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Can You Find the Roo?

June/July 2020 issue winner:
• Mary Conover, Kentucky

We hid the BYP roo in this issue! He looks just 

like the roo above. If you find him, snap a pic and 

email it to editor@backyardpoultrymag.com or mail 

your entry to P.O. Box 566, 

Medford, WI 54451. We’ll 

pick one random winner 

to receive a canvas Back-

yard Poultry tote. Enter by 

8/10/20. These handy totes 

are new to the Backyard 

Poultry store.
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BARN COOP
A-CHALET

NINA'S COOP

Our Coolest Coops winners! Read about this year's 
winners on pages 36-45.

My parents’ coop came ready-
made. All they had to build 
was a run.

Their three-acre property had two 
outbuildings: old sheds built in the 70s, 
one with a dirt floor and one with wood. 
Mom divided the dirt-floor shed into 
three sections: one for the rabbits, and 
two for different poultry flocks. She 
added runs to keep out raccoons, skunks, 
wild birds … and it stood the test a few 
times when cougars prowled through 
our yard.

I’ve been jealous of that coop each time 
I build my own.

In Reno, living on less than 1/8 of an 
acre and a strict budget, I created a 40-hen 
coop on less than $200. It had a mini-run 
that I wrapped with 6mil plastic in the 
winter, with windbreaks to keep drafts 
out, so it could warm the air to move 
humidity out of the coop. The coop-
length windows allowed chickens to sleep 
in a (safe) breeze during 100-degree-F 
summers but stay out of the wind in the 
winters. Built with recycled materials, it 
was ugly! So, most of that $200 went into 
trim and paint so it looked decent. That 

coop stood for years, until I moved to a 
larger property in Fallon.

I love seeing different coops: elaborate 
and simple, utilitarian and extravagant. 
All serve the same purpose: keep the 
chickens safe and healthy. And they do 
it well.

The Coolest Coops issue is one of 
my favorites for this reason. I get to see 
what creativity, budget, and different 
challenges with predators and weather 
can bring into the construction.

I hope you enjoy seeing the coops, and 
learning about the construction, as much 
as I did. 

May your chickens stay safe and dry.

Cooptastic
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River Bottom Acres
Tucked away in the small town of Brodhead, Wisconsin is 

our little hideaway, River Bottom Acres.
The property was a Norwegian Farm from the 1830s 

and was purchased by family in 1990. Then in 2018, we had the 
opportunity to purchase the farm to keep it in the family. River 
Bottom Acres is a 250-acre farm nestled in the bottoms of the 
Sugar River. The property has four outbuildings and it was de-
cided that chickens were a must! I spent a lot of time researching 
raising backyard chickens since this was going to be my first go 
at it. Most of my nights turned into late-night Pinterest scrolling 
and pinning ideas for my husband to bring to life. There isn’t 
anything he can’t do! 

The building that is now the chicken coop was re-sheet-metaled 
years ago so the structure was solid, and it was now time to bring 
our vision to life. The building sits on a concrete pad and we 
knew that would be ideal as we would not have to worry about 
predators burrowing under. The pad extends the length of the 
building so we decided to add an outdoor run. The building was 
used for storage so the first task to tackle was cleanout. Now the 
coop transformation project was in full swing. As my husband 
framed the chicken run, I replaced boards in the coop and spray 
foamed all the nooks and crannies to prevent any critters from 
getting in. Luckily, the shed was already pretty predator-proof 
as it used as a pheasant house for the local pheasant club. Once 
everything was sealed, it was time for a fresh coat of white paint.  

We wanted that white farmhouse look inside the coop. The nesting 
boxes were gifted to us from a family friend who grew up raising 
chickens. I then went picking through the sheds and found some 
décor that was fitting for our “farmhouse coop.”      

The coop was now ready for our first flock. We decided to go 
big and started with 20 chicks that were ordered from Murray 
McMurray Hatchery in Iowa. They were so cozy in their new 
coop and loved spending the days in their outdoor run. The coop 
was now complete, or so we thought.

We then decided because of our harsh Wisconsin winters it 
was necessary to run electric to the coop for water heaters and 
heat lamps. This turned into an entire weekend project because 
my husband decided that since we had the trencher he might as 
well run electric to his “man shed” as well. In the end, I am very 
thankful we decided to do this because my coop and run can 
always be decorated with pretty lights. As we learn and grow, we 
never could have imagined how amazing and rewarding it would 
be to have our own flock! 

Follow Megan Scheurell:
 facebook.com/RiverBottomAcres
 instagram.com/RiverBottomAcres

By Megan Scheurell
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I spent a lot of time researching 
raising backyard chickens since 
this was going to be my first go at 
it. As we learn and grow, we never 
could have imagined how amazing 
and rewarding it would be to have 
our own flock!
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COMING EVENTS
The Coming Events listing is gathered and provided by  

www.poultryshowcentral.com. Add your show listing on their website or send to:  
Coming Events, Backyard Poultry, P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451, or  

email: editor@backyardpoultrymag.com. To be included in the Backyard Poultry magazine 
listing, event details must be sent 90 days in advance.

ALABAMA

September 26, 2020 — Clanton, Alabama, Ala-
bama Bantam Club Young Bird Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Alabama_
Bantam_Club.html

ARKANSAS

September 25-October 3, 2020 — Fort Smith, 
Arkansas, Arkansas-Oklahoma State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Arkansas-Oklahoma_State_Fair.html

September 27-October 3, 2020 — Pine Bluff, 
Arkansas, Southeast Arkansas District Fair 
Poultry Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Southeast_
Arkansas_District_Fair.html

CALIFORNIA

August 21-30, 2020 — Lancaster, California, 
Antelope Valley Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Antelope_
Valley_Fair.html

September 16-20, 2020 — Watsonville, Califor-
nia, Santa Cruz County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Santa_Cruz_
County_Fair.html

DELAWARE

September 12, 2020 — Smyrna, Delaware, 
Delmarva Poultry and Waterfowl Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Delmar-
va_Poultry_and_Waterfowl_Swap_Meet.html

GEORGIA

September 24-October 4, 2020 — Marietta, 
Georgia, North Georgia Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/North_Geor-
gia_Fair.html

IDAHO

September 4-12, 2020 — Blackfoot, Idaho, East-
ern Idaho State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Eastern_Ida-
ho_State_Fair.html

ILLINOIS

August 4-9, 2020 — Woodstock, Illinois, McHen-
ry County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/McHen-
ry_County_Fair.html

August 14, 2020 — Georgetown, Illinois, 
Georgetown Fair Open Poultry Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Georgetown_
Fair.html

August 18-22, 2020 — Morrison, Illinois, White-
side County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Whiteside_
County_Fair.html

August 26-30, 2020 — Peotone, Illinois, Will 
County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Will_Coun-
ty_Fair.html

September 6, 2020 — Kankakee, Illinois, Tri-K 
Pigeon & Bantam Club Pigeon Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/TriK_Pigeon_
Bantam_Fair.html

September 12, 2020 — Freeport, Illinois, Illinois 
Pet & Game Breeders Society Fall Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Illinois_Pet_
Game_Breeders_Society_Swap.html

INDIANA

August 1, 2020 — Shipshewana, Indiana, Ship-
shewana Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Newbury_
Square_Swap_Meet_Flea_Market.html

August 9, 2020 — Knox, Indiana, Golden Horse-
shoe Saddle Club Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Golden_
Horseshoe_Saddle_Club_Swap.html

August 15, 2020 — Kimmell, Indiana, Wolf's 
Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Wolfs_Swap_
Meet.html

September 5, 2020 — Spencer, Indiana, White 
River Poultry Club Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/White_Riv-
er_Poultry_Club_Show.html

September 13, 2020 — Knox, Indiana, Golden 
Horseshoe Saddle Club Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Golden_
Horseshoe_Saddle_Club_Swap.html

September 19, 2020 — Shipshewana, Indiana, 
Shipshewana Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Newbury_
Square_Swap_Meet_Flea_Market.html

IOWA

August 9, 2020 — West Burlington, Iowa, West 
Burlington Flea Market  
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Southeast_
Iowa_Pigeon_Club.html

August 9, 2020 — Maquoketa, Iowa, Eastern 
Iowa Bird and Small Animal Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Eastern_
Iowa_Bird_Small_Animal_Swap.html

September 5, 2020 — Aplington, Iowa, Central 
Iowa Livestock Exchange - Tack, Horse & All 
Animal Auction 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Central_
Iowa_Livestock_Exchange.html

September 12-13, 2020 — Waverly, Iowa, Waver-
ly Iowa Exotic Bird and Animal Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Waver-
ly_Iowa_Exotic_Bird_Animal_Swap.html

September 13, 2020 — West Burlington, Iowa, 
West Burlington Flea Market 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Southeast_
Iowa_Pigeon_Club.html

September 13, 2020 — Maquoketa, Iowa, East-
ern Iowa Bird and Small Animal Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Eastern_
Iowa_Bird_Small_Animal_Swap.html

September 19, 2020 — Columbus Junction, 
Iowa, Greater Louisa County Small Animal 
Swap & Flea Market 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com//Greater_
Louisa_County_Small_Animal_Swap_Flea_Market.
html

September 26-27, 2020 — Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
Southwest Iowa Animal Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Southwest_
Iowa_Animal_Swap.html

KANSAS

August 10-15, 2020 — Coffeyville, Kansas, 
Inter-State Fair & Rodeo 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Inter-State_
Fair_Rodeo.html

September 11-20, 2020 — Hutchinson, Kansas, 
Kansas State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Kansas_
State_Fair.html

Due to the COVID-19 response, please confirm events are happening before  
attending. Poultry Show Central is working hard to stay updated, but changes are 

being made daily and these events may end up being cancelled.
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KENTUCKY

August 20-30, 2020 — Louisville, Kentucky 
Kentucky State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Kentucky_
State_Fair.html

September 5-6, 2020 — Milton, Kentucky, Semi 
Annual Animal Swap Meet & Flea Market 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Semi_Annu-
al_Animal_Swap_Meet_Flea_Market.html

September 19, 2020 — Brownsville, Kentucky, 
Green River Poultry Club, Inc. Fall Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Green_River.
html

MAINE

August 13-22, 2020 — Skowhegan, Maine, 
Skowhegan Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Skowhegan_
Fair.html

September 25-27, 2020 — Unity, Maine Com-
mon Ground Country Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Common_
Ground_Country_Fair.html

MARYLAND

August 14-22, 2020 — Gaithersburg, Maryland, 
Montgomery County Agricultural Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Montgom-
ery_County_Agricultural_Fair.html

MICHIGAN

August 1, 2020 — ClareLoomis (Yoder's Black-
smith Shop), Michigan, Michigan Bird & Game 
Breeders Assoc. Sale - Clare 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Michigan_
Game_Breeders_Swap_Clare.html

September 12, 2020 — Montrose (Montrose 
Orchard), Michigan, Michigan Bird & Game 
Breeders Assoc. Sale - Montrose 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Michigan_
Bird_Game_Breeders.html

September 27-October 3, 2020 — Hillsdale, 
Michigan, Hillsdale County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Hillsdale_
County_Fair.html

MINNESOTA

August 1, 2020 — New Ulm, Minnesota, New 
Ulm Bird & Small Animal Swap & Sale Days  
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Brown_Co_
Pigeon_Poultry_Club_Swap.html

September 19-20, 2020 — New Ulm, Minnesota, 
New Ulm Fall Classic 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/New_Ulm.
html

MISSOURI

August 7-8, 2020 — Springfield, Missouri, Ozark 
Empire Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Ozark_Em-
pire_Fair.html

August 13-17, 2020 — Sedalia, Missouri, Mis-
souri State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Missou-
ri_State_Fair.html
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NEBRASKA

September 20, 2020 — Lexington, Nebraska, 
Lexington Fall Exotic Bird and Animal Auction 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Lexington_
Fall_Exotic_Bird_an_Animal_Auction.html

CANADA

August 24-26, 2020 — Sussex, New Brunswick, 
Kings County Agricultural Fair Poultry Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Kings_Coun-
ty_Agricultural_Fair_Poultry_Show.html

September 7-13, 2020 — Fredericton, New 
Brunswick, NBEX Poultry Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ NBEX_Poul-
try_Show.html

NEW YORK

August 18-23, 2020 — Bath, New York, Steuben 
County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Steuben_
County_Fair.html

August 26-September 7, 2020 — Syracuse, New 
York, New York State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/New_York_
State_Fair.html

September 12-13, 2020 — Bath, New York, Twin 
Tier Poultry Club 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Twin_Tier_
Poultry_Club.html

September 19, 2020 — Bath, New York, Twin 
Tier Poultry Club Fall Auction 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Twin_Tier_
Poultry_Club_Auction.html

September 20, 2020 — Gouverneur, New York, 
Northern New York Poultry Fanciers 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Northern_
New_York_Poultry_Fanciers.html

September 27, 2020 — Cobleskill, New York, 
Eastern New York State Poultry Association 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Eastern_
New_York_State_Poultry.html

NORTH CAROLINA

September 19, 2020 — Lincolnton, North Caroli-
na, Carolina Chickenstock 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Carolina_
Chickenstock.html

OHIO

August 17-22, 2020 — Norwalk, Ohio, Huron 
County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Huron_Coun-
ty_Fair.html

August 23, 2020 — Lima, Ohio, Allen County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Allen_Coun-
ty_Fair.html

August 24-30, 2020 — Wellington Ohio, Lorain 
County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Lorain_Coun-
ty_Fair.html

September 5-7, 2020 — Johnstown, Ohio John-
stown Swapper Days 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Johnstown_
Swappers_Days.html

September 17, 2020 — Mt Hope, Ohio, Mid Ohio 
Alternative Animal and Bird Sale  
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Mid_Ohio_
Swap.html

September 19, 2020 — Fremont, Ohio, Fremont 
Pigeon Club Young Bird Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Fremont_Pi-
geon_Club.html

September 26-27, 2020 — Lucasville, Ohio, 
Lucasville Trade Days 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Lucasville_
Trade_Days.html

September 27, 2020 — Eaton, Ohio, Dayton 
Fancy Feather Club Swap Days 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Dayton_Fan-
cy_Feather_Club_Swap_Days.html

OREGON

August 19-22, 2020 — Grants Pass, Oregon 
Josephine County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Josephine_
County_Fair.html

August 21-23, 2020 — Cottage Grove, Oregon, 
WOE Heritage Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/WOE_Heri-
tage_Fair.html

PENNSYLVANIA

August 16, 2020 — Dunbar, Pennsylvania, 
Uniontown Poultry and Farm Products Associ-
ation   
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Uniontown_
Poultry_Association.html

September 20, 2020 — Dunbar, Pennsylvania 
Uniontown Poultry and Farm Products Associ-
ation 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Uniontown_
Poultry_Association.html

SOUTH DAKOTA

September 3-7, 2020 — Huron, South Dakota, 
South Dakota State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/South_Dako-
ta_State_Fair.html

TENNESSEE

August 1, 2020 — Cleveland, Tennessee, Flock 
Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Flock_Swap.
html

August 14-22, 2020 — Lebanon, Tennessee, 
Wilson County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Wilson_
County_Fair.html

September 5, 2020 — Cleveland, Tennessee, 
Flock Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Flock_Swap.
html

TEXAS

September 4-13, 2020 — Odessa, Texas, Perm-
ian Basin Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Permian_Ba-
sin_Fair.html
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September 10-19, 2020 — Abilene, Texas, West 
Texas Fair & Rodeo Poultry Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/West_Tex-
as_Fair.html

September 19-20, 2020 — Amarillo, Texas Ama-
rillo Bantam Club Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Amaril-
lo_Bantam_Club.html

September 23-27, 2020 — New Braunfels, Tex-
as, Comal County Fair & Rodeo 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Comal_
County_Fair.html

September 25-October 18, 2020 — Dallas, Tex-
as, Texas State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Texas_State_
Fair.html

September 26-27, 2020 — Lubbock, Texas, 
Panhandle South Plains Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Panhan-
dle_South_Plains_Fair.html

UTAH

September 10-20, 2020 — Salt Lake City, Utah, 
Utah State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Utah_State_
Fair.html

VIRGINIA

September 19, 2020 — Berryville,  
Virginia, PS Pearrell Poultry Auctions 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/PS_Pear-
rell_Poultry_Auctions.html

September 19, 2020 — Glen Allen, Virginia, 
Gilmanor Swap & Sale 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Gilman-
or_Swap_Sale.html

WASHINGTON

September 4-7, 2020 — Payallup, Washington, 
Washington State Fair Pigeon Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Payallup_
Fair.html

September 16-20, 2020 — Payallup, Washing-
ton, Washington State Fair Open Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Payal-
lup_Fair.html

September 23-27, 2020 — Payallup, Washing-
ton, Washington Junior Poultry Exposition 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Payallup_Fair.
html

September 30-October 4, 2020 — Yakima, 
Washington, Central Washington State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Central_
Washington_State_Fair.html

WISCONSIN

August 22, 2020 — Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin, 
West Central WI Pigeon and Poultry Club Fall 
Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/West_Cen-
tral_WI_Pigeon_Poultry_Club_Swap.html

September 11-12, 2020 — Merrill, Wisconsin, 
Northwoods Poultry Fanciers Club Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Northwoods_
Poultry_Fanciers_Club_Show.html

September 12, 2020 — Chippewa Falls, Wiscon-
sin, West Central WI Pigeon and Poultry Club 
Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/West_Cen-
tral_WI_Pigeon_Poultry_Club_Swap.html

September 26, 2020 — Ladysmith, Wiscon-
sin,  Rusk County 4-H Small Animal Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Ladysmith_
Swap.html

September 26-27, 2020 — Portage, Wisconsin, 
Wisconsin International Poultry Club 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Wiscon-
sin_International_Poultry_Club.html
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Do You Have Something  
To Crow About?

We want to hear from you. Send questions, comments, opinions, advice,  
coming events, etc. to: Backyard Poultry Editor, P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451  

or email editor@backyardpoultrymag.com. 

Liquid Kelp
I am considering liquid kelp (along 

with ACV) for my girls' drinking water. 
Many people use kelp in their home-
made chicken feed. HELP! What do you 
think?

Martha Lee Head

Hi Martha,
Kelp is an amazing source of minerals 

that may be tough to get with standard 
feed. It’s great for chickens, goats, and 
humans. But I would be most concerned 
about the cost and the potential waste. 
The water will need to be changed out, 
which means you will be dumping un-
eaten kelp, and it wouldn’t give them 
the option of consuming it free-choice 
as they need it. Which means, if they 
don’t like it, they will drink less water. 
I’ve seen great results with offering dry 
kelp free-choice in a small container, 
which allows you to monitor how much 
the chickens eat and keep the rest of the 
bag dry and safe.

I hope this helps!
Marissa 

Tough Guy
Back in February/March 2020, you 

featured my Tough Guy — The Roost-
er painting in Backyard Poultry. I got 
a great response to the painting, which 
I see every day in my art studio work 
area. In fact, I still get comments about 
it. Even had a young lady at a local feed 
store who recognized me from your 
magazine article and took a selfie with 
me. She got a great kick out of the article 
and the photo of that rooster painting. I 
love to see people’s reactions to it. Well, 
today I bottled some red wine I call sau-
vage (French for “wild”), because it’s 
made from the wild bunch grapes in the 

woods behind my home. I have made 
this since 1983. I created a new label 
for it called Barnyard Brawler with the 
rooster art on it. Thought you might en-
joy seeing it. Enjoy! 

Cubalaya Hens
I love reading your magazine and 

would like to share my favorite rare 
breed! Cubalayas are everything good 
about chickens rolled into one. They are 
possibly the most curious and affection-
ate breed I have ever kept. My only cur-
rent Cubalaya girl, Misty, is so sweet! I 
have Wyandottes, Australorps, Amerau-
canas, and game birds, and she stands at 
the head of the flock with them. She is 
very social and enjoys foraging with a 
small American Game named Cosmo.

If you are interested in rare breed 
hens, I strongly suggest that you breed 
Cubalayas. After all, if you don’t save 
this dying breed, who will?

Betty Rose, New Hampshire

Egg Production
I have been raising chickens since we 

moved to our small farm seven years 
ago. I was under the impression that 
hens laid, at most, only one egg per day. 
Today that notion was blasted apart. I 
have 13 laying hens and today I found 
17 eggs in the nest boxes! I am really 
impressed with their output. I think it 
may have something to do with all the 
earthworms they ate yesterday while I 
was digging up some of the dirt in their 
chicken yard. I never thought a hen 
could lay more than one egg a day, but 
today I was proven wrong.

I have Buff Orpingtons, Rhode Is-
land Reds, Ameraucanas, and Plymouth 
Rocks. The girls outdid themselves and 
made me proud.

Deb Waddell, New York

Hi Deb,
Congratulations! In general, chick-

ens can only lay up to one egg per day, 
Art, photography, and wine 

by Jim Turlington



backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com      19August/September 2020

Sheltering in place with your 
magazine! I LOVE IT! — Vicky 

Whitaker, Oklahoma

but sometimes their laying cycle can be 
offset by the seasons, age, etc. For in-
stance, if one laid an egg after the last 
time you checked and again the next day 
before you checked again, there’s your 
two eggs in a “day.” Usually when peo-
ple say they get two or more eggs a day, 
that’s a miscount or someone didn’t see 
a few eggs the last time they checked, 
but the Guiness Book of World Records 
says a White Leghorn laid 371 eggs in 
364 days (tested/recorded at the Univer-
sity of Missouri in 1979), and this didn’t 
take into account winter or molt, so at 
least some of those days she laid two in 
a day!

I hope your girls keep producing that 
well. You’re doing great with your hus-
bandry methods.

Thanks for sharing,
Marissa

I should have mentioned I did collect 
eggs around 5:30 PM and no hens were 
in the nest boxes. I have five sex-link 
hens and they are big layers. The next 
day I got 14 eggs from 13 hens. So, in 
three days, the 13 hens laid 40 eggs. 
Quite a record for us.

Debby Waddell

Egg Color
Hi, 
I just read your article where you state 

that different eggshell-colored eggs do 
not taste different from one another. Sor-
ry to say, but you are completely wrong! 
I travel internationally and white eggs 
(American) are the worst! The best tast-
ing eggs are the light brown ones (Afri-
ca) and second the German and English 
eggs. There are definitely differences in 
tastes, and for you to be involved in the 
poultry industry to make such a public 
statement is horribly misleading. Per-
haps you should travel the world a bit 

and go eat some other eggs. You will be 
quite surprised.

Regards,
Deon Louwrens

Hi Deon,
I both agree and disagree with you. 

While it’s not the color that affects fla-
vor, the chicken’s diet does. In different 
countries, and even in different loca-
tions of the country, people feed their 
chickens differently. Commercial egg 
producers in America are notorious for 
purchasing and feeding the lowest-qual-
ity feed in order to meet the bottom line, 
and for not allowing their chickens to 
free-range where they could consume 
the green plants and the bugs that af-
fect egg flavor. This is one major reason 
why backyard poultry owners keep their 
own chickens: the eggs taste much bet-
ter! You may have also noticed that the 
yolks in these different countries can 
vary in color because of the diet: a corn-
heavy diet creates very yellow yolks 
while a sorghum-heavy diet creates an 
almost-white yolk. And in South Ameri-
ca, some farmers feed annatto seeds and 
the yolks are almost red. 

Happy travels!
Marissa 

Hi Marissa,
Thank you for your comments that 

you shared as well. I am perhaps not as 
versed as you in the dietary influenc-
es of various feeds on yolk colors, but 
I have had close links to breeders over 
the years and are aware of many of your 
points. Thank you. But in the end, it was 
just a comment on the web page that egg 
tastes do not differ. They do .... and that 
was all I wanted to get across.

Best wishes, and stay safe!
Regards, 

Deon
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Crooked Beak
Born 3/17/20. Out of 14, she is only 

one with a crooked beak. We only no-
ticed it 4/5/20. I’ve neither ever seen this 
before or dealt with it. Please, any help 
will be much appreciated. Thanks so 
very much.

Cindy Hipke, Nevada

Hi Cindy,
Chicks with scissor-beak often hatch 

out normal then, due to injury or a ge-
netic condition, the top and bottom grow 
separate ways until the chicken cannot 
eat normally. Though you can’t cor-
rect this, you can manage it by putting 
a cinderblock in the run for her to trim 
it herself, and you can do some gentle 
trimming to help her eat. Many chicken 
owners have found that poultry nipples 
are easier for scissor-beak chickens to 
drink from than an open fount. Also, you 
may need to augment her environment 
or feed so it’s easier for her to pick up 
the feed she needs, meaning you may 
need to keep her in a smaller flock so 
there’s less competition or you may find 
that pellets are difficult for her to eat but 
crumble is okay.

Here is a story that talks about beak 
trimming: 

backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/
feed-health/how-to-trim-chicken-beaks-
claws-and-spurs/

In the end, you will make the decision 

that every other owner of scissor-beaked 
chickens has had to make: is the main-
tenance worth it to you, to prolong her 
life, or is her disability bad enough that 
you believe her quality of life just isn’t 
good? That’s a completely individual 
and personal decision that you alone can 
make for her.

