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from the

editor
“Natural” Doesn’t
Mean “Foolproof”
Naturally dyed
eggs looked easy.
But the method
isn’t foolproof,
and I proved
to be the fool.
I had two
problems.
First, all my
eggs came from
Marissa Ames
brown-layers.
Editor
Second, I thought
I was smart. I
didn’t need to read all the directions,
as it seemed fairly simple. Boil the
plant-based ingredient, soak the eggs,
let them dry ... right?
The color barely showed on the
shells. This didn’t surprise me; this was
before I kept Leghorns and Fayoumis,
with their pristine matte, white eggshells. Any color that adhered to the
glossy brown shells slid right off when
I handled the eggs.
That smooth brown protoporphyrin
layer was the problem. I remembered
how, with cheap dollar store kits, we
dropped dye tablets into vinegar. That
vinegar must be the key to removing
that layer. So, I tried it.
Vinegar removed the smoothness …
then the entire brown layer. Maybe I
was getting somewhere. Surely, the
color would stay now.
At this point, I had two more
problems: First, I was a young mother
working two jobs. Second, I had a short
attention span, and the thrill was gone.

I got distracted and walked away while
soaking the eggs a bit longer in vinegar,
hoping it would lock color into the
under-shells.
They dissolved. Maybe I should have
taken the eggs from the vinegar before
going to bed.
If you’re still reading this and not
laughing too hard at my experience, I
have some advice for you: Don’t follow
my advice. Read Cappy Tosetti’s story
on page 32 and perhaps use white eggs,
if you have them. And only use one
tablespoon vinegar per cup.
We have dedicated this issue of
Backyard Poultry to Easter, springtime,
the vernal equinox, and the hope that
blooms as weather warms. From a story
about an artist using a rotary tool to
intricately carve art into eggshells to
fresco artists painting a church mural
with egg tempura, we invite you to be
inspired. Contributor Tamsin Cooper
answers a question many of us have
asked: “Why do my chickens lay
THERE, when they have a perfectly
good nesting box?” And Dorothy Rieke
writes about how her grandparents sold
eggs and chickens to keep from losing
the farm during the Great Depression.
Baby poultry steal the spotlight
during this season, so we have stories
on chicks, poults, keets, and even raising rheas. We even have two stories on
health hazards and how to avoid them.
Enjoy the warming weather, budding
trees, blooming flowers, and this issue
of Backyard Poultry! And if you’re
dying eggs … don’t leave them in the
vinegar too long.

On The Cover
“Mocha is a Chocolate English Orpington and is
one of my sweetest and most fluffy hens ever!”
Photo by Heather Orth
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flock community

Holistic Hens
I am Ashley Chandran of Chandran Gallery
(a contemporary fine art program in San Francisco —
100% female-owned and run, I am proud to say). And of
rob + rose Family Homestead & Flower Farm, named after our two
littles: Robert Lake and Rosemary Pearl.
BY ASHLEY CHANDRAN
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M

Y STORY AS A HOMESTEADER AND FLOCK
owner has just begun. Every step in this journey
brings joy, beauty, improves my land, gives a small
community food, and inspires my children to understand that
humans, animals, and plants depend on one another. My
journey encourages growth across media platforms to the
poultry and homesteading community that is especially
vibrant in these difficult times. These days, it is invaluable
to grow things from “nothing’” on your property. This effort
uplifts your spirit, feeds your body, and can generate income.
To have a flock is to take part in something truly
revolutionary in these times. All around us, we see the
chaotic deterioration of our planet. I feel terrible watching
people lose their lives and their homes. I’m saddened by
the endless stream of toxic waste introduced into our lands,
seas, and air, eliminating hundreds of species every day, all
due to human behavior. I remember being pregnant with
my children thinking of the world I was bringing them into.
I decided to take steps every day to be a part of different,
counter-current energy that nurtures this planet instead of
draining it. Perhaps with my children and you all together,
we can all inspire more to join us and heal our souls and our
Earth for generations to come.
You do not have to be a master homesteader/flock owner to
be a positive change force. Take it from me — just by simply
having a flock or a garden and applying yourself daily to
nurturing your lands and animals, you have fundamentally

1
1. A Work in Progress — Our flock moved into our newly built
coop on a hill but there is much more to develop.
2. Taking the Frizzle chicks to our fruit orchard and perennial
medicinal meadow designed by Homestead Design Collective.
Previous page: Alchemist Farm Silverudd’s Blue, “Sage.”
Alchemist Farm is an eco-forward hatchery and the birds’
temperaments (especially their roosters) are exceptional. Francesca
teaches me to turn my homestead into an eco-positive direction. I
highly recommend them to anyone starting a flock.

2
changed your relationship with the Earth and have become a
part of the positive force armed with infinite possibilities.
Chickens are miraculous animals. They decrease our
waste, cut costs on food and fertilizers, maintain an organic
loop, and provide pest control and weed control. What’s
more, chickens are a joy to raise. My children have learned to
respect animals and care for them and have realized already
at two and four years old that animals and plants thrive and
give gifts. This notion of co-dependent nurture is something
I cannot imagine to be more important to teach our children
than now.
The act of offering your animals the plants you raised
has a spiritual, opening effect on your heart. I find this to
be immensely therapeutic on my stressed soul, burdened by
today’s chaos. The offering I make to my flock is not only
for them but also for the Earth. I am proud to be “a garden
warrior” who believes in the revolutionary power contained
in homesteading and raising a simple flock. By doing these
things, we change the flow of our spirit to creation rather
than consumption. We naturally become better people for the
Earth and agents of change to combat the climate crisis.
I open my journey to becoming a no-waste homestead and
flower farm with a grateful heart, raising holistic hens on
herbs, medicinals, flowers, sunshine, and love to all of you.
Just by having a couple of birds, you have already made a
positive difference that should be honored and celebrated.
We are all on this lovely path together, and I cannot wait to
see what we make of it.

BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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Buff Polish have
always been my
dream chicken —
I am a Mother
of Polish, so to
speak. Pineapple,
aptly named by
our four-year-old
son, scratched
my hand trying
to balance but
that is part of the
beauty of tending
to a flock.
1

1. Skygirl Farm Ameraucana chick and speckled fibro Easter Egger project
bird on burnt wood, poetically reminding me to maintain inner peace when
the world seems like it is burning.
2. Offering an echinacea bloom to a sleepy Frizzle Tolbunt Polish chick
brings me peace.
3. My little chicken lover, Rosemary Pearl, with Sage on a basket of
medicinals from the kitchen garden. I believe developing a connection
between my kids and the animals that help us thrive is key to making a
better world for future generations.
4. Sitting down to bundle tulsi basil for the flock, save strawflower seeds for
the next season, and harvest everlasting blooms for dried arrangements.
These two pullets of mine love to hang, whether in the living room with my
family or while I am working out in the garden.
5. Alchemist Farm Silkie chick on organic chive blooms, dwarf creeping
oregano, gem marigolds, purple and white sages, dahlias, and more herbs
coating the bottom of the basket. For me, showering them with herbs and
medicinals keeps them in their best shape for your family.
6. This freshly hatched chick laid on its back exhausted from the hatch
and looked up, imprinting on me. Hatching chicks with my children was an
incredibly raw experience but so sweet at the same time and taught them a
lot about our co-dependence with animals.

12
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2

5

3

6
FOLLOW THE FLOCK:
Facebook:
rob + rose Family Homestead & Flower Farm
@robandrosefamilyhomestead
Instagram:
@holistichens
@ashleychandran
@chandrangallery
#thefloralflock (Sat.&Sun. features) co-hosted with
@drakon.farm, bringing floral beauty to the flock.
4

#holistichens (Sun. features) cost-effective ways to
use the plants to increase the health of your flock.

BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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Do You Have Something
to Crow About?
We want to hear from you. Send questions, comments, opinions, advice,
coming events, etc. to: Backyard Poultry Editor, P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451
or email editor@backyardpoultrymag.com.

Recycled Chicken Tunnel
Someone gave me a piece of scrap
fence, 10' x 6', not enough fence to make
a circle or a square for a chick run, so I
bent it over and made a chicken tunnel,
a chunnel.
Gerald Strong
Hi Gerald,
I'm a huge fan of upcycling, and I
love what you've done with this piece of
fencing. Thanks for sharing!
Marissa

Special Hen
I always knew that Dorothy was a special hen, but it wasn't until she
died that I realized just how exceptional she was. Dorothy was a glorious
Rhode Island Red, and even though she was the biggest of the whole flock,
she was the gentlest. When we first brought Dorothy and her three sisters
home at the age of one and a half, she had come from a difficult life. Her
sisters died within the first few years, but Dorothy lived to the ripe old
age of six and a half, and during that time, faithfully laid the biggest, most
beautiful eggs. One of her favorite things to do was to sit on someone’s
lap and have conversations with them. She had a sweet voice. Dorothy
recovered from two different bouts of bumblefoot, an ailment many
chickens don't survive even once. Dorothy was also one of our most clever
hens — when she thought she wasn't getting enough attention, she would
“fall sick.” After getting everyone worried over her and caring for her, she
would suddenly “recover” and act as nothing had ever happened! Two of
her very favorite things were her devoted love of sunflower seeds and having her picture taken. As soon as she heard the camera click, she’d move to
a different pose! I write all of this to say that sweet Dorothy was one of the
best hens I've ever had, and it was a privilege getting to love her!
Elsa Perry, Wyoming

Lunar New Year
I love that you included the Lunar New Year in your editorial.
— Valerie Grimes
14
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Egg Inside a Jumbo Egg
I opened my jumbo boiled egg today.
Inside was a perfect little egg, like a
quail egg! I was utterly astonished and
could not believe my eyes; it took a
few seconds to sink in. I knew this was
special, so I ran for my phone camera.
I thought this would be too good not to
share. The photos were taken in Playa
Del Coco, Guanacaste, Costa Rica.
Deborah A. Frenette, CH, Rev

SubscriberOnly
Giveaway
Enter online for a
chance to win a
Backyard Poultry tote!
One random winner
chosen each issue
during 2021.
Winners will be contacted via email for current
shipping addresses. If you don’t win, your entry
remains in the contest to be considered again!

backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/
giveaways/subscribers-only
Our February/March winner is Dianne Hogsed!

Chicken Flower
I thought about using a white poinsettia on
my homemade Christmas cards, but instead,
I drew this “chicken flower.” It is seven hens
pecking corn from a green bowl.
Carol James, Tennessee
BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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Flocks to

Follow

FOLLOW ALONG
with our small flock
journey on Instagram:
@backyardpoultrymag
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#backyardpoultrymag
and you could be featured in our next issue!
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@our_little_acre
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ask the expert

Expert
ASK THE

ASK OUR POULTRY EXPERTS
ABOUT YOUR FLOCK’S HEALTH, FEED,
PRODUCTION, HOUSING, AND MORE!

HENS NOT LAYING
I have some Cream Legbar pullets that are seven
months old and haven’t started laying. (December
2020)
Cindy Brawley
Hi Cindy,
Don’t worry. Your chickens are right on schedule. Cream
Legbars are autosexing purebreds, not hybrids, so they start
laying a little later … up to 36 weeks (nine months). Though
28-30 weeks is closer to average, which means your pullets
should start laying within the next few weeks. However, with
it being the shortest day of the year, that’s also a factor. When
daylight wanes to less than 14 hours a day, lay frequency
drops. You can mitigate this by installing a light in the coop,
on a timer, and turn it off at 9 p.m. But there’s nothing problematic going on, so you can relax and wait for that first egg.
Marissa

Marissa Ames Ron Kean
Editor
Backyard Poultry magazine

Extension Poultry Specialist
University of Wisconsin-Madison

REGROWING FEATHERS
I have a sex-link hen that
is regrowing feathers
after a molt. Her tail
feathers are growing
back in a manner I've
never seen before.
Attached is a picture of
her tail. Is this normal?
Thanks for any help. Your
magazine is always full of
useful information, and
I learn something new
every issue.
Sincerely,
M. Booth, California
Yes, that looks normal. That keratin sheath protects the
feathers as they grow out and then will flake off and look like
dandruff. It seems her feathers are growing quickly (not a
bad thing!), so you see more of the sheath before it flakes off.
Marissa

CHICKEN BREEDS FOR TEXAS
I am looking to get started with some chickens. Can
you recommend a breed for eastern Texas?
James Cotton
Hi James,
If you ask any chicken owner which breed you should
raise, you will probably get a hundred answers! (My all-time
favorite breed are Delawares!) So, ask yourself some
questions to narrow down choices. Do you want gentle chickens that are good with children? Orpingtons, Australorps,
and Brahmas are sweet and cuddly. For massive quantities of
eggs and a breed that isn’t flighty, you can’t beat sex-links!
Italian breeds like Leghorns can out-lay sex-links but aren’t
social with humans, so you may need a closed coop/run.
Want colored eggs? Choose Easter Eggers, Ameraucanas, or
Legbars, or some of the newer Olive Eggers, Prairie Bluebell
Eggers, or Starlight Green Eggers. Marans lay the darkest
chocolate eggs, and pastry chefs prize their extra-creamy
yolks. To conserve a heritage breed, look at the Livestock
Conservancy priority list, then use their search tool to find
breeders in your area: livestockconservancy.org. You can
also search through our online Breed Profiles for fine-tuned
descriptions of each breed. Living in East Texas, you're close
to some outstanding hatcheries and individual breeders.
Good luck with your decision and your future flock!
Marissa

ALL-ACCESS MEMBERS can read hundreds of health questions and answers online and submit their questions
directly to our experts through LIVE CHAT: backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/ask-the-expert/connect
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Hi Barbara,
Rapid nail growth is usually a sign
of good health since nails are made of
the same keratin (protein) as feathers.
Chickens can’t grow good feathers
and healthy nails without a good diet.
Often, they trim their nails naturally by
scratching in the dirt, but if you have
a soft floor to your run, she may be
unable to keep hers short. Eventually,
especially with that curved-back toe,
the nails are so long they can’t wear
down normally. No worries! Here is a
great story about trimming the nails,
including finding the quick and what to
do if you accidentally trim too far up.

WHITE EARLOBES
Hello,
I love the magazine! I need help.
Two of my chickens have developed white earlobes. Attached is
a picture of one of them. Is this
normal? If not, what is it, and what
should I do?
Karen Pawling
Hi Karen,
That’s very normal. It’s one way to
determine what color eggs your chicken
will lay. White earlobes = white eggs.
Leghorns, Minorcas, Spanish, and other
Mediterranean breeds are known for
their white earlobes and white eggs.
Your Leghorn looks great!
Marissa

backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/
feed-health/how-to-trim-chicken-beaksclaws-and-spurs/
Marissa

LONG TOENAILS

EGG LAYING

I recently discovered extremely
long toenails on my Whiting True
Blue. You can see one on her back
foot is so long it’s curved. She’s
about three years old, free-ranges
with 30 other chickens, and is in
good health. Any ideas on what
causes rapid nail growth? Can I trim
them? Thank you for your help!
Barbara Goble, Washington

I am curious why my four hens
always lay their eggs in the sack of
hay hanging in the coop corner instead of their clean nesting houses.
Sandy
Hi Sandy,
Great question! Our contributor Tamsin Cooper, who studies chicken wel-

Finally, results
you can see!
POULTRY
NUTRI-DRENCH®
FAST Nutrient
Boost for Your
Poultry.
Backed by 20 years
of research, field trials
and 2 U.S. Patents.
“Nutri-Drench is the only nutrition used outside
the feed. It takes the stress out. It gives birds a
better start. It helps the immune system plus it
helps with shipping.”
Lonnie Osman,
L & S Farms, AR

•Stimulates Appetite
•Strengthens Newborns
•Quickly Restores the Immune System
Contains only
Natural Nutritional Ingredients.

Bov
2.25
Bac
Mar
doc
3/3/
4 co

1-800-658-4016 www.bovidr.com
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ask the expert

fare and behavior, says this about nest choice. (The full
story is on page 36 in this issue of Backyard Poultry.)
“Let’s look at what the hens’ choices of nest have
in common. They tend to be secluded, often enclosed
overhead and behind, but with visibility ahead. This
enables the hen to hide from potential predators but
still be able to spot them approaching. It also avoids
disturbance from other flock members. Think of the
thick bushes and boxes that hens often choose. Nests
are often raised, giving a vantage point. This will
help the hen spot the approach of a predator or other
disturbance. Think of the nests that you find in hay or
straw bales.
“Hens prefer to lay communally. So, when one hen
finds a good nest, the others will form a line and await
their turn. A waiting hen may even try to muscle in and
lay beside the current occupier. In this way, the hens
quickly build up a clutch of eggs. In the wild, this is
advantageous, as there are quickly enough eggs to set.
If it takes a long time to build up a clutch, predators
get more time to find and pilfer the nest. As the flock
members are normally related in the wild, a broody
hen is happy to sit on her relatives’ eggs as well as her
own. When she starts to brood, other hens will often
lay beside her, and she will take their eggs in.”
I hope Tamsin’s explanation helps. When we want
to dismiss behavior as chickens being frustrating or
irrational or just trying to confuse us, I love when
science intervenes and explains chicken behavior. Your
choice would be to decide if the sack of hay is good
enough … or if you need to close it off and remove it,
so they can use the nesting boxes.
Marissa

Thanks! All interesting to know. They do all that
you say they do … wait their turn or sometimes join
another. Their nests are enclosed on three sides but low
to the ground. The sack of hay is high where they can
hide or have a surround-view! They are outside all day
and are ready for bed when I take them a treat at 5:30
pm. Henry and Henrietta, parents of Charlie, Sofia,
Penny, and Charlotte! I found Henrietta sitting on 20
eggs last April under the ferns. (I kept wondering why
she went in there and then never saw her come out.)
We took 10 eggs and left her with 10. Seven hatched.
My only regret is that I haven’t kept a diary as it
seems that I learn something new each day. Now I
watch each evening to see who they choose to roost
with. How could I have been so lucky to have them for
my friends while in isolation during COVID!
Sandy

ASK THE EXPERT CHAT!
All-Access Members can receive prompt
answers via our chat function.
Call 970-392-4419 to upgrade or renew your
membership online:
backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/renewal
VACCINATIONS AND MEDICATED
CHICK STARTER
Doug: We are getting ready to receive some day-old chicks.
Because of the availability of specific breeds that I want, I
have ordered from two different hatcheries. One vaccinates
for both coccidiosis and Marek's. The other for only Marek's.
I planned to have all of them in the same brooder. So, should
I use medicated feed? Will the meds have a negative effect
on the coccidiosis vaccine? If I keep them separate, I would
probably feed the one group med feed and the one with both
vaccines non-med feed. If I do, how long before I can put them
together, and then which feed?
Marissa (expert): Hi Doug, great question! Let's address
vaccines first. The vaccination protects against the most
common Eimeria coccidia strains. There are more strains
than that, but these are the ones you're most likely to come
in contact with. Also, as we know from human vaccinations,
they're mostly effective but not 100% guaranteed. But they DO
provide long-lasting protection beyond the chick stage.
Feeding medicated feed will, indeed, nullify the vaccine.
Medicated feed is most important during the first six weeks
of life when coccidia can kill a chick fast. After that, you can
switch to a non-medicated grower or keep them on medicated
until point of lay, and a lot depends on the environment. Do
you keep bedding clean? Are they pooing in their food? Is
there any chance wild birds can poo in their area? Will they
be around older chickens that have grown immune to those
strains but can still carry them and pass them to the younger
birds?
It will not hurt your vaccinated chicks to feed them medicated feed, but they will no longer be vaccinated if you do. So
you would raise them as you would your other chicks, following the same safety rules. If you don’t have enough space or
time to manage two brooders, this isn’t a horrible option.
Doug: If I choose to feed them all med feed, how long before
switching to non-med feed? One surely doesn't feed meds their
whole life?
Marissa: No. Since your chickens can eventually gain
immunity to the coccidia in your area, this is the ultimate goal
so they can stay healthy naturally.

I would switch to a non-medicated
laying feed around 16-18 weeks, but
keep an eye on their poos. If they
suddenly get meaty-looking poos or
have blood in their stools, they will
need a stronger intervention like Corid.
Remember that a chicken-owning
friend can carry over a different strain
from their flock on the bottoms of their
shoes.
Doug: Okay. Perfect. Is it recommended to use vinegar with the med feed?
I would presume no vinegar on the
vaccinated if keeping separate.
Marissa: Despite what people want
to believe and the home remedies they
cherish, apple cider vinegar has been
proven NOT effective at preventing
coccidia. Dr. Brigid McCrea with
Auburn State University confirmed that
with me.
It does provide some probiotics, but
you can also provide those probiotics
in other ways. Either way, it won't be
beneficial or detrimental to your efforts
regarding coccidia.
Doug: Good. I didn't want to use it
anyway. Do most starter feeds have
probiotics in them? If not, what would
be good products to use for enhancing
gut health?
Marissa: Rooster Booster® and Poultry
Nutri-Drench® are amazing for adding water-soluble vitamins for overall
health. A little yogurt helps (feeding
Greek yogurt means less lactose that
can cause digestive upsets). Some
people ferment their chicken food to
boost probiotics. And you can buy
probiotic powder made for chickens.
Most starter feeds do NOT have
probiotics in them, so you would
supplement those on the side as a treat.
Doug: Sounds good. I don't want to
keep you, but one more? What is the
average amount of feed I can expect
chicks to eat, per head, for the first
month? These are layer and layer/meat
breeds.
Marissa: No worries about keeping
me. That's why I'm here. And that's a

very subjective question. If you only
have five egg-breed chicks and feed
them in a way that doesn't waste food,
a 25lb bag of starter could easily last
you six to eight weeks. For five meat
chicks, probably ¼ of that time.
Also, it's better to over-buy because
if they soil the feed at all, it needs to be
thrown out.
I used to buy for “Chick Days,”
where you get five free chicks per 25lb
bag of food purchased. I only bought
egg and dual-purpose breeds … and
that food lasted me until I could
introduce them to the rest of the flock.
Doug: You have been a huge help.
Thank you. I may very well have more
questions. It's good to know I have a
place I can ask them. Have a great day.

