He had been impressed 
by the upright stance, active nature, and egg-laying abilities 
of local ducks. In around 1840, he brought some back for his 
farmer friends in Cumberland (northwest England, now part 
of Cumbria). Due to their laying performance, their populari-
ty spread initially to Scotland, then to the rest of Britain after 
appearing at the 1896 Kendal Show.  

Original imports were reported as entirely fawn, entirely 
white, and pied (fawn or gray and white). The pied color-
ing was so unusual that it became the main breeding focus. 
Exhibitors aimed to perfect color and pattern to the detriment 
of other traits. The Runners of the turn of the century were 
typically pied with a lower, stockier body shape. Meanwhile, 
keen to improve the laying performance of farmyard ducks, 
many farmers employed drakes for crossbreeding. Both ap-
proaches led to the loss of the solid fawn variety and dilution 
of the original type. 

Enthusiasts formed the Indian Runner Duck Club in 1906 
to revive the authentic gene pool, including fresh imports 
from Lombok and Java in 1909 and further imports in the 
1920s. Those exhibited at the Palace Show in 1910 includ-
ed solid fawn, which is a standard in Britain to this day. 
Through these imports, they restored the classic Runner 
type. Other novel color genes were discovered in the Runner 
genome, such as dusky, brown, buff, and a new light gene. 
These were used to create a variety of breeds, such as Khaki 

Fawn and White Runner pair, courtesy of John Metzer, Metzer Farms (metzerfarms.com).
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Become a member 
of The Livestock 

Conservancy today! 

Help save rare breeds 
with America’s leading 
nonprofit working to 

protect more than 150 
livestock and poultry 

breeds from extinction

LivestockConservancy.org  
919-542-5704

Campbell and Buff Orpington. 
Their unique appearance and laying 

capabilities caused their popularity to 
spread through Europe and to America, 
where controversy arose over correct 
coloring. The Fawn and White was ini-
tially admitted by the American Poultry 
Association in 1898, although it varied 
from the British version, known as 
Penciled in the U.S. When various col-
ors were found to be innate to Runners, 
other varieties were admitted. 

CONSERVATION STATUS: Still  
popular in many countries and listed  
as “recovering” at The Livestock  
Conservancy. 

BIODIVERSITY: The source of unique 
gene variants for shape, behavior, and 
colors. 

DESCRIPTION: Slim body and neck 

Turn your backyard — no matter how small — 
into a sustainable and self-sufficient homestead 
for raising livestock and cultivating homegrown 
food! 312 pages

iamcountryside.com/shop
Or call: 970-392-4419

Backyard Homesteading
2nd Revised Edition

A Back-to-Basics Guide  
for Self-Sufficiency
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held at 45–75 degrees to the horizontal when relaxed. 
When alerted, Runners stand almost vertically with the 
tail pointing downwards. The legs are set far back to 
allow upright carriage and fast running gait. Eyes are set 
high on the head. 

VARIETIES: Runners come in many colors and pat-
terns, many of which are standardized without recourse 
to crossing with other breeds. The APA accepts Fawn 
and White, Penciled, White, Black, Chocolate, Buff, 
Cumberland Blue, and Gray (Mallard-colored). 

POPULAR USE: Eggs, pest control, pets, and herd-
ing-dog training. 

EGG COLOR: White or green. 

EGG SIZE: Large. 

PRODUCTIVITY: 100–250 per year. 

WEIGHT: Duck 3–4.5 lb.; drake 3.5–5 lb. 

TEMPERAMENT: Alert and active, they synchronize 
as a group, making them easy to herd. They become 
friendly if managed calmly. Males have high libido, 
so six to seven females each is recommended to avoid 
injury. 

ADAPTABILITY: Leg position and body shape make 
them excellent rangers and foragers. They need space 
to roam but are non-fliers. Water is not required for 
breeding, but they need enough to wash and appreciate 
the opportunity to swim. As highly social beings, they 
are happier in groups. Most females do not brood. 

QUOTE: “Runners are a fun breed to have. They are 
almost comical in their upright stance and quick move-
ments chasing bugs or foraging through your garden 
looking for slugs or snails. They also stay together 
as a flock better than most other breeds. And if you 
like green-shelled eggs, the Runners have a very high 
percentage of these — probably higher than any other 
breed.” John Metzer, Metzer Farms, California.  

SOURCES: Lewer, S. H. 1912. Wright’s Book of  
Poultry | Indian Runner Duck Club | Holderread, D., 
2001. Storey’s Guide to Raising Ducks.

TAMSIN COOPER keeps chickens and goats on 
her smallholding in France, where she aspires 
to live as sustainably as possible. She follows 
the latest research on farm animal behavior and 
mentors on a chicken welfare MOOC. 

Ducks in a Rice Field in Yunnan, China, by Grzegorz Chrupała  
(commons.wikimedia.org) CC BY-SA 3.0  

(creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/).
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• OMRI® Listed for use in all organic production
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R L E
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Absorbent Products Ltd. is a research 
based company that seeks and 
utilizes the opportunities that science 
provides in the creation of our 
mineral based products.  To research 
studies and articles on Diatomaceous 
Earth and other minerals please go to 
researchdiatomaceousearth.com.

Tol l  Free 1 .800.667.0336

 is registered for use for further manufacturing in animal feed.

iamcountryside.com/shop
970-392-4419

How to Raise Chickens —
Find expert advice in  

this hands-on guide to 
get started raising a 

healthy flock!

Everything You Need To 
Know To Raise Chickens
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BY MELISSA STONE

Stonewind 
Acres

Predator-Proof  
Paradise

WE BEGAN our chicken 
journey with a chain-link 
dog pen, a tarp, and a rabbit 

hutch (photo 1). Though it was small, 
we had big dreams. We live out in the 
country in South Texas, which means 
two things: 1) predators, high and 
low, and 2) heat, heat, and more heat! 
We wanted to provide a large, fully 
protected environment for our girls. 
A place where they could take part in 
their natural behaviors 
while avoiding unwanted 
visitors (racoons, snakes, 
coyotes, owls, hawks, 
you name it!) and heat 
stroke.  

