
Volume 2, Number 1
February/March, 2007

Breeding 
The Homestead Flock
Pg. 41

Pastured 
Poultry
For Profit & Peace of Mind
Pg. 30

Dedicated to more and better small-flock poultry

• Getting started with quail
• Supporting rare breeds
• Build a trap nest
• Book reviews
• Just for fun
      ...and more inside!

Backyard

Poultry

4 Portable 

Housing Ideas

Plus:



2 Backyard Poultry

Reliable for both Poultry & Predators—
Designed specifically to keep poultry, ducks 

and geese in while keeping coyotes, raccoons, 
fox, dogs and skunks out. The bottom portion 
is a physical and pain barrier against poultry.  
(Pictured here is the PoultryNet 42.)

What is it?
A prefabricated fence. White vertical 

plastic strings are “welded” to black and 
white electroplastic horizontal strings and 
supported by white plastic posts—which are 
built into and spaced throughout the netting.

It arrives at your door as a complete 164 ft., 
114 ft. or 82 ft. roll. Most rolls weigh less than 
15 lbs. PoultryNet is 42, 47 or 48 in. tall, with 
12 horizontals and verticals every 3 in. Bottom 
openings measure 2 in. by 3 in. Posts 
have 6 in. spikes.

How does it work?
The close spacing of the verticals 

and lower energized horizontal 
strands of our nets combines as 
a physical and a pain barrier to 
both birds and predators. 

What are its uses?
• To fence in most non-

flying poultry (chickens, 
ducks & geese).

• To fence out most 
predators (dogs, foxes, 
coyotes, raccoons, 
opossum & skunks).

• To enable poultry 
to be easily rotated 
from one grass 
area to another.

PoultryNet arrives 
on your doorstep as a 
complete pre-assembled 
portable fence with all 
posts pre-fitted into 
each roll. Energizer is 
sold separately.
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By elaine Belanger

FrOm the editOr: Let the

Fun Begin

It’s that time of year, when we receive 
tons of hatchery catalogs (as well as 
seed catalogs) and begin planning for 

the new season of poultry. Such choices, 
such fun.

In previous issues we discussed many 
of the concerns that come to mind when 
planning the flock: the care of chicks 
(Feb/March, 2006), choosing the right 
breeds for your needs (Feb/March, 2006), 
incubating versus the natural method 

(June/July, 2006), planning for predator 
protection (every issue), health of flock 
(every issue) and much more. 

This issue we offer a different sea-
sonal viewpoint with articles discussing 
potential business opportunities raising 
meat and layer birds on pasture, as well 
as how to market your products. 

The “Helpful Hints” section presents 
four options for portable poultry houses, 
both for the large and small flock.

We include two articles on breeding 
options to improve the quality of your 
flock for the long term, as well as articles 
from the American Livestock Breeds 
Conservancy (ALBC) and the Society for 
the Preservation of Poultry Antiquities 
(SPPA) discussing rare and endangered 
poultry breeds, and what you can do to 
help save them from extinction.

Backyard Poultry had the pleasure 
of spending the weekend of November 
17-19, 2006 at the Crossroads of America 
Poultry Show. With over 11,600 birds 
entered in this event, this was the largest 
poultry show held in the U.S. in over a 
decade. 

Poultry shows vary in size from a 
dozen birds at local fairs to the large 
numbers seen in Indianapolis.  Try to 
visit a poultry show this spring for an 
opportunity to see the many breeds 
available. Whichever show you go to, I 
guarantee there is much to see and will 
be worth the trip. 

Another great place to view a variety 
of birds is the website www.feathersite.
com. Along with many photos, there are 
hundreds of links to associations, helpful 
articles and much more.

Spend some time this season planning 
for the future of your flock, consider 
raising a heritage or rare breed and don’t 
forget to search our Breeder’s Directory 
on page 66. Start planning your flock 
now—just for fun. 

• Save money 

• Enjoy gardening, nature                    
   and the outdoors 

• Raise chickens, rabbits,    
   cows, goats, pigs, and more 

• Make better use of your   
   time 
• Become more self-reliant     
   and secure

Mail to: 
Countryside 

145 Industrial Dr.
Medford, WI 54451

1-800-551-5691
www.countrysidemag.com

$18 for 1 year (6 issues)
If Countryside doesn’t save you money and 
enrich your life, just tell us and we’ll refund 

every cent you paid!

Name

Address

City     

State      Zip

With each issue of 
Countryside 

you’ll learn how to:

Subscribe Today!

& Small Stock Journal

Credit cards accepted

We raise the critically rare Spangled 
Russian Orloff hens but do not have a 
cock. If you have a purebred Spangled 
Russian Orloff cock, or breeding eggs for 
sale, please contact Elaine at byp@tds.net 
or 715-785-7979. 

Discover a better way 
of life... right in your 
own backyard!
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letters: Do you have something to crow about?
We want to hear from you. Send questions, comments, opinions, 

advice, coming events, etc. to: 
Backyard Poultry Editor

145 Industrial Dr., Medford, WI 54451
e-mail: byp@tds.net 

Expensive Chickens
I think I have the world’s most ex-

pensive chickens. I bid $350 apiece for 
two chickens. A rooster I called Wilfred 
and the hen, Wyona. 

At the 4-H fair in Guthrie County, 
Iowa the kids have their livestock auc-
tioned off. A young lady, Erika, from our 
church raised them and I bid the chickens 
up for her to help her college fund. But 
that’s not the end of the story—at a bid 
of $351 by someone else, I didn’t get the 
chickens. After the auction, the person 
who out bid me sold them to me for $4 
apiece and I now have the chickens. It’s 
all in fun and helps the kids and everyone 
has a good time.

Louise, Iowa

Rat Zapper Really Works
Someone recently mentioned the Rat 

Zapper as a way to cleanly and effectively 
kill rats. I bought the Rat Zapper Ultra 
based on the recommendation. Just got 
it and in seven days I have killed nine 
rats in the same location. They appear 
not to get wary and apparently die im-
mediately upon being zapped. This is 
one fine product!

Kathy via E-mail

The Rat Zapper’s website is www.
ratzapper.com.—Ed.

Cat Food Contains Lousy
Ingredients

In the Dec, 06/Jan, 07 issue’s edito-
rial, “You Be the Judge,” you mentioned 
Gail Damerow’s advice to feed cat food 
to chickens. Since much cat food con-
tains chicken and chicken parts as prime 
ingredients, it’s very important to read the 
label first. In addition, commercially pro-
duced pet foods are notorious for contain-
ing even poorer quality ingredients—and 
more adulterations—than commercially 
produced human food. The healthiest 
cats and dogs eat a natural diet, not com-
mercial “chow.” I’d have to question this 
advice on several counts. Thanks for all 
your work on behalf of poultry!

Caren via E-mail

Mixing Turkeys With Chickens
In the Dec, 06/Jan, 07 issue, page 

17 shows a pygmy goat in a pen with 
chickens. My thought was that any ani-
mal eating bird droppings (wild or tame) 
would get sick. Is this not true?

The article on page 42 shows a turkey 
and chickens together in a pen. I was told 
to keep these separated because turkeys 
can become infected with blackhead dis-
ease. What do you recommend regarding 
these issues? 

Janice, Wisconsin

First, the chickens and goats. There 
is probably very little risk to the chickens 
from this. Birds and mammals are quite 
different, so few disease-causing organ-
isms can survive in both. There may be 
a slight risk in transmitting some bacte-
rial diseases such as salmonella. A lot 
of the wild birds (turkeys, etc.) spend a 
lot of their time in the winter following 
the manure spreaders through the fields 
here in Wisconsin. While it may not seem 
very appetizing to us, it is probably not a 
terrible thing for the birds.

As far as a risk to the goat, there 
may be a slight risk of salmonella or 
other enteric bacteria. Because goats are 
ruminants, however, these bacteria will 
likely find a pretty hostile environment 
in the rumen. They don’t usually multiply 
in these acidic conditions, and there is 
competition from other microorganisms. 
Indeed, poultry litter has been fed as a 
nitrogen source to cattle for many years. 
(They are able to use the nitrogen to 
produce amino acids.) So, again, while 
it seems unappetizing to us, the risk of 
disease transmission is probably pretty 
low.

The goat may have more risk from 
overconsuming grain (or chicken feed) 
and suffering from founder.

The turkeys and chickens commin-
gling could be an issue. I say “could” 
because some people are able to prac-
tice this without a problem. There is a 
protozoal disease called histomoniasis, 
or more commonly, blackhead. It usu-
ally doesn’t cause much problem in 

Above: Louise and Erika. 
Below: Louise bid $350 apiece for these 
two birds, and lost the bid! These bids 
were part of a 4-H livestock auction to 
support the local youth program.
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chickens, though they can carry it. It is 
often deadly in turkeys, however. The 
organism that causes this disease has an 
interesting life cycle. It usually lives in 
the cecum of the bird, and often infects 
cecal worms (Heterakis gallinarum) 
that also live there. These cecal worms 
produce embryonated eggs that are 
passed out of the bird in the feces. They 
can spread directly to other birds at 
this time. These embryonated eggs can 
also remain viable in the soil for several 
years. Earthworms can ingest these em-
bryonated eggs as well, so when another 
bird eats an “infected” earthworm, it 
can get histomoniasis.

This is why conventional wisdom says 
not to raise turkeys and chickens together. 
In my experience, many people have 
raised them together successfully. If none 
of your birds carry the histomoniasis 
protozoa, you can get away with it. Some 
suggest frequent deworming so the cecal 
worm is not present to spread the disease, 
too. This is probably helpful. 

Commingling turkeys and chickens 
may also be an issue if you belong to 
the NPIP.

A couple of other notes on blackhead. 
1) We usually think of it as a turkey dis-
ease, but it also can be deadly for peafowl 
and pheasants. 2) Currently, there is no 
approved treatment for blackhead in the 
United States. There are some off-label 
drugs that can be used with a veterinar-
ian’s approval for “pet” birds.

Ron Kean, The Answer Man

Questions About Coturnix Quail
Last June I hatched a small num-

ber of Coturnix quail; the males went 
into the freezer, the females I kept as 
layers. I certainly have no complaints 
about their rate of lay. They started in 
at six weeks old and have been churn-
ing out eggs at almost one per day per 
bird since. 

What puzzles me is their behavior. 
Everything I read before starting com-
mented on how calm and tame Coturnix 
quail were. I spent many hours just 
watching them as chicks and kept a ra-
dio on the first four weeks as one maga-
zine article advised that would help 
them become accustomed to human 
voices. They are not overcrowded—I 
have five in one cage, seven in another 

and both cages are 36" x 30" modified 
rabbit cages. They are not in a noisy 
area or one where people come and go. 
Yet they are terribly nervous birds, not 
at all tame by my standards and peri-
odically fights break out. When they 
do fight they put chickens to shame, 
despite their small size, they are out 
for blood! 

What I wonder is if this is normal be-
havior for quail or did I just get birds from 
a particularly nervous high strung line? 
I also read somewhere that the white va-
rieties are much calmer and tamer (mine 
are normal browns and fawns). Is that 
true? I am also curious about how long 
they will continue to lay—no two sources 
seem to agree. I’ve read anywhere from 
nine months to two years. 

Debra, Oregon

Several ideas came to mind as to why 
your quail might be more skittish, or it 
may be a combination of things. Yes, it 
may be the strain or bloodline of quail 
from which you acquired stock is more 
nervous. Sometimes stock purchased 
from a breeder will be calmer than stock 
purchased from a hatchery. If you have 
introduced birds that were not raised 
together, this may be a reason for their 
fighting. A lack of “something” may en-
courage them to be ill tempered, be it:

Food or quality of food (ours are 
given game bird starter throughout life 
and thrive well on it), 

Water or quality/cleanliness of wa-
ter—or waterers (Frequent disinfection 
of waterers or watering system may 
help), 

Too high of humidity or poor air 
circulation. The Coturnix droppings are 
very wet and especially if droppings are 
not cleaned regularly or are too close to 
the birds, a combination of problems may 
develop including bacterial infection. 
For indoor pens, a fan and/or dehumidi-
fier can help improve both air circulation 
and humidity issues, as well as keep the 
air quality better).

If your birds are outdoors, a noctur-
nal visitor could be causing them undue 
strife—a possum, owl, stray dog or cat, 
etc. Also if they are outdoors, offering 
“hidey places” such as a small covered 
box big enough for one bird to comfort-
ably get into may help keep peace.
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It is also possible that there is very 
little you can do once these habits de-
velop with this group of birds, except 
learn to deal with their temperaments or 
let them join their male brood-mates and 
serve you as table-fare. 

I’ve found that factors such as growth 
rate, longetivity and egg production can 
be closely related to the feed the birds 
receive—thus, a possible theory as to 
why your answers vary on how long a 
hen will lay. A young hen will typically 
lay much better than an older one, our 
birds serve dual-purpose as layers for up 
to six months of age, and then as meat 
birds (and do not seem to be too tough 
at that age for a number of fine recipes). 
Offering calcium in some form, such as 
oyster shell, will improve shell quality 
and overall health of your hens at any 
age from about five weeks forward. If 
a hen does not get enough calcium, her 
body will often compromise by taking 
calcium from her bones, leading to a 
variety of health problems including 
joint/leg problems (as with any fast-grow-
ing variety of bird).

Frank & Cinda Brent
www.cbfsuperquail.com

See page 58 for an article on quail by 
Cinda Brent, CBF Superquail.—Ed.

Incubator Automatic Turner 
Wanted

I was given a Brower 845 galvanized 
50-egg incubator (model 11400-3) or 
Sears model 77180. This is the same 
incubator only Sears used their own 
number.

According to instructions and repair 
parts list, which I recently received 
from the Brower Company, they sold an 
automatic turner for the 845. This was 
optional equipment number 845 AT. 

I phoned Brower and they told me the 
automatic turner is no longer available 
for this model. I would like to know if 
anyone would have an automatic turner 
for this unit? It does have a manual turner 
on it now.

Ronald Kosiboski, Michigan

If you have the turner Ronald is seek-
ing, write to Ronald Kosibowski, P.O. Box 
344, Onekama, MI 49675-0344.

Susquehanna Poultry Club 17th Annual Show
March 25, 2007 

Community Center, Rising Sun, Maryland
For information or premium list

contact Kay St. Amour, Show Sec.
410-836-3753 or e-mail cochinlady@verizon.net

On-site Pasture Poultry Seminar 
Attica, New York

April 28, 2007
HLW Acres, LLC is hosting an on-the-farm pasture poultry program in Attica, New 

York on Saturday, April 28, 2007. Registration is at 8:00 a.m. with coffee and donuts. 
The program will begin at 9:00 a.m. and end around 5:00 p.m.

This year’s main speaker will be Harvey Ussery, Hume, Virginia, who is a regular 
writer for Backyard Poultry magazine. Harvey comes with more than 20 years’ experi-
ence in poultry husbandry and emphasizes the integration of poultry into the homestead 
or small farm endeavor. His program will stress issues of feed quality and options of 
making your own feed, pasturing, manure management, electric netting, insect control, 
and many more topics.  

Seminar cost is $60 per person or $100 per couple. Lunch will be provided. A tour of 
the farm and state-inspected slaughtering facility will be included. We will try to answer 
any questions you may have. Also if there is something you would like included in the 
program please contact me.

For more information, directions, available accommodations, and payment, please 
contact us. Please dress for the weather. Boot coverings and clothing overalls will be 
provided. Hermann and Laurie Weber, HLW Acres, LLC, 1727 Exchange Street Rd., 
Attica, NY 14011; (585) 591-0795.

Australia Poultry Tour 
July 26 – August 11, 2007

Do you enjoy poultry? Do you enjoy exhibition poultry? Have you ever had a desire 
to visit Australia? Has it been a dream of yours to go down under? If you said “yes” to 
one or more of these questions, you will want to read on! 

My name is Jim Adkins and I will be directing our 5th poultry tour to Australia. It 
all started when I was invited to judge the Plymouth Rock National in New South Wales 
in 1997! And then in 1998, a group of poultry fanciers from Australia came to America 
for a 14 day tour of the midwest. This was the birth of a relationship between poultry 
fanciers in two countries. We then took our first group of Americans to Australia in 2000. 
Since then over 60 poultry enthusiasts (and non enthusiasts) have attended—and several 
have returned for multiple visits.     

Our destination in Australia is the great city of Brisbane in the sunshine state of 
Queensland. We will then travel throughout southeast Queensland and northeast New 
South Wales visiting some of the most famous breeders of purebreed poultry and attend 
the Brisbane Royal (an equivalent to one of our best state fairs) where several thousand 
poultry will be exhibited. 

In addition to seeing some of the amazing poultry of this country, we will also visit 
the Australia Zoo (home of the late Crocodile Hunter), the Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary, 
the beautiful Pacific Ocean—at the most eastern point of Australia, awesome rain forests, 
the country music capital of Australia and lots of open country of koalas, kangaroos and 
the incredible wild parrots of Australia. 

The cost is $3,000 per person. This includes your round-trip airfare, all in-country 
travel and your motel lodging. For more information please feel free to contact me by 
phone (209) 890-5326 or e-mail centre4poultry@aol.com. 

Mail your $500 deposit to Center for Poultry, P.O. Box 3067, Sonora, CA 95370. The 
tour is limited to 20 participants so don’t waste time. Make your decision to participate 
in the chance of a lifetime!      

cOming events: 
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By larry Walker

WiscOnsin

On October 24, 2006 I attended a 
half-day conference titled “Avian 
Influenza Poultry Preparedness 

Briefing.” The conference was sponsored 
by the U.S. Dept of Agriculture (USDA) 
and featured experts and officials from an 
alphabet-soup of agencies: the Wisconsin 
Dept. of Health and Family Services 
(DHFS); the Wisconsin Department of 
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Pro-
tection (DATCP); the USDA Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS); 
the Wisconsin Dept. of Natural Resources 
(DNR); and various sub-agencies, divi-
sions and offices of these organizations. 
Presenters included the State Public 
Health Veterinarian and the USDA’s Area 
Emergency Coordinator, plus a long list 
of vets and officials from these agencies.

In the course of the morning, I learned 
that “we” are the reason that this confer-
ence was set up: the agencies are con-
cerned that “backyard bird people” need 
to be informed and reassured about the 
government’s response plans in case of an 
outbreak of Avian Influenza (AI).

Most of the presentations dealt with 
background on AI: which of the dozens 
of flu-types in the world can actually 
infect poultry, the differences between 
low-pathogenic AI and high-pathogenic 
AI (“some birds get sick” vs. “massive 
die-offs of birds”), about issues involved 
in AI crossing over to humans (seldom 
happens but very, very bad when it does), 
plus a lot of info about what public health 
officials now like to call “Biosecurity” 
(common-sense cleanliness, mainly).

The officials described a very large 
and complicated set of consultations and 
working relationships between many gov-
ernment agencies at the state and federal 
level, designed to have a fast and compre-
hensive response plan in place if AI does 

appear in Wisconsin. Apparently, these 
agencies have not been coordinated in the 
past, but are spending a lot of time and ef-
fort putting together response plans, glossy 
brochures and videos for poultry-people, 
running “table-top” exercises to rehearse 
their response to an outbreak, etc.

No birds (wild or otherwise) in the 
U.S. have tested positive for AI so far, 
despite a massive testing program going 
on most of this year. All this preparation 
is to be ready in case infected birds are 
found.

After several hours of these presenta-
tions, I was information-overloaded but 
fairly impressed by the work they’ve done. 
I won’t anesthetize you with a detailed 
replay, but if you’d like more information, 
you can go to http://www.aphis.usda.gov/
newsroom/hot_issues/avian_influenza/
avian_influenza.shtml.

Finally, we got to the Q&A session. 
After some of the “real farmers” present 
had a chance to ask questions, I decided to 
ask the question that drove me to attend in 
the first place: “What exactly would cause 
‘men in moon suits’ to come knocking on 
my front door, and what would they do to 
my chickens?”

I should point out that, after some 
household debate and a bit of soul-search-
ing, we did submit our Poultry Premises ID 
Registration form earlier this year. While 
we really didn’t feel great about giving our 
name and address to Homeland Security as 
known chicken-harborers, we finally came 
to the conclusion that if there ever were 
an AI outbreak, we didn’t want to have 
to explain to our neighbors (or to men in 
uniforms) why we hadn’t registered.

At first the only answer I got was a re-
hash of “If this is seen in the field, then we 
activate our plans” sort of generic answers. 
I pushed again for a specific answer as to 
what exactly triggers the plan, and what 
they would do to our chickens. Eventually 
I did get an answer: if either of the two 

categories of flu that can infect poultry is 
found in a bird, then all poultry premises 
in a 10 kilometer (6.2 mile) radius will be 
visited and blood samples will be taken 
from your birds. Any poultry premises 
within 3 kilometers (two miles) will be 
quarantined until the outbreak is eradicated. 
They will not kill your birds, and they will 
not confiscate your birds (unless they were 
to test positive, of course).

It turns out that a main reason for the 
conference is what happened in California 
some years ago, when Newcastle Disease 
broke out there. In that outbreak officials 
confiscated and destroyed all birds within 
the critical radius of the outbreak; breed-
ers with expensive exotic birds, small 
poultry growers and pet-bird owners all 
lost their birds, no exceptions. This ap-
parently caused such an uproar that the 
USDA was forced to re-examine their 
policies and develop a different kind of 
response plan.

This conference was set up to reassure 
us that the response plan for any future AI 
outbreaks would not be so heavy-handed, 
and that we should all feel comfortable in 
reporting any sick birds and in registering 
our poultry premises.

And overall, I have to say that I was 
reassured. I have as much cynicism toward 
“We’re from the Government and we’re 
here to help you” as the next guy. But the 
meeting was full of very high-ranking 
public health officials and they appeared 
to me to be speaking straight and saying 
pretty reasonable things. My BS-meter 
barely wiggled all morning (and then 
only a couple of times when I seemed 
to detect a little too much coziness with 
the mass-confinement, factory-farming 
poultry industry).

In summary, I’d recommend back-
yard poultry people to submit a Poultry 
Premises Registration form if they haven’t 
already (http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/
premises/index.jsp), and to visit the USDA 
website (above) to have a look at their 
recommendations for proper cleanliness 
practices. I can’t claim that we follow all 
of them, or that they are totally appropriate 
for someone with just a couple of chickens 
in the backyard, but it’s a good thing to 
understand. You can decide to pick and 
choose which of their recommendations to 
follow, but you should at least know what 
the experts think is desirable.

Oh, and if your birds should start to 

yOur vOice: 

Avian Influenza Poultry
Preparedness Briefing
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Imagine tapping into breed associa-
tions, 4-H, FFA, or your veterinarian’s 
files. Yes, they’ve already started working 
on a new vet-licensing approach, where 
vets must get a special, separate license 
to treat farm animals. Several past NAIS 
releases say state-licensed vets should be 
forced to “snitch” on non-participants. Is 
this the new “voluntary” program?

In previous literature, USDA ad-
mitted NAIS data would raise grower 
liability problems, and would subject 
growers to potential investigations by 
special interest groups via Freedom of 
Information Act requests (FOIA) and by 
court orders.

The new November, 2006 NAIS 
Draft User Guide conspicuously ignores 
that liability problem. It also adds a 
new dimension: At least 10 times in the 
document it emphasizes that NAIS is 
voluntary “at the Federal level.” The 
USDA already spent $100 million on 
NAIS—mostly at the state level—the 
clear intent is for States/Tribes to make it 
mandatory, so the Feds don’t have to.

At a December 11, 2006 NAIS meet-
ing held by the Colorado State University 
Extension, Bernard Elliot (the Premises 
Registration Coordinator) said once a 
premises number is assigned, it stays with 
the location. If the land is sold, inherited 
or otherwise transferred, new owners 
have to register. So if you give up your 
4th and 5th Amendment rights, you also 
may be giving up those rights for your 
heirs and assigns. In fact, not being up to 
date on your papers could even obstruct 
your right to sell.

Then too, they say it’s “voluntary” 
but premises registration is being forced 
on parents of 4-H or FFA kids with ani-
mal projects, starting in the 2007-2008 
season.

Moreover, the new U.S. House Ag 
Committee chairman (Collin Peterson, 
D-MN) says he wants NAIS rules to fol-
low this “top-down” approach:

  Peterson has been a long-time supporter 
of the National Livestock Identification 
Program… “I met with the Secretary of 
Agriculture after the election and I told 
him I felt they have made a mess out of the 
program. …They have spent $100 million 
setting up a program with all these different 
databases without any standardization and 
I don’t know how they are going to pull it 
together,” he said. He added …he strongly 

By nathan griFFith

West virginia

When you volunteer information 
to any government agency, the 
data you provide may be used 

as evidence against you, even on seem-
ingly insignificant infractions.

In many cases such volunteered info 
has also been held by courts as a waiver 
of your 4th Amendment right against 
unwarranted searches and seizures. 

For example, suppose officials find 
what they think is evidence of abuse 
in a batch of poultry, which contained 
some birds you sold to a local processor. 
You haven’t abused any birds at all; and 
you complied with all “voluntary” ID 
requests. 

Officials may have the right to de-
mand your poultry records—without 
a warrant—because you already made 
similar records available voluntarily. This 
is particularly possible in cases where 
a grand jury has been empanelled, no 
matter who or what it’s actually inves-
tigating.

On top of that, you could also lose 
your 5th Amendment rights as many oth-
ers have, because you already voluntarily 
supplied self-testimony which may be 
considered a waiver.