FEEDING CHICKEN
TO CHICKENS
Kathryn: I have questions about
feeding chicken to chickens. I used to
feed my Nevada chickens chicken and
turkey, and they loved it. But my son
says, “Mom, you're turning them into
cannibals!”
Marissa: Hi, Kathryn. Most people
opposed to chickens eating chicken are
either pushing their human morals onto
the birds or are concerned about prions:
the same infectious agent that caused
mad cow disease when British farmers
fed sick cattle’s meat to healthy cows
to increase protein. This resulted in the
deaths of a whole lot of cattle and 170
people. Regarding morals: I think some
people who have never owned chickens are shocked when they learn about
a chicken’s moral compass. (Spoiler
alert: they don’t have one.) Chickens
don’t care if they’re eating chicken; it’s
the humans that care if the chickens are
eating chicken. As long as you cook
the chicken first, you’re not promoting
cannibalism because then chickens
don’t associate the meat with live birds
living in their coop. And regarding
that infectious agent: scientists are still
learning about the prion, but SO FAR,
prions have not become a problem with

poultry. So even though the USDA is
careful and commercial hens are often
fed a vegetarian diet to quell some of
those fears, the chances of passing a
prion disease by feeding chicken to
chickens are so small they are almost
nonexistent. (And scientists are also
learning that prions don’t always work
that way. But that’s a whole different
argument.) I would say that, if your
family is fine with the human morals
of feeding chicken to chickens, you are
safe as long as it’s cooked correctly.
Kathryn: Fascinating! “No moral compass!” It has never bothered me, but it
freaks out my son. Thanks so much.
SEND IN YOUR QUESTIONS
via email
editor@backyardpoultrymag.com
or snail-mail to
P.O. Box 566 Medford, WI 54451.

NEW

ChickSafe Eco and Advance
automatic coop door openers…
protect your birds when you can’t

Prices from $99.99
µ Brinsea have re-designed the coop door opener
from scratch. The NEW ChickSafe Eco and
Advance patented designs have only one moving
part and no mechanical switches for the ultimate
rugged reliability and ease of use.
µ A tough two-piece alloy door
is also available.

Visit www.brinsea.com
or call 1 888 667 7009 for details
Brinsea Products – bringing innovation
to chicken keepers for over 40 years!
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We adopted our boy at six months old. He is our
miracle and dream come true. I thought this shot of
him was too cute not to share. We have 13 backyard
chickens and Lyle loves them all! — Cara Barbour
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Odie (aka Be
tty) is one of
last spring's
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newest
r diverse flock
! Cochins are
one of my ab
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e breeds and
just one of th
buff is
e many color
variations!
— Heather Or
th, Wisconsin

Clearly my girls (Luna: Cre
am Legbar, Tippy: Buff Orp
ington,
Paisley: Speckled Sussex)
haven’t gotten the hang of
social
distancing! — Andie CohenHealy, California
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This is Gladys the chicken. She loves
to take photo shoots! — Evie Richmond,
Louisiana

MESSAGE US ON FACEBOOK: FACEBOOK.COM/BACKYARDPOULTRY
MAIL YOUR ENTRY TO: BACKYARD POULTRY, P.O. BOX 566, MEDFORD, WI 54451
To have your photos returned, please
include a self-addressed stamped envelope.
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from the kitchen

BAKE FOR ONE OR MANY
That’s the beauty of shirred eggs. You
can bake individual shirred eggs or eggs
for a crowd. Count on two eggs, two
tablespoons of cream, and one tablespoon or so of cheese per person.

shirred eggs
I

BY RITA HEIKENFELD

T WAS A QUESTION THAT jolted
me back to my culinary past. Had
I ever made shirred eggs? Yes, but
back a decade or so ago. A colleague
was talking about shirred eggs on her
morning radio show when a caller had
inquired about them. “Shirred eggs —
heck, those are just baked eggs, jazzed
up with a little cream and cheese,” she
said. That afternoon, I made shirred
eggs for lunch in my mother’s custard
cups. They were that easy.
And I’m delighted to put shirred eggs
back in my meal rotation.
Shirred eggs have a somewhat storied
past. They originated in France, and the
name refers to the flat-bottomed dish
the eggs are baked in. They were all the
rage during Victorian times. Julia Child
revived interest during her famous
cooking shows. “An egg is your best
friend,” she said. No argument there!
The little dish or ramekin is called
a cocotte. Several years ago, when we
were in France, we enjoyed oeufs en
cocotte: baked eggs with cream and
cheese. What’s simpler than that?
For those of us blessed with fresh
eggs every day, trying new egg dishes
24
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like shirred eggs is fun and makes for
variety in meal planning.
Shirred eggs are easy enough to fix
for a quick breakfast, fancy enough for
casual entertaining, and filling enough
for a hearty supper.
Here’s some basic information and
a master recipe you can take in any
direction you like!
FIVE INGREDIENTS
Butter, eggs, cream, cheese, and
seasonings. (Vary these to suit yourself. See my substitutions in the master
recipe.)
GOOD ADD-INS
Greens, shredded potatoes, shallots,
and mushrooms, can be sauteed ahead
of time then placed on the bottom of
the baking dish before adding eggs. You
can sprinkle these on top right before
serving:
•
•
•
•
•

fried bacon
diced ham
herbs
seasonal vegetables
hot sauce

PROPER VESSELS
Just about anything ovenproof (and
sometimes broiler-proof) works. Ramekins, gratin dishes, shallow casseroles,
custard cups, and ovenproof mugs all
work well. Adjust the number of eggs
and the amount of cream and cheese to
fit the baking dish.
Muffin tins are excellent for shirred
eggs for a crowd. Line the tins with foil
muffin liners for easy removal.
Now, are you ready to make shirred
eggs? Let’s go!

MASTER RECIPE
SHIRRED EGGS
Serves 4

Classic shirred eggs include cream
and cheese. See my substitutes
at the end of this recipe.
INGREDIENTS
softened butter
8 eggs
8 tablespoons heavy cream
salt and freshly ground black
pepper to taste
½ cup finely shredded
favorite cheese
4 ramekins or ovenproof
custard cups
INSTRUCTIONS
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.
2. Brush softened butter on the bottom
and up the sides of the ramekins.
3. Break two eggs gently into each ramekin to keep the yolks from breaking.
(If they do, though, no worries. The
finished dish will still be yummy).
4. Gently pour two tablespoons of
cream on top of the eggs.
Sprinkle with salt and pepper.

5. Bake ¾ of the way in the oven 10-15 minutes or so,
depending upon the size of ramekins and whether eggs and
cream are cold or room temperature. Your goal is to have
gently cooked whites and softly cooked yolks that are still a
bit runny. If you like the yolks cooked more, bake a couple
more minutes, but remember the eggs will continue to cook a
bit after you take them out of the oven.

Herbs
Along with seasonal vegetables, many
herbs have an affinity for shirred eggs.

6. Sprinkle two tablespoons cheese on top of eggs a minute
or two before eggs are done. This is sufficient to melt the
cheese enough.

I like to sprinkle finely minced herbs on
the eggs after baking to keep their color.

EASY SUBSTITUTIONS
Half and half, evaporated milk, or a dairy-free equivalent
work well. A seasoned tomato sauce can be subbed in for the
dairy, as well. Try soy cheese in place of regular.

parsley,
curly or Italian

TIP: A shallow casserole holds two, four, or more
servings. Add as many eggs in a single layer as
the dish can hold, then adjust the amount of cream,
cheese, and add-ins.

SHIRRED EGGS WITH SOLDIERS
I love this description! Toast thick bread, spread with
butter, cut off crusts, and cut into four rectangles. Serve
alongside eggs.

SHIRRED EGGS WITH SPEED SCRATCH
BREADSTICKS

“Speed scratch” is my term for using a store-bought
ingredient to make something delish and, just as
important, easy. These are firm enough to dip into
the shirred eggs.
INGREDIENTS
1 can refrigerated pizza dough
melted butter
INSTRUCTIONS
1. Preheat oven to 425 degrees F.
2. Spray a cookie sheet.
3. Unroll dough and cut into 12-16 strips. Twist each strip
and pinch edges. Brush with butter.
4. Bake until golden brown, 7-8 minutes or so.
RITA HEIKENFELD is a certified modern herbalist,
culinary educator, and author. She's a former adjunct
professor at UC.
Contact Rita at: rita@communitypress.com or see her
website abouteating.com

thyme
wild onions
onion and garlic chives
rosemary
sage
oregano
tarragon
dill
basil
salad burnet
nasturtiums,
both flowers and leaves
lovage
(a celery substitute)
your favorite —
be creative!

from the kitchen

Fiesta Chicken and Rice

Serves 6 (with some likely leftover,
depending on helping size)

Fiesta Chicken

INGREDIENTS
3 lbs boneless, skinless
chicken breasts or thighs
16 oz cream cheese, softened (2 blocks)
8 oz (2 small 4 oz cans) diced
green chilies
14 oz canned corn (drained)
1½ cups Monterey Jack cheese
(shredded)
½ cup white sharp cheddar (shredded)
2 tbsp ground cumin
2 cloves garlic (minced)
Sea salt and pepper, to taste

Cilantro Rice

Fiesta
Chicken
and Rice
BY HANNAH MCCLURE

INGREDIENTS
4-6 servings brown rice, cooked
as directed on package
½ bundle cilantro (chopped)
juice from 1 whole lime (2 tbsp
fresh juice, about 1 fl oz)
sea salt to taste
LET'S GET TO COOKING
1. In a slow cooker, lay down chicken
breast.
2. In a small bowl, mix cream cheese, chilis,
minced garlic, and cumin until well blended.

Y

’ALL, MY FAMILY AND I LOVE TACO TUESDAY, but on
occasion, basic tacos get kinda boring. So, at our home,
we shake up Taco Tuesday on occasion with fajitas or
fiesta chicken and rice served with pico de gallo. Best of all, the
bulk of this dinner is a slow cooker meal, making it easy to fix
it and forget it on busy days! Here’s to a fiesta-style dinner any
day of the week and enjoying family time around a delicious
meal. Enjoy!
HANNAH N. MCCLURE is an old soul homemaker and mother
of four from Ohio. Gardening, keeping bees, sewing, raising
chickens/seasonal hogs, and baking/cooking from scratch are a
few things she enjoys in her homemaking. Always learning and
always chasing her littles.
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3. Pour mixture evenly over chicken and
slow-cook on low for six to eight hours
(until chicken is cooked through).
4. An hour before serving, add in canned
corn and top with shredded cheese.
5. Prepare brown rice as directed. (I use
Minute Brown Rice. It takes about 20
minutes to cook.)
6. Once cooked, mix in lime juice from a
whole fresh lime.
7. And in diced cilantro (use top leafy part
only) and sea salt to taste.
8. Serve fiesta chicken over cilantro rice
and top with homemade or store-bought
pico de gallo.

BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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THE EGG

A Perfect Canvas for Carving
BY CAPPY TOSETTI

F

RAGILE YET STRONG, THE VERSATILE EGG
has inspired many artists throughout history. Eggs of
all sizes have been painted, dyed, bejeweled, waxed,
etched, and carved into exquisite treasures worthy of display
in museums and palaces.
A source of new life, the egg symbolizes fertility, hope,
and longevity in many countries. They’re given as gifts to
commemorate religious ceremonies and celebrate special
occasions: engagements, weddings, births, and milestone
anniversaries. It’s no wonder that nature’s creation, adorned
in beauty, is a long-standing tradition promising good health
and posterity as the years unfold.
“There’s something special about the shape of an egg,”
says Beth Ann Magnuson, an artisan from Bishop Hill,
Illinois. “It’s the perfect canvas for creativity, whether one
uses a paintbrush or something I discovered long ago — a
high-speed drill for carving and etching intricate designs in
the shell. It reminds me of Victorian lace with its delicate,
web-like patterns.”
A newspaper article about egg carving caught her attention
over 20 years ago. “I’ve always been involved with outdoor
pursuits, such as flower farming, growing specialty crops, and
designing wreaths intertwined with twigs, berries, blossoms,
and feathers. I enjoy the look of wispy creations made from
natural materials. The idea of creating sculptures from eggs
was intriguing, so I called the woman featured in the article
in hopes of getting some information and perhaps an
instructional guide to learn on my own.”
Beverly Hander greeted her with a warm invitation to visit
and spend the day learning and practicing the technique.
28

APRIL/MAY 2021 | BACKYARD POULTRY

Beth Ann will always be grateful for such kindness and
encouragement in helping her find her true calling. There’s
nothing like spending time with an artist, absorbing new
knowledge and inspiration.
Handling a fragile object initially overwhelmed Beth Ann,
worried the egg would crumble like Humpty Dumpty from
the nursery rhyme. But each one is remarkably sturdy and
strong.
Eggshells are composed of 95% calcium carbonate, with
small amounts of magnesium, calcium phosphate, and other
organic matter. A nanostructured mineral associated with
osteopontin, a structural protein found in bones, strengthens
the framework.
Another factor is the egg’s arched shape, which distributes
weight evenly, minimizing stress and strain. It’s strongest at
the top and
bottom, which is
why an egg won’t
break when
pressure is applied
to both ends.
LEARNING
THE ROPES
Success comes
from practice,
patience, knowing how to gently
handle an egg, and
learning how to

BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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operate that high-speed engraving tool
that many artists describe as slicing a
knife through butter.
“It’s important to use one that’s lightweight and ergonomically designed,”
explains Beth Ann, “because of the
concentration and time an artist spends
on just one egg. While it’s possible to
make some basic cuts in an eggshell
with a Dremel rotary tool with a top
speed of 40,000 rpm (revolutions per
minute), it’s best to use a drill with the
capacity of 400,000 rpm to make those
intricate piercings one hopes to obtain.
“I’ve been using the 400XS model
for many years, manufactured by SCM
Sandblasting Company in Menomonee
Falls, Wisconsin. The price is affordable, and the company is wonderful
about helping new and seasoned carvers
with instructional videos and one-onone assistance at the showroom.”
Every artist has their particular
method in designing the cuts in an egg.
Some use stencils, while others enjoy
30
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“drawing” freestyle with the drill,
moving from one area to the next.
Beth Ann describes herself as a doodler,
choosing to pencil in a pattern first.
She enjoys using various sizes —
from tiny bobwhite quail eggs to those
from chickens, ducks, geese, turkeys,
peafowl, rhea, pheasant, and partridges.
Living in the countryside provides an
opportunity for gathering eggs from
neighboring farms. Still, there are
also resources for purchasing emu,
ostrich, and other varieties of bird eggs
worldwide.
“One might think the process as
limiting when using a simple object
as a canvas,” Beth Ann says, “but each
egg is unique because of its size, color,
surface smoothness or coarseness, and
thickness of the shell. There’s magic
in pondering the possibilities ahead as
I start etching and carving a design.
It’s such joy creating something from
nature.”
Once comfortable with using a drill,

follow these instructions:
• Prick a small hole at each end of
the egg. Blow out the contents.
• Pencil or stencil one’s design.
• To avoid dust, use protective
eyewear.
• Use different drill bits to etch and
pierce the eggshell.
• When completed, soak the egg in a
bleach/water solution to remove
ragged bits of membrane and
sterilize the inside. Ratio: one part
bleach to five parts water. Using
warm water speeds up the soaking
process with an average time of
15 to 20 minutes.
• When dry, give the eggs two light
coats of an archival spray that
contains a UV shield. Beth Ann
uses a satin finish spray that leaves
a subtle, natural-looking sheen on
the shell.
You can display the finished eggs

using individual stands and pedestals
made from acrylic glass, wood, or
metal. Hang them with ribbons and
tassels in shadow boxes, from a
window, or nestled in a basket. There’s
no limit to one’s imagination.
Beth Ann displays her Victorian lace
eggs individually and incorporates them
into beautiful wreaths, bird nests, and
everlastings that she sells online on her
Esty site: The Feathered Nest at Windy
Corner.
Style and niche will evolve naturally
with practice and observation. Beth
Ann suggests visiting egg artists and
taking classes to perfect technique and
skills. She’s always learning and enjoys
connecting with others through The
International Egg Art Guild, a non-profit organization devoted to promoting the
art of egg decorating. Another resource
is the World Egg Artists Association
and World Egg Art Cyber Museum.

Flock Pro

Beth Ann encourages others to try
their wings with this amazing art-form.
“Challenge yourself and be persistent.
Yes, you’ll break a few eggshells along
the way, but just imagine the joy you’ll
feel when holding a completed egg
sculpture in your hand that you created.
It’s exhilarating!”

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CAPPY TOSETTI lives in Asheville,
North Carolina with her three
rescue dogs that help her with
Happy with Cappy Pet Sitting.
She’s putting things in motion to
someday crisscross the country in
a vintage travel trailer visiting draft
horse and goat farms.

The Feathered Nest at
Windy Corner
etsy.com/shop/
theNestatWindyCorner
bethannmagnuson@gmail.com
nestatwindycorner.blogspot.com
The International Egg Art Guild
internationaleggartguild.com
World Egg Artists Association
and World Egg Art Cyber Museum
eggartmuseum.com

cappyt@att.net
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™

• Contains probiotics, digestive enzymes, vitamins, minerals
and electrolytes
• Ensures that the digestive tract has good bacteria to assist
with selective exclusion to help fight off bad bacteria
• Improved overall health and digestion of the birds
• Helps birds during and after molting
• Use daily to help during molting, sickness and antibiotic or
wormer treatment
• Mix into water (scoop included)
• Can be fed to all species of poultry

™

Flock Pro

Probiotics

Flock Pro
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FIND THEM AT:

Made in the USA

www.animalhealthsolutionsinc.com
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Natural Dyes
for Coloring Your Eggs!
BY CAPPY TOSETTI

Color Chart
Yellows
Yellow onion skins or a heaping
tablespoon of turmeric.
Tans/browns

A

S SPRING AND EASTER
approach, consider creating natural dyes made from
fruits, vegetables, and spices. It’s a
unique way to share a fun activity with
children, showing them that beautiful
colors can come from the kitchen cupboard and garden.
It’s also a lesson in avoiding artificial
food coloring chemically manufactured
from petroleum, a crude oil product
used in gasoline, diesel fuel, asphalt,
and tar. Even the small amounts used in
decorating hard-boiled eggs and other
foods can cause hyperactivity and allergic reactions in some individuals.
A good way to start is by searching
natural food dyes online or reading
books that cover sources and methods.
Many titles on the subject describe
making natural food dyes for decorating Easter eggs, cakes, cookies, and
other treats.
There’s a rainbow of color, ranging
from soft and subtle hues to darker and
richer shades. It depends on how concentrated the dye is and how long the
eggs stay immersed in the liquid. Eggs
with white shells will produce a slightly
different color than brown eggs.
A simple formula is: One cup of
boiling water combined with one cup
chopped/crushed fruits or vegetables,
32
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Brewed coffee, black tea, cinnamon,
cocoa powder.
juices, or other foods. After boiling the
liquid, simmer, strain, and then add one
tablespoon of white vinegar to every
cup of dye.
If chopping and crushing different fruits and vegetables seems a bit
time-consuming or overwhelming,
many food and flower powders are
available online and at health food
stores. Just add a tablespoon or more to
the boiling water to achieve the desired
color.
One example is organic blue spirulina powder, blue-green algae that's a
natural food coloring, and blue smoothie ingredient. One would think it has
a fishy taste, but it rather bland and
neutral. It takes on the flavor of added
fruit to smoothies.
There are many other powders available — beet, spinach, blueberry, and
more. Many are added to smoothies,
sauces, baked goods, and even stirred in
a glass of water for an energy boost.
Natural food and plant dyes can be
used to marble the eggs or to color
them whole with botanical imprints
made from leaves. There’s no end to
one’s imagination and creativity. It’s
an adventure that can turn the ordinary
into a culinary adventure and family
tradition.
Happy springtime!

Pinks/reds
Chopped avocado seeds and skins,
shredded beets and juice, crushed
raspberries, strawberries, cranberries,
red grapes, madder root powder.
Oranges
Cooked sweet potatoes and shredded
carrots, paprika,
madder root powder: The center of the
root produces vibrant orange hues,
while deep red is in the outer area.
Purples
Chopped beets and juice,
cooked purple sweet potato.
Lavenders
Red Zinger tea, crushed huckleberries
or blueberries, blackberries, and juice.
Blues
Crushed blueberries or huckleberries,
red cabbage with a bit of baking soda
that turns it blue.
Greens
Chopped spinach or kale,
matcha: Finely ground powder of
specially grown and processed green
tea leaves.

FRESCOES
Time-Honored Practices
Revered in the Art World
BY CAPPY TOSETTI

M

ICHELANGELO AND
Raphael would be pleased
to see old-world techniques
in creating and preserving frescoes are
still practiced today. How satisfying to
know modern-day artists respect the
proven methods from long ago in using
simple ingredients from the earth for
their chosen projects.
Fresco: Italian affresco translates
as “fresh” in English. It’s an ancient
mural painting method dating back to
2000 BC during the Bronze Age when
nobility commissioned artists to decorate their palaces, villas, and tombs in
Crete, Italy, Egypt, and other countries
dotting the Mediterranean Sea.
The art-form continued to inspire
religious orders and noble families
such as the House of Medici during the

Renaissance (14th to 17th centuries), a
fervent period of cultural, artistic, political, and economic “rebirth” throughout
Europe following the Middle Ages.
Many of these magnificent paintings
have been preserved and on display in
Pompeii, at the Brancacci Chapel in
the Chiesa di Santa Maria del Carmine
in Florence, and on the Sistine Chapel
ceiling and walls in the Vatican Palace
in Rome.
Each fresco takes months and sometimes years in preparing the selected
surface, building a foundation of thin
layers of freshly laid wet lime plaster
(intonaco in Italian) to allow proper
curing. A key ingredient in the process
is applying horsehair in various layers
into the plaster, adding strength and
stability to the finished piece.

Artists made their own paints —
natural earth pigments collected and
ground into a powder from clay,
stone, soil, charcoal, and sand. They
then added water and a binding agent
(medium) such as egg yolks, casein
(milk protein), plant or animal glues,
or linseed or poppy oil. This process is
called tempera, derived from the Italian
dipingere a tempera — to paint, depict,
to color — to bring something to the
desired physical condition by blending
or tempering. Latin distemperare: to
mix thoroughly.
Afterward, the paint merges with the
wet plaster in small sections, which
dry quickly. The mixture of pigment
and lime creates a distinctive and
subtle luminescence not found in other
paintings.

BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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Many books feature beautiful photos
and fascinating history on individual
frescoes found worldwide. For those
who also wonder about the intricate
process of creating and repairing
such masterpieces, The Art of Fresco
Painting in the Middle Ages and the
Renaissance is a treasure of a book.
Written in 1846 by British historian,
scientist, and linguist Mary Philadelphia Merrifield, it’s considered an
essential reference book for fresco
artists, historians, and museum and
gallery curators.

ART FOR THE PEOPLE
Nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains
in western North Carolina is the city of
Asheville. Most people recognize the
name because of the Biltmore Estate,
America’s largest privately owned
home open to the public, built by
George Vanderbilt in 1895.
Asheville is a vibrant community that
celebrates great food, craft beers, and
the arts. Folks are friendly and seem to
go the extra mile in reaching out to the
hungry and poor.
Close to the hustle and bustle of

downtown is a humble red brick
building with a warm invitation to
individuals of all walks of life to
gather for good food, conversation, and
acceptance. Haywood Street Congregation, a United Methodist mission
congregation and faith-based non-profit
organization, provides a ministry based
on companionship and relationship —
being in the moment with others.
The core programs include weekly
worship, a complimentary clothing
closet, community garden, and twiceweekly family-style lunches known
as the Downtown Welcome Table:
delicious home-cooked food served at
round tables with cloth linens, fresh
flowers, and lively conversation. The
kitchen door has remained open during
COVID-19, serving meals outside in
tents. There’s also the Haywood Street
Respite, which offers a safe place for
adults experiencing homelessness to
stay on a short-term basis after being
discharged from the hospital.
Church visitors might be surprised to
see a life-sized mural gracing the wall
behind the altar in the sanctuary. It is
indeed a fresco, a magnificent work of
art measuring 28.5 feet in width by
11 feet in height. A closer glance shows
that instead of honoring nobility and
religious figures, this mural features
30 local individuals — many living “on
the margins” of society, experiencing

Egg tempera:
a permanent, fast-drying
paint made from colored
pigments mixed with egg
yolk. Artists upheld egg
tempera as the primary
painting method until
oil painting overtook it
around 1500AD.
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hard times, often seared with the
ramifications of homelessness,
addiction, and mental illness. Also
included are some church volunteers,
a few staff, and a beloved dog and cat.
A placard near the fresco speaks
volumes about art in a simple house of
worship:
Affirming sacred worth,
restoring human dignity,
and sabotaging the shame of poverty,
the Haywood Street Fresco announces,
in plaster and pigment,
that you matter.
Orchestrating such a monumental
project took many years of planning,
preparation, private donations, and unbridled enthusiasm on the part of Rev.
Brian Combs, fresco artist Christopher
Holt, and many dedicated individuals
believing that art is for all people.
As each layer of plaster took shape
with a team of artists perched on
scaffolding, Chris also took time to
interview and sketch each individual
featured in the fresco, “It was an extraordinary experience that touched my
heart deeply. I will be forever grateful
for the honor of getting to hear their
stories and share their likeness so others
will know more about their journey.”
In 2019, after the final brushstroke
filled in a white dove in the sky, visitors

had had the opportunity to view the
work of art and hear an individual
audio recording about each person in
the fresco. If stopping by last August,
they would have found Chris cracking
dozens of eggs at the altar.
He was happy to explain that a fresco
needs months to completely dry. It’s
then that the artist can finish the project
by applying a thin coat of protection
made from egg yolks, white wine, and
distilled water. It’s crucial to delicately
handle each egg, separating the
albumen (egg white) from the yolk.
After mixing the wine, water, and
eggs, Chris climbed the scaffolding,
meticulously applying the liquid to
every section of the fresco.
Who first thought of using eggs as a
binder in paint, and how did they come
up with the recipe of egg yolks, wine,
and water as a final coat to preserve
each work of art? Chris and other fresco
artists are more than happy in following
time-honored practices. The great masters of long ago knew the mighty egg
was an important ingredient in the art
world and at the breakfast table.

New
coop
lights!

FOR MORE INFORMATION
ABOUT THE HAYWOOD
STREET FRESCO
haywoodstreetfresco.org
Facebook: Haywood Street Fresco
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Hens attempt to lay together in the cat carrier.

Hens Lay
in the
Funniest
Places!
How Hens Make
Their Choices and
How to Make
Appealing Nests
BY TAMSIN COOPER
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D

ESPITE OUR EFFORTS to
provide comfortable nesting
boxes, hens frequently confound us by hiding their eggs in places
of their own choosing. Why do chickens do this? What kind of nest do they
like? And, how can we persuade them
to lay where we want?
BIZARRE NESTS
On visiting friends of mine in France,
I was surprised to find an egg on their
couch. Luckily, I didn’t sit on it! My
friend explained that one of her hens
had been bullied by the others and
sought refuge in the front yard. She regularly came into the living room to lay.
I found another remarkable example
in Florida. Des Ganuza related how
her hens often laid under bushes or the
picnic table. Her head hen, Henrietta, a
Rhode Island Red, had a more unusual
choice: “There are three nests outside

for the hens to use. But sometimes they
get broody, and they'll end up using the
dog crate, which is everyone's favorite.”
“There was a time when Henrietta
would scream every afternoon, and I'd
feed her, but nothing seemed to make
her happy. Finally, I decided to let her
in the house and see what she would
do. She jumped on the couch that had
a box on it at the time and got between
the arm of the couch and the box and
sat down. I realized she wanted to lay
her egg inside the house. All of my
chickens were raised indoors as chicks,
so she must remember having been in
here. But she can't make the couch into
a nest. So, I put some towels down in
the shape of a nest on top of some of
my plastic storage boxes and put her
on top of it. She approved. Now she
comes to the glass door every day and
demands to be let in by screaming.
She goes to all the windows in the
house looking for me … knocks on the
windows with her beak — and on the
screen door in the back. If I don't listen
to her when she screams, she dropkicks it. Once she's done, if I don't hear
her feet hit the ground, she'll yell at me
to let her out.”
Many other keepers have told me
about their hens laying in hay bales,
under bushes, under pallets, and on the
floor. My own birds are no exception.
They have favored a cat carrier for several months now and are time-sharing it
with the cat. Only recently, some have
switched to one of their designated nest
boxes. However, they sometimes lay
in hedgerows in the summer. It is very
hard to find the eggs when they do this.
I have to follow one when she shows
signs of laying behavior so that she
leads me to the nest.
HOW HENS CHOOSE
THEIR NESTS
What motivates hens to choose such
nests? Firstly, let’s examine pre-laying
behavior. Chickens spend considerable
time seeking out a suitable nest and
arranging it before laying. They may
inspect several candidate places before

One of the problems
with nest boxes is that
they can be a bit
too public. Hens rarely
lay in places where
the rest of the flock
are congregating and
performing non-laying
activities. They want
to get away somewhere
private.
Henrietta prefers a nest indoors. Photo credit: Des Ganuza.

deciding. You may notice a hen walking around restlessly. If
they start using the current favorite nest. This may mean that
she is unable to find the right place, she may sound off about
they look elsewhere. Then, they do not always make the best
it. If she finds somewhere to settle but gets disturbed, she will choices. In desperation, they may end up laying on the coop
shout the place down, often setting off the rest of the flock.
floor or out in the open. In time, they learn better control. As
The rooster might help out by exploring nests and calling his
they establish a place in the pecking order, they learn to avoid
hens to it.
aggression.
Secondly, let's look at what the hens' choices of nest
Location is very important. When my hens chose the
have in common. They tend to be secluded, often enclosed
wicker cat carrier, it was located in a barn we were about to
overhead and behind, but with visibility ahead. This enables
convert into a goat shelter. Now goats would certainly disrupt
the hen to hide from potential predators but still be able to
the peace and quiet of the nest, so I moved the carrier somespot them approaching. It also avoids disturbance from other
where safe. The poor chickens could not find it and persisted
flock members. Think of
in searching the goat shelthe thick bushes and boxes
ter in disbelief, squawking
that hens often choose.
in frustration. The solution
Hens prefer to lay communally. So, when
The nests are often raised,
was to bring the carrier
giving a vantage point. This
back, let each hen settle,
one hen finds a good nest, the others will
will help the hen spot the
then move the carrier to the
form a line and await their turn.
approach of a predator or
new location, which was at
other disturbance. Think of
a similar height in a quiet
the nests that you find in
corner. We did this for two
hay or straw bales.
hens, and they remembered
Hens prefer to lay communally. So, when one hen finds a
the next day where the carrier was now located. The others
good nest, the others will form a line and await their turn. A
followed suit.
waiting hen may even try to muscle in and lay beside the current occupier. In this way, the hens quickly build up a clutch
WHY HENS REJECT NESTING BOXES
of eggs. In the wild, this is advantageous, as there are quickly
One of the problems with nest boxes is that they can be a
enough eggs to set. If it takes a long time to build up a clutch, bit too public. Hens rarely lay in places where the rest of the
predators get more time to find and pilfer the nest. As the
flock are congregating and performing non-laying activities.
flock members are normally related in the wild, a broody hen They want to get away somewhere private. Another factor is
is happy to sit on her relatives' eggs and her own. When she
their apparent disregard for orderly rows of nests. When hens
starts to brood, other hens will often lay beside her, and she
use designated boxes, they often choose just one box and igwill take their eggs in.
nore the rest, or choose the boxes at the extremes of the row.
Youngsters tend to learn from older flock members where
Even if there are enough boxes for all, they will still wait to
to lay, but they may face aggression from their elders when
use just one or two of them. When hens choose their own nest
BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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places, they tend to pick spread-out locations: one nest in a hay bale, another
under a bush, and perhaps one in the
coop. They also like to vary locations.
If a clutch has failed to build up in one
favorite nest after a few weeks, they
frequently find another spot and start
laying there. So, even if your hens
start out in the right place, they may
switch to a new site after a while.

Hanging nests in Zimbabwe favored by hens.
Photo credit: Swathi Sridharan,
ICRISAT/Flickr CC BY-SA 2.0

HOW TO BUILD NESTS
THAT HENS LIKE
In Africa, some farmers hang baskets in trees, which are popular with
their hens. These nests are covered
with an entrance for the hen to keep
an eye on her world. Taking advice
from my own hens, I make them the
kind of nests I think they will like:
secluded, quiet, raised, and with good
visibility. I also spread them around
the yard, so they have a choice of
location. They normally alternate
between the following nests: the cat
carrier on top of the log pile, a former
rabbit hutch, one of their nest boxes
within the main chicken coop, and the
nest box of a smaller coop. Here are
my tips for preparing nesting locations
that your chickens may like:
• Regularly change bedding and
keep nests dry and well padded;
• Provide several nests in different
locations;
• Enclose the nest with a roof and
three sides;
• Raise the nest to a height that a
hen can climb or jump into;
• Place nests in dark, quiet corners
where sitters will not be
disturbed.
TAMSIN COOPER keeps
chickens and goats on her
smallholding in France, where
she aspires to live as sustainably
as possible. She follows the
latest research on farm animal
behavior and mentors on a
chicken welfare MOOC.
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''My neighbors laughed when I ordered...
now they ALL want a tomato garden like mine!''
Introducing a gardening planter that automatically grows your vegetables for you - simply, naturally and
without any work. The Award-Winning GrowBox combines 45 years of USDA research and University
field trials into a patented planter that makes sure your plants thrive - every time, year after year.

Look How Easily You'll
Grow Tomatoes

1 The 2atented
Nutrient
t

Patcl: cover releases
premium fertilizer at the
right time, properly
spaces your plants and
keeps the soil warm.

1 Just fill your GrowBox
with com
m�mpotting
llllX.

2 Lay the
patented
Nutrient
Patcli"
cover on
the top and
plant by the
numbers.

2 Uses simple potting mix
for green-house quality
results. No weeds or dig
ging. You '11 never grow
in the ground again!
3 Water constantly moves
upwards to the roots.
Stores 4 gallons for easy
maintenance and it's
impossible to over-water.

3Add water
to the
reservoir
and ... Watch 'Em Grow!

4 Just plant it and forget it!
The indoor/outdoor
GrowBox is portable,
neat, easy to use and is
re-usable for years
and years.

Brown Thumb? It's
EASY being green!
Simple instructions show
you when and what to plant.
Then The GrowBox auto
matically adds the right
amount of water and fertil
izer for you. No guessing, no
schedules, nothing to learn.
Works perfectly - even for
1st timers.

�¢ "Outstanding New Gardening Product

�\\"',.-

Award for Ea s e and Innovation"

"I own 5 of them and they're
the greatest ...I am the envy of
our neighborhood!"
RuthM.
Mother Earth News
Magazine subscriber

Perfect for Patios and Decks

Great for busy homemakers, seniors and budget-minded people who want to save
money on safe, clean produce. NEW Organic Fertilizer now available.

The EASY way to Garden You've been Waiting For.
Enjoy a constantly producing garden anywhere you have sunlight. Pick FULL
SIZE vegetables and salads daily for months - then simply re-plant year after
year using the same soil.

Grows ALL plants with the same ease

Try Our GrowBoxes RISK-FREE This Spring

Order yours now and grow perfect tomatoes, peppers, 'cukes, salads and more. TAKE AN ENTIRE YEAR TO DECIDE that you love
your new garden. If for ANY REASON, you 're not completely satisfied, simply return them for a 100% refund - including your initial
shipping fee. You have nothing to lose with this no-risk offer. TRY 3 GROWBOXES'" THIS SEASON and say good- r=,
r=,
bye to high produce costs. Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed.

Toll-free (866) 947-5705 Visit our website for lots more information
w w w. a g a r d e npa t ch . c o m

L!J •

L!J
•t--

The GrowBox comes complete with planter, fertilizer, cover, simple instructions and a planting guide.
Just add 32 quarts of potting mix and plants or seeds. Measures 28" long, 14" wide and 12" tall.
© 2020 The Garden Patch ™ Grow Box™
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may not die from the parasites, they do
not thrive. The irritation compromises a
bird’s immune system, which can lead
to more severe illness.
RESPIRATORY ILLNESS
Wild birds can bring two of the most
destructive illnesses to the coop. Avian
influenza and Mycoplasma gallisepticum are deadly to the flock. There is no
cure for either of these illnesses, and
you may have to cull the entire
population. A bird might live but will
be a carrier and infect other birds.

Dangers
in the Coop
BY JANET GARMAN

D

ANGERS MIGHT LURK IN
your carefully planned coop.
A sturdy chicken coop offers
shelter from weather and predators and
a quiet refuge for laying hens. Unfortunately, even the best-kept coop can harbor potential risks to your flock. When
chickens spend more time inside the
coop due to bad weather, these hidden
dangers become greater.
Some risks are biological, causing
mild to severe illness. A little foresight
can prevent others.
BIOSECURITY DANGERS
When you do not employ good
biosecurity measures, you risk major
flock illness. Disease-causing organisms can lie dormant in your coop.
Weather changes challenge a bird's
immune system. Once the immune
system is compromised, sneaky disease
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organisms can cause illness.
Coccidiosis is a good example. Cocci
spread in feces of many livestock. They
are species-specific, meaning cocci that
sicken lambs probably will not bother
your chickens. However, cocci that
travel into the coop on your boots from
another coop, or with a new chicken,
can cause illness. An empty but poorly
sanitized coop can also harbor cocci.
Coccidiosis can be a quick and silent
killer. Symptoms include runny, yellowish droppings, sometimes frothy with a
small amount of blood. Sometimes the
only symptom is a chicken staying to
itself, looking unwell, and dying soon
after.
MITES
Mites are considered self-limiting
problems in poultry. They make your
birds miserable, and though the birds

PREDATORS HIDING
IN THE COOP
Isn’t that why you have the birds in
a coop? It's the best defense against
predators eating your chickens. However, predators are sneaky and especially
crafty when hungry.
Snakes can hide in the coop and then
eat chicks and steal eggs. Raccoons
are great at hiding in the rafters or
tucking themselves behind a feed bin.
Fisher cats and rats can access the coop
through exceedingly small openings.
I have accidentally locked a barn cat
or two in the chicken coop at night
because I did not see them hunting a rat
in the back corner. I am sure the rat was
shocked too, but he didn’t live to tell
about it.
Seal any openings near ground level
with cement to keep small predators
from entering. Once a small hole has
been chewed, a larger animal can soon
make the hole bigger and access a
chicken dinner.
Using chicken wire on doors and
windows can also lead to disaster; raccoons and other large predators easily
tear it. Choose stronger hardware cloth
or welded small-gauge rat wire for
open windows. Don’t forget to cover
any openings in the roof with wire, too.
I have seen many coops with enough
ventilation space in the soffits for raccoons to enter.
Roosts, placed close to windows
covered by wire with large openings,
allow raccoons to reach in and grab

chickens by the neck. For some reason,
raccoons are happy only to behead your
chickens and leave the rest behind.
Latches and locks are important if
you want a secure coop. If your flock
goes into the coop to roost, but you
don’t latch the door, you are only doing
half the job.
FIRE AND OTHER
MECHANICAL HAZARDS
Fire is preventable. In a building
filled with dry feathers, bedding, and
wood, adding an ignition source is
never the best idea. If you must add
heat and lights to your coop, use the
safest equipment you can find. Clean
dust from the lamps and cords
frequently.
Also brush away and remove dust
accumulating on the chicken coop’s
ceilings and walls. If it falls on a lightbulb, it can spark a fire. Also, dust is
not healthy for the respiratory systems
of your birds.
Instead of metal heat lamps, choose
lamps that have more safety features.
Livestock supply businesses have
brooder-style warmers and infrared wall
heaters. While these choices still use
electricity, they reduce risk of fire from
broken or loose lamps.
Flimsy nest boxes can tip, catching a
chicken underneath. Depending on the
situation, a chicken might suffer from
suffocation or heat stroke if trapped
under a box.
Hanging cords can also cause an
injury. Make sure they are safely
secured.
PROVIDE A SAFE LANDING
When your chickens jump from the
roost, what are they landing on?
Providing a soft landing keeps your
chickens’ legs in better condition and
prevents bumblefoot issues. Bumblefoot is the name for an abscess
resulting from a small cut or bruise on
the bottom of poultry feet. Lining the
coop floor with a thick layer of
shavings, straw, or rubber mat cushions
the bird’s landing, resulting in less

trauma to the feet and legs.
Providing a coop is only the beginning of keeping your birds safe and secure while they roost. Making the space
safe from biological hazards, predators,
contamination, injury, and fire is part of
the equation.
A quick survey of your flock’s
coop will provide the list you need to
complete the job.

JANET GARMAN is a farmer,
writer, instructor, and fiber artist
living in central Maryland on the
family's farm. She raises chickens,
ducks, sheep, and fiber goats,
and has written and published
three homesteading books.
timbercreekfarmer.com

TOTAL
POULTRY
CARE
Clean and help the healing
of wounds and pecking sores
Soothe skin irritations
Great for vent prolapse,
frost bite, bumblefoot
Free of alcohol, steroids,
and antibiotics
Will not sting or burn
Safe if ingested

Made in the USA | vetericyn.com
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Sick
Chicks:

7 COMMON DISEASES
YOU MAY ENCOUNTER
BY REBECCA SANDERSON

W

HETHER ORDERING THROUGH A
hatchery, buying baby chicks from the farm
store, or hatching your own, there are seven
common illnesses from which they might suffer. You
should be aware of these diseases so that you can
recognize them quickly. For some, quick treatment can save
your sick chicks. Most of these are also preventable if you
follow good practices when caring for your baby chicks.