Also: keep in mind that, if this is a 
genetic condition, there is a very good 
chance she could pass it to her babies if 
you allow her to breed.

Good luck with her!
Marissa 

Sadly, Miss Scissor Beak passed on 
three days old. But she sure enjoyed rid-
ing around in my hand and got to meet 
the BIG girls. Thanks for your input. 
Love the magazine.

Cindy Hipke

Red Yolk
This morning one of my girls passed 

a very bloody yolk with no egg white or 
shell. It was passed at some point out-
side. The entire yolk was red. I’m very 
concerned. What could cause this? I also 
don’t know which hen passed this. What 
can I do?

Danielle

Hi Danielle,
That’s a disturbing find! My first 

thought is that your hen has salpingitis, 

which is inflammation of the oviduct 
most commonly caused by bacteria. 
Have you noticed any other symptoms 
in any of your hens, such as leaky vents 
or distended abdomens? Injectable an-
tibiotics can still be purchased over the 
counter in almost all states, though most 
aren’t labeled for poultry, so they would 
require that you contact a veterinarian 
for dosage information. 

Another possibility is that she was 
slightly injured, which caused ruptured 
capillaries within the oviduct, and for 
the yolk to pass before the egg complet-
ed formation. Either way, I would watch 
your hens for any other symptoms or 
“off” behavior so you can mitigate if 
your hen needs medication.

Good luck!
Marissa 

Fire Ant Control
Is there a control for fire ants that is 

not harmful to the hens? Thank you for 
any suggestions you have.

Judie Chapman

Hi Judie,
We received your question regarding 

fire ant control. The good news is that 
ants are arthropods, which is exactly 
what diatomaceous earth controls. You 
can sprinkle DE directly on the ant hills 
and, when the ants crawl through it, 
the DE pokes microscopic holes in the 
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exoskeletons so the ants dehydrate and 
die. Two things to keep in mind, though, 
when working with DE: First, if it gets 
wet (rain, watering, etc.) you will need 
to reapply it. Also, DE is dangerous 
for animals and humans if it gets into 
the eyes or lungs, so apply it during a 
time that isn’t windy, and wear a mask 
if there’s a chance it could fly up in your 
face.

Another option would be to pour boil-
ing water into the ant hill. This would re-
ally only affect the top layer, though, so 
I presume the diatomaceous earth would 
be more effective.

Good luck!
Marissa 

Thank you very much for answering 
the fire ant question. I look forward to 
every edition of Backyard Poultry. It 
usually answers questions that I didn’t 
know I had!

 Judie Chapman

Water Glassing
I have been water glassing eggs since 

August and LOVE the process. Can you 
remove eggs from the water glass liquid 
then refrigerate short-term to be used as 
needed, for example, one dozen to be 
used within the week? Can’t find any an-
swers to let me know if they can go into 
the fridge. Enjoy your emails tremen-
dously and have learned a lot. We have 
18 acres in South Carolina and love the 
country/farm life!

Donna Williams  

Fresh eggs preserved in hydrated lime 
is an excellent method for storing eggs. 
It is important to consume the eggs 
which were added to the lime solution 
first. For easy access, remove a dozen, 
or as much as you’ll consume within a 
week, at a time and store in the refrig-
erator. It is important to wash the eggs 
very well to remove the hydrated lime 
prior to consuming them. 

Ann Accetta-Scott, 
A Farm Girl in The Making

Hurt Chick
I received 26 chicks from Cackle 

Hatchery a few days ago. Today, my 
four-day-old Welsummer got stepped on 
accidentally. When we moved her back 
into the brooder she was flopping around 
and only using one leg. We moved her 

into a box and she is in the bathroom 
with a heat lamp and access to food and 
water. She is mainly sleeping though did 
poop. We don’t want to further injure 
her by making her eat or drink, but she 
hasn’t done either yet. Should we cull 
her or can she make it? What should I 
do? Please help.  

Leah     

Hi Leah,
The decision whether or not to cull a 

chicken is very difficult and personal. 
But the fact that she is mostly sleeping, 
and not eating or drinking, isn’t a good 
sign. You could try adding some elec-
trolytes to her water, and dipping her 
beak, to see if she shows any initiative 
to drink, and that may help you decide 
whether or not to keep her alive longer 
or let her go.

Good luck!
Marissa 

Thank you so much! I dipped her 
beak in the water, and it really energized 
her! Today, I introduced her back in the 
brooder with the other chicks, and pret-
ty soon she was acting like nothing ever 
happened. She survived, and is a happy 
week-old Welsummer. I wanted to say 
that I love Backyard Poultry, and look 
forward to reading it so much. Thank 
you again for your help.  

Leah     

Hi Leah,
That’s fantastic! I love hearing suc-

cess stories! I hope she lives to a happy, 
healthy old age.

Marissa 

Pigeon Meat
What pigeon breeds are suitable for 

their meat? Thank you.
 Nizar

Hi Nizar,
The types of pigeons most common-

ly raised for meat are the utility breeds, 
which include White Kings, Red Car-
neau, French Mondain, Giant Hom-
ers, Utility Kings, Texas Pioneers, and 
Runts. People who raise for meat tend to 
butcher at the “squab” stage, which can 
be 24 oz for the largest utility breeds. 

Marissa 

Rosie the Goose
We’ve had Rosie for about five years, 

and when she was re-homed to us, she 
had a large abdomen. I was unable to 
feel anything inside, so we assumed she 
had a tumor and would die fairly soon. 
She is still hanging on, does not seem to 
be uncomfortable, eats well and is very 
friendly. Do you have any idea what this 
could be? 

Trish Arny

Hi Trish,
If she’s had that large abdomen for 

five years, and isn’t uncomfortable, I 
wouldn’t worry. There are several rea-
sons a goose can have that enlarged ab-
domen. She could be a production breed 
or a cross of Chinese with a production 
breed such as Toulouse. Or she could be 
overweight. Some other reasons include 
water belly and tumors, both of which 
would cause her to decline within the 
five years that you’ve had her.

Here is some information from Metzer 
Farms, one of the leading hatcheries of 
waterfowl, that discusses obesity and if 
it’s something you should worry about: 
metzerfarms.com/Articles/DucksAndG-
eeseOverweight.pdf

I hope this helps!
Marissa 

Wow, Thank you! I never would have 
thought she could be overweight. She 
does love to nibble on bread crumbs. 
She is staying on the lawn right now to 
heal her bottom so I will cut her corn 
back and see if that helps. 

I appreciate your amazingly fast re-
sponse!

Trish and Rosie
___________________________
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Dominique or Olive Egger?
I am in quite the dilemma .... We 

bought these as Dominiques (pullets); 
however, we’re now being told they’re 
Olive Eggers. I named them Sweet Pea 
and Olive Oyl since they’re supposed to 
lay olive-colored eggs. Hopefully you 
can identify them. I snapped this pic at 
just the right time. Thanks so much for 
your help. 

Photo: HipkeChickens.jpg
Cynthia Hipke, Nevada

Hi Cindy,
Though there are white Dominiques, 

they are rarer than the barred ones and 
they have yellow legs. Regarding wheth-
er they are Olive Eggers, that’s tricky, 
because OEs aren’t a breed but a hybrid 
between two other breeds. Those oth-
er breeds can be a dark-layer like Ma-
rans (of any coloration), Welsummers, 
Barnevelders, etc. with a blue-layer such 
as Araucana, Ameraucana, Legbar, or an 
Easter Egger that has proven to lay the 
right color of egg. The feathering de-
pends highly on the parents used. Also, 
if you acquired them from a breeder that 
didn’t sell you F1s, but a generation 
afterward, there is a very good chance 
that they wouldn’t even lay olive eggs. 
(This is more an issue of breeder/seller 
integrity than anything else.) Since your 
pullets don’t have the fluffy cheeks of 
Araucana, Ameraucana, or even Easter 
Egger, it’s tough to look at them and see 
what the parentage might be. I guess 
you’ll have to wait and see what they 
lay.

I wish I could give you more help!
Thanks,

Marissa 

Thanks so much for your help. The 
mystery will be solved by the egg. I will 
be anxiously waiting. We always enjoy 
the magazine so much, very informative. 
Stay safe out there.

Cindy

Feeding Protocol
Good morning. I’ve recently start-

ed raising chickens again and have the 
Cornish Rock breed for meat. I’ve never 
had this breed before. They’re about five 
weeks old and I recently lost a couple. 
I did some research and realized you’re 
only supposed to let them eat 12 hours/
day. Is it safe to start that now or contin-

ue with feed always available? Thanks 
for your help.

Deb Elliott

Hi Deb,
If your feeding protocol is causing is-

sues now, definitely change your strate-
gy now. Cornish cross will eat and eat, 
and that extra weight can indeed cause 
early mortality, as you have experi-
enced. Some people even feed their Cor-
nish cross twice a day, taking the food 
away between meals, but that would be 
your own decision based on how they 
grow and react to this feeding strategy. 
When I raised Cornish cross, my pro-
tocol involved feeding in the morning, 
then watching how much they ate, and 
they almost always had a clean feeder 
by sunset.

Good luck with your meat project!
Marissa 

Thank you, Marissa, for your quick re-
ply. I don’t want to lose any more, so think 
I’m going to take feeders out at night.

Deb

Cornish Crosses
Hello, 
My family just got 12 Cornish crosses 

and one of them won’t get up and the 
other one is limping. Is it just because 
they are getting overweight to fast that 
they can’t stand, or is there another 
problem with them?

Thanks.
Józef Jelski, Pennsylvania

Hi Józef 
How old are your Cornish crosses?
Cornish cross chickens break many 

chicken rules, including their inabili-
ty to perch, their extremely fast rate of 
gain, and the amount of meat they put 
on in relation to leg strength. Growing 
too fast is a problem with these birds, as 
is ascites (fluid buildup in the abdomen). 
They can get so heavy that tendons give 
out and legs break. Baby chicks can 
normally walk and perch just like other 
chickens, but by two to three weeks they 
stop perching, and six weeks is often 
when the health problems start. Keep-
ing a Cornish cross alive past 10 to 12 
weeks is an exercise in diet and overall 
dedication.

I hope this helps!
Marissa 

They are six and a half weeks old. 
Thanks for the information.

Józef 

Incubators
Hello, I am a novice peafowl breeder. 

I appreciate your website — I found the 
information useful. Thank you. Could 
you recommend an incubator that a 
novice could be successful with? Again, 
thank you.

Carol Crockett

Hi Carol,
Great question! There are many in-

cubators on the market. Purchasing one 
with an automatic egg turner and ther-
mometers/hygrometers pushes up the 
price point but those serve as great fail-
safes for novices. We recommend any-
thing Brinsea makes, and the Maxi II Ad-
vance offers all that. It fits 14 duck eggs, 
so 10 peafowl eggs should fit in just fine.

Good luck on your breeding program!
Marissa 

Chicken Combs for Aging
Hi I’m just wondering if you can tell 

a chicken’s age by its comb. I have got 
one that I was told was 12 months old. 
It’s a smaller comb than my older ISA 
Browns. She is limping not sure what is 
wrong with her leg/foot. She is a rescue 
chicken.  Thanks.

Jenny Ballan

Hi Jenny,
Unfortunately, the comb isn’t an accu-

rate indicator of age. If you’re raising all 
one breed, it can give you a general idea, 
such as a pullet that is barely feathered 
out but has not yet developed a comb. But 
there are so many different combs, among 
different breeds, and even chickens of the 
same breed can have varying comb sizes.

Regarding her limp, have you inspect-
ed her foot to see if there is a round scab 
at the bottom (indicative of bumblefoot), 
raised scales (indicative of scaly leg 
mites), swelling at the feet (indicative of 
gout), or swelling and tenderness at the 
thigh (indicative of injuries)? Here is a 
great story that can help you diagnose 
foot issues:

backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/
feed-health/a-guide-to-recognizing-
and-treating-chicken-foot-problems/

Good luck!
Marissa  
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Thank you so much for the info! I had 
checked for the bumblefoot problem, 
there didn’t seem to be any swelling or 
sores anywhere anyway she seems fine 
now, still limping a little but weight 
bearing and otherwise seems healthy 
enough. 

bottom in warm water with Epsom salt. 
Some poop that was stuck on her bot-
tom feathers were soaked off. She seems 
sleepy and slightly shakes her head. 
She’s puffed up like she’s cold. I put her 
in a cage by herself and she’s been in my 
house by the fireplace. I put probiotics 
and electrolytes in her water, and crum-
ble feed mixed with calcium.

Not sure what else to do.
Jeannie Guerrero

Hi Jeannie,
Other than droppings sticking to an 

especially fluffy butt, “pasty butt” in a 
mature hen usually indicates a problem. 
What color are the droppings?

Here are some responses from Ron 
Kean, our poultry expert with the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, to others who 
asked questions about that odd posture 
and droopy tail:

“Some birds can have ascites, or 
‘water belly.’ This is a condition where 
the chickens have fluid buildup in their 
abdomen. This is often caused by a re-
spiratory or circulatory problem, which 
causes an increase in blood pressure. 
The fluid is leaked from capillaries be-

I’m just wondering if you can tell me 
what these black chickens are crossed 
with. Rooster was a Wyandotte. I got the 
eggs from my mum December of last 
year and four hatched with all different 
coloring. Mum has never had any black 
chooks so don’t know what the mother 
hen was. Would it be Araucana? She 
said there were a couple of blue eggs 
in the mix of eggs she gave me. I had a 
broody hen at the time. 

Jenny Ballan

Hi Jenny,
That’s a tough one. Black is the most 

dominant of colors, which means if the 
mother or father has the black gene, it 
will almost always overrule and the ba-
bies will be black. Your pullets show a 
very standard body type: straight comb, 
clean legs, and no fluffy cheeks that 
would indicate a high percentage of Ar-
aucana or Ameraucana heritage. They 
could have so many different parentag-
es, just based on what the photo shows. I 
wish I could be of more help!

Marissa

Sick Chicken
I have an issue with one if my chick-

ens. She’s almost three years old. I be-
lieve she has pasty butt. Her tail feathers 
are hanging down. When she walks, she 
walks really slowly. I’m not sure if she 
has poop stuck in her vent. I soaked her 
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cause of this high pressure.
“Having their tails down can have 

different reasons: are they just down be-
cause they are depressed, or could this 
be related to an egg problem? If they 
are calcium deficient, they might not be 
able to expel an egg. Another possibili-
ty would be that they have been laying 
internally, and the mass of egg yolks is 
weighing them down.  In this case, they 
often stand like a penguin, (or a bowling 
pin). In the case of internal laying, the 
yolks fall to the bottom of the abdomen, 
instead of passing through the oviduct. 
Eventually, this gets infected — this is 
egg yolk peritonitis.

“The symptom of head-shaking often 
indicates mites or a neurological disor-
der.

Other than that, it’s hard to know. 
So many symptoms can indicate many 
issues. If she doesn’t make it, you can 
submit her to your state veterinary diag-
nostic lab for necropsy, so you know if 
it’s something that can affect the other 
chickens.”

I hope she improves soon!
Marissa 

Thank you for your response.
My chicken’s belly is really hard, and 

she doesn’t have regular poop. I gave 
her molasses mixed with water. I might 
have to give her Baytril for an upper re-
spiratory infection. I still might soak her 
bottom half in warm water.

Jeannie

Garlic for Chickens
Good morning! I have a question for 

you. I heard that garlic is good for chick-
ens so I extracted the juice and I mixed 
with water. I also noticed that garlic 
keeps away flies. My question is: how 
often can I give garlic to my chickens?

Thank you for your help!
Mayra

Hi Mayra,
I’m glad you asked, because both 

garlic and onions contain sulfuric com-
pounds that can cause hemolytic anemia 
if the chickens eat too much. Garlic con-
tains way less than onions do, so danger 
of overdose is way less but still such a 
concern that you shouldn’t feed garlic 
to chickens indiscriminately. Yet, fresh, 
raw, crushed garlic can work as an an-
timicrobial. So, what do you do? First, 

get new chickens used to the taste of 
garlic by applying a little fresh garlic to 
food and water. Then beyond that, only 
increase as needed for immune support 
or when dealing with an issue. Many 
poultry herbologists recommend one 
crushed clove per quart of water when 
dealing with an issue, keeping in mind 
that those good compounds only last 
24-36 hours after the clove is crushed. 
It can be used topically in much higher 
quantities, such as for mites. Change out 
the water after that 24-36 hours passes, 
and withdraw the garlic after the prob-
lem subsides. Also, be sure the garlic is 
fresh, as preserved garlic has little to no 
of the same compounds.

If you are worried that you have given 
too much garlic to your chickens, just 
hold back and watch them. Red blood 
cells constantly replace themselves. 
Signs of actual toxicity include diarrhea, 
pale combs, breathing issues, and over-
all lethargy and lack of appetite.

Good luck with your chickens!
Marissa 

Thank you so much for your answer 
Marissa!

The first time I gave my chickens gar-
lic, they drank the water without any 
fuss. I will try to continue with the garlic 
water every two weeks. Thanks again!

Mayra

Millie Rooster
Dear Folks,
I have a photo to show you. I had to 

kill this Mille Fleur rooster. It was about 
a year old. This came on fairly quick. 
My buddy that raises chickens said 
it was mites so I dipped their feet in a 
treatment that you pour on cattle for lice. 

The rest of them have a little bit or 
some of their feet. It seems to be helping 
a little bit. I cut some of the stuff off, had 
to get it wet first to cut off. Very hard. 
Could you please send me some infor-
mation on it? My older chickens don’t 
have this. I have raised chickens for 56 
years. I really like your magazine. 

I have had chickens eat eggs a few 
times. An older lady told me to put 
about a tsp of lime to a gallon of water 
for them and it helped. My pens are all 
dry. I feed cracked corn to my Milles, 
and a little laying mash, and a lot of corn 
in feeder. I put more in and they act like 
they are starved to death. I wonder why 
this is. 

Robert Freshour, West Virginia

Hi Robert,
Your rooster’s feet look like they have 

a bad case of scaly leg mites. The cattle 
pour-on should work, and you can also 
slather the chickens’ feet in petroleum 
jelly to smother the mites if the pour-on 
gets too expensive. Be sure to stay on 
top of this, so one doesn’t reinfect an-
other before all the mites are dead.

Regarding why your chickens “act 
like they are starved to death:” that is 
because of the corn. It’s like candy for 
chickens. Not only does it have very 
little nutritional value but it’s also a 
high-calorie snack that chickens love. 
They will flock to it even if they aren’t 
hungry or nutritionally deficient. I rec-
ommend only giving the corn as a treat, 
cracked or otherwise, and feeding most-
ly the laying mash. 

Good luck!
Marissa

Keeping Chickens Comes 
Full Circle

My name is Darryl Curry. I read your 
article, “Keeping Chickens Comes Full 
Circle,” in Backyard Poultry, February/
March 2019 issue. From my understand-
ing you’re an expert in raising poultry. I 
am researching to better prepare in be-
coming a poultry dealer. I want to learn 
all I can about raising chickens with the 
intent of one day starting my own busi-
ness.

I have a few questions to ask: During 
incubation, what incubating humidity 
levels is too high and what incubation 
humidity levels is too low? What are the 
specific humidity levels during all stag-
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es of incubation? What are the specific 
humidity levels from the last day of in-
cubation through hatching? 

Thank you for your time, I look for-
ward to hearing from you at your earliest 
convenience.

Darryl Curry, Georgia

Hi Darryl,
Hatching within an incubator is a great 

experience, but there are certain humid-
ity levels and temperatures to mind, for 
sure. Ideally, for chickens and game 
birds, keeping within a range of 40-50% 
relative humidity is perfect, increasing 
to 45-55% if you’re hatching waterfowl. 
From lockdown to hatch, increase this to 
60% relative humidity to avoid “shrink-
wrap” where the inner membrane of the 
egg dries out and the chick cannot es-
cape. A good way to monitor humidity, 
if your incubator doesn’t do it automat-
ically, are with both a hygrometer and 
by measuring the expansion of the air 
cell day by day. If the air cell is too large 
for that stage of development, increase 
humidity; if it’s too small, decrease hu-
midity.

Here are two great stories with import-
ant details about hatching eggs, which 
show air cells and how large they should 
be during what stages of incubation: 

backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/
eggs-meat/candling-eggs-artificial-in-
cubation-hatching/ and backyardpoul-
try.iamcountryside.com/eggs-meat/
incubation-101-hatching-eggs-is-fun-
and-easy/

Good luck!
Marissa 

Rooster Caring for Chicks
I have an unusual situation on my 

farm. I have a Silkie rooster who is tak-
ing over complete care of six chicks who 
are now three weeks old. These chicks 
came from three different mothers and 
the hens have all retreated to the nest 
boxes and are remaining broody. He sits 
on the chicks and he calls them to food 
and water and he protects them if I get 
to close. I’m wondering if anyone else 
has ever heard of this or has a rooster 
that has acted like this? I took a video of 
him in action.

Cindy Pradarelli

Hi Cindy,
Happy late Father’s Day to your 

rooster! This isn’t unheard of, especial-
ly among docile and “motherly” breeds 
like Silkies. Roosters have been known 
to keep chicks warm and direct them to 
food in addition to protecting them. I’ve 
seen some beautiful pictures 20-legged 
roosters: one amazing dad with nine 
baby chicks camped out beneath his 
plumage.

Thanks!
Marissa 

Lavender Chickens
Hello,
I have seen several different breeds 

of lavender chickens. I know they breed 
true. If different breeds of lavender birds 
mate, will all the chicks still be laven-
der? Thanks.

Alvin Meyer

Hi Alvin,
Yes, they will! When it comes to lav-

ender birds, it’s more about the genes in 
the coloring and less about the breeds. 
For a bird to even appear lavender, it 
has to have two copies of the recessive 
gene with no dominant black (or other 
dominant color) to overrule it. So, two 

lavender parents of different breeds 
would both give this recessive gene to 
the chicks and you would have a laven-
der chicken crossbreed.

I hope that helps!
Marissa 

Thanks. I have Lavender Amerauca-
nas and Orpingtons which I will now 
mix together.

Alvin Meyer

Question on Vaccination
Hi,
I am hatching and raising a bunch 

of chicks, keets, and goslings for my 
friends. With all the recent talk about 
infectious disease, etc., I was wondering 
if/when I should vaccinate baby birds.

In one back issue, your description 
of Newcastle disease sounded like what 
some of my chickens may have had in 
years past ... or possibly some other 
wheezing/breathing issues such as bron-
chitis?

I have a separate building for my in-
cubators and a battery brooder, plus 
brooder panel enclosures with heat 
plates, with which I have had fairly good 
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success with getting baby birds off to a 
good start. When they are near six to 
eight weeks old, I have another building 
with access to an outside pen, but my 
free-range adult birds are only separated 
from the younguns by a fence.

Since I will be selling the “started” 
birds at six to eight weeks old to oth-
ers, I am concerned that my young birds 
may be exposed to any infectious virus-
es that might be in my existing flock. I 
will be adding those not sold to my ex-
isting flock, some of which, in the past, 
developed wheezing or other symptoms, 
and some might not survive whatever it 
is they might be exposed to. Therefore, I 
am wondering if I should vaccinate?

In past years, I have “rescued” un-
wanted poultry ... so who knows what 
I may have accidentally exposed to my 
existing flock.

The local veterinarians do not do 
birds; they usually refer any bird issues 
to me. (One veterinarian is a former 4-H 
kid that I helped many years ago, who 
eventually specialized in large animals.)

Or would I best contact the state vet-
erinarian that may better determine what 
I should vaccinate for? Also, when is the 
best age to vaccinate?

Thank you.
Cari Frahm,  

Frahm Poultry, Montana

Hi Cari,
Consulting with your state veterinar-

ian would be my best advice. There is 
no one-size-fits-all answer for vaccina-
tions. Some must be done within days of 
hatching, or even while the chick is still 
in the egg. Some vaccinations are only 
available for huge commercial flocks. 
And some diseases are better controlled 
by simply keeping a closed flock. A spe-
cific disease might not even be in your 
area. For instance, infectious bronchitis 
has no vaccine and is highly contagious, 
but it’s also highly survivable. I could 
write a whole book on vaccines (and 
they have been written), so I believe 
your first step should be to identify what 
diseases are an immediate concern and 
creating a quarantine and biosecurity 
plan for any new birds (and humans) en-
tering your flock’s space.