Here’s an example of it in another 
agency: IRS documents say the income 
tax is a “voluntary compliance system.” 
Yet their “Disclosure, Privacy Act, and 
Paperwork Reduction Act Notice,” clear-
ly says the IRS may give your private tax 
info to a whole host of private and public 
agencies, even foreign ones, so those 
entities may investigate and/or prosecute 

Your Voluntary Animal ID May
Now Be Used Against You

& You Will Waive Your
Constitutional Rights, Too

act sick (and AI makes birds very sick, so 
you probably won’t have much doubt), 
please call the USDA’s toll-free hotline: 
1-866-536-7593 immediately. There is 
no charge for reporting sick birds or for 

having sick birds tested. None of us want 
to contribute to a bird flu outbreak, scary 
as it might be to pick up the phone and 
call a government agency to come look 
at our birds!

you. Volunteering data to government 
often has unpleasant consequences.

On November 22, 2006, the USDA 
officially announced it has no current 
plans for mandatory animal ID. But 
here’s what they also said:

  “Under our current authorities, USDA 
could make the NAIS mandatory….”—
NAIS User Guide, Draft Version, Nov. 
2006, page 4

This suggests that though they haven’t 
made up the plans yet, they’re holding 
mandatory ID open as a possibility.

In January 2006, cattlenetwork.com 
reported on a NAIS presentation at an 
American Farm Bureau annual meeting 
conference, which suggested NAIS had 
already begun tapping into state and 
private databases, presumably to gather 
evidence on unsuspecting growers:

The Agriculture Department is considering 
a new approach for a national animal 
identification system that would allow 
the department to link to a network 
of private and state-operated animal 
tracking databases, John Clifford, DVM, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s chief 
veterinarian, said.
  The system would allow USDA to tap into 
a portal of various animal identification 
and tracking systems run by commodity 
groups or other organizations, as well as 
into 20 existing state databases. 
  “It will also define the necessary 
safeguards to preserve the data if the 
organization or company ceases to 
maintain that database,” he continued. 
  Clifford emphasized that the agency is 
now only considering the feasibility of 
this approach, but, said Secretary Mike 
Johanns, strongly supports the idea.—
cattlenetwork.com, January, 2006
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believes the government needs to set the 
rules and require standardization.—(U.S. 
Animal Health Agency) USAHA News 
Alerts

Considering all the liability issues 
still not addressed, I recommend not 
cooperating with NAIS, and that growers 
contact state representatives to voice their 
concerns. Don’t wait for “someone else” 
to do it; they won’t. You do it; now!

Furthermore, I think it’s important to 
stop cooperating with statistical reporting 
agencies of state and federal govern-
ments. I have stopped cooperating with 
them. When they take farm census and/or 
other statistical data requests by mail, I 
recommend sending it back blank, with a 
note explaining that NAIS is mining the 
data now, so “no go.” Same for phone 
surveys: “No go.”

The sad part is disease tracing could 
easily be done by a simple descriptive bill 
of sale for all animal transfers, held for 30 
days after an animal is disposed of. But 
then that might not make it so easy for 
government agents to lean on the small 
and independent growers.

helpFul hints: 
This issue features four movable poultry houses to coincide with the articles on pasturing 

poultry. Even if you don't plan to “pasture” your poultry on a large scale, several designs will 
work well as a backyard coop plan that can still be moved around the yard to offer your birds 
fresh grass and other benefits of pasturing your poultry. 

If you have a great idea or plan for a poultry house/coop, share it with others. Mail your 
details and photos to Backyard Poultry, 145 Industrial Dr., Medford, WI 54451 or e-mail 
byp@tds.net.  Of course, any other helpful hints are always welcome, too.

 

Once the decision was made to 
keep a small flock of hens I 
began researching for the ideal 

coop design that would meet both the 
chickens’ needs and mine. It had to be 
a compact and secure structure that gave 
adequate space for 10-12 hens. At the 
same time, I wanted to give my hens safe 
access to the outdoors without having 
them roosting on my porch railing. 

A movable “chicken tractor” type 
coop seemed the best route to follow in 
my design. So I endeavored to take the 
best aspects of various portable designs 
to incorporate into a coop that would 
best fill the bill. 

My design features a 6' x 4' enclosed 

Nesting boxes are conveniently located outside the coop for easy egg collection.

The Solution to 
Stress-Related Nutrition
• Stimulates Appetite • Strengthens 

Weak Newborns • Strong Hatchability 
• More Production • Quickly Boosts 

the Immune System • Maximizes Anti-
biotic Response • Relieves Shipping & 

Heat Stress • Resistance to Disease

“ I have less mortality 
and heavier birds at the 
end of grow out. Poultry 
Nutri-Drench improved 
my performance on the sell 
sheet which makes more 
money at the end. Made 
me an extra $35,000 from 
1998-2000.”

William Truman II,
Atlanta Poultry Show

Movable Chicken Tractor 
Coop #1

 

By Bill dreger

OhiO

coop mounted 2' above ground. It has an 
enclosed pen under the coop protected in 
galvanized poultry netting and extended 
an additional 6' in front of the structure. 
Chickens are fully protected top and 
sides while in the outdoors. A hinged 
coop door that drops to form a handy 
ramp gives the birds quick access in or 
out of the coop. Total outdoor ground 
space is 6' x 10'. This allows birds plenty 
of fresh air and sunshine with the abil-
ity to get under the coop to get shade or 
escape rain. 

Coop construction is mainly exterior 
plywood on a 2 x 3 framework using 
galvanized nails and screws. Outside 
pen area frame is from 1x and 2x pres-
sure treated lumber. A large, homemade 
awning style window and several gener-
ous vent openings ensure good light and 
cross ventilation. The insulated metal 



15February/March, 2007

the tongue-in-groove wood floor of the 
coop. Doors and awning window are 
equipped with double latches to thwart 
even the cleverest raccoon. 

Every few days the coop complex 
gets moved 10 feet or so forward on 
a pair of rear wheels. This continually 
gives the hens fresh ground to traverse 
and keeps the area tidy. All in all this 
little portable coop keeps my nine hens 
healthy, happy, and safe. 

roof is front hinged to swing upward for 
easy coop cleaning and additional ven-
tilation when needed. A side hatch door 
puts water and feed receptacles within 
easy reach. To save interior space, the 
nesting boxes hang off the coop’s rear 
wall—allowing fast and convenient egg 

The chicken run is completely enclosed in poultry net. The door drops to form a ramp 
and awning window gives light and ventilation.

The hinged roof gives full access to the 
coop interior for cleaning and extra 
ventilation.

collection from outside. 
With a host of predators in the area, 

particular effort was made to protect the 
flock. All window and vent openings 
are covered with a double thickness of 
galvanized steel mesh. This same wire 
mesh is employed single thickness under 

Nite Guard
The Nite Guard is a state of the art solar 

powered, weather-proof, flashing, red light that 
is guaranteed to stop all nighttime predators.  A 

totally portable unit requiring 
no batteries or electricity.

Call 1-800-328-6647 to order.

Oakwood Game Farm, Inc.
PO Box 274 

Princeton MN 55371

Full Money Back Guarantee

$24.95 each plus s&h

Nite Guard product has been field tested and 
sold successfully since 1998.  We’ve been in the gamebird business 

since 1967.  We are a trusted name in the industry.

Four lights mounted on a single 
pole, each light facing a different 
direction will absolutely stop owl 
kills.  The lights can be seen from 
a half mile away protecting many 

acres.

For ground predators use single 
lights placed approx. 20 inches off 

the ground and 100 feet apart to 
protect the perimeter.

www.niteguard.com

“I tried four of your Nite Guard 
lights after seeing your ad in 
Backyard Poultry.  I want to order 
four more, these lights really 
work, I couldn’t believe it.  Also, 
I live just south of New Orleans 
and have been having a lot of 
trouble with looting since 
Hurricane Katrina hit.  Since 
installing the Nite Guard lights 
the looting has completely 
stopped.  Thank you so much for 
helping me with this great 
product.

-C. Wallace in Belle Chasse, LA
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By link dellinger

nOrth carOlina

I recently designed and built this 
portable chicken pen, or “chicken 
tractor” as some call them. I’ve seen 

many nice pen designs but this one is 
unique in many ways. 

Here are a few of the design fea-
tures:

The roost is in the house sheltered 
from the draft, yet it extends out away 
from the floor. Chicken waste is re-
cycled into the yard instead of heaping 
up inside. 

The roost is high enough off the 
ground and the floor to reduce the risk 
of carnivore attack.

Chickens can scratch in the yard dur-
ing rain or shine. 

Built of solid construction yet can be 
moved on level ground by one person. 

If you would like to purchase plans 
for this portable chicken pen, Link is of-
fering plans for $25. Contact him at: P.O. 
Box 789, Spindale, NC 28160; E-mail: 
linkdellinger@hotmail.com.

Movable
Chicken
Tractor
Coop #2

Link Dellinger built this portable chicken 
pen with extra features in mind, including 
an overhang so birds can scratch in rain 
or shine and welded wire mesh to allow 
manure to drop from roosting area 
directly onto the ground.
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By annie Farrell

cOnnecticut

We built a “Coupe de Ville” 
chicken house. It is really a 
Cadillac, even the tires are 

whitewalls (we turned them inside out 
though). It is built on a running gear (the 
bottom frame of a hay wagon). It is Ad-
irondack style, and also has a gutter/rain 
catch, and an automatic door that closes 
after dark. I ordered a Cadillac and a 
Coupe De Ville insignia from eBay and 
put them on each peak. The door opens 
and closes with the light, and the eggs 
are reached from two doors that open 
into the back of the nests. I always feel 
like I am intruding when I open to col-
lect the eggs.

We have Buff Orpingtons, Domi-
niques, Barred Rocks, Ameraucanas, 
and a few Wynandottes. The birds love 
the coop, and when Rick, who built it, is 
nearby, they all flock around him. 

The eggs sell like hotcakes at the local 
Village Market in Wilton, Connecticut. 
We also grow specialty crops, and have 
Shetland sheep, llamas (as guards), 
Tamworth pigs, and are the home of the 
Wilton Pony Club.

A “Coupe de Ville” 
Movable Poultry House #3

We practice sustainable, (some use 
the word organic) techniques in all our 
farming practices. The chickens are 
grazed and moved regularly, and are also 
fed certified organic feed and flax.

The movable house allows us to fol-
low the other livestock with the chickens, 
and to keep insect populations down. The 
health benefits of grazing are obvious, 
to the birds, and to the people who eat 

the eggs. The Omega 3 fatty acids are 
high, and the Omega 6 is low in grass 
fed animals.

Annie has prepared plans for the 
Coupe, and a parts list, with some 
sources for the equipment needed as 
well. She is happy to sell the plans for 
$25. If you are interested, e-mail her at 
Veglady@mac.com.

Annie Farrell’s movable chicken house was built on the bottom frame of a hay wagon.



18 Backyard Poultry

By ray kreuziger

Backyard pOultry staFF

If you are considering raising grass-
fed meat birds and would like a long-
lasting, portable pen that can be used 

for years to come consider this plan. 
I came across this simple design in 

the Vol. 30/No. 2 issue of Farm Show 
Magazine featuring Jamie and Chad 
Henneman’s low-cost “Range Chickens.” 
The Hennemans refer to their portable 
pens as chicken condos. Joel Salatin, 
author of Pastured Poultry Profit$, also 
uses these open-bottom pens. 

The one I built is somewhat different 
but serves the same purpose. This 8' x 10' 
design can house up to 40 birds without 
too much crowding. 

When moving the pen to fresh grass 
(which should be done one or two times 
daily depending on how many birds you 
have) caution should be taken not to get 
the birds’ legs under the lower frame of 
the pen. They will learn to move when the 
pen moves so this problem is minimal af-
ter a while. I would also add a hold down 

Build Your Own
Pastured Poultry Pen #4

strap to secure the hinged roof doors in 
place. A permanent feeder and waterer 
would be helpful when moving the pen. 
Remember chickens can’t live on grass 
alone and a food ration must be included 
in their diet. 

The book Pastured Poultry Profit$ 
has a great food ration. Since butcher-

ing should take place within eight to 10 
weeks, it’s possible to raise 160 birds 
per season per pen, depending on your 
geographic location.

I used 1" angle iron for the complete 
frame with a 24" center height sloping 
down to 18" front and rear. The frame is 
welded together giving greater strength 

This 8' x 10' pastured poultry pen can house up to 40 birds with plenty of room to move until birds are ready to process at eight to 
10 weeks.

The completed pen ready for birds and pasture. 
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Materials List
Tie straps
Pole barn screws
4 — hinges and hardware
4 — 8" lawn mower wheels
2 — 1/2" x 3" black pipe nipples
4 — 1/2" x 4" long metal round 
stock
4 — 1/2" Flat washers
4 quick pull pins
1 — 8' x 12" rubber mat
4 — 6' Metal roofing panels
1" angle iron—quantity based on pen 
dimensions
Welded wire mesh—quantity based 
on pen dimensions

compared to bolting, which will loosen 
up after a while. After the frame was 
completely welded together I added eight 
4" pieces of 1/2" steel round stock—one 
at each of the upper and lower outside 
corners for the wheels. The upper round 
stock serves as a place to store the wheels 
when the pen is stationary and as handles 
when lifting the pen to put the wheels on 
while preparing to move the pen. These 

round stock axles have holes drilled 
through the outside ends for the quick 
pull pins that hold the wheels and flat 
washers on when moving. 

All four sides were covered with 
welded wire mesh fencing material and 
fastened with 6" plastic tie wraps. We later 
added 1" chicken wire around the lower 
half of the pen to keep the small birds in 
and predators out. The roof is constructed 

of metal roofing with half of each side 
hinged for access from opposite corners. 
The ridge cap is cut from rubber mat mate-
rial that allows the ridge cap to move with 
the doors when opening. Self tapping pole 
barn screws were used to fasten the roof-
ing and ridge cap. A handle was welded 
together with one end fabricated to swivel 
up and down.  A 3" pipe nipple was welded 
to the center of the upper frame on both 
ends so the handle could be bolted to either 
end for pulling either way.

One-inch chicken wire was later added around the lower half of the pen to keep the 
small birds in and predators out. 
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Egg Within An Egg—Again
Regarding the question in the Answer 

Man section of the Oct./Nov., 2006 issue  
(page 37) about an egg growing within 
an egg, I too had that happen in March, 
2002. The egg came from a flock of 
Rhode Island Reds that I bought from 
the local feed store in Upstate New 
York. I wrote to our local paper thinking 
it would make a good story with Easter 
coming but they never called back. Add 
one more to the list. 

David Gidzinski, New York

Gentleman Roosters?

I am wondering if there is any way 
(other than the “old days” technique 

of caponizing) to reduce or eliminate sex 
drive in a rooster? Although we enjoy 
the unique qualities a rooster provides, 
we have had unending problems with 

hens being over-used (de-feathered, 
then requiring sun block to undo severe 
sunburn, etc.).

I have read that frostbite of a rooster’s 
comb causes temporary infertility. I have 
been told that injecting a rooster’s comb 
with a certain drug or hormone will cause 
the same result. However, these are im-
practical methods, and in both instances 
the infertility would not necessarily 
equate to reduction in sex drive.

In Backyard Poultry’s April/May, 
2006 article, “Working with the Cocks 
in the Flock” (pg. 13), insightful author 
Harvey Ussery explains when selecting 
a cock there is one behavior you can 
look for in particular which he calls 
“dancing.” 

Basically Ussery explains that due to 
a poultry industry that does not rely on 
natural reproduction, continual selective 
breeding has almost completely elimi-
nated this “dancing” trait. He states that 
now modern cocks rarely express this 
gentleness but instead have a rather “crass 
manner with the ladies.” He references 
an author, Temple Grandin, and when I 
sought her animal behavior book from the 
library I was amazed to read a section en-
titled “Rapist Roosters.” Grandin confirms 
that through industry’s relentless pursuit 
to breed for broiler traits (rapid growth 
and size) there now remains breeds with 
behavior patterns that brutalize hens. She 
reminds us that this actually is not natural, 
as many modern-day chicken owners have 
understandably come to think.

This brings me to a second question. I 
would like to get a “dancing” rooster for 
my hens. Do you know which breed(s) 
still has the trait of dancing with the 
ladies? 

Gina, Virginia

As the old saying goes, “every rose 
has its thorns.” I don’t know of any way to 

do this without taking away the traits that 
make a rooster “a rooster.” These traits 
(crowing, mating, etc.) are mostly driven 
by testosterone, and methods to reduce it 
will likely take these away, too.

Adding more hens, to improve the 
rooster:hen ratio may help, though it also 
might not. Sometimes, they seem to have 
favorites that are still mated preferentially. 
Separating the rooster part of the time 
might be a viable option, depending on 
your circumstances. They really only need 
to mate about once a week to maintain 
good fertility. Sometimes, trimming the 
rooster’s claws can help, too. A dog nail 
clipper will work quite well for this.

Regarding the dancing and mating 
rituals, I’m not sure how much stock 
we should put in this. First, the chicken 
industry certainly does rely on “natural 
reproduction.” Artificial incubation of 
the eggs is used, but the mating is all 
natural. (Artificial insemination is used 
for commercial turkeys, however.) And 
breeders do put selection pressure on 
mating ability in the males. All the growth 
potential in the world isn’t worth much if 
you can’t produce chicks to grow. 

I’m not sure how much change, 
if any, has been made in the genetics 
of mating behavior. I have first-hand 
experience with commercial egg-strain 
roosters (those that are used to produce 
commercial layers), and they certainly 
dance with the hens here in our research 
lab. On the flip side, anyone who has 
been around mallard drakes (which have 
had little, if any, “industrial breeding” 
influence) can see the lack of courtship 
and rather brutal mating in vivid detail. 
Even if this gentler mating behavior has 
been lessened in commercial meat-type 
breeders, these birds are not generally 
available to the small flock owner, so it’s 
still not likely a direct concern to most 
of us. The commercial breeders couldn’t 

health: 

rOn kean

extensiOn pOultry specialist

university OF WiscOnsin-madisOn

the ansWer man

Ron Kean, “The Answer Man,” 
Extension Poultry Specialist, University 
of Wisconsin-Madison.
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have had any influence on the pure breeds 
available to small growers.

To sum up, I think most, if not all, 
breeds will do some “dancing.” I also 
think most, if not all, will do some mat-
ing without any prior courtship at times. 
A confined situation with several other 
males might affect the prevalence of 
each method.

Mixing New Birds With Flock

I wanted to write you a note to thank 
you for a terrific publication. I’ve been 

keeping a small flock (eight hens, two 
roosters) here in eastern West Virginia for 
over three years, and I still have a lot to 
learn. I have a Barred Rock hen that I had 
been trying to keep from going broody, 
so after reading Harvey Ussery’s article 
“Let Mama Do It” (June/July, 2006, page 
12) I decided to just let her have her way. 
She was sitting on a clutch of seven eggs 
and only two hatched but she and I both 
learned a lot, and next time I’m sure we’ll 
do better. And she’s a great mama! 

My only question is this: I let my 
chickens free range during the day, but 
put them in the coop at night. Right 
now the mama and babies are in their 
own small coop. I was wondering if I 
let them out if she’ll take the chicks into 
the big coop at night when I call them 
in. Should I make an area on the floor of 
my main coop for her and the chicks, or 
would I be better off leaving them in the 
small coop for a while? The main coop 
is more secure from predators (we have a 
lot of raccoons, foxes, coyotes, weasels,  
you get the idea) and I think my little 
brood would be healthier if they were 
free ranging, but there is no easy way 
to get them back into the small coop at 
night. Any suggestions would be greatly 
appreciated.

Teresa, West Virginia

If they have been in the small coop 
for a week or so, the hen likely will return 
there with the chicks each night. She will 
also probably keep them away from the 
older chickens for the most part. The 
older chickens may peck at the chicks if 
they get too close. If she does take them 
to the big coop, my main concern is that 
they’ll sleep on the floor under the roosts. 
This is not a very good place for them, 
due to the “deposits” coming from above! 

If you can make them a space that is away 
from the roosts, that would be okay. The 
nice thing then would be that they would 
know where to go when they get older. 
If you keep them in the small coop until 
they are mature, it will take some train-
ing to get them to go to the large coop 
later. So, I think I’d let the hen decide, as 
long as you are able to get them closed 
up tight at night (to prevent predation). 
Another alternative (if possible) might 
be to slowly move the small coop toward 
the large coop, so they will eventually get 
the safety of the large coop, and can still 
be somewhat protected from the other 
chickens.

Do African Geese Get 
Broody?

Thank you for such a wonderful maga-
zine. It is great to have a magazine 

dedicated to poultry and poultry lovers. 
Our little hobby farm started with 

two sheep and four chickens—a rooster 
and three hens. Now after eight years our 
farm has grown to 30 sheep, 12 goats 
(meat and milk), two tom turkeys, 13 
guineas, numerous chickens and four 
geese. 

After I hatched a dozen chicken eggs 
in my incubator I was hooked on chick-
ens. They each have their own personality 
and it makes me feel good to have all my 
chickens rush up to greet me—free rang-
ers and the ones in the chicken pen. 

Most of my chickens are in the 
chicken pen, but I do have about a dozen 
free-rangers. I used to let all chickens 
free-range until the foxes started visiting. 
I lost 10 of my best hens in one week. So 
out came the traps. We caught four foxes 
and shot two. Raccoons sometimes are a 
problem, but setting traps soon fixes it. 

I have a question about geese. I got 
my four geese last August—three grown 
and one gosling. All I was sure of are their 
breeds, now I know their sexes. Fred is 
my White Chinese gander, Angie and 
Charlotte are Africans and my Toulouse 
is a gander—I think. I named him Francis 
since that is a name for a boy or girl (just 
change the spelling). 

Are African geese broody? My girls 
have been laying eggs since mid Febru-
ary, but no matter how many eggs collect, 
they don’t seem interested in becoming 
broody. They lay in the barn in a corner. 

Build this backyard coop!  
Houses 4-5 chickens

Complete 
construction 
plans and  

photos 
 available.

Send $25 to:
Isthmus Handyman LLC

3633 Alpine Road • Madison, WI 53704
608-244-8473

e-mail: Im-handy@sbcglobal.net

Featured 
story in the 

Feb/Mar ʻ06 
issue
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I’ve been gathering the eggs, but now 
have been leaving them so maybe they 
will set. I hope future issues will have 
articles on geese and pigeons. 

Gayle, Mississippi

Your story about starting with a few 
birds (or animals in general) and grow-
ing, and growing, and growing is a clas-
sic one that is retold over and over again! 
They are definitely enjoyable. 

African geese (as well as other 
breeds) will generally go broody. You will 
probably want to leave the eggs in the 
nest next spring. This may help stimulate 
broody behavior. Also, I’m not sure how 
old your geese are. Geese are fairly slow 
to mature, and they may not go broody the 
first year of production. I’d expect better 
results next year.

Incubator Troubles

In the last couple of years a friend  and 
I got together and with her incubator I 

started hatching hen (chick) and guinea 
eggs. The first hatch was not too bad but 
the next three got worse with each one. 

The newly hatched (both keet and 
chick) would have spread-eagle-like legs 
they couldn’t use. Some would start to 
peck out of shell and die before getting 
out. I would get three to five healthy 
chicks out of 18. 

I checked the temperature and the 
moisture and the last time I turned them 
by hand every four to six hours every 
day. I was so disappointed when only six 
hatched out of 18 and three were what I 
call swimmers (legs out). I clean the in-
cubator with Clorox after each hatch. So 
what could be wrong? 

Rita, Missouri

Spraddle-legged chicks, or swim-
mers, can be caused by excessively 
smooth surfaces in the hatcher. You may 
want to put a layer of screen or some 
other rough surface down if this is the 
problem. More commonly, it is caused 
by a problem with temperature and hu-
midity. The temperature should be 99.5° 
F for an incubator with a fan, or about 
101.5° F for an incubator without a fan. 
You may also want to double check your 
thermometer against another one to make 
sure it is correct. Some thermometers 
can be off by a couple of degrees, and 

cause a lot of headaches. Also, if the 
temperature is too high, you may see 
navels that have not closed completely, 
or even some of the yolk sac that has not 
been fully absorbed.

Humidity is not quite as simple, but 
it can cause problems. We usually say it 
should be about 55-60% relative humid-
ity. If you can measure this directly, that 
is great. Another way to measure it is with 
a wet-bulb thermometer. This is like a 
regular thermometer, but you put a piece 
of wet wicking around the bulb. The drier 
the air is, the more water will evaporate 
from the wet wicking, and therefore, 
the lower the wet-bulb reading will be. 
When the dry-bulb temperature is 99.5°, 
you usually want a wet-bulb reading of 
about 83-86° F during incubation, and 
then about 85-88° F during hatching. 
The other problem with humidity is that 
the optimum humidity level can vary for 
different eggs. Eggs with very thin shells 
(or many or large pores) need higher 
humidity than those with thick shells (or 
with fewer or small pores). If you really 
want to gauge optimum humidity, the 
eggs need to lose about 12-15% of their 
weight during the incubation time. So, 
you can weigh the eggs when you put 
them in the incubator, and then weigh 
them at 18 or 19 days of incubation (for 
chicken eggs – about 24 or 25 for guinea 
eggs) and they should have lost 12-15% 
of their weight. This requires a fairly 
precise scale. I don’t propose that you 
do this all the time, but if you are hav-
ing hatchery problems, it’s a nice check. 
Finally, you should resist the temptation 
to open the incubator during hatching. 
Every time you open it, the humidity goes 
down and it takes a while for it to get back 
to good hatching levels.