COCCIDIOSIS
An intestinal parasite causes coccidiosis.
Because birds peck at everything, they do also peck at poop.
By doing so, they ingest cocci eggs, which hatch and then
ASPERGILLOSIS (BROODER PNEUMONIA)
burrow into the chick's intestinal wall. This causes some
A fungus causes aspergillosis. The spores spread in
bleeding, characterized by orange to red color in their poop,
warm, moist, dirty environments such as a dirty incubator
which may also be frothy and contain mucous. The chicks
or brooder. Aspergillosis is not spread between birds, only
may become withdrawn, droopy, and eat less. While your
environmentally. Chicks are
chicken may survive without
especially vulnerable because
treatment, they will likethe new cilia in their throat
ly never be as healthy and
aren't matured enough to
productive as they could have
move the fungus spores up
been. You can work with your
Be aware of these diseases so that
and out. Symptoms include
vet on treatment and doses.
you can recognize them. For some,
open-mouthed breathing and
Good ways to prevent cocgasping for air, among other
cidiosis are changing out bedquick treatment can save your sick
respiratory symptoms such
ding often and keeping your
chicks. Most are also preventable
as nasal discharge. They may
coop or brooder dry. Because
also have nervous system
there are different coccidia
if you follow good practices when
symptoms such as tremors,
strains, your birds may be
caring for your baby chicks.
inability to balance, and head
infected multiple times, estwisting. Symptoms may look
pecially in times of stress or
similar to Marek's disease
changing environments.
and is typically diagnosed by
INFECTIOUS BRONCHITIS (COLD)
microscopic evaluation of the fungus taken from the internal
Called the chicken “cold,” infectious bronchitis comes
respiratory system. The best prevention is to keep everyfrom
a type of coronavirus and has several subtypes. Sympthing clean and remove wet litter. There are treatments when
toms
may look much like a human cold with nasal discharge,
chicks become ill such as Nystatin and Amphotericin B, but
coughing, difficulty breathing, depression, and huddling
they are expensive. The spores can infect humans, as well.
together. If one chicken has a cold, all of your chickens will
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likely have a cold within a couple of
days. This affects chicks under six
weeks of age the most, and they have
the highest mortality rate. There are
vaccines to help prevent infectious
bronchitis, but the prevalence of subtypes and mutations makes it difficult to
prevent completely. There is not much
you can do to treat besides raising the
temperature 3-4 degrees C. Chicks that
are sick with a cold are very susceptible
to secondary infections, so keep them
clean with good food and water. (Duchy
College Rural Business School)
MAREK’S DISEASE
Marek's disease is a viral disease
that is almost always fatal. Because of
this, most hatcheries vaccinate chicks
in their first 24 hours after hatching
or even while they are still in the egg.
Consider vaccinating your day-old
chicks as they will quickly have less
response to the vaccine as they age.
While most chickens have probably
been exposed at some point to Marek's
without becoming ill, becoming
stressed can weaken their immune
system enough to catch it. Marek's has
a two-week latency period while still
contagious before the chick becomes
visibly ill. It typically manifests by
weight loss in chicks, even with good
diet, and death within about eight
weeks. Older chickens have other
symptoms such as cloudy eyes, leg
paralysis, and tumors.
OMPHALITIS (MUSHY
CHICK DISEASE)
While a navel infection usually
causes omphalitis soon after hatching,
improper egg washing can also push
bacteria into the shell. Chicks may
even die before hatching. Symptoms
in chicks may include an unhealed,
swollen, or leaky navel. The abdomen
may be distended. In general, they will
be lethargic, huddling near the heat
source. Omphalitis may be caused
by poor sanitation in the incubator or
brooder, by a chick pecking at another's
navel, or even by a handler confusing

AmericAn Poultry AssociAtion
DEDICATED TO PROMOTING AND
PROTECTING STANDARD-BRED POULTRY
Benefits include:
Quarterly Newsletter-Annual Yearbook
Officially Sanctioned Shows and Judges

JOIN TODAY-Dues: $20 per year or $50 for 3 years
Junior members $20 per year or $50 for 3 years
American Poultry Association
PO Box 9, Lucasville, OH 45648
Phone: 740-876-4845 - Email: apasecretaryadkins@gmail.com
Website: amerpoultryassn.com
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the navel scab or dried umbilical cord
for pasty butt and attempting to clean
it off. Prevention is in cleanliness, not
incubating dirty eggs, and by applying
a little iodine to any unhealed navels on
your chicks.
SALMONELLA
There are many Salmonella bacteria
strains, some dangerous to humans
but usually different from the strains
dangerous to chicks. Symptoms may
include diarrhea, fatigue, loss of appetite, shriveled/purple comb and wattles,
all leading to death. Conclusive
diagnosis is typically post-mortem
from lab identification of bacteria.
Some antibiotics have been shown to
eliminate Salmonella enteritidis in very
young (one week or less in age) chicks
(Goodnough & Johnson, 1991). That is
specifically the Salmonella that can be
dangerous to humans but only carried
by chickens. While antibiotics may be
effective in treating a sick chicken,
Salmonella can still be latent and infect
other chickens. Some Salmonella
strains must be reported to health
authorities. It is best to avoid it getting
into your flock at all by only purchasing from clean, tested flocks. The
bacteria can survive on cast-off feather
dander for five years, can be transmitted directly into an egg by the hen, by
infected droppings of other chickens or
rodents, or contaminated equipment.
ROT GUT
This illness produces very rotten-smelling diarrhea and listlessness
in the chicks that are affected. It is a
bacterial infection that typically spreads
through overcrowding. Antibiotics
administered in water can be used
to treat infected chicks, but the best

prevention is proper cleaning and not
overcrowding.
While these illnesses can be scary,
most can be prevented by keeping your
brooder and coop clean. Practice good
biosecurity measures such as isolation
before introducing a new chicken. You
can keep your little chicks healthy as
you grow your flock.
RESOURCES
Duchy College Rural Business School.
(n.d.). Infectious Bronchitis in Chickens. Retrieved April 21, 2020, from
farmhealthonline.com: https://www.
farmhealthonline.com/US/disease-management/poultry-diseases/infectious-bronchitis/
Goodnough, M. C., & Johnson, E. A.
(1991). Control of Salmonella enteritidis infections in poultry by polymyxin B

and trimethoprim. Applied and Environmental Microbiology, 785-788.
Schneider, A. G., & McCrea, B. (2011).
The Chicken Whisperer’s Guide to
Keeping Chickens. Beverly Massachusetts: Quarry Books.
REBECCA SANDERSON
grew up in a very small town
in Idaho with a backyard full
of chickens, goats, sometimes
sheep and ducks, and other
random animals in addition to
the cats and dogs. She is now
married with two little girls
and loves the homesteading
life! Her husband is very supportive (tolerant) of her continued experiments in making
many items from scratch and
he even helps sometimes.

CLIP. SAVE. SHARE!

FLOCK FILES are reference materials
for you to keep and use.
Find more online at backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/flock-files
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SICK CHICKS

7 Common Illnesses You May Encounter
BY REBECCA SANDERSON

Be aware of these diseases so that you can recognize them quickly. Most are also preventable, if you follow
good practices when caring for baby chicks.
1. ASPERGILLOSIS (BROODER PNEUMONIA)
Caused when fungal spores spread in warm, moist, dirty
environments such as incubators or brooders. Symptoms
include open-mouthed breathing, gasping, and nasal discharge. Nervous system symptoms include tremors, inability
to balance, and head twisting. Symptoms may look similar to
Marek’s disease. Typically diagnosed by microscopic evaluation of the fungus taken from the internal respiratory system.
The spores can infect humans, as well.
Prevention: Keep everything clean and remove wet litter.
Treatment: Nystatin and Amphotericin B, but they are
expensive and may not save the chicks.
2. COCCIDIOSIS
Caused by a parasite that hatches and burrows into the
chick’s intestinal wall. Symptoms include orange to red color
in droppings, which may also be frothy and contain mucous.
Chicks may become withdrawn, droopy, and eat less.
Prevention: Change bedding often and keep brooders
dry. Medicated chick starter protects chicks during highest
susceptibility.
Treatment: Coccidistats. Work with your vet on treatment
and doses.
3. INFECTIOUS BRONCHITIS (COLD)
Comes from a type of coronavirus. Symptoms include
nasal discharge, coughing, difficulty breathing, depression,
and huddling together. If one chicken is infected, soon the
whole flock will likely be infected. Chicks under six weeks
of age have the highest mortality rate.
Prevention: Vaccines help prevent infectious bronchitis,
but the prevalence of subtypes and mutations makes it
difficult to completely prevent.
Treatment: Keep warm, clean, and comfortable, with good
food and water. Sick chicks are susceptible to secondary
infections.
4. MAREK’S DISEASE
This viral disease is almost always fatal. Marek’s has a
two-week latency period while still contagious before the

chick becomes visibly ill. In chicks, it typically manifests
by weight loss even with good diet, and death within eight
weeks. Symptoms in older chickens include cloudy eyes, leg
paralysis, and tumors.
Prevention: Most hatchery chicks are vaccinated within
24 hours after hatching or while still in the egg.
Treatment: None. Keep chicks comfortable to increase
chances of survival.
5. OMPHALITIS (MUSHY CHICK DISEASE)
Caused by an infection of the navel soon after hatching
or by improper egg washing pushing bacteria into the shell.
Chicks may die in the shell. Symptoms include an unhealed,
swollen, or leaky navel. The abdomen may be distended.
Chicks will be lethargic, huddling near the heat source.
Prevention: Cleanliness; not incubating dirty eggs.
Applying a little iodine to any unhealed navels. Do not pick
at navels/cords, mistaking them for pasty butt.
Treatment: Supportive care, keeping chicks comfortable.
6. SALMONELLA
Symptoms may include diarrhea, fatigue, loss of appetite,
shriveled/purple comb and wattles, all leading to death.
Conclusive diagnosis is post-mortem identification of
bacteria. Some Salmonella strains must be reported to health
authorities and can survive on dander for five years.
Transmits via infected droppings of other chickens or rodents, or contaminated equipment. Hens can transmit directly
into eggs.
Prevention: Only purchase from clean, tested flocks.
Treatment: While antibiotics may effectively treat a
sick chicken, Salmonella can still be latent and infect other
chickens.
7. ROT GUT
This bacterial infection typically spreads through overcrowding. Symptoms include rotten-smelling diarrhea and
listlessness in affected chicks.
Prevention: Proper cleaning; avoid overcrowding.
Treatment: Antibiotics administered in water.
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Raising Turkey Poults
in a Healthy Brooder Environment
BY ANN ACCETTA-SCOTT

R

AISING TURKEYS IS ENJOYABLE and a wise
decision for meat purposes. But keep in mind, raising
poults is not the same as raising chicks or ducklings.
They are much more delicate than other poultry species.
Here are a few tips and tricks for successfully raising poults
to maturity.

Within a few days, the poults will be more independent
and can care for themselves. Chicks can then be removed
from the brooder and raised separately or remain with the
poults until ready to move into their separate coops.

BROODER SIZE
To ensure poults remain close to heat, water, and food, reRAISING TURKEY POULTS WITH CHICKS
strict them to a smaller brooder space for a few days. A rafter
Add a chicken chick or two to
of young turkeys can become confused
your order when purchasing turkey
in a large space. This can cause them
poults. To protect your young flock’s
to starve or catch a chill.
health, choose chicks which have
To minimize workload, construct
Raising poults is not the
never touched the earth’s surface, such
a brooder that will accommodate the
as from a hatchery or feed store, to
growth of the young flock. Poults
same as raising chicks or
minimize the potential of blackhead
often remain in a brooder until they
ducklings. They are much are fully feathered, roughly six to
disease. Read on to learn more about
blackhead disease and how it can
eight weeks of life, potentially longer
more delicate than other
affect a flock of turkeys.
depending on the weather. During the
poultry species. Here are
I'll be quite frank; turkey poults are
time in the brooder, it is imperative
not the smartest of the bunch. Chicken
to provide adequate space to ensure
a few tips and tricks.
chicks have an instinct to survive and
livability without hindering the growth
seek food, heat, and water without
of the birds. This requires a minimum
being guided. Poults need constant
of two square feet per bird; however,
reminders where to find those. Without
three to four square feet guarantees
the incorporation of chicks, you become the caretaker and
the birds will not be overcrowded and allows them to stretch
responsible for keeping the poults alive.
their wings comfortably.
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BEDDING
There are multiple options for brooder bedding, with pine shavings as the
most common. Straw is also a favorite
among poultry keepers and is available
chopped (designed for brooders) or in
bales. Other options include peanut
hulls, chopped cardboard, and crushed
corn cobs. Refrain from using shaved
cedar in bedding; the oils are drying and
can harm the young birds.
Add three to four inches of bedding
and replace it each time you clean the
brooder. This amount allows the birds to
dust bathe without reaching the brooder floor and cushions their landing if
roosting bars are added. Spot clean the
brooder daily, especially where the feed,
water, and heat source are located. Deep
cleaning a brooder can be reserved
weekly or as needed. Keep in mind, an
extremely dirty brooder runs the risk
of respiratory issues and is a breeding ground for coccidiosis. A brooder
should never have an ammonia smell
permeating from the bedding.
Feel free to compost the bedding.
How long it will take to decompose
depends on material used.
HEAT
Brooder heat is necessary for the first
four to six weeks of life. This time will
vary based on where you reside. A good
rule of thumb is that, once a bird is fully
feathered, a heat source is no longer
needed. Two available heat sources
include an infrared bulb or a heating
plate designed for brooders. Both work
well; however, a heating plate is a safer
option, and it resembles a broody hen’s
body temperature. A heating plate temperature never has to be regulated; simply adjust the legs’ height as the poults
grow. This allows them to come and go
from under the heat source comfortably.
When using an infrared bulb, the
temperature under the bulb must maintain 95 degrees F for the first week.
After that, raise the bulb, lowering the
temperature by five degrees each week.
Watch your daily to ensure the temperature within the brooder is right:

 $TGGFU

Meat Birds Layers

Turkeys

Ducks & Guineas &
Goslings Gamebirds

(814) 539-7026

www.Myerspoultry.com
966 Ragers Hill Road South Fork, PA 15956

• Chicks • Turkeys • Ducklings
• Goslings • Guineas
• Gamebirds • Bantams
• Equipment • Books
Call 717-365-3694
www.hoffmanhatchery.com
PO Box 129BP
FREE
CATALOG!! Gratz, PA 17030

BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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• Poults huddled tightly together indicate the brooder is
not hot enough.
• Birds resting away from the heat beam indicate the
temperature within the brooder is too hot.
• Poults resting comfortably under the lamp indicate the
heat within the brooder is perfect.
For safety reasons, secure the lamp to prevent it from
being knocked down. Infrared heat lamps are the main cause
of coop fires.
FEED
Young turkeys need a high protein feed to thrive and grow
efficiently. Turkey poults require the most protein during
the first eight weeks of life, making a whole grain feed
(28% protein) the best option. However, a broiler chicken
feed consisting of 23-24% protein is efficient. Between nine
and 24 weeks, you can decrease to 18-20% protein or offer a
fermented feed.
BLACKHEAD DISEASE AND RAISING TURKEYS
WITH CHICKENS
Many people house turkeys separate from other poultry
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due to their size and fear the birds may contract blackhead
disease. This disease is common in chickens and turkeys but
often leads to death when a turkey contracts it. There is no
way to eradicate the disease, but with good biosecurity
practices, you minimize the risk of turkeys contracting it.
Ultimately, the decision is up to you. Before moving the
poults from the brooder to a coop, make sure you research
raising adult turkeys. We have raised turkeys for five years
and have established a system that works well for our
homestead. Adult turkeys are housed in their own coop;
however, the birds are fed and free-range in a community
setting.
ANN ACCETTA-SCOTT homesteads on two acres in
Washington State, raising poultry, goats, and rabbits.
She is also the face behind the website A Farm Girl
in the Making and author of The Farm Girl’s Guide to
Preserving the Harvest.
afarmgirlinthemaking.com
Instagram: instagram.com/afarmgirlinthemaking/
YouTube: youtube.com/afarmgirlinthemaking/
Facebook: facebook.com/afarmgirlinthemaking/

Currently offering over 55 varieties of
Chicks, Ducks, Turkeys, Gamebirds & Bantams
with free shipping!

Follow us!

keep up with our hatchery
follow us here
@mthealthyhatcheries
#mthealthyhatchery

Find us!

9839 Winton Rd
cincinnati, OH 45231
(800) 451-5603
www.mthealthy.com
info@mthealthy.com
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G

Hatching
Guinea Keets
Under
Broody Hens
Letting Chickens Hatch Keets
Results in a Quieter Flock
BY ANGELA GREENROY
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UINEA FOWL SHOULD BE A WELCOME
addition to any farm or homestead. They are
relatively low maintenance, probably eat their weight
in ticks and other bugs (likely the reason they cost less to
feed), and are considered flock guardians because they sound
a loud alarm when anything that doesn’t belong comes near.
But some will avoid adding guinea fowl to their land because
of the level of noise despite the list of benefits.
Over my years of keeping guineas, I have learned a few
things. They will roam. They will nest in the worst places. If
something messes with that nest, they may move closer or
further away. They are creatures of habit. They are dedicated
foragers. During their egg-laying season, each female will
lay one egg every day until the season passes. The males can
be aggressive to other flock members of different species.
The females keep to themselves. The males and females can
be distinguished by their wattles, body shapes, and calls.
Guineas scream for several reasons, but most commonly
because they have either wandered away from their flock or
perceived a threat. Sometimes, especially in young keets,
that threat is as simple as the wind blowing. Other times,
they may see or perceive something we do not. But can a
guinea be raised not to sound the alarm at the small, inconsequential things? Yes.
In my first year finding guinea eggs, I stuck them in the
incubator and experienced a decent hatch rate. I think I
hatched out three sets of 15-20 guineas each time. Unfortunately, due to circumstances I could not control, like electricity outages and a broken thermometer, some keets had curled
toes or splayed leg. Besides incubation issues, they were
raised in a brooder and acted skittish and scared every time I
walked near them, which eventually erupted into a cacophony of warnings to each other. Because of the broken thermometer and how cautious one must be with humidity and
incubating guinea eggs, I decided to put some eggs under a
hen the next year.
One hatch under a hen and I was hooked. Not one hatched
with feet or leg problems. Toss aside the Band-Aids and
teacups; you will not need them to correct hatching problems
if you trust a hen to the job for you. As the keets grew, I soon
realized they were quieter. The lack of screaming meant sexing them by their calls took longer. They never scream when
they are with their chicken mama, and the noisemaker alarm
in them only comes out after mama leaves them. I have
found that an older hen will raise a keet until they are three
to four months old, but even a younger hen that raises them
for five to six weeks will still result in a quieter guinea. I try
only to give guinea eggs to my seasoned mothers.
Is a quieter guinea a plus? To me, yes. To many potential
guinea keepers, probably. A guinea that screams because the
wind ruffled a branch is a guinea that may keep you on your
toes, running outside every five minutes to see what is in the
yard. A hen-raised guinea that sounds the alarm is one you

Jumbo French
Guineas, Bantam
Silkies, Brown Chinese
Goslings, Muscovy Ducks, &
Khaki Campbell Ducks

Guineas are fast growing, suitable for
backyard growers who want to control ticks
and for those who would want to use them as
a meat bird.

can trust to scream when there is truly
a potential threat.
One day a service repairman came
to my house and did not believe me
when I said I had guineas. He said he
had kept guineas, and there was no way
they would not warn of his arrival. I
explained mine were hen-raised, and
he left saying he might consider getting
guineas again if raised by a hen.
I recently decided to add some fresh
blood to my guinea line and purchased
five from a feed store. I gave them to
a broody hen, at night, under complete
darkness (because some hens can be
finicky). She took them as her own
until they were about six weeks old.
Even still, as I mentioned earlier, these
guineas are quieter, only making a call
if they get separated from the others or
perceive a threat.
As an experiment, this past year, I
sold some of my hen-raised guineas to
a friend. They were a couple of months
old when they left my farm. After she
had integrated them into her flock for
a few weeks, I asked her how they
were doing and if they were constantly

screaming. She said they were not any
noisier than her chickens.
My farm will never be without
guineas. For the last three years, I have
grown or replenished my guinea flock
by hatching their eggs under broody
hens. I have hatched ducklings, a gosling, turkey poults, and chicks under
hens every year since my incubator
thermometer broke, and I will likely
never go back to the incubator, especially for guinea keets. I can walk
around my guineas’ patrol area knowing I will not walk back inside carrying ticks and other bugs. But the best
part is, they patrol quietly, beak to the
ground eating the creepy crawlies, ears
and eyes to the sky watching, ready to
call out a warning if necessary.
ANGELA GREENROY lives in
north-central Oklahoma on a
few acres with a menagerie
of chickens, turkeys, guineas,
geese, ducks, two dogs, and a
couple of donkeys. She teaches
writing to indigenous college
students and tells them about her
farming adventures.

Bantam silkies are
excellent sitters with a
gentle nature that make
excellent pets.
“To order bantam silkies, call Blue Banty
Farm at 717-917-6729 or order online at
www.jmhatchery.com”

The Muscovy is fast growing and a
great range duck with a lean meat that is
desired by many restaurants.

To order Muscovy, Khaki Campbell ducklings and Brown Chinese goslings
call Fifth Day Farm at
717-917-6729 or order online at
www.freedomrangerhatchery.com

J.M. Hatchery

178 Lowry Road
New Holland, PA 17557

717-354-5950
www.jmhatchery.com
BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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Keeping
Rheas
BY KENNY COOGAN

IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR THAT SIZE IN-BETWEEN A
TURKEY AND AN OSTRICH, OPENING A RHEA FARM
MIGHT BE FOR YOU. Aside from their gorgeous lashes and
daffy faces, rheas have a lot to offer. Native to eastern South
America’s grasslands, these birds can be bred for their meat
or kept as exotic animals. Rheas are in the ratite family of
flightless birds, which includes the more popular ostrich and
emu. The USDA classifies all ratite meat as red due to the pH
similarity of beef. Once cooked, their meat resembles and
tastes like beef but is sweeter.

Ratite: What is it?
Any of various mostly flightless birds
(such as an ostrich, rhea, emu, moa, or
kiwi) with small or rudimentary wings and
no keel on the sternum that are probably
of polyphyletic origin and are assigned to
a number of different orders.
Photo courtesy of Natural Bridge Zoological Park.
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RAISING RHEAS
Starting a rhea farm is very similar to
raising emu. The benefits are that rhea
are smaller, leading to less food and
space. However, these nearly five-foottall birds will still need quite a bit of
room and tall fences.
“Things to consider before adding rheas to your flock is if you have
enough space to accommodate them,”
Kayla Stuart from Stuarts Fallow Farm
says. “We have successfully kept breeding trios on a little over an acre.”
According to the USDA, all ratites
need daily exercise to avoid leg and
digestive problems. A 2,000 square foot
enclosure is adequate for overall rhea
health and keeps the enclosure from
becoming bare.
Stuart, who has been raising rheas for
over five years, adds that six to eightfoot is preferred while five-foot sturdy
fencing would do.
“They have become one of my favorite animals for two reasons. It feels
like you're going back to the time of the
dinosaurs when you watch them run and

Rheas Around the World
Germany
A rogue flock of rheas have been roaming
Northern Germany for more than 20 years.
Estimated current population is over 500.

Portugal
Ema in Portuguese is rhea, not to be confused
with emu which Portuguese for emu.

United Kingdom
In the UK, rhea meat is considered a delicacy.
Someone tried to steal a rhea a few years
ago, but the rhea escaped its captors and was
found five miles away from home.
Photo courtesy of Natural Bridge Zoological Park.

play. And second, they keep down the
fly population immensely.”
In addition to insects, rheas and
emus are mostly grazers eating broadleaf weeds, clover, and some grasses.
While a ratite pellet is a preferable
grain supplement on pasture, turkey
pellets offered free choice is a popular
alternative. Snacks that rheas include
in their diet include dog food, eggs,
insects, earthworms, and snakes. Rheas
consume four cups of food a day. In the
wild, 90% of their diet is greens, and
close to 9% are seeds. The remaining
1% consists of fruits, insects, and vertebrates. Rheas require a wide-open pan
or large container, as they drink with a
forward sweeping motion.
“As far as housing goes, in most
states, a three-sided building would
work as long as it stays dry and you're
able to lock them in at night. We live
in Ohio, and the only issue we've had
is them trying to sleep outside in a
blizzard. Overall, I highly recommend
rhea's as a bird to add to your flock
as long as you've prepared the proper
housing requirements for them.”

Rhea
(Rhea
americana)

Shared Traits
of the
Rhea and Emu

Emu
(Dromaius
novaehollandiae)

Native to
South America

Small wings and a
breastbone with no keel

Native to
Australia

Adult height:
five feet tall

95% usable as meat,
feathers, oil and leather

Adult height:
six feet tall

Adult weight:
60 to 100 pounds

Require daily exercise
to avoid leg and
digestive problems

Adult weight:
125 to 140 pounds

Egg incubation:
35-40 days

Slaughtered at
10 to 13 months

Egg incubation:
50-55 days

Egg color:
cream

Meat, classified as “red,”
is sold as steaks, fillet,
medallions, roasts, and
ground meat

Egg color:
dark green

Lay 20-50 eggs a year

BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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With over 15,000 birds in the
U.S., we are the number one
country that has rhea farms

Photo courtesy of Natural Bridge Zoological Park.