So we started with a 
carport. First, we poured 
a concrete runner around 
the carport to keep 
animals from digging 
underneath and into 
the chicken run. Then 
we built a wood frame 
around the carport and 

covered it head-to-toe with ½-inch 
hardware cloth (photo 2).  

Next, we began the construction of 
the actual coop (photo 3). The goal with 
the coop was to provide a dry, draft-less 
environment, but we knew temperature 
control was going to be a challenge. We 
decided to insulate the coop, put in win-
dows for ventilation, and install a small 
air-conditioning unit (photo 4). The 
air conditioning is set to keep the coop 

1. Our first coop.
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between 90-95 degrees F on the hottest days. This keeps our 
girls from having heat stroke while laying their eggs in the 
coop, but also does not cause problems when they leave the 
coop and face the crazy Texas heat. Since the coop is exter-
nal to the run, we built a tunnel that allows the girls to go to 
and from the run and the coop without the danger of preda-
tors (photo 5 and photo 6 — photo 6 shows Sammy standing 
inside the tunnel). 

A little less than two years later, we decided it was time 
for an upgrade! So, we began the construction of a larger, 
uncovered run. Again, we poured a concrete runner to pre-
vent digging, constructed a frame, wrapped it with hardware 

2

3 4 5

6
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7

cloth, and covered the top with fencing so as to keep flying 
predators out (photo 7). We built another tunnel from the 
coop to this new run, so now our hens can pass freely from 
the coop to each run (photo 8). The inside of the coop has 10 
nesting boxes, three large roosts, and a solar-powered light 
for when we need to check on them in the dark (photo 9). 

After we completed construction of the larger run, my hus-
band dug water lines and put faucets outside of each run for 
easy access to water (photo 10). Then, of course, we put Max 
to work, guarding his girls (photo 11). And voilá, our chicken 
compound is complete! 

In total, we have had more than 30 breeds since we started 
raising chickens. We get about 16-20 dozen eggs a week 
in the most beautiful colors! Our customers are totally 
awesome, and we are so grateful that we have been able to 
provide eggs during this crazy global pandemic. We sure do 
love our little farm.  

9 10

8

11
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By Matthew wolpe & Kevin Mcelroy

Reinventing the Chicken Coop

Backyard chickens meet contem-
porary design! Here are 14 com-
plete building plans for chicken 
coops that range from the purely 
functional to the outrageously 
fabulous. Complete step-by-step 
building plans are accompanied 
by full-color photographs and 
detailed construction illustrations. 
192 pages. $19.95

By Gail DaMerow

Chicken Health Handbook

A must-have reference for the 
small flock owner. Gail Damerow, 
leading authority on all things 
chicken, provides a complete ref-
erence to answer the questions 
and resolve the problems of any 
chicken raiser from beginner to 
professional. This fully updated 
and expanded edition of a long-
time classic offers expert guid-
ance on nutrition, reproductive 

issues, and a full range of health problems. 487 pages.

SAVE
25%

$19.95
Now $14.99 — Save 25%

By Glenn Drowns

Storey’s Guide to  
Raising Poultry

A diverse flock of poultry can pro-
vide free-range meat, a rainbow of 
eggs, and endless entertainment—
all delivered from the confines of 
your backyard or small farm. Glenn 
Drowns, an expert on rare breeds 
and varieties of turkeys, ducks, 
geese, chickens, and other birds, de-
livers everything you need to know 
to raise healthy, safe poultry. 454 
pages. $24.95

Now $18.75 — Save 25%

By JuDy panGMan

Chicken Coops

Whether you keep one hen or 
1,000 hens, you will find a hous-
ing plan in this comprehensive 
book. Coops range from fash-
ionable backyard structures to 
large-scale, movable shelters. 
You will also find plans for con-
verting trailer frames, green-
houses and sheds using recycled 

materials and simple ways to make waterers, feeders, and 
nestboxes. 166 pages. $19.95

For a complete list of books visit:  
iamcountryside.com/shop

SAVE
25%

Backyard Poultry Bookstore

By christine heinrichs

How to  
Raise Chickens

This book provides information 
on breed types, obtaining stock, 
housing, feeding, flock manage-
ment, breeding programs, incu-
bation and care of chicks, selec-
tion and culling, showing, health 
care, and the legal aspects of 
raising chickens. 208 pages.

$19.99
Now $14.99 — Save 25%

SAVE
25% Compact Farms

By Josh volK

Small is beautiful, and these 
15 real farm plans show that 
small-scale farmers can have 
big-time success. Compact 
Farms is an illustrated guide 
for anyone dreaming of start-
ing, expanding, or perfecting 
a profitable farming enter-
prise on five acres or less. The 
farm plans explain how to 
harness an area's water sup-
ply, orientation, and geogra-

phy in order to maximize efficiency and productivity while 
minimizing effort. 226 pages.

$19.95
Now $14.95 — Save 25%

SAVE25%
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By Dave holDerreaD

Storey’s Guide to Raising Ducks

Raise ducks successfully, this book 
covers everything from choosing the 
right breeds to breeding and rearing 
practices, feeding, housing, health 
care, butchering, and much more. 
This revised and updated second 
edition includes coverage of more 
breeds plus expanded information 
on facilities for ducklings, health and 
disease treatment, marketing, record 
keeping, color genetics, and rare 
breed conservation. 356 pages.

$19.95
Now $14.99 — Save 25%

SAVE
25%

By carol eKarius

Storey’s Illustrated Guide  
to Poultry Breeds

This definitive guide includes a brief 
history of each breed, detailed 
descriptions of identifying charac-
teristics, and colorful photography 
of more than 128 birds that cele-
brate the birds’ quirky personalities 
and charming good looks. Includes: 
chickens, ducks, geese, turkeys, emus, 
guinea fowl, ostriches, partridges, 
peafowl, pheasants, quails, and 
swans. 277 pages.