I don’t think this sounds like a con-
tamination problem, but cleaning the 
incubator with a bleach solution is still 
always a good idea.

Getting Birds Back in the
Pen At Night

We have 17 free ranging chickens. 
We ordered some new chicks last 

spring, which are now three months old. 
At night our older chickens go into the 
coop to roost. But I have to catch every 
single younger one and put it in. I have 
tried many different ways to get them 

to roost at night in the chicken coop, 
but everything fails. As they have been 
staying outside all night, something has 
been eating them, and we don’t want to 
lose them all. When they start laying, I 
would like them to lay in the nest boxes 
in the coop. Do you have any suggestions 
for getting them to roost?

Mary, Montana (11 years old)

There are a few possibilities. Prob-
ably the first thing to check is whether 
or not the older chickens are actively 
discouraging the younger ones. Quite of-
ten, the new chicks are low on the pecking 
order and are afraid to go on the roost. 
If this is the case, you may want to try to 
add another roosting area. Depending 
on their breed, they may still be pretty 
immature at three months of age, too. 
You might also check that there is enough 
space for all of them to roost.

I’m not sure where the new chicks 
have been while they were younger. If 
they were in a brooder house, they may 
be trying to stay close to that area. If 
that’s the case, you might try keeping 
them enclosed in the new area for a few 
days, so they get used to it as “home.” 
Alternatively, if you catch them and move 
them in to the coop a few nights, they’ll 
usually get used to it and start going in 
on their own. It may seem like it’s taking 
forever to train them, but it will usually 
work after a few nights. If the brooder 
is portable, you could gradually move it 
closer to the coop, then eventually move 
it inside so they move there.

You are right in wanting to get them 
accustomed to the coop before they start 
to lay. Otherwise, they will try to find 
nests in other places, and this can be a 
real problem with predators.

Funny-Looking Dominiques 
& Worming Withdrawal Time

I raised a trio of Dominiques two years 
ago and have had fertility problems. 

I purchased 25 Dominique chicks from 
a hatchery this year. I was surprised to 
see that the birds I purchased had black 
striped legs but the birds that I had raised 
are white shanked. I noticed also that 
the cockerels are shaped considerably 
different from the ones I raised. Could 
the chicks I purchased be crossed with 
something? 
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Also after worming hens, how long 
should you wait before eating their eggs? 
I thank you for your time. 

Steve, Texas

According to the American Poultry 
Association Standard of Perfection, 
Dominiques should have yellow skin, 
shanks and feet. While I’m not exactly 
sure what the black striped legs look like, 
I think both groups would be disqualified 
from a show. If you aren’t planning to 
show them, you can keep whichever you 
like better or just ignore the leg color 
altogether. I’d give the same advice re-
garding the shape. As to whether they are 
crosses, it is certainly a possibility. Since 
poultry breeders don’t register pedigrees 
(like dogs or horses, for example), there 
really is no control over crossing between 
breeds or varieties. We hope that hatcher-
ies sell pure stock, but there really isn’t 
a control, other than their reputation. To 
further complicate this, many hatcheries 
are sourcing hatching eggs from various 
breeders, so they may have even less 
control over the purity. 

Regarding worming the hens, there 
are very few wormers that are labelled 
for egg-layers. If they are labelled, they 
should have withdrawal times on the 
label. If not, then the studies have likely 
not been done to determine safe with-
drawal times. 

For more information on worming poul-
try, refer to Gail Damerow’s article, “Intesti-
nal Worms” on page 30 of the Dec, 06/Jan, 07 
issue of Backyard Poultry. — Ed.

Will Fruit Slow Egg Laying?

I’ve seen and read how people give their 
laying hens fruit. They apparently love 

it, but I also read at a hatchery website 
that it is not good to feed laying hens fruit 
because it could cause them to stop laying 
for up to several weeks. I was wondering 
if that is true or not. Any information 
would be greatly appreciated. 

 Patrick, Tennessee 

I don’t know of anything specific about 
feeding fruit that should be a problem. As 
with any type of feed component, it’s not 
a balanced diet, so they need to eat other 
things, too. Fruits are typically pretty 
high in carbohydrate and low in protein, 
fat, etc. The pits of some fruits (apricots, 
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peaches, avocadoes, etc.) can contain 
some toxic compounds, but I don’t think 
chickens will eat the pits. Green potatoes 
and onions some times can be a problem, 
so I wouldn’t suggest feeding them.

Algae & Nutrition

I use well water with no additives. In just 
a few days a green algae will grow in my 

waterers and sometimes will obstruct free 
flow. I like to locate my water sources in 
different areas of my chicken yard. I keep 
my children, (chicken) in an area about 1/4 
acre up until 16 weeks then I allow them 
to free range on an acre. Then when they 
have learned where home is I give them 
access to 50 wooded acres. They never 
wander far and they know how to call me 
when they are in danger. They come to 
their coops every night. Sometimes when 
my wife and I are sitting in the yard some 
of the hens will come up to my wife for 
her to pick them up and talk to them. It is 
funny how they will get closer and closer 
and back up to her reach. Other hens get 
jealous and come to make sure they get 
their share of the attention. We enjoy our 
flock. How can I stop the algae without 
harming my chickens?

Chickens large and small cut back on 
their food consumption when I allow them 
out to range freely. Should I be concerned 
with them getting the proper nutrition from 
their free-range resources?

Andy via E-mail

I’ll make the assumption that you are 
watering in open troughs or pans. Algae 
need light and nutrients to grow. Since 
the waterers are outdoors, it’s difficult to 
change the light (though there are some 
covered waterers that might be worth 
considering). I’m a little concerned about 
what might be in your well water (nitrates, 
etc.) that would be providing nutrients, 
but maybe bird droppings, etc. falling in 
the waterers are providing these for the 
algae. If you are drinking from the well, 
you might want to get it checked for nitrate 
contamination.

Of course, cleaning more often is one 
option. You might want to have two sets of 
waterers so you can fill one and clean the 
other to get it ready for the next day. You 
might also try a little chlorine in the water. 
Using regular 5% chlorine bleach (sodium 
hypochlorite) and a small eyedropper, 3-4 

drops of bleach per gallon of water will 
be good. In open pans, the chlorine will 
dissipate very quickly, so this will be a 
short-term solution and should not be seen 
as a substitute for good cleaning.

With 50 acres of range, I imagine the 
chickens have plenty of access to bugs, 
worms, and lots of different plants and 
seeds. I doubt you need to worry about 
their diet. If your livelihood depended on 
their egg and/or meat production, you 
might want to monitor their diet more 
closely, but I don’t think it does.

Where Did Her Spots Go?

I have a hen, Delila, who is a Silver 
Spangled Hamburg. As you can see 

in the 2001 picture she has many black 
spots, but in the 2004 picture she’s 
white. For the last two years she’s been 
white except for the slight ghostly hint 
of gray spots on her breast. She seems 
very healthy. 

When I hatched five of her eggs not 
one chick had spots. In fact one rooster 
was snow white. This happened with 

The chicken tractor that 
works and lasts.

Quail Manufacturing • Partridge, KS 67566  

Call 620-567-3301
www.eggcartn.com

• Compact and easy to move
• Upper level provides space for feed, 
   water, two nests, and predator safe roosting
• Lower level is for scratching and grazing
• Measures 4ʼx 6  ̓and accommodates 12 hens
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Call 717-365-3694
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Gratz, PA 17030

FREE 
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a dark red father with speckled Sussex 
blood. 

Some people don’t believe she’s the 
same hen, but I swear she is. I’ve had other 
chickens whose color may have changed 
slightly, but never this drastically. So, 
where did her spots go? What made her 
turn white? Do you have any idea what 
happened? 

Debra, New England
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My first thought is that someone 
is playing a trick on you. I can’t really 
make it out in the picture, but it appears 
that the pure white hen may even have a 
single comb. 

However, if this can be ruled out, 
loss of pigmentation, or amelanosis, 
definitely occurs in chickens. In dif-
ferent cases, causes have been shown 
to include tumors, endocrine malfunc-
tions, and even genetic mutations. In 
some cases, the loss of pigmentation 
was due to an autoimmune disease, 
where the body destroyed the cells re-
sponsible for producing melanin.

A line of chickens (called the Smyth 
line, or the DAM [delayed amelanosis]) 
was kept at the University of Massachu-
setts for many years and was studied in 
great detail. These chicken lines would 
start out pigmented and then gradually 
lose all color. They were used as a model 
for a human disease called vitiligo, 
which also is characterized by a loss of 
pigmentation. The Smyth line chickens 
also had a greater incidence of blind-
ness due to the loss of pigmentation in 
the eyes.

 Check for Vétoquinol
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For more information visit our websites.
• New Egg Cartons

 • Incubators and Parts • Brooders 
• Pasture Pens • Equipment 

• Medications • Nests • Leg Bands 
• Vitamins • Books 
and much more!!

BEST PRICES on:
FREE

shipping on orders 
over $50!

Poultrymanʼs Supply Company
520 Agawam Road • Winchester, KY 40391

Call or visit us online at:

859-745-4944
www.poultrymansupply.com



27February/March, 2007

By darOld r.J. stensOn

WashingtOn

A hen can become egg bound, 
having an impacted oviduct 
because of a partial or complete 

paralysis of the oviduct muscles or by a 
partial twisting of the oviduct itself. The 
unlaid egg or eggs become lodged in the 
oviduct and the oviduct then becomes 
atonic and is unable to expel them. As 
the eggs accumulate they can cause 
a gross distension of the oviduct and 
abdomen of the affected hen. This hen 
will die if the problem is not detected 
and doctored, as the situation will very 
seldom fix itself. 

When not detected early enough, 
many times the hen will be lost due to 
the egg impaction. Then when a nec-
ropsy is performed the oviduct is often 
found to be filled with semi-dry eggshell 
concentrates because the hen’s body had 
reabsorbed the fluid part of the egg and 
had left the solid eggshell components to 
impact the oviduct.

It Happens to All Species of Birds
This impaction of the oviduct can 

happen in all species of birds from finch, 
to chicken, to ostrich! I have had the 
most problems with the exotic, endan-
gered species of pheasant. Usually this 
problem occurs when a hen is too small, 
too young, too overweight, or not in the 
best of health as she attempts to lay her 
eggs. When these hens attempt to lay their 
eggs, besides the danger of impaction, 
they then have the potential to develop a 
prolapsed oviduct from straining during 
or following the laying process. This 
condition can lead to cannibalism and 
usually death when other birds start to 
peck at the affected area. As luck would 
have it this rare ailment usually happens 
to your rarest, most favorite or your most 
expensive species of hen. So, to save 
these afflicted hens you will need to have 
a definite plan of action. 

A Plan of Action

First you need to be able to quickly 
identify the problem. Your stricken hen 
will look very stressed and out of sorts. 
She will walk kind of stiff-legged with 
her feathers all bunched up. As she moves 

Avian female anatomy. Courtesy of John Parrish, University of Wisconsin Animal 
Science.

away from you her tail feathers will prob-
ably be down and partially spread out. 
She will look and move like she has been 
kicked between her legs! 

You will need to capture her as 
quickly and as gently as possible. Be 
very careful not to stress her out any 
further or to squeeze her too tightly as 
you pick her up and carry her to a dark-
ened and draft-proof room that should 
be fairly isolated and well prepared for 
this situation. 

In your avian E.R., you should have a 
heat lamp of about 150 watts suspended 
about 18 inches above the floor. The lamp 

Detecting & Alleviating Egg 
Binding in Avian Females
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will serve two purposes. The heat will calm 
and comfort your ailing hen and it will radi-
ate heat into your bird’s body that will help 
her to increase her own body’s temperature. 
Comfort, security, and warmth are the starts 
of most avian curealls. Make sure that your 
lamp is not hanging too high or too low so 
that it can do its job properly. 

If she will eat give her grain or a 
commercial feed that has been soaked 
or liberally sprayed with a food grade 
vegetable oil. My favorite is a combina-
tion wheat germ/vitamin E combination 
of oils, but any vegetable oil will work in 
an emergency. Give her as much as she 
will eat and no other food of any kind, but 
give her all of the water that she wants to 
drink. You should also add vitamins and 
electrolytes to the water for her.

If she can’t or won’t eat, as will prob-
ably be the case, you might have to gently 
tube a thin mash and oil mixture into her. 
This should be done only as a last resort 
and then as carefully as possible because 
often times the fuss that is caused by the 
tube’s insertion can cause her bound up 
eggs to break. Then you risk the definite 
possibility of infections and if a yolk 
should rupture before it has entered the 
oviduct, peritonitis can set in.

Most of the time, after the heat has 
calmed, comforted, and relaxed the hen and 
the oil mash mixture had been absorbed and 
has lubricated her system, she should pass 
the offending egg or eggs within 12 to 24 
hours. The eggs can be soft-shelled, extra 
large, very misshaped, or even perfectly 
normal. If the eggs appear normal and 
intact you should immediately set them 
into your incubator as the embryos within 
the eggs have probably already started to 
develop because they were confined within 
the hen’s body and under the heat lamp for 
longer than the natural time.

I have used this method on a number 
of turkeys and pheasants, even an ostrich 
and a rhea hen that were suffering from 
egg impaction problems, and I have saved 
the majority of my patients. Luckily this 
problem does not occur very often, but 
when it does, the key to having a positive 
outcome in these situations is to be able 
to quickly recognize the problem, then to 
act quickly to treat it.

Good luck in your hatching endeavors. 
Hopefully you will never have to make 
practical use of this information!

United States Department of Agriculture
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

LOOK FOR SIGNS OF ILLNESS
Watch for signs of disease or unexpected deaths
among your birds.

PRACTICE BIOSECURITY
Take a few simple steps: Disinfect shoes, clothes, 
and equipment. Wash your hands carefully. Keep 
other birds and people away from your birds.

REPORT SICK BIRDS
Call your local cooperative extension office, veterinarian, 
State Veterinarian or USDA Veterinary Services toll free 
at 1–866–536–7593.

Protect
Your Birds:
What You Need to Know

Free 2007 Biosecurity Calendar
To order, e-mail birdbiosecurity@aphis.usda.gov

You can find out more on Backyard Biosecurity by visiting: www.aphis.usda.gov/vs

backyard_poultry_B&W_Calendar_FA.qxp  10/24/06  3:37 PM  Page 1

Pickwick Poultry Processing Equipment
Go online or call for your FREE catalog!

www.knasecoinc.com • 800-808-3335

Knase Company, Inc. • 7887 Fuller Rd., Suite 116 • Eden Prairie, MN 55344
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February/March, 2007
Backyard 

Poultry
Photo Contest Winner

And the 2006 Photo Contest 
Winner Is...

Send Your Photo(s) Today!
Photo Contest Guidelines

Each issue’s winner will be displayed in
the position of  honor—on the front cover of the magazine!

Photos must relate in some way to poultry or their products. No limit on 
number of entries. Attach your name, address, phone number or e-mail and 
photo caption or description to each photo (not on the front, please).

Backyard Poultry retains the right to publish and/or reproduce any 
and all photos submitted in future issues or publicity, with or without 
mention of source.

To have your photos returned, please include a self-addressed stamped 
envelope.

Each issue’s winning entry will be placed in a gallery of finalists, to 
be announced in the February/March, 2008 issue. First prize—$50; 2nd 
prize—$30; 3rd prize—$20.

Send your entry to: Backyard Poultry Photo Contest, 145 Industrial Dr., 
Medford, WI 54451; or e-mail photos in jpg format to byp@tds.net.

First place by
Greg Hutson, Tennessee.

Second place by
Mary Beth Bellah, 

Virginia.

Third place by
Donna Clawson, 

Washington.

We asked you, the readers, to select your favorite cover in choosing the prize 
winners for last year’s photo contest. 

We received many votes, and the April/May, 2006 cover photo by Greg Hutson, 
Tennessee was the overwhelming choice by nearly 70%. 

Coming in second was the June/July, 2006 cover photo by Mary Beth Bellah, 
Virginia and a close third was August/September, 2006 cover photo by Donna 
Clawson, Washington.

Photo of a Barred Plymouth Rock by 
Christy Allen, Oregon.

Kristy tells us, “This is ‘Bull,’ named 
by my son. Bull has passed on now but 
was one of the nicest roosters we’ve 
ever had and he looked so handsome in 
the snow.” 

Her family sells eggs to friends at 
church and uses the money for special 
school events. They also donate their 
extra money to community projects. 
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By karen Black

american pastured pOultry prOducers 
assOciatiOn (apppa)

36475 nOrtOn creek rd.
BlOdgett, Or 97326 

WWW.apppa.Org; grit@apppa.Org 
(541) 453-4557

Make Pastured Poultry Pay
• By collecting eggs daily, my husband, 
Robert, gets away from his desk and out 
for some exercise.
• By washing and packing eggs, my son 
earns his pocket money.
• Selling eggs at the farmers market gives 
us cash every week.
• And our customers praise our eggs to 
their friends!

Sell a Premium Product…
The first rule of making poultry pay is 

to sell a premium product. The first step 

to ensuring a premium product is to give 
the birds access to pasture.

Poultry and eggs raised on pasture 
taste better than those raised in confine-
ment. Why? It’s the diet. 

You can see the difference. The 
darker, orange yolk of a hen on pasture 
has a more intense flavor. It also is higher 
in beta carotene, a vitamin A precursor, 
which gives the yolk its color. Research 
at Penn State and tests of free-range eggs 
reported to Mother Earth News show that 
those eggs are higher in vitamin A and E 
and Omega-3 fatty acids, while lower in 
cholesterol than store eggs.

Chickens will eat just about anything, 
and giving them access to a pasture 
“salad bar” in addition to their feed adds 
vitamins, minerals, protein and essential 
fats, all of which show up in their eggs 
or flesh. 

Pasture is not only good for the chick-

ens; chickens, managed correctly, are 
good for the pasture. Hens are brilliant 
at finding and eating small seeds, insects, 
and tender grass and leaves. Their manure 
leaves behind a healthy shot of nitrogen, 
potassium and phosphorus. The trick is 
to move the hens before the pasture has 
been pecked and scratched to death. 

In any event, starting up a poultry 
business with portable housing on pasture 
is far cheaper than a standard commercial 
operation. Scaling up from a few to a few 
hundred chickens is well within a small 
business’ budget.

Chickens on pasture are a lot more 
pleasant to be around, too. It’s rare for 
problems like feather-picking or bullying 
to escalate into cannibalism when the 
victim has plenty of room to keep away 
from the aggressor. And while nervous 
breeds like Leghorns are never going 
to be friendly, their aloof demeanor on 

Pasturing Poultry
A Viable Option For the Small-Scale Farmer

Financial OppOrtunities: 
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pasture is much easier to deal with than 
panicky flapping in an enclosed house!

Finally, pastured poultry fit in very 
well with grazing animals. Joel Salatin 
uses his hens to follow his grazing cattle. 
They break up the manure, eat the fly 
larvae, and spread the fertility around. 
He gets twice as much benefit from the 
same land.

For all the benefits of pasturing 
poultry, there are problems that need to 
be addressed as well. 

Predators, large and small, can be 
a problem. Four-footed predators can 
be deterred by electric fencing, while 
Charles Ritch in Alabama has found 
that overhead strings that force hawks 
to swerve during an attack run give 
his birds enough warning to keep them 
safe. Wild birds like crows can be a 
nuisance, stealing eggs and feed. Para-
sites such as roost mites can weaken 
your hens, so prevention is the best 
medicine here.

In cold-winter areas, you’ll have 
several months where the hens can’t get 
at green plants. During that time, mov-
ing the hens to winter quarters with an 
open-front, covered yard bedded in straw 
is traditional. Make alfalfa or clover hay 
available, and they will get much of the 
benefit of pasture despite the season.

…At a Premium Price
Many people have a preference for 

pasture-raised poultry and eggs, and 
will pay a premium price for a premium 
product. If you are to stay in business, 
your price must cover your expenses, 
pay for replacement hens and equipment, 
and clear enough to pay you a wage good 
enough that you’re not tempted to find a 
job at Wal-Mart instead. 

How much are expenses? For Norton 

Creek Farm, a dozen eggs costs roughly 
$1.50, including raising the pullets, feed, 
equipment, and carton. With a wholesale 
price of $3.20 (retail $4.00), the rest 
covers the labor involved in collecting, 
cleaning, packing, and selling the eggs. 
Like any business, it’s necessary to keep 
records of one’s income, expenses and 
labor. 

A part-time poultry business is a fine 
sideline to other farm enterprises or a 
profitable part-time business for a kid 
or an at-home parent. Robert finds that 
collecting eggs twice a day gives him a 
much-needed break from office work.

Which Comes First?
For most of us, eggs are the logical 

first step. Selling eggs off the farm is 
a traditional way for someone with a 
few extra dozen to make a little money. 
Other methods are subscription (either 
picked up or delivered on a certain day), 
farm stands, CSAs, farmers markets and 
restaurant and store sales. 

At each venue, your customer in-
creasingly expects you to have eggs 
available all year. Since hens lay better 
in the spring, and the older hens will stop 
laying entirely in the fall, plan to add 
pullets so they start laying from July on. 
With the Corvallis Farmers Market run-
ning until Thanksgiving, it is worthwhile 
for Norton Creek Farm to start several 

Pasture is not only good for the chickens; chickens can be good for the pasture, too. 
This Norton Creek Farm pasture shows the manured background and non-manured 
in foreground. 

batches of chicks from March to June, 
so they will start laying between July 
and October. After trying several variet-
ies of heritage breeds, we’ve found that 
the best birds for us are the commercial 
Red Sex-Link (brown eggs) and Leghorn 
crosses (white eggs).

It may be that farm eggs in your area 
commonly sell for unreasonably low 
prices. These are usually not pastured 
eggs, and when you can show the real 
difference that comes from having hens 
on pasture, the customers who care for 
the best will become your customers. 

Pasture-raised broilers can be quite 
profitable, but I wouldn’t recommend 
them as a first poultry project, as they 
are a bit tricky to raise, butchering will be 
slow and frustrating at first, and regula-
tions for selling meat are more restrictive 
than eggs. Finding someone in my area 
who raised meat birds and helping with 
butchering taught me a lot.

How about other poultry? Turkey, 
duck, goose, quail and pheasant are 
specialized niches that may be worth 
trying, once you’re fully conversant with 
chickens.

Gimme Shelter!
Everybody’s seen a permanent chick-

en yard. No matter how large the yard, 
the area near the house is invariably over-
manured, overgrazed, and bare of plants. 

Anyone who has raised chickens on grass 
knows the eggs are deeply colored when 
compared to the pale store egg—use this 
point to promote your products.
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This unfortunate situation is often what 
people think of as “free range.” Instead, 
build your house so it can be moved away 
from the manure. As a bonus, you won’t 
have to shovel.

There are as many types of portable 
houses as there are people who build 
them, but they can be roughly split into 
the hand-movable and the machine-mov-
able. The former are usually used for 
pasture pens in the style of Joel Salatin; 
moved daily, the chickens are on fresh 
grass each day and their manure is 
evenly spread over the field. Chickens 
in machine-movable houses use an area 
around the house as well as inside. When 
that area needs a rest, the house and its 
surrounding fence is moved to a fresh 
area. 

Movable electric fencing gives you 
the flexibility to size the chickens’ area 
depending on the available pasture and 
number of chickens. When we move 
eight-week-old pullets out to pasture, we 
fence off part of the hens’ pasture with 
20-inch garden netting (available from 
Premier or Kencove) to keep the hens 
away from the youngsters until they’ve 
had a week or so on pasture. It prevents 
hens from getting into the chicks’ new 
house and scaring the chicks into piles 
in the corner.

To find out more
Ø	 The American Pastured Poultry 

Producers Association has members 
across the U.S. and the world. Find out 
more at www.apppa.org.
Ø	 ATTRA has several publica-

tions of interest to pasture poultry rais-
ers: http://www.attra.ncat.org/livestock.
html#Poultry
Ø	 The PasturePoultry email list at 

Yahoo (groups.yahoo.com) has a wealth 
of information about pasture.
Ø	 Mother Earth News has some 

nutritional data on free-range eggs: http://
www.motherearthnews.com/eggs.
Ø	 Jean Nick has a three-part article 

on getting started with chickens on the 
New Farm website: http://www.newfarm.
org/features/2005/0605/pasturechix/in-
dex.shtml.
Ø	 Robert Plamondon has informa-

tion on free-range practices and Norton 
Creek Press (books on poultry subjects): 
www.plamondon.com.
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By elaine Belanger

Wal-Mart recently announced 
the addition of many “or-
ganic” foods to their stores. 

The buzz words surrounding America’s 
food include “locally-grown, organic, 
naturally-raised, free-range, chemical-
free.” The average American consumes 
more than 85 pounds of chicken per year 
and many of them now want healthier, 
more natural foods for the table. 

Enos Hoover, Sunny-Side Meadows 
farm, appears to have been ahead of the 
curve on this new craze. 

In 2002, while raising dairy cattle 
on his farm, Enos began searching for a 
way to improve the income of the dairy 
farm, and to see the profit returns in a 
more timely fashion. He read the book, 
You Can Farm, by Joel Salatin. After 
Enos finished reading this book,  he 
read Pastured Poultry Profit$, also by 
Joel Salatin and his farm plans would 
soon change drastically. He immediately 
began raising broilers by the free-range 
method described in Pastured Poultry 
Profit$. 