Good luck!
Marissa 

Blowouts (Vent Gleet)
I bought some hybrid hens at the 

feed store last fall as chicks. They have 
a Czech breeding background. I have 
been losing a lot to what looks like pro-
lapse. Some have messy white feces. 
Monster eggs are being laid a lot, some 
with blood on the shells. I am almost 70 
years old and have raised chickens most 
of my life, with those in the past being 
heritage breeds and rare breeds. I have 
never experienced what I have been go-
ing through now. I am using the same 
feed I have been buying: 16% protein. A 
friend got a batch like mine, and has had 
a few experiences like I have had, but 
not as much as I have been experiencing, 
though. I have a good pen for them. Ev-
eryting looks okay then four hours lat-
er one is dead as a doornail. Just crazy! 
Any ideas? I am losing some each week 
it seems. I have even have given them 
meds for coccidiosis in their water once. 
Just a mystery! Thanks.

Alan

Hi Alan,
While the monster eggs tend to be 

something that happens more often with 
new layers and usually isn’t a problem, 
it can be an issue if the hen has some-
thing else going on with her cloaca. 
And, from your symptom descriptions, 
I suspect you’re dealing with vent gleet 
(infected cloacitis). The white, pasting 
feces is a classic sign of gleet, and if the 
gleet becomes too advanced, there can 
be swelling of the vent area that looks 
like prolapse. Other symptoms of ad-
vanced gleet include bloody droppings, 
a foul odor, loss of appetite, straining to 
defecate, and eventually death. It can be 
brought on by bacteria or a fungus get-
ting into the cloaca, or by stressful situa-
tions which make the bird more suscep-
tible to infection. Supportive care would 
be to isolate the sick birds and to wash 
their vents with an iodine-based antisep-
tic. You can administer oral antibiotics, 
but that would require a call to the vet 
first, so you can purchase them.

Good luck, and I hope this helps!
Marissa 

Thanks, Marissa! I started to do some 
research on my own; what you said con-
firms what I read. I can’t believe I had 
this happening to so many hens. May-
be I should reevaluate my pen condition 

this year. I did not think it was that bad, 
but who knows. I am moving them to a 
new place this year. I should keep them 
high and dry. Plus, I don’t usually have 
so many hens at once. Just like humans 
getting viruses in close areas, animals 
just as bad. Have a good day. Thanks 
again.

Alan 

Chicken Advice
Hello,
I was looking for your option on one 

of my Australorp hens (see pictures).

I understand you are not necessarily 
a veterinarian, but was just looking for 
some advice. Our hen is five years old 
now and she has been laying soft eggs 
(sometimes no shell) for a few weeks 
and has been very lethargic the last few 
days. Her crop felt water-balloonish two 
days ago so we thought it could be sour 



backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com      29August/September 2020

crop. We have her inside now with yo-
gurt and garlic water. 

She only eats a few pecks at a time. 
Her stool was green with bright yellow 
yesterday and today it was all yellow 
with a clump that was paste-like (see 
picture ... sorry to send you a poop pic-
ture!). I was curious your thoughts and 
any suggestions on things to try. Thank 
you for your time!

Sincerely, 
Jen Blindert

Hi Jen,
My first thought is that she has an 

infection in her vent, like vent gleet 
or salpingitis. If this infection goes far 
enough, it causes problems with appe-
tites, energy levels, and odd feces. The 
best remedy for both of these is antibi-
otics, for which you would need to have 
your hen seen by a veterinarian, but a 
veterinarian may be able to do a test to 
see if there are any specific bacteria or 
fungi to treat. You can also wash the vent 
with an iodine-based solution, but that 
wouldn’t help an internal infection.

I hope she feels better soon!
Marissa 

Chicken Pecking
I have a small flock of Rhode Island 

hens and I am having problems with 
pecking ... to the point of death.

Judy Bowen

Hi Judy,
Pecking is usually not more than bul-

lying that draws a little blood — except 
in cases like yours. It can get out of hand 
and be deadly. Pecking behavior often 
happens when something in the coop 
isn’t harmonious for the chicken, and 
it can be lack of space, a health issue, 
the wrong lighting, improper nutrition 
… or certain breeds are naturally boss-
ier than others. (Rhode Island Reds are 
one of them.) Often you can mitigate 
the issue by augmenting their coop and 
run to give them a dust bath for health, 
perches and hiding places where they 
can get away from bullies, and a toy or 
Flock Block to peck at. When you see 
a wound, immediately treat it with a 
wound care product that both stops the 
bleeding and hides the red color. (Like 
Blu-Kote.) Plus, I recommend keeping 
an eye on the flock to see if one chicken 

is a worse bully than the others. If so, it 
may be time for her to live in another 
flock. When bullies suddenly transition 
to a situation where they aren’t at the top 
of the pecking order, the bullying behav-
ior often stops.

Here is a great story that addresses 
different reasons chickens peck and kill 
each other: 

backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/
feed-health/cannibalism-and-chick-
ens-pecking-each-other/

And this one follows animal science 
studies to discuss a chicken’s five wel-
fare needs and why pecking behavior 
may begin if one of the needs isn’t met:

backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.
com/chickens-101/chicken-husband-
ry-five-welfare-needs/

I hope this helps and that you don’t 
have any more losses!

Marissa 
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June Wall, age 5, and a Buff Orpington hen named Honey.  — Winter Ferne-Tabloff (Photo by Katie Wall, Florida)

Our newly hatched rainbow egg layers and their 

momma's beautiful eggs ... Lavender Orpingtons, Buff 

Orpingtons, Welsummer, Ameraucanas, Cream Legbars, 

and Marans eggs. — Kelly Hayes,  Alabama

Miu Miu and Prada Pato enjoying the 

sunshine in Mississippi.  — Erika Byrd, 

Mississippi

Flock photo 

from Fanciful 

Farming. — 

Danielle Raad, 

Michigan



WAYS TO SHARE: EMAIL PHOTOS IN JPG FORMAT TO EDITOR@BACKYARDPOULTRYMAG.COM      MESSAGE US ON FACEBOOK: FACEBOOK.COM/BACKYARDPOULTRY
 TAG US ON INSTAGRAM OR USE #BACKYARDPOULTRYMAG: INSTAGRAM.COM/BACKYARDPOULTRYMAG      MAIL YOUR ENTRY TO: BACKYARD POULTRY, P.O. BOX 566, MEDFORD, WI 54451

Backyard Poultry retains the right to publish and/or reproduce any and all photos submitted. To have your photos returned, please include a self-addressed stamped envelope. 

My grandson, Ronan, is a chicken 

fanatic! I watch him in my home and he 

loves to go down and visit the chickens 

as weather permits (and sometimes 

when it doesn't).— Faith Herrick, 
Michigan

My beautiful White Leghorn! She’s the sweetest of the bunch! — Madisyn Chapman, Michigan

June Wall, age 5, and a Buff Orpington hen named Honey.  — Winter Ferne-Tabloff (Photo by Katie Wall, Florida)

Naked Necks are my daughter's favorite  chicken breed. Not my favorite.   
— Julie Heth, Texas

We call Lucas the Rooster Whisperer. Lucas loves all 

animals and is pictured here with Jeffery, his pet rooster. 

Lucas helps me, Grandpa Ray, feed and take care of the 

chickens and rooster.  — Raymond Hayduk, Pennsylvania
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By Lacey Hughett

DID YOU KNOW? 
Omphalitis is most commonly associated 
with dirty incubators. Clean and disin-
fect incubators between hatches.

Omphalitis
THE FACTS:
What is it?  A noncontagious disease found in newly hatched 

poultry. 
Causative Agent: A variety of opportunistic bacterial or-

ganisms.
Incubation period: One to three days. 
Disease duration: One week. 
Morbidity: Up to 15% in chickens, and as high as 50% in 

some turkey flocks. 
Mortality: Fairly high.
Signs: An inflamed and open navel, depressed appearance, 

anorexia, dehydration, lethargy, and systemic failure to thrive. 
Diagnosis: Generally, can done at home with supporting 

evidence. 
Treatment: Supportive treatment and prevention. 

THE SCOOP:
Omphalitis is a fairly common infection, also known as 

“mushy chick disease” or “yolk sac infection,” and it occurs in 
the first few days of a bird’s life. It is seen most commonly in 
artificially hatched eggs and is associated with contaminated 
eggs or incubators. 

This infection affects the yolk sac and navel of a newly hatched 
chick. There isn’t a specific pathogen, but rather several common 
opportunistic ones such as Staphylococcus, Coliforms, E. coli, 
or a Pseudomonas or Proteus species. Multiple infections at 
once are also fairly common. Omphalitis is infectious, but not 
contagious. A single chick with the infection cannot infect other 
chicks who have intact navels, but if one chick has an infection 
then the chances of multiple chicks having it are higher due to 
them hatching and living in the same conditions. 

Generally, with this infection, chicks’ navels will be inflamed 
and open. There may or may not be a scab over the site. The 
birds can’t gain weight and may seem disinterested in food 
and water, preferring to huddle near a heat source. They will 
act lethargic and depressed, and upon examination, the yolk 
sac may be unabsorbed and purulent. Likely, there will be 
abdominal swelling. 

Treating for omphalitis is not recommended. Some chicks 

will fight off the infection, but generally infected chicks will 
succumb before they are two weeks old. Antibiotics are diffi-
cult to work with because of the nature of the infection. Most 
antibiotics are specific to the bacteria they are treating for, so 
without knowing the infecting pathogen, it would be pointless 
to dose the brood. 

The best therapy for an infected chick, if culling were out of 
the question, would be isolation and supportive therapy. The 
chick likely won’t survive; however, some do. Isolating the chick 
will prevent the stronger ones from picking at it while it tries 
to heal. Clean the navel area with an iodine solution and add 
electrolytes and vitamins to the water. Be mindful of chilling 



backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com      33August/September 2020

Jumbo French 
Guineas, Bantam 

Silkies, Brown Chinese 
Goslings, Muscovy Ducks, & 

Khaki Campbell Ducks

Bantam silkies are 
excellent sitters with a 
gentle nature that make 

excellent pets.

Guineas are fast growing, suitable for 
backyard growers who want to control ticks 

and for those who would want to use them as 
a meat bird.

The Muscovy is fast growing and a 
great range duck with a lean meat that is 

desired by many restaurants.

J.M. Hatchery
178 Lowry Road 

New Holland, PA 17557
717-354-5950 

www.jmhatchery.com

To order Muscovy, Khaki Campbell duck-
lings and Brown Chinese goslings

 call Fifth Day Farm at 
717-917-6729 or order online at

www.freedomrangerhatchery.com

“To order bantam silkies, call Blue Banty 
Farm at 717-917-6729 or order online at 

www.jmhatchery.com”

ALL COOPED UP is a 
collaboration between 
medical professional Lacey 
Hughett and poultry specialist 
at University of Pennsylvania, 
Dr. Sherrill Davison. Every "All 
Cooped Up" publication has 
been vetted by Dr. Davison.

or overheating the chick, because that can 
be fatal to an already compromised bird. 

 The biggest key to treating omphalitis 
in a new brood of chicks is by preventing 
it from happening in the first place. The 
incubator needs to be completely cleaned 
and disinfected between hatches. Bacte-
ria thrive in warm, moist environments, 
exactly the same it takes to hatch an 
egg. Invest in a higher-level incubator 
if hatching for more than casual hobby, 
because fluctuations in temperature and 
humidity has also been shown to increase 
the chances of an omphalitis infection. 

When choosing eggs to incubate, only 
select clean and uncracked eggs. There 
are some egg sanitizers on the market that 
are safe for incubating eggs, however the 
instructions need to be followed exactly 
because incorrect dilution may have 
negative effects on hatchability. Sources 
state that we may incubate eggs up to two 
weeks old, however I would recommend 
using as fresh as possible. The number of 
bacteria on the egg’s surface can double 
in the span of two weeks.

With more bacteria on the shell comes 
a greater risk of contamination of the egg. 
If an egg becomes contaminated early in 
the incubation process, it become a tick-
ing bacterial cesspool time bomb, and an 
explosion can happen. Not only will this 
compromise the rest of the brood, it will 
stink up the area housing the incubator 
for days. It is not good, take it from a 
pro. Fresh, clean, uncracked eggs are 
the only ones that should be set aside for 
incubation. 

In addition to beginning with the cor-
rect eggs and a thoroughly disinfected 
incubator, what happens after the chicks 

begin hatching is key. There is the old, 
massive debate on if people should as-
sist chicks to hatch or not, and from a 
disease standpoint, it’s not the best idea. 
Assisting chicks to hatch can introduce 
these bacteria types into the incubator 
and onto the chick during a key point in 
its development. 

When handling freshly hatched chicks, 
be sure to wash and dry your hands. The 
same bacteria that exists on our hands are 
the ones that will infect these chicks given 
the opportunity. Monitor chicks for open 
navel spots, and if found, swab with an 
iodine solution. Use a new swab between 
each chick to that if one if infected and 
asymptomatic at that time, the bacteria is 
not spread to the next chick. 

Omphalitis is quite common and can 
happen to any owner. Preventing it and 
having clean practices will help reduce 
the first week mortalities in any given 
brood of chicks and selecting the correct 
eggs will help overall hatchability. Much 
of success with poultry is the cumulation 
of good habits. 
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By Lacey Hughett

Omphalitis

THE FACTS:
What is it? A noncontagious dis-

ease found in newly hatched poultry. 
Causative Agent: A variety of op-

portunistic bacterial organisms.
Incubation period: One to three 

days. 
Disease duration: One week. 
Morbidity: Up to 15% in chick-

ens, and as high as 50% in some tur-
key flocks. 

Mortality: Fairly high.
Signs: An inflamed and open na-

vel, depressed appearance, anorexia, 
dehydration, lethargy, and systemic 
failure to thrive. 

Diagnosis: Generally, can done at 
home with supporting evidence. 

Treatment: Supportive treatment 
and prevention. 

THE SCOOP:
Omphalitis is a common infection, 

also known as “mushy chick disease” 
or “yolk sac infection,” that occurs in 
the first few days of a bird’s life. It 
is seen most commonly in artificially 
hatched eggs and is associated with 
contaminated eggs or incubators. 

This infection affects the yolk sac 
and navel of a newly hatched chick 
and can be caused by multiple patho-
gens such as Staphylococcus, Coli-
forms, E. coli, or a Pseudomonas or 
Proteus species. Multiple infections 
at once are also fairly common. Om-
phalitis is infectious, but not conta-
gious. A single chick cannot infect 

cubation-safe egg sanitizers, follow 
instructions exactly because incor-
rect dilution may have negative ef-
fects on hatchability. Choose eggs as 
fresh as possible because bacteria on 
the egg’s surface multiply with age.

Assisting chicks to hatch can in-
troduce bacteria into the incubator 
and onto the chick during a key point 
in its development. 

Wash and dry hands before han-
dling freshly hatched chicks. Monitor 
chicks for open navel spots, and if 
found, swab with an iodine solution. 
Use a new swab between each chick. 

Omphalitis is common and can 
happen to any owner. Clean practic-
es reduce the first-week mortalities, 
and selecting the correct eggs helps 
overall hatchability. Much of suc-
cess with poultry is the cumulation 
of good habits. 

other chicks with intact 
navels, but susceptibility 
is higher due to hatching 
and living in the same 
conditions. 

 Chicks’ navels will 
be inflamed and open, 
and there may be a scab 
over the site. The birds 
can’t gain weight and 
may seem disinterested 
in food and water, prefer-
ring to huddle near a heat 
source. They act lethar-
gic and depressed, and 
the yolk sac may be un-
absorbed and purulent. Likely, there 
will be abdominal swelling. 

Treatment is not recommended. 
Infected chicks usually succumb by 
two weeks old. Most antibiotics are 
bacteria-specific, so dosing is diffi-
cult without knowing the infecting 
pathogen. Best therapies include 
culling, or isolation and supportive 
therapy. Clean the navel area with an 
iodine solution and add electrolytes 
and vitamins to the water. Chilling 
or overheating can be fatal to an al-
ready compromised bird. 

Prevention includes cleaning and 
disinfecting incubators between 
hatches. Invest in a higher-level in-
cubator if possible, because fluctu-
ations in temperature and humidity 
increase the chances of omphalitis. 

Only select clean and uncracked 
eggs for incubation. When using in-
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iamcountryside.com/shop/ 
chicken-health-handbook

A must-have reference for the small flock 
owner. Gail Damerow, leading authority 
on all things chicken, provides a com-
plete reference to answer the questions 
and resolve the problems of any chicken 
raiser from beginner to professional. This 
fully updated and expanded edition of a 
longtime classic offers expert guidance on 
nutrition, reproductive issues, and a full 
range of health problems, along with the 
latest information on:

• Practicing preventive health care
• Using natural approaches to enhance the 
immune system
• Treating and avoiding news-making dis-
eases such as avian flu
• Raising healthy chickens in an urban 
environment

A Complete Guide to Maximizing Flock Health  
and Dealing with Disease

 
Completely Revised & Updated 2nd Edition

The Chicken  
Health Handbook

Enhanced with full-color photographs and eye-opening 
 illustrations, this is the essential guide to keeping your  

chickens healthy and productive.
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Barn Coop
EDITORS' CHOICE WINNER

By Debra Norman, Louisiana

MMy husband and daughter built the coop in 2014. It 
is smaller than it looks, measuring 8’x16’. There are 
11 laying boxes inside and the chickens roost in the 

top rafters. The lumber was from oak trees on our property. 
We took the logs to a neighbor that owned a sawmill, to be cut 
into boards. I wanted the coop to look like an old barn that had 
been on the property for years, so we left the lumber untreated 
to get the weathered look. 

See all the entries at
backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/
coops/coolest-coops-photo-contest
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GRAND PRIZE
Grand Prize Winner — as chosen by the Backyard Poultry editorial 

staff — received a ChickSafe Eco Automatic Chicken Coop Door Open-
er from Brinsea, a commemorative coop sign, and a copy of Reinventing 
the Chicken Coop from our bookstore at iamcountryside.com/shop.
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Brinsea Products – bringing innovation 
to chicken keepers for over 40 years!

ChickSafe Eco and Advance
automatic coop door openers…

protect your birds when you can’t

µ  Brinsea have re-designed the coop door opener 
from scratch. The NEW ChickSafe Eco and 
Advance patented designs have only one moving 
part and no mechanical switches for the ultimate 
rugged reliability and ease of use.

µ  A tough two-piece alloy door 
is also available.

Prices from $99.99

Visit www.brinsea.com
or call 1 888 667 7009 for details

Prices from $99.99

NEW
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See more from Debra Norman
 on Instagram!

instagram.com/
debralynn5997
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A-Chalet
VOTERS' CHOICE WINNER

The A-Chalet is a true DIY project 
inspired by our love of mid-century 
modern design. This coop consists 

mostly of reclaimed cedar fencing, which 
came from our previous home just 
outside of Atlanta, Georgia. We loved 
our previous house, which  includes the 
iconic A-frame design and is located in 
a historic mid-century neighborhood. In 
our new home, and after several months 
of wondering what to do with a pile of 
fence wood, my wife had a discussion with 
the owner of a sheep rental company we 
hired and decided to adopt some hens. A 
local organic farm was turning over their 
flock of red sex-link hens and gave me 
only three weeks to build the coop, which 
really meant three weekends considering 
my more-than-fulltime job as a mechanical 

chicken fencing between the sections. The 
chicken run sections just needed some 
chicken wire and cedar trim to complete.  
We added a butterfly door on one end 
and trimmed the sections with some of 
the cedar. For the hen house, we built the 
supports and frame for the egg boxes, 
roosts, and rails for the removable floors 
and they seemed to come together well 
as we added each piece in. The shell of 
the hen house ended up being plywood, 
as the cedar boards were too inconsistent 
for a good wall. For the removable floors, 
we created two trays that can slide out the 
side of the house and added some metal 
flashing to make cleaning easier and 
protect the wood. The interior includes 
a wide perch for the hens and a ladder to 
help them get up to the perch. One side 

By Matt Taube, Georgia

engineer. In order to keep costs down, we 
tapped into our wood pile and quickly 
realized how difficult it can be to make a 
chicken coop with scraps of wood. With 
no plans and a few vague concepts on what 
chickens need, we set off on building our 
first coop.

I started with the base, using the ground 
contact 4x4 posts to make up the 5’-square 
base for each module. I set my A-frame 
with the 2x4s from the fence so we can 
comfortably walk the run without bumping 
our heads, and I repeated the identical 
frame on each section and secured them to 
the base.  At the time, I didn’t know how 
many chickens were coming so I wanted 
to allow for some expansion. This could 
be done with additional sections, or by 
simply spreading them out and adding 
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of the house can open up completely for 
any deep cleaning needs. We added two 
clerestory grated windows which provide 
a nice cross-breeze in our Georgia heat. 
Plexiglass storm windows will be added 
to keep the ladies warm during the cooler 
months.

The dimensions of the coop ended up 
being about 15’ long by 5’ wide and 8’  
tall, which seems perfect for our little 
flock. Its design and size was, in large 
part, driven by the materials that we had 
on hand. I did not follow plans of any sort, 
but instead designed and built the coop 
as we went along. We found ourselves 
adding fun features like the sliding door 
and chicken ladder, made from an old 
dog ramp I had made for my elderly lab, 
Charlee. We put the hen box on the end 
for easy access and put two shelves above 
the box (which have come in VERY handy 
as a place to put eggs, or anything else I 
don’t want to misplace). The vertical trim 
boards allow the two units to overlap and 
be secure. A chicken swing off to the side 
provides entertainment. Our red sex-link 
hens have settled into the A-Chalet nicely 
and are routinely providing us with lots 
of eggs. 
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Nina's Coop
VOTERS' CHOICE WINNER

By Vonnie Gutowski, New York

My husband and I are in our 
80s.We have always raised 
chickens to this day. Prior to 

this coop I had a smaller one with nine 
hens and one rooster. They weren’t just 
chickens, but my pets. My two special 
friends were a hen named Sassy and a 
rooster named Handsome. Sassy would 
peck at our sliding door to our house until 
we opened it, then she would head over 
to our dog’s food bowl and eat. When 
she was done, she would head back to 
the door. She made us smile.

Sadly, I had a heart attack and was in 
the hospital for an extended time. While 
my husband Bernie was visiting me at the 

hospital, a bobcat managed to get into the 
coop and proceeded to kill every chicken. 
I was not aware of it until some weeks 
after, as Bernie was in fear of what it 
would do to my heart. I was so devastated. 
Bernie promised me then and there that he 
would build me the best coop ever, where 
the chickens would always be safe from 
predators.  He really meant it.

Bernie kept his word and I think I have 
the best coop around. Not only for the 
sound construction, but with the help of 
our two sons and two grandsons, it was 
done to perfection and with such heartfelt 
meaning.  

After it was built, we hatched our own 

eggs and now have 10 hens and one 
rooster.  They are White Leghorn crossed 
with Ameraucana and the rooster is a 
Barred Rock crossed with Ameraucana. 
We get one to 10 eggs a day!

Inside and outside of Nina’s Coop:
The coop is 8’x8’ with a handicap-

accessible ramp and railing made of 
pressure treated wood. It has four vents 
on the bottom, and the front and back are 
vented up in the eaves. It has a shingled 
roof with double pane windows and a 
beautiful red storm door with a fancy 
window for the winter and a screen door 
for summer.   My daughter painted my 
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beloved pet chickens and they are displayed on the front of 
the coop. There are nesting boxes inside the coop that can be 
accessed outside for egg retrieval. My chicks have a hanging 
feeder and a heated watering can for the cold New York winters. 
Inside is also a colorful ladder and swing for roost. We have 
thick round tree limbs inside, which make it easier for the 
chickens to grab with their claws. Fresh shavings cover the floor.

The yard is 8’x8’ and has a ladder and a tree for them to roost 

on and a few toys hanging for their enjoyment. The best idea 
was the tree. They love it.    You will always find them on it. 
There is a small door from coop to yard for them to go through. 
It’s controlled on the outside by a wire that moves it open or 
closed. This was all built by my husband of 65 years (Bernie), 
my two sons (Gary and Mark), and my two grandsons (Ryan 
and Topher). I love being able to sit on my deck, or look through 
the kitchen window and watch them all day. 
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Honorable Mentions

Hippie Chicks Hatchery, by Jama Sheatsley

Swing Set Coop, by Narrow Gate HomesteadBarred Rock Cafe, by Megan Yapp
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Stonewind Acres, by Melissa Stone

Living Roof, by Brenda Embry

Shady Coop, by Amy Vollmer The Hen House, by Alex Medina

Blue Skies Farm Mobile Coop, by Tom Connerley
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GO BANANAS! 
By Rita Heikenfeld

Those of us who live the self-reliant lifestyle are 
usually very frugal when it comes to “waste not, 
want not.” Now lots of folks are jumping on the 

bandwagon, so to speak. I think the sheltering in place 
guidelines suggested during the coronavirus pandemic have 
a lot to do with it. 

Not being able to run into the grocery whenever it’s 
convenient has made all of us rethink how to get the most 
out of the food we consume. And that’s a good thing.

Take bananas, for instance. Who doesn’t have a few 
overripe bananas languishing on the counter? In the past, 
those bananas might have been tossed out, but not anymore.