Rheas (Rhea americana) come in grey
or white. Courtesy of Stuarts Fallow
Farm.
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Rheas offer a lot of
personality. Courtesy
of Stuarts Fallow
Farm.

Rheas start to breed around two years of
age. The male will begin to walk with his
wings extended and will start booming. He
will mate with several females. The cock
rhea will form a depression nest lined with
grass. Females will lay their eggs near the
male, and he will roll them into the nest.
Male rheas, like other members of the ratite
family, raise the chicks alone.
Incubation is 30-40 days, and the male
will stay on the nest until all chicks have
hatched. (Start practicing saying, “He is
broody.”) The newly hatched chicks may
pick at the father’s droppings. This has
been documented before, and you should
not be concerned. You can offer the new
chicks a turkey starter. Use wide-mouthed
water pans to allow their forward sweeping
motion. A standard chick water fountain
will not do.
If you want to use an incubation, set the
temperature at 97.5 degrees F and humidity
to 30 to 35%. If the chicks are reluctant to
eat, offer live insects like crickets dusted
in turkey starter. After spending time in a
brooder, you can let the chicks out on warm
days. Like keeping emu or chicken chicks,
take care against predators.
If you are interested in obtaining rhea
chicks, adolescents, or adults, there are
many breeders all over the U.S. Look
online for exotic animal breeders or
auctions. With over 15,000 birds in the
U.S., we are the number one country that
has rhea farms.
KENNY COOGAN is a food, farm,
and flower columnist. Coogan leads
workshops about owning chickens,
vegetable gardening, animal training,
and corporate team building on his
homestead. His newest gardening
book 99 ½ Homesteading Poems: A
Backyard Guide to Raising Creatures,
Growing Opportunity, and Cultivating
Community is now available at
iamcountryside.com/shop.

RAISE

HEALTHY
CHICKS

We understand how much you value
your birds. Our feeds have been
carefully crafted through decades
of research to include the ideal
blend of ingredients for optimal
health. The science is advanced,
but our philosophy is simple —
we believe good health
starts from within.
www.homesteadpoultryfeed.com

The Chicken Health Handbook
A Complete Guide to Maximizing Flock Health and Dealing with Disease
Completely Revised & Updated 2nd Edition
By Gail Damerow
A must-have reference for the small flock owner. Gail Damerow, leading
authority on all things chicken, provides a complete reference to answer
the questions and resolve the problems of any chicken raiser from beginner to professional. This fully updated and expanded edition of a longtime classic offers expert guidance on nutrition, reproductive issues, and
a full range of health problems, along with the latest information on:
• Practicing preventive healthcare
• Using natural approaches to enhance the immune system
• Treating and avoiding news-making diseases such as avian flu
• Raising healthy chickens in an urban environment
Enhanced with full-color photographs and eye-opening illustrations, this is
the essential guide to keeping your chickens healthy and productive.

Visit: iamcountryside.com/shop/chicken-health-handbook
Call: 970-392-4419
BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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Stephanie’s most popular stamp, and the one people most
associate with her shop.

Chicken Side
Businesses
BY TOVE DANOVICH

L

IKE MANY WOMEN OF HER GENERATION, my
great-grandma used to raise chickens for “egg money.” Without income of their own, many farm women
relied on income from their chickens to pay for household
expenses — everything from groceries to clothing to school
fees. My grandma remembers that the family’s piano was
paid for using egg money.
In the 1940s, eggs might cost 40 cents a dozen. Today, 60
years later, you can find a dozen eggs in the store for as little
as a dollar (though, of course, free-range or organic eggs can
command higher prices). Selling eggs isn’t the easy way to
make extra income that it used to be. But as more people start
raising chickens as pets, entrepreneurs find that meat and
eggs aren’t the only chicken-related business opportunities.
Now there are many ways to cater to the growing market of
people who love chickens.
In 2010, Julie Baker was looking for a homeschool project
for her daughter and decided to go through the steps of
creating and selling a product online. Bridget, her daughter,
had show chickens and often spent a lot of time getting them
washed and ready only for the birds to “poop in the crate and
make a big mess,” as Baker recalls. So, they came up with
a chicken diaper, designed it, and put it for sale on eBay. “I
didn’t think we were going to sell any,” Baker says. They sold
a lot. Thanks to early local and national media attention, the
Bakers’ product, soon a company called Pampered Poultry,
continued to grow.
Baker had connections to a village in the Dominican Republic through volunteer work and taught a group of women
how to sew, provided machines, and paid them to make the
56

APRIL/MAY 2021 | BACKYARD POULTRY

An egg carton marked with one of Stephanie’s stamps.

increasing number of chicken diapers. “It's been a really
good thing for that community,” she says. Today, Pampered
Poultry sells 3,000 chicken diapers a year and has since
added a chicken tutu and a “peep pouch” to hold chicks to the
mix. “When we started, our customers were people showing
birds. It wasn’t a pet chicken market,” Baker says. That’s
all changed. “Thanks to Instagram and Facebook, it's more
socially acceptable to have a chicken as a pet now.”
Meredith Skyer also got into the chicken business almost
by accident. She started a blog, Backyard Chicken Project, to
share information and education on chicken keeping a decade
ago. As her audience grew, Skyer, a lifelong artist and art
teacher, began to post some of her chicken-themed work as
well. People responded. Writing about chickens did bring in
some income, but now her focus is on ceramics — specifically mugs with chickens on them that she started making five
years ago. “They sell out pretty much in a day,” Skyer says.
“I try to do a release every month or two.” She sells t-shirts
and custom products, but they’re not as big as the mugs.
“It’s not what I intended to do,” Skyer says. “It just happened naturally. I got chickens and became obsessed with
them, and I wanted to make art that reflected that.” This is
a common refrain for people who start chicken businesses.
Between continuing to post on her blog, updating photos to
social media, and making new ceramics, Skyer spends 20-25
hours a week on chicken businesses (in addition to a fulltime job). “It’s quite a good income supplement,” she says,
mentioning that while it fluctuates throughout the year, she’s
bringing in $3,000 a month from chickens in a busy month.
People always say you have to “balance” various projects,

Isna, Yairy, and Anie sew chicken outfits in the Dominican Republic.

but Skyer finds it easier to go back
and forth between her day job and
chicken pursuits. Some weeks school
is busy, and she has to devote all her
time to that. Other times she’s able to
throw herself completely into ceramics.
“You're obsessed with different things
at different times,” Skyer says, and the
change keeps it fun.
For Stephanie Johnson, it all started
with an egg stamp she saw online. She
loved the idea so much she began
making egg stamps of her own in
2016. Now she makes egg stamps, egg
carton stamps, stickers, and enamel
pins and sells them on Etsy as FarmhouseMaven. “It took off when I added
more products,” she says. “The more
products you have, the more attention
it’s going to get.”
She’s been a stay-at-home mom to
her five children for the last 13 years,
and while she loves it, it was hard to
stop working. “I wanted to support
myself and my family, and this was
a great way to do that,” she says. She
schedules the few hours a day she
needs to devote to FarmhouseMaven
around her other responsibilities. “I do
it before the kids get up or when they
go play outside.” When she first started,
she had just a few sales a week, “and
that was really exciting for me,” she
laughs. In April, a busy time of year
since so many people are getting spring
chickens, she was doing 40-50 sales a
day. Sometimes her kids help out with
little projects like stamping bags or
other little finishing touches that help
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Julie’s stepdaughter Angelina relaxes with
chicks in peep pouches.

customers return to her time and time
again.
Like most other people in the chicken
(side) business, Johnson had to learn
new skills like marketing, graphic
design, and bookkeeping as she went.
“I know this is cliché, but I feel like if I
can do it, anybody can do it.” Johnson
often encourages people to go after
their own business ideas, whether crafting, chickens, or otherwise. “With some
thought and intention, you can make
something out of it.”

Visual Deﬂection Net
HUGE! 1500 Sq. . of
Overhead Hawk Protec on

Go t C o o p C r i t te rs ?

...Get PredatorPee Ò:

TOVE DANOVICH is a writer

based in Portland, Oregon where she
catalogs her flock's antics on Instagram
@BestLittleHenhouse.
You can also find her on Twitter
@TKDano
ToveDanovich.com.

Create The Illusion
That A Predator Is Nearby.
PredatorPeeStore.com/chickens.html
Hermon, Maine 207.478.6426
info@MaineOutdoorSolutions.com

BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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10 THINGS
Every New
Chicken
Owner Should
Know
BY STACY BENJAMIN

C

HICKENS GAIN popularity
every year, and for a good
reason! They provide us with
breakfast, entertainment, and so much
more. There will be ups and downs in
your new chicken adventure, so hang
on for a wild ride full of surprises, more
smiles than you ever thought possible,
and a few bumps along the way. Here
are 10 common experiences that you
will likely encounter with chickens.
1. THEY WILL STEAL YOUR HEART
You will soon discover that chickens are so much more than a pet that
provides breakfast. They each have
unique and endearing personalities,
and whether it be their fluffy cheeks,
a huge floppy comb, or the way they
look at you sideways, you’ll soon have
favorites in your flock.
2. TREATS AND PROPER NUTRITION
Chickens love treats, and it’s so
fun to watch them eating out of your
hand or in your lap if you’re lucky
to have an extra friendly lady. We all
want to spoil the ladies, but it’s important to keep treats to no more than
about 10% of their diet. The majority
of their diet should be a quality layer
feed that provides the proper amount
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Use hardware cloth to keep your flock safe from predators.

of protein, vitamins, and minerals that
they’ll need to stay healthy during their
laying years. An imbalanced diet can
lead to overweight chickens, which can
cause health problems and affect their
egg-laying. Chicks, pullets, and adult
chickens have different nutritional requirements, so provide the proper feed
for your chickens' age.
3. HOW TO KEEP YOUR FLOCK SAFE
Predators are always looking to
make an easy meal, so it’s important
to provide secure housing and daytime
accommodations for your flock. Ensure
your coop has no gaps in the walls or
floor that small predators like weasels
can slip through. If you provide an outdoor run, use ½-inch hardware cloth instead of chicken wire because raccoons
can easily reach through chicken wire
to grab a cornered chicken. Portable
electric poultry netting is a great option
if you want to provide a large outdoor
area for your flock or want the flexibility to rotate their pasture while keep-

ing them safe from larger four-legged
predators. Aerial netting or overhead
wires can deter aerial predators. If you
can't be home every night at dusk to
ensure everyone is safely in their coop,
automatic coop doors can be a lifesaver.
4. THEY WILL RUIN YOUR GARDEN
When I got my first flock of three
backyard chickens, I thought my garden
and chickens could coexist. That idea
lasted for about five minutes! Chicken

Gardening with chickens
can be a challenge.

wire can keep chickens from digging in your favorite areas
of the garden, which is the first place they will go to make
their dust bath.
5. THERE WILL BE ROOSTERS
Although most chicks are sold as “sexed,” meaning that
there is an approximately 90% chance that they are females,
several breeds are also sold as “straight-run,” meaning a 50%
chance of getting a rooster. You'll inevitably wind up with an
unexpected rooster in your batch of chicks at some point. He
will start to reveal himself by about two months of age with
his brighter feathers and beautiful tail, and of course, by
his crow at about five months of age. If you live in the city
and can’t keep a rooster, only buy sexed chicks and resist
the urge to hatch fertile eggs, which, according to Murphy’s
Law, will undoubtedly result in roosters.

A colorful young rooster.

6. CHICKEN MATH
With so many beautiful breeds of chickens available in a
variety of colors and patterns, different styles of crests and
combs, and even with feathered feet, you will soon find
reasons to add to your flock. In my case, one of my first
three backyard chicks turned out to be a rooster, so naturally,
after rehoming him, I had to get three more chicks to round
out my flock. I now live in the country with 30-ish chickens.
Enough said!
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7. CHASING THE EGG RAINBOW
In addition to the many temping
breeds of chickens, there are almost as
many tempting colors of eggs. From
the dark brown egg layers such as
Marans and Welsummer to the blue
and green egg layers such as Araucana,
Easter Egger, and Cream Legbar, to the
relatively new olive egg layers, chasing
the egg rainbow goes hand in hand with
chicken math.
8. BROODY CHICKENS
Some breeds want nothing more than
to be a momma hen. While this can be a
good thing under the right circumstances, it can also be annoying in a small
flock when your hens decide to stop
laying eggs and to hatch them instead.
Take this personality trait into account
when selecting chickens for your flock.
Breeds known for their broodiness

A broody Buff Orpington.

R LE
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Become a member
of The Livestock
Conservancy today!
Help save rare breeds
with America’s leading
nonprofit working to
protect more than 150
livestock and poultry
breeds from extinction
LivestockConservancy.org
919-542-5704

Basket of rainbow eggs.

include Silkie, Cochin, Buff Orpington,
and Brahma.
9. REPRODUCTIVE PROBLEMS
This is one of the hardest parts of
raising chickens. They have been bred
to maximize the number of eggs they
lay, which unfortunately has resulted in
physiological changes that often lead to
damaging or fatal reproductive problems. Becoming egg-bound, internal
laying/egg yolk peritonitis, or laying
frequent soft-shelled eggs are all too
common in our flocks, and it's heartbreaking when it occurs in one of your
favorite ladies. If you can take your
chicken to an avian vet specializing in
chickens for treatment, this is the best
option, but it can be expensive, and
there are no guarantees that she can be
saved. As I said, this is the hardest part
about keeping chickens, and I wish it
weren't so.
10. FLOCK INTEGRATION
If you keep chickens for many years,
or if you fall victim to numbers 6,
7, or 8 above, you will find yourself
needing to integrate younger birds into
your existing flock. This can be just as
traumatic for the chicken owner as it is
for the chickens being integrated, who
will quickly learn the meaning behind
the term “pecking order.”
A few tips may help with this

Quality You Can Count On
We also sell gray Kosher King and
Color Yield Freedom Rangers and
Cornish Cross chicks!
Perfect for free-range environments, these
tri-colored or red feathered chickens grow to
5-6 lbs in just 9-11 weeks. They are an active
breed and thrive when allowed to free range,
scratch and dust bathe in natural sunlight.

717-336-4878 • www.FreedomRangerHatchery.com
challenging time. Wait to integrate the
new chickens until they are close to the
same body size as the older chickens.
Provide adequate space and hiding
areas where they can get away from
the older girls. Always introduce new
birds in groups. Never try to integrate a
single hen into an existing flock; it will
be extremely difficult for her as the sole
object of the existing flock's attention.
Besides, everyone needs a buddy, even
in the chicken world.

STACY BENJAMIN lives on

4.5 acres in St. Helens, Oregon with
her husband and her flock of four
dozen-ish chickens and heritage
Narragansett turkeys. She is an avid
gardener who enjoys preserving her
garden harvest, as well as making
handmade soaps and other natural
products. Find her on Instagram
@5rfarmoregon and @5rfarmsoap and
on her website www.5rfarm.com.
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HETHER YOU ARE A BREEDER who wants
to advertise their show birds or a hobbyist who
loves to capture their chicken’s character, learning how to take better chicken pics can be accomplished
with a few easy tips. Walking around, you'll notice everyone always has a camera in their hand or in their pocket.
While some phones take higher quality photos than my
real camera, you can apply these tips to either device.

Although this Orpington isn't grumpy,
the angle of the face sure tells a story.

Taking
Chicken
Pictures
BY KENNY COOGAN
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CHICKEN PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS
Shoot in Natural Light — Around sunset and sunrise,
the sunlight turns warm, and photographers refer to this
period as the golden hour. Depending on your latitude and
longitude, this “hour” can last between 50 and 90 minutes.
This is a great time to practice taking chicken pic profiles.
The contrast reduces during this time, making shadows
not as dark and highlights not as likely to be overexposed.
If you can’t shoot during the magical golden hour, try to
pick a pleasant sunny day with a slight overcast. Using
natural light and avoiding the flash will ensure you don't
experience red eye. Most digital cameras, and now smartphones, have a setting for sun or clouds. If you wanted to
take photos indoors with a preferred blank background,
I’ve found that shooting near a large window is the easiest.
Snap Quickly and Often — Take a lesson from the
teens: take many photos and edit them later. Often when
I approach one of my birds doing something adorable,
I start taking photos as I approach. This helps me improve the likelihood that I will get a piece of the behavior
recorded, even if it isn’t an ideal picture. If you wait to
start taking photos until you and the bird are in the exact
right spot, you risk them leaving. Placing your camera on
continuous auto-focus or sports mode will also help in
securing the perfect moment. If most of your photos aren’t
to your liking, it’s not a problem. It’s not like you wasted
a roll of film. Delete the poor photos, reload the SD card,
recharge, and try again.
Be Patient — In taking chick pics, patience is crucial.
Chickens are inquisitive. I have never had success using
treats to aid in the perfect pic. Their pecking order does
not lend itself to using food to get a flock in the right
stance. Once the food is thrown, birds are pugnacious,
and it doesn’t show their best quality. I’ve found that by
sitting with my camera and waiting for the flock to resume
daily life, I get the best photos. Once a bird strikes that
special pose, be ready. Many times, once they see their
reflection in the lens, they are like the god Narcissus: they
all seem to want to be the star. These chicken pic tips are
not limited to chickens of course. Heritage turkey breeds,
especially the toms, photography well when they are
strutting for their hens. Be patient, and you’ll capture the
perfect moment.

Be Prepared — Prior to a
successful photoshoot, you should
have a mission. Pet photography
is best when a picture tells a
story. Think about your chicken’s
personality and try to capture
it on camera. The way your pet
photography can tell a story is
through your subject’s character.
Grooming and bathing chickens
prior to the photoshoot will show
off their healthy feathers and your
love for them.
Observe Backgrounds —
Bars of a cage, an extra bird, or
an unsightly DIY project in the
background could ruin your shot.
Be attentive of backgrounds and
blur them using your camera’s TV
function or edit them in post-production. Blurring the background
also puts the photo's subject in
focus and gives your chicken pic
a professional feel. If you are
having trouble clearing up the
background, change your angle
and position in relation to the bird.

Shoot at Eye Level — On
average, chickens are tiny. Shooting an aerial view of them is not
going to capture their personality.
The photo will also not be proportional. Get the camera to their
eye level by either elevating them
to yours by photographing them
perched on a fence or chair or by
getting on the ground. Use plastic
bags or cushions on the ground if
you don't want to get dirty…. but
you do raise backyard poultry, so
you probably won’t mind. Once
you settle on the ground, your
chickens may start to wander don’t panic. You can take candid
pictures of them not directly
looking at you to show their
perspective. Making funny sounds
or clicks can get them to focus on
you. If the AF (AutoFocus) square
is bouncing around on the screen,
place it on an eye to capture their
spirit.

I photographed this pink-footed goose (Anser
brachyrhynchus) in Iceland during the golden hour as
the sun balanced on the horizon. The effect — a warm
magical glow.

blueribbonnongmo.com
BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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Cluck & Collect

T

BY SUSIE KEARLEY

HE BRITISH HEN WELFARE TRUST rehomes
caged hens at the end of their commercial lives, so
they are saved from slaughter and become muchloved pets. In July 2020, the Trust introduced a “Cluck and
Collect” system, created for safe, socially-distanced
rehoming during the pandemic. Founder Jane Howorth
explained to Susie Kearley how the process works.
MARCH 2020: LOCKDOWN 1
In March 2020, the UK went into its first national lockdown. Panic buying was rife, so fresh food, eggs, and toilet
roll became hard to find. The British Hen Welfare Trust
received a surge in calls from people wanting to take hens,
but they decided not to rehome during lockdown, creating a
waiting list instead.
“We didn’t rehome during lockdown because it felt like
it wouldn’t be right,” explains Jane. “The government was
saying non-essential travel was prohibited, and people were
frightened. It was a scary time, but at the same time, demand
for the hens and their eggs went off the scale!
“We had to acclimatize to home working fast, as our six
phone lines started ringing off the hook immediately. People
who’d never kept hens before were wanting to rehome chickens because they wanted eggs during lockdown, and some
wanted chickens to keep the children entertained while we
were all kept at home. Neither of those was a good reason for
getting hens, and I had to find a way to tell people that they
need more commitment than that diplomatically — hens are
a long-term responsibility!
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“It was the end of July when lockdown eased, and we
started to rehome hens again, in locations where we felt it
was possible to do so safely. By that time, we had a waiting
list of 27,000 hens, having booked 800 hens in one morning
in March when lockdown began. We had to work out a way
to safely operate the rehoming process, so our new ‘Cluck
and Collect’ system was introduced.
“We had fantastic support from the charitable arm of Pets
at Home (a pet shop chain store) — they funded some boxes
for people to take their hens home in if they don't have their
own pet carriers.
“We had to spread the rehoming period, so people didn't
all arrive at the same time. We asked people to stay in their
cars and come prepared with carriers for their new hens. We
operated carefully and kept contact to a bare minimum, with
no contact at all where possible.
“We have over 1,000 volunteers and asked people to work
with members of their own family, so they didn't come into
contact with people outside of their own household. Some
volunteers in a high-risk category couldn't help, but it went
very well where the system worked.
“By July, people were fed up with boundaries and
restrictions. They were excited to pick up their new family
members — the hens! Quite a lot of people said they’d been
thinking of doing this for a long time, and the girls in the
office worked their socks off trying to accommodate
everyone who wanted hens!”

poultry 101

minutes later, people will arrive to collect their hens. Dog
crates are popular for carrying the birds home, but people
have a range of containers, including boxes with holes so
the hens can see out and other pet carriers. The containers
supplied by Pets at Home help us home hens to those who are
a bit disorganized or who bring something unsuitable, and it
helps to speed up the process.
“All the administration is done remotely before the pick-up.
The donations are taken online in advance, so when the hens
are collected, it's a quick process, and they're ticked off our
list as they leave. The new keepers go off very happy, and our
Cluck and Collect system always works very well. People just
want a way to get their hens!”

Jane with rescued chickens. Photo by Sean Malyon.