On Enos’ 40-acre property (he rents 
an additional 20 acres for crops), he raises 
beef cattle, pigs, rabbits, turkeys, ducks 
and chickens on pasture. The cattle take 
down the tall grass, with weight gains 
up to four pounds per day. The poultry 
follow the cattle in pens, which he moves 
daily. At about eight to 10 weeks, the 
birds are slaughtered, processed and sold 
to customers. He and his family were 
seeking a method to work on the farm 
full-time, and for them, this works. 

How It’s Done
Enos raises his poultry—and other 

animals—based almost exclusively 
on Joel’s book. When questions come 
up, he goes “back to the book, it’s in 
there.”

Enos buys 1,000-2,000 straight-run, 
day-old Cornish Cross, Comets and 
Buff Orpingtons from the hatchery. (He 
buys from Mt. Healthy Hatchery, www.
mthealthy.com because it is close and he 
has always received healthy birds with 
low mortality rates.) The quantity of birds 
purchased is based simply on pre-orders 
from customers. Enos occasionally runs 
advertisements in the local papers, but 

most orders come from previous custom-
ers and word of mouth. 

The chicks are kept indoors on deep 
litter for two to three weeks, then moved 
to pasture. The indoor bedding used for 
the chicks is the same concept as was de-
scribed by Jean Nick in the sidebar article 
on page 43 of the Dec/Jan 07 issue. The 
deep litter brooder generates a low-level 
heat. The pack is about six inches deep. 
The bedding offers natural heat, so un-
less the spring is exceptionally cold little 
additional heat from brooder lighting is 
needed. He uses shavings, not sawdust, 
because the chicks will eat the sawdust 
and then he sees a higher mortality rate. 

Sunny-Side Meadows
A Fine Example of Pasturing Animals

for Profit & Peace of Mind 

“Homegrown, no chemicals or hormones” welcomes the customers to Sunny-Side 
Meadows. Promoting the benefits of “healthy” food products has customers flocking 
to the farm.
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Enos mixes his own feeds and uses the 
same feed from day 1 to slaughter. He 
offers free choice feed. Some growers 
state this will give the birds bad/weak 
legs because of the rapid growth but Enos 
finds that if they are free-ranged and get 
exercise, this does not happen. 

His feed mix includes soybeans, oats, 
corn, sea kelp, lime, calcium, fishmeal 
and sand for grit. He only grinds enough 
feed for a week at a time, which keeps 
the feed fresh and free from mold and 
loss of vitamins. 

The chickens are caged in pens (50 
birds per cage) and the cages are moved 
daily around the pastures. He states that 
when he first began this pasturing meth-
od, one of his fields had lots of thistles but 
after three years, the thistles gave way to 
lush grass with no required seeding. 

The birds are offered free-range feed 
and water at all times, and Enos estimates 
the birds get about 30% of their food from 
the pasture. 

The turkeys are let out of the cages to 
free range during the day, and put in the 
cages at night for protection. He raises 
about 45-50 turkeys each year, again 
based on pre-sold orders. 

Going Forward
At the beginning of his plan, he raised 

only cattle and chickens. Once he had an 
established clientele, he began adding 
“value-added” products if he could find 
that they fit well with the current plan and 
didn’t require much, if any, additional 
up-front costs. These products included 
rabbits, pork and beef cuts. He added deer 
processing this fall, and has yet to see 

how that will work. Since he already had 
all the processing equipment, this only 
required adding a winch to the plan. 

Enos has a custom processing plant 
on his homestead. He is licensed for poul-
try and pork processing but his product 
is not inspected, and his packaging must 
say so. To be “inspected” a licensed in-
spector must be on site during the entire 
butchering process. This is not necessary 
for customer-direct sales. When custom-
ers come to the farm to pick up their 

The Egg-mobile—a converted hay 
wagon—serves as the shelter for Enos’ 
free-ranged egg layers. They get much 
of their diet from grass and bugs, and, 
according to Enos, “may be the happiest 
chickens in the world.”

The first few weeks of life are spent on 
deep litter flooring—a natural source of 
heat and critters to keep the chicks busy 
and healthy. 

Enos’ poultry version of “Home on the range.” These portable, floor-less field shelters 
protect the poultry from fox, hawks, eagles, and numerous other predators.

Above: A simple wooden box holds the 
feed,  kept near the shelters for quick and 
easy access. 

Below: A five-gallon watering system 
works great for the pens. A water hose 
fills a 100-gallon trough where pails are 
filled daily.

The nest boxes are accessible by lifting the 
metal covers. 

The Hoovers also raise beef and pork with 
the free-range method as part of their 
marketing plan.
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product, he is happy to show them the 
entire operation, and keeps a clean, safe 
environment for them to see. 

He also offers frozen beef and pork 
on-site, and finds that once a customer 
has tasted the pastured poultry, they are 
also eager to buy his other products. 
(Over and over again.)

Enos sells his whole fryers and 
roasters for $1.85/pound dressed, aver-
aging 4-5 pounds each. This compares 
to generally under $1.00/pound at the 
grocery store, and boneless, skinless 
breasts are $7.99/pound compared to 
$4.99/in-store. He gets $2.75/pound for 
cut up chickens, and also offers whole 
ducks and geese.

The prices could be—and in many 
areas of the country are—much higher, 
and does not seem to affect customers’ 
desire to purchase natural, chemical-free 
meats. 

As Joel Salatin states in his book, 
Pastured Poultry Profit$, regarding the 
poultry industry, “If there were an al-
ternative—cleanly, humanely produced 
poultry—consumers would flock to it, 
no pun intended.”

Enos places his focus on “local” prod-
ucts and strives to provide the best food 
he can. He finds this lifestyle gives him 
personal satisfaction, and his customers 
are very pleased. This is proven again 
each spring when customers flock back 
to his farm for more, and they bring a 
friend too. 

To reach Sunny-Side Meadows, 
write to W7256 Elm Ave., Dorchester, 
WI 54425. Look throughout this issue 
for other articles related to pasturing 
poultry.

Every year in America, 25 million pounds of antibiotics are fed to cattle, hogs and 
chickens. Enos is happy to say that not a single drop of antibiotics, drugs or hormones 
are used on his farm—and his customers are happy about it too.

Enos and his able assistant, son John Aaron, move the 12-15 poultry pens daily.

By propping the pen, turkeys are free-ranged during the day and return to the shelters 
in the evening. These birds are pre-ordered by customers and can dress out at up to 40  
pounds. 

One of the last (but certainly not least) 
steps of on-farm marketing efforts is, 
of course, ringing up the customer’s 
purchases.
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Raising Poultry on Pasture. Ten Years 
of Success; edited by Jody Padgham; 
246 pp, indexed, $39.95; The American 
Pastured Poultry Producers Associa-
tion; APPPA, 36475 Norton Creek Rd., 
Blodgett, OR 97326; www.apppa.org

revieWed By Jd Belanger

editOr emeritus

According to this book, the way 
to learn about any small farm-
ing practice is to “read every 

book you can find and then throw all the 
books away.”

This one might be an exception. Not 
because it lays down rules you’ll return to 
again and again. On the contrary, it plain-
ly shows that when it comes to pastured 
poultry there are no rules, only ideas. And 
this book is packed with them.

One reason is that it’s a compilation 
of the American Pastured Poultry Pro-
ducers Association newsletter, APPPA 

GRIT! This means it was written by a 
number of authors with varying situa-
tions, experiences, and viewpoints. It 
also means it was written over a period 
of years, during which even the authors 
themselves learned and sometimes 
changed their minds about the best ways 
of doing things. The earliest articles offer 
good basic information; later ones update 
that info; and together they show how the 
art and science of pasturing poultry has 
grown in a short time.

And that’s the biggest reason of all 
that there are no rules, but plenty of 
concepts: pastured poultry raisers are 
pioneers who are brimming over with 
inventive ideas and a willingness, even 
an eagerness, to experiment. Maybe it 
takes a bunch of rebels to go up against 
the likes of Tyson and Perdue, but if 
there will ever be a new set of rules or 
a pastured poultry status quo, it’s a long 
way off.

Perhaps it sounds odd to refer to 
pasturing poultry in the 21st century as 
“pioneering.” Didn’t our great-grand-
mothers get their egg money with free-
range chickens? It takes only a brief scan 
of this book to show that Great-grandma 
was a babe in the woods compared with 
modern practitioners. Although she might 
have been a good manager for her time, 
compared with modern pastured poultry 
hers was a kind of benign neglect. (The 
differences between free-range and pas-
tured poultry, neither of which is neces-
sarily organic, are also discussed.)

In spite of the gulf between Great-
grandma and today’s APPPA members, 
this is only the beginning. 

Anyone familiar with Joel Salatin’s 
Pastured Poultry Profit$ and Andy Lee’s 
The Chicken Tractor knows creative 
thinking and innovation are as natural to 
pastured poultry people as scratching for 

bugs is to their birds. Both Salatin and 
Lee have articles in this book, but they 
have plenty of company in the pioneer-
ing department. To date, there has been 
much emphasis on housing, with a wide 
variety of design ideas to choose from 
and more coming along all the time. But 
these poultry raisers are also taking a hard 
look at genetics (the “standard” Cornish 
cross is far from an ideal pasture bird) 
to medications and feed formulations 
to marketing. Some are even tweaking 
the philosophy! Clearly, this branch of 
agriculture has a long way to go. Just as 
obviously, many people are paving the 
way to a future where pastured poultry 
will be widely regarded as the ideal—not 
only for birds and consumers, but also 
for farmers.

Raising Poultry on Pasture is divided 
into 13 chapters, ranging from very basic 
chick-raising advice to such items as 
protecting your business through legal 
structuring and insurance. Everything is 
brief and informal and almost like chat-
ting with a neighbor.

There’s a lot of good information on 
two of the toughest problems facing small 
commercial flock owners: marketing, and 
processing. 

One rather unusual but very inter-
esting and valuable touch is a series of 
“APPPA Producer Profiles” and “APPPA 
Business Member Profiles” sprinkled 
throughout the book. These interviews 
with people who are actually involved 
with various aspects of pastured poultry 
provide additional depth and insight and 
a personal touch.

Pastured Poultry Profit$ probably 
still stands as the must-read book in this 
field, if only because it was the first. 
Raising Poultry on Pasture runs a close 
second, and would no doubt serve many 
prospective chicken farmers just as well 
in terms of the basics. The broader and 
more up-to-date perspective is a plus.

Most people who raise poultry for 
meat or eggs, even just for home use, will 
find many items of interest in this book. 
But anyone thinking of raising poultry 
commercially should consider it required 
reading. 

Raising Poultry on Pasture. Ten Years 
of Success is available from the Backyard 
Poultry Bookstore on page 52 or see the 
special book offer on page 37.

BOOk revieW: 

Raising Poultry on 
Pasture

Ten Years of Success
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Pastured Poultry Profit$, Joel Salatin, 
Polyface, Route 1, Box 281, Swoope, VA 
24479. 330 pp. $30.

reprinted With permissiOn FrOm

university OF neBraska 
lincOln extensiOn

As an agricultural producer, would 
you like to have more control 
over your financial destiny? If 

you would like to avoid the dilution of 
your management decisions by those 
decisions made in Washington or some 
corporate headquarters which tend to 
channel profits away from production ag-
riculture, then you need to consider read-
ing the book Pastured Poultry Profit$ by 
Joel Salatin.

Salatin’s model of production of pas-
tured broilers using value-added direct 
marketing encompasses profitability, 
environmental responsibility and com-
munity involvement. The book can also 
be used as a recipe for persons unfamiliar 
with growing, processing or marketing 
broilers.

His procedures are based on years of 
experience with the development of this 

system. Consequently, most of the “bugs” 
have been eliminated from the system. 
For persons wanting to try this approach, 
it would be a good idea to adopt the con-
cept as he describes it and only then make 
adaptations as you find items that may 
improve your individual situation.

The book contains chapters on the 
reasons and advantages of the pasture 
system over conventional housing meth-
ods, information on general management, 
feed rations, and building pasture struc-
tures. There is considerable description 
of the value-added processing procedure, 
and handling resulting wastes.

One of the most exciting aspects of 
this system is how it is an asset to the 
environment rather than a liability. Ma-
nure is immediately and directly applied 
to the land in a quantity that soil biology 
can handle. It avoids the many problems 
associated with conventional animal 
systems that have large concentrations 
of animals on small land areas for long 
periods of time.

The concept of direct marketing at the 
farm, otherwise known as “relationship” 
marketing, is the crowning achievement of 
this system. Loyal customers include close 
neighbors as well as a substantial number 
from 50 to over 100 miles away. 

Joel has found a ready market due to 
the advantages his customers see over 
conventionally raised and slaughtered, 
store-bought broilers. Most of all they 
prefer the quality, taste and non-feed-
ing of antibiotics in the ration for his 
broilers.

This book is a must for young per-
sons, or persons “young at heart,” who 
are interested in a system of production 
that offers more “fun” in farming along 
with profitability, environmental respon-
sibility, and community enhancement.

Pastured Poultry Profit$ is available 
from the Backyard Poultry Bookstore on 
page 52 or consider the special double 
book offer on this page.

Pastured Poultry
Profit$

BOOk revieW: 

Pastured Poultry 
Profit$

A volume of experiences and viewpoints from 
the American Pastured Poultry Producers As-
sociation, and Joel Salatin’s original pastured 
poultry “bible.” 576 pages of knowledge for 
the combined price of only $49.95!

Buy both books and 
SAVE $20.00!

Name_______________________________

Address_____________________________

City, State, Zip________________________

Payment enclosed
Please charge my credit card 

Raising Poultry 
on Pasture

Backyard Poultry Bookstore
145 Industrial Drive, Medford, WI 54451

Or call toll-free: 800-551-5691

 $69.95Regular price:

Your price:  Only $49.95!

#________________________Exp.________
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Special Offer

     Yes, please send me both books 
for $49.95 plus $2.50 postage & 
handling. ($52.45). 

Mail to:

Order Yours Today!

 Ducks, Goslings, Cornish Rock, 
Rare breeds.

9749 500th Ave., Miles, IA 52064
563-682-7865

www.Schlechthatchery.com

Over 50 Years in Business.

Schlecht Farm & Hatchery
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          Hen        Cock

First Generation        1/2 hen      1/2 cock
Second Generation
Hen to son
Cock to daughter         3/4 hen      3/4 cock
Third Generation
Hen to grandson
Cock to grandaughter  7/8 hen      7/8 cock
Fourth Generation
Hen to great-grandson
Cock to great-grand
daughter           15/16 hen  15/16 cock

By dr. charles r. h. everett

secretary/treasurer, sppa
With craig russell, president, sppa

In the April/May, 2006 issue of Back-
yard Poultry Craig Russell wrote 
an article with Dick Demansky and 

Christine Heinrichs titled “Traditional 
Breeding Programs for the Home Flock.” 
This article included information on 
breeding out-and-out. For those of us 
involved in preservation, the rolling-mat-
ing system as advocated by Russell and 
the clan-mating system as advocated by 
Demansky are basic. However, there are 
still other systems that can be utilized by 
the preservationist in strategic ways. 

My personal research in breeding has 
led me to begin gathering and collect-
ing articles and books by cockfighters 
(cockers) of long ago. These men of the 
past preserved several different breeds 
of chickens for hundreds, possibly even 
thousands, of years. During that time they 
maintained type and vigor to an unpar-
alleled degree. It is my belief that their 
methods of breeding should be examined 
in detail to be utilized by the modern 
preservationist. Let me add, however, 
that this article is not an endorsement 
or defense of cockfighting; neither will 
I belittle them in any manner. Instead, 
it is a heartfelt acknowledgement to 
men who perfected the art of breeding 

chickens. Further, I believe the modern 
preservationist can learn much more from 
the breeding techniques of cockers than 
he/she can from textbooks on commercial 
poultry breeding. It should go without 
saying that at all times you must select for 
vigor and type regardless of the breeding 
system utilized. Cocker Tan Bark states, 
“Good breeding is only a matter of intel-
ligent selection of brood fowl….”1

What the old time cockers strove 
for was prepotency. They desired to be 
able to predict with reasonable accuracy 
the outcome of any particular mating. 
For this reason, no cocker worth his 
salt would have consistently used the 
out-and-out system. Granted, at times 
they did cross, but very carefully. Their 
records consistently indicate that when 
they did cross they did so using the 
same strain of fowl they were hoping to 
improve. Of course, they were looking 
for gameness, but using their methods a 
breeder can breed for type, fertility, egg 
production, etc.

The system I would introduce was 
utilized by William Morgan, of Morgan 
Whitehackle fame, and some of the 
English cockers. It is a form of breed-
ing known as “3 times in and once out.” 
This system was used to produce, in 
cockers’ terms, a “pure strain.” The fol-
lowing chart will explain how the system 
works.

Breeding
Options

Dr. Everett and his Black Red Malgache (Madagascar Game) cockerel at eight months 
old and weighing 7-1/2 lbs!

Breeding: 

Now in the 5th generation you breed 
the 15/16 hen to the 15/16 cock. Then, 
choosing the best hen(s) and cock(s) you 
begin again.2 C. A. Finsterbusch recom-
mends the same breeding strategy in his 
famous book Cockfighting All Over the 
World, pages 152—153. If they chose 
to continue line breeding, these fowl 
were what they termed “seed stock.” 
Seed stock was never pitted. Instead, 
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they were crossed to a different strain to 
produce their “battle cocks.” Battle cocks 
were never used in breeding pens if this 
system were employed. Or, at this point 
you choose the three to five best hens and 
begin the clan mating system.

Alva Campbell who created the 
“Campbell Blue Boones” during the early 
years of the twentieth century line-bred 
his outstanding pullets to one cock, “Dan-
iel Boone,” for eleven straight years.3 D. 
H. Pierce claimed his “Wisconsin Red 
Shufflers” were line bred for 35 years 
with no loss of vigor or gameness.4

How did these men accomplish this 
when so many modern textbooks on 
poultry genetics maintain this is impos-
sible to do? I have discovered several key 
answers. First, “an inbreeder must breed 
only from his most vigorous… speci-
mens.”5 Second, they culled ruthlessly. 
Third, in any form of line breeding the 
youthfulness of the stock used cannot be 
overstated. Fourth, they often carried on 
the same mating (one cock to one hen) for 
four or five years. Thus, in 20 years it was 
possible to have produced only four or 
five distinct generations. When cockers 
happened upon a cock and hen that pro-
duced winners in the pit, then they mated 
these two year after year. Fifth, they kept 
accurate records of every mating and of-
ten practiced single matings. Sixth, they 
only attempted close inbreeding on free 
range, giving the birds every advantage 
of producing constitutional soundness 
and vitality. These six keys allowed the 
cockers to be greatly successful at the art 
of breeding game fowl centuries before 
the advent of modern genetics.

Many cockers practiced variations 
of the rolling-matings and clan-matings 
systems. When practicing the rolling-
matings, they would often include side 
matings of line breeding. When using 
the clan system the large breeders often 
kept five to seven clans. (They called 
them “yards.”) With the clan matings they 
most often used the matriarchal system as 
advocated by Dick Demansky. At times 
they would create “new” clans or yards of 
full sisters when a particular hen within 
the clan produced exceptional sons. Thus, 
this one hen became prepotent in the new 
yard through her daughters.

Like those of traditional farmers, for 
whom poultry was an important part of 

One-year-old Black Red Asil Cock.

Six-month-old black Shamo cockerel; 
stands around two feet.

Two-year-old white Malay cock; stands 
around three feet.
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the subsistence, the methods of cockers 
have often been disparaged by modern 
experts. But for serious preservationists 
and small flock owners in general their 
tried and true methods are among the sur-
est ways to turn simple reproduction into 
serious breeding and systematic flock 
improvement.

One of the truly wonderful things 
about raising chickens is that you, the 

breeder, can choose your own system of 
breeding to create your “own strain.” Yes, 
you can even experiment! Regardless of 
how you personally feel about the sport 
of cockfighting, these men of a bygone 
era have much to teach us. So, why not 
learn from the original preservationists: 
cockers?

Dr. Charles R. H. Everett is the 
Secretary/Treasurer of the Society for 
the Preservation of Poultry Antiquities 
(SPPA). Membership dues are $12.50, 
send to SPPA, 1057 Nick Watts Rd., Lu-
goff, SC, 29078.

1 Tan Bark, Game Chickens and How to Breed Them 
(Self-published, 1964), 27.
2 [Narragansett], The Best of Narragansett (Hart-
ford, AR: The Gamecock, 1985), 44—45.
3 Alva Campbell, “Campbell’s Blue Boones,” in 
Histories of Game Strains ed. Grit and Steel, 26.
4 D. H. Pierce, “Wisconsin Red Shufflers,” in Histo-
ries of Game Strains ed. Grit and Steel, 20.
5 Tan Bark, Game Chickens (Self-published, 
1964), 28.
6 Ibid., 28.

White Asil cockerel; hatched February, 2006.
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Successful breeding starts with the 
recognition that diploid species, 
whether human or chicken, have 

paired homologus chromosomes in their 
somatic cells. Thus phenotypes expressed 
in the F1 generation are dependent on 
whether the alleles for a given trait are 
coded for dominance or recessiveness—
although they are often neither.

Got that? 
Me either.
Relax.

Setting Your Goals
If you have an interest in the intrica-

cies of genetics, by all means learn all you 
can. Certainly the competitors in the large 
poultry shows know a great deal about 
the interaction of genes to give quite 
specific results. Their birds are works of 
art, sketched in DNA. You can achieve 
the same impressive results—but only 
with regard to traits, such as feather color 
and pattern, comb style, etc., which are 
determined by a single gene. 

It is important for homesteaders 
interested in breeding their own stock 
to understand, however, that not one of 

the utilitarian traits likely to be of most 
concern to them is the result of a single 
gene. The rate of growth or the level 
of egg production, for example, or the 
ability to produce large eggs or resist 
disease—these result from interactions of 
many genes, and thus are not subject to 

selection by targeting individual genes. In 
some cases—broodiness is an excellent 
example—the genetic basis for the trait is 
not even known. Clearly the trait is inher-
itable—degree of broodiness exhibited 
in various breeds differs markedly—but 
no one knows which specific genes are 
responsible for this complex behavior. 

The good news is that breeding for 
such traits comes down not to detailed 
knowledge of alleles, genes, autosomes, 
etc., but to the intuitive, common-sense 
wisdom that has guided livestock breed-
ing since domestication began: You get 

Breeding the Homestead Flock

A trio of Cuckoo Marans. Harvey’s selection of breeders emphasizes their traditional 
dual-purpose use: good layers (of large, very dark brown eggs) and excellent table 
fowl.

Left: One of the Boxwood Broody hens with her chicks on their first outing.
Right: One of the cocks of Harvey’s experimental “Boxwood Broody” cross, an attempt 
to breed hens with the mothering skills of the Old English Games, but with larger body 
size.

A Cuckoo Marans cock.
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the best results (offspring) by mating 
your best individuals. It’s that simple. 
The truly liberating implication is that 
“best” is defined by your specific goals 
for your flock. You do not have to seek 
out the expert who can tell you what is 
best breeding practice in your breeding 
program, since no one else is in a position 
to decide what traits are worth emphasiz-
ing in your flock.

Do you prefer a pullet with early 
onset of lay, or one who reaches table-
fowl size quickly? A hen who lays more 
frequently, or lays a larger egg? If you 
make a lot of scrambled eggs, perhaps 
you don’t care that some of your hens 
lay misshapen eggs, while you might be 
more of a stickler for good egg shape 
if you sell to a market, or if you’re just 
enchanted with the simple beauty of a 
perfectly shaped egg (that’s me). If you 
raise a breed known for dark shell color 
like the Cuckoo Marans, do you favor 
breeders with the chocolate shell color, 
even if they are not as productive? Which 
is more important, a hen with higher an-
nual production, or one who keeps her 
rate of lay better in the slack winter pe-
riod? You might notice that some of your 
cockerels build a large frame first, then 
flesh out to impressive size. Would you 
prefer a smaller cockerel who reaches 
table size sooner? No one can answer 
these questions for you, and no one can 
give you a genetic formula for achieving 
the goals you resolve on. Only a refine-
ment of your ability to make appropriate 
selections over successive breeding sea-
sons will achieve your goals. A lifetime 
should suffice.

Start With Good Stock
A major reason to breed your own is 

that you may well produce better results 
than many of the commercial hatcheries. 
Huge operations featuring large breed-
ing flocks and producing hundreds of 
thousands of hatchlings cannot give the 
same care to observing and culling for 
flaws that the small flock owner can. 
Is it any surprise we are seeing more 
birds with crossed beak, deformed feet, 
crooked keel, etc? Most hatcheries breed 
to the “lowest common denominator” of 
commercial flock needs, certainly not 
to your particular homestead goals; and 
they breed for volume production, not 
longevity. Finally and most importantly, 
almost all commercial breeding flocks 
are raised in high-confinement situations 
routinely utilizing antibiotics and other 
medications to make the model work. 
When you buy commercial hatchlings, 
every decision behind their breeding has 
assumed a high-confinement paradigm 
in which the birds are short-lived, ex-
pendable, and dependent on formulated 
feeds and medications. Hardly the stuff 
of which sturdy homestead flocks are 
made.