BLENDER BANANA BREAD
Not only unusual, but fun to make. And easy.  

Ingredients
• 3 ripe bananas, enough to make 1 cup or so purée.
• 1 cup vegetable oil
• 2 large eggs
• 2 teaspoons vanilla
• 1½ cups flour
• 1 cup sugar
• 1 teaspoon baking soda 
• ½ teaspoon salt
• 1 cup walnuts, chopped in blender (optional)
• Little bit of sugar for sprinkling on top (optional)  

Instructions
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.
2. Brush a loaf pan with soft butter. (Or spray with 

cooking spray.)  
3. Purée bananas in blender. You’ll need 1 cup purée.
4. Add oil, eggs, and vanilla. Whirl until blended. 
5. Whisk flour, sugar, soda, salt, and nuts together in
a large bowl.
6. Pour banana mixture over dry ingredients and mix 

just until blended. Don’t overmix or you’ll wind up with a 
less-than-tender loaf.

7. Pour into pan, sprinkle with extra sugar, and bake 45 
minutes or so until center springs back when lightly pressed. 

8. Cool on rack a few minutes before removing from pan. 

Whole ripe bananas can be refrigerated for a few days, 
or frozen for several months. In fact, you can refrigerate or 
freeze them right in their skins, or peel if you like.

The banana skins, if organic, can be chopped up in tiny 
pieces and mixed in with soil to add potassium and other 
nutrients to plants. (I like to mix them in well so as not to 
encourage insects who enjoy them, as well.)

Banana bread and banana pudding are two of the most 
popular and requested recipes. I wanted to share these 
heirloom family favorites. They’re easy enough for the little 
ones to help. The bonus? They learn good cooking skills 
along with good common-sense economics!

Tips from Rita’s Kitchen
Freeze Extra Whites
Pour into containers or freezer bags. According to the 
USDA, whites can be frozen up to 12 months.

How dark can a banana get and still be good to eat?
If you’re going to eat it or use in pudding, some dark 
speckles are okay; in fact, the banana is sweeter when a 
bit riper. For banana bread, the riper the better. Even if 
the skin is completely dark, you’re still good to go!
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FAMOUS RESTAURANT BANANA BREAD CLONE 
The addition of buttermilk makes the bread super-moist. The 

flavor and texture are similar to what restaurant bakeries sell. 

Ingredients
• ½ cup butter, room temperature
• 2 cups flour
• 1 cup sugar
• ½ teaspoon salt
• 1 teaspoon soda
• 3 large eggs, beaten
• 3 ripe bananas, mashed
• ¼ cup buttermilk
• 1 cup chopped nuts (optional)

Instructions
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.
2. Whisk flour, sugar, salt, and soda together. Set aside.
3. Cream the sugar and butter on medium speed or by hand 

until somewhat fluffy.
4. Beat in eggs and bananas. 
5. Add flour mixture a little at a time and blend well.
6. Add buttermilk a little at a time. Mix until well-blended 

but don’t overmix. 
7. Stir in nuts.
8. Pour into a greased and floured pan.
9. Bake 50-60 minutes or until center springs back when 

lightly pressed.
10. This can also be baked in three small loaf pans (7½ x 5¾ 

x 2¼) for 35 minutes.

MY MOM’S NO COOK BANANA PUDDING
You can double this recipe for a 9x13 pan. If you double the 

recipe, use the larger box (5 oz. or so) of pudding. I put mine 
in a smaller casserole dish. 

If you only have one cup whipping cream, that’s okay. Use it 
all in the pudding and none on the top. It will still be yummy.

Ingredients
• 4 oz cream cheese, softened
• ½ cup sweetened condensed milk (this is half of the 14 oz. 

can — freeze leftover milk).
• 3.5 oz. package instant vanilla pudding
• 1½ cups milk
• 1 tablespoon vanilla
• 2 cups whipping cream, whipped, and divided or 16 oz. 

whipped topping, thawed, and divided
• 3 ripe bananas, sliced 
• About half a box or so of vanilla wafers

Instructions
1. Put cream cheese and condensed milk in mixer and blend 

well. You can also mix this by hand.
2. Whisk pudding mix into milk and vanilla and blend until 

smooth. Add to cream cheese mixture. Blend well and fold in 
half the whipped cream or half the whipped topping. Save the 
other half for garnish.

3. Make layers in casserole dish: vanilla wafers, bananas, and 
the pudding mixture on top. 

4. Refrigerate at least one hour before serving or up to 24 hours.  
5. Garnish with whipped cream and more wafers if you like. 

Tip from
Rita’s Kitchen

Sub in ½ teaspoon or so of
almond extract for the vanilla.
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FROM-SCRATCH  
PUDDING FOR BANANA PUDDING 
(OR JUST PLAIN)

We usually have extra eggs from our 
“girls.” I love making pudding from 
scratch. This is a good, basic recipe to 
eat as is. 

Or use as a base for banana pudding 
or coconut pudding. This makes a soft 
set pudding.

Ingredients
• 1 whole egg and 3 yolks, lightly 

beaten to blend
• 2/3 cup sugar 
• 3 tablespoons all-purpose flour
• ½ teaspoon salt
• 2 cups milk
• 2 teaspoons vanilla

Instructions
1. In a medium size pan, whisk together 

sugar, flour, and salt. 
Whisk in the egg mixture and blend 

well.
2. Slowly stir in milk and whisk well.
3. Cook, stirring often, until mixture 

thickens, about 8-10 minutes. 
4. Remove from heat and stir in vanilla.
5. To use later, pour into container 

and cool.
6. Spray a piece of foil, waxed paper, 

or plastic wrap. Lay sprayed side down 
onto pudding (this keeps it from forming 
a “skin.”) 

Refrigerate up to three days.  

Tip from 
Rita’s Kitchen

Sprinkle cocoa powder or 
shaved chocolate on top.

Stir in a couple of handfuls of
coconut into the pudding. 

RITA HEIKENFELD comes from a family 
of wise women in tune with nature. She 
is a certified modern herbalist, culinary 
educator, author, and national media 
personality. Most important, she is a 
wife, mom, and grandma. Rita lives on 
a little patch of heaven overlooking the 
East Fork River in Clermont County, 
Ohio. She is a former adjunct professor 
at the University of Cincinnati, where 
she developed a comprehensive herbal 
course. 

abouteating.com
column: rita@communitypress.com

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
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SLOW COOKER 
CHICKEN FAJITAS

By Hannah McClure

This crock pot fajitas recipe makes Taco Tuesday (or 
any other day of the week) a fun and easy dinner for 
all. During warm months, this recipe is in frequent 

rotation at our home. We often get caught up in our outdoor 
fun and rush in for dinner. So, I love my slow cooker meals 
and this one feeds a crowd and hits the spot every time. I sure 
hope y’all enjoy this fam favorite. 

INGREDIENTS
• 2 lbs boneless skinless chicken breast and/or thighs 
• 1 pint of diced tomatoes 
• 1 small can green chiles
• 1 large onion, sliced thinly
• 1 each red, green, and orange bell pepper, sliced thinly
• 4 cloves garlic, minced
• 1 pint of corn
• ¼ cup fajita seasoning 

DIRECTIONS
In a slow cooker, layer half of your measurements of tomato, 
green chiles, onions, bell peppers, and corn. Lay chicken on 
top and add half of your fajita seasoning. Top chicken with 
remaining tomatoes, green chiles, onion, bell peppers, corn, 
fajita seasoning, and minced garlic. 
Cover and slow cook eight hours on low or four hours on 
high.
A half hour before serving, remove one to two cups of the 
juice, shred chicken (it should just fall apart at this point), 
and prepare sides.
Serve with tortillas, Mexican blend cheese, sour cream, rice, 
and guacamole. 

NOTE: If you worry about the heat of this dish with green 
chilis in, you can add 1 tablespoon of honey. I don’t add hon-
ey and my children never complain of it being too spicy. 

Enjoy!

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

HANNAH MCCLURE is an old soul homemaker and mother 
of four from Ohio. Gardening, keeping bees, sewing, raising 
chickens/seasonal hogs, and baking/cooking from scratch are a 
few things she enjoys in her homemaking. Always learning and 
always chasing her littles.  

Find her on Instagram @muddyoakhenhouse
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ESSENTIALS FOR THE CHICKEN COOP
Seven Basic Features Your Chickens Need

By Tamsin Cooper

include not only disease and parasites, but also behavioral 
problems that arise due to frustration, such as feather picking.

Researchers have found that activity is important to all 
chickens, especially particular behaviors, such as dust-
bathing and preening. Even plump broiler chicks who appear 
to sit around all day benefit physically and mentally from 
items that they can interact with. Studies show that adding 
daylight, perches, pecker blocks, and straw bales to broiler 
barns improved the chicks’ confidence and activity levels. 
Chicks kept in an enriched environment recovered quickly 
from stressful events. For active laying and dual-purpose 
breeds, pen enrichment that elicits positive natural behavior 
is all the more vital.

Space, stocking density, and internal structures are 
important coop considerations. With these overall principles 
in mind, I will now look at seven features that it is important 
to include in the coop and run design.

Chickens have many needs beyond food and water. 
Ideally, they will meet these while ranging freely. 
But where circumstances do not permit such liberty, 

you can incorporate the necessary facilities into their coops 
and runs. Free-range birds also benefit from these provisions 
if their pasture does not naturally provide them.

Although chickens are undoubtedly a social species, 
they still need personal space so that they can withdraw 
to tranquility and avoid aggression. In addition, they need 
enough room to stretch and flap. Coop design needs to 
prioritize such considerations. As well as providing enough 
space, the coop should be structured so that different areas 
meet different needs. Chickens tend to want to perform 
activities together, so each area should accommodate 
multiple birds.

Have a mind for the future size of the flock, as overstocking 
can lead to problems. Health issues in crowded spaces 

This multi-level coop has separate areas for feeding, drinking, and dust-bathing. Photo credit: jalexartis Photography/flickr CC BY 2.0.*



backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com      51August/September 2020

1. Roosts
Chickens naturally perch on branches 

at night out of reach of predators. We 
cater to this need by providing wooden 
roosting bars or branches inside a 
shelter that we can close up at night. 
Bars should have rounded edges and 
be about two inches wide, so that birds 
can grip them comfortably. Height 
depends on the breed: medium to light 
birds prefer roosts at least two feet high; 
heavy birds or those with feathered feet 
may cope better with lower perches. 
Although roosting is a natural instinct, 
chicks need to learn how to do it. They 
may fly up with their mother, or require 
low perching bars to start with. Adults 
that have not had access to roosts may 
huddle on the floor or struggle to reach 
the roosting bar. Floor nesting exposes 
them to droppings and an increased 
risk of disease and parasites. They can 
be encouraged with ladders or lower 
perches.

Personal space on the roost is also 
important. Make sure that there is enough 
room for hens to get away from their 
neighbors when required. Some hens are 
apt to peck their neighbors. Perch space of 
10 to 12 inches per bird is recommended 
for medium-sized birds, more if they are 
larger.

2. Nesting Boxes
Chickens seek out a secluded spot to 

lay their eggs and can spend some time 
choosing the ideal nest. They are looking 
for somewhere concealed but with good 
visibility. Boxes with three sides and 
a roof are ideal when they are slightly 
raised up from the ground. Each box 
should be at least twelve inches wide 
and deep and eighteen inches high for 
medium-sized laying hens, with larger 
breeds requiring more. Provide several 
boxes, even though you may find they 
all choose to lay in the same one. In that 
way, waiting hens have somewhere safe 
to lay if they cannot delay. Eggs laid on 
the floor by those who could not wait 
can end up dirty or broken. Line nesting 
boxes with comfortable bedding, such as 
straw. You will need to regularly change 
the bedding to keep it clean, dry, and 
parasite-free.

3. Scratching Area
Chickens have a natural urge to scratch 

and peck at the ground in search of food. 

Chickens benefit from sunbathing. Photo credit normanack/flickr CC BY 2.0.*

* creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/ 

Roosts and nesting boxes. Photo credit: Forgemind Archimedia/flickr CC BY 2.0.*

Chickens like a secluded place to nest or just hide away from the other hens.
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Chickens need to dust-bathe regularly. Photo credit: raider gin/flickr CC BY 2.0.*

Chickens have the urge to scratch for feed. Photo credit: David Goehring/flickr CC BY 2.0.*

* creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/ 

Researchers have 
found that activity 
is important to all 
chickens, especially 
particular behav-
iors, such as dust 
bathing and preen-
ing. Even plump 
broiler chicks 
who appear to sit 
around all day ben-
efit physically and 
mentally from items 
that they can inter-
act with.

At range they spend half of their day 
foraging in this way. The urge cannot 
be fully satisfied by providing food in 
a container, and a chicken without dirt 
or litter to scratch will quickly become 
bored and frustrated. When confined to 
a pen or coop, it is helpful to scatter a 
little grain in bedding or sand for them 
to scratch. Of course, this will need to be 
kept clean to avoid disease.

4. Dust Bath
Unlike songbirds, chickens do not wash 

in water. Rather they roll in dirt every 
few days. This behavior is necessary to 
keep their feathers in good condition. 
When preening, they clean and oil their 
feathers from a preen gland near their tail. 
When they dust-bathe, they remove the 
stale preen oil and parasites. In addition, 
chickens feel a strong urge to carry out 
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References: Baxter, M., Bailie, C.L., and O’Connell, N.E. 2018. An eval-
uation of potential dustbathing substrates for commercial broiler chickens. 
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different substrates. Applied Animal Behaviour Science, 87(1–2), 69–82 
| University of Bristol. 2018. Research uncovers what increases chicken 
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2015. Chicken Behaviour and Welfare MOOC, coursera.org | Zidar, J. et 
al. 2018. Environmental complexity buffers against stress-induced negative 
judgement bias in female chickens, Scientific Reports.

the behavior — dust bathing makes them 
feel good!

It is important to provide a dust bath 
within the chicken enclosure so they can 
carry out this behavior at will. The site 
should be dry, sheltered, and kept clean. 
Chickens much prefer dirt, sand, or peat 
to wood shavings, rice hulls, or other 
litter. You can also add diatomaceous 
earth or kaolin to enhance parasite 
control.

5. Sunning Area
Like us, chickens get vitamin D from 

sunshine. They also enjoy stretching and 
spreading their wings in the sun’s rays. 
Like preening and dust-bathing, this is 
a group activity, so a place in the sun 
should accommodate all. A sheltered spot 
in the enclosure could serve as both dust 
bath and sun lounge.

6. Foraging Area
Free-range hens are busy most of the 

day running around and foraging. To 
make sure confined birds do not get 
bored and frustrated, pens can be rotated 
to fresh pasture. In this way, chickens 
get to feast on grass and insects, while 
avoiding parasites and disease. Static 
pens quickly get scratched up and fouled. 
There are coops and pens on wheels that 
are movable: arcs or chicken tractors. 
Alternatively, you can set up several 
pastures that the chickens can be let into 
in rotation, allowing each run to recover 
before the birds return. Ideally, if you are 
able, chickens can be let out in the yard 
during the day to roam freely, as they 
are naturally inclined to return home to 

Chickens benefit from sunbathing together. Chickens need to forage fresh dirt and grass.

roost at night. You may want to protect 
any sensitive areas you do not want 
scratched up!

7. Hideouts
Even free-range chickens need 

overhead shelter. Otherwise, they may 
be fearful of venturing out. Bushes and 
trees are ideal, as chickens can hide under 
the canopy or within foliage when they 
suspect danger. Alternatively, you can put 
up a low-level shelter, which can double 

as a dust bath.
Within the coop, certain birds may feel 

the need to hide away from aggressors. 
While some will take to perches or 
nesting boxes, others conceal themselves 
inside a bucket on its side or behind a 
partition. Providing such recesses can 
help reduce aggression within the coop.

Combining these features in your coops 
and runs will help your chickens keep 
occupied in healthy and happy activity. 

If a hen could choose…
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By Janet Garman

Are you sifting through available 
chicken coop plans, looking 
for the perfect backyard coop? 

Have you considered how much shade 
is available for your flock during the 
heat of summer? Chickens tolerate cold 
temperatures much better than heat 
waves. Providing shade in your chicken 
coop plans is essential for a healthy flock.

Providing shade to keep your flock 
cooler will offer the following benefits 
to your flock:

• Reduce heat stress. Look for chickens 
that are panting, and holding wings away 
from the body.

• Reduce flies. Flies love heat and 
sunshine.

• Result in better egg production during 
summer months.

• Keeping water in the shade will 
increase water consumption. Extra water 
intake will keep the chickens cooler, too.

• Shade adds a protective cover from 
aerial predators.

of the run will all provide shade.
For a more visually appealing garden 

look, consider building a shade structure 
in or near the chicken run. Adding 
something to your garden that also 
provides shade for the chicken coop plans 
is a great way to double your return.

Add a Trellis 
A trellis gives climbing plants a 

foundation to grow up, instead of along 
the ground. Planting any vegetable or 
flower near the coop, and training the 
plants to climb, provides a natural shade 
cover. I am sure the chickens won’t 
mind if a cucumber, grapes, fresh peas 
or nasturtium flowers occasionally drop 
into the coop for snack time.

Any low hanging veggies will 
supplement whatever you use for summer 
chicken feed. Be sure to only plant fruits, 
vegetables and flowers that are safe for 
chickens to munch on. You could also 
try hops, honeysuckle, sunflowers, and 
luffa gourds.

How I Created the Trellis
I used a section of livestock fencing 

and allowed it to bend from outside the 
run over the open area. This allows me to 
plant vegetable seeds out of reach of the 
chickens and train the vines to grow up 
over the area, providing shade. Note that 
this project should be started during the 
spring planting season, to ensure optimal 
growth before the heat of summer. Using 
perennial plants that regrow year after 
year is a great idea.

Quick and Easy Pergola
Pergolas are free standing shade 

providing structures with an open roof 
area. The pergola provides shade but 
does not provide protection from rain. 
An alternative to a pergola in the chicken 
coop plans would be a pavilion. Both the 
words pavilion and pergola sound rather 
upscale for a chicken coop, but they are 
easily constructed.

Materials
• (4) 4x4x8 wooden posts
• (4) 2x6x8 boards
• 1 piece of lattice (or you could use 

tree limbs to form a lattice top)
• Screws and a drill driver
• Post hole digger or shovel

DIY CHICKEN COOP 
PLANS THAT ADD SHADE

Easy Shade Options
A few ideas can be easily incorporated 

into your chicken coop plans. Look for 
areas in your yard that are naturally shady. 
Locating the coop under a deciduous 
tree provides shade during the summer 
growing months. When the tree drops 
it’s leaves for winter, more sun will filter 
through, adding warmth and light to the 
coop and run during winter months.

Even one tree, partially overhanging 
the chicken run, will provide shade and 
cooling. Adding more than one shade area 
for larger flocks will cut down on bullying 
and issues related to pecking order.

Incorporate Things You Have on 
Hand

Quick fixes can provide shade for the 
chickens. These ideas might not be the 
most visually appealing but they will 
provide shade in a pinch. Setting up a 
folding table, using a large beach umbrella, 
adding a downed leafy limb from a tree, 
or tacking up a shade cloth over a corner 
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Directions for Adding a Pergola
Start by measuring the distance between 

the four posts and marking the areas for 
the post holes. For this structure you will 
need to space the posts seven feet apart 
in a square configuration. This allows 
overhang of the roof support boards. Dig 
the holes, and back fill the dirt to secure 
the posts.

Add the roof support boards to the top 
of the posts.

Attach the piece of lattice to the top of 
the frame.

Covered Pallet Porch
A pallet in good shape provides 

a wonderful porch or roof. Air can 
circulate under the porch as well as 
around it. Shown is how Ann from 
afarmgirlinthemaking.com provided 
shade for her flock using a tree stump 
and a used pallet.

In addition to shade, frozen treats 
will help cool your flock. Just about 
any frozen vegetable or fruit will be 
welcomed. My favorite easy idea is to 
chop up leftover fruit and vegetables 

and store in the freezer. When you have 
a couple of cups of chopped ingredients, 
add them to a bowl of water and freeze 
the bowl into a big ice cube.

Serve the frozen treat in a large pan or 
directly on the ground, in the shade area. 
The chickens will peck away at the ice 
block to get to the fruits and vegetables. 
Instant cooling effect!

Add a Foot Bath to the Chicken Run
Using a plastic kiddie pool, or large 

Order at iamcountryside.com/shop or by calling 970-392-4419

50 DO-IT-YOURSELF  50 DO-IT-YOURSELF  
PROJECTS FOR  PROJECTS FOR  
KEEPING CHICKENSKEEPING CHICKENS

Chicken Coops, Brooders, Runs, Chicken Coops, Brooders, Runs, 
Swings, Dust Baths, and More!Swings, Dust Baths, and More!

livestock feeding pan, fill partially with 
water. Keep this in the shade so that 
the water does not get too warm. The 
chickens will stand in it to cool down 
if they feel overheated. This is also a 
good quick first aid if you find a chicken 
suffering from heat stress.

Keeping  your  f lock  cool  and 
comfortable during the high heat months 
will reduce stress on their systems, 
promote good health, and keep egg 
production going. 
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Cheep Coops
By Kenny Coogan

“We just picked up stuff that we thought was 
useful and made it work,” Melissa Miller 
tells me as I admire her cheap chicken coop 

made from scrounged materials. 
Miller and I live in Tampa, Florida. I live on the city’s limits 

approaching farmland, where she lives in historic Seminole 
Heights. Her neighborhood is full of 20th century bungalows, 
eclectic shops, epicurean dining, and backyard chickens. Poultry 
in this part of Tampa is fashionable. In addition to fancy chicken 
breeds, people in this area are raising pheasants and quail. Many 
of the residents are also growing vegetables and fruit trees in 
their city lots. 

Chickens are not only trendy, they’re practical. The 
birds themselves are cheap, as well as their feed. The most 
expensive cost that you will endure is their housing. While 
a premanufactured coop is convenient, they are also pricey. 
Having some basic construction skills is valuable. 

“My spouse is very handy.” Miller explains. “We based the 
coop on my height since I go in to clean it. Safety was very 

Melissa Miller’s cheap chicken coop which her husband built from scrounged materials.

Bryant Tonkin added a pallet to the back half to make it look attractive 
and because it was cheap.
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important which is why we purchased wire. We did find wire, 
but I wanted a specific size to keep critters out. We used a 
pallet to make it pretty on the outside and my brother-in-law 
had some leftover paint we used to make it look nice as well.”

Miller and her husband Bryant Tonkin built it for three 
chickens and included three nesting boxes inside. Since their 
initial build, they’ve made some updates like an automatic 
door and a motion sensor light, but otherwise used materials 
they had or found.

How to Build a Chicken Coop Out of Pallets
A few blocks away another chicken keeper also built his cheap 

chicken coop predominantly out of pallets. 
“A friend had several pallets of pavers delivered for their 

patio pool deck,” Kenny Gil recalls. “I made sure they had 
an HR stamp, so they weren’t chemically treated but rather 
heat-treated. 

He also ended up paying for a roll of hardware cloth, some 
supporting lumber, and screws and washers. If you calculate 
the chicken coop cost these Tampanians built, they are nearly 
free as chicken runs and coops are different. A chicken coop 
is where they sleep and lay eggs. A chicken run is the fenced 
area that they have access to during the day to get exercise and 
enrichment. On my acre, I have so many trees and bushes that 
my chickens can use for shelter, that I feel confident in allowing 
my bids to free-range. I only have a chicken coop. 

Gil says in reference to his build, “Everything else was 
reclaimed. A neighbor was throwing out the plywood. Same 
with a few boards and the shingles.”

The first thing Gil considered, like many backyard chicken 
owners, was cost. He come up with the design, as the project 
evolved, by calculating how many resources he had. He first 
installed the posts and built the sides of the raised coop. 

“It is one pallet wide by one and a half long. We got our chicks 

Kenny Gil first leveled the post and then starting added the sides, 
based on the supplies he procured.

Thinking of husbandry, Gil added a side door for cleaning the roost 
and a back entrance for easy egg access.

Gil needed to add a run extension to slowly introduce new 
chicks to the existing flock.
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a few days before I finished building it. 
It took a long time to build because I was 
constructing it during summer and there 
were on and off showers.”

Gil had some building experience but 
was working alone, which can pose some 
challenges, especially when things are 
heavy or hard to balance. He added a 
side door to access the roosts and chicken 
bedding. They use pine shavings as they 
found it keeping things neat and he can 
easily rake them out and add them to the 
compost pile. Here is Tampa, Florida, 
we don’t have to worry too much about 
winterizing chicken coops. Occasionally, 
it does dip into freezing temperatures. 
On that day(s) and for the rest of the 
country in winter, it is important to keep 
your cheap chicken coop (or expensive 
one) draft free and well insulated. 
Adding extra layers of pine shavings to 
the floor and nesting boxes will keep 
the coop warm. It is advisable to have 
a thermometer in the coop that records 
max and min temperatures. Freezing 
temperatures in the coop can result in 
frostbite and death. 