$24.95
Now $18.71 — Save 25%

SAVE
25%

By Gail DaMerow

Storey’s Guide to  
Raising Chickens 4th Edition

Completely revised and rede-
signed, making Storey’s Guide 
to Raising Chickens full of more 
accessible and updated informa-
tive than ever. You’ll get the most 
up-to-date details on shelter, 
food, health care, eggs, chicks, 
and meat, and recent research 
into chicken behavior and com-

munication makes the sections on flock management truly 
authoritative. New color photos and illustrations provide 
more specificity and information about chicken breeds, 
anatomy, and health. 424 pages.  $24.95  Now $18.95

By caitlyn KeeGan

Country Life Coloring Book

The delightful rural images and 
timeless country sayings in the 
Country Life Coloring Book pro-
vide a distinctive take on the 
current coloring craze. These 
45 ready-to-color pages in-
clude a mixture of intricately 
hand-lettered phrases and 
charming scenes of farm life 
and outdoor beauty — includ-
ing chickens, honey bees on 
flowers, and barns. 45 pages. 
$12.95

SAVE
25%

By Don schriDer

Storey’s Guide to Raising Turkeys

Not only are turkeys an excellent source 
of succulent meat, rich eggs, and nutri-
ent-dense manure, but they are curious, 
social, and friendly as well: a perfect 
and profitable choice for many farm-
ers. Don Schrider brings his hands-on 
experience to this one-stop reference 
for humanely raising healthy turkeys. 
Here is everything you need to know to 
raise turkeys successfully, from selecting 
the right breeds to housing, feeding, 

breeding, health care, marketing, and much more. This all-
new edition of the best-selling classic covers a wide range 
of breeds, humane raising practices, pastured feeding meth-
ods, organic certification standards, and on-farm processing 
guidelines. 310 pages. $19.95

Visit: shop.iamcountryside.com  
for full table of contents of  
each issue.

2021 Backyard Poultry  
Back Issues

• Dec 2020/Jan 2021
• Feb/March 2021
• April/May 2021

      $5.99 each
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$19.95
Now $14.99 — Save 25%

By Gail DaMerow

Chicken Encyclopedia

New and indispensable for all chicken 
enthusiasts! Beginners and old pros alike 
will welcome Gail Damerow’s latest con-
tribution to the poultry world, Anything 
you want to know about chickens is ei-
ther included here or it’s probably not 
worth knowing. Not only a reference 
work, it’s interesting enough to read on 
its own, to get an education in chickenol-

ogy. Or enjoy flipping through it to pick up fascinating facts 
on every page. The full-color photos and illustrations are also 
superb, both educational and a pleasure to look at. 319 pages. 

Backyard Poultry Bookstore

By DaviD toht

40 Projects for Your  
Backyard Homestead

40 Projects for Building Your 
Backyard Homestead provides 
details on how to build more than 
40 projects to enhance readers’ 
sustainable living. Even if you are 
only moderately handy, you’ll 
discover the tools and techniques 
for building your own feeders, 
fences, and structures. In the pro-
cess, you’ll save money and have 
the satisfaction of doing it your-
self. 255 pages. $16.95

By Gail DaMerow

Hatching & Brooding  
Your Own Chicks

If you want to incubate, hatch, and 
brood chicks yourself, rather than buy-
ing them from a hatchery, this is the 
guide you need. Learn how to hatch 
healthy baby chickens, ducklings, gos-
lings, turkey poults, and guinea keets, 
addressing everything from selecting 
a breed and choosing the best incu-
bator to ensuring proper set-up and 
sanitary conditions, understanding 
embryo development, and feeding 

and caring for newborn chicks in a brooder. 240 pages.
$24.95

Now $16.25 — Save 35%

SAVE
35%

By FranK hyMan

Hentopia

More eggs, less work! And more 
enjoyment for both the chickens 
and their keeper! Hyman's in-
novative building projects are 
designed to save time and mon-
ey while keeping chickens safe, 
healthy, clean, and well fed. 
Featuring easy-to-follow instruc-
tions and colorful photos, the 
21 projects for the chicken yard 
range from creative doorways, 

nest boxes, fencing, and roosts to a predator-proof pen, a 
"Chunnel" chicken run, and a sturdy but inexpensive coop 
made from wooden pallets. 208 pages. $24.95

The Ultimate Guide to Preserving Vegetables

Angi Schneider guides you 
through the basics of each pres-
ervation method, then shares an 
A to Z guide to preserving com-
mon garden vegetables, from 
asparagus to zucchini and every-
thing in between. Each veggie’s 
chapter includes Angi’s growing 
tips, a reference chart, and at 
least one recipe for each pres-
ervation method starring that 
vegetable. Whether you want to 

become a more self-sufficient household, reduce food waste 
for a greener planet, or make the most of the fresh produce 
you have on hand, see how easy and fun it is to fill your 
pantry with preserved foods your family will be excited to 
eat. 320 pages. $25.00

By anGi schneiDer

SAVE
25%

Backyard Poultry Magazine 
Anthology For the Love of Poultry

If you missed the first year of 
Backyard Poultry here’s your sec-
ond chance. The complete collec-
tion of articles and photos from 
2006 is now a book! 307 pages 
featuring more than 30 writers. 
Enjoy reading as they share their 
knowledge, and be entertained. 
307 pages.

WOW — ONLY $3.99!

NEW!

50 DIY Projects for  
Keeping Chickens

Pokey Jr.
By BraD hauter

Get ready to jump into the world 
of chickens, one DIY project at a 
time. Owning and raising chickens 
doesn’t have to be an expensive 
hobby. With imagination, simple 
tools, and salvaged or bargain 

materials, you can make everything your flock needs for 
their health and safety. 168 pages. $19.99

NEW!

Titles:

2.50

Send to: BYP Bookstore, P.O. Box 1690, Greeley, CO 80632
Call 970-392-4419 • iamcountryside.com/shop

If you prefer not to cut your magazine, or if you need more room, please write your order on another piece of paper.
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By Janet GarMan, tiMBer creeK FarM

How to Raise  
Chickens for Meat

By Michelle Marine

If self-sufficiency and raising your 
own food is important to you, this 
book will help you pull together a 
complete farm-to-table experience. 
Divided into four easy-to-navigate 
sections, How to Raise Chickens for 
Meat is packed with practical infor-
mation. 176 pages. $16.99

Pokey Jr is a story about friendship and affection, growing up and growing older, power 
and purpose, loss and despair, failure and redemption and the impact of friendship … all 
told through the life of the handsome young rooster, Pokey Jr. Hatched on a little farm in the 
midwest, we follow Pokey Jr’s youthful adventures as he learns how to “rooster,” eventually 
challenging for the right to lead the flock. 134 pages. $13.99

NEW!
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$19.95
Now $14.99 — Save 25%

By Gail DaMerow

Chicken Encyclopedia

New and indispensable for all chicken 
enthusiasts! Beginners and old pros alike 
will welcome Gail Damerow’s latest con-
tribution to the poultry world, Anything 
you want to know about chickens is ei-
ther included here or it’s probably not 
worth knowing. Not only a reference 
work, it’s interesting enough to read on 
its own, to get an education in chickenol-

ogy. Or enjoy flipping through it to pick up fascinating facts 
on every page. The full-color photos and illustrations are also 
superb, both educational and a pleasure to look at. 319 pages. 