It is better to start with stock bred 
to thrive in a homestead or small farm 
context. Join Society for Preservation 
of Poultry Antiquities, or American 
Livestock Breeds Conservancy, and get 
in touch with other members able to 
share sturdier stock. Then use your own 
circumstances—of climate, access to 
forage, predation pressures, management 
style, etc.—to help winnow the flock and 
select the breeders that best fit your goals. 
When Andrew Christie was developing 
his strain of New Hampshire Reds, he 
kept his breeders in pasture shelters 
through his harsh New England winters. 
Those who rose to that challenge went on 
to become a robust strain of super-hardy 
birds that were a major contribution to 
American chickendom.

Rigorous Selection
Do not be shy about adopting a sim-

ilar “survival of the fittest” strategy—it 
is the key to breeding more robust 
flocks. For example, if a bird develops 
a serious eye infection, shouldn’t we 
reject it from the breeding program 
in preference to one who in the same 

conditions avoided the infection? Or 
suppose one hen gets the infection but 
recovers without issue, while her sister 
is left with a blind or recurrently swell-
ing eye—which is the obvious candi-
date for filling the future gene pool? 
Such questions are not easy, but in the 
long run they are far more important to 
the quality of the flocks we breed than 
the question of where to find the latest 
magic-bullet medication.

If the above seems heartless or 
uncaring, be assured that I see nothing 
wrong with intervening to help a bird 
in distress, or keeping “pet chickens” 
with obvious flaws to whom we have 
become attached. Just don’t allow birds 
with demonstrated weaknesses to serve 
as breeders. For example, we once had 
an adorable Old English Game bantam 
cock with deformed feet whom we named 
Charlie Brown. Charlie would dance 
for the ladies, scold misbehaving flock 
members, and break up fights, keeping us 
constantly entertained. He lived to a ripe 
old age before dying a natural death—but 
I never used him for breeding.

Breed for Preservation
A breeding program focused on our 

own particular goals does not imply a 
haphazard approach to breeding. We 
honor both the birds in our care and the 
work of generations of breeders before us 
by preserving the unique characteristics 
of our breeds. Failure to breed for pres-
ervation results ultimately in “generic 
chickens” lacking in the complex genet-
ics from which we can draw for future 
needs in changing circumstances.

Making Crosses
This is not to say there is no place for 

experimental crosses in our flocks. After 
all, all existing breeds started as crosses, 
deliberate or accidental. Making crosses 
can be great fun, and can fit into overall 
homestead goals. For example, I am ap-
proaching my third year working with a 
cross I call “Boxwood Broodies,” a cross 
of Old English Game cocks onto proven 
broody hens of larger size, to produce a 
working broody subflock with the moth-
ering skills of the OEG, but able to raise a 
larger number of chicks per clutch. 

Crosses can yield surprising results. I 
once crossed New Hampshire Red cocks 

The deformed feet on this otherwise 
admirable 25-pound turkey carcass 
reflect the slipshod breeding being done 
at many of the commercial hatcheries.
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onto White Jersey Giant hens. None of 
the offspring were any possible combina-
tion of red and white—rather, they were 
all varying mixes of black and red. This 
was puzzling until I remembered that 
the White Jersey Giant actually began 
as a white sport of the Black Jersey Gi-
ant (more than sixty years ago). Charles 
Darwin referred in one of his books to a 
crossing of two decidedly non-broody 
Mediterranean class breeds, all the 
daughter offspring of which expressed 
the broody trait. Isn’t it comforting 
that, just below the veneer of our ma-
nipulations of domestic breeds, lie the 
complexities of their own deep wisdom, 
ready to express themselves in new and 
surprising ways with a single roll of the 
genetic dice.

Selecting for Homestead Traits
If we are breeding for homestead 

traits (as opposed to the fine points of 
comb and color), the following factors 
might guide our selections.

Health, vigor, and an ability to 
adjust to stress such as rapid weather 
changes: Positively, this means select-
ing those individuals who best thrive in 
the particular stresses and challenges of 
our own circumstances. Negatively, it 
means culling against weakness of any 
sort, whether demonstrated susceptiblity 
to disease, or structural flaws like crossed 
beak, crooked keel (breastbone), and 
deformed feet.

Foraging skills: Assuming you are 
able to raise your birds on pasture or free-
ranging, birds who get out and “rustle 
their own grub” should be favored as 
breeders over those that prefer to hang 
around the feed trough.

Broodiness: Whether we see broodi-
ness as blessing or bother depends 
on our goals. I hatch new stock under 
natural mothers exclusively, so I value 
the mothering trait. On the other hand, 
like anyone, I want that steady supply 
of incomparable eggs. My solution is 
to keep a subflock of working broodies 
(Old English Games, Dorkings, and my 
Boxwood Broody cross) for mothering 
duty. Among this group, any hen who 
fails to brood is culled to the stewpot. 
At the same time, I keep a subflock of 
Silver Spangled Hamburgs, typically a 
non-broody breed, to keep egg produc-

Harvey’s Old English Game cock. The “cotton” at the base of the tail would be a flaw 
in the show cage, but the body conformation illustrates what Harvey is looking for—an 
all-round utilitarian homestead fowl.

To calm restless birds for weighing, hood the eyes with a hand before releasing the 
feet.
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tion up. In this group, any hen who goes 
broody is culled. (See my article “Work-
ing with Broody Hens” in the June/July, 
2006 issue.)

Behavior and temperament: Some 
behaviors are somewhat “set” in a given 
breed. For instance, Mediterranean breeds 
tend to be more excitable, more likely to 
get upset when we approach. Certain 
breeds such as the Oriental games tend to 
be more aggressive. Of course, almost all 
behaviors are greatly influenced by man-
agement practices. Within the parameters 
of best management for good tempera-
ment and the limitations imposed by the 
breeds we are working with, however, 
we might select breeders on the basis of 
behavior and temperament. 

With regard to aggression, any cock 
that is aggressive toward people unpro-
voked is ruthlessly culled in my flock. 
With regard to aggression among cocks, 
the question gets more complicated. I 
find that my Cuckoo Marans cocks are 

generally pretty “laid back,” and work 
out dominance-submission questions 
easily. Old English Game cocks, not 
surprisingly, are a good deal more ag-
gressive with each other; and investing 
more care to prevent mayhem seems to 
be necessary if I want to work with this 
breed. Still, I usually cull a “homicidal 
maniac”—a more than usually aggres-
sive cock. (See my article “Working 
with the Cock(s) in the Flock” in the 
April/May, 2006 issue.) 

Selection regarding aggression in 
hens might be pegged more to the man-
agement situation. For example, if hens 
with clutches of chicks are completely 
free-ranging, “Touch my babies and you 
die!” is good. In a more confined situa-
tion, we may prefer “Hey, Matilda, really 
sweet chicks—why don’t y’all come over 
and play!”

Longevity: Longevity has been large-
ly ignored in the commercial breeding of 
poultry, and indeed many homesteaders 
have unconsciously played along through 
a “two years and out” approach to their 
laying flocks. But we would be wise not 
to throw out the genetics for longevity in 
our birds. Not only does it require more 
time and resource to bring a new group 
of birds to maturity more frequently, but 
the genes for longevity are apparently the 
same as, or closely linked to, the genes for 
health and vigor. Homesteaders should 
make longevity a factor in selection. 
If Matilda and Henrietta are producing 
eggs at the same rate but Matilda is a 
year older, why cull Matilda just because 
she has completed her second laying 
season? Doesn’t it make more sense to 

cull Henrietta, and pass on Matilda’s 
genes for longevity and maintenance of 
production? 

Breeding Systems
Whatever your specific goals, it is 

important to have an understanding of 
the various breeding systems that have 
been used—line breeding, clan matings, 
out-crossing, etc. A good overview is 
“Traditional Breeding Programs for the 
Home Flock” in the April/May, 2006 
issue of Backyard Poultry. (See Charles 
Everett’s excellent introduction to 
breeding strategies, “Further Breeding 
Options,” in this issue.)  I mostly use 
the “rolling mating” system, mating 
cocks to pullets, and cockerels to hens 
(but not individuals of the same genera-
tion), since I like to keep things simple 
and minimize record keeping. When I 
find good individuals outside my flock, 
I work them into the system to diversify 
the gene pool.

Selection in Practice
Whatever system you use, careful 

selection of breeders is the key to suc-
cess. Selection is a hands-on as well 
as a visual process. Handle the birds to 
determine body style or flaws such as 
crooked keel that are hidden under the 
plumage. Note especially conformation 
of the breast, whether narrow and pointy, 
or broad and plump. When I am select-
ing Old English Games, for example, I 
always favor plumper cocks with broader 
breasts, in preference to the lean, compact 
body style favored in a bird intended for 
the fighting pit. 

As always, it is much less stressful 
(for both the birds and for you) to handle 
fowl at night. Of course, visual inspec-
tion of the birds is impeded at night; so 
perhaps a hand selection (and separation) 
at night can be followed by further visual 
inspection the next day.

A scale for weighing your birds is 
a good investment—it’s amazing how 
much the weight of birds that look the 
same size can vary. A little trick I’ve 
learned when weighing fowl: When you 
lay the bird in the scoop of the scale, hood 
its head with your hand as closely as you 
can without touching it before releasing 
the feet. The bird remains quiescent for 
the second it takes to get your reading. 

136 Woodland Dr. • Eaton, Ohio 45320
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Grasp the feet again before removing 
the “hood” of your hand over the bird’s 
eyes.

On the male side, selection is a mat-
ter of weight, age, body conformation, 
temperament, plumage, comb style, etc. 
You can also track comparative fertility 
if you want to get detailed enough in 
your record keeping, though a fertility 
problem in a well managed homestead 
flock is unlikely.

On the female side, nest-trapping is 
the key to selection—you have to know 
actual performance of individual hens 
to make informed decisions. Without 
trapping, you cannot track key traits in 
breeder selection such as onset of lay, 
egg production, rate of lay in relation to 
body size at any given point in the hen’s 
development, egg size, longevity related 
to production, egg shape and color, etc. 
Without trapping, you will not know 
“who is laying that wonky egg that is 
driving me crazy? ”

Nest-trapping is simple: The nest has 
a door that falls or snaps shut when the 
hen enters the nest, leaving her trapped 
until you release her and make a note of 
her achievement. You don’t need to nest-
trap all the time—that would be far too 
time-consuming. Just set up a schedule 
for trapping and stick to it. For example, 
you might trap for the same three days of 
each week during the month when you 
are selecting your breeder hens. Check 
the nests frequently throughout the day, 
especially the mornings—at least every 
hour, more frequently as you have more 
hens in relation to the number of trap 
nests. (If “urgent” hens lay in the litter, 
there go your carefully accumulated re-
cords.) Use the same nests for both trap-
ping and regular laying (with the doors 
removed). The hens will get accustomed 
to using them, and laying cycles will not 
be disturbed by a change of nests. You 
can code each egg in pencil when you 
release the hen, or make a note on a sheet 
you keep by the nest—whatever makes 
record-keeping easy.

When I first started raising chickens, I 
remember seeing trap nests for sale from 
poultry equipment suppliers. Now, I can’t 
find them anywhere. So I made my own. 
See the sidebar “Making Trap Nests,” 
where I describe the construction of a 
design that has worked for me.

I’ve seen a number of designs for 
trap nests, including one in Rolfe 
Cobleigh’s Handy Farm Devices 

and How to Make Them, a useful book 
for the homesteader, first published in 
1909. Modern homesteaders could enter 
“trap nest” into a search engine and find 
workable designs. But my own design 
emerged in one of my father’s visits, 
when we tackled the trap nest project. 
After mulling over a couple of designs 
I showed him, he concluded he didn’t 
much like either, and proposed, “Why 
don’t we do it the way Grandaddy used 
to put together his rabbit boxes?” I re-
membered my grandfather’s rabbit traps 
(or “rabbit gums,” as the old-timers called 
them), with which he caught hundreds of 
rabbits on his place. Despite some skepti-
cism about turning a trap for rabbits into 
one for hens, I agreed to give it a try. The 
design has worked well for me—perhaps 
you’d like to try it as well.

The following description sketches 
assembly of two units, each containing 
two separate trap nests.

Procedure
Start by cutting two 12x24 pieces of 

plywood for the backs, and six 12x18 
pieces for the sides and middle parti-
tions.

Materials Needed
1 sheet of plywood, CDX
Small nails for edge-nailing the plywood and nailing on strips
8 —  #10  2- or 2-1/2" self-tapping screws
2 — 8' 1 x 4 pine boards
2 — 24" x 12" pieces of 1/4" mesh hardware cloth
An additional few small pieces of hardware cloth, any mesh (optional)
8 open screw hooks (about 2-1/2" or so)
1 — 1/2" dowel, 36" long

The above are the materials needed if starting from scratch. Buy 1/2" or 5/8" plywood, 
depending on which you are confident you can edge-nail effectively. However, many 
homesteads will have on hand enough scrap from other projects to piece together what 
is needed. I used some scrap 3/4" plywood for the sides and backs, and 1/2" for the 
tops. The door stops, front perches, and nest fronts I cut from 1" rough-cut poplar. 
All the required strips I cut from “one-by” scrap. There’s no problem altering the 
suggested dimensions to accomodate material you’re working with, so long as suf-
ficient interior space is allowed for the laying hens. The nails I used were 4d 1-3/8" 
and 6d 1-7/8" coated sinkers.

Making Trap Nests
I cut little windows into the sides of 

the nests, a step that’s probably not really 
necessary. I cut them in the four exterior 
side pieces only (not in the interior parti-
tions), making the openings about 4x9. 

Cut two 16-1/4x24 pieces of plywood 
for the tops. Drill two 5/8-inch holes for 
the “trigger sticks” in these top pieces, six 
inches in from the sides and six inches 
in from the back. When drilling through 
plywood, the exit hole tends to be a bit 
ragged. Since you want a nice sharp edge 
to engage the notch in the trigger stick, 
be sure to start drilling into the side that 
will be to the inside of the nest. For good 
ventilation, you can add a few other 5/8-
inch holes in the top as well.

Nail the top onto the back and exterior 
sides, using the smaller nails (4d 1-3/8-
inch), aligning as in photo D, page 46. 
Then nail in the interior partition in the 
middle of the box thus formed.

You’ll want to switch to a somewhat 
larger nail (6d 1-7/8-inch) for some of the 
nailing in the next several steps. Cut one of 
your 1x4’s in half crosswise, then rip one 
of the resulting 4-ft. pieces in half. From 
the ripped pieces, cut pieces that will stop 
the doors when they drop. Study photo F, 
page 46, of this step carefully, because 
you can do it more easily than we did. We 
cut individual pieces that we inset into the 

By harvey ussery
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spaces between the sides and interior parti-
tions. Not only did that mean more cutting 
and fitting, but we had to toenail one of 
the inside ends. You’re much smarter than 
that, so you’re going to cut a single ripped 
piece to 24 inches, and nail it underneath 
the front ends of the exterior sides and 
the interior partition. (When you look at 
the picture, imagine the two interior cross 
pieces replaced by a single piece, and the 
ends of the exterior sides and interior parti-
tion sitting on top of it.)

Now nail another of the ripped pieces, 
cut to 24 inches, across the bottom front, 
aligning as in photo G. This is the perch 

on which the hen stands as she looks into 
the interior—the perfect place to lay an 
egg. (I later rounded off the sharp edges 
with a wood rasp, and it’s nice to the hen’s 
feet if you do as well.)

Cut nest-front pieces from (unripped) 
1x4. The length will be 24 inches minus 
the thickness of your sides and interior 
partition, divided by 2. I was using 3/4-
inch stock, so I cut mine to 10-7/8 inches. 
Nail these pieces in place to serve as 
fronts for the nests, setting them 5 inches 
in from the front edge. We want the 
nesting material to be held behind this 
piece, so the hen will completely enter A) Cut two 12x24 pieces for the backs and 

six 12x18 pieces for the sides and middle 
partitions. (Only four sides are shown in 
the picture—we later cut the additional 
two pieces for the partitions.)

B) We cut little 4x9 windows in the 
exterior sides, a step that’s probably not 
really necessary.

E) The top nailed on (left) and a better 
view of interior partition (right).

C) Drill two 5/8-inch holes for the “trigger 
sticks,” one over each nest, six inches in 
from the sides and six inches in from the 
back. Be sure to start drilling from the 
side that will be toward the inside of the 
nest. Drill a few extra 5/8-inch holes for 
ventilation.

D) Nail on the top, aligning the back and 
exterior sides as shown.

F) Add the stop (1x4 stock ripped in half) 
for the falling doors. Note that it would be 
simpler to nail a single piece underneath 
the ends of the sides and interior partition, 
rather than insetting them as in the 
picture.

G) Nail on another piece of the ripped 
stock, cut to 24 inches, for the perch from 
which the hen will enter the nest.

H) Cut and nail into place 1x4 pieces 
that will retain nesting material in the 
interior of the nest. (Note that by this step 
we have stapled hardware cloth over the 
windows.)

I) Cut remaining 1x4 stock into 1/2-inch 
and 3/4-inch strips as needed in following 
steps.
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the nest before triggering the door. (If 
it triggers early and whacks her behind, 
she will become shy of the nest.) Note 
that in this case there is no alternative to 
toe-nailing the end of one of these pieces 
where it butts to the interior partition. If 
you have cut windows in the sides, at 
this point you can staple hardware cloth 
over the windows to keep smaller hens 
from escaping.

Rip your remaining 1x4 stock into 
strips as needed. I used 3/4-inch and 
1/2-inch strips for the door tracks and for 
fastening harware cloth onto the bottom 
of the nests, respectively. (Thus if you 
are using 1x4 nominal stock, you will 
end up with strips of actual 3/4x3/4, and 
1/2x3/4.) You will need approximately 14 
ft. of 1/2 inch strips, and approximately 
22 ft. of 3/4 inch strips.

Turn nest unit upside down. Cut 1/4-
inch mesh hardware cloth to 24 inches long 
and wide enough (12 or 13 inches or so) to 
span the bottom of the nesting areas (only). 
Secure the hardware cloth to the underside 
edges of the nest areas, using small nails 
and 1/2-inch strips cut to needed lengths. 
(Note that I always use 1/4-inch hardware 
cloth for the bottoms of nest boxes, never 
solid bottoms. Finer, dustier material sifts 
out through the wire, I renew the nests 
with fresh straw from above, and the nests 
remain largely self-cleaning.)

J) For a self-cleaning nest, use 1/4-inch 
hardware cloth rather than solid bottoms. 
Secure with small nails and 1/2-inch strips. 
(Note that I nailed a strip onto the bottom 
of the interior partition as well after the 
picture was taken.)

K) Tack vertical strips into place to form 
the tracks through which the doors will 
fall, using a 1-inch spacer to keep the 
strips precisely aligned. Fasten rubber 
bumpers over the door stops.

L) Nail a cleat to the wall on which to rest 
the back of the unit if you do not have a 
horizontal strutural piece at a convenient 
height as I did. Alternatively, call in an 
extra pair of hands for installation.

M) Four well spaced #10 — 2-1/2-inch 
self-tapping screws provided rock-solid 
attachment to the wall.

N) Screw hooks into center of the top of 
each door. Position a similar hook on 
an overhead rafter or beam, precisely 
aligned to the door hook. Note how doors 
fall between the retaining vertical strips.

O) Using saw and knife on 9-inch pieces 
of 1/2-inch dowel, make a notch with 
a perpendicular edge on its lower end. 
Bottom edge of notch is 3-1/2 inches above 
the lower end of trigger stick. Drill a 3/16-
inch hole near the other end of the trigger 
stick.

P) The weight of the door keeps trigger 
stick notched in place in the trigger 
hole…

Q)…until the hen’s settling-in ritual 
knocks it loose, and the door drops.
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R) If the nest box is set well above the 
floor, it is better to give the hen a step 
or two on which to approach the nest. 
If she has to fly rather than hop up onto 
the perch at the entrance to the nest, she 
may jostle the lower edge of the door, 
triggering premature release.

Success! 

keep the trigger securely notched in the 
trigger hole.

Photo Q shows the lower end of the 
trigger stick in the “set” positon from 
inside the nest. As the hen begins her self-
important little ballet settling into the nest, 
she is certain to bump against the trigger 
stick, knocking it loose and allowing the 
door to fall into blocking position.

Troubleshooting
If the upper hook is not precisely 

positioned overhead, the door will not 
fall straight, and may jam in the tracking 
slot. If changing the position of the hook 
doesn’t solve the problem, you can box 
in the sides of the tracking slot with thin 
strips, ensuring that the door cannot veer 
to one side as it falls. 

If you find it difficult to get the trigger 
stick to stay locked in the trigger hole, try 
passing the string from the trigger stick 
through an additional hook overhead 
(before it continues on to the hook over 
the door). In this case, however, you do 
not want the overhead hook to be in line 
with the trigger hole. Position the hook 
at enough of an angle to notch the trigger 
stick securely in the trigger hole. 

If hens fly up to the front perch, they 
may jostle the door, triggering premature 
release. A preliminary step up to the nest 
will ensure a less jarring approach. 

Doors can be left in the closed posi-
tion at night if chickens like sleeping in 
the nests. A slanted cover can be put into 
place on top of the nest unit to prevent the 
birds’ roosting there.

Harvey Ussery and his wife Ellen live 
on 2-1/2 acres near the Blue Ridge in 
northern Virginia. They produce much of 
their own food—including all their eggs 
and dressed poultry from a mixed pastured 
flock—and offer their homestead as model 
and inspiration to others aspiring to the 
homesteading life. Harvey has written for 
Countryside & small stoCk Journal, 
Mother Earth News and publications of 
the American Pastured Poultry Produc-
ers Association. He recently presented his 
talk “Achieving Food Independence On 
the Modern Homestead” at the annual 
conference of Pennsylvania Association 
for Sustainable Agriculture. 

Visit his website at www.themodern-
homestead.us.

Cut 3/4-inch strips into sixteen 16-
inch pieces. Nail into place as in photo 
K, aligning the front strip with the front 
edge of the side or partition, and using 
a 1-inch spacer to ensure that the back 
strip is exactly parallel to the front strip. 
These pairs of vertical strips will define 
the “track” through which the door falls. 
(Strips need only be lightly tacked into 
place using the smaller nails—they 
will bear no load.) Attach some sort of 
“bumper” over the door stop (so the door 
doesn’t bang down too loudly and panic 
the hen). I used strips cut from an old 
bicycle inner tube.

The unit is now ready to install. If you 
attach a cleat to the wall (say, a scrap piece 
of 2x4), it will be easy to install it by your-
self. Otherwise, get a buddy to assist. 

Attachment to the wall must be 
rock-solid. I used four #10 — 2-1/2-inch 
self-tapping screws for each unit. (By 
“self-tapping,” I mean screws such as 
deck screws not requiring pre-drilling of 
pilot holes.)

Cut doors 12 inches high from ply-
wood or any stock that you have that is 
3/4-inch thick. The width is determined 
by the thickness of material you have 
used for sides and partition, and allowing 
1/4 inch clearance on each side within the 
door’s tracking slot. I cut mine to 10-1/2 
inches. Drill holes in the exact center of 

the top of each door, and screw in a hook. 
Position another hook overhead, screwed 
into any accessible structural member of 
the building. The position of this hook is 
the most critical alignment in the whole 
setup: I used a plumb bob to ensure that 
the hook was precisely perpendicular 
from the door hook.

Cut a 1/2-inch dowel into 9-inch 
pieces for the trigger sticks. Use a saw 
to cut 5/16 inch through the dowel, 3-1/2 
inches from what will be the lower end. 
(This cut is made with a saw because the 
“shoulder” we are shaping here must be 
well squared, in order to engage the edge 
of the trigger hole without slipping.) 
Drill a 3/16-inch hole near the other 
end of the trigger stick. Using a knife, 
whittle a notch that starts about 1-1/2 
inches toward the upper end and comes 
down to the inside of the “shoulder” of 
the notch. (See photo O, page 47.)

Time to put it all together. Tie a string 
between the hole in the top of the trigger 
stick and the hook in the top of the door, 
running it through the hook above the 
door. (Strong braided string that will not 
stretch is best—e.g., mason twine.) The 
length of the string will depend on the 
position of the upper hook, of course. 
Hook the edge of the notch in the trigger 
stick into the trigger hole, and suspend 
the door from the upper hook, hanging 
within its tracking slot. Door should hang 
slightly above the upper edge of the top 
of the nest box, so the hen’s back will not 
bump it as she enters the nest, triggering 
premature release. Note that the weight 
of the door keeps tension on the string to 
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the american livestOck Breeds

cOnservancy (alBc)
p.O. BOx 477

pittsBOrO, nOrth carOlina 27312
telephOne:  (919) 542-5704

Fax:  (919) 545-0022
WWW.alBc-usa.Org

Because today’s modern com-
mercial poultry industry focuses 
largely on one breed of chicken 

for egg-laying and one specific indus-
trial stock for meat production, nearly all 
breeds of poultry have become rare. This 
places over 95% of the genetic resource 
found in chickens at tremendous risk of 
extinction. Readers of Backyard Poultry 
can play an important role in ensuring 
that this genetic resource is not lost to 
future generations by becoming breed-
ers or by helping to maintain market 
demand by purchasing only purebred 
stock.