“We were really nervous about getting 
into chicken raising because neither of 
us had experience,” Gil recalls. “But it 
has been fairly easy.” He and his wife 
enjoy looking back at the chicken’s baby 
pictures and reminiscing. 

Elsewhere in historic Seminole Heights...

Emeline Gonzalez-Ramsey and her husband built this coop for free. They had a plan based on 
the space they were working with and built it as they acquired more materials. Emeline’s hus-
band works at a creating company where he can take home scrap wood. Their dogs don’t need 
their kennels anymore, so they were able to use these as doors.

Danielle Rodriguez and her husband built 
this coop with materials they had around the 
homestead.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

KENNY COOGAN is a food, farm, 
and flower columnist. Coogan leads 
workshops about owning chickens, 
vegetable gardening, animal training, 
and corporate team building on his 
homestead. His newest book, 99 ½ 
Homesteading Poems: A Backyard 
Guide to Raising Creatures, Growing 
Opportunity, and Cultivating 
Community, is now available at 
kennycoogan.com.

Chicken Coop Must Haves
It’s not important the design you choose when building a cheap chicken coop 

out of pallets. If it is safe from predators and esthetically pleasing to you — it’s 
a good coop. Be mindful, there are a few essential elements that are needed. 

• Protection from predators 
• Food storage containers 
• Nesting boxes and bedding 
• Protection from the elements 

• Roosts 
• Ventilation 
• Water and feeder 
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My Automatic 
Poultry Waterers

By Chuck Krueger

I’ve tried several different designs for a poultry watering 
device that I don’t have to fill manually every few days. 
Some were trough types with a valve and float device often 

used in swamp coolers. I did buckets with the same type of 
valve and fitted with PVC pipe and poultry nipples. Although 
these devices worked, they allowed the water to become dirty 
and a harbinger for algae. I wanted a system that would fill 
automatically and keep the water clean and did not cost an arm 
and a leg. Keep in mind that these only work in above freezing 
temperatures but they lessen my work load for seven to eight 
months out of the year. 

To construct the waterer, you will need the following items:

• 4” diameter PVC soil drain pipe (not DWV pipe). This pipe is sold 
in 10-foot lengths and is available at hardware and home improve-
ment stores. You need the solid PVC pipe, not the ribbed laminated 
soil pipe with a black interior. That pipe will not glue well. 

• Two 4” PVC caps. Make sure they are flat.

• 6 ea. ½” PVC 90-degree elbows.

• 2 ea. ½” PVC plugs.

• A toilet fill valve like the one shown.

• A flat rubber washer with 1” diameter hole.

• A stainless steel toilet water supply line with brass a 
daptor that will connect to your water supply.

• Poultry nipples or cups.

Reader 
Submitted 

Story



60 Backyard Poultry

CHICKENS VS NEIGHBORS
By Tove Danovich

On the popular television show 
Judge Judy, TV’s favorite judge 
has presided over more than 10 

cases involving chicken disputes just 
in the last decade. More than a couple 
of the “cases” involve a neighbor’s dog 
massacring a flock of chickens while in 
others it’s the chickens who are on trial 
for being too loud or wandering into a 
neighbor’s yard and ruining the garden. 
For people who don’t keep chickens 
close to unappreciative neighbors, these 
cases might seem silly. Yet any urban 
or suburban flock owner knows that bad 
neighbors can make the otherwise calming 
hobby of chicken keeping full of anxiety.

Though I personally have half an acre 
for my 10 chickens to roam on, my house 
is on a flag lot in the suburbs beset by 
neighbors on all sides. Good fencing has 
done a lot to keep the peace between our 
flock of chickens and the dogs, cats, and 
kids next door, but we’ve still had our 
share of chicken scares. Once I caught the 
neighbor kids (who are young but still old 
enough to know better) throwing old crab 
apples at the chickens. I tried to explain 

nicely to them that it wasn’t good to throw 
things at living animals and, what’s more, 
a misplaced apple could easily kill or 
seriously injure the fragile birds. A few 
days later, I noticed them doing it again 
and gave them a sterner warning, but it 
wasn’t until their dad caught them in the 
act and gave them a stern reprimand that 
the trouble ended for good. 

Unfortunately, most bad neighbors don’t 
have parents to set them straight and often 
city officials and police can do little to get 
between neighbors having disputes. 

For Jessica Mello, who runs the 
Instagram account @TheMelloYellows, 
the trouble started soon after her family 
moved into a new house in Maine, 
bringing her small flock of chickens with 
her. “Upon arrival [the neighbors] weren’t 
really happy about us being here,” she 
says. Within a few weeks she started 
coming home to find the coop door open. 
A mom and her two daughters seemed 
to be the main culprits. “I started hearing 
from the neighbors that the older woman 
was on the quad chasing our chickens.” 
Mello once spotted the two girls, who 

often played with her son, going into 
the coop, taking out all of the eggs and 
smashing them on the ground one after 
another. “Then they tried to blame my 
son but my husband had been watching 
the whole thing out of the window.” That 
was the end of the playdates. “The mother 
denies everything. We put up cameras and 
nothing has happened since,” Mello says. 
Her family is planning to put up fences in 
spring to keep her flock safe. But if that 
isn’t enough, she isn’t really sure where 
she can turn. She could call the police 
but isn’t sure they would do anything and 
worries it might make the problem worse 
or that they’d laugh at her if she didn’t 
catch it on camera. “I’d assume if there 
was a dog issue you could call animal 
control but you can’t call the police on a 
10-year-old,” she says. 

Whether your chickens are pets or a 
food source, no one wants to feel like their 
flock is unsafe. Many people try to head 
off potential conflict with neighbors by 
informing them if they’re thinking about 
getting chickens ahead of time or through 
regular gifts of free fresh eggs. As much 
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as having bad neighbors is stressful, it’s a 
blessing to have good ones. Good chicken 
neighbors might possibly be called upon 
to take care of chickens when you’re out 
of town or put the flock away at night in 
an emergency. They may even feed them 
scraps or treats over the fence. It’s a delight 
to see the people around you get joy from 
the birds that bring us so much comfort. 

When Patrick Taylor’s neighbor 
accidentally left her back gate open and 
her two dogs got out, it could have been a 
recipe for disaster. Taylor is a veteran who 
lives in Tennessee with 14 hens who he 
relies on as therapy animals for his PTSD. 
“They’re part of my rehab,” Taylor says. 
“They wanted to give me a service dog but 
I didn’t have that kind of time; I said ‘I’ll 
get service chickens!’” 

Luckily his hens were in such a secure 
run that though the dogs were running 
around the coop, they couldn’t get inside. 
“Had they been free ranging, I would 

The first step is usually to have a conversation 
either face to face or in writing. In many cas-
es the best solution is to build a good fence, 

a solid coop, and know that even if your 
grumpy neighbors don’t love morning egg 

songs, at least your birds are safe.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

TOVE DANOVICH is a writer based in 
Portland, Oregon, where she catalogs 
her flock's antics on Instagram 
@BestLittleHenhouse. You can also 
find her on Twitter @TKDano or on her 
website www.ToveDanovich.com.

have had multiple losses.” Taylor called 
the owner who was extremely apologetic 
and asked if he would be able to lead her 
dogs back into the yard — closing the 
gate firmly this time. He did so and when 
his neighbor got home that night, she 
came over with two gallons of ice cream 
and another round of apologies. “Having 
good relationships with neighbors goes 
a long way to keep peace and ensure 
full cooperation when needed — in both 
directions,” Taylor says.

He notes that he often sees people urging 
others to shoot wayward dogs harming 
their flocks as a first resort. “If you shoot 
the dog you are going to create World 
War III with your neighbor,” he says. 
It’s usually the best choice to call animal 
control or the local game warden who will 
remove the dogs or cite people for having 
“dogs at large.” “It’s a whole lot better to 
have that come from a legal authority than 
walking over with a bad attitude.”

And it’s worth noting that the majority 
of serious issues with chickens happen 
when the birds free-range. “Before 
anybody has chickens, they need to 
understand that they are responsible to 
protect them,” Taylor says. The birds 
might enjoy free-ranging but the practice 
always comes with risk whether from 
dogs, predators, and people on the ground 
or hawks in the sky. 

If you’re having a dispute with a 
neighbor about your birds and feel 
comfortable doing so, the first step is 
usually to have a conversation either 
face to face or in writing. Unless the 
chickens are harmed (in which case a 
property or animal welfare crime might 
have been committed) there’s often little 
city officials can do to mediate disputes. 
In many cases the best solution is to build 
a good fence, a solid coop, and know that 
even if your grumpy neighbors don’t love 
morning egg songs, at least your birds 
are safe. 
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By Kenny Coogan

In addition to citizens — towns, 
cities, and governments need to act 
locally and think globally. The way 

in which people buy goods and farm their 
backyards have global implications. The 
city of Austin, Texas is doing great things 
towards sustainability. Back in 2011 
the Austin City Council unanimously 
approved the adoption of the Austin Re-
source Recovery Master Plan. The aim is 
to reach the City Council’s goal of “Zero 
Waste by 2040.” This means keeping at 
least 90% of discarded materials out of 
the landfill. And today chickens are a part 
of that equation. 

As a full-time agriculture teacher, I 
remind my students often to think about 
the true environmental cost of “1-Click” 
shopping. 

Before “1-Click” shopping goods were 
delivered in bulk to one location. Yes, 
there were emissions, but the delivery 
was centralized, and shoppers would buy 
multiple items in person to save on their 
own gas. Now, many of these items are 
being delivered individually. A few years 
ago, the EPA released data that showed 
the transportation sector was the largest 
source of carbon pollution. The trans-

portation sector surpassed power plants 
for the top producer of carbon dioxide in 
2016 — the first since 1979. In addition 
to the wasteful amount of shipments, the 
excessive packaging of boxes in boxes in 
boxes is enough to make me weep. 

Of course, it is not only surplus shop-
ping that is hurting our planet, it is also 
food waste. Currently one-third of all 
food produced in the world is wasted. I 
ask my students: if they were walking out 
of the grocery store with three bags and 
dropped one, would they stop and pick 
it up? They all cry, “yes of course,” but 
that is exactly how much we are wasting, 
whether it is due to spoilage or aesthetic 
blemishes. So, who can help limit food 
waste, while promoting locally sourced 
produce, eggs, and meat? It’s chickens 
of course.

“Chickens can keep food waste out 
of the landfill and help the city reach 
its 2040 zero-waste goal,” Vincent Cor-
dova, Planner for the City of Austin’s 
Resource Recovery program says. “The 
City of Austin has had an existing home 
composting rebate program since 2010.”

That program offers $75 for the pur-
chase of a home composting system. In 

2017, this rebate was expanded to include 
chicken coops. Taking a chicken-keep-
ing class is a requirement to receive the 
rebate.

“Residents are provided the opportu-
nity to learn about Austin’s zero waste 
goals, local chicken-keeping codes and 
how to be a responsible chicken owner,” 
Cordova explains. “Classes cover proper 
care of fowl, coop requirements, and how 
to keep handlers protected from germs. 
These classes offer an opportunity for 
new chicken-keepers to network with 
more experienced owners who can help 
them get started and troubleshoot prob-
lems they may encounter.”

Noelle Bugaj has worked as a con-
tractor for the City of Austin since the 
spring of 2015. She says that chickens 
are not extremely difficult animals to 
care for, but it is important for those 
considering keeping chickens or those 
who are already keeping chickens to do 
so responsibly. 

“Attending a chicken keeping class 
creates an awareness in the community 
around ordinances that may affect them 
in keeping livestock within the city, 
provides them with a base knowledge to 
make decisions about the breed, age, and 
type of chicken that works best for them, 
supports them in ensuring they provide 
their chickens with adequate shelter, food, 
safety, social companionship, and also 
sets them up to be prepared if something 
goes wrong.” 

Bugaj teaches attendees about the 
whole gamut of chicken keeping from 
raising chicks to their first molt as 
well as egg troubleshooting to culling. 
Teaching these programs has allowed 
her to become more immersed in the 
community. 

“Creating more of these spaces where 
people can come together to talk, share, 
and support one another in their jour-
neys, no matter what the venture, only 
helps to build a safer, healthier, and more 
caring, connected world,” she remarks.  

She says, “It never hurts to have a com-
munity that is knowledgeable and confi-
dent in making decisions for themselves 
about their journey in keeping chickens. 
Chicken-keeping classes support a more 

CITY OF AUSTIN 
CHICKEN PROGRAMS 
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informed community caring for their 
animals in a responsible way.” 

She reminds me that chickens can 
contribute to our ecosystem and sustain-
ability in many positive ways. 

“What comes with keeping chickens is 
a fuller understanding of all that goes into 
what we eat and what we often take for 
granted. The eggs and meat that can come 
from keeping chickens in your backyard 
can help build deeper connections in 
the community through sharing with 
neighbors and friends. Chickens can be 
a gardener’s ‘best friend’ in providing a 
form of organic pest control and garden 
tilling as they scratch and search for bugs, 
limiting the use of harsh chemicals in the 
growing of plants and food.”

Backyard Poultry readers know chicken 
manure is an excellent source of nitrogen. 
Mixing manure with grass clippings can 
create a nutrient-rich compost. 

Bugaj says, “The compost you can 
create from chicken outputs (manure) 
has many benefits — protecting the roots 
of plants, providing nutrients to create 
stronger and more pest-resistant plants, 
retaining moisture for longer periods of 
time reducing the need to water as often, 
and even binding heavy metals to the soil 
that help support cleaner water systems 
and less runoff.”

“The community in Austin, Texas is 
lucky to have a program that keeps them 
informed about responsible livestock 
ownership, engages them to be directly 
involved with the food system, and 
supports our ecosystem all at the same 
time,” Bugaj says excitedly. “When you 
have an opportunity to engage people 
in thinking about our food systems, 
our relationship to animals, our impact 
on the environment, build a stronger 
sense of community, and to do this all 
while minimizing waste as well as costs 
in hauling and landfill fees … it’s a 
no-brainer that more cities should adopt 
similar programs.”

When I first came across this story, I 
was delighted how aggressive the cities’ 
goals were regarding sustainability. I 
loved how they incorporated chickens 
into their model of resource recovery. 
And while I believe that there should be 

a chicken in every …. backyard, using 
chickens as a conduit between lifestyles 
and conservation is brilliant. After all, 
backyard chicken keeping is a microcosm 
of the world. If we can figure out how to 
balance economics, the environment and 
social equity in our own backyards, we 
can then work on saving the world. 

If you know of a city that is advanced 
in their attitudes and actions regarding 
sustainability or chicken keeping, please 
send me a message. 

Since the City of Austin’s expansion 
of the rebate program to include chicken 
coops in 2017, over 7,000 residents have 
attended. To learn more visit their web-
site: austintexas.gov/composting 

To reduce food waste, Austin Resource 
Recovery is taking several steps: 

• The Home Composting Rebate Pro-
gram was expanded in 2017 to include 
chicken keeping. Chickens can help 
keep food scraps out of the landfill; one 
chicken eats an average of one-quarter 
pound of food daily. 

• Austin Resource Recovery promotes 
food recovery and offers technical support 
via individual consultations and trainings 
with businesses; provides rebates that 
can be used to implement food recovery 

programs; and develops resources for 
business, such as tip sheets, food donation 
signs, and industry best-practice guides. 

• In June 2018, curbside organics col-
lection expanded again, resulting in over 
90,000 households receiving the service, 
or almost half of Austin Resource Recov-
ery’s customers. By 2020, the service 
will be offered to all customers, pending 
approval by City Council. 

• The Universal Recycling Ordinance 
requires that all commercial and multi-
family properties provide employees and 
tenants with access to on-site recycling. 
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By Morgane Golan

My name is Morgane Golan and I am the head teaching assistant for the 
Poultry Management course at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. 
Poultry Management is one of the two-credit, two-part management class-

es offered by the Veterinary and Animal Sciences Department. These Management 
classes provide students the opportunity to assume the role of a farmer or producer 
of the species they choose to work with. Our students lovingly refer to the class as 
“Poultry.” For instance, “are you enrolled in Poultry this semester?” and “is Poultry 
meeting at the barn today?” 

We start with day-old chicks and raise them through the end of the semester, til 
they’re about 13 weeks old. Our course instructor, Dr. Helene Cousin, works with 
a team of passionate teaching assistants to put together a comprehensive class that 
is very student-driven. The students take responsibility for the health and welfare 
of the birds, and engage in every aspect of their care. Each semester, we undertake 
feeding, cleaning, and record-keeping duties for about 30 dual-purpose/layer hens. 

The class has changed immensely since its inception in 2011, when a group of 
students enlisted Dr. Cousin to oversee a club for managing broilers. Despite the 
significant growth we’ve made since those days, the primary learning objectives of 
the course have always been the same. We aim to promote biosecurity and the study 
of avian anatomy and physiology. The class curriculum varies between the fall and 
spring semesters, but our students look forward to lectures and activities discussing 
avian influenza, reproduction and embryo development, as well as the maintenance 
of a personal backyard flock. 

In addition to traditional academic study, our students are trained in 4-H-style 
poultry showing. At the end of each semester, the class participates in a competition 
based on the holds and positions we practice weekly. The Poultry Show represents 
the culmination of a semester’s worth of work in bird handling, in a practical exam 
designed to test students’ competency, poise, and knowledge of poultry species. 

Students can bring home a ribbon, or 
gold chicken trophy, which inevitably 
becomes a prized possession.

I’m writing this piece to reflect on my 
three years in the Poultry team, and to 
share my experience as a college-aged 
poultry fanatic. As my undergraduate ed-
ucation comes to a close, and I move on 
to my next steps as a veterinary student 
and research scientist at the University of 
Georgia, I have begun to consider how 
Poultry has shaped my life and refined 
my interests. Because of my experience 
with the hens, I have decided to pursue 
avian medicine and research, to improve 
the poultry industry and support back-
yard farmers around the country.

I enrolled in Poultry in the fall of my 
sophomore year, thinking that I would 
start small and eventually work my way 
up to handling the livestock animals that 
weigh a ton. I quickly grew attached to 
my Wyandotte pullet, Darkness, and be-
came totally enamored with the flock. 
That semester, I was named the Grand 
Champion of the poultry show, and I 
decided to take on an apprenticeship 
position in the spring, so that I could be 
a TA the following semester. I simply 
couldn’t imagine moving on from Poul-
try and working with any other manage-
ment team or species.

For the last two years, my role as a 
Poultry TA has been largely focused on 
class operations and the student aspect 
of the class. The class is unique in that 
it bridges both the benefits and short-
comings of a standard university course, 
with the added trials and tribulations of 
animal husbandry. For example, a por-
tion of the students’ grade consists of 
Chick Checks, for which students are 
paired up to perform morning chore du-
ties. Working with students is not unlike 
dealing with a flock of chickens, how-
ever: they are eager and excitable, but 
sometimes easily confused and subject 
to nerves.

Every semester includes at least one 
phone call from a pair that has peeked 
into the Poultry Room and is worried 
that all the birds are dead — “They’re all 
laying on their sides, not moving!” We 
reassure the students that chicks, much 

POULTRY  POULTRY  
SCIENCE  SCIENCE  

AT UMASSAT UMASS
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like people, sometimes relax. They are 
relieved to find that the birds are per-
fectly fine and basking in the warmth 
of their heat lamps. Another guaranteed 
phone call goes much like this, “One of 
the bulbs has gone out, what should we 
do?” How many Poultry students does it 
take to change a light bulb? 

I’ve heard it all. 

“Do I have to put on boots and cov-
eralls to go into the Poultry Room?” — 
Yes. 

“Can I bring my family to meet the 
birds tomorrow night around 9pm?” — 
Absolutely not.

“Am I holding this chick correctly?” 
— Yes, good job! Do you want another?

“I think I just heard crowing from the 
room … is that possible?” — Uh oh. 

“I can’t tell if this is my Barred Rock, 
and the legband is smudged. Do you see 
a six or an eight?” — I think that’s a zero.

“I called dibs on that bird and she stole 
her!” — There’s no dibs in Poultry, and 
I promise you’ll love any bird you train.

Sometimes my chicken senses will 
go off and I’ll rush to the farm to see 
that the cap of a waterer has been left 
on, and the birds haven’t had water for 
a couple hours. Or maybe I’ll open up 
the brooder to discover that a chick has 
died. Situations like these are difficult, 
particularly when you have to break the 
bad news to a class of chicken lovers, 
and even more so when you have to hold 
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students accountable for their mistakes. 
Things don’t always go according to our 
plans, but that’s alright, and every day 
presents a new learning opportunity. 
Plus, the Poultry team has a pretty great 
sense of humor.

All in all, I’ve had so much fun helping 
Poultry students blossom into adept and 
confident showmen, and sharing my love 
for chickens with them. I feel blessed to 
have found my place on the team, and to 
have worked with these incredibly sweet, 

amusing animals for the last few years. 
I look forward to having my own back-
yard flock in the very near future and to 
applying the lessons I’ve learned in Poul-
try Management to my own birds. I am 
saying goodbye to Poultry with endless 
gratitude and appreciation for Dr. Helene 
Cousin and my co-TA turned best friend, 
Michelle Milanov.

To keep up with the ongoings of the 
class, like UMass Poultry Management 
on Facebook! 
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OH GNATS!
By Gina Stack

Photo attribution: D.Sikes (CC BY-SA2.0)

I yelled, startling our out of town guests while 
showing them our chickens on a warm, sunny 
day at the end of May in southwest Wisconsin. 
The chickens were doing the characteris-
tic jerking of their heads and twitching as if 
someone was poking them all over with sharp 
needles. The gnats were starting their attack 
like speedy, tiny dive-bombing missiles. I felt 
like announcing, “Incoming!” and running for 
some unseen shelter.

“THOSE GNATS ARE BACK!”
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from the wrong tree, they became vicious 
and changed to the merciless killers that 
they are. You must be prepared for these 
miniature enemies if you love your layer 
hens!

These flies are in the Simuliidae family 
of blood-sucking flies. There are about 30 
species in Wisconsin. They are aquatic 
insects that prefer fast-running, clean 
water. The females lay hundreds of eggs 
near or in the water. The larvae hatch and 
feed on bacteria, then grow into pupae. 
When the adult black fly comes out of its 
cocoon, it crawls to the surface or floats 

Big LouiseI tried to swallow down my panic, but 
my face probably looked as if I was going 
to get hit by a fastball coming in at 100 
mph. My mind flew to all the protective 
tasks that needed to happen to protect my 
hens, but since it was the day before our 
son’s wedding, I knew I could do nothing 
except tell our neighbors tips to do, since 
they were taking care of the girls while 
we were gone for the weekend. Well, I 
thought, since I had just now noticed the 
gnats, maybe they won’t be too bad for 
a couple days. I had these gnats over the 
years and although annoying, irritating, 
and requiring a lot of extra care, we had 
gotten through, but I was still nervous.

I had three flocks of 20 chickens that 
we moved around in chicken tractors to 
protect from varmints. They are opened 
on nice days to let the sunshine in and 
the breeze through and closed up at 
night. This had worked for 12 years. 
Two pens had a mix of old and new hens.  
Nine-year-old Jan, talkative Thelma, big 
Louise, and a blend of others. One small 
pen had my favorite little Polish girls that 
look like they came out of a Dr. Seuss 
book. Most of them had names to go with 
their personalities like Goldie Hawn, Mrs. 
Gray, Mrs. Wiggins, and Gladys.  

We were leaving that afternoon, so I 
warned our neighbors about the gnats and 
told them to stick a few dryer sheets into 
the chicken wire, as I had heard that helps 
(I guess it doesn’t), and off we went to 
enjoy the wedding. All seemed well and 
under control, or so I thought.

So, these gnats … they are not just 
regular, annoying, everyday summer 
gnats. These are ferocious, blood sucking, 
chicken killing, mini predator machines! 
I had no clue that the gnat population 
had exploded beyond my control this 
particular year.

Another name for them is the buffalo 
gnat, because of its hump backed ap-
pearance. They are also known as simply 
“black flies.” This seems too mild of a 
name. Maybe when Adam named them in 
the Garden of Eden, they were then just 
plain black flies. But when he and Eve ate 

The larvae hatch and feed on bacteria, then 
grow into pupae. When the adult black fly 

comes out of its cocoon, it crawls to the sur-
face or floats up in a bubble of air, the bub-

ble pops, and out flies the tiny terrorist.

The males swarm the head, attracted 
to the carbon dioxide we and animals 

breathe out. Then the females exe-
cute their sneak assault on humans, 
chickens, cows, pigs, sheep, goats, 

dogs, and even deer.

up in a bubble of air, the bubble pops, and 
out flies the tiny terrorist. They are only 
1/16th to 1/8th inch in size, so very small! 
They are usually where there are rapids in 
rivers or waterfalls, but adults will fly in 
search of blood 10 miles or more. There 
isn’t any water like that near us, so they 
zoomed over to our place.  

