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FrOm the editOr: Summer

The Time For 
Family, Fun

& FesTivals

elaine Belanger

In mid-June I had the pleasure of 
spending two days working at the 
Midwest Renewable Energy Associ-

ation’s (NMREA) annual fair in Custer, 
Wisconsin. I was working at a booth 
where we show readers our magazines, 
and sell books related to country living. If 
you are not aware of Backyard Poultry’s 
sister magazine, Countryside & small 
stoCk Journal, I invite you to take a 
look. See the ad on the next page, or visit 
the website at www.countrysidemag.com. 
The magazine has been in the Belanger 
family since 1969 and shares ideas on 
homesteading, self-reliance and more.

The fair didn’t have any poultry, but  
a lot of folks who raise poultry attended 
it. Many of the attendees live in, or plan 
to live in, the country. They raise gardens, 
animals, and children. A common bond 
is their desire to live a sustainable life-
style by using alternative and renewable 
energy sources such as wind and solar. If 
you have not been to this fair, try to attend 
next year—June 20-22, 2008. You can 
find information on the Midwest Renew-
able Energy Association’s website: www.
the-mrea.org.

This fair is a great time for me to visit 
with like-minded people, and an event I 
look forward to each year. 

It also signals the start of summer, and 
anyone reading Backyard Poultry for very 
long knows how much I love summer, and 
I suspect most readers feel the same.

Summer is a time to spend with chil-
dren, finally out of school and seeking 
fun in the sun. It is a time for vacation 
days, trips, and weekend festivals, both 
locally and the occasional full-day trip 
to another area. 

It is also the time for building projects 
and chores around the homestead.

To inspire a new poultry-related 
project on your homestead, we filled this 
issue with a variety of topics based on 
these summer activities. 

You’ll find several articles on housing 
for your poultry, and a variety of shelters 
for pasturing and free-ranging your birds. 

Holly Cicchirillo  was so pleased with the 
A-frame coop in the April/May, 2007 is-
sue of Backyard Poultry that she built her 
own, and shares her process with readers 
(see page 16). Harvey Ussery discusses 
the advantages—and disadvantages—of 
free-ranging your birds, and shows us 
a number of different housing options 
being used. 

Also in this issue you’ll find articles 
on preparing for a poultry show (see 
pages 49, 51 and 64). If you have never 
been to a poultry show, it’s time to get out 
there and see what they are all about. Do 
a web search for one in your area, contact 
the local 4-H group, or visit the poultry 
section at the county fair. Maybe your 
child (or you) has the next blue-ribbon 
winner in your flock. 

For the young (and young at heart) we 
are pleased to begin a series by Gertrude 
McCluck, the “Chicken in Charge.” She 
provides kids with puzzles, jokes and 
other fun (see page 60).

And finally, we include an article 
about Joseph and Tabatha Puiszis, who 
have taken sharing poultry knowledge 
to a new and unique level with a travel-
ing “Eggzibit.” The pleasure they get, 
and give others, is sure to inspire (see 
page 64).

However you spend your summer, 
be sure to find time to enjoy this issue of 
Backyard Poultry, just for fun. 

The MREA's Renewable Energy and 
Sustainable Living Fair features hundreds 
of workshops and exhibits all emphasizing 
clean energy ans sustainable living and is 
fun for the whole family. Photo by Jeremy 
Higgins, courtesy of MREA.

It’s Hot Out There
Help Keep Your Birds Cool

Just like us, poultry need a cool place to rest and plenty of fresh drinking water.  
If your poultry are free-ranged, they should be able to find plenty of shady areas 

to rest. Placing waterers in the shade will help keep the water cooler and enable the birds 
to reach them without having to pass through hot areas. 

If your poultry are indoors, shade your coop and run with trees and hedges, or cover 
an area with a tarp to enable the birds to find a shady area out of the coop. If they will be 
cooped at all times, adequate ventilation is necessary and can be obtained with openings 
in the front, back, near the ceiling and floor or by use of fans. Prevent heat buildup by 
reflecting the sun’s rays with light-colored roofing materials or painting it white. You can 
also cool the entire building by hosing it down (both indoors and out) but use care not to 
soak the litter too much, which can enhance bacterial growth and disease. 

Water is an essential nutrient for poultry but is often neglected or taken for granted. 
Water accounts for about 57% of the live weight of an adult chicken and 73% of an egg. 
Birds consume water to help control their internal body temperature and in hot weather 
they regulate their body temperature by evaporating water from their respiratory system. 
When birds do not have constant water available, they will eat proportionately less feed, 
and both growth and egg production will suffer. Offer your birds a constant fresh water 
supply.

The higher the temperature, the less a bird will eat. You can help keep consumption 
higher by offering feed at night. Use bright lights all night to encourage eating between 
dark and dawn, when the temperatures are lowest.