Backyard Poultry Bookstore

By DaviD toht

40 Projects for Your  
Backyard Homestead

40 Projects for Building Your 
Backyard Homestead provides 
details on how to build more than 
40 projects to enhance readers’ 
sustainable living. Even if you are 
only moderately handy, you’ll 
discover the tools and techniques 
for building your own feeders, 
fences, and structures. In the pro-
cess, you’ll save money and have 
the satisfaction of doing it your-
self. 255 pages. $16.95

By Gail DaMerow

Hatching & Brooding  
Your Own Chicks

If you want to incubate, hatch, and 
brood chicks yourself, rather than buy-
ing them from a hatchery, this is the 
guide you need. Learn how to hatch 
healthy baby chickens, ducklings, gos-
lings, turkey poults, and guinea keets, 
addressing everything from selecting 
a breed and choosing the best incu-
bator to ensuring proper set-up and 
sanitary conditions, understanding 
embryo development, and feeding 

and caring for newborn chicks in a brooder. 240 pages.
$24.95

Now $16.25 — Save 35%

SAVE
35%

By FranK hyMan

Hentopia

More eggs, less work! And more 
enjoyment for both the chickens 
and their keeper! Hyman's in-
novative building projects are 
designed to save time and mon-
ey while keeping chickens safe, 
healthy, clean, and well fed. 
Featuring easy-to-follow instruc-
tions and colorful photos, the 
21 projects for the chicken yard 
range from creative doorways, 

nest boxes, fencing, and roosts to a predator-proof pen, a 
"Chunnel" chicken run, and a sturdy but inexpensive coop 
made from wooden pallets. 208 pages. $24.95

The Ultimate Guide to Preserving Vegetables

Angi Schneider guides you 
through the basics of each pres-
ervation method, then shares an 
A to Z guide to preserving com-
mon garden vegetables, from 
asparagus to zucchini and every-
thing in between. Each veggie’s 
chapter includes Angi’s growing 
tips, a reference chart, and at 
least one recipe for each pres-
ervation method starring that 
vegetable. Whether you want to 

become a more self-sufficient household, reduce food waste 
for a greener planet, or make the most of the fresh produce 
you have on hand, see how easy and fun it is to fill your 
pantry with preserved foods your family will be excited to 
eat. 320 pages. $25.00

By anGi schneiDer

SAVE
25%

Backyard Poultry Magazine 
Anthology For the Love of Poultry

If you missed the first year of 
Backyard Poultry here’s your sec-
ond chance. The complete collec-
tion of articles and photos from 
2006 is now a book! 307 pages 
featuring more than 30 writers. 
Enjoy reading as they share their 
knowledge, and be entertained. 
307 pages.

WOW — ONLY $3.99!

NEW!

50 DIY Projects for  
Keeping Chickens

Pokey Jr.
By BraD hauter

Get ready to jump into the world 
of chickens, one DIY project at a 
time. Owning and raising chickens 
doesn’t have to be an expensive 
hobby. With imagination, simple 
tools, and salvaged or bargain 

materials, you can make everything your flock needs for 
their health and safety. 168 pages. $19.99
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How to Raise  
Chickens for Meat

By Michelle Marine

If self-sufficiency and raising your 
own food is important to you, this 
book will help you pull together a 
complete farm-to-table experience. 
Divided into four easy-to-navigate 
sections, How to Raise Chickens for 
Meat is packed with practical infor-
mation. 176 pages. $16.99

Pokey Jr is a story about friendship and affection, growing up and growing older, power 
and purpose, loss and despair, failure and redemption and the impact of friendship … all 
told through the life of the handsome young rooster, Pokey Jr. Hatched on a little farm in the 
midwest, we follow Pokey Jr’s youthful adventures as he learns how to “rooster,” eventually 
challenging for the right to lead the flock. 134 pages. $13.99
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coming events

The Coming Events listing is gathered and provided by poultryshowcentral.com.  
Add your show listing on their website or send to:  

Coming Events, Backyard Poultry, P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451, 
or email: editor@backyardpoultrymag.com.  

To be included in the Backyard Poultry magazine listing,  
event details must be sent 90 days in advance.

Due to the COVID-19 response, please confirm events are happening BEFORE attending. 

Poultry Show Central is working hard to stay updated, but changes are being made daily  
and these events may end up being cancelled.

ALASKA

July 30-August 8, 
2021 
Fairbanks, Alaska
Tanana Valley State Fair 
poultryshowcentral.com/
Tanana_Valley_State_Fair

ALBERTA 

July 23-August 1, 
2021  
Red Deer, Alberta
Canadian Heritage 
Breeds Poultry Show at 
K Days 
poultryshowcentral.com/ 
K_Days

July 29-31, 2021 
Vermillion, Alberta
Vermillion Fair Poultry 
Show 
poultryshowcentral.com/
Vermillion_Fair_ 
Poultry_Show 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 

July 30-August 1, 
2021  
Abbotsford, British 
Columbia
Abbotsford Agrifair 
Poultry Show 
poultryshowcentral.com/
Abbotsford_Agrifair_ 
Poultry_Show

CALIFORNIA

June 17-20, 2021 
Placerville, California
El Dorado County Fair 
poultryshowcentral.com/
El_Dorado_County_Fair

July 21-August 1, 
2021 
Paso Robles, California
California Mid-state 
Fair 
poultryshowcentral.com/
California_Midstate_Fair