Both males and females feed on nectar, 
but the males do not bite. A blood meal 
is required for the females to produce 
eggs. With very small serrated mouthparts 
that act like scissors, they cut the skin 
and devour the blood. An anticoagulant 
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is then injected, which after several bites makes animals go 
into shock when swarmed. This is called simuliotoxicosis, or 
acute toxemia and anaphylactic shock. Also, they will block 
the chickens’ respiratory tracts or they pile up on each other, 
causing them to smother.

How they attack is the males swarm the head, attracted to the 
carbon dioxide we and animals breathe out. Then the females 
execute their sneak assault on humans, chickens, cows, pigs, 
sheep, goats, dogs, and even deer. Also, songbirds and their 
nestlings! When they are abundant and swarm, they can kill 
any of the animals listed but especially chickens. They are most 
active at dawn and before sunset.

So, what can you do to prepare yourself if your area gets 
bombarded? To start, the gnats live for only about five weeks, 
from the end of May to mid-July in my area. They rarely come 
indoors and don’t like enclosures or moving air. 

Here is a list of deterrents I compiled. I have not used them 
all, so please follow label directions and dilutions. You can use 
vanilla-soaked rags, fly strips by the windows that have very 
fine screening, and running fans in an enclosure. I like the fly 
strips because you can see results. I am going to do something 
like this combination. Also, citronella or geraniol oil spray, 
permethrin, Absorbine, diluted rubbing alcohol spray, VapoRub 
on towels, or ACV with dish soap. Things that don’t work are 
Deet, Sevin dust, dryer sheets, and garlic. 

You can try mosquito traps or bug zappers that make a very 
satisfying sound when zapping. There are products that convert 
propane into carbon dioxide then draw the flies into a vacuum.

At the wedding, our poor neighbors started calling my hus-
band during dinner when they found my chickens dead and 
dying. I had to keep a happy face and managed to get through 
all the festivities. Driving to the hotel, I sobbed, thinking all 20 
chickens were dead. Thelma, Jan, Gladys, Mrs. Wiggins, my 
poor girls, my pets, all dead.  

The next morning, we heard five were still alive and in the 
garage. We bolted in to see who made it! There was old Jan, 
loud Thelma and big Louise, an Easter Egger I eventually called 
Favor, and a quiet black chicken who became known as Mercy 
because of God’s favor and mercy on them.

  The remaining 15 stricken hens lay lifeless in big, black 
garbage bags. I cried as I stood there, vowing vengeance on 
those gnats. 

Jan, who was nine years old during the attack. Here she is, 10!

Talkative Thelma, another favorite that survived. She is talking in this 
picture.

Manna Pro® Poultry Protector™ helps 
control pests that may harm your chickens.
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HOMEMADE PRODUCTS FOR YOUR 
CHICKEN MEDICINE CABINET

By Amy Fewell

With so many new chicken 
keepers each and every year 
(but especially this year), one 

of the things most chicken keepers forget 
to have on hand is a chicken medicine kit! 
You don't have to run to the farm store 
for anything, really. If you want, you 
can make some basic medicinal chicken 
products right in your own home. 

As an herbalist, one of my favorite 
things has been to transfer my herbal 
knowledge to my chicken-keeping 
lifestyle. Three of the things I make 
for my chicken medicine cabinet are 
homemade natural antibacterial ointment, 
a natural would spray, and an antibacterial 
and antiviral tincture. These are things 
that will last in your herbal chicken 
medicine cabinet for quite a while, and 
your chickens will thank you for the 
natural remedies!

Other Things for Your Chicken  
Medicine Cabinet

Before we dive into my three favorite 
homemade products, there are some 
things you should really keep on hand that 
you can’t necessarily make at home. Buy 
these in advance before you need them, 
just in case an emergency may arise. 

• syringes
• vet wrap and bandages
• scalpel
• suture kit
• wipes (for those moments when you 

need a quick clean)
• essential oils (my favorites are thyme, 

oregano, peppermint, and eucalyptus)

Whenever you use essential oils with 
chickens, just make sure you are diluting 
them with a carrier oil before placing on 

your chicken’s skin. Chickens only need 
about one drop (per oil) of essential oil 
for a single use. They are great for wound 
care and respiratory issues.

Homemade Chicken Medicine  
Cabinet Products

With just a few ingredients, and a little 
time, you can have some of the healthiest, 
all-natural medicinal chicken products for 
your chickens. If you’re a homesteader, 
you may even already have some of these 
items on hand!

Antibacterial Ointment for Chick-
ens

The herbs in this ointment (and the 
ointment itself) all have antibacterial 
properties and are incredible at healing 
a chicken’s body naturally. You can 
even use this on yourself! Use this salve 
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just as you would any over-the-counter 
antibiotic ointment or salve. It works 
fabulously on wounds, cuts, and other 
general chicken health issues. You can 
also use it in cases of prolapse, to help 
put the prolapse back in.

• 3 oz calendula-infused oil
• .5 oz beeswax
• 10 drops tea tree essential oil
• 10 drops oregano essential oil
• 10 drops vitamin E oil
• 1 tbsp manuka honey

Method:
1. In a double boiler, melt together the 

calendula-infused oil and beeswax. If you 
don’t know how to make an infused oil, 
simply infuse the dried herb into the oil 
by placing the herbs and oil in a mason 
jar. Place in a pre-heated 300-degree-F 
oven (which has reached temperature 
and then been turned off) for an hour. 
Then strain out the herb. Now, you have 
an infused oil!

2. Turn heat off and add essential oils, 
vitamin E oil, and raw honey.

3. Quickly pour your salve into tins 
or a jar. Allow to cool completely, then 
cap, label, and store for up to one year. 
You can whip the ointment with a whisk 
or immersion blender if you’d like, but 
it’s not a hard salve so it works well 
either way.

This ointment will keep for up to one 
year in your medicine cabinet if not left 
in direct sunlight or heat.

Wound Spray for Chickens
I just recently started making this recipe 

for my chickens, and it seems to work 
very well. Use this for common scrapes 
and even open wounds. You can also use 
this after cleaning out bumblefoot, etc. In 
a bind, you can even use this as a natural 
hand-sanitizer for yourself!

• aloe gel
• rubbing alcohol (or 80-proof vodka)
• 15 drops lavender essential oil
• 15 drops oregano essential oil
• 4-ounce glass spray bottle

Method:
1. Take your glass spray bottle and add 

your lavender and oregano essential oils. 
2. Next, fill up your bottle halfway with 

alcohol, and the remaining half with the 
aloe gel. 

3. Shake your bottle until everything is 
combined. Give the bottle a good shake 
before using on your chickens. 

This spray will keep up to one year 
in your medicine cabinet, out of direct 
light or heat.

Antibacterial and Antiviral  
Tincture

One of the most common ailments for 
chickens are bacterial and viral issues. I 
like to use this tincture in my waterers 
during bird migrations with avian flu and 
when other respiratory issues are more 
prevalent. It’s also a necessary tincture 
for internal bacterial issues. It’s great as 
a preventative and as a treatment.

* Tip: mash all of the herbs together 
before trying to cover with vodka. This 
will ensure that all of the herbs are easily 
covered with the liquid.

• 1 oz echinacea (root or leaves, dried)
• .5 oz wormwood, dried
• .5 oz thyme, dried
• .5 oz chicory, dried
• 2 smashed garlic cloves
• 10 oz 80-proof vodka

Method:
1. Add all herbs to a glass mason jar 

and cover with 10 oz of vodka.
2. Cap tightly and set in a dark, 

temperature-controlled space (like a 
pantry or cupboard) for four weeks. 
Shake tincture each day.

3. After four weeks, strain tincture into 
a glass eye dropper bottle. Label and store 
in medicine cabinet or cupboard.

 
As a preventative or treatment for an 

entire flock or individual bird, administer 
by placing one eye-dropperful into a 
gallon waterer, or administer two drops 
orally. As a treatment, administer twice 
a day until symptoms subside.

A medicine cabinet or kit for your 
chickens doesn’t have to be complicated. 
Use these tips — and these recipes — to 
help empower you as a natural chicken 
keeper. And so that you’re ready when 
anything may arise! 

Whenever you use essential oils with chickens, just make 
sure you are diluting them with a carrier oil before plac-
ing on your chicken’s skin. Chickens only need about one 
drop (per oil) of essential oil for a single use.
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How to Pasteurize Eggs at Home

If you’ve ever wondered how to 
pasteurize eggs at home, look no 
further! There’s more than one way 

to go about it, but there’s a kitchen tool 
that’ll make your life easier and take the 
guesswork out of the process. In this article, 
I’ll explain what pasteurizing is, why we do 
it, and how to do it.

The French Connection
In the 1800s, a Frenchman by the 

name of Louis Pasteur made significant 
discoveries in the world of vaccines. Besides 
discovering modified-live vaccines, Pasteur 
also fathered the theory of pasteurizing.

What Is Pasteurizing
Pasteurizing is a process of thermally 

treating foods to kill pathogens and spoilage 
bacteria. Unlike cooking, pasteurizing heats 
food enough to kill or deactivate these 
bacteria without significantly changing the 
quality of the product.

The Disclaimer
The USDA and FDA always recommend 

that you fully cook your eggs, and so do 

By Jeremy Chartier

A side-by-side comparison; a fresh egg to the left, a fresh pasteurized egg to the right. There was virtually no notable difference between the two.

I. The following information is for your 
information, but be aware that even the 
FDA says that pasteurizing eggs is not 
100% effective. Additionally, the system 
in the photos is the system I’ve bought for 
myself and is not a sponsor of this article.

Why We Pasteurize Eggs
There are two main reasons people want 

to know how to pasteurize eggs at home. 
Firstly, if you’re feeding children, elderly, or 
chronically ill individuals, pasteurization is 
a good safeguard against food-borne illness. 
Secondly, if you’re making food with raw 
egg, such as mayonnaise, Caesar dressing, 
or edible cookie dough, then pasteurizing 
your eggs is wise. If pasteurizing at home 
sounds like too much work, you can always 
buy eggs already pasteurized.

Where to Buy Pasteurized Eggs
Pasteurizing eggs in the shell isn’t a 

universal practice in America. Still, you 
can find pasteurized eggs in many grocery 
stores. Look for packaging that indicates 
their eggs as pasteurized in your grocer’s 
refrigerated case. 

Pasteurized Egg Products
Egg products (not whole eggs) in 

America such as packaged egg whites are 
pasteurized per the Egg Products Inspection 
Act (EPIA) of 1970 with rare exceptions. 
If you’re buying egg products directly 
from a farm or packaging plant, be sure to 
ask if they pasteurize their egg products. 
Purchasing directly from these sellers may 
fall under these rare exceptions.

How to Pasteurize Eggs at Home
Pasteurizing eggs at home is simple, and 

all you need is a water bath. This water bath 
can be a pot on your stove, but holding an 
exact temperature can be challenging. To 
make this easier, I highly suggest a Sous 
Vide machine to regulate the water bath 
temperature.

What Is Sous Vide?
Sous vide is a French term meaning 

“under vacuum.” It’s a method of cooking 
that most notably includes a water bath, 
food in vacuum bags, and a circulator pump 
with a heater element. 

To pasteurize eggs in sous vide, we’ll be 
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skipping the vacuum bags and placing the 
eggs directly into the bath. Alternatively, 
you can use something such as an egg 
basket to contain them in the water bath. A 
sous vide system makes pasteurizing eggs 
simple, and if you plan on pasteurizing eggs 
often, it is a must-have tool.

Temp and Time
Once you have a sous vide system set 

up, there are two things you need to know; 
how hot and for how long. At 130 degrees 
F, spoilage bacteria and pathogens die 
or deactivate in the egg; however, at 140 
degrees F, your eggs will start cooking. 
The FDA says eggs should be held at a 
minimum of 130 degrees F for 45 minutes 
to achieve 99.9% pasteurization.

Cooking experts and sous vide machine 
manufacturers advocate for temperatures of 
135 degrees F, which is above the minimum 
temperature to pasteurize but still below 
the 140 degrees F cook point, giving users 
a buffer to work within. Most instructions 
found around the internet stretch the time 
out to one or two hours, of which the latter 
seems a bit overkill.

Pasteurize Eggs Sous Vide
Set your sous vide circulator into your 

water container, be it in a stockpot or a 
food-grade tub. Add water until you at least 
reach the minimum depth indicated on your 
circulator. Set your sous vide machine to the 
desired temperature and wait for the bath to 
reach that set point. Once there, gently set 
your eggs into the bath and set a timer for 
your desired time.

Eggs on the Move
Eggs will move with the current made 

by the circulator and may crack while 
migrating around the container. Pull out 
any cracked eggs before they gunk up 
your circulator and dispose of them. If you 
have a lot of eggs cracking in the bath, try 
using a small egg basket to corral them, 
or consider feeding your flock calcium 
supplements for chickens. If eggs float, 
they may not be inedible, but they will 
prove challenging. Read my article on how 
to tell if eggs are bad (June/July 2020) for 
more details on why they float.

Time to Chill
Once the timer is up, pull your eggs 

and set them in an ice bath to cool for at 
least 10 minutes, dry them and transfer to 
the refrigerator. Remember to mark your 

pasteurized eggs, so you know which 
eggs you pasteurized.

How to Pasteurize Egg Whites
If you prefer to use pasteurized egg 

whites, there are two ways you can go 
about this. One is; pasteurize your shell 
eggs, then separate them and use the whites 
immediately. However, if you want to use 
pasteurized whites later, you can separate 
your whites and bag them in a vacuum 
bag. This bag of whites can then be set in 
the water bath, pasteurized, and then stored 
until needed.

Cooking Eggs Sous Vide
Pasteurizing eggs is not the only thing 

you can use your sous vide system for when 
working with eggs. You can cook eggs to 
any number of specified doneness levels, 
including poached, soft-cooked, and hard-
boiled. Since I hadn’t tried it myself yet, I 
did set four eggs in a bath of 194 degrees 
F for eight minutes, then chilled them in an 
ice bath for 10 minutes. I got hard-boiled 
eggs that were cooked perfectly and tasted 
great. Sadly, I forgot that I was using fresh 
eggs from my coop, so peeling them was a 
disaster as usual. 

A sous vide system makes pasteurizing eggs 
at home as easy as point-and-click.
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CLOSED-LOOP 
FARMING

By Patrice Lewis

The nationwide lockdowns in 
response to the pandemic — and 
the resulting interruptions in the 

supply chain — have highlighted the 
vulnerability of our food sources for 
many Americans. As a result, interest 
in homesteading has never been higher.

Within this homesteading movement, a 
phenomenon called closed-loop farming 
is gaining popularity. In a nutshell, 
this is small-scale farming that doesn’t 
utilize outside resources or produce any 
waste (it’s sometimes called “zero-waste 
farming”). In theory, the farmer never 
has to leave home. He or she can grow, 
raise, and produce everything needed 
for a comfortable lifestyle, and every 
component is recycled continuously. 
Summed up, nothing comes in and 
nothing goes out.

Historically, closed-loop farming 
used to be common. If you recall your 
Laura Ingalls Wilder books (specifically 
Farmer Boy) based in the 1860s, readers 
learn how the Wilder family raised all 
their own grain, dairy, vegetables, fruits, 
eggs, and meat. They harvested trees 
for firewood, sheared sheep for wool, 
spun their own cloth, used horsepower 
for heavy work, and made their own 
infrastructure components such as boards, 
rail fences, and wooden shingles. Just 
about the only “boughten” things were tin 
cookware, shoes, salt, and sugar.

Most modern homesteaders have no 
desire to emulate the nonstop work 

practiced in a suburban backyard. Or 
can it? Some urban homesteads have 
small city lots deeply dedicated to food 
production complete with miniature 
goats, bees, chickens, aquaponics, and 
of course intensive gardening. Never 
say never.

The Industrious Chicken
In closed-loop farming, each component 

should have multiple functions. One of 
the reasons chickens are such an integral 
part of this process is they have so many 
uses beyond eggs and meat.

In nature, closed-loop cycles happen 
all the time. The key component is 
decomposition, something homesteaders 
can use to their advantage. Decomposition 
— as in, compost — feeds the soil and 
attracts biota (insects, worms, crickets, 
slugs, etc.) which the chickens eat. In this 
“chicken-powered compost,” chickens 
speed the process of composting, and 
compost helps feed the chickens. Win-
win.

If chickens have access to enough 
compost, you can eliminate most or 
all store-bought feed and close that 
portion of the loop. Remember, store-
bought chicken feed is a relatively new 
phenomenon. It the past, chickens were 
allowed to roam and scratch for their 
food, and their most productive sources of 
biota were midden piles which included 
kitchen scraps, livestock waste, garden 
waste, and any other organic material. 

associated with this lifestyle, yet the 
interest in independence and self-
sufficiency are gaining steam among 
those disenchanted with modern 
interdependency.

Poultry enthusiasts may be pleased to 
learn they are among the forefront of this 
movement. Chickens and other fowl are 
an integral part of closed-loop farming.

Output vs Input
One of the first steps toward closed-

loop farming is to move as close to a 
zero-waste lifestyle as possible, both 
in the home and on the farm. Start by 
phasing out disposable products (paper 
towels, paper plates, facial tissue, etc.) 
and replacing them with reusable and 
washable alternatives. This will cut your 
garbage output by a tremendous amount. 
Sometimes reusable/washable versions 
cost a bit more in the beginning, but 
after that initial outlay, you will save a 
tremendous amount of money.

 Next, take a look at what foods you 
buy. This includes people food (from the 
grocery store) and animal food (grain for 
chickens, hay for livestock). To achieve 
a closed-loop farm, it’s necessary to start 
weaning off store-bought anything, and 
instead think in terms of how the item can 
be made, grown, raised, or produced in-
house. This includes honey, meat, milk, 
eggs, produce, and even wheat.

Closed-loop farming is just that — 
farming — and therefore cannot be 
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(Obligatory warning: Avoid putting meat 
scraps, citrus, fats, dairy, or human, dog, 
or cat feces into a compost pile.)

Finished compost, of course, can be 
heaped on garden spaces to increase 
productivity. And here’s where another 
portion of the closed loop takes place. 
Some items (such as corn or wheat) can 
be fed to the chickens, and the waste 
materials (cornstalks, wheat straw) 
added to the compost pile; but most of 
the benefits from compost come in the 
ancillary biota which feed the chickens. 
The completed compost is fed to the 
garden, and the cycle continues.

To this end, chickens that do best in 
closed-loop homesteading are hardy 
breeds which are used to working 
for a living such as Buff Orpingtons, 
Wyandottes, Australorps, Rhode Island 
Reds, etc. These traditional farm breeds 
may not be the best meat birds or the 
best egg layers, but they are good dual-
purpose breeds that will thrive on their 
own efforts.

Additionally, think in term of breeds 
which are prone to broodiness. Chickens 
that can hatch their own chicks are 
a valuable part of any closed-loop 
homesteading endeavor. For example, 
Jersey Giant hens often go broody, and 
the roosters are large enough to make 
excellent table birds.

Other Components
Ideally, closed-loop homesteading 

includes other livestock. The most useful 
animals are goats or cattle for milk, meat, 
and manure. Rabbits are easy to raise in 
small spaces and provide meat, fur, and 
manure. Horse droppings make excellent 
compost. Animal waste can be composted 
along with garden waste for a rich feast 
for the chickens.

Water can be recycled as well — 
rainwater can be captured, gray water 
can be used on gardens. Think in terms of 
channeling water into ponds or marshes. 
Into this equation, honeybees can provide 
pollination and honey.

In an idealized closed-loop homestead, 
outside components such as commercial 
fertilizers and pesticides are not needed. 
Pest control is achieved by using natural 
methods (ducks eat beetles, snail, and 
mosquito larvae; goats consume weeds 
from pastures and woodlots; crushed 
eggshells deter slugs). Fertilizer is 

In nature, closed-loop cycles happen all the 
time. The key component is decomposition. 
Compost feeds the soil and attracts biota 
which the chickens eat.

GQF MANUFACTURING CO.
PO BOX 1552   

SAVANNAH, GA   31402  USA 

visit GQFmfg.com

Incubators, Brooders, Cages & Supplies

Quality, Utility, and Performance at a Reasonable Price

supplied by compost. Again, all these 
components are in-house and sustainable.

It’s a Journey
Closed-loop farming is not something 

that can be accomplished in a month. 
It’s possible to achieve it within a year, 
with full-time dedication to the project. 
But even on a part-time basis, it’s a 
worthwhile goal, particularly during 
times when the need to bring food sources 

closer to home is more pressing.
Ultimately a homesteading balance 

is achieved where all food is grown/
raised/produced on site (no trips to the 
grocery store) and all waste is composted/
recycled. Chickens are an integral part 
of this loop.

If a fully closed-loop is outside your 
ability at the moment, don’t fret. Just dive 
in wherever you can. Every bit helps — 
including chicken bits. 
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The British Hen Welfare Trust, who 
re-home commercial caged hens, 
have placed 199 hens at Guys 

Marsh Prison in Dorset, UK. It’s part of 
a rehabilitation program for the prisoners, 
called “Project Jail Bird.” Results have 
already been encouraging. Prison Officer 
Wayne Walters who’s helping coordinate 
the project says, “A dozen prisoners are 
assigned to looking after the hens on a 
daily basis and most have benefited from 
caring for the birds, with prison officers 
seeing marked improvements in prisoner 
behavior and moods.” 

The hens have taken to their new 
surroundings with great enthusiasm. 
Their large enclosure is a far cry from 
the small cages they were trapped in as 
commercial layers. It’s part polytunnel 
and part mesh netting, offering them 
plenty of space to run around, explore, 
and forage. It offers good ventilation 
while providing shelter from the rain 
and wind.

Project Jail Bird was introduced at 
the prison after Deputy Governor Steve 

Robertson suggested the idea as a 
therapeutic activity for the prisoners. He’d 
kept chickens himself and understood 
the emotional benefits it could bring. 
Did other staff think the inmates would 
benefit? He asked colleagues and quickly 
found like-minded folk among the staff, 
who thought it was a great idea. 

Caring for animals can be very 
therapeutic ,  improving people’s 
emotional wellbeing, and giving them 
a positive focus during difficult times. 
In a tough prison environment, Steve 
felt chickens could support prisoner 
rehabilitation and improve their mental 
health. A sense of normality can be hard 
to find in a prison environment, but 
caring for hens helps prisoners to relax, 
feel normal, and let go of their anxieties. 

In his 14 years working as a Prison 
Officer, Wayne Walters had dealt with 
some tough and dangerous men. He felt 
inspired by Steve’s suggestion to try 
something different. He thought Project 
Jail Bird would help the inmates cope 
with life inside the prison walls, as well 

as provide rehabilitation for their eventual 
release. 

W a y n e  p e r s u a d e d  t h e  p r i s o n 
management that the idea had merit and 
would benefit the prisoners. Governor, 
James Lucas, gave him permission 
to create a hen enclosure inside some 
derelict polytunnels. Wayne took 
up the role of Livestock and Project 
Management Instructional Officer, 
and with the support of colleagues, he 
contacted the British Hen Welfare Trust 
to rehome some hens. 

Prisoner J was the first to volunteer 
to help with the project. Keen to get the 
enclosure ready for the new arrivals, 
he worked with Wayne to transform a 
derelict bit of land into a hen paradise. 
The men had no carpentry skills, but 
over two-months, they turned an unused 
area of the prison into a hen enclosure, 
complete with hand-made flower boxes, 
created by prisoners.

The first delivery of 49 hens was a 
time of great excitement and anticipation. 
The hens were all scruffy, featherless, 

HENS IN PRISON
and Loving It!

By Susie Kearley
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and scared. But they settled into their 
new surroundings quickly, the feathers 
grew back, and they surprised everyone 
by laying lots of eggs, despite allegedly 
being “spent!” 

“Spent” is a term to describe hens 
who are no longer laying enough eggs to 
be commercially viable. They kept the 
prison supplied with over 100 eggs every 
day. Eggs were sold to prison officers, 
with proceeds going towards the upkeep 
of the hens, and some eggs were given to 
prisoners too.

Project Jail Bird was such a success that 
the prison adopted a further 150 hens, 
saving them from slaughter at the end of 
their commercial lives. The hens were 
taken from their cages in the morning 
and put behind bars in the afternoon. Not 
a single bird complained! 

In fact, there was much chicken chatter 
as they explored their heavenly new 
environment. Security couldn’t have been 
better — there was no risk of foxes getting 
over the prison walls! However, the hens 
are shut away at night, as a precautionary 
measure, because sometimes rats do 
get into the prison grounds. Staff and 
prisoners alike continue to enjoy the eggs.