The sidebar lists information that 
helps categorize chickens breeds based 
on rarity. The American Livestock Breeds 
Conservancy (ALBC) conducts periodic 
census of breeding stock to evaluate the 
relative endangerment for each pure 
breed. All placements on the ALBC Con-
servation Priority List (CPL) are based on 
this scientific information. The complete 
parameters used to evaluate this data are 
printed below. Please note, for breeds 
with multiple varieties ALBC has chosen 
to lump all of these varieties into one total 
for the breed population, and thus the 
subsequent placement on the CPL. This 
reveals a more accurate picture of which 
breeds may be lost, rather than giving 
undo attention to a rare color variety of 
a more popular breed.

Breed choice is partially a matter 
of matching preferences and expecta-
tions with the appropriate breeds for 
the region and system to be employed. 
Some breeds do well in smaller spaces. 
Some are light-weight and can fly out 
of nearly any pen. Some lay white 
eggs and some brown. Some do well 
in cold climates and others do well in 
hot. Spending some time researching 
the breeds you are interested in before 
purchasing is time well spent. To this 
end, please feel to visit ALBC’s CPL site 
at http://www.albc-usa.org/cpl/wtchlist.
html#poultry. For many of the breeds 
listed, by clicking on the breed names 
you are redirected to page with informa-
tion about that breed. ALBC also has 
additional information sheets available 
from our office upon request. Simply 
contact us at: The American Livestock 
Breeds Conservancy, P.O. Box 477, 
Pittsboro, North Carolina 27312 USA, 
(919) 542-5704, Fax (919) 545-0022, or 
email albc@albc-usa.org.

Also, in deciding which breeds to try, 
the CPL listings may be of use. Critically 
rare breeds are in the most precarious 
positions. Of these, the critically rare 
American breeds (highlighted in bold) 
only have breeding populations here in 
North America. If rare American breeds 
are not supported in their native land, 
then they will likely be lost forever.

Poultry Breeds
Conservation categories are based on 

the estimated number of breeding birds, 
males and females, and the number of 
breeding flocks. Given the vulnerabil-
ity of poultry to predators, the number 
of flocks is important. “Conservation 

ALBC’s Conservation 
Priority List for

CHICKENS

Critical
Andalusian  Aseel
Buckeye  Buttercup
Campine Catalana
Chantecler Crevecoeur
Delaware  Faverolle
Holland Houdan
Java  La Fleche
Malay  Nankin
Redcap  Russian Orloff
Spanish  Sumatra

Threatened
Ancona  Cubalaya
Dorking Lakenvelder
Langshan Sussex

Watch
Brahma  Cochin
Cornish - Non-industrial
Dominique  Hamburg
Jersey Giant  Minorca
New Hampshire
Polish
Rhode Island White
Sebright

Recovering
Australorp 
Leghorn- Non-industrial
Orpington
Plymouth Rock- Non-industrial 
Rhode Island Red
Wyandotte

Rare American Breeds Need 
Your Support

Or They May Be Lost Forever
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Choose a Heritage Breed
christine heinrichs

puBlicity directOr

sOciety FOr the preservatiOn 
OF pOultry antiquities (sppa)
christine.heinrichs@gmail.cOm

The Society for the Preservation of Poultry Antiquities encourages small 
flock owners to consider raising one or more historic breeds. Many of 
these breeds and varieties have become rare, so you can be part of historic 

preservation and genetic conservation while you enjoy your flock.
Several hatcheries specialize in historic breeds. Ideal Poultry Breeding Farms 

in Texas, www.idealpoultry.com, (254) 697-6677, Murray McMurray Hatchery 
in Iowa, www.mcmurrayhatchery.com, (800) 456-3280, Urch/Turnland Poultry,  
2142 NW 47 Ave. Owatonna, MN 55060; (507) 451-6782 between 7-9 P.M. 
CST and Sand Hill Preservation Center in Iowa, www.sandhillpreservation.
com, (563) 246-2299, are SPPA members that offer a wide variety of rare and 
historic breeds.

The SPPA Breeders Directory lists SPPA members, what they are breeding 
and how to contact them to acquire stock. “You can find almost anything in the 
Breeders Directory,” said Craig Russell, SPPA president. It is available from 
SPPA Secretary/Treasurer Dr. Charles Everett, 1057 Nick Watts Road, Lugoff, 
SC 29078, crheverett@bellsouth.net, for $8, or by joining SPPA, $12.50 for a 
one year membership to Dr. Everett. Membership also includes the quarterly 
newsletter.

By craig russell

president, sppa

Here is an old time starter grower 
ration for those who like to make 
their own feed. 

30 pounds corn meal
25 pounds dried milk
10 pounds wheat bran
10 pounds wheat middlings
10 pounds oatmeal
10 pounds dried meat scraps
2 pounds pulverized oyster shell or 

limestone
1-1/2 pounds dried molasses
1 pound cod liver oil
1/2 pound salt

Fine grit may be sprinkled over this 
ration from the start, a little fine cracked 
corn may be added to the feeding pro-
gram at one week. If grit had not been 
fed previously it should be added now. 
The amount of grain may be increased 
slightly each week. At three weeks of 

Old-Time Starter Grower Ration 
age wheat and milo may be added to 
the corn and coarser cracked corn may 
be used. At six weeks, oats, barley, and 
buckwheat should be added to the ra-
tion. After eight weeks, a half pint of 
cod liver oil should be soaked into the 
grain twice a week, and grain may be 
fed in separate feeders. After 12 weeks, 
but not before, grain should be half of 
the feeding program. Those feeding milk 
or milk products on a regular basis may 
want to omit the dried milk and replace 
it with an additional 15 pounds of dried 
meat scrap and 10 more pounds of wheat 
middling. 

The gentleman I got this ration recipe 
from had very good results with it but 
fed it mostly to naturally hatched and 
brooded stock, but I would think that a 
coccidistat could be added and it would 
work as well with brooder-raised fowl as 
a modern ration. 

He used it for chickens, guinea fowl, 
and waterfowl. For waterfowl he fed 
grain as 50% of the overall ration from 
the beginning. 

breeding flocks” are those of 50 birds 
and above.

Parameters of Poultry Breeds on 
ALBC Conservation Priority List 

(2006)
Poultry breeds on the ALBC Con-

servation Priority List generally con-
form to certain genetic and numerical 
parameters.

1. The breed is from one of the four 
traditional U.S. poultry species (chick-
ens, ducks, geese, and turkeys).

2. A bantam breed may be listed if 
there is no large fowl counterpart.

3. The breed census satisfies numeri-
cal guidelines:
m Critical: Fewer than 500 breeding 

birds in the United States, with five or 
fewer primary breeding flocks (50 birds 
or more), and globally endangered.
mThreatened: Fewer than 1,000 

breeding birds in the United States, with 
seven or fewer primary breeding flocks, 
and globally endangered.
m Watch: Fewer than 5,000 breed-

ing birds in the United States, with 10 or 
fewer primary breeding flocks, and glob-
ally endangered. Also included are breeds 
with genetic or numerical concerns or 
limited geographic distribution.
m  Recovering: Breeds that were 

once listed in another category and have 
exceeded Watch category numbers but 
are still in need of monitoring.
m Study: Breeds that are of interest 

but either lack definition or lack genetic 
or historical documentation.

4. The breed is a true genetic breed 
(when mated together, it reproduces the 
breed type.)

5. The breed has had an established 
and continuously breeding population 
in North America since 1925. Or, if im-
ported or developed since 1925,
m The foundation stock is no longer 

available.
m Must meet numeric guidelines for 

inclusion.
m Must have at least five breeders in 

different locations in the United States.
m The global population is threatened 

and the United States population is making a 
contribution to conservation of the breed.

Breeds not meeting all these criteria 
may be placed in the “Study” category 
and monitored.
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Baked Custard
Update
ruth a. sacartO

cOlOradO

Regarding the custard recipe by Lisa 
Mathews, Dec, 06/Jan, 07, page 59: I 

began making baked custard just recently 
to use up the goose eggs we keep getting 
from our fat, feathered “friends.” I have 
used the recipe in Better Homes and 
Gardens Cookbook which used exactly 
the same ingredients with the exception 
that it only uses 1-1/2 cups milk.

After the first time or two of follow-
ing the recipe I just started building with 
whatever I thought to “throw in.” Each 
time the custard has turned out just beau-
tifully so I don’t see that duck eggs would 
cause a problem. I would first measure 
three chicken eggs in a measuring cup, 
then measure the duck eggs the same way. 
I would use enough duck eggs to exceed 
the volume of chicken eggs. This will 
give you more rather than less thickening. 
Also, I would add a little more vanilla: 
if I recall correctly from my childhood, 
duck eggs taste quite strong compared to 
chicken eggs. (Goose eggs have a very 
mild taste.)

I think that the problem may be the 
quantity of milk in the recipe. I would try 
cutting the milk down to two cups which 
with the extra egg will give you a richer 
custard. I have even doubled the eggs to 
two (one goose egg equals about three 
large chicken eggs) and the custard still 
comes out tender and delicious. The other 
thing I would suggest is that you increase 
the time until the custard sets. I use only 
one large dish and with the extra egg it 
takes about 10 minutes longer than the 
recipe calls for. 

Try adding one cup cooked rice about  
halfway through baking process. Also, 1/2 
cup raisins or chopped pecans are good.

I hope these suggestions help you. By 
the way, thanks for the recipe for pickled 
beets and eggs. My mother used to make 
these but I had completely forgotten about 
them. I will certainly try them at my first 
opportunity.

recipes:
Readers send many unique and fun photos as part of the photo contest. Some we 

simply can’t resist sharing, such as these two. 
The top photo was sent to us from Susanna Gallatin of Nebraska. The text says, 

“1903—Packing eggs at Chicago stock yards. By the above process, 27,080 eggs 
are packed an hour.”

The bottom photo was given to me by Molly McConnell of Minnesota at the 
Crossroads of America Poultry Show held in Indianapolis November 17-19, 2006. 
Molly had entered this photo in the APA/ABA Youth Photography Competition. Molly 
is 16, and titled it “Leghorn Pullet Laying An Egg.” Talk about getting caught in 
the act.—Ed.

Just FOr Fun:
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Backyard Poultry Bookstore

gail damerOW
This informative book for both begin-
ning and experienced chicken own-
ers covers breed selection, building 
feeders and shelters, how to collect 
and store your eggs to maintain fresh-
ness (or hatching), maintaining good 
flock health, raising broilers for meat, 
and showing your birds. 341 pages, 
$18.95

Storey’s Guide to Raising Chickens

Dave Holderread
Everything you need to know to raise 
ducks successfully. This comprehensive, 
fully illustrated guide takes you through 
every step of owning ducks. It provides 
the most up-to-date information on 
various breeds (including rare breeds), 
feeding, housing, egg production, health 
care and more. 316 pages, $18.95

Storey’s Guide to Raising 
Ducks

Storey’s Guide to
Raising Turkeys

leOnard s. mercia
Complete how-to information on raising turkeys from 
young poults to delicious, thick-breasted birds. Dis-
cussions on selecting the right turkey for your flock, 
breeding and management, processing, flock health, 
feeding and housing. Contains in-depth housing plan il-
lustrations. Revised and updated. 199 pages, $18.95

Storey’s Guide to 
Raising Poultry
leOnard s. mercia

An invaluable resource for everyone 
who raises poultry. It contains the most 
comprehensive and current information 
on raising chickens, turkeys, waterfowl, 
and game birds. Covers selection (for 
both meat and egg production), hatch-
ing, housing and equipment, feeding, 
and rearing. 343 pages, $18.95

Chicken Coops
45 Plans For Housing Your Flock

Judy pangman
Whether you keep one hen or 1,000 hens, you will find 
a housing plan in this comprehensive book. Coops range 
from fashionable backyard structures to large-scale, 
movable shelters. You will also find plans for converting 
trailer frames, greenhouses and sheds using recycled 
materials and simple ways to make waterers, feeders 

and nestboxes. 166 pages, $19.95

terry gOlsOn
This is not just another egg cookbook. This one 
stresses farmstead eggs. It is written by professional 
chef and cooking instructor, Terry Golson, who also 
keeps hens in her backyard. She knows the differ-
ences between factory farm eggs and farmstead egg 
and differences that affect cooking. The 70 recipes 
are simple and quick but delicious. Even though 
some have a touch of elegance, it’s a down-home, 

peasant gourmet kind of elegance. 128 pages, Hardcover, $16.95

The Farmstead Egg Cookbook

Pastured Poultry Profit$
JOel salatin

In this classic, Joel Salatin explains how to raise pastured 
poultry on pasture in portable, bottomless pens and earn 
$20,000 in six month’s time. This hands-on book covers 
everything from taking care of day-old chicks to market-
ing your four-pound broilers.  It will teach you about the 
benefits of pasture, choosing a breed, starting chicks, 
pen and pasture details, processing, common problems, 
marketing, and more. 334 pages, $30.00

Raising Poultry on Pasture
Ten Years of Success

edited By JOdy padgham
Raising Poultry on Pasture: Ten Years of Success has 
over 130 illustrated articles. It’s divided into 14 chapters 
and is fully indexed for ease of reference.
The enormous range of viewpoints and techniques 
make this book unlike any other. Includes an overview 
of pastured poultry, brooding, genetics, shelter designs, 
day-range systems, equipment, eggs on pasture, turkeys, 
ducks and other poultry, nutrition and health, processing, 

marketing, record-keeping, insurance and more. 246 pages, $39.95

Chicken Tractor
All New Strawbale Edition

andy lee & pat FOreman
This revolutionary, practical, 

hands-on book will delight poultry 
raisers everywhere.

A chicken tractor is a bottomless, 
portable pen that can be moved wher-
ever you need help in the garden. 
The chickens aerate the soil while 

eating pests and weeds, then fertilize the beds with manure. 
Best of all, they provide the great tasting eggs and meat not 
available in any grocery store.

Chicken Tractor explains raising chickens in your gar-
den, soil fertility, and shows how building a better garden 
with super rich soil can result in twice as much food from 
half as much land. You’ll find complete instructions for 
building and using the pens, including a super-simple hay 
bale hen house, and tips to help you select and raise the best 
chickens for your needs. 318 pages, $22.95
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Raising Small Livestock
A Practical Handbook

JerOme Belanger
Anyone considering raising small-scale livestock 
will find this book as useful today as when it was 
originally published in 1974. With over 100,000 
copies sold, this clearly written guide provides 
important advice on space and housing needs, feed 
requirements, equipment you can buy or build, 
how to manage stock, control disease, and mix 

feed rations free from medications and additives. Individual chapters 
discuss the feeding, breeding, and butchering of poultry, rabbits, goats, 
sheep, and hogs. 246 pages, softcover, $9.95.

Living with Chickens
Jay rOssier

 Tens of thousands of people in all areas of the 
country enjoy raising chickens, whether for 
food or companionship. Of course, you may 
want to read Living With Chickens just for 
the sheer joy of it. Straightforward prose and 
illustrations give any future chicken farmer the 
tools he or she needs to get started. Jay Rossier 
draws on his own experiences and those of 

his fellow poultrymen in discussing everything from feeding and 
housing the birds to keeping marauders from invading the coop. 
Personal anecdotes, interesting facts, and lush, full-color photographs 
round out this indispensable guide. 203 pages, $16.95

The Mating and Breeding of 
Poultry

harry m. lamOn & rOB r. slOcum
This book, first published in 1920, and 
now back in print, outlines all you need to 
know to become an accomplished breeder. 
It includes manipulating shape and color 
combinations, preparing birds for weather, 
encouraging the juiciest meat and largest 
eggs and much more. Authors Lamon & 
Slocum were the Senior Poultrymen at the 

Bureau of Animal Industry for the USDA. 341 pages, $14.95

Gardening with Guineas
Jeannette s. FergusOn

This book is a delightful and informative 
guide to raising guinea fowl on a small scale. 
It covers the life of a guinea from egg to adult, 
including incubation, feeding, housing, train-
ing and common problems. Jeannette includes 
information on reasons for raising guinea fowl 
(they eat garden pests, ticks and hate snakes), 
what you need to know before you buy guin-
eas, working with newborns and young keets, 

and much more. 131 pages, $14.95

gail damerOW
A must-have reference for the small flock 
owner, Gail discusses the problems and 
diseases common to chickens of all breeds 
and all ages. It also explains how to hatch 
healthy chicks, provide proper nutrition, 
fight parasites, spot diseases and infections 
in their early stages, protect the flock from 

predators and building safe houses and yards. Practical charts help 
pinpoint common symptoms and causes of disease. An extensive listing 
provides quick access to treatments and remedies for everything from 
poor egg production to crooked toe syndrome. Generously illustrated. 
352 pages, $19.95 

The Chicken Health 
Handbook

2.50
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Barnyard in Your Backyard
A Beginner’s Guide to Raising 

Chickens, Ducks, Geese, Rabbits, 
Goats, Sheep, and Cattle.

edited By gail damerOW
The essential primer for first-time farmers. 
Covering everything from which breeds of 
ducks are best for eggs and which are best 
for meat to how to buy a beef or dairy calf to 

where to find a market for manure, this easy-to-use handbook teaches 
you how to operate a mini-farm for fun, profit or both. 408 pages, 
$24.95.
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By Jeannette s. FergusOn

They come from every state 
and from other countries. There 
are computer geeks, lawyers, uni-

versity PhD’s, CPAs, nurses, artists, bus 
drivers, writers, vet techs, hatchery own-
ers, janitors, scientists and farmers, too.  
Reality is that guinea fowl owners are in 
every field and we all have the same thing 
in common; we raise backyard poultry 
– namely guinea fowl.  

Just as with the guinea fowl themselves, 
their owners like to congregate. They 
do so in a large group that we call the 
GFBA. The Guinea Fowl Breeders Asso-
ciation was founded in 1999 by a group of 
backyard poultry owners in a guinea fowl 
chat room called Fowl House.  We first 
gathered in the spring of 2000 and have 
met annually ever since. Our guinea fowl 
are the breeders; we are the association 
of people who own them. March 18-20, 
2007 will be our eighth annual conven-
tion. While many of our members have 
increased the size of their flocks, some 
of them want to learn in advance and 
do not even own guinea fowl – not yet 
anyway…  

Objective:  The GFBA is a non-profit 
group whose purpose is to promote the 
guinea fowl.   

Mission Statement:  GFBA will 
encourage, support, promote, and edu-
cate people as to the benefits in raising 
guinea fowl and provide information 
and support to those who own or plan 
to own them.

Of course the primary purpose of any 
good GFBA convention is education re-
lated to guinea fowl. We cannot, without 
good conscience, simply leave it there 
without telling you that the conference 
has the nickname of “Guineafest,” and a 
fest it is, of course, year after year.  We 
move about the USA each year to a dif-
ferent location. There is a lot to be learned 
by attending our conventions. Our speak-
ers are all experts from various fields of 
poultry science.

Our most recent educational guinea 
fowl conference was hosted on the cam-
pus of Tennessee State University in 
Nashville where the world renowned 
guinea fowl research facility currently 
houses more than 800 guinea fowl.  This 
was an encore appearance at TSU by the 
GFBA.  Other conventions have been 
held at Mississippi State University, Vir-
ginia Tech University, New Bolton 
Center in Kennett Square (University of 
Pennsylvania), Guinea Farm Hatchery 
in Dubuque, Iowa, and the University 
of Tennessee in Knoxville. Three of our 
GFBA members from the guinea fowl 
research department presented a two day 
program for our group. We are very proud 
that three scientists from Tennessee State 
are members of the GFBA and have not 
only attended each of our seven conven-
tions, but also keep us updated each and 
every year with the latest research and 
development regarding guinea fowl, es-
pecially relating to the diet and nutritional 
needs of guineas.  

Highlights from some of our past con-

ventions: Members have learned how to 
vent sex guinea fowl and how to perform 
artificial insemination. Our programs 
have included “hands-on” lab sessions, 
including the proper way to collect blood 
and stool samples. We have learned how 
to do our own fecal floats, what to keep 
on hand in the “home medicine chest,” 
and have covered the topics of NPIP, 
NAIS, guinea fowl genetics, and much, 
much more. We also learned the process 
and formula to prepare and mix feed 
from raw ingredients.   While interesting 
and useful, it is quite apparent that few 
of us have the expensive milling equip-
ment that is necessary to do the grinding 
and blending effectively in quantity. Thus 
it is clear that the feed producers are 
safe from the dollar pinchers of smaller 
backyard flock owners.  

The GFBA website offers a “Mem-
bers Only Area” that includes handouts 
from all of our previous conventions as 
well as two very special forums; “Ask A 
Vet” offers a place to post medical ques-
tions that are answered by our GFBA 
medical advisors and “Ask an Herbalist” 
offers an alternative to modern medicine. 
Other benefits from membership include 
our special “Super Puzzler” and “Photo” 
contests with prizes, newsletters, special 
photo albums, and more. Membership is 
a bargain at only $10.While our breeders 
list is for backyard poultry flock owners, 
recommended hatcheries and other spon-
sors are also listed on the GFBA website 
at www.gfba.org.

We offer a public forum for members 

Photo ©Mary McWade.

Great Times Sharing Experiences With Guinea Fowl

Breeds:
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and non-members alike 
at www.guineafowl.
com/board. Our forum 
does not require reg-
istration, so feel free 
to stop by for a visit 
anytime! Ask ques-
tions, share stories, 
photographs, and more 
without the fear of di-
vulging your identity 
or receiving any viruses 
or spam. We also offer a 
message board for teens 
and pre-teens at www.
guineafowl.com/4H. 
An example from our 
forum is as follows:

Question: How do I 
know if my guinea is a 
male or a female?

Answer: The adult 
guinea male is called a 
guinea cock. He makes 
a one-syllable sound 
when alerted by any-
thing unusual.  He is 
also recognized (as the 
adult pictured) by hav-
ing larger wattles than 
the female, and a some-
what larger helmet. He makes a one-syl-
lable sound only: “chi-chi-chi-chi...” The 
adult female is called the guinea hen.  She 
makes a two-syllable sound, commonly:  
“buck-wheat, buck-wheat.” She can imi-
tate the sound of the guinea cock.  Sound 
recordings can be heard at www.guinea-
fowl.com/fritsfarm/guineas/sounds/.

As keets, determining the sex is im-
possible until they discover their voices 
at about eight weeks of age. The size of 
the wattles on keets will be the nearly 
the same until they are a few months 
old when the wattles of the male begin 
to develop. (Vent sexing keets is impos-
sible, which is why hatcheries sell keets 
as straight-run).

Know that all guinea fowl are not 
bred for show, and the wattle sizes and 
shapes on some hens and cocks do not 
meet the guidelines set forth in the guinea 
fowl standards of perfection. Although 
wattle size and some actions may suggest 
the sex of an adult guinea, sound is the 
sure way to determine the sex (as is vent 
sexing older guineas). Of course, if your 

bird lays an egg, it is a hen. 
Here is a quote from GFBA member 

Mark Bullock of Mississippi who could 
not have said it better:

“I joined the GFBA because I 
wanted to learn more about guinea 
fowl. Once I found the group of people 
that are the GFBA I wanted to be a part 
of the group, wanted it to prosper, and 
wanted to help teach as well as learn. I 
had hoped that I would be able to learn 
guinea fowl husbandry; what sort of 
housing, food, and medical care would 
be necessary to maintain a flock of 
guineas, but I have benefited from it 
much more than that.

“What I have gained by being a 
member of the group was an asso-

ciation with a variety 
of people that have a 
desire to have healthy 
fowl that are either egg 
and meat producers, 
consumers of nuisance 
weeds and insects, or 
pets. I have learned to 
listen to all opinions, 
and have learned to be 
patient with those that 
are slow to understand. 
I have had the pleasure 
of having been the one 
who thought of the right 
answer to a problem, 
and I have been the 
“goat” that answered 
too quickly not knowing 
what needed to be said.

“I intend to con-
tinue my membership 
because I feel that the 
group is worthy of con-
tinued existence. No 
matter how many in-
structional manuals are 
written, no matter how 
many FAQs are posted, 
there will always be a 
need for likeminded 

people to get together, either at an annual 
convention, daily by correspondence on 
a message board, or bi-weekly in a dedi-
cated chat room to talk about, teach about 
and learn about their responsibilities to 
their livestock.”

For more information about the Guin-
ea Fowl Breeders Association (GFBA), 
including a list of our advisors, accom-
plishments and more, visit our website at 
www.gfba.org 

Our March 2007 GFBA Convention 
is discussed in the Dec, 06/Jan, 07 issue 
(page 18) of Backyard Poultry’s “Coming 
Events” section. 

Jeannette Ferguson is author of 
the book Gardening with Guineas and 
President of the Guinea Fowl Breed-
ers Association. For details about 
training and raising guinea fowl from 
egg through adult, you can get your 
own copy of the book Gardening with 
Guineas: A Step by Step Guide to Rais-
ing Guinea Fowl On a Small Scale, 
available from the Backyard Poultry 
bookstore on page 52.   
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German Geese, the Old Gray Goose 
and Other Historic Types

has been spread widely over the rest of 
Germany and much of Eastern Europe. 
It is the most common breed in Poland as 
well as Germany and very popular in the 
Czech Republic and Slovakia.

Several varieties exist including the 
Gray, White, Gray Saddlebacks and Buff 
Saddlebacks. In Germany the solid buff 
version is known as the Celler Goose. It 
clearly comes from the same background 
but was developed as a separate strain 
northeast of Hanover. Historically, the 
Gray variety was the most common but 
in many areas the Saddlebacks predomi-
nate today. As little as 35 years ago, these 
geese were common wherever Germans 
had settled in North America. Today they 
are nearly gone. Only the Saddleback 
varieties have been recognized by the 
APA. Unfortunately, only a few of these 
flocks are now genuine.