HOW CLUCK AND COLLECT WORKS
“So, what's the process?” I enquire. “If I phone up wanting
some hens, what happens next?”
“I’d talk to you about your set up,” says Jane, “and what the
birds are like to keep. I’d ask about your situation at home,
such as whether you have lively dogs that might pose a risk
or upset the birds, and I’d answer any questions you have.
I’d direct you to a raft of information we have about keeping
hens and biosecurity, etc., and put you on a waiting list.
“When a slaughter date comes up, we give you a time, date,
and place near your home to arrive, and you come within
your time slot. We have 15-minute time slots for collections.
People are very good-natured and don’t mind waiting if
there’s a bit of a delay. At our headquarters in Devon, we can
manage 30-40 cars queuing, but in reality, we only have about
10-12 at any one time. It’s good to have that extra capacity,
though, in case an unexpected delay creates a temporary
tailback.
“We take the hens from the farms in poultry crates, where
12 of them snuggle together and settle down for the journey.
We then unload them, give them a health check, and remove
any unsuitable birds for rehoming — sometimes there may
be a bird with minor bruising or looks poorly. About 30-60
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NOVEMBER 2020: LOCKDOWN 2
The UK went into a second national lockdown in
November. Were there any new COVID-19 challenges to
adapt to?
“When the second lockdown started, we managed to
rehome 900 hens local to us the day before lockdown,” says
Jane. “Apart from that, we faced the same challenges as
Lockdown 1. We decided against rehoming during the
second lockdown period but couldn’t wait to start again on
December 2nd, when the country reopened under a tiered
system of restrictions. We prefer to work on a regional basis,
so started rehoming in the southwest, where the numbers
were quite low.”
How does the number of hens rehomed compare to a
normal year? “With the surge in demand, we would have
rehomed more hens in 2020 than usual if we’d kept up the
pace,” Jane explains, “but because we went into a second
national lockdown, we lost ground again. We eventually
managed to rehome over 58,000 hens by the end of 2020 —
then the UK went into a third lockdown in January 2021!
“The nation has responded really warmly to our attempts to
rehome hens. People have taken our hen rehoming initiative
to their hearts, helping to spread the word and support what
we do. More people are adopting chickens, and more want to,
and the word-of-mouth publicity and articles in the press
always help spread the word and boost demand. We have lots
of heart-warming stories! We are ambitious, too, always looking for opportunities. What a dream it would be to start up in
the U.S. in the future.
Find more information at bhwt.org.uk.
SUSIE KEARLEY is a freelance writer and journalist
who lives in Great Britain along with two young guinea
pigs and an aging husband! In Britain she has been
published in Your Chickens, Cage & Aviary Birds,
Small Furry Pets, and Kitchen Garden magazines.
facebook.com/susie.kearley.writer
twitter.com/susiekearley
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BREED PROFILE:

Langshan Chicken
Chicken
The Perfect Dual-Purpose Breed for the Small Homestead
BY TAMSIN COOPER
Painting by Jean Bungartz, 1885 (public domain).

BREED: The Langshan in China and America, and the Croad
Langshan in Britain, is a heritage utility breed, which has
given rise to show breeds in Australia (Australian Langshan),
Germany (German Langshan), and the UK (Modern
Langshan).
ORIGIN: Langshan means Wolf Hill and relates to a scenic
area in eastern China, just south of Nantong on the Yangtze
River. Wolf Hill is important in Buddhist culture, featuring
a temple at its apex. Although only 350 feet high, it is
prominent on the Jiangsu plain and the most beautiful in
the region. Langshan chickens have been bred here for
centuries..
HISTORY: Major F. T. Croad first imported Langshan
chickens to England in 1872. British breeders originally
debated whether it was a unique breed. Some argued strongly
that it was a “poor variety of Cochin.” Others bred them with
Cochin to improve the latter’s black plumage. The major’s
niece, Miss A. C. Croad, fought tirelessly to establish the
breed against fierce opposition. The new breed proved to
have exceptional utility properties and was finally accepted
as a distinct breed. It became popular until the rise of
commercial breeds after World War II.
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In 1878, birds from the Croad flock were imported into the
United States. During that century, they were highly favored
in America. The APA recognized the original Black variety in
1883, and the American Langshan Club was formed in 1887.
Related breeds arose through breeders focusing on
longer-legged strains for show purposes. In Britain, the
Modern Langshan features tighter plumage and a slimmer
breast. The German Langshan’s long legs are free of
feathering. The Australian Langshan was developed from
birds imported from China in 1905 with Croad and Modern
Langshans, plus the original Black Orpingtons. They were
found to have an excellent feed to egg ratio and became one
of the most popular utility breeds. These days they are
leggier and mainly bred for show.
Although specialist industrial breeds have overtaken
productivity, the Chinese government has aided an initiative
to preserve the original breed in China. Jifa Zhang, an undergraduate working at Langshan Chicken Farm in Nantong,
reported the farm's efforts to preserve, breed, and improve
the breed since 1959.
CONSERVATION STATUS: Watch on The Livestock
Conservancy Priority List; the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) reports 1389 head in four flocks in 2015,

up to 1000 in the UK in 2002, while in China, there may
still be many thousands. In Britain, the Rare Breeds
Survival Trust and Croad Club support conservation
efforts, although fertility issues have arisen due to small
population size.
BIODIVERSITY: This unique heritage breed has a long
history in its place of origin.
DESCRIPTION: A tall, large bird with a full breast,
and deep body, although relatively small-boned. Tail
feathers are carried as high as the head, giving a distinctive
U shape. Eyes are dark brown. Legs are fairly long, with
moderate feathering on the shank and outer toe. Shanks
are blue-black with pink between the scales, pale pink
soles, and white toenails.

© The Livestock Conservancy

VARIETIES: The original Black has a green sheen. The
White was developed from the Black in England in 1885
and accepted by the APA in 1893, followed by the Blue in
1987. Bantams have been developed and recognized in all
three colors.
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Wolf Hill. Photo credit: Sun Liming/pixabay.com (CC0 license)

Jiangsu province in China.
Image credit: Das steinerne Herz and Uwe Dedering/commons.
wikimedia.org CC BY-SA 3.0 (creativecommons.org)

SKIN COLOR: White.
COMB: Single.
POPULAR USE: An adaptable
dual-purpose bird for the backyard and
the foundation of many other breeds,
such as Orpington, Plymouth Rock, and
Jersey Giant.
EGG COLOR: Mid to dark brown,
sometimes with a pale purple bloom.
EGG SIZE: Large.
PRODUCTIVITY: Averaging 150
eggs per year, birds lay during winter
months, only declining after six years,
although they may continue to ten.
They start laying from six months and
are slow-growing. Their abundant white
meat is juicy and flavorful.
WEIGHT: Rooster 9.5 lb.; hen 7.5 lb.;
cockerel 8 lb.; pullet 6.5 lb. Bantam
rooster: 36 oz.; hen: 32 oz.; cockerel:
32 oz.; pullet: 28 oz.

© The Livestock Conservancy
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TEMPERAMENT: These intelligent
and inquisitive birds are active,

graceful, and easily tamed. Their calm
and friendly disposition makes them
great around children, and males are
normally not aggressive.
ADAPTABILITY: Hardy foragers that
can adapt to any soil type and extremes
of temperature and humidity, even
conditions far removed from their
native land. They originated in a humid
subtropical climate with damp, chilly
winters and hot, humid summers prone
to downpours and storms, making them
the only Asiatic suited to the Southern
States. However, they cope better on
well-drained land and require shelter
from the sun and rain. Hens become
broody in April/May, setting well,
but not over-persistently. They make
attentive mothers but need space to
avoid treading on chicks. Heavy birds
require lower perches (six inches high)
and bedding to cushion the jump. Some
prefer to sleep in a well-padded nest.
SOURCES
The Livestock Conservancy | Croad
Langshan Club | Heigl, L. 2010.
Croad Langshan. Aviculture-Europe.
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Avoiding A
Cat-Astrophe
BY MARK M. HALL

T

HE PRACTICE of brooding
day-old chicks has always been
enjoyable for our family. Even
routine preparations are pleasant and
stress-free. However, all of that changed
when our two house cats came to live
with us.
One spring afternoon, I prepared
my brooder for eight Cochin chicks
scheduled to arrive the next day. After
a thorough cleaning, I set it on top of
an old microwave stand in our utility
room. The brooder was a clear plastic
storage tub, installed with feeders and
a heat lamp. My young daughters loved
it, for they could peer eye to eye with
the cute little puffballs.
As I layered the bottom of the tub
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with pine shavings, my wife walked
into the room and casually asked how I
planned to keep our cats out of it.
“The cats!” I remembered aloud,
clapping my hand to my forehead.
“Uggh! I forgot all about the cats!” Our
daughters had received two kittens the
previous Christmas, which had since
grown to be quite large and insatiably
curious. So much for the preparations
being routinely pleasant and stress-free.
This time around, they looked to be
irksome and nerve-racking.
In my mind, I could see the helpless
chicks being whacked across the tub
floor like tiny hockey pucks, amidst the
girls’ screams as they watched the devastation unfold right before their eyes.

My wife must have experienced similar
mental imagery, but she was sure that
I would appropriately handle this
change in circumstances. “Oh well,”
she said with a smile. “You’ll work
out a solution.” Having created a few
mishaps over the years, I was surprised
by her confidence, but I was not about
to depose her of it.
“Absolutely,” I replied, doing my best
to put on an air of confidence. “Those
eager cats are no match for me.” I had
hoped that some great idea would come
to mind as she walked away, but such
was not the case. As I stood, thoughtfully staring at the tub, there did not
seem to be any good options. To brood
the chicks somewhere outside would be
ideal, but there was no safe space available. Inside the house, the utility room
seemed to be the only appropriate one,
yet two open entryways made it nearly
impossible to keep the cats out.
I have since learned that there are at
least a couple of methods to keep cats
away from brooding chicks effectively.
Harmless repellents can be sprayed
indoors, even directly onto furniture, to
keep cats in check. The best method, I
later discovered on my own, is to keep
the brooder inside a dog crate. However, on that day, my train of thought did
not leave the station.
Fixated on making some form
of progress, I resolved to set up the
brooder lamp. The procedure is usually
quite simple, but that day it only led
me farther down the road to disaster. I
always attached my lamp to one end of
a lightweight chain, but when I tried to
connect the other end to the ceiling, the
ancient hook overhead broke in half. As
frustration mounted, I remembered that
there was another ceiling hook elsewhere in the house. Positioned above a
tight corner between the bathroom and
the patio door, it would be a terrible
place for the brooder. Access to both
the bathroom and the patio was sure
to be hampered, but moments later, I
wheeled the old microwave stand out of
the utility room, down the hall, and into
that new location.

Feeling ill, I turned it every which way, hoping to salvage
the use of both doors, but to no avail. Ultimately, I had to
choose whether to block the patio door or the bathroom
instead. Ensuring access to the bathroom seemed a no-brainer, perfect for my low mental aptitude on that day. Then, in
a matter of moments, the lamp was in place, ready to warm
the chicks. It was a positive step, but I still had not figured
out how to keep the cats away.
Then, from the dim recesses of my desperate mind, an
idea began to form, one so ridiculous and unsightly that I
dared not bring it to the forefront. Having considered myself
one with moderately good sense, I was dismayed to find
that such an absurd design could ever originate in my brain.
However, the times were dire, and, still, no other plan had
materialized. Feeling rushed and out of options, I allowed
myself to flirt with disaster.
The next thing I knew, I was walking out the door and in
the direction of our shed. As in a dream, I watched myself
pick up a large roll of chicken wire, along with some tools,
and carry them into the house. I unrolled a 4’-long section
and cut it away with my fence pliers. In disbelief, I stretched
it across the front of the microwave stand as well as the patio
door. Then, picking up my hammer, I pounded long nails
into the door trim and bent them over the wire at a 90-degree

“Best purchase we have made for our poultry! Costs pennies a day to run and
has a safety feature that gives me peace of mind.
Thank you for making such an incredible product!” -Linda B.
5-Star Ratings

3-Year Warranty

Free Shipping within the Continental USA

WWW.SWEETERHEATER.COM
Call 715.651.9757
BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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The reader may wonder
about my wife’s reaction to
all of this. For a moment,
I thought that I might
receive her approval,
but her silence spoke
otherwise. Fortunately,
time heals many wounds.
angle, crudely securing it. The other end
of the chicken wire I fastened
similarly, leaving sufficient space for
entry into the bathroom.
Finally, after attaching another portion of wire just above it, the formidable
fortress reached above the top of the
brooder. Taking a step back, I observed
with a heavy sigh the profound mess I
had made. It was hideous, to be sure,
but at least I was confident that it would
keep the cats away … and indeed it did.
Now, as I begin to wrap up this true
tale, the reader may wonder about my
wife’s reaction to all of this. I had just
finished my work when she turned the
corner, stopping dead in her tracks. Instantly, her eyes grew large, and her jaw
dropped to the floor in speechless awe.
She scanned the wire, the nails, and the
blocked patio door with fascination. For
a moment, I thought that I might receive
her approval, but her silence spoke
otherwise.
Fortunately, time heals many wounds.
We can now laugh about that preposterous brooding experience as we lounge
on the patio that is once again accessible. The brooder, the microwave stand,
and indeed the chicken wire are all
gone. Only the nail holes in the trim are
left, but I don't point them out.

If a hen could choose…

Brinsea the world leading incubator manufacturer has a full line
of incubators, brooders, egg candlers, starter kits
and much more! All with 3 year warranty.

Hatching your own
chicks is fun, easy and
reliable with Brinsea

For more information www.brinsea.com
or call 1-888-667-7009
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Free
Color
Catalog

Incubation Specialists

MARK M. HALL lives with his
wife, their three daughters, and
numerous pets on a four-acre
slice of paradise in rural Ohio.
Mark is a veteran small-scale
chicken farmer and an avid
observer of nature. As a freelance
writer, he endeavors to share
his life experiences in a manner
that is both informative and
entertaining.

Depend on us when their start
depends on you.
The success of your flock depends
on raising pullets the right way.
With Pen Pals poultry feed it is
proven performance from the
Wholesome Choice.

Strutt your stuff in
new Pen Pals gear!
Visit the website for
Customer Rewards
Program details.
ADM Pen Pals Poultry

BackyardPoultryNutition.com
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CHICKENS PAID THE PRICE
BY DOROTHY RIEKE

G

RANDPA JOHN AND GRANDMA AMELIA would
never admit it, but they bought the wrong farm at the
wrong time. They purchased 87 acres of land before
1920. Unluckily, they were still making payments during the
days of the Great Depression of the ‘30s.
The land was fertile, but that farm was “cut-up” with a
wooded creek that reduced the land suitable for farming to a
little over 65 acres.
During their time, 87 acres should have supported their
family of five: Grandpa, Grandma, and two daughters, and
one son. However, with little rain, dust storms, grasshoppers,
and hot days, Grandpa struggled to raise enough crops to
support his family and pay off his debt. Hanging wet sheets
in place of window curtains during dust storms, fighting
grasshoppers with large brooms, and praying for rain were
common occurrences.
One day the tall, dark-haired banker who had loaned
Grandpa and Grandma money for buying their farm arrived
at their rural home for a visit. He talked about the weather,
asked them about their crops’ conditions, and then went on to
make an unbelievable suggestion.
Standing in front of the seated couple with his dark eyes
blazing, he exclaimed, “You folks will never get this farm
paid for. You might as well give up and move off. I’ll tell you
what I’ll do to help. I’ll give you $50 if you move off this
land by the end of the month lock, stock, and barrel. That’s
my best offer!”
Grandpa and Grandma could not have been more
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surprised. Hadn’t they made their payments on time? Even
though those payments had been hard to come by, they were
paying.
The now unwelcome visitor soon sensed the couple’s fear
and anger. “Well, I’ll let you think about my proposal, but
don’t wait too long! I may change my mind, and then, where
would you be?”
My grandparents were stunned. Give up the land? Grandpa
was undoubtedly thinking, “I’ve planted fruit trees and a nice
garden. Buildings have been painted. A new well has been
dug. All that labor for $50; that doesn’t seem right.”
Weeks and months of worry passed. Then, the couple
heard about the “New Deal” loan program for farmers who
had purchased land. They could apply for a 20-year or a
40-year loan at low interest rates. Immediately, they applied
for the 40-year loan and were accepted. They paid off the
original loan and began making payments to the government.
Grandpas increased his hog herd; Grandma increased her
flocks of chickens.
To discover the best breed of chickens for eating and
egg-laying, Grandma tried Rhode Island Reds, Barred Plymouth Rocks, and Buff Orpington chickens. It was thought
that lighter weight chickens are better egg layers than heavy
breeds, good meat producers.
Grandma sold fertile and other eggs, she sold chickens
alive or dressed, and she sold her angel food cakes, made
with many egg whites. All these activities helped raise money
to pay for the land.

Incubators, Brooders, Cages & Supplies

Eggs and chickens were valuable to
farmers at that time: people often served
eggs three times a day and prepared
chicken in many ways for noon and
evening meals. Fried chicken, a favorite
for most families, was breaded and
fried in lard. With its crispy coating and
rich flavor, it could not be beat! Baked
chicken was served on holidays or special Sundays when company came.
Pressed chicken soon became a
favorite meat dish: the cooked chicken
was removed from the bones and cut
into small pieces. After adding broth
and herbs, they placed a heavy plate on
top to press the pieces together. It could
be served cold or warm, cut in slices,
and church potlucks featured five or six
dishes of pressed chicken.
Each week, eggs were taken to the
general store’s produce section to be
candled and sold. Groceries, such as
sugar, coffee, salt, and other items not
produced on the farm, were purchased
with the egg money.

Quality, Utility, and Performance at a Reasonable Price

GQF MANUFACTURING CO.
PO BOX 1552
SAVANNAH, GA 31402 USA

visit GQFmfg.com

THE CHICKEN THIEF
Many bad things could occur to a
flock of chickens. Disease often hovered over the flock. Animals such as
foxes and coyotes were constant threats
in early morning hours.
Perhaps, one of the worst all-time
threats was chicken thieves. Oh, yes,
chicken thieves were present in almost
all communities. There were always
people during the Great Depression who
could not find work or who did not want
to work. A few of these people supplemented their food supply with plump,
well-fed farm chickens.
One night, Grandpa and Grandma
were asleep in their upstairs bedroom.
The north window, facing the chicken
house, was open because the summer
evening was hot and sultry.
All of a sudden, Grandpa was awakened by hens calling for help.
His first thought was that a fox had
entered the henhouse. Truthfully, that
building needed work, but there was
little money for repairs once they paid
the principal and interest payments.
BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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Left: Grandpa and Grandma, wearing their wedding garments.
Above: Grandpa and Grandma celebrating their anniversary.

Grandpa jumped out of bed, pulled on his bib overalls,
and put on his high-topped shoes. He rushed down the steep,
narrow stairs to the dining room. Once downstairs, he ran to
the dining-room door. Behind that door were his guns. He
grabbed his shotgun loaded with birdshot.
He rushed out the back door heading for the yard gate. He
then opened the gate and began racing for the chicken house.
He slammed into another human being! What? He staggered to a stop wondering what had occurred.
The chicken thief, who had been in the chicken house
catching hens and stuffing them in a sack, dropped his
gunny sack and began running pell-mell toward the big gate
between the driveway and the barnyard.
Grandpa, now understanding what was happening, began
racing toward the gate. Then, in the stillness of the night,
Grandpa heard a plop. The man, crawling over the fence,
must have caught his pants or foot on barbed wire stretched
across the gate and fallen to the ground.
Then Grandpa heard pounding footsteps on the driveway.
He flung open the gate and began chasing after the fleeing
thief.
The thief raced out onto Highway 75, moving north at a
swift pace. Grandpa was right after him but soon fell behind,
out of breath.
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At that point, Grandpa must have thought in despair, “That
thief is getting away!” Anger guided Grandpa’s next move.
With deliberation, he raised his gun, aimed low, and fired.
There was a strangled yelp. Grandpa heard a car start but
could not see the car or the occupant. Soon, the car’s sound
was lost in the night.
The next morning, I’m sure the topic of conversation at the
breakfast table was Grandpa’s encounter with the chicken
thief. By the way, Grandpa found the sack of hens that next
morning. He carried the sack and dumped the surprised hens
in the hen house.
Let me warn you. Do not do anything like this today. I am
sure it would earn you a prison sentence. However, in those
days, people had to face their own problems.
If the economy would have been better, would these
people have turned to thievery? My grandpa would have willingly given chickens to any man whose family was hungry.
The days of the Great Depression were difficult, frustrating, and filled with hardship. Grandpa and Grandma finished
paying for their land while in their seventies. They worked
all their lives for that 87 acres. They faced each problem as
it came and took time to help others. That was probably the
answer to survival during that difficult time — people cared
about others and shared with them.

AMERICA’S LARGEST PHEASANT FARM

www.pheasant.com
HENS • STRAIGHT RUN • COCKS
Chinese Ringneck • Manchurian Ringneck Cross
Kansas Ringneck • Melanistic Mutant • Chukar Partridge

All Available for Shipping! We welcome small orders.