Jane Howorth, Founder of the British 
Hen Welfare Trust accompanied the 
hens to their new home. She said, “What 
really struck me was the effort that both 
Wayne and Prisoner J had put into Project 
Jail Bird. They have created a fantastic 
facility for hens out of wasted space, and 
in so doing given the prisoners at Guys 
Marsh the opportunity to learn new skills, 
and of course, given the hens a wonderful 
second chance in life.”

The skills learned by the prisoners, and 
the benefits of working with the hens, 
have surpassed everyone’s expectations. 
Wayne says, “Those working with the 
hens are there for much of the day tending 
to the hens’ every need. The impact has 
been incredibly positive.” 

One of the prisoners had been segregated 
from the others because he was struggling 
to cope with prison life. He attacked other 
inmates, causing injuries, and grievous 
bodily harm. Prison Officer Wayne felt 
that looking after a hen would help this 
man, so after discussions, he was given 
a limping hen to care for inside his cell. 
The prisoner took to the hen immediately, 
and the two became great companions. 
Their friendship enabled the prisoner to 

control his temper, which in turn meant 
he was able to return to the regular wing 
with the other inmates.

Jane Howorth was delighted to hear 
positive feedback from the prison. She 
said, “The hens are not just enjoying their 
new free-range lifestyle, they’re actually 
helping the men to better cope with prison 
and giving them a fresh perspective on 
life too. This project offers a win-win 
situation, and clearly illustrates that it’s 
not just a case of people helping to save 
the lives of hens, but that hens can help 
people too.”

Sometimes hens that have had a hard 
life appeal to prisoners, because they can 
empathize with the bird’s circumstances 
— many prisoners have had hard lives 
too. Animals provide non-judgmental 
companionship and they don’t care what 
you’ve done in the past or why. They treat 
you like anyone else, and if you’re good 
to them, they’ll respond in kind. This 

Caring for animals can be very therapeutic, 
improving people’s emotional wellbeing, and 
giving them a positive focus during difficult 
times. A sense of normality can be hard to 

find in a tough prison environment, but caring 
for hens helps prisoners to relax, feel normal, 

and let go of their anxieties.

makes them easier to connect with than 
humans, who can often be judgmental and 
difficult, or who might have emotional 
and behavioral problems of their own. 
Hens can be great companions, who lift 
your spirits and improve your mood, 
regardless of your circumstances.

The British Hen Welfare Trust finds 
homes for more than 60,000 hens every 
year, supported by more than 900 
volunteers around the UK. 
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Little Black Hen
By Chelsee Parsons, The Litle Black Hen

Hi, I’m Chels, and I LUVS chickens! I really enjoy 
making my birds’ custom chicken coops. This is a coop 
that I made for my birds out of my old kitchen island. 

I’ve always loved animals and I became obsessed with poultry 
when I moved from Missouri to Arizona. I was 18 and I began 
to wonder what my purpose in life was. I’ve always been a huge 
animal lover, enjoying their presence, and I enjoyed learning 
about them and how they liked to live. 

I got married at 19 and a year later I became pregnant with my 
first child. I became a stay-at-home mom and during this time, 
I discovered chickens. I’m not sure what started my curiosity 
of chickens, but I started to research about them. A LOT. Like 

A Coop Made from an Old Kitchen Island

became obsessed! I had to know more, learn more, every day. 
A few years later I had my second baby. I think I was suffering 
from postpartum depression. But, also during this same time, 
we discovered my firstborn had autism. 

My husband could tell I really needed something to bring life 
back into my eyes. He gave me the go ahead to get my first 
chicks. I can’t even describe to you how excited I was, I had 
waited almost four years! The chicks made it home, 12 sweet 
but bossy Silver Laced Wyandottes! My heart skipped with joy 
at hearing those sweet little chirps. My husband built my first 
coop — the big château.

I loved my first chicks so much, but you guys know 
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what’s coming next. Mhm, chicken 
math! Because chickens are addictin’! I 
decided my next babies should be Ayam 
Cemanis. I am the Little Black Hen; I 
needed all-black birds. Then came the 
Bantams: Silkies and Mottled Cochins. 
I thought they would be perfect for my 
sweet daughters to be around. Boy, 
was I right! My second daughter, Shay, 
absolutely adored them. Kins really liked 
them but wasn’t sure. I think they were 
a little overwhelming for her. She would 
attempt to hold them but could only last 
a few seconds. 

My husband and I were renovating our 
kitchen and I looked at what was left of 
our island and said, “I can make a chicken 
coop out of that.” We had stripped it 
down to just its core, which consisted 
of its inner frame and some plywood 
shelves. Great! All I have to do is put 
walls on it and a roof! Easy peasy, right? 

Well, as I went on with building, I got 
more and more ideas for the new Mini 
Coop: a nesting box that was attached 
on the outside, windows, and I wanted to 
use some old barn wood as siding! I had 
to be resourceful and used what I had on 
my property. The last idea that popped in 
my head was my heart doors. I thought, 
can I make doors that are cute, different, 
but still functional? I had a plan. I first 
drew the hearts, then drilled a few holes 
that connected. I then followed the line 
with my jigsaw. They turned out so cute! 
And yes, I am tooting my own horn! The 
only money I spent on this coop was for 
hardware, and a small patch of roofing. 
This little coop only cost me 45 dollars! 

 I like how almost every piece of it 
has a story. The inner frame and trim 
pieces were part of the old kitchen island. 
The barn wood used to be part of an 
old Arizona barn. Most of the roofing 
and siding was left over from when my 
husband built my big coop. The windows 
were leftover glass pieces from when 
I built a fish tank. All these stories put 
together make my little Mini Coop. 

Since finishing my Mini Coop 
I’ve added Birchen Marans and true 
Ameraucanas. Plus, I’m working on a 
few fibromelanistic hybrids that I’m 
super excited about. I’ve separated out a 
few of my different breeds with low-cost 
coops, that I built from free pallets. And 
just recently, I built my Silkies the cutest 
little blue coop that has more of my heart 
doors. I’m constantly expanding, much 

to my husband’s despair, but oh how my 
heart is filled with joy and my mind is 
continuing to grow in the knowledge I 
get from building more coops and seeing 
how my birds react to them.

 My two daughters help me every 
morning with the chicken and dog chores, 

feeding and watering. They are such great 
helpers. It’s a great learning experience for 
them too. I’m also happy to say that Kins, 
my sweet autistic daughter, can now hold a 
chick without being overwhelmed. 

I am one blessed (chicken and human) 
Mama. 

The original kitchen island.
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Connect with
Chelsee Parsons
www.instagram.com/

thelittleblackhen

The island was covered in tongue and grove, but we had to strip it to 
get the structure out of the house. This was what I was left with.

I added plywood to the sides so I could add my barn wood and I 
could have freedom with the pattern that I wanted.
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My young Ayam Cemani loved this coop. They are no longer living in 
it, my Bantam Cochins are.

My two sweet little broody mamas co-parenting five little babies. This 
coop is a perfect brooder for them.
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Silver pullet. Photo credit: Scratchcradle/Wikimedia Commons CC BY-SA*

BREED 
PROFILE

By Tamsin Cooper

AMERAUCANA
A Fancy Breed That Lays Beautiful Blue Eggs

Breed: Ameraucana chickens are 
bearded, muffed, and tailed blue-egg 
layers developed to a standard in the U.S. 
from Easter Egger chickens.

Origin: The gene for blue-shelled 
eggs evolved among landrace chickens 
in Chile belonging to the indigenous 
Mapuche people. These chickens may 
have preceded the arrival of Spanish 
colonists in the 1500s, although DNA 
evidence so far is not clear. Other 
characteristics have been perfected from 
various other breeds, standardized in the 
United States in the 1970s.

History: In 1927, a young New Yorker 
Ward Brower, Jr. was intrigued by a 
painting of Chilean chickens published 
in National Geographic magazine. He 
noticed they laid blue eggs. With his 
love of the diversity of nature and a plan 
for a unique brand, he determined to 
import some birds from Chile. However, 
the original Mapuche chickens were 
fiendishly hard to track down. Local 

farmers had interbred them with a wide 
variety of breeds. As the blue shell 
coloring results from a dominant gene, 
crossbreeds were able to lay colored eggs. 
Brower’s contact in Santiago, Juan Sierra, 
eventually found a rooster and two hens 
carrying the desired traits to ship to him. 
Sierra warned that, “The three birds are 
all different in color, as it is impossible 
to secure birds alike, as no one in the 
country breeds them pure.”

The birds arrived in poor condition 
in the fall of 1930. They bore ear tufts 
and one was rumpless, like those in the 
painting. However, there were obvious 
traits from other known breeds, such 
as Dominique, Rhode Island Red, and 
Barred Plymouth Rock. In spring, one 
hen laid pale brown eggs before she 
and the rooster died. Only one of these 
hatched under another broody. This male 
chick went on to breed with the other 
hen, who laid cream eggs. These formed 
the basis of Brower’s breeding stock. 
For the first year, the flocks’ eggs were 
white or brown. However, eventually 

Brower noticed a faint blue tint to one 
of the shells. He bred selectively over 
many years to intensify the blue of his 
lines’ eggshells. He hoped to retain the 
ear tufts and rumpless traits as well, but 
most offspring did not bear them. One of 
his lines was purely descended from the 
imported birds. Another had one eighth 
influence from a mixture of other breeds, 
including Red Cuban Game, Silver 
Duckwing Game, Brahma, Rhode Island 
Red, Barred Plymouth Rock, Cornish, 
Silver Spangled Hamburg, Ancona, and 
White and Brown Leghorn. He found 
more colored-egg layers in the latter 
line. So, they became the basis of what 
he called “Easter egg chickens.”

Easter Eggers were often referred to 
as Araucanas, as the first exports from 
Chile had been called. Many breeders 
raised these birds with a wide range 
of characteristics. When presenting 
the Araucana chicken to the American 
Poultry Association (APA), various 
breeders proposed several different 
standards. In 1976, the APA chose 
characteristics that John Robinson had 
described in the U.S. publication, the 
Reliable Poultry Journal, in 1923, which 
were tufted and rumpless. This decision 
dismayed those breeders who had worked 
hard on developing other strains.

Meanwhile, Mike Gilbert in Iowa 
had bought Bantam Easter Eggers from 
a Missouri hatchery. From them, he 
developed a line of Wheaten bearded, 
muffed, and tailed blue-egg-laying 
Bantams he called the American 
Araucana. He carefully blended Easter 
Eggers with other breeds to bring in the 
genes for color and other desired traits. 
Poultry Press published a photograph 
of one of his birds in 1977. This photo 
inspired Don Cable in California who had 
also been aiming to stabilize such traits. 
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The two got together with other breeders 
to form a new club. They focused 
on developing several varieties to a 
democratically agreed standard. In 1979, 
the club agreed on the name Ameraucana. 
In this way, the Ameraucana Bantam 
Club (ABC) was born (which later 
became the Ameraucana Breeders Club 
and the Ameraucana Alliance). 

The ABC perfected the Wheaten and 
White varieties and proposed standards 
to the American Bantam Association 
(ABA), who accepted them in 1980. 
Meanwhile, ABC committee members 
were working to perfect other varieties 
and present their proposal to the APA. 
In 1984, the APA accepted all eight 
varieties into both Bantam and large fowl 
classes. Subsequently, breeders began to 
work seriously on developing the large 
fowl. They skillfully blend genetics from 
various breeds to achieve birds that attain 
the standard. Then lines are stabilized so 
that offspring breed at least 50% true.

These days, Easter Eggers are usually 
crossbred chickens or Ameraucanas 
that fail to achieve standard. They are 
still popular for laying eggs of different 
colors, such as pink, blue, green, or olive. 
Unfortunately, some hatcheries market 
these incorrectly as Ameraucanas. Often 
these have been crossed with commercial 
laying strains to increase their laying 
habit.

Conservation Status: A popular breed 
in the U.S. with no current extinction risk.

Biodiversity: A composite breed 
created to a standard from diverse 
genetic resources. The gene for blue 
eggshells derives from Chilean landrace 
chickens. Genetics from many breeds of 
diverse origins have been combined to 
standardize physical characteristics.

Description: A light bird a full breast, 
a curved beak, beard, a small triple-ridged 
pea comb, and a medium-length tail. The 
eyes are reddish bay. Wattles are small 
or absent. Ear lobes are small, red, and 
covered with feathered muffs. Legs are 
slate blue. Ideally, they lay blue-shelled 
eggs, but some shades shift toward green.

Variet ies:  The  APA s tandard 
recognizes Wheaten, White, Black, 
Blue, Blue Wheaten, Brown Red, Buff, 
and Silver in large fowl and Bantam. In 

addition, a Lavender variety is becoming 
popular.

Skin Color: White.

Comb: Pea.

Popular Use: Dual-purpose. 

Egg Color: The shells are a pale pastel 
greenish blue — this coloring permeates 
the shell.

Egg Size: Medium.

Sources: 
• Ameraucana Alliance; Ameraucana Breeders Club; Heritage Acres Market 
LLC;
• Vosburgh, F.G. 1948. Easter Egg Chickens. The National Geographic Mag-
azine, 94(3).

Productivity: About 150 eggs per year.

Weight: Large fowl — rooster 6.5 lb., 
hen 5.5 lb., cockerel 5.5. lb., pullet 4.5 lb.; 
Bantam — rooster 1.875 lb., hen 1.625 
lb., cockerel 1.625 lb., pullet 1.5 lb.

Temperament: Varies according to 
strain. Generally, active and lively.

Adaptability: Good foragers and 
highly fertile. They fare well in free-
range environments. The pea comb resists 
frostbite. 

Photo credit: Cheryl Murphy.
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LIFE OF POULTRY
Secret

EARL THE SHOP CHICKEN
By Lacey Hughett

Back in August of 2018, a feral rooster wandered up to a 
mechanic shop. R and R Garage was nestled between a 
highway and rural wooded lot in North Carolina. The 

relationship that transpired between the shop employees and 
the rooster quickly became a local legend.  

It was a Thursday when the employees heard a rooster 
crowing behind the shop. At their location chickens were 
common and occasionally broke free of their pens, so they 
wrote it off. The next day the sound was closer and they went 
looking for the source. To their surprise, there was a huge yellow 
rooster scratching around between the vehicles in the back like 
he belonged there.

The guys were going home for the weekend and the rooster 
was skittish around people. It was clear from his appearance 
that he’d been outside for a while and wasn’t used to human 
contact. They tossed him some snacks and closed up shop, 
hoping for the best. 

At the beginning of the next work week, the rooster was still 
hanging around. Someone joked about naming him Earl, and it 
stuck. The employees kept feeding Earl little bits of food, and he 
made it clear that he wasn’t planning on leaving any time soon. 

Time passed, and Earl became a fixture at R and R Garage. 
Regular customers began to recognize him, and word spread. 
“Customers started dropping off chicken feed or brought him 
treats,” said Nevin, an employee at the shop. Earl learned to trust 
and rely not only on the employees, but the customers as well. 

As Earl became more comfortable around people, he began 
venturing into the shop. The mechanics would talk to him like 
he was a regular employee, and Earl would come sit under the 
vehicles with them and watch them work. 

During the day, Earl would lounge about and keep the guys 
company. He was tasked with eating the bugs and spiders around 
the garage. At night, he would roost up high in a gum tree to 
avoid predators on the ground. “We’d worry about him, but 
he was happy.” Nevin said. “We closed him inside the garage 
quite a few times when the weather was bad.” 

Earl became accustomed to the noise and activity of the 
garage. Local papers started running stories about him and he 
became an honorary employee as his fame spread. Customers 
would come in and ask for Earl. 
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R and R garage had shirts made, and 
they began getting letters from fans from 
all over the United States. “Someone in 
Tennessee sent us some money for feed, 
and a Canadian paper even interviewed 
us!” Nevin said, laughing. The shop 
kept track of where all of Earl’s fans 
were from, so they could see how far his 
reach was. 

It was dangerous living as a shop 
chicken, however, because wild animals 
lived in the woods behind the lot. 
Earl would wander around and evaded 
numerous predators on these outings. “It 
wasn’t just at night, he was chased by a 
fox at about 1:30 in the afternoon one 
day,” Nevin reported. Earl ran, clucking, 
into the shop and the fox made a beeline 
back to the woods.

On a Saturday, Earl was chased by a 
stray beagle into the highway in front of 

the shop, and he ended up stopping all 
four lanes of traffic. He got into all sorts 
of trouble but knew how to find help. 

During the weekends when the shop 
was closed, Earl would wander over 
to some of the houses that were on the 
other side of the woods. There, he was 
labeled as a nuisance because one of 
the residents was afraid of his size. The 
resident called animal control, who gave 
them permission to shoot Earl. 

The risk of being shot, combined with 
a couple close encounters with predators, 
lead the shop employees to find a safer 
home for Earl. It was a difficult decision 
to make because they’d all grown so 
attached. They’d talk to him daily and 
didn’t like the idea of transplanting him 
somewhere else, but it had to be done. 

One of the techs, John, ended up taking 
Earl in and getting some hens for him. 

Earl became 
accustomed 
to the noise 
and activity 
of the garage. 
He became an honorary 
employee of the shop.

“We were worried about sticking him in 
some little coop since he’s so outdoorsy.” 
Nevin said. They made him a 15’x40’ pen 
in hopes that Earl would still be happy 
and still feel like he had enough space 
to roam. 

“He’s doing pretty well now,” Nevin 
updated me. “He’s got some babies, and 
whenever someone comes in asking for 
him, we tell them that we sent him to a 
single’s retreat and he’s living his good 
life.”  

Earl spent about a year living in and 
around the garage before retiring to 
his permanent home. He flies the coop 
occasionally to live out some of his 
crazy younger days, but it’s easy to put 
him home, and as far as any of the shop 
employees can tell, he’s as happy as he’s 
ever been. In Earl’s case, it took a village 
to raise a rooster. 
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By Dave holDerreaD

Storey’s Guide to Raising Ducks

Raise ducks successfully, this book 
covers everything from choosing the 
right breeds to breeding and rearing 
practices, feeding, housing, health 
care, butchering, and much more. 
This revised and updated second 
edition includes coverage of more 
breeds plus expanded information 
on facilities for ducklings, health and 
disease treatment, marketing, record 
keeping, color genetics, and rare 
breed conservation. 356 pages.

$19.95
Now $14.99 — Save 25%

$21.99
Now $16.49 — Save 25%

By paM FreeMan

Backyard Chickens 
Beyond the Basics

A must-have for every backyard 
chicken keeper. From odd eggs and 
molting to feeding and preparing 
for the seasons, this book covers the 
subjects beginner books don’t ad-
equately address and re-examines 
common knowledge that may not ac-
tually hold true. It’s a resource to turn 
to time and again for expert advice 
to make sure your birds are happy, 
healthy, and productive. 192 pages.

SAVE
25%

SAVE
25%

By carol eKarius

Storey’s Illustrated Guide  
to Poultry Breeds

This definitive guide includes a brief 
history of each breed, detailed 
descriptions of identifying charac-
teristics, and colorful photography 
of more than 128 birds that cele-
brate the birds’ quirky personalities 
and charming good looks. Includes: 
chickens, ducks, geese, turkeys, emus, 
guinea fowl, ostriches, partridges, 
peafowl, pheasants, quails, and 
swans. 277 pages.

$24.95
Now $18.71 — Save 25%

SAVE
25%

By Gail DaMerow

Storey’s Guide to  
Raising Chickens 4th Edition

Completely revised and rede-
signed, making Storey’s Guide 
to Raising Chickens full of more 
accessible and updated informa-
tive than ever. You’ll get the most 
up-to-date details on shelter, 
food, health care, eggs, chicks, 
and meat, and recent research 
into chicken behavior and com-

munication makes the sections on flock management truly 
authoritative. New color photos and illustrations provide 
more specificity and information about chicken breeds, 
anatomy, and health. 424 pages.  $24.95  Now $18.95

$17.99
Now $8.99 — Save 50%

By lissa lucas & traci torres, the experts at My pet chicKen

My Pet Chicken

Detailed care instructions for baby 
chicks and mature hens help to 
ensure a friendly and enjoyable 
flock. Then the joy of chicken keep-
ing comes full “ovoid” with 50 reci-
pes for breakfast, lunch, and din-
ner, featuring the incredible and 
versatile egg, from homemade 
egg noodles and sesame mayon-
naise to a vegetable frittata and 
caramel custard. 246 pages.

SAVE
50%

By alexanDer schwaB

Mushrooming Without Fear

Novices eager to collect tasty 
wild mushrooms will find this 
unique guide invaluable. Unlike 
others, it focuses only on those 
types that are both safe to eat 
and delicious. Most important, it 
presents the eight rules of mush-
room gathering in a straightfor-
ward fashion. Each is identified 
with several color photographs 
and identification checklist, and 
there’s also information on mush-

room season, handling, storage, and cooking, complete with 
recipes. 128 pages.

$14.95
Now $11.20 — Save 25%

SAVE25%

By Matthew wolpe & Kevin Mcelroy

Reinventing the Chicken Coop

Backyard chickens meet contem-
porary design! Here are 14 com-
plete building plans for chicken 
coops that range from the purely 
functional to the outrageously 
fabulous. Complete step-by-step 
building plans are accompanied 
by full-color photographs and 
detailed construction illustrations. 
192 pages. $19.95

By Gail DaMerow

Chicken Health Handbook

A must-have reference for the 
small flock owner. Gail Damerow, 
leading authority on all things 
chicken, provides a complete ref-
erence to answer the questions 
and resolve the problems of any 
chicken raiser from beginner to 
professional. This fully updated 
and expanded edition of a long-
time classic offers expert guid-

ance on nutrition, reproductive issues, and a full range of 
health problems. 487 pages.

SAVE
25%

$19.95
Now $14.99 — Save 25%

By Glenn Drowns

Storey’s Guide to  
Raising Poultry

A diverse flock of poultry can pro-
vide free-range meat, a rainbow of 
eggs, and endless entertainment—
all delivered from the confines of 
your backyard or small farm. Glenn 
Drowns, an expert on rare breeds 
and varieties of turkeys, ducks, geese, 
chickens, and other birds, delivers ev-
erything you need to know to raise 
healthy, safe poultry. 454 pages.

$22.50
Now $11.25 — Save 50%

Chickens have become the mascot of 
the local food movement. A desire 
for sustainable, clean, wholesome 
food and superior soil quality has 
led more and more suburban and 
city dwellers to keep laying hens in 
their backyards and gardens. City 
Chicks has the ambitious intent of 
exploring three subjects: urban ag-
riculture systems, recycling food and 
yard waste, and using local resourc-
es to preserve and enhance the en-
vironment. This is a book that sees 

chicken-raising as much more than an avian hobby interest. It’s 
a book for our times. 460 pages.

$24.95
Now $18.75 — Save 25%

By JuDy panGMan

Chicken Coops

Whether you keep one hen or 
1,000 hens, you will find a hous-
ing plan in this comprehensive 
book. Coops range from fash-
ionable backyard structures to 
large-scale, movable shelters. 
You will also find plans for con-
verting trailer frames, green-
houses and sheds using recycled 

materials and simple ways to make waterers, feeders, and 
nestboxes. 166 pages. $19.95

For a complete list of books visit:  
iamcountryside.com/shop

SAVE
25%

Backyard Poultry Bookstore

By christine heinrichs

How to  
Raise Chickens

This book provides information 
on breed types, obtaining stock, 
housing, feeding, flock manage-
ment, breeding programs, incu-
bation and care of chicks, selec-
tion and culling, showing, health 
care, and the legal aspects of 
raising chickens. 208 pages.

$19.99
Now $14.99 — Save 25%

SAVE
25%

By patricia ForeMan

City Chicks SAVE
50%



backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com      87August/September 2020

By Dave holDerreaD
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Raise ducks successfully, this book 
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practices, feeding, housing, health 
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a book for our times. 460 pages.
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Visit: iamcountryside.com/shop

Backyard Poultry  
Canvas Tote Bag

Show your love for Backyard 
Poultry with this durable can-
vas tote! Heavyweight canvas 
two-ply handles are 28” long. 
Attached key holder helps you 

keep keys safe and handy. 
Overall size is 13” x 18” x 6”. 

ONLY $19.97

NEW!

$21.99
Now $16.49 — Save 25%

By steve Brill & evelyn Dean

Identifying and Harvesting  
Edible Plants

More than 260 detailed line 
drawings help readers identify 
a wide range of plants — many 
of which are suited for cooking 
by following the more than 30 
recipes included in this book. 
This book is both a field guide 
to nature’s bounty and a source 
of intriguing information about 
the plants that surround us. 
336 pages. 

SAVE
25%

Backyard Poultry Bookstore

Vet Guide for Animal Owners

This easy-to-use reference guide pro-
vides everything you need to know 
about caring for and treating pets 
and barnyard animals. With com-
plete chapters on cats, cows, dogs, 
goats, horses, pigs, poultry, rabbits, 
and sheep, it includes hundreds of 
strategies for preventing and curing 
common problems. 432 pages.