The Pomeranian group is descended 
from the Eastern Graylag and should 
have its pink or flesh-colored bill and 
feet. Despite more than two centuries 
of history in North America, Pomera-
nians were not recognized by the APA 

until 1977. The initial standard 
was written to reflect the 

breed’s background as 
a medium-sized goose. 
APA standard sizes of 17 

lbs. for old ganders and 15 lbs. for 
old hens are near the upper limit of 
the breed’s typical size. Yet many 
birds winning today are much 
larger, and also have orange 
bills and feet. These changes 
came about not by selection of 

Pomeranians but by crossing Buff 
and Gray Geese with Embdens and 

selecting for the desired Saddleback Pat-
tern. This has led to serious fights about 
the proper standard.

No matter how you write the stan-
dard, geese with orange bills and feet 
are not historically Pomeranians. By the 

way, Saddlebacks of this type usually 
have dual lobed paunches while true 
Pomeranians and generally most geese 
descended from Eastern Graylags have 
a single lobe. Geese of the wrong type 
probably should be called American 
Saddlebacks although Saddleback geese 
from a Western Graylag background have 
been long known in Scandinavia and 
Britain and although some of these have 
reached North America, they have little 
relationship to the false Pomeranians we 
are talking about.

I first became acquainted with the 
Pomeranian group in the mid-1960s 
when I used to accompany Slim Folk and 
Mr. McClintock, two of Dewart’s older 
poultrymen, to a livestock auction near 
where I live now.

During our first fall visit, I found 
several turkey crates of pink-billed and 
footed geese unlike anything I had ever 
seen. (Actually, I had probably driven by 
lots of them but had never gotten close 
enough to tell that they weren’t Grays or 
Embdens or of that background.)

“Look at these,” I said. Slim sort 
of sniffed and said, “German Geese.” I 
could tell he wasn’t impressed.

“They aren’t in the Standard,” said 
McClintock.

“They should be,” I replied.
I was right then and I still am.
Poultry conservationists should work 

to straighten out the misunderstandings 
with the standard and obtain recognition 
for the Buff, Gray and White varieties. 
Most importantly, we need to find and 
preserve remnant flocks. Keep your eyes 
open when you are at swaps, auctions, 
shows and pass goose flocks. In recent 
years, I’ve seen such birds in Pennsyl-
vania, Virginia, West Virginia, Ohio and 
Maryland. Glenn Drowns got a small 
flock from a family of German descent 
in Iowa not too many years ago. Don’t 
worry too much if they are not the proper 

By craig russell

president, sppa
draWing cOurtesy OF sppa memBer 

rOBert a. gary, neW Jersey

Geese were once the traditional 
Christmas meal and competitive 
with turkeys for special occa-

sions and large get-togethers anytime. 
But today, due to concerns about high fat 
diets, and the decline of the traditional 
family farm (geese are less well-adapted 
to factory production than chickens or 
turkeys), the geese are the least used 
of our traditional poultry. Commercial 
production has nearly ceased and what 
remains of it is largely dominated by 
Embdens. Yet unlike the situation with 
turkeys, whose commercial production 
has soared far beyond traditional levels 
but many historic varieties are flirt-
ing with extinction, most recognized 
breeds of geese have remained relatively 
popular as show birds and have retained 
safe population levels. However, some 
populations that were historically among 
the most important types in traditional 
American agriculture are in serious de-
cline and need immediate help.

Perhaps the German or Pomera-
nian group is the best example. This 
breed seems to have originated in the 
Pomeran or Pomorze region of east-
ern Germany between the rivers Oder 

and Vistula. It 

Pomeranian
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pattern. If they have the proper type, we 
can sort the rest out.

Historically, the Pomeranians were 
the second largest group of geese in North 
America.

The other large group we need to 
worry about was the largest until around 
30 years ago.

This was simply the Gray Goose, the 
traditional goose of farm and homestead, 
a large version of the Western Graylag. 
Through the 1960s, agricultural records 
recorded it as the most common goose in 
the U.S. I suspect it had the same status 
in Canada.

This goose is still with us, but now 
all too often is called the Commercial 
Toulouse. This name makes it the Jerusa-
lem artichoke of poultry. The Jerusalem 
artichoke is a wonderful vegetable, but 
it is a sunflower, not an artichoke and it 
has absolutely nothing to do with Jeru-
salem. Other than those small items, it is 
well named.

Calling the Gray Goose a Commer-
cial Toulouse is somewhat worse. It not 
only isn’t a Toulouse, it is the goose of 
traditional agriculture, not modern com-
merce and if you can get by those prob-
lems, the name leads to confusion with 
the real Toulouse, which is a goose of an 
entirely different type and background. 
The only thing the two have in common 
is their color, gray.

The Commercial Toulouse name 
started a wrong-headed mid-20th cen-
tury marketing ploy. The Gray, while 
smaller than the Toulouse, is generally a 
better layer, easier to finish, not as fatty, 
matures earlier, and historically was a 
better parent.

Gray breeds and Gray varieties of 
breeds are widespread in Europe and 
the American Gray Goose population 
certainly has a mixed background. The 
old English Gray probably predominates 
and Gray Pomeranians have certainly 
had some influence as shown by indi-
viduals with partially pink bills and the 
tendency of some flocks to produce both 
single-lobed and pink-billed and footed 
individuals. Lesser influences probably 
include Grays from Scandinavian and 
other western European sources. Perhaps 
even such French Grays as the Landes 
and Agricoles and Alsace. In recent 
years, even the Toulouse influenced some 

Eastern Graylag 
male and female.

strains. The end result has been a distinc-
tive population similar to but somewhat 
larger than the English Gray. The first 
American Buffs appeared as sports from 
this population. Some Buff strains were 
developed from or perfected with the use 
of Pomeranian stock. Nevertheless, they, 
and the Grays are pretty obviously two 
varieties of the same breed.

While the Gray population has 
slipped drastically in the last 40 years, 
the semi-commercial strains being 
called Commercial Toulouse have kept 
them from being really endangered. But 
the problem facing us with this breed 
is preserving strains that retain their 
historic production values. The Grays 
have always been noted as layers and 
some “modern” strains may actually 
have shown some improvement, how-
ever brooding and parenting skills have 
been seriously degraded in some cases. 
A number of historic strains routinely sat 
twice a year. In the last several years, I’ve 
had a number of contacts from people 
interested in winning standard recogni-
tion for the Gray. That is a hopeful sign. 
What we need next is someone to head 
up the effort.

Historically, Pomeranians and Grays 
were the most important breeds in North 
America but some other interesting and 
genetically important breeds have had an 
American presence, and now are on the 
verge of slipping into oblivion.

The Blue Goose is a striking light 
blue color, patterned like a Gray. This 
goose has never been common but there 
have been fixed strains. This is argu-
ably the most attractive domestic 
goose. American populations 
may be in part descended from 
the German Steinbacher, a small fighting 
goose (that’s right, geese as well as chick-
ens were once bred for combat) and the 
only established breed that I know of that 
is routinely this color. Not even Dale Rice 
and Bruce Lentz were 
sure of the 
genetics 
at work 
h e r e . 
Bruce felt 
that it was a simple 
recessive dilute of Gray. 
Dale believed that it 
might breed like blue 

in chickens. The only one I ever owned 
died before I could breed it. The Ameri-
can Blues I’ve seen are like the Grays in 
size and type. In fact, they often originate 
from Gray flocks. Pomeranians some-
times produce birds of this color also. 
This goose deserves to be preserved 
because of its beauty.

Auto-sexing geese also have an 
early American history. At one time, 
this goose was well established in New 
England. Eventually, they were mixed 
with or replaced by later importations. 
However, over the years pure stock has 
been reported in Western Pennsylvania, 
Virginia and of course New England. 
SPPA member Bernard Gill found a flock 
in West Virginia some years ago and is 
working with them. 

Let’s Save the Geese!
Individuals showing these traits 

should be secured for organized breeding 
programs if at all possible. If you know 
of well-established Gray flocks with 
well-developed natural reproduction or 
any of the others at all, bring them to the 
SPPA’s attention.

 SPPA officers and staff may be 
reached at the following:

Craig Russell, President, phone: 
(570) 837-3157

Dr. Charles R.H. Everett, Secretary-
Treasurer, crheverett@bellsouth.net or 
phone: (803) 960-2114

Christine Heinrichs, Publicity Direc-
tor, e-mail: christine.heinrichs@gmail.

com or (608) 243-8178
The SPPA main page can be 

found at www.feathersite.com/
Poultry/SPPA/SPPA.html.
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Getting Started 
in Quail

Top to bottom: Adult Texas A&M quail; Adult Button 
quail; and Cinda’s own variety, the CBF Super Quail.

By cinda Brent

cBF superquail

arkansas

There are many benefits to raising quail. They make 
good birds for meat production, egg production (for 
culinary delight or hatching eggs), hunting birds, 4-H 

projects, and just for sheer enjoyment. Getting a better idea of 
what you would like to do with the quail and how you would 
like to house them plays a key role in deciding which variety 
to choose. Our small-feathered friends consist of Bobwhite, 
Texas A&M Coturnix, XLD1 or Jumbo Brown Coturnix, Chi-
nese Painted or Button quail and our own developed variety, 
CBF SuperQuail.

Bobwhites are a classic game bird to raise. They are good 
for hunting, have a very pleasant call, and can be used as meat 
or egg production birds as well. Before considering this variety, 
one should always check with their state wildlife organization to 
see what is required to keep these animals, and get any necessary 
permit(s). Most states do not require the same type of monitor-
ing for the other types of quail, as they are not found in the wild 
here—but it is better safe than sorry. Bobwhites are among the 
least calm quail, take four months to mature, and require more 
room than the other varieties. They can be more susceptible to 
diseases and have more of a tendency to pick at one another. I 
think that the Bobwhite is best to consider if you are looking for a 
quail to hunt, or if you wish to watch them in an outdoor pen and 
listen to their lovely call. If you are a fan of pickled eggs, their 
eggs have a distinct advantage over their Coturnix counterparts, 
as the egg is without pigment and does not “dirty” a pan when 
boiling or froth up like the pigmented eggs do.

Texas A&M Coturnix (Coturnix is commonly pronounced 
like the girl’s name, Courtney; or the scientific term is kuh-
TURNicks) became appealing to us as a meat bird as it matures 
very quickly at only six weeks, where our Bobwhites take four 
months to mature. (We prefer butchering at eight weeks instead 
of six for just a little extra weight gain.) Texas A&M are easy 
to raise and fairly unsusceptible to disease, are easy to handle 
and very laid back birds who are prolific layers. They are easy 
to recapture if one should slip out of the pen while you are 
tending to them, and are capable of reasonable flight but are not 
strong flyers in comparison to Bobwhites. Texas A&Ms would 
even make nice pets for children or children at heart. We have 
found them acceptable as meat birds, with light colored skin 
and white feathers, Texas A&Ms make attractive dressed birds 
at about four to seven ounces at best, unless you have a jumbo 
variety which we plan on incorporating soon.

XLD1 or Jumbo Brown Coturnix quail are similar to the all-
white Texas A&Ms, except they are a more classic looking bird 
in brown and black markings and they are a bit larger. XLD1s 
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mature at six weeks and are also prolific layers, but will dress 
out at seven to eight weeks weighing eight to 12 ounces. Like 
the Texas A&M, they are laid back and easy to recapture should 
one jump out of its cage, and are capable of flight but are not 
strong flyers. They would make a poor choice for hunting, as 
would Texas A&Ms. XLD1s are larger, but darker feathered and 
skinned birds and are not quite as attractive as dressed birds, 
but are still acceptable. An XLD1 egg is typically larger than 
an egg of a Bobwhite or Texas A&M.

Chinese Painted or Button quail are the tiniest quail and come 
in a variety of beautiful colors. Much too small for a meat bird, 
they fall closer into the category of a pet although they are useful 
in aviaries. If you don’t fancy butchering your own birds or eating 
a quail, this may be the perfect bird for you! Button quail are use-
ful for picking up spilled feed that larger birds leave behind, and 
typically get along in a pen with larger birds as long as they have 
Button quail size “hidey places” in which to escape. They are also 
good foster-parents, very helpful, should you have an unthrifty or 
single-hatch chick, in providing company and encouraging another 
chick to eat and drink. Their personalities and antics are amazing 
and they are wonderful to get along with. We keep at least one 
Button quail in the house just to enjoy. They are not as noisy as 
their larger Coturnix cousins, but make a multitude of pleasant 
little sounds and calls. I have read that it is a great culinary delight 
to pickle their eggs, but am afraid I have neither the quantity of 
birds nor the patience to peel an egg so tiny! (I have had success, 
however, pickling eggs from the larger varieties of quail.) Beware 
that the babies can be difficult to incubate and raise due to their 
size, we have had babies jump out the back of the incubator and 
found them all exploring the incubator room floor! Fortunately 
we caught them quickly (although the hatchlings are about the 
size of a bumblebee and lightning-fast) and provided them with a 
heat light and proper nursery conditions, this was not the disaster 
it could have been.

Our own variety of quail are called CBF SuperQuail, and 
they have been developed from our other varieties of quail who 
exhibited the best qualities that we were looking for. They are 
a light buff in color, with darker flecks throughout but have the 
nice appearance in a dressed bird. CBF SuperQuail are quick to 
mature, laying eggs at six weeks and making a lovely dressed bird 
at 7-8 weeks. They favor the larger 14+ ounce size for a live bird 
and will weigh approximately 8-12 ounces as dressed birds. We 
have found them to be just as hardy and easy-going as the other 
Coturnix varieties. Another major bonus is that these are easy to sex 
at maturity—the boys will show a dark mask and the girls have a 
lighter one. They are truly our favorites, and we have bred several 
generations to select what we feel truly is a “Super” quail.

Housing
In regards to housing indoors, Bobwhite quail require nearly 

twice as much space as any of the larger Coturnix varieties. 
Button quail require similar housing as Bobwhites, and the 
pens for both are somewhat more extensive. Essentially, 12 
Bobwhites can be housed in a cage that is 24" x 30" x 8"” tall 
(with dividers for three individual areas) or Button quail can be 
housed in a similar manner with either one pair per section, or 
three females and one male per condo. Button quail are more 

Above: XLD1 adult female quail.
Below: Sub-adult Bobwhite female quail.

difficult to feed with an external trough system, as they are so 
tiny it is easier for them to escape.

A note on the cage size, the 24" x 30" size is standard and 
you can make your own dropping trays or purchase ones already 
made, or easily buy other accessories such as external feed or 
water troughs that fit this size cage. It is easy to reach to the 
back of it (our first grower cages were huge and it was hard to 
catch birds who hid in the back). If you need to take it out for 
cleaning or to move a group of birds for any reason, it is easy 
and not especially heavy.

The other Coturnix varieties can be housed in the same 
size pen without dividers. If you are using external feeding 
and watering or cup watering, up to 25 birds may be housed 
in one cage with five of them being male. If your feed and 
water are on the inside, no more than 20 birds should share 
accommodations.
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Hatch Eggs or Purchase Chicks?
Let us take a slight detour now that we 

have discussed some different varieties of 
quail, the pros and cons of each, and the 
spacing requirements for each. To start 
out, it may be easiest for you (providing 
you have or are willing to obtain a suit-
able incubator) to purchase hatching eggs. 
Keep in mind the limitations of your in-
cubator, brooders and grower and/or adult 
pens as well as the hatch rate for shipped 
eggs. Because we never know what will 
happen in transit, it is best to expect no 
more than 50% of a hatch rate for eggs 
that have been shipped. We have had great 
success overall in purchasing and hatching 
shipped eggs, and our hatch rates have var-
ied from 30% to 80%. (Keep in mind that 
quail can grow very quickly and need their 
housing expanded to fit their needs. Quail 
that are overcrowded tend to be much 
more susceptible to disease, picking, and 
a slower rate of growth or overall stunted 
size.) If your goal is 100 adult birds, you 
may want to purchase 200-250 hatching 
eggs. If your hatch rate is 50%, that will 
give you 125 chicks and a margin for error 
should unforeseen problems occur.

That said, there are distinct advan-
tages to hatching eggs yourself versus 
buying day-old chicks or older birds. 
You have the least chance of bringing in 
disease from another flock by hatching 
your own purchased eggs. Of course, you 
always want to make sure that the equip-
ment you use, such as incubators and 
their associated parts, brooders, feeders 
and waterers are all disinfected between 
uses. A dirty incubator could result in 
poor hatch rates and/or unhealthy chicks 
that can suffer bacterial infection.

The Brooder
For a brooder, there are many choices 

from using a cardboard box, beneficial 
for being disposable but not very secure; 
an aquarium or plastic tote for which 
you can make a mesh cover more eas-
ily—dampness and air circulation are the 
biggest issues with this type of brooder; a 
cardboard, plastic or mesh circle in which 
the ground or floor is a base may be con-
sidered, it can be expanded as needed but 
again, the top is not secure. Keep in mind 
that if raising Bobwhites or Button quail 
that they can fly within a few short days 
and may flutter out of the brooder. 1/2" 

square hardware cloth does not make the 
best brooder for quail, as the flooring is 
too large for their tiny feet and they can 
stick their heads through the mesh and 
become trapped! You can adapt a cage 
like this by adding cardboard to the in-
side walls to prevent body parts sticking 
out and lining with rubbery shelf-liner 
for secure footing. Another option is to 
make one or more brooders with 3/8" or 
1/4" mesh all around. You cannot easily 
use external trough feeders with chicks 
as they can often crawl through an open-
ing designed to allow them to feed. My 
favorite waterer for chicks is a plastic 
pop-bottle waterer, with its base on the 
floor of the brooder and three marbles 
inside so that the chicks do not drown or 
wade through the water and chill them-
selves. Colored marbles will help attract 
the chicks to drink. For the first week, 
food should be placed on the floor but 
not deep enough that the babies may have 
slippery footing if they walk through it 
(and they will). When they are larger, a 
commercial feeder may be used or you 
can make your own with a leftover con-
tainer or shallow butter-tub. Simply cut 
several holes in the top so that the birds 
can feed (make sure there are no sharp 
edges). This works best for even adult 
Button quail and intermediate-sized quail 
chicks of any other type.

A quick word of warning: newspaper 
and cedar shavings make poor choices for 
flooring for any baby poultry or gamebird. 
The newspaper does not allow for proper 
footing and can contribute to spraddle-leg, 
especially in heavier or fast-growing types 
of birds. Cedar shavings are poisonous, but 
I dislike the use of any shavings because 
young chicks sometimes eat them before 
they “figure out” what food is. Further-
more, it can be dusty and cause respiratory 
distress—hardly a way to start out a little 
chick’s life. I have found that the best 
and easiest flooring for infant chicks is 
the rubbery shelf-liner that you can buy 
almost anywhere. It can be washed in a 
dishwasher without heat-dry cycle or in 
the washing machine on cool, and hung or 
drip-dried, and disinfected for reusing. We 
replace ours at least every season.

No matter what type of brooder you 
have, remember that the young babies 
need a draft-free area. Placing a brooder 
near a door to the outside would not 

Top: This stack housing is one of the first 
ones the Brents made. They tried 1x2" 
slats to rest the cages on. They found this 
was not nearly as clean as using the all-
thread. That stack has since been retired. 

Bottom: The stack housing currently 
being used. 
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be the best location. You will need the 
capability of hanging a heat-lamp or 
clamping it onto something nearby to 
provide the chicks with 95-100 degree 
heat for the first week, and about five 
degrees less per week until the birds are 
at room temperature. This is especially 
important until they are fledged. You can 
also change the bulb to a lower or higher 
wattage, as long as you keep the bulb far 
enough away from the babies so that they 
do not get burned.

Stack Cages
All of the cages that we use are 24" x 

30" in floor size. This will accommodate 
up to 75 chicks for one to two weeks. 
With each brood, I typically add one cage 
every time I move and rearrange them 
until I end up with just 20-25 in one cage. 
Our Bobwhites are separated into their 
breeding groups. At that point they are in 
adult cages with external feed trough and 
automatic watering cups. Always make 
sure that you can provide plenty of food 
and water to your quail. If they gobble 
up the feed in the first 10 minutes or if 
two-quart waterers will not last them half 
a day, you may have an overcrowding 
problem and need to consider “upsizing” 
their living quarters.

Our adult pens utilize a homemade 
stack with inside frame dimensions 
slightly larger than the cages, and should 
allow four to six inches of space between 
a pen and the dropping tray below it. Five 
cages can be easily stacked if 2x4x8s are 
used for framework, although if you are 
setting this up for a shorter person (like 
me) or a child, a stack of four is more 
appropriate and you will still need a step-
stool to reach the top cage. Let the cages 
rest on 3/8" all-thread (we tried smaller 
wood but it holds droppings near the birds 
and is difficult to disinfect). If you prefer 
(and have the extra headroom) casters can 
be easily added to these stacks for ease 
of moving and cleaning.

Using this system, 48-60 Bobwhites 
or Button quail and 80-125 Coturnix quail 
can be kept in an area that is 30" x 36" x 
8' tall. Multiple stacks should be arranged 
so that there is adequate room between 
them to clean and enough space to pull out 
dropping trays, usually 40-48". 

A few notes on keeping quail in close 
quarters like this. Dropping trays should 

Author Cinda Brent with her other 
favorite poultry, a Blue Jersey Giant.

be cleaned frequently, about every other 
day. If you are putting the birds under light 
to increase their egg production, you will 
need lights down lower for the bottom two 
levels in your stacks, as these cages will 
not receive as much light from the ceiling. 
Standard-size flourescent light bulbs work 
well for this purpose without running up a 
horrid electric bill.

Now that we’ve looked into a few 
varieties of quail including benefits and li-
abilities for each, housing requirements and 
some ideas of how to get started in raising 
quail, I wish you all the best of luck with 
the poultry or game birds who have won a 
place in your heart and on your farm!

Cinda and family have two farm 
names, Cinda’s Blue Jersey Giants and 
more commonly, CBF SuperQuail. CBF 
stands for Cinda Brent Family, as the 
poultry and game bird ventures are en-
joyed as a family project. They all enjoy 
the birds and Frank, a disabled Vietnam 
veteran, started it all with a home flock of 

WELLS POULTRY
HOUSING
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• Opens at dawn / closes at dusk or
    according to optional timer

www.chicken-house.co.uk/backyard
info@chicken-house.co.uk

0044 495 313 838

• From $140 including shipping
• Easily attached to your existing hen       
    house door in just a few minutes.

Order Online Today!

chickens about 12 years ago. They enjoy 
sharing knowledge through their websites 
and by offering what they refer to as “tech 
support” for their extended family of 
hatching egg and chick buyers. Visit their 
website at www.cbfsuperquail.com or see 
the CBF SuperQuail ad on page 9. 
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By dave andersOn, president

american pOultry assOciatiOn (apa)

The exhibiting of exhibition 
(show) poultry is a popular hobby 
throughout the world. It is not 

unusual to see poultry shows in Europe 
where there are 15,000 to 20,000 entries. 
Even in North America, we have seen 
shows in modern times where the entries 
exceed 10,000 birds. As an example, the 
“Crossroads of America” show held in 
Indianapolis this past November drew 
in excess of 11,600 birds. Currently the 
American Poultry Association (APA) 
sanctions approximately 260 shows an-
nually throughout North America. These 
shows vary in size from a handful of 
birds at some county fairs to the robust 
numbers seen in Indianapolis. 

The purpose of competing in these 
shows is for an exhibitor to compare their 
birds against those entered by other fanci-
ers and win prizes and recognition in the 
process. In addition there are “point sys-
tems” whereby exhibitors earn a certain 
number of points based on awards as they 
attempt to achieve a rating of “Master 
Breeder” or “Master Exhibitor.” 

Judging Poultry a Labor of Love
To provide a fair and honest evaluation 

of the birds, the show management hires 
qualified and licensed judges to pass judge-
ment on the birds and award prizes. Judges 
are licensed by the two major governing 
poultry organizations in North America 
– the American Poultry Association (APA) 
and the American Bantam Association 
(ABA). The licensing process is rigorous 
and time consuming, normally taking a 
minimum of three years from when the 
individual enters the apprentice program. 

During this time, the candidate must clerk 
at multiple shows with licensed judges and 
ultimately pass a “hands on” show room 
test and a written examination (based on 
the American Standard of Perfection). Cur-
rently there are about 300 licensed judges 
throughout North America.

Judges are hired by the management 
of the show where they will be engaged. 
First contact is usually by telephone or 
e-mail and, if an agreement is reached, a 
contract is issued to the judge. Judges are 
paid but normally only enough to cover 
expenses. Typical compensation is two 
nights lodging in a hotel, meals while at 
the show, and money to cover airfare and 
rental car if necessary. Therefore, judging 
is truly a “labor of love.” 

Most judges can handle approximately 
350–400 birds in a day. This varies ac-
cording to the keenness of competition. 
For instance, if the quality of birds is 
exceptional, it takes a longer time to com-
pare the birds and determine the minute 
differences that will make a difference in 
placings. Show management uses this as a 
guide to determine how many judges must 
be hired. For a small county fair with 400 
birds or less, only one judge is needed. At 
the Indianapolis show mentioned above, 
there were 17 judges. 