July 29-August 1, 
2021 
Plymouth, California
Amador County Fair 
poultryshowcentral.com/
Amador_County_Fair

CONNECTICUT

June 13, 2021 
Haddam Neck, Con-
necticut
Connecticut Poultry 
Breeder's Society 
Spring Show  
poultryshowcentral.com/
Connecticut_Poultry_
Breeders

DELAWARE

July 22-31, 2021 
Harrington, Delaware
Delaware State Fair  
poultryshowcentral.com/
Delaware_State_Fair

ILLINOIS

June 18-26, 2021 
Oakwood, Illinois
Vermilion County Fair 
poultryshowcentral.com/
Vermilion_County_Fair 

INDIANA

June 5, 2021  
Kimmell, Indiana
Wolf's Swap Meet  
poultryshowcentral.com/
Wolfs_Swap_Meet

June 13, 2021 
Knox, Indiana
Golden Horseshoe  
Saddle Club Swap Meet      
poultryshowcentral.com/
Golden_Horseshoe_ 
Saddle_Club_Swap

June 19, 2021 
Shipshewana, Indiana
Shipshewana Swap 
Meet  
poultryshowcentral.com/
Newbury_Square_Swap_
Meet_Flea_Market 

June 25-July 4, 2021  
Indianapolis, Indiana
Marion County  
Agricultural Fair  
poultryshowcentral.com/
Marion_County_Fair

July 3, 2021 
Kimmell, Indiana
Wolf's Swap Meet  
poultryshowcentral.com/
Wolfs_Swap_Meet  

IOWA

June 5, 2021 
Aplington, Iowa
Central Iowa Livestock 
Exchange – Hillbilly 
Swap  
poultryshowcentral.com/
Central_Iowa_Livestock_
Exchange 

June 5, 2021 
Dubuque, Iowa
Tri-State Farmers  
Exchange  
poultryshowcentral.com/
Tri-State_Farmers_ 
Exchange

June 6, 2021 
Waukon, Iowa 
Northeast Iowa Bird 
and Animal Club 
Swap  
poultryshowcentral.com/
Northeast_Iowa_Bird_ 
Animal_Swap

June 12-13, 2021 
Waverly, Iowa
Waverly Iowa Exotic  
Bird and Animal 
Swap  
poultryshowcentral.com/
Waverly_Iowa_Exotic_
Bird_Animal_Swap 

July 25-31, 2021 
Waverly, Iowa
Bremer County Fair  
poultryshowcentral.com/
Bremer_County_Fair
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KENTUCKY 

June 14-19, 2021 
Shelbyville, Kentucky
Shelby Co. Fair & Horse 
Show  
poultryshowcentral.com/
Shelby_County_Fair

June 16-19, 2021 
Hardinsburg, Kentucky
Breckinridge County 
Fair  
poultryshowcentral.com/
Breckinridge_County_Fair 

LOUISIANA

June 25-26, 2021 
Deridder, Louisiana
Watermelon Classic 
Livestock Show
poultryshowcentral.com/
Watermelon_Classic_ 
Livestock_Show 

MARYLAND 

June 26, 2021   
Sharpsburg, Maryland
Maryland Poultry Swap 
& Farmers Market 
poultryshowcentral.com/
Maryland_Poultry_Swap 

MINNESOTA 

June 5, 2021 
New Ulm, Minnesota
New Ulm Bird & Small 
Animal Swap & Sale 
Days   
poultryshowcentral.com/
Brown_Co_Pigeon_ 
Poultry_Club_Swap

July 3, 2021 
New Ulm, Minnesota
New Ulm Bird & Small 
Animal Swap & Sale 
Days   
poultryshowcentral.com/
Brown_Co_Pigeon_ 
Poultry_Club_Swap

MISSOURI 

June 3-6, 2021 
Versailles, Missouri
Jacob's Cave Swapping 
Days
poultryshowcentral.com/
Jacobs_Cave_Swapping_
Days 

MONTANA 

July 23-August 7, 
2021  
Great Falls, Montana
Montana State Fair 
poultryshowcentral.com/
Montana_State_Fair

NEBRASKA 

June 19-20, 2021 
Fremont, Nebraska
Fremont Exotic Bird 
and Animal Auction 
poultryshowcentral.com/
Fremont_Exotic_Bird_and_
Animal_Auction

NEW JERSEY 

June 27, 2021 
Moorestown,  
New Jersey
Stars and Stripes  
Livestock Show    
poultryshowcentral.com/
Stars_and_Stripes.html 

July 31-August 1, 
2021 
Lambertville,  
New Jersey
Mercer County  
Invitational Show  
poultryshowcentral.com/
Mercer_County_4H_Fair_
Invitational_Poultry_Show

NEW YORK

June 6, 2021  
Syracuse, New York
Finger Lakes Feather 
Club Show  
poultryshowcentral.com/
Finger_Lakes_Feather_
Club_Show

NORTH DAKOTA

July 21-31, 2021 
Minot, North Dakota
North Dakota State 
Fair  
poultryshowcentral.com/ 
North_Dakota_State_Fair

OHIO 

June 12, 2021 
Canfield, Ohio
Buckeye Fancy Feather 
Club Poultry Show      
poultryshowcentral.com/
Buckeye_Fancy_ 
Feather_Club

June 12-13, 2021 
Lucasville, Ohio
Lucasville Trade Days 
poultryshowcentral.com/
Lucasville_Trade_Days 

June 19, 2021 
Marysville, Ohio
BLT Livestock Swap 
Meet  
poultryshowcentral.com/
BLT_Livestock_Auction 

June 26, 2021 
Rogers, Ohio
Rogers Community 
Poultry & Pigeon Show 
& Swap  
poultryshowcentral.com/
Rogers_Community_ 
Poultry_Pigeon_Show_
Swap

July 16-17, 2021 
Mt Hope, Ohio
Mid Ohio Swap Meet  
poultryshowcentral.com/
Mid_Ohio_Swap

July 28-August 8, 
2021 
Columbus, Ohio
Ohio State Fair  
poultryshowcentral.com/
Ohio_State_Fair

OKLAHOMA 

June 5, 2021 
Norman, Oklahoma
Canadian Valley Poultry 
Club Prospect Show  
poultryshowcentral.com/
Canadian_Valley_ 
Poultry_Club_Show 