Hen Chicks
500+. . . 21¢ Each • 1000+. . . 16¢ Each

MacFarlane Pheasants, Inc.
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE
FOR RAISING TIPS
www.pheasant.com

Janesville, Wisconsin 53546 • Established 1929

Email us at chicksales@pheasant.com

800-345-8348

OVER 2.3 MILLION HATCHED IN 2020

NATIONAL DELIVERY...GUARANTEED!
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Reader
Submitted
Feature

Boris and
Natasha
BY JAY WINSLOW

T

HE CALL CAME FROM THE POST OFFICE
first thing in the morning. “We have a package for
you with live animals. Please pick it up as soon as
possible.” Margaret and I hopped in the car, drove to the post
office, and picked up our package. On the way home, we
soon heard a “peep, peep, peep” coming from the box. This
was good, and we heard it several times, but it was only one
bird peeping. A little later, though, we heard another “peep,
peep, peep” at a lower pitch, and we both cheered. We had
two live geese in our box!
Thus began our nine-year adventure with two wonderful
birds.
We named the goslings Boris and Natasha after the
characters Boris Badenov and Natasha Fatale in Rocky and
Bullwinkle. The names turned out to fit their personalities
well because Boris was very “allow me to introduce myself,"
and Natasha was more reserved and sultry.
Boris and Natasha were a constant delight, from their
honking and wing flapping when they first left the barn in the
morning to their gentle nibbles on my fingertips when I said
goodnight to them in the evening. Just watching them waddle
across the driveway to their pen for the day always made us
smile.
Boris was more vocal than Natasha, and he would sound
off whenever I called his name, whenever we had a visitor, or
for no discernible reason at all. They were always together,
and Boris jealously guarded Natasha and became agitated
when he couldn’t see her, even for a few seconds. When she
80
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nested in wait for an egg, Boris paced back and forth, ready
to protect her.
Good guard geese, Boris and Natasha once chased a bear
out of our yard. Boris also considered it his duty to approve
any tools or equipment we carried near him. Shovel, watering
can, rake, or ladder, Boris ran over, gave the item a nip, and
then honked his approval so we could go on our way.
They both loved their baths. They splashed, dunked head
first, and preened in their tubs. Sometimes they would
suddenly leap out of the water, run around the tubs honking
and flapping their wings, and then leap back in the water,
switching tubs in the process.
When we were outside working, the geese would follow us
and watch what we were doing. They walked down to where
I was raking leaves, watched for a while, and then walked
back up the hill to help Margaret with the weeding, which
consisted of evaluating each weed as it was put in the bucket
and pulling out the tasty ones for a snack.
Boris and Natasha are gone now. Their pen and bathing
tubs are empty. Their boisterous yet elegant presence is
missing from our lives after almost a decade. But we have
many happy memories that will always make us smile and be
grateful that we knew them.

2021
Poultry Sweepstakes
Over 21 sponsors with fabulous prizes
to give away! April 5th - May 2nd
Sponsored by:

backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/giveaways/poultry-spring-giveaway
Or visit the Backyard Poultry Facebook and Instagram pages for more details!
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DIY
Pallet
Coop
BY BRANDI FAULK

Check out this budget-friendly coop
using free pallets!

M

Y FLOCK OF BLACK COPPER MARANS
was in desperate need of a new chicken coop,
but the cost to build made the idea seem near
impossible. Our next-to-nothing budget forced us to get
creative and source nearly all our materials from salvaged
items found on Craigslist, or from our own backyard.
The projected cost of a new build was upwards of $1,000,
but we ended up spending only $250 to construct our 8-ft by
6-ft chicken coop, with an enclosed run of the same size.
Here is how we did it:
PALLETS
Chances are you have heard about the countless pallet
projects that have taken over the DIY scene by storm. While
brainstorming ideas for free materials, pallet boards instantly
came to mind. Although I had never actually worked with
pallets previously, I knew this was the answer to my coop
prayers. After scouring the internet, I found what I was looking for and hopped in my SUV as fast as my little legs could
carry me. It took two back-to-back trips, and lots of sweat
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Building with the kids' help while out of school during Covid quarantine.

On the run, we built a door made from pallet boards.
Having easy access to both sides was very important for me
for easy cleaning.
My husband used the remaining pallets to create a six-bed
nesting box for the chickens. He also built an awning over
the coop door with the left-over corrugated metal, and an
upcycled flower bed.
It took a lot of hard work to turn my dream coop into
reality. We could have saved a lot of time by building with
new materials … but by recycling as much as possible, I
feel we gave new life to things that otherwise would have
been wasted. But my favorite part of this whole salvaged
coop adventure is that we built it ourselves and that we
didn’t have to spend an arm and a leg to do it!

Follow Faulk Family Farm on Instagram
@faulkfamilyfarm
and muscle trying to squeeze 23 pallets into the back of my
SUV. But I was a girl on a mission.
Then came the really hard work, the disassembly process.
I spent three days prying all the boards off with tools I had
on hand, a crowbar and a Sawzall. I have since learned there
is a “Pallet Buster” tool you can purchase for $75, which
may be worth buying for future pallet projects.
THE BUILD
For the base, we dug down in the dirt on one end to
make the structure level and used (9) 2”x 8” 8-ft-long
boards. For the frame, we used a total of (15) 2”x 4” 8-ft
boards, (4) 2”x 3” 8-ft boards, (8) 1”x 4” 10-ft boards, and
(2) 4”x 4” 10-ft boards.
After building the base and frame, we attached pallet
boards to make up the siding. Then, sprayed the entire
structure with a water sealer to prevent rot.
We purchased half of the lumber from Lowe's and were
able to recycle the remaining boards from a previous shed
demolition. The biggest expense was the wire. We bought a
roll of chicken wire and hardware cloth. We placed hardware
cloth around bottom of base boards, and along the lower
portion of the chicken run. Chicken wire was used to enclose
the rest of the area. (Now we have leftover wire rolls for
future DIYs.)
We chose a slant roof, which was simple to build and good
for water drainage. We saved expenses by recycling old barn
tin panels for the roofing, that we discovered on our property.
EXTRA DETAILS
For the coop, we salvaged a vintage door which was
replaced during our home renovation. I was so glad to be
able to use it on the coop. It is old but has so much charm
with its chipping patina, and the color matches the original
trim on our house.

Top Left:
A pallet nesting
box.
Top Right:
The finished
project complete
with Farm Fresh
Eggs sign.
Right:
French Black
Copper Marans.
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h0mesteading library

Are you looking for a
good read this year?
Marissa Ames, our Senior Editor at
Countryside Publications,
reviews four new
homesteading books.
Durable Trades:
Family-Centered
Economies That Have
Stood the Test of Time
by Rory Groves
Durable Trades landed on my
desk as the Covid-19 pandemic
hit one year old, with 25.7 million Americans still out of work.
Homesteading helps fill the
gap between paychecks and
access to quality food, but many
still need jobs away from the
homestead. Families raising children worry that their kids
can find profitable careers. And then there’s the issue of the
family itself. When my children were young, I struggled to
put food on the table while still fulfilling all other facets of
motherhood. I found quality time while teaching my children
to farm and garden, but not everyone has that opportunity.
Rory Groves describes what my anthropologist husband
also says: These times aren’t unprecedented. We’ve experienced a pandemic each century, for the past 300 years.
Groves says in his Author's Note, “But what astounds most is
not the seriousness of the illness, but the fragility of the infrastructure on which our society depends — a central theme of
this book.” A paragraph later, he says, “Resilient nations rely
on resilient communities, which rely on resilient families.”
What trades, historically, have stood the test of time
while also supporting other crucial aspects of family life?
In Durable Trades, Groves describes pitfalls of economics
then details 61 different jobs. He provides Score Summaries:
percentage-based grades on historical stability, resiliency,
family-centeredness, income, and ease of entry. (“Farmer”
rates family-centeredness at 100% but historical stability at
68% because of how mechanization changes old ways.)
Overall, even if you’re not searching for new careers,
Durable Trades is a great read, describing how our fragile
economies have compromised other values in life and offers
discussion on ways to refocus on our jobs, families, and
communities.
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Goats Giving Birth:
What to Expect During
Kidding Season
by Deborah Niemann
It’s the most wonderful
(and frightening) time of the
year! From normal births to
problem deliveries, all new
goat owners could use an
experienced mentor during
kidding season. Goats Giving
Birth is like having a long-time goat-owning friend waiting at
your fingertips.
We were honored when New Society Publishers reached
out and asked the Goat Journal team to read and review a
book before its publication. We accepted, on one condition:
we were going to be honest. And we weren’t disappointed.
Deborah Niemann, longtime blogger and author of Raising
Goats Naturally, guides readers through the kidding process
in the same way that a veteran goat-owning friend would by
inviting a new owner to their farm — but within a narrative.
Instead of telling you what might go wrong, she describes
real scenarios with real goats, explaining what happened and
how she helped.
Tamsin Cooper, a valuable contributor to Goat Journal,
Backyard Poultry, and Countryside & Small Stock Journal,
reviewed, “This book is as engrossing as it is invaluable to
anyone anticipating goat births. Deborah Niemann’s practical
guide describes real-life experiences to complement any textbook knowledge — because so many births are not textbook
cases. Instructive and sometimes poignant stories are accompanied by helpful photographs and enlightened advice.”
When you can’t have that veteran goat-owning friend at
your side, Goats Giving Birth is the next best thing.
Pokey Jr: Even Roosters
Get Second Chances
by Brad Hauter
Roosters get a bad rap. Small
flocks don’t want them, cities
don’t allow them. Unless he’s a
prime breeding sire or flock protector, what’s a rooster to do?
Pokey Jr, named after his
mother Pokey, grew up in Illinois. When Edward, the previous
protector, sacrificed his life to
save his flock from a fox, Pokey Jr
took up the role as the New Sheriff in Town. His half-brother,
Patch, stuck to his side and learned his ways. Then, one day,

Patch usurped Pokey Jr’s position and
took control. Pokey Jr left the flock
social structure and lived alone on the
back porch until an incubator full of
hatching chicks gave him new purpose.
Pokey Jr later led those chicks to rejoin
the flock. But Patch wasn’t ready to
have Pokey Jr back.
Creator of the Coop Dreams television show, author Brad Hauter formed
a special bond with Pokey Jr. As the
rooster’s rise and fall played out before
him, Brad recorded it. Then he retold
it as a story of hope and redemption
after struggles. And, at the heart of the
story, is a testament to relationships and
friendships that last through the ages.

Simple. Fast.
Take the hassle out of backyard chicken
processing. Plucking a chicken by hand can
take as long as 30 minutes.
Yardbird has revolutionized this painstaking
and messy process. With the Yardbird, you can
fully defeather two birds in 15 seconds or less!

Features:

Hands-Free Irrigation Ring
1.5 HP Electric Motor
Removable Tub For Cleaning
Simple Debris Collection

Homemade Yogurt & Kefir:
71 Recipes for Making & Using
Probiotic-Rich Ferments
by Gianaclis Caldwell
I made my first batch of yogurt in
my slow cooker, and that’s how I’ve
done it for 10 years since. Sometimes, I
strained it through cheesecloth to make
Greek yogurt. We used it for buttermilk
biscuits when short on buttermilk, and
for “sour cream” in coffee cakes. The
culturing process was similar enough
that they were interchangeable. But,
beyond that, I was ignorant to the vast
world of fermented milk.
Skyr. It’s the buzzword these days.
And it’s simple to make. How about
labneh? So easy. Dahi, ryazhenka, sữa
chua, mishti doi — different yogurt
styles from different countries. And it’s

Visit www.yardbirdpluckers.com
1160 8th Avenue | Cumberland, WI 54829 | 800-345-6007

the uniqueness and cultural significance
that I love. There’s kefir, then there’s
koumiss, filmjölk, viili, piimä, and
matsoni. If you’re like me, the different
options are exciting. I want to try them
all.
In Homemade Yogurt & Kefir,
Gianaclis Caldwell doesn’t stop there.
This book is about cultures and milk,
and that “milk” can include plant-based
milks — how to make them, culture
them, and craft delicious foods with
them. Coconut milk viili and drinkable
almondgurt sound great right now.
This is more than just a cookbook.
Yogurt has been around for millennia,

a cultured source of probiotics and
a way of preserving dairy products.
Caldwell goes into histories, science
behind bacterial cultures, and avoiding
lactose issues. And she wraps it up in
the sweetest way: with recipes for yogurt crème brûlée and pumpkin yogurt
mousse.

Find these books
and many more
in our Shop!
shop.iamcountryside.com
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Backyard Poultry Bookstore
backyard poultry bookstore

Chicken Coops
By JuDy panGMan

Whether you keep one hen or
1,000 hens, you will find a housing plan in this comprehensive
book. Coops range from fashionable backyard structures to
large-scale, movable shelters.
You will also find plans for converting trailer frames, greenhouses and sheds using recycled
materials and simple ways to make waterers, feeders, and
nestboxes. 166 pages. $19.95

SAVE
25%

Storey’s Guide to
Raising Poultry
By Glenn Drowns

A diverse flock of poultry can provide free-range meat, a rainbow of
eggs, and endless entertainment—
all delivered from the confines of
your backyard or small farm. Glenn
Drowns, an expert on rare breeds
and varieties of turkeys, ducks,
geese, chickens, and other birds, delivers everything you need to know
to raise healthy, safe poultry. 454
pages.
$19.95

Now $14.99 — Save 25%
SAVE
25%

How to
Raise Chickens
By christine heinrichs

This book provides information
on breed types, obtaining stock,
housing, feeding, flock management, breeding programs, incubation and care of chicks, selection and culling, showing, health
care, and the legal aspects of
raising chickens. 208 pages.

$19.99
Now $14.99 — Save 25%

For a complete list of books visit:
iamcountryside.com/shop
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Reinventing the Chicken Coop
By Matthew wolpe & Kevin Mcelroy

Backyard chickens meet contemporary design! Here are 14 complete building plans for chicken
coops that range from the purely
functional to the outrageously
fabulous. Complete step-by-step
building plans are accompanied
by full-color photographs and
detailed construction illustrations.
192 pages. $19.95

Chicken Health Handbook

SAVE
25%

By Gail DaMerow

A must-have reference for the
small flock owner. Gail Damerow,
leading authority on all things
chicken, provides a complete reference to answer the questions
and resolve the problems of any
chicken raiser from beginner to
professional. This fully updated
and expanded edition of a longtime classic offers expert guidance on nutrition, reproductive issues, and a full range of
health problems. 487 pages.
$24.95
Now $18.75 — Save 25%

City Chicks

SAVE
50%

By patricia ForeMan

Chickens have become the mascot of
the local food movement. A desire
for sustainable, clean, wholesome
food and superior soil quality has
led more and more suburban and
city dwellers to keep laying hens in
their backyards and gardens. City
Chicks has the ambitious intent of
exploring three subjects: urban agriculture systems, recycling food and
yard waste, and using local resources to preserve and enhance the environment. This is a book that sees
chicken-raising as much more than an avian hobby interest. It’s
a book for our times. 460 pages.
$22.50
Now $11.25 — Save 50%

Storey’s Guide to
Raising Chickens 4th Edition

SAVE
25%

By Gail DaMerow

Storey’s Guide to Raising Turkeys
By Don schriDer

Completely revised and redesigned, making Storey’s Guide
to Raising Chickens full of more
accessible and updated informative than ever. You’ll get the most
up-to-date details on shelter,
food, health care, eggs, chicks,
and meat, and recent research
into chicken behavior and communication makes the sections on flock management truly
authoritative. New color photos and illustrations provide
more specificity and information about chicken breeds,
anatomy, and health. 424 pages. $24.95 Now $18.95

Not only are turkeys an excellent source
of succulent meat, rich eggs, and nutrient-dense manure, but they are curious,
social, and friendly as well: a perfect
and profitable choice for many farmers. Don Schrider brings his hands-on
experience to this one-stop reference
for humanely raising healthy turkeys.
Here is everything you need to know to
raise turkeys successfully, from selecting
the right breeds to housing, feeding,
breeding, health care, marketing, and much more. This allnew edition of the best-selling classic covers a wide range
of breeds, humane raising practices, pastured feeding methods, organic certification standards, and on-farm processing
guidelines. 310 pages. $19.95

Storey’s Illustrated Guide
to Poultry Breeds

My Pet Chicken

SAVE
25%

By carol eKarius

This definitive guide includes a brief
history of each breed, detailed
descriptions of identifying characteristics, and colorful photography
of more than 128 birds that celebrate the birds’ quirky personalities
and charming good looks. Includes:
chickens, ducks, geese, turkeys, emus,
guinea fowl, ostriches, partridges,
peafowl, pheasants, quails, and
swans. 277 pages.
$24.95
Now $18.71 — Save 25%
SAVE
25%

Storey’s Guide to Raising Ducks
By Dave holDerreaD

Raise ducks successfully, this book
covers everything from choosing the
right breeds to breeding and rearing
practices, feeding, housing, health
care, butchering, and much more.
This revised and updated second
edition includes coverage of more
breeds plus expanded information
on facilities for ducklings, health and
disease treatment, marketing, record
keeping, color genetics, and rare
breed conservation. 356 pages.
$19.95
Now $14.99 — Save 25%

SAVE
50%

By lissa lucas & traci torres, the experts at My pet chicKen

Detailed care instructions for baby
chicks and mature hens help to
ensure a friendly and enjoyable
flock. Then the joy of chicken keeping comes full “ovoid” with 50 recipes for breakfast, lunch, and dinner, featuring the incredible and
versatile egg, from homemade
egg noodles and sesame mayonnaise to a vegetable frittata and
caramel custard. 246 pages.

$17.99
Now $8.99 — Save 50%

Country Life Coloring Book
By caitlyn KeeGan

The delightful rural images and
timeless country sayings in the
Country Life Coloring Book provide a distinctive take on the
current coloring craze. These
45 ready-to-color pages include a mixture of intricately
hand-lettered phrases and
charming scenes of farm life
and outdoor beauty — including chickens, honey bees on
flowers, and barns. 45 pages.
$12.95
BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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SAVE
25%

Chicken Encyclopedia
By Gail DaMerow

New and indispensable for all chicken
enthusiasts! Beginners and old pros alike
will welcome Gail Damerow’s latest contribution to the poultry world, Anything
you want to know about chickens is either included here or it’s probably not
worth knowing. Not only a reference
work, it’s interesting enough to read on
its own, to get an education in chickenology. Or enjoy flipping through it to pick up fascinating facts
on every page. The full-color photos and illustrations are also
superb, both educational and a pleasure to look at. 319 pages.
$19.95
Now $14.99 — Save 25%
SAVE
35%

Hatching & Brooding
Your Own Chicks
By Gail DaMerow

If you want to incubate, hatch, and
brood chicks yourself, rather than buying them from a hatchery, this is the
guide you need. Learn how to hatch
healthy baby chickens, ducklings, goslings, turkey poults, and guinea keets,
addressing everything from selecting
a breed and choosing the best incubator to ensuring proper set-up and
sanitary conditions, understanding
embryo development, and feeding
and caring for newborn chicks in a brooder. 240 pages.
$24.95
Now $16.25 — Save 35%

Hentopia
By FranK hyMan

More eggs, less work! And more
enjoyment for both the chickens
and their keeper! Hyman's innovative building projects are
designed to save time and money while keeping chickens safe,
healthy, clean, and well fed.
Featuring easy-to-follow instructions and colorful photos, the
21 projects for the chicken yard
range from creative doorways,
nest boxes, fencing, and roosts to a predator-proof pen, a
"Chunnel" chicken run, and a sturdy but inexpensive coop
made from wooden pallets. 208 pages. $24.95
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APRIL/MAY 2021 | BACKYARD POULTRY

40 Projects for Your
Backyard Homestead
By DaviD toht

40 Projects for Building Your
Backyard Homestead provides
details on how to build more than
40 projects to enhance readers’
sustainable living. Even if you are
only moderately handy, you’ll
discover the tools and techniques
for building your own feeders,
fences, and structures. In the process, you’ll save money and have
the satisfaction of doing it yourself. 255 pages. $16.95
S

AVE
Backyard Poultry Magazine
50%
Anthology For the Love of Poultry

If you missed the first year of
Backyard Poultry here’s your second chance. The complete collection of articles and photos from
2006 is now a book! 307 pages
featuring more than 30 writers.
Enjoy reading as they share their
knowledge, and be entertained.
307 pages.

$19.95
Now $9.95 — Save 50%

Homemade Yogurt & Kefir

NEW

!

By Gianaclis calDwell

Step-by-step instructions cover the
basics of making dairy ferments,
from necessary equipment to the
myriad options for thickening,
sweetening, and flavoring. Along
with foundational recipes, you’ll
find instructions for creating different styles of yogurt and kefir as
well as other traditional milk ferments from around world, including Icelandic skyr, Asian koumiss,
and Finish viili. Techniques for making simple cheeses, butter,
whipped cream, and other dairy products using yogurt and
milk ferments broaden the possibilities of these probioticpacked cultures. 224 pages. $19.95

How to Raise
Chickens for Meat

NEW!

50 DIY Projects for
Keeping Chickens

By Michelle Marine

If self-sufficiency and raising your
own food is important to you, this
book will help you pull together a
complete farm-to-table experience.
Divided into four easy-to-navigate
sections, How to Raise Chickens for
Meat is packed with practical information. 176 pages. $16.99

By Janet GarMan, tiMBer creeK FarM

Get ready to jump into the world
of chickens, one DIY project at a
time. Owning and raising chickens
doesn’t have to be an expensive
hobby. With imagination, simple
tools, and salvaged or bargain
materials, you can make everything your flock needs for
their health and safety. 168 pages. $19.99

Pokey Jr.

NEW!

By BraD hauter

Pokey Jr is a story about friendship and affection, growing up and growing older, power
and purpose, loss and despair, failure and redemption and the impact of friendship … all
told through the life of the handsome young rooster, Pokey Jr. Hatched on a little farm in the
midwest, we follow Pokey Jr’s youthful adventures as he learns how to “rooster,” eventually
challenging for the right to lead the flock. 134 pages. $13.99
Want Free Shipping? Upgrade your subscription to ALL-ACCESS MEMBERSHIP and your books
ship free in the U.S. every day. Visit backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com to learn about all the
perks of membership or call 970-392-4419. It’s less than $1 more a month!
If you prefer not to cut your magazine, or if you need more room, please write your order on another piece of paper.
Books:

Backyard Poultry Book Order Form
$
$
$
$
$
$

Titles:

$

Name: _________________________________________________

Book(s) Total

Address: _______________________________________________

S&H $4 first item
$1 each add’l $_____________

City:______________________State:_________Zip:_____________

m Check Enclosed

m Charge my credit card:

Phone: _________________________________________________
Visa/MC/AmEx/Disc No._______________________Exp._________
E-mail: _________________________________________________

Subtotal

$_____________

$_____________

CO Residents Add
2.90% sales tax $_____________
Total Enclosed

2.50

$_____________

Send to: BYP Bookstore, P.O. Box 1690, Greeley, CO 80632
Call 970-392-4419 • backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/shop
BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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marketplace

NEED TO RESTOCK
YOUR SUPPLIES?
Contact us for
FREE catalogs!

Premier1Supplies.com • 800-282-6631
FREE Shipping on qualified orders!

IF YOU'RE
READING
THIS, SO
ARE YOUR
CUSTOMERS.