What happens when a judge arrives 
at the show? Most shows are held on 
Saturday or, in the case of two-day 
shows, Saturday and Sunday. Typically, 
the judge plans his/her arrival for Friday 
night and proceeds to the show hall to 
visit with show management and friends. 
If they fly in, often the show manage-
ment will meet them at the airport and 
drive them to the show hall. Exhibitors 
normally “coop in” their entries on Friday 
night or early Saturday morning (usually 

about 50-50). Therefore, there are plenty 
of people to visit with.

Integrity Paramount For Judging 
There are certain written rules and 

others that are not written that must be 
heeded lest the judge lose their license 
or not be asked back. Among the writ-
ten rules:
• A judge cannot show and judge at the 
same event.
• A judge must handle each bird he is 
judging (there are some exceptions).

The primary non-written rule is that 
a judge should not attempt to determine 
ownership of birds he will be judging. 
Thus when the judge arrives at the show 
room on Friday night, it is considered 
perfectly acceptable for him to talk to the 
exhibitors as long as they are not discuss-
ing the exhibitor’s birds. It is an absolute 
no-no to go over the birds in detail or try to 
obtain an Exhibitors List which references 
exhibitor numbers to exhibitor names. 

Judging usually commences at 9:00 
a.m. Saturday morning. Any exhibits not 
in place at that time will not be judged. 
The show management assigns each 
judge a clerk who will follow the judge 
during the course of the day and record 
the placings and results in all classes. 
Judges are provided their instructions and 
specific assignments and set to work. In 
a small show with one judge they will 
have to judge all entries. In a large show 
a judge may be assigned certain breeds or 
classes. For instance, at the Indianapolis 
show, I only judged three breeds – Brah-
mas, Polish, and Dutch. This amounted 
to 400-450 birds per day.

 Keep in mind that when a judge is 
examining a bird, he is mentally compar-
ing it to the description provided in the 

JUDGING
EXHIBITION 
POULTRY

assOciatiOns: 

A group of judges confer at the Crossroads 
of America Poultry Show, Indianapolis.
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Standard of Perfection. It is his job to 
determine which of the specimens most 
closely resemble that description. The 
“Standard” contains a Scale of Points 
which assigns points to each section 
of the bird (head, back, tail, legs, etc.). 
Some judges place marks on a bird’s 
card to remind them of their evaluation. 
In a class, the bird most resembling the 
“Standard description” receives 1st, the 
next 2nd and so on. This is called judging 
by comparison.

At most shows, aisles where judging 
is under way are “roped off” so that no 
one other than the judge and his clerk has 
access. This is to prevent any exhibitors 
from attempting to influence or bother the 
judge while he is working. Think about it, 
when a judge has just individually exam-
ined 50-100 birds comparing them to each 
other and to the “Standard” and is trying to 
determine a winner, he does not need his 
train of thought interrupted. However, most 
judges are more than willing to talk with 
you before and after judging and between 
classes if you have a true desire to learn.

Birds are arranged at the show ac-
cording to their variety, breed and class. 
Within each variety, birds are entered in 
specific classes – cock (male bird over 1 
year), hen (female over 1 year), cockerel 
(male under 1 year), pullet (female under 
1 year), or trio (1 male and 2 females). 
The judge proceeds to judge these classes 
variety by variety. For instance, at India-
napolis, in the Brahma bantam class, I 
began with the Buff cock birds (12) and 
placed them 1st through 5th. Then I did 
the same with hens (20), cockerels (39), 
pullets (52) and trios (4). At that point I 
compared all the first place birds and se-
lected a Best of Variety (BV) and Reserve 
of Variety (RV). I then did the same for 
the other varieties—Light Brahmas, Dark 
Brahmas, and Black Brahmas. 

The next step was to compare the Best 
and Reserve of Varieties to determine the 
Best and Reserve of Breed. In this case, the 
Best and Reserve of Variety Buff Brahmas 
went on to be Best and Reserve of Breed. 
These birds are then eligible to compete for 
even higher awards culminating in Grand 
Champion of the Show—everyone’s goal. 
If any of the readers have watched dog 
shows on tv this is a very similar process 
only birds are individually caged rather 
than walked on a leash. However, the idea 

of choosing Best of Variety, Best of Breed, 
Best of Class, and, ultimately, Champion 
of the Show, is identical.

Once all Best of Breeds have been 
selected, they are eligible to move on 
to Best of Class. For instance, Brahma 
bantams belong to the “Feather Legged” 
class and compete against other Feather 
Legged breeds to determine Best and 
Reserve Feather Legged. These class 
champions are then placed in “Champion 
Row.” This is an arrangement of cages in 
a prominent place in the show hall where 
all class champions are housed. 

At the end of the competition, all of the 
judges who officiated at the show gather at 
Champion Row and select Grand Cham-
pion and Reserve Champion of the Show. 
Once this is accomplished, the judge’s 
duties are officially over. However, many 
exhibitors have questions pertaining to the 
awards and a truly conscientious judge 
will be willing to spend some time with 
these fanciers discussing the placings and 
the merits of their birds.

In general, judging is a very rewarding 
experience. The majority of exhibitors are 
true sportsman and accept their wins and 
loses gracefully. There is the occasional 
“sore loser” but they can be taken with a 
grain of salt. My satisfaction comes from 
knowing I did my very best to make sure 
that each and every bird received a fair 
examination and, hopefully, wound up 
with the placing they deserved.  

If you wish to know more about 
the APA please visit their website at  
www.amerpoultryassn.com or contact 
the APA secretary, Pat Horstman, via 
telephone at (724) 729-3459 or e-mail 
secretaryapa@yahoo.com.

Hands-free chicken picker gets 
‘em spankin’ clean in 20 seconds!

Features:
   • Tough, UV-stabilized, food-grade, plastic   
     tub and housing
   • 1 HP motor, 10:1 speed reducer 
   • Spray ring to wash feathers away
   • Feather chute for tidy work area
   • Easy access, water-proof switch

“Also available: Scalder, Table & Cones”

 ONLY  $975!

www.schaferfarmsnaturalmeats.com
760 SW 55th Ave., Jamesport, MO 64648
660/684-6035 email to:dna76@grm.net

THE FEATHERMAN PRO

Featherman Pluckers

RIDGWAY HATCHERY

Chicks, 
Ducklings, 
Turkeys, 

Guineas, Game 
birds, Goslings, 
and Quail eggs. 

Books and egg cartons.

Call or write for your 
FREE catalog!

Ridgway Hatchery
P.O. Box 306 

La Rue 38, OH 43332
800-323-3825

www.ridgwayhatchery.com

84 years of quality and service, 
breeding and hatching experience, 

and professional integrity.

Order Today!

At the end of the competition, all of the 
judges who officiated at the show gather 
at Champion Row to select Grand 
Champion and Reserve Champion of the 
Show. 



64 Backyard Poultry

4-H: teaches youth life skills, 1/2:55
Answer Man (also see Health): Ron 
Kean, 1/1:17; 1/2:29; 1/3:25; 1/4:28; 
1/5:34; 1/6:22
Associations: American Bantam Assoc. 
(ABA), 1/1:13; American Poultry Assoc. 
(APA), 1/1:13; Guinea Fowl Breeders 
Association (GFBA), 1/6:19; Society for 
the Preservation of Poultry Antiquities 
(SPPA), 1/1:35, 46; SPPA peers into his-
tory, 1/2:24; What is APA?, 1/6:61
Avian Influenza: networks hype “deadly” 
nature, 1/3:59; protecting poultry, Q & A, 
1/3:53; safety precautions, 1/2:60; SPPA 
at workshop, 1/2:59
Beebe, Terry: Regency Poultry, United 
Kingdom, 1/5:21
Book reviews: Chicken Coops: 45 Build-
ing Plans for Housing Your Flock, 1/5:50; 
Farmstead Egg Cookbook, The, 1/6:60; 
Gardening With Guineas, 1/1:43; Living 
with Chickens, 1/2:57
Biosecurity: USDA calendar, 1/6:19
Breeding: questions and answers, 1/1:24; 
traditional home flock, 1/2:9
Breeds: 18th century livestock on PA farm, 
1/3:43; getting started with chickens, 
turkeys, geese, ducks, 1/1:12; heritage 
colonial flock breeds, 1/1:50; purity pro-
gression chart, 1/2:10
Brooder: cardboard design, 1/2:26
Broody hens: let nature do it, 1/3:12; 
selecting for, 1/3:17
Business: Cherrie Nolden, Prairie Para-
dise Farms, LLC, WI; Dennis Harrison-
Noonan, Isthmus Handyman, LLC, WI, 
1/1:7; direct marketing to restaurants, 
1/2:34; Far Out House, CA, 1/4:38; 
feathers for fly fishing, 1/1:30; specialty 
producers, 1/3:33; Whole Farm Co-opera-
tive, MN, 1/3:30
Butchering (also see Culling): how-tos, 
1/4:43
Chicken: bathing, 1/4:60; carrier, make, 
1/6:14; for chicken soup, 1/3:50; in Bev-
erly Hills, 1/3:64; integrating differing 
ages, 1/5:14; pleasures of raising, 1/5:52; 
small flock, 1/1:55; “talk,” 1/4:62 
  Breeds: historic, 1/1:50 
    Bantam: why raise, 1/3:65
    Bantam Plymouth Rock: 1/5:51       

    Delawares: by accident, 1/2:41
    Dominiques:1/1:50; 1/5:52
    Dorkings: 1/1:50
    Game Bantams: 1/4:58
    Javas: 1/5:52
    Old English Game: 1/1:51
    Serama: smallest & lightest, 1/2:36
    Wyandotte Bantam: 1/6:48
Chicks (also see Answer Man): medicated 
feed for, 1/1:17; poor growth, 1/6:29; 
proper temperature, 1/4:31; starting right, 
1/2:25
Children: 4-H teaches youth life skills, 
1/2:55; APA-ABA joint show, 1/5:18;  
young man shares knowledge, 1/4:59; 
youth program, 1/3:62 
Cock (see Rooster)
Crossword puzzle: 1/2:65
Culling: according to the Standard, 
1/4:42; methods of, 1/4:41
Ducks: ducklings hatched by hen, 
1/6:65
  Breeds: Hookbill, 1/1:35
Dust: control in coops, 1/1:19; dustbox, 
building, 1/6:46
Education: poultry classes, Far Out Farm, 
1/4:36
Eggs (also see Incubating): candling, 
1/3:15; cleaning, 1/6:58; decreased 
production, 1/3:27, 1/4:29; egg-eating, 
1/5:35; folklore, 1/6:16; retained, 1/3:27; 
small goose, 1/3:26; soft shells, 1/4:31; 
unusual, photos, 1/5:36; winter produc-
tion, 1/6:37
Feathers: for fly fishing, 1/1:30; make 
pillows, 1/4:50
Feed & Nutrition: corn to chickens, 
1/2:31; drown-proof waterer, 1/3:48; feed-
ing show poultry, 1/1:47; feed grinder, 
make, 1/4:21; feeder design, 1/2:27, 1/4:20; 
fly maggots for protein, 1/5:60; from home-
stead resources, 1/5:55; grocery produce 
waste, 1/3:7; mixing home rations, 1/4:15, 
1/6:8; sprouts, grain, 1/5:56; table scraps, 
1/1:58, 1/2:63, 1/3:61; water fonts, make 
hanging, 1/5:10; winter rations, 1/5:61 
Fire ants: ridding poultry house of, 
1/4:23
Free-range: fencing, 1/2:45; guineas for 
tick control, 1/1:18; home rations, 1/2:61; 
roosters as roasters, 1/2:33; seminar, At-

tica, NY 2006, 1/2:54
Geese: and small eggs, 1/3:26; as watch-
dogs, 1/2:31; for grass control, 1/1:40; 
mate in January, 1/1:41; neglected as 
poultry, 1/6:52
Guineas: raising, 1/6:54; tick control, 
1/1:18 & 32
Hatcheries: Braggs Mtn., Hoover’s 
Hatchery, 1/2:21; Whole Farm Coopera-
tive, MN, 1/3:30
Health (Also see Answer Man): add-
ing new birds, 1/2:29; allergies, 1/6:26; 
bloody eggs, 1/3:25; broody or sick?, 
1/4:31; broody, force hen?, 1/6:23; cod 
liver oil & electrolytes, 1/5:40; combs, 
floppy, 1/6:24; control coop dust, 1/1:19; 
crooked toes, 1/2:32; decreased egg pro-
duction, 1/3:27; “decrowing” roosters, 
1/1:17; diatomaceous earth for worms, 
1/5:9; dustbath behavior, 1/3:22; dustbox 
build, 1/6:46; egg-eating, 1/5:35, 1/6:24; 
eggs, misshapen, 1/5:37; feather loss, 
1/5:34; feeding corn, 1/2:31; free-range 
& predators, 1/1:17; geese as watchdogs, 
1/2:31; goose w/small eggs, 1/3:26; 
growth, poor, 1/6:29; hen crowing nor-
mal, 1/4:28; imprinting, 1/3:28; keeping 
warm, 1/2:31; leg problems in turkeys, 
1/4:30; lethargy, 1/6:27; Marek’s disease, 
info resources, 1/6:8; medicated feed for 
chicks, 1/1:17; mites, 1/4:33; mites & 
lice, treat organically?, 1/6:22; mixing 
chickens & turkeys, 1/2:29; nestboxes, 
won’t lay in, 1/6:22; Newcastle disease, 
info resources, 1/6:8; guineas for tick 
control, 1/1:18; gut bacteria (probi-
otic), 1/4:32; overprotective hen, 1/4:29; 
predator possibilities, 1/3:26; prolapsed 
cloaca, 1/2:29, 1/3:10; scaly leg mite, 
1/1:17, 1/4:28, 1/5:37; shriveled comb, 
1/3:26; snakes in henhouse, 1/4:31; soft 
shells, 1/4:31; space requirements for 
chickens, 1/1:23; starting chicks, 1/2:25; 
stop laying, 1/4:29; tough meat, 1/3:25; 
toxic plants, 1/6:29; turkeys for backyard 
flock, 1/2:30; worms, intestinal, 1/6:30
Housing (also see Manure): is animal 
bedding safe?, 1/3:7; chicken coop build-
ing instructions, 1/1:10; coop design (Gail 
Damerow), 1/1:21; coop tour, MadCity 
Chickens, 1/5:46; miscellaneous photos 
of, 1/6:62; Omlet Eglu (portable hous-
ing), 1/6:56; portable runs, make, 1/5:12; 
secure from predators, 1/3:56; winter heat, 
1/2:31; winter, preparing for, 1/6:33, 37
Incubating: in skillet, 1/2:18; and sea-
sons, 1/3:11
Livestock: & poultry co-housing, 1/6:17
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MadCity (WI) Chickens: coop tour, 
1/5:46; Political movement,  Madison, 
WI, 1/1:6
Manure: deep litter, 1/6:43; management 
of, 1/6:42
National Animal Identification System 
(NAIS): 1/1:44; Feds outlaw buying/sell-
ing, 1/4:54; sample letters & phone call for 
congressmen, 1/4:56
Nutrition (see Feed)
Pasture poultry (see Free range)
Peacocks: care & raising, 1/4:34
Pets: Caring for Betsy, 1/5:64; handi-
capped birds, 1/5:63
Pigeons: family hobby, 1/6:50
Poultry saddle: make to protect bare 
backs, 1/6:15
Predators: bobcat, 1/4:9; coyote, 1/4:9; 
eats heads, 1/3:25; fox, 1/4:8; hawks, 
1/5:41; Jack Russells Terriers for rats, 
1/3:8, 1/4:12; mink, 1/4:10; miscella-
neous, 1/5:42; multiple birds lost, 1/4:8; 
Nite Guard light, 1/2:50; owl, 1/4:9; poi-
son alternative, 1/3:8;  rats, part I, 1/2:52; 
rats, part II, 1/3:35; snakes, 1/4:31; sulfur,  
powdered for snakes, 1/5:8
Probiotics: gut bacteria, 1/4:32
Pullets: brooding, 1/1:55
Recipes: Bacon Bleu Cheese Chicken, 
1/4:53; Coq-au-vin, 1/2:58; Chicken 
Dumpling Soup, 1/3:50; curing & smok-
ing, 1/1:53; Custard, Best Baked, 1/6:59; 
Egg Salad Pinwheels, 1/1:52; freezing 
eggs, 1/1:52; Ham & Asparagus Strata, 
1/2:58; Honey Mustard Baked Chicken, 
1/4:52; Loaded Chicken Alfredo, 1/4:53; 
Pickled Beets & Eggs, 1/6:60
Rooster: aggression towards people, 
1/2:14; fertility, 1/2:30; free-range roast-
ers, 1/2:33; working with, 1/2:13
Shipping: postal update (Oct. 2006), 
1/5:7, 1/6:10
Stromberg, Loyl: 1/1:42
Tour: European Poultry 2006, 1/1:42; 
2006 updates, 1/2:24
Turkeys: backyard flock, 1/2:30; history 
& varieties, 1/5:28, 1/6:12; leg problems, 
1/4:30, 1/5:9; mixing with chickens, 
1/2:29
  Breeds: Bourbon Red, 1/5:26, 
  Heritage,   1/1:38
Urban areas: MadCity Chickens, 1/1:6; 
raising fowl, 1/1:57; Chickens in the City, 
documentary, 1/6:64; community garden, 
GA, 1/4:63
Waterfowl: drown-proof waterer, 1/3:48; 
homestead flock, 1/3:45; words you 
should know, 1/3:39

Why Choose A Hova-Bator?
Versital, proven, thermostat 
with great accuracy from 72oF 
to 110oF.  Incubates all types of 
eggs from birds and reptiles.

Easy read red column ther-
mometer rides on top of the 
eggs for good viewing and 
accurate temperature.

New, heavy-duty 
turner motor for 
heavier loads.

Thicker and sturdier side-
walls with rounded corners 
and ample airflow vents.

High  s ides  on 
bottom to hold in 
hatched chicks 
when top is re-
moved.

Excellent insulation allows 
use of a low wattage heater 
(25 Watts).

6.75” Head room 
for large chicks like 
duck and goose.

Simple effective turner.  No 
individual cups to insert or 
maintain.  Turner available 
for goose eggs too. 

Durable, washable liner 
to keep bottom clean and 
leak proof.

P.O.  BOX 1552   SAVANNAH, GEORGIA  31402-1552 U.S.A.     PHONE 912-236-0651

www.GQFMFG.com
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Superior Farms, LLC.

Superior 
Farms

Commited
TO

Excellence

OVER 50 YEARS 
 EXPERIENCE

Breeding & Showing Exhibition Poultry

Selling over 175 Breeds of:

Large Chickens
Bantams

Ducks
Geese 

Turkeys

Call or Write for Availability & Pricing

Superior Farms, LLC
P.O. Box 22546

Oklahoma City, OK 73123
 (405) 639-2187 (price list) (405) 921-7148 (avail./info.)

(405) 848-8692 (fax).
info@superiorfarms.net

Iowa
WINTERS GUINEA FARM, Ralph Winter, 21363 
White Pine Ln., New Vienna, IA 52065. 563-853-4195. 
<www.guineafarm.com> <rwinter@guineafarm.com> 
Guinea fowl, Pea fowl.

Arizona
STEWART’S PETRIFIED WOODS/OSTRICH 
FARM, Charles Stewart, PO Box 68, Holbrook, AZ 
86025. 800-414-8533. <www.petrifiedwood.com> 
<cstewa24@frontiernet.net>

Oregon
GEMSTONE SEBRIGHTS, Jennifer Scheidt, 86663 
North Bank Lane, Coquille, OR 97423. 541-347-4567. 
<sebright999@yahoo.com> <http://community.web-
shots.com/user/gemstonesebrights>

New York
HIDDEN ACRES, Jessica, Sullivan County, NY. 
<www.myminifarm.com> <sales@myminifarm.com> 
Serama, Silkied Serama & Booted Serama.

DOMINIQUE CLUB OF AMERICA, Tracy Allen, 
sec/treas., 113 Ash Swamp Rd., Scarborough, ME 
04074-8963. 207-885-5167. <domchickens@gwi.
net> <www.dominiquechickens.org>

POLISH BREEDERS CLUB, Jim Parker, 3232 
Schooler Rd., Cridersville, OH 45806. 419-227-9385. 
<polishman@watchtv.net>

Minnesota
HAWK’S VALLEY FARM, Joanne Griffin, 18005 Tru-
man Dr., Spring Grove, MN 55974. 507-498-5108. 
<hvfarm@springgrove.coop> <www.hawksvalley-
farm-hatchery.com>

Minnesota
OAKWOOD GAME FARM, INC., Jim Meyer, PO 
Box 274, Princeton, MN 55371. 800-328-6647. 
<oakwoodgamefarm@earthlink.net> <oakwood-
gamefarm.com> We sell day-old pheasants and 
Chukar partridge and eggs.

Arkansas
HATCHING EGGS, Don Abernathy, 246 Ouachita 
Hyland, Pencil Bluff, AR 71965. SASE list or e-mail 
<domesticgeese@alltel.net> German, Heritage, 
exhibition. Shipped February—May.

Issue                             Ad Deadline 
April/May                     February 20 
June/July                       April 20 
August/September        June 20 
October/November       August 20 
December/January        October 20
February/March            December 20

              

Advertise in the Backyard Poultry 
Breeder’s Directory for less than 
$4.50 a month. Your ad will be 
seen by the 30,000 poultry enthu-
siasts who read every issue.  Fill 
out the order form to the left and 
return it today!

Backyard 
Poultry Breeder’s Directory

Associations

Bourbons

Game Birds

Sebrights

Ostriches

Guineas

Seramas

Various

Considering a new breed, new blood or entirely new variety?
Take a look at what these quality breeders have to offer!

Classification/Breed:___________________________________________ 

Your Farm Name:_____________________________________________

Your Name:__________________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________

City, State, Zip:_______________________________________________

Phone Number:_______________________________________________

Email/Website:_______________________________________________ 

Additional Words:_____________________________________________ 

One Year Directory Listing (6 issues):   $     50.00      
Additional Words $1.50 each:                $                    
Total amount enclosed:                           $                    

  Backyard Poultry
145 Industrial Drive, Medford, WI 54451
Phone: 800-551-5691 FAX 715-785-7414

email: csyclassifieds@tds.net

Mail this form along with your payment to:

Breeder’s Directory Order Form

Have birds for sale?

California
FLASHBACK PET FARM, Jerry Burch, 8326 Mc-
Clure Ave., Gerber, CA 96035. 530-385-1184. 
<flashback@theskybeam.com> Cochins, Frizzles, 
Polish. Also, Crested, Call & Indian Runner ducks. 
Too many varieties to mention.

Iowa
WELP HATCHERY. Specializing in Cornish Rock 
Broilers. Also offering baby chicks, ducklings, goslings, 
bantams, exotics, turkeys, guineas, pheasants. Free 
Catalog. MC/Visa/Discover. 800-458-4473. Box 77, 
Bancroft, Iowa 50517. <www.welphatchery.com> 

Maryland
WHITMORE FARM, William Morrow, 10720 Dern 
Rd., Emmitsburg, MD 21727. 301-447-3611. <www.
whitmorefarm.com> We sell straight run, day old 
chicks, certified organic & certified naturally grown. 
NPIP. Welsummers & Ameraucanas—Black, Blue 
& Silver.

Massachusetts
GOLDEN EGG FARM, Kate Morreale, PO Box 
280, Hardwick, MA 01302. 413-477-8872. <www.
goldeneggfarm.com> <cmorreale@goldeneggfarm.
com> Chicken pottery, hatching eggs, Bearded Silkies, 
Indian Runner ducks, Aylesbury ducks.

Minnesota
JOHNSON’S WATERFOWL, 36882 160th Ave. NE, 
Middle River, MN 56737. 218-222-3556. Grey and Buff 
Africans, Grey & Buff Pommeranians, White & Brown 
Chinese, Sebastopol & Buff geese. Cayuga, Swed-
ish, Rouen, Silver Appleyard, Pekin, White Crested, 
Saxony, Black and Blue, Magpies, Pencilled, White, 
Blue, Black, Grey (Mallard), Fawn, Brown, Cinnamon, 
and Emory Pencilled Runners, White, Grey, Snowy  
and Pastel Call ducklings. Free brochure.

Pennsylvania
DICK HORSTMAN, 5 Kings Creek Rd., Burgettstown, 
PA 15021. 724-729-3701. <dickhorstman@comcast.
net> Exhibition quality large fowl & bantams. Eggs, 
chicks & adults.

Geese

www.backyardpoultry.com
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Superior Farms, LLC.

Superior 
Farms

Commited
TO

Excellence

OVER 50 YEARS 
 EXPERIENCE

Breeding & Showing Exhibition Poultry

Selling over 175 Breeds of:

Large Chickens
Bantams

Ducks
Geese 

Turkeys

Call or Write for Availability & Pricing

Superior Farms, LLC
P.O. Box 22546

Oklahoma City, OK 73123
 (405) 639-2187 (price list) (405) 921-7148 (avail./info.)

(405) 848-8692 (fax).
info@superiorfarms.net
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WORLD’S RARE BREED POULTRY 

HEADQUARTERS

Quality and satisfaction since 1917.  Over 140 varieties

of Baby Chicks, Bantams,Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl,

Game Birds, Waterfowl.  Also Eggs, Incubators, Books,

Equipment, and Medications.

BEAUTIFUL FREE COLOR CATALOG.

1-800-456-3280 (24 Hours A Day)

Murray McMurray Hatchery

C11

Webster City, 

Iowa 50595-0458

SHOP ONLINE

www.mcmurrayhatchery.com
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