ONTARIO

June 5, 2021 
Clinton, Ontario
Huron County Poultry 
Club Show  
poultryshowcentral.com/
Huron_County_Poultry_ 
Association

OREGON 

July 21-25, 2021 
Eugene, Oregon
Lane County Fair  
poultryshowcentral.com/
Lane_County_Fair

July 30-August 8, 
2021 
Myrtle Point, Oregon
Coos County Fair  
poultryshowcentral.com/
Coos_County_Fair

PENNSYLVANIA

July 23-August 1, 
2021  
York, Pennsylvania
York Fair  
poultryshowcentral.com/
York_Fair 

coming events
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July 24-31, 2021 
Lebanon, Pennsylvania
Lebanon Area Fair  
poultryshowcentral.com/Lebanon_
Area_Fair

July 29-August 7, 2021 
Dunbar, Pennsylvania
Fayette County Fair  
poultryshowcentral.com/Fayette_
County_Fair_PA

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 

June 5, 2021 
Murray River, Prince Edward 
Island
Red Isle Poultry Show  
poultryshowcentral.com/Red_Isle_
Poultry_Show

QUEBEC 

June 10-13, 2021 
Ormstown, Quebec
Expo Ormstown  
poultryshowcentral.com/Expo_ 
Ormstown

TENNESSEE

June 5, 2021  
Cleveland, Tennessee
Flock Swap  
poultryshowcentral.com/Flock_Swap 

July 19-24, 2021 
Newport, Tennessee
Cocke County A&I Fair 
poultryshowcentral.com/Cocke_
County_AI_Fair 

May 1, 2021 
Cleveland, Tennessee
Flock Swap 
poultryshowcentral.com/Flock_Swap 

TEXAS

June 12, 2021 
Gilmer, Texas
East Texas Poultry Trade Days
poultryshowcentral.com/East_ 
Texas_Poultry_Trades_Day 

VIRGINIA 

July 30-August 8, 2021 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 
Fredericksburg Agricultural 
Show  
poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Fredericksburg_Agricultural_Show

WASHINGTON 

July 21-24, 2021 
Longview, Washington
Cowlitz Co Fair  
poultryshowcentral.com/Cowlitz_ 
Co_Fair 

WISCONSIN 

June 5, 2021 
Galesville, Wisconsin
Coulee Region Poultry Club  
poultryshowcentral.com/Coulee_ 
Region_Poultry_Club

June 12, 2021 
Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin
West Central WI Pigeon and 
Poultry Club Summer Swap  
poultryshowcentral.com/West_ 
Central_WI_Pigeon_Poultry_Club_
Swap

June 19, 2021
Amherst, Wisconsin
PK Annual Fathers Day Swap 
poultryshowcentral.com/PK_ 
Annual_Fathers_Day_Swap 

July 31, 2021 
Wheeler, Wisconsin
RiceStonian Craft and Critter 
Swap 
poultryshowcentral.com/Ricestonian_
Animal_Swap

Order at: iamcountryside.com/shop  
or call: 970-392-4419.

Canvas Tote Bag
Backyard Poultry 
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breeder's directory

 
 
 

 BREEDERS DIRECTORY
Have birds for sale?  
Advertise in the Backyard Poultry Breeders Directory for less than $4.50 a month. Your ad will be seen by more 
than 50,000 poultry enthusiasts. Call 715-965-1234 to get your advertisement in!

ASSOCIATIONS

AMERICAN LONGTAILS

ADVERTISE 
TODAY!

E-mail: classifieds@
countrysidemag.com 

Call: 715-965-1234

AMERICAN EMU ASSOCIATION, 510 West 
Madison St.,  Ottawa,  IL 61350. 541-332-0675. 
<info@aea-emu.org> <www.aea-emu.org>

AMERAUCANA ALLIANCE: Membership includes 
Ameraucana Newsletters, registration on the Amer-
aucana Forum, a listing in the Ameraucana Directory 
and eligibility for club awards & exhibitor points.  First 
time members receive an Ameraucana Handbook.  
Dues are $10/year, $25 for 3 years (Newsletters 
Emailed) or $15 (Newsletters mailed). Ameraucana.
org Steve Neumann, 3000 Wedgewood Dr #2351, 
Pueblo, CO  81004.

Oregon
Breeder in southern OR. Sabrina Mejias, 831 Talent 
Ave. Talent, OR 97540. email: s.mejias1983@gmail.
com. Prices vary all standard colors.

Pennsylvania 
FREEDOM RANGER HATCHERY, INC, 187 N. Windy 
Mansion Rd., Reinholds, PA 17569. 717-336-4878, 
Fax:717-336-3711. <sales@freedomrangerhatchery.
com> <www.freedomrangerhatchery.com> Black & 
Red Freedom Ranger chickens and gray Kosher 
King broiler chicks. Non-GMO option.

Arkansas
LINEBARGER FARMS, Eddie Linebarger, PO 
Box 35, Scotland, AR 72141. 501-592-3317. 
<eddie.linebarger@gmail.com> Quail: Tennessee 
Red, Valley, Mountain, Gambel, and Blue Scale. 
Hatching Eggs available May-July. 

Indiana 
WOODSIDE AVIARY, James Kotterman, Peru, In-
diana. 765-985-2805. PHEASANT ENTHUSIASTS 
check this out! Displaying full color the Golden 
Pheasant, Ghigi Golden, Peach Golden, Lady Am-
herst, Silvers, Swinhoe, Elliots, Blue Eared, Brown 
Eared, and Temminck's Tragopans. NO CATALOG 
AVAILABLE. GIVE ME A CALL AND WE'LL TALK 
ABOUT THE BIRDS!

Massachusetts 
ANTONIO R. FERREIRA, JR, 49 Chestnut St, 
Seekonk, MA 02771. 401-465-1662. Northern Bob-
white Quail Eggs, 25/$50. Chukar Partridge Eggs, 
20/$50. Postpaid.

Minnesota 
OAKWOOD GAME FARM, INC., PO Box 
274, Princeton, MN 55371. 800-328-6647. 
<www.oakwoodgamefarm.com> Ringneck Pheasant 
eggs or one day old chicks. Available April thru July. 
Call or write for price list.