ADVERTISE
WITH US!
To advertise in
marketplace email

ADVERTISING@
COUNTRYSIDEMAG.COM
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coming events

The Coming Events listing is gathered and provided by poultryshowcentral.com.
Add your show listing on their website or send to:
Coming Events, Backyard Poultry, P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451, or
email: editor@backyardpoultrymag.com.
To be included in the Backyard Poultry magazine listing, event details must be sent
90 days in advance.

Due to the COVID-19 response, please confirm events are happening BEFORE attending.
Poultry Show Central is working hard to stay updated, but changes are being made daily
and these events may end up being cancelled.

ARIZONA
April 15-25, 2021
Tuscon, Arizona
Pima County Fair

poultryshowcentral.com/
Pima_County_Fair

ARKANSAS
April 3, 2021
El Dorado, Arkansas
South Central Regional
Classic − South
Arkansas Poultry Club
poultryshowcentral.com/
South_Central_
Regional_Classic

CALIFORNIA
May 13-16, 2021
King City, California
Salinas Valley Fair

poultryshowcentral.com/
Salinas_Valley_Fair

DELAWARE
April 10-11, 2021
Harrington, Delaware
Delmarva Poultry
Fanciers Club

poultryshowcentral.com/
Delmarva

ILLINOIS
April 24, 2021
Freeport, Illinois
Illinois Pet & Game
Breeders Society
Spring Swap

poultryshowcentral.com/
Illinois_Pet_Game_
Breeders_Society_Swap

April 24, 2021
Medora, Illinois
Tri County Auction &
Café

poultryshowcentral.com/
Tri_County_Auction_Cafe

May 22, 2021
Medora, Illinois
Tri County Auction &
Café

poultryshowcentral.com/
Tri_County_Auction_Cafe

INDIANA
April 10, 2021
Spencer, Indiana
White River Poultry
Club Spring Show

poultryshowcentral.com/
White_River_Poultry_Club_
Show

April 24, 2021
Shipshewana,Indiana
Shipshewana Swap
Meet

poultryshowcentral.com/
Newbury_Square_Swap_
Meet_Flea_Market

May 15, 2021
Shipshewana, Indiana
Shipshewana Swap
Meet

poultryshowcentral.com/
Newbury_Square_Swap_
Meet_Flea_Market

IOWA
April 3, 2021
Algona, Iowa
Kossuth County Fair
Board Exotic Animal &
Bird Sale
poultryshowcentral.com/
Kossuth_County_Fair_
Board_Exotic_Animal_
Bird_Sale

April 3, 2021
Aplington, Iowa
Central Iowa Livestock
Exchange - Tack, Horse
& All Animal
Auction
poultryshowcentral.com/
Central_Iowa_Livestock_
Exchange

April 3, 2021
Dubuque, Iowa
Tri-State Farmers
Exchange

poultryshowcentral.com/
Tri-State_Farmers_
Exchange

April 3-4, 2021
Council Bluffs, Iowa
Southwest Iowa
Animal Swap

poultryshowcentral.com/
Southwest_Iowa_
Animal_Swap

April 17, 2021
Maquoketa, Iowa
Eastern Iowa Bird and
Small Animal Swap

poultryshowcentral.com/
Eastern_Iowa_Bird_Small_
Animal_Swap

MAINE
May 30, 2021
Windsor, Maine
Central Maine Bird
Fanciers Spring Show

poultryshowcentral.com/
Central_Maine

MARYLAND
April 24, 2021
Sharpsburg, Maryland
Maryland Poultry Swap
& Farmers Market
poultryshowcentral.com/
Maryland_Poultry_Swap

MASSACHUSETTS
May 2, 2021
Brockton,
Massachusetts
New England Bantam
Club Spring Show

poultryshowcentral.com/
New_England_Bantam_
Club_Fall_Show

MICHIGAN
May 29-30, 2021
Hillsdale, Michigan
Saulk Trail Poultry Show
poultryshowcentral.com/
Saulk_Trail_Poultry_Show

BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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MINNESOTA
April 3, 2021
Wabasha, Minnesota
Wabasha Small Animal
Swap Meet
poultryshowcentral.com/
Wabasha_Small_Animal_
Swap

April 17, 2021
Sedalia, Missouri
Missouri State Poultry
Association Swap and
Show
poultryshowcentral.com/
Missouri_State_Poultry_
Association

NEW JERSEY
April 10, 2021
Hutchinson, Minnesota
Minnesota State Pigeon
Association Sale
poultryshowcentral.com/
North_Star_Classic

MISSOURI
April 1-4, 2021
Versailles, Missouri
Jacob's Cave Swapping
Days
poultryshowcentral.com/
Jacobs_Cave_Swapping_
Days

April 2-4, 2021
Boonville, Missouri
Lake of the Ozarks
Pigeon Club Swapper's
Days
poultryshowcentral.com/
Lake_of_the_Ozarks_
Pigeon_Club_Swappers_
Days

April 10-11, 2021
Filmore, Missouri
Fillmore Swap Meet −
Flea Market
poultryshowcentral.com/
Fillmore_Swap_MeetFlea_Market

April 17, 2021
Sedalia, Missouri
Missouri State Poultry
Association Swap and
Show
poultryshowcentral.com/
Missouri_State_Poultry_
Association
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May 8, 2021
Augusta, New Jersey
Sussex Co. Poultry
Fanciers

poultryshowcentral.com/
Sussex_County_Poultry_
Fanciers

NEW YORK
May 2, 2021
Schaghticoke, New York
Brunswick Grange
Tailgate Swap
poultryshowcentral.com/
Tailgate_SaleSchaghticoke

NOVA SCOTIA
May 1, 2021
Windsor, Nova Scotia
Valley Fanciers Spring
Fowl Fest

poultryshowcentral.com/
Valley_Fanciers_Spring_
Fowl_Fest_Show

OHIO
April 17, 2021
Fremont, Ohio
Fremont Pigeon Club
Spring Swap

poultryshowcentral.com/
Fremont_Pigeon_Club

April 24-25, 2021
Greenville, Ohio
Dayton Fancy Feather
Club
poultryshowcentral.com/
Dayton_Fancy_
Feather_Club
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April 24-25, 2021
Lucasville, Ohio
Lucasville Trade Days

poultryshowcentral.com/
Lucasville_Trade_Days

May 8-9, 2021
Chillicothe, Ohio
Chillicothe Trade Days
poultryshowcentral.com/
Chillicothe_Trade_Days

May 14-15, 2021
Mt Hope, Ohio
Mid Ohio Swap Meet

poultryshowcentral.com/
Mid_Ohio_Swap

May 15, 2021
Jefferson, Ohio
Western Reserve
Poultry Club Show

poultryshowcentral.com/
Western_Reserve_
Poultry_Club

ONTARIO
April 25, 2021
Mt. Forest, Ontario
Mount Forest
Buy-Sell-Trade Day

poultryshowcentral.com/
Saugeen_Valley_Fur_
Feather_Fanciers_
Association_Buy_Sell_
Trade_Day

ONTARIO
April 17, 2021
Lebanon, Pennsylvania
Lebanon Valley Livestock Market & Exotic
Animal Sale

poultryshowcentral.com/
Lebanon_Valley_Livestock_
Market

TENNESSEE
April 3, 2021
Cleveland, Tennessee
Flock Swap

poultryshowcentral.com/
Flock_Swap

April 10, 2021
Knoxville, Tennessee
Tennessee Valley
Poultry Club Spring
Fling

poultryshowcentral.com/
Dixie_Classic

May 1, 2021
Newport, Tennessee
Something to Crow
About Spring Poultry
Show

poultryshowcentral.com/
Something_To_Crow_
About

May 1, 2021
Cleveland, Tennessee
Flock Swap

poultryshowcentral.com/
Flock_Swap

TEXAS
April 10, 2021
Gilmer, Texas
East Texas Poultry
Trade Days

poultryshowcentral.com/
East_Texas_Poultry_
Trades_Day

April 10-11, 2021
Comanche, Texas
Comanche Crossroads
poultryshowcentral.com/
Comanche_Crossroads

VERMONT
May 8, 2021
Tunbridge, Vermont
Green Mountain
Poultry Show & Sale

poultryshowcentral.com/Green_
Mountain_Poultry_Show

VIRGINIA
May 1, 2021
Glen Allen, Virginia
Gilmanor Swap & Sale
poultryshowcentral.com/
Gilmanor_Swap_Sale

WASHINGTON
April 15-18, 2021
Payallup, Washington
Washington State Spring Fair
poultryshowcentral.com/
Payallup_Fair

April 16-17, 2021
Ridgefield, Washington
CRPE Spring Invitational

poultryshowcentral.com/
Washington_Poultry_Exhibitors_
Invitational

WISCONSIN
April 3, 2021
Weyauwega, Wisconsin
Fox Valley Rabbit Club Small
Animal Swap

poultryshowcentral.com/Fox_Valley_
Rabbit_Club_Small_Animal_Swap

April 24, 2021
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin
Tri-City Riding Club Dale Carlson
Small Animal Swap Meet
poultryshowcentral.com/Tri-City_
Riding_Club_Dale_Carlson_Swap

May 1, 2021
Neillsville, Wisconsin
Neillsville Small Animal
Swap & Market
poultryshowcentral.com/Neillsville_
Small_Animal_Swap

May 9, 2021
Amherst, Wisconsin
PK Annual Mothers Day Swap
poultryshowcentral.com/PK_
Annual_Fathers_Day_Swap

May 29, 2021
Wheeler, Wisconsin
RiceStonian Craft and Critter
Swap
poultryshowcentral.com/Ricestonian_
Animal_Swap

Backyard Poultry
Canvas Tote Bag

Show your love for
Backyard Poultry
with this durable
canvas tote!

Order at: iamcountryside.com/shop
or call: 970-392-4419.
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Breeders Directory
breeder's directory

Have birds for sale?

Advertise in the Backyard Poultry Breeders Directory for less than $4.50
a month. Your ad will be seen by more than 50,000 poultry enthusiasts. Call 715-965-1234 to get your
advertisement in!

Associations

Icelandic

AMERICAN EMU ASSOCIATION, 510 West
Madison St., Ottawa, IL 61350. 541-332-0675.
<info@aea-emu.org> <www.aea-emu.org>

Icelandic Chicken, 6885 Bartlett Rd, Iron River,
WI 54847. Long-time breeders and most trusted
source, maintaining quality, genetic diversity, pure
Icelandic landrace chickens in North America.
www.icelandicchicken.com. Ph: 715-372-5255. email:
davidwgrote@cheqnet.net

AMERAUCANA ALLIANCE: Membership includes
Ameraucana Newsletters, registration on the Ameraucana Forum, a listing in the Ameraucana Directory
and eligibility for club awards & exhibitor points. First
time members receive an Ameraucana Handbook.
Dues are $10/year, $25 for 3 years (Newsletters
Emailed) or $15 (Newsletters mailed). Ameraucana.
org Steve Neumann, 3000 Wedgewood Dr #2351,
Pueblo, CO 81004.

Jersey Giants
Indiana

MARIA'S JERSEY GIANTS, Since 1977. “Quality”
Blue, Black, Splash Jersey Giant eggs, chicks, started
birds, & adults www.mariasjerseygiants.com Cell:
(502) 548-1075 (texting).

American Longtails
Oregon

Breeder in southern OR. Sabrina Mejias, 831 Talent
Ave. Talent, Or. 97540. email: s.mejias1983@gmail.
com. Prices vary all standard colors.

Freedom Ranger
Pennsylvania

FREEDOM RANGER HATCHERY, INC, 187 N. Windy
Mansion Rd., Reinholds, PA 17569. 717-336-4878,
Fax: 717-336-3711. <sales@freedomrangerhatchery.
com> <www.freedomrangerhatchery.com> Black &
Red Freedom Ranger chickens and gray Kosher King
broiler chicks. Non-GMO option.

Game Birds
Arkansas

LINEBARGER FARMS, Eddie Linebarger, PO
Box 35, Scotland, AR 72141. 501-592-3317.
<eddie.linebarger@gmail.com> Quail: Tennessee
Red, Valley, Mountain, Gambel, and Blue Scale.
Hatching Eggs available May-July.
Indiana

WOODSIDE AVIARY, James Kotterman, Peru, Indiana. 765-985-2805. PHEASANT ENTHUSIASTS
check this out! Displaying full color the Golden
Pheasant, Ghigi Golden, Peach Golden, Lady Amherst, Silvers, Swinhoe, Elliots, Blue Eared, Brown
Eared, and Temminck's Tragopans. NO CATALOG
AVAILABLE. GIVE ME A CALL AND WE'LL TALK
ABOUT THE BIRDS!
Massachusetts

ANTONIO R. FERREIRA, JR, 49 Chestnut St,
Seekonk, MA 02771. 401-465-1662. Northern
Bobwhite Quail Eggs, 25/$50. Chukar Partridge Eggs,
20/$50. Postpaid.
Minnesota

OAKWOOD GAME FARM, INC., PO Box
274, Princeton, MN 55371. 800-328-6647.
<www.oakwoodgamefarm.com> Ringneck Pheasant
eggs or one day old chicks. Available April thru July.
Call or write for price list.
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Large Fowl
Tennessee

CHICK-N-STUFF — Crump, TN. (mail: POB 87,
Adamsville, TN 38310). 901-490-0022 or 731-6077324. LARGE FOWL ONLY: Blue/Black/Splash/White
Jersey Giants, Buff/Light/Dark Brahma, SC & RC
White Leghorn & EEs. Also Heritage Narragansett
turkey. NPIP/APA/ALFA. Experienced shipper. See
us on Facebook.

Pigeons
South Carolina

Limestone Pigeon Farm, Inc. 1128 Deer Crossing Road,
Orangesburg, SC, 29118. ph 803-534-4293. Beautiful
Hubbell White Pigeons. $50/pr or $ 20/bird plus shipping.

Silkies

Florida

GREENFIRE FARMS, www.greenfirefarms.com.
Ultra-rare imported breeds: Ayam Cemani, Cream
Legbar, Swedish Flower Hens, Bielefelder, Marans,
Isbar, Barbezieux, Bresse, Sulmtaler, Spitzhauben,
Olandsk Dwarf, Orust, Barnevelder, Merlerault,
Niederrheiner, Marsh Daisy, Altsteirer, East Frisian
Gull, Lyonaisse, Malines, Pavlovskaya, Queen Silvia,
Swedish Black Hen, Sussex, Twentse, Lavender
Wyandotte, Yamato Gunkei.
Missouri

CACKLE HATCHERY®, PO Box 529, Lebanon,
MO 65536. 417-532-4581. <cacklehatchery@
cacklehatchery.com> <www.cacklehatchery.com>
84 years of hatching and shipping baby chicks. Over
200 varieties.
New York

Can Am Cluckers, John Hunter, 435 Cty Rd 11, Gouverneur, NY 13642, ph 315-486-3486. canamfarm@
yahoo.com. Dominque Bantams, Beltsville small white
turkeys. Eggs and breeding stock available in season.
Pennsylvania

J.R. Poultry & Gamebirds, 2240 Robert Fulton Hwy,
Peach Bottom, PA 17563. ph 717-917-4573. Quail,
Pheasants, Chukars, Turkeys, Chickens, Ducks,
Jumbo Pekin, Mallard, Roven Khaki Campbell, Golden
300, Duclair, Runners, Broilers. Live or processed.
Call for Availablity of Adult Birds.
Wisconsin

SUNNYSIDE HATCHERY, Beaver Dam, Wisconsin. 920-887-2122. Shipping to North Central
U.S. only. Jumbo broilers, Leghorns, Blacks,
Browns, Reds, Rangers, Rainbow Eggers, Barred
Rock, Rhode Island Reds, Turkeys & Ducklings.
<www.sunnysidehatchery.com>

Waterfowl

California

Amber Waves, Bearded Bantan Silkies, Norco, CA
specializes in DNA Sexed Female Silkies, Males are
free to good homes. NPIP, BBB A+ Rating, 5-Star
Rated Breeder, Lifetime Support, Shipping weather
permitting. Min of 2. https://buysilkiechicks.com
ph 951-736-1076. Available Year-Round debbie@
amberwaves.info. Visitors by appt only.

Various
Alabama

VALLEY FARMS HATCHERY, Ryan Kelsey,
PO Box 2201, Muscle Shoals, AL, 35662. 256314-2282. <www.valleyfarmshatchery.com>
<sales@valleyfarmshatchery.com> Chickens,
Bantams, Ducks, Geese, Turkeys, Guineas, and More!
Hatching all breeds weekly. NPIP Certified. Hatching/
Shipping weekly.
Colorado

Waltz’s Ark Ranch http://www.naturalark.com/poultry.
html. Rare and heritage poultry, NPIP & AI clean. Several Sussex varieties including exclusives, Swedish
Flower Hen, Svart Hona, Augsberger, Isbar, Breda
Fowl, Ixworth, & new breeds coming for 2021. All
raised non-GMO/Organic.

California

METZER FARMS, 26000K Old Stage Rd., Gonzales, CA 93926. Year-round hatching. Nationwide shipping. Free catalog now, 800-424-7755.
<www.metzerfarms.com> Ducklings: Pekin, Rouen,
Khaki Campbell, Golden 300 Egg Layer, White Layer,
Blue Swedish, Buff, Cayuga, Mallard, Welsh Harlequin,
White Crested & Runners (Black, Chocolate, Blue,
Fawn & White) Saxony: Silver, Appleyard, Goslings:
Embden, White Chinese, Brown Chinese, Toulouse,
Dewlap Toulouse, African, Buff Toulouse, Buff, Tufted
Buff, Sebastopol, Pilgrim, Roman Tufted. Ringneck
pheasants, French Pearl guineas.

ADVERTISE
TODAY!
E-mail: classifieds@
countrysidemag.com
Call: 715-965-1234

Backyard Poultry

Classifieds

backyard poultry classifieds

(Approval of an ad does not constitute an endorsement.)

Beekeeping
MILLER BEE SUPPLY YOUR BEEKEEPING
EXPERTS SINCE 1976! Check us out for all your
beekeeping needs. Whether you are just starting
out or already have bees we are here to assist
your needs. Call us Toll Free: 1-888-848-5184.
496 Yellow Banks Road, North Wilkesboro, NC
28659. Email: info@Millerbeesupply.com Website:
www.millerbeesupply.com.

Egg Cartons
THE EGG CARTON STORE: Modern service and
speed, old world quality and value. Over 40 years of egg
packaging and marketing expertise! Egg Cartons | Filler Flats | Beautiful Colored Cartons | Poultry Supplies
Call for GREAT wholesale / pallet quantity pricing!
866-333-1132 FREE SHIPPING on all cartons and
filler flats. WWW.EGGCARTONSTORE.COM.

Health

Poultry Supplies

Worried about VIRUSES?

Order
tOday!

TIGER-X Black Salve Tablets work to help the
body’s Natural Immune System to fight against
virus symptoms. 100% Certified Organic
Herbs grown in America by American farmers. A
great preventative for natural health and healing.

TIGER-X PRODUCTS
P.O. Box 3602, Everett, WA 98213
1-800-909-4553

Poultry Feed

Free
SOON Church/Government Uniting,Supressing
“Religious Liberty,” Enforcing “National Sunday
Law.” Be Informed! Need mailing address only. TBSM,
Box 374, Ellijay, GA 30540. thebiblesaystruth@yahoo.
com, 1-888-211-1715.

www.sweetpdz.com

Infrared Radiant Heat

715-651- 9757

sweeterheater.com

Breeders & Classifieds
Advertising:
June/July 2021 Deadline:
April 5, 2021

Preserving
All American Pressure Canner, the only pressure
canner that forms a metal to metal seal eliminating
the need for lid gasket replacement. Offers large
capacity canning to make pressure canning your
meats, vegetables, and fruits easy. Easy Cleanup.
800-251-8824. www.allamerican1930.com.

Water Systems

Mail To:
BYP Breeders/Classifieds,
P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451
E-mail:
classifieds@countrysidemag.com
Call: 715-965-1234

BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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just for fun
Name: ___________________________________________

Date: ___________________

Match the ingredient to the color it creates for naturally dyed eggs.
Each color will match with two ingredients.

Backyard Poultry April/May 2021

1. tumeric

A. yellow

2. brewed coffee

B. lavender

3. chopped avocado seeds/skins

C. purple

4. cooked sweet potatoes

D. brown

5. beet juice

E. purple

6. Red Zinger tea

F. pink/red

7. crushed blueberries

G. lavender

8. chopped spinach or kale

H. orange

9. yellow onion skins

I. brown

10. cinnamon

J. blue

11. crushed cranberries

K. green

12. paprika

L. pink/red

13. purple sweet potato

M. yellow

14. crushed blackberries and juice

N. orange

15. red cabbage and baking soda

O. blue

16. matcha powder

P. green

ANSWER KEY

P. green

16. matcha powder K

O. blue

15. red cabbage and baking soda J

N. orange

14. crushed blackberries and juice B

M. yellow

13. purple sweet potato C

L. pink/red

12. paprika H

K. green

11. crushed cranberries F

J. blue

10. cinnamon D

I. brown

9. yellow onion skins A

H. orange

8. chopped spinach or kale K

G. lavender

7. crushed blueberries J

F. pink/red

6. Red Zinger tea B

E. purple

5. beet juice C

D. brown

4. cooked sweet potatoes H

C. purple

3. chopped avocado seeds/skins F

B. lavender

2. brewed coffee D

A. yellow

1. tumeric A
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just for fun

Show us your art skills by coloring this bird.
Once you're done, snap a picture and send it to us via email at editor@backyardpoultrymag.com
or via snail mail at Backyard Poultry, Attn: Coloring Pages, P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451.

BACKYARDPOULTRY.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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just for fun
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1. By Anna Shane, age 11, Nevada | 2. By Brooklyn Hysan, age 10, Delaware
3. By Charlotte Deneka, age 12, North Carolina
4. By Crosby Deffner, age 6, Wisconsin | 5. By Jordon Strehlow, age 6, Wisconsin
6. By Luke Holden, Montana | 7. By Luna Dolenc, age 6, California
8. By Max Witmer, age 8, Hawaii | 9. By Oscar Kizlinski, age 5, Rhode Island
10. By Sabrinnah Dube, age 12, Maine | 11. By Kamuela Aricayos, age 7, Colorado
12. By Ella Greninger, age 11, Oregon | 13. By Violet Kizlinski, age 8, Rhode Island
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