SAVE
25%

By c.e. spaulDinG anD JacKie clay

$14.95
Now $11.25 — Save 25%

BYP Anthology

If you missed the first year of 
Backyard Poultry here’s your sec-
ond chance. The complete collec-
tion of articles and photos from 
2006 is now a book! Featuring 
more than 30 writers, including 
renowned poultry expert and au-
thor Gail Damerow, homestead-
ing guru Harvey Ussery, and Uni-
versity of Wisconsin’s top poultry 
specialist, Ron Kean. Enjoy read-
ing as they share their knowledge, 

and be entertained by many submitted stories. 307 pages.
$19.95      Now $9.99 — Save 50%

SAVE
50%

Backyard Poultry magazine 2006 anthology — 
all published articles from 2006 Backyard Poultry magazine in one book!

By DaviD toht

40 Projects for Your  
Backyard Homestead

40 Projects for Building Your 
Backyard Homestead provides 
details on how to build more 
than 40 projects to enhance 
readers’ sustainable living. 
Even if you are only moder-
ately handy, you’ll discover the 
tools and techniques for build-
ing your own feeders, fences, 
and structures. In the process, 
you’ll save money and have the 
satisfaction of doing it yourself. 
255 pages. $16.95

By Gail DaMerow

Hatching & Brooding  
Your Own Chicks

If you want to incubate, hatch, and 
brood chicks yourself, rather than buy-
ing them from a hatchery, this is the 
guide you need. Learn how to hatch 
healthy baby chickens, ducklings, gos-
lings, turkey poults, and guinea keets, 
addressing everything from selecting a 
breed and choosing the best incubator 
to ensuring proper set-up and sanitary 
conditions, understanding embryo de-
velopment, and feeding and caring for 

newborn chicks in a brooder. 240 pages.
$24.95

Now $16.25 — Save 35%

SAVE
35%

Hentopia

More eggs, less work! And more en-
joyment for both the chickens and 
their keeper! Hyman’s innovative 
building projects are designed to 
save time and money while keep-
ing chickens safe, healthy, clean, and 
well-fed. Featuring easy-to-follow 
instructions and colorful photos.
208 pages. $24.95

50 DIY Projects for Keeping Chickens
By Janet GarMan, tiMBer creeK FarM

Get ready to jump into the world of chickens, one DIY project at a time. Owning and 
raising chickens doesn’t have to be an expensive hobby. With imagination, simple tools, 
and salvaged or bargain materials, you can make everything your flock needs for their 
health and safety. 168 pages. $19.99

NEW!

NEW!
NEW!

Titles:

2.50

Send to: BYP Bookstore, P.O. Box 1848, Carson City, NV 89702
Call 970-392-4419 • backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com

If you prefer not to cut your magazine, or if you need more room, please write your order on another piece of paper.

 

Book(s) Total   $_____________

S&H $4 first item
   $1 each add’l  $_____________

Subtotal   $_____________

WI Residents Add 
5.5% sales tax   $_____________
 
Total Enclosed  $_____________

Backyard Poultry Book Order Form

Phone: _________________________________________________ 

Visa/MC/AmEx/Disc No._______________________Exp._________

E-mail: _________________________________________________

Name: _________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

City:______________________State:_________Zip:_____________

Check Enclosedm m Charge my credit card:

Books:
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Want Free Shipping? Upgrade your subscription to ALL-ACCESS MEMBERSHIP and your  
books ship free in the U.S. every day. Visit backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com to learn about all  

the perks of membership or call 970-392-4419. It’s less than $1 more a month!

By FranK hyMan

How to Raise  
Chickens for Meat

By Michelle Marine

If self-sufficiency and raising your 
own food is important to you, this 
book will help you pull together a 
complete farm-to-table experience. 
Divided into four easy-to-navigate 
sections, How to Raise Chickens for 
Meat is packed with practical infor-
mation. 176 pages. $16.99
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Visit: iamcountryside.com/shop
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Show your 
love for  
Backyard 
Poultry  
with this  
durable  
canvas tote!

Order at: iamcountryside.com/shop  
or call: 970-392-4419.

Canvas Tote Bag
Backyard Poultry 

ESSENTIAL OILS

Learn Safe, Effective Ways to Use 25 Popular Oils;  
Make 100 Aromatherapy Blends to Enhance Health;  
Soothe Common Ailments and Promote Well-Being

Visit: iamcountryside.com/shop
Or call: 970-392- 4419

Best-selling author and herbalist Stepha-
nie L. Tourles offers reliable guidance on 
using essential oils effectively and safely. 
This friendly, accessible introduction to the 
25 most versatile oils for health and well-
ness highlights the key characteristics of 
lavender, chamomile, eucalyptus, lemon, 
peppermint, rosemary, tea tree, and other 
popular oils. You’ll learn how to blend and 
apply these highly concentrated aromather-
apy oils for use from head to toe. The 100 
recipes — including Tranquil Demeanor 
Balm, Super Herbal Antibacterial Drops, 
Sunburn Rescue Spray, Sore Muscle Bath 
Salts, and Dream Weaver’s Relaxing Rub 
— offer fragrant, natural ways to enhance 
well-being and promote healing.

A Beginner’s Guide • By Stephanie L. Tourles

Order at:  
iamcountryside.com/shop  

Or call: 970-392-4419

More eggs, less work! 
More enjoyment for both the 

chickens & their keeper!

HENTOPIA
21 Innovative Projects
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 Backyard Poultry Breeders DirectoryBreeders Directory
Have birds for sale? Advertise in the Backyard Poultry Breeders Directory for less than $4.50 a month. Your ad 
will be seen by more than 100,000 poultry enthusiasts. Call 715-965-1234 to get your advertisement in!

AssociationsAssociations

American LongtailsAmerican Longtails

Cream LegbarsCream Legbars

Game BirdsGame Birds

Freedom RangerFreedom Ranger

AMERICAN EMU ASSOCIATION, 510 West 
Madison St.,  Ottawa,  IL 61350. 541-332-0675.  
<info@aea-emu.org> <www.aea-emu.org>

AMERAUCANA ALLIANCE: Membership includes 
Ameraucana Newsletters, registration on the Amerau-
cana Forum, a listing in the Ameraucana Directory and 
eligibility for club awards & exhibitor points.  First time 
members receive an Ameraucana Handbook.  Dues are 
$10/year, $25 for 3 years (Newsletters Emailed) or $15 
(Newsletters mailed). Ameraucana. Steve Neumann, 
3000 Wedgewood Dr #2351, Pueblo, CO  81004.

WISCONSIN BIRD AND GAME BREEDERS, Jim 
Bleuer, President, 1756 E. Scott St., Omro, WI 54963. 
920-379-6188. <wbagba.org> Annual Fall Show & 
Swap and Spring Swap at Fond du Lac County Fair-
grounds Expo Center. Spring Sale: March 20, 2020 
Fall: Sat., October 31, 2020.

Oregon  
Breeder in southern OR.  Sabrina Mejias, 831 Talent 
Ave. Talent, OR 97540.  email:  s.mejias1983@gmail.
com. Prices vary all standard colors.

Wisconsin  
WICK PLACE FARM, 1907 43rd ST., Calendonia, 
WI 53108. 414-708-4057. <gumbyhorn@gmail.com> 
<http://Wickplacefarm.com> Cream Legbars, Black 
Copper Marans, Olive Eggers, Orpingtons. NPIP 
certified.

Pennsylvania  
FREEDOM RANGER HATCHERY, INC, 187 N. Windy  
Mansion Rd., Reinholds, PA  17569. 717-336-4878, 
Fax:717-336-3711. <sales@freedomrangerhatchery.
com> <www.freedomrangerhatchery.com>Black & 
Red Freedom Ranger chickens and gray Kosher King 
broiler chicks. Non-GMO option.

Arkansas  
LINEBARGER FARMS, Eddie Linebarger, PO 
Box 35, Scotland, AR 72141. 501-592-3317.  
<eddie.linebarger@gmail.com> Quail: Tennessee 
Red, Valley,  Mountain, Gambel, and Blue Scale. 
Hatching Eggs available May-July. 

Indiana
WOODSIDE AVIARY, James Kotterman, Peru, In-
diana. 765-985-2805. PHEASANT ENTHUSIASTS 
check this out! Displaying full color the Golden 
Pheasant, Ghigi Golden, Peach Golden, Lady Am-
herst, Silvers, Swinhoe, Elliots and Blue Eared. NO 
CATALOG AVAILABLE. Give me a call and we'll talk 
about the birds!

Massachusetts  
ANTONIO R. FERREIRA, JR, 49 Chestnut St, 
Seekonk, MA 02771.  401-465-1662.  Northern Bob-
white Quail Eggs, 50/$25.  Chukar Partridge Eggs, 
50/$20.  Postpaid.

Indiana  
MARIA'S JERSEY GIANTS, Since 1977. "Quality" 
Blue, Black, Splash Jersey Giant eggs, chicks, started 
birds, & adults www.mariasjerseygiants.com Cell: 
(502) 548-1075 (texting).

Tennessee  
CHICK-N-STUFF FARM - Crump, TN. (mail: POB 87, 
Adamsville, TN 38310).  901-490-0022 or 731-607-
7324. LARGE FOWL ONLY: Blue/Black/Splash/White 
Jersey Giants, Buff/Light/Dark Brahma, White & Ex-
chequer Leghorn, EE & Pak Lay Hmong.  Also heritage 
Narragansett   turkey.  NPIP/APA/ALFA.  Experienced 
egg/chick/bird shipper.  See us on Facebook.

Pennsylvania  
LIVE BIRD SHIPPING BOXES USPS APPROVED. 
www.BoxesForBirds.com, sales@boxesforbirds.
com, ph 501-329-2377.  Also Rare Colored Pigeons.

Alabama  
VALLEY FARMS HATCHERY, Ryan Kelsey, 
PO Box 2201, Muscle Shoals, AL, 35662. 256-
314-2282. <www.valleyfarmshatchery.com> 
<sales@valleyfarmshatchery.com> Chickens, Ban-
tams, Ducks, Geese, Turkeys, Guineas, and More!. 
Hatching all breeds weekly. NPIP Certified. Hatching/
Shipping weekly.

Colorado  
Waltz’s Ark Ranch http://www.naturalark.com/poultry.
html. Rare and heritage poultry, NPIP & AI clean. Sev-
eral Sussex varieties, Black & Blue Copper Marans, 
Swedish Flower Hen, Svart Hona, Sultan, Buttercup, 
Augsberger, Isbar, Breda Fowl, Ixworth, & more for 
2020. All raised non-GMO/Organic. 

Florida  
GREENFIRE FARMS, www.greenfirefarms.com.  
Ultra-rare imported breeds:  Ayam Cemani, Cream 
Legbar, Swedish Flower Hens, Bielefelder, Marans, 
Isbar, Barbezieux, Bresse, Sulmtaler, Spitzhauben, 
Olandsk Dwarf, Orust, Barnevelder, Merlerault, 
Niederrheiner, Marsh Daisy, Altsteirer, East Frisian 
Gull, Lyonaisse, Malines, Pavlovskaya, Queen Silvia, 
Swedish Black Hen, Sussex, Twentse, Lavender 
Wyandotte, Yamato Gunkei.

Illinois 
C H I C K E N  S C R AT C H  P O U LT RY,  L a r -
ry & Angela McEwen, 14025 Cty Rd 975 E, 
McLeansboro,  IL 62859.  618-643-5602.  
< larry_angie@chickenscratchpoul t ry.com> 
<www.chickenscratchpoultry.com> Coronation 
Sussex, Light Sussex, Lavender Orpington, Choco-

late Orpington, Jubilee Orpington, Black Orpington, 
Black Copper Marans, Blue Copper Marans, Blue 
Laced Red Wyandotte, Crested Cream Legbar,  
Welsummers, Blue Ameraucana, Black Ameraucana, 
Rumpless Araucana, Olive Egger, Ayam Cemani, 
Maline.

Iowa 
COUNTY LINE HATCHERY, 2977 Linn Bu-
chanan Rd., Coggon, IA  52218. 319-350-9130.  
<www.countylinehatchery.com> Rare and fancy  
peafowl, guineas, chickens, ducks, turkeys, geese, 
bantams and more. Featuring Showgirls & Silkies. 
Most economical and diverse poultry assortment 
available.

Maryland 

Jersey GiantsJersey Giants

Large FowlLarge Fowl

PigeonsPigeons

VariousVarious

Missouri  
CACKLE HATCHERY®, PO Box 529, Leb-
a n o n ,  M O  6 5 5 3 6 .  4 1 7 - 5 3 2 - 4 5 8 1 .  
< c a c k l e h a t c h e r y @ c a c k l e h a t c h e r y. c o m > 
<www.cack lehatchery.com> 84 years  o f  
hatching and shipping baby chicks. Over 200  
varieties.

CHICKENS FOR BACKYARDS, PO Box  
635, Phillipsburg, MO 65722. 888-412-6715. Order 
As Low As 3 Chicks, Heritage chicken breeds, Ducks, 
Guinea and Turkey. <www.chickensforbackyards.
com>  

New York
Can Am Cluckers, John Hunter, 435 Cty  
RT 11, Gouverneur, NY 13642, ph 315-486-3486.  
canamfarm@yahoo.com.  Dominque Bantams, 
Beltsville small white turkeys.  Eggs and breeding 
stock available in season.

Wisconsin  
S U N N Y S I D E  H A T C H E R Y,  B e a v e r  
Dam, Wisconsin. 920-887-2122. Shipping  
t o  N o r t h  C e n t r a l  U . S .  o n l y.  J u m b o  
broilers, Leghorns, Blacks, Browns, Reds, 
Rangers, Rainbow Eggers, Barred Rock, 
Rhode Island Reds, Turkeys & Ducklings.  
<www.sunnysidehatchery.com>
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California 
METZER FARMS, 26000K Old Stage Rd., Gon-
zales, CA 93926. Year-round hatching. Nation-
wide shipping. Free catalog now, 800-424-7755.  
<www.metzerfarms.com> Ducklings: Pekin, 
Rouen, Khaki Campbell, Golden 300 Egg Layer, 
White Layer, Blue Swedish, Buff, Cayuga, Mallard, 
Welsh Harlequin, White Crested & Runners (Black, 

WaterfowlWaterfowl Chocolate, Blue, Fawn & White) Saxony: Silver, 
Appleyard, Goslings: Embden, White Chinese, Brown 
Chinese, Toulouse, Dewlap Toulouse, African, Buff 
Toulouse, Buff, Tufted Buff, Sebastopol, Pilgrim, 
Roman Tufted. Ringneck pheasants, French Pearl 
guineas.

Minnesota  
JOHNSON’S WATERFOWL, 36882 160th Ave.  
NE, Middle River, MN  56737. 218-222-3556.  
<www.johnsonswaterfowl.com> Buff or White  

African geese, Rouen, Silver Appleyard, Pekin, White 
or Black Crested, Saxony, Black or Blue Magpies, 
Penciled, White, Blue, Black, Grey (Mallard), and 
Emory Penciled Runners, White, Grey, Snowy, Black, 
Penciled, Blue Bibbed & Pastel Call ducklings. Free 
brochure.

Barbara Ellis provides expert answers for all of your 
toughest vegetable-growing questions. Designed to be 
used as an in-the-garden reference, this sturdy little  
volume is packed with helpful information on  
everything from planning a garden and sowing seeds 
to battling pests and harvesting organic crops. With 
clever tricks to cut down on weed growth, secrets for 
maximizing production in confined growing spaces, 
and fail-safe watering guidelines, you’ll have the 
know-how and inspiration to grow your most  
abundant vegetable garden ever.

431 pages

VEGGIE GARDENER’S  
ANSWER BOOK

100%  
Organic

Visit: iamcountryside.com/shopVisit: iamcountryside.com/shop
Or call: 9 7 0 - 3 9 2 -  4 41 9Or call: 9 7 0 - 3 9 2 -  4 41 9

Solutions to Every Problem You’ll Ever Face
Answers to Every Question You’ll Ever Ask
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ClassifiedsClassifiedsBackyard Poultry

BeekeepingBeekeeping

(Approval of an ad does not constitute an endorsement.)

Water SystemsWater Systems

PreservingPreserving

www.sweetpdz.com

Order tOday!

Mail:  
BYP Breeders/

Classifieds,  
P.O. Box 566, 

Medford, WI 54451 
E-mail: 

classifieds@ 
countrysidemag.

com 
Call: 715-965-1234

Breeders &  
Classifieds 
Advertising:

Oct./Nov. 2020  
Deadline:  

August 5, 2020

MILLER BEE SUPPLY YOUR BEEKEEPING 
EXPERTS SINCE 1976!  Check us out for all 
your beekeeping needs. Whether you are just 
starting out or already have bees we are here to 
assist your needs. Call us Toll Free: 1-888-848-
5184. 496 Yellow Banks Road, North Wilkesboro, 
NC 28659. Email:info@Millerbeesupply.com  
Website: www.millerbeesupply.com.

T H E  E G G  C A R T O N  S T O R E 
Modern service and speed, old world quality and value. 
Over 40 years of egg packaging and marketing expertise! 
Egg  Car tons  |  F i l l e r  F la t s  |  Beau t i -
fu l  Colored Car tons |  Poul t ry  Suppl ies 
C a l l  f o r  G R E AT  w h o l e s a l e  /  p a l -
l e t  q u a n t i t y  p r i c i n g !  8 6 6 - 3 3 3 - 11 3 2 
FREE SHIPPING on all cartons and filler flats 
WWW.EGGCARTONSTORE.COM.

SOON Church/Government Uniting,Supressing 
"Religious Liberty," Enforcing  "National Sunday 
Law." Be Informed! Need mailing address only. TBSM, 
Box 374, Ellijay, GA 30540. thebiblesaystruth@yahoo.
com, 1-888-211-1715.

Nursery / Greenhouse/ Gardens/ Homestead for sale.  
Turn key well-established family operated greenhouse 
business located in Northwestern, IL.  Includes:  
approx. 6 acres, with 3 bedroom, 2 full bath home 
approx. 1600 sq feet, pastures, outbuildings, green-
houses & supplies, and all rights to the business.  
Serious inquiries only:  homesteadgreenhouse4u@
gmail.com or call/text 1-779-423-7999.

Egg CartonsEgg Cartons

FreeFree

HealthHealth

Worried about VIRUSES?
TIGER-X Black Salve Tablets work to help the 
body’s Natural Immune System to fight against 
virus symptoms. 100% Certified Organic 

Herbs grown in America by American farmers. A 
great preventative for natural health and healing.

TIGER-X PRODUCTS
P.O. Box 3602, Everett, WA 98213

1-800-909-4553

Hen SaddlesHen Saddles

Homestead w/BusinessHomestead w/Business

Poultry FeedPoultry Feed

Poultry SuppliesPoultry Supplies

All American Pressure Canner, the only pressure 
canner that forms a metal to metal seal eliminating 
the need for lid gasket replacement. Offers large 
capacity canning to make pressure canning your 
meats, vegetables and fruits easy. Easy Cleanup. 
800-251-8824. www.allamerican1930.com.

IInnffrraarreedd  RRaaddiiaanntt  HHeeaatt  

sweeterheater.com 
771155--665511--99775577  

CBD OIL and other CBD/Hemp Products!  Hemp-
worx offers 250, 500, 750 or 1500 mg.  Full spectrum 
0.03% THC or board spectrum that is THC free. Not 
all cbd oils are safe, make sure yours is certified and 
3rd party tested, like this one!  Google cbd and what 
you want to feel better from or about.  The benefits 
are endless. Get yours today with a 60 day money 
back guarantee even if the bottle is EMPTY! More 
Information or order at:  www.cbdgoldendrop.com 
or text CBDINFO to 715-965-1234.
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just for fun

WORD SEARCH

ANSWER KEY

Name: ___________________________________________Date: ___________________

Backyard Poultry August/September 2020

shade coop essentials go bananas city of Austin predator proof paradise hen house

shady coop living roof mobile coop Nina's Coop A-Chalet Barn Coop sauvage

hens in prison mushy chick disease omphalitis cheep coops dust bath fajitas buffalo gnats

tincture sous vide pasteurize closed loop farming The Little Black Hen earl the shop chicken

ameraucana

THELITTLEBLACKHENHOUSEUC

TXCLOSEDLOOPFARMINGGUSAA

BYFBZGGGEQDTINCTUREJXSGD

LEAEHIPKSCUTXVSEFIKUIGRK

LQWDGDVEISSCEVOEDIVSUOSZ

DEIPFHPADUTHFMNASVFDTQCQ

ICGHAAZRAZBOCUIKUCCCMHBD

KHCAPWILRSASANANABOGEFPM

ZDFPVETTAHTORKJKIVXEOZOU

HGHKDUUHPAHFPKJTFJPOTNOS

YQSIESAEFDECSRICMCRBLACH

ONCOLTXSOYDOSHEEOGDBMHNY

NPEMTAAHOCAOZSBONWSENHRC

IOZPENQOROHPTUPIFJREIYAH

NOIHLGXPPOSEPSVYKAQWTOBI

ACRAAOTCRPHSPISVULTHSSDC

SEULHLVHOEVSLLQCFKKDUASK

CLEICAJITPBEZNAKYBUFATHD

OITTAFSCAJENINWNRJDGFIWI

OBSINFGKDIHTAFWUZTMQOJNS

POASAUIEESJIHMQKSYOSYAVE

AMPEYBUNRSRAQKAMCQJOTFYA

RUYTJUCHPEALZDMZPXHPITTS

LRKJKGWOHENSINPRISONCQOE

Name: ___________________________________________ Date: ___________________
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shade coop essentials go bananas city of austin predator proof paradise hen house

shady coop living roof mobile coop nina's coop a-chalet barn coop sauvage

hens in prison mushy chick disease omphalitis cheep coops dust bath fajitas buffalo gnats 
tincture sous vide pasteurize closed loop farming little black hen earl the shop chicken 

ameraucana

T H E L I T T L E B L A C K H E N H O U S E U C

T X C L O S E D L O O P F A R M I N G G U S A A

B Y F B Z G G G E Q D T I N C T U R E J X S G D

L E A E H I P K S C U T X V S E F I K U I G R K

L Q W D G D V E I S S C E V O E D I V S U O S Z

D E I P F H P A D U T H F M N A S V F D T Q C Q

I C G H A A Z R A Z B O C U I K U C C C M H B D

K H C A P W I L R S A S A N A N A B O G E F P M

Z D F P V E T T A H T O R K J K I V X E O Z O U

H G H K D U U H P A H F P K J T F J P O T N O S

Y Q S I E S A E F D E C S R I C M C R B L A C H

O N C O L T X S O Y D O S H E E O G D B M H N Y

N P E M T A A H O C A O Z S B O N W S E N H R C

I O Z P E N Q O R O H P T U P I F J R E I Y A H

N O I H L G X P P O S E P S V Y K A Q W T O B I

A C R A A O T C R P H S P I S V U L T H S S D C

S E U L H L V H O E V S L L Q C F K K D U A S K

C L E I C A J I T P B E Z N A K Y B U F A T H D

O I T T A F S C A J E N I N W N R J D G F I W I

O B S I N F G K D I H T A F W U Z T M Q O J N S

P O A S A U I E E S J I H M Q K S Y O S Y A V E

A M P E Y B U N R S R A Q K A M C Q J O T F Y A

R U Y T J U C H P E A L Z D M Z P X H P I T T S

L R K J K G W O H E N S I N P R I S O N C Q O E



backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com      97August/September 2020

just for fun

Show us your art skills by coloring this rooster. 
Once you're done, snap a picture and send it to us via email at editor@backyardpoultrymag.com 

or via snail mail at Backyard Poultry, Attn: Coloring Pages, P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451.
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Coloring Page Fun
A Selection of Beautiful Creations from Our Readers

1. & 2. Mother and son coloring! By Sara Hess & Liam Hess (age 4), Illinois  |  3. By Lenna Nance,  age 9
4. By Sierra, age 6  |  5. By Savanah Devillier, age 12, Louisiana  |  6. By Rowen Elizabeth McClannen

7. By Joanne Beth Reinford, age 10, Illinois  |  8. By Rowan Kelling, age 15, Montana
9. By Ms. Ana, age 40, Florida  |  10. By J. McDonough, Pennsylvania  |  11. By Luka Dolenc, age 11, California
12. By Luna Dolenc, age 6, California  |  13. By Kelsey Perry, age 25  |  14. By Kaylee Miller, age 11, Oklahoma 

15. By Bobby Doan, age 83, Texas  |  16. By Ellia Hoppel, age 12, Pennsylvania   |  17. By Emma Perdu, age 9, Virginia
18. Ferrin Murphy, age 8, Colorado   |  19. By Charlie Murphy, age 10 Colorado   |  20. By Gail McClain

1 4  2 53

7  86 9 10

11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20
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