Wisconsin
Icelandic Chicken, 6885 Bartlett Rd, Iron River, WI 
54847. Long-time breeders and most trusted source, 
maintaining quality, genetic diversity, pure Icelandic 
landrace chickens in North America. www.icelandic-
chicken.com. Ph: 715-372-5255. email: davidwgrote@
cheqnet.net

Indiana 
MARIA'S JERSEY GIANTS, Since 1977. “Quality” 
Blue, Black, Splash Jersey Giant eggs, chicks, started 
birds, & adults www.mariasjerseygiants.com Cell: 
(502) 548-1075 (texting).

Tennessee 
CHICK-N-STUFF - Crump, TN. (mail: POB 87, 
Adamsville, TN 38310). 901-490-0022 or 731-607-
7324. LARGE FOWL ONLY: Blue/Black/Splash/White 
Jersey Giants, Buff/Light/Dark Brahma, SC & RC 
White Leghorn & EEs. Also Heritage Narragansett 
turkey. NPIP/APA/ALFA. Experienced shipper. See 
us on Facebook.

South Carolina 
Limestone Pigeon Farm, Inc. 1128 Deer Crossing 
Road, Orangesburg, SC, 29118. ph 803-534-4293. 
Beautiful Hubbell White Pigeons. $50/pr or $20/bird 
plus shipping.

California 
Amber Waves, Bearded Bantan Silkies, Norco, CA 
specializes in DNA Sexed Female Silkies, Males are 
free to good homes. NPIP, BBB A+ Rating, 5-Star 
Rated Breeder, Lifetime Support, Shipping weather 
permitting. Min of 2. https://buysilkiechicks.com 
ph 951-736-1076. Available Year-Round debbie@
amberwaves.info. Visitors by appt only.

Alabama 
VALLEY FARMS HATCHERY, Ryan Kelsey, PO Box 
2201, Muscle Shoals, AL, 35662. 256-314-2282. 
<www.valleyfarmshatchery.com> <sales@valleyfarm-
shatchery.com> Chickens, Bantams, Ducks, Geese, 
Turkeys, Guineas, and More! Hatching all breeds 
weekly. NPIP Certified. Hatching/Shipping weekly.

Colorado 
Waltz’s Ark Ranch http://www.naturalark.com/poultry.
html. Rare and heritage poultry, NPIP & AI clean. Sev-
eral Sussex varieties including exclusives, Swedish 
Flower Hen, Svart Hona, Augsberger, Isbar, Breda 
Fowl, Ixworth, & new breeds coming for 2021. All 
raised non-GMO/Organic. 

Florida 
GREENFIRE FARMS, www.greenfirefarms.com. 
Ultra-rare imported breeds: Ayam Cemani, Cream 
Legbar, Swedish Flower Hens, Bielefelder, Marans, 
Isbar, Barbezieux, Bresse, Sulmtaler, Spitzhauben, 
Olandsk Dwarf, Orust, Barnevelder, Merlerault, 
Niederrheiner, Marsh Daisy, Altsteirer, East Frisian 
Gull, Lyonaisse, Malines, Pavlovskaya, Queen Silvia, 
Swedish Black Hen, Sussex, Twentse, Lavender 
Wyandotte, Yamato Gunkei.

Missouri 
CACKLE HATCHERY®, PO Box 529, Lebanon, 
MO 65536. 417-532-4581. <cacklehatchery@
cacklehatchery.com> <www.cacklehatchery.com> 
84 years of hatching and shipping baby chicks. Over 
200 varieties.

New York 
Can Am Cluckers, John Hunter, 435 Cty RT 11,  
Gouverneur, NY 13642, ph 315-486-3486.  
canamfarm@yahoo.com. Dominque Bantams, Belts-
ville small white turkeys. Eggs and breeding stock 
available in season.

Pennsylvania 
J.R. Poultry & Gamebirds, 2240 Robert Fulton Hwy, 
Peach Bottom, PA 17563. ph 717-917-4573. Quail, 
Pheasants, Chukars, Turkeys, Chickens, Ducks, 
Jumbo Pekin, Mallard, Roven Khaki Campbell, Golden 
300, Duclair, Runners, Broilers. Live or processed. 
Call for Availablity of Adult Birds. 

California 
METZER FARMS, 26000K Old Stage Rd.,  
Gonzales, CA 93926. Year-round hatching.  
Nationwide shipping. Free catalog now, 800-424-
7755. <www.metzerfarms.com> Ducklings: Pekin,  
Rouen, Khaki Campbell, Golden 300 Egg Layer,  
White Layer, Blue Swedish, Buff, Cayuga, Mal-
lard, Welsh Harlequin, White Crested & Runners  
(Black, Chocolate, Blue, Fawn & White)  
Saxony: Silver, Appleyard, Goslings: Embden, White 
Chinese, Brown Chinese, Toulouse, Dewlap Toulouse, 
African, Buff Toulouse, Buff, Tufted Buff, Sebasto-
pol, Pilgrim, Roman Tufted. Ringneck pheasants,  
French Pearl guineas.

FREEDOM RANGER

GAME BIRDS

ICELANDIC

JERSEY GIANTS

LARGE FOWL

PIGEONS

SILKIES

VARIOUS

WATERFOWL

(Approval of an ad does not constitute an endorsement.)

www.sweetpdz.com

Order tOday!

Mail To:  
BYP Breeders/Classifieds,  

P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451 

E-mail: 
classifieds@countrysidemag.com 

Call: 715-965-1234

Breeders & Classifieds  
Advertising

August/September 2021  
Deadline: June 7, 2021

IInnffrraarreedd  RRaaddiiaanntt  HHeeaatt  

sweeterheater.com 
771155--665511--99775577  

CLASSIFIEDS

BEEKEEPING
MILLER BEE SUPPLY YOUR BEEKEEPING 
EXPERTS SINCE 1976!  Check us out for all your 
beekeeping needs. Whether you are just starting 
out or already have bees we are here to assist 
your needs. Call us Toll Free: 1-888-848-5184. 
496 Yellow Banks Road, North Wilkesboro, NC 
28659. Email:info@Millerbeesupply.com Website: 
www.millerbeesupply.com.

THE EGG CARTON STORE. Modern service 
and speed, old world quality and value. Over 40 
years of egg packaging and marketing expertise! 
Egg  Car tons  |  F i l l e r  F la t s  |  Beau t i -
fu l  Colored Cartons |  Poul t ry  Suppl ies 
Call for GREAT wholesale / pallet quantity pricing! 
866-333-1132. FREE SHIPPING on all cartons and 
filler flats. WWW.EGGCARTONSTORE.COM.

SOON Church/Government Uniting,Supressing 
“Religious Liberty,” Enforcing  “National Sun-
day Law.” Be Informed! Need mailing ad-
dress only. TBSM, Box 374, Ellijay, GA 30540.  
thebiblesaystruth@yahoo.com, 1-888-211-1715.

All American Pressure Canner, the only pressure 
canner that forms a metal to metal seal eliminating 
the need for lid gasket replacement. Offers large 
capacity canning to make pressure canning your 
meats, vegetables, and fruits easy. Easy Cleanup. 
800-251-8824. www.allamerican1930.com.

EGG CARTONS

FREE

POULTRY FEED POULTRY SUPPLIES

PRESERVING

WATER SYSTEMS

Visit:
backyardpoultry. 

iamcountryside.com
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Name: ___________________________________________Date: ___________________

Backyard Poultry June/July 2021

dutch swedish hookbill mallard rouen muscovy aylesbury silver saxony runner

magpie welsh orpington buff campbell khaki pekin harlequin appleyard cayuga

ancona

AAEFBISRUHJWSKINFCJBICAH

RDPNDDKBCKXFGZRIKAHKHUYX

BRHFFVUKNWHPMQOWZXGSWMLQ

SATQAFDTRZWRPTUWNMEHJDEW

QYNSUGWMAMJMFSEUNHKDBLSO

PEXLQDJKIIIYIPNPJNAVRXBR

CLYEEFKCXUBLUAKZFGSOUOUP

ZPVZTHIINLVLKPHXJQXNVIRI

DPRQTOKNMELXWYNMUSCOVYYN

FAKMQBDNREVXWWQHSLSVSAJG

DSXIEZUDBCDQVXMOCHBPQHIT

XBFDTAAPXPXTVRADUTCHSFYO

IELRPFMHRLUMABGDRENNURMN

CEPZVAUSPJWBGSPDOANCONAC

RGZCCCKICAYUGAIUZKBNTGEI

QJKBNDNDQYPYNZENQPOAGKOO

IUURGVQEVGFWTIBZDRALLAMF

KFDLVLBWRBJPFVUIFLQPSYBZ

FQVMVPHSWELSHZKQJQWRFGKE

FYSAXONYXKHXITTEEIJDTANB

PQUWIIMDILLCWZIOLLIBKOOH

KWCRTWSFQRXQEMGMQURMIYPF

MYANIKEPJATEISIGHSVAKEEX

BDGAEKLLSPDGPEXKXVIAHKAW

Name: ___________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Backyard Poultry June/July 2021

dutch  swedish  hookbill  mallard  rouen  muscovy  aylesbury  silver  saxony  runner

magpie  welsh  orpington  buff  campbell  khaki  pekin  harlequin  appleyard  cayuga

ancona

A A E F B I S R U H J W S K I N F C J B I C A H

R D P N D D K B C K X F G Z R I K A H K H U Y X

B R H F F V U K N W H P M Q O W Z X G S W M L Q

S A T Q A F D T R Z W R P T U W N M E H J D E W

Q Y N S U G W M A M J M F S E U N H K D B L S O

P E X L Q D J K I I I Y I P N P J N A V R X B R

C L Y E E F K C X U B L U A K Z F G S O U O U P

Z P V Z T H I I N L V L K P H X J Q X N V I R I

D P R Q T O K N M E L X W Y N M U S C O V Y Y N

F A K M Q B D N R E V X W W Q H S L S V S A J G

D S X I E Z U D B C D Q V X M O C H B P Q H I T

X B F D T A A P X P X T V R A D U T C H S F Y O

I E L R P F M H R L U M A B G D R E N N U R M N

C E P Z V A U S P J W B G S P D O A N C O N A C

R G Z C C C K I C A Y U G A I U Z K B N T G E I

Q J K B N D N D Q Y P Y N Z E N Q P O A G K O O

I U U R G V Q E V G F W T I B Z D R A L L A M F

K F D L V L B W R B J P F V U I F L Q P S Y B Z

F Q V M V P H S W E L S H Z K Q J Q W R F G K E

F Y S A X O N Y X K H X I T T E E I J D T A N B

P Q U W I I M D I L L C W Z I O L L I B K O O H

K W C R T W S F Q R X Q E M G M Q U R M I Y P F

M Y A N I K E P J A T E I S I G H S V A K E E X

B D G A E K L L S P D G P E X K X V I A H K A W

Answer Key

Find These Words

just for fun

dutch
swedish
hookbill
mallard
rouen

muscovy
aylesbury

silver
saxony
runner
magpie
welsh

orpington
buff

campbell
khaki
pekin

harlequin
appleyard

cayuga
ancona
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Show us your art skills by coloring this bird.
Once you're done, snap a picture and send it to us via email at editor@backyardpoultrymag.com

or via snail mail at Backyard Poultry, Attn: Coloring Pages, P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451.
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11 12109

13

5 6 7 8

1 2 3 4

1. By Ava Spring, age 12, Massachusetts  |  2. By Crosby Deffner, age 6, Wisconsin   

3. By Emma Sowaske Simansminer, Wisconsin

4. By Jaxson Sowaske Simansminer, Wisconsin  |  5. By Jude, age 7, New Hampshire

6. By Kealani Aricayos, age 9, Colorado  |  7. By Nahla Davis, age 5, California 

8. By Quinn, age 9, New Hampshire  |  9. By Rita Rathmel, Missouri  

10. By Ruetta Sullivan, age 80, Montana  |  11. By Timothy Stoltzfus, age 9, Pennsylvania

12. By Valentina Hoppe, age 9, Montana  |  13. By Violet Kizlinski, age 8, Rhode Island

just for fun