By offering plenty of shade and water, your birds can be comfortable in the heat of 
summer.
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1-800-328-6647

Full Money Back Guarantee

$24.95 each plus s&h

Four lights mounted on a single pole 
or lathing, each light facing a 

different direction will stop deer.  
The lights should be at eye level for 
the deer (about 20-30 inches off the 

ground) and the pole should be 
moved around every week or so.

For ground predators use single 
lights placed approx. 10-20 inches 

off the ground and 50-100 feet 
apart to protect the perimeter.

www.niteguard.com
Order online and use PayPal“We have stopped all sheep kills 

from coyotes, wild pigs and 
mountain lions using your product 
the Nite Guard.  Thank You.”

-J. Davis, Clifton, TX

Nite Guard
the

company

PO Box 274  • Princeton MN 55371
“I have recommended your Nite Guard units to my 

poultry owning friends and have received many 
thanks from them.  We are glad you market this 

product and hope you continue to do so in the future.  
I will continue to recommend your product.”

-M. Bata (& chickens), Elberta, AL

“We were over run by the 
latest pestilence around here, 

which are deer.  They were 
thicker than rats and were 

eating up our gardens, both 
flower and vegetable.  After 

installing the four units 
pointing to the four corners of 

the earth, we haven’t had a 
deer closer than 100 yards to 

the gardens.”

Thousands of these lights 
have been purchased by 

satisfied and relieved 
customers.  Hundreds of 
testimonials will support 
the fact that these lights 

really work.

Use against owls, raccoons, deer, opossum, coyote, wild boar, bobcats, mountain 
lion, blue heron, muskrats, weasels, fox, mink, hawks, cougars and people.

Get Back to Basics with the
Grandfather of Simple Living Magazines...

$18 for 1 year 
(6 issues)

$30 for 2 years 
(12 issues)

Name

Address

City     

State   Zip

If Countryside doesn’t save you 
money and enrich your life, just tell us 
and we’ll refund every cent you paid!

Countryside 
145 Industrial Dr.
Medford, WI 54451

1-800-551-5691
www.countrysidemag.com

All majore credit cards accepted

Please mail to: Countryside,
145 Industrial Drive, Medford, WI 54451

Plant a garden. Raise a few chickens. Prepare 
a meal from scratch, with food you produced 
yourself. Enjoy the peace and prosperity 
that come from living close to the Earth. 
Read Countryside magazine to get the ideas 
and inspiration that will make it happen for 
YOU!

Learn about organic gardening, raising small 
livestock, alternative energy, country cooking, 
food preservation, and everything you want 
and need to know about simple rural living!

& Small Stock Journal

Subscribe 
Today!
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letterS: Do you have something to crow about?
We want to hear from you. Send questions, comments

 opinions, advice, coming events, etc. to: 
Backyard Poultry Editor

145 Industrial Dr., Medford, WI 54451
e-mail: byp@tds.net 

What Breed Was It?
The mystery of Doodle’s breed has 

been solved! (“What Breed Is It?,” June/
July, 2007 page 8) Many readers wrote 
to me that Doodle was a Silver Phoenix 
chicken.  Some of them sent me pictures 
of their Silver Phoenix hens and they 
looked just like Doodle. Some thought 
she might be some other breed, but 
she looked just like the Silver Phoenix 
pictures that were sent to me and some 
of them had spurs just like her!   Thank 
you so much for your help. 

Doodle now has three Americana 
chicks to keep her company.   She hasn’t 
bonded with them yet but I am hopeful!  I 
also have two white Cochin bantam hens, 
but they are too small to go outside with 
Doodle and her new friends.

Rebecca McLain

Doodle is a Single Comb Silver 
Leghorn hen. The pictures clearly show 
the Leghorn type (the way the body and 
feathers are held), the white earlobes, and 
the color. Until last summer I bred this 
variety of Leghorn and am quite famil-
iar with it. Silver Leghorns have a dose 
of a similar breed in them—the Silver 
Phoenix. This introduction was made in 
the early part of the twentieth century 
and is not frequently acknowledged. The 
introduction was to obtain longer saddle 
and sickle feathers on the Silver Leghorn 
roosters.

From the Phoenix they inherited the 
spurs found on the females. Phoenix are 
smaller, hold their tails low, and the top 
feathers of their tails are curved.

Don Schrider,
Communication Director

The American Livestock Breeds 
Conservancy, P.O. Box 477

Pittsboro, NC 27312
(919) 542-5704

editor@albc-usa.org
www.albc-usa.org

We had  many letters, calls and photos 
regarding "Doodles." Rebecca feels her 
bird is a Silver Phoenix chicken based on 
her coloring and some of the photos that 
were sent to her. 

As you can see here, based on the 
photos below, Doodle’s body type, feath-
ers, and white earlobes are much more 
like the Silver Leghorn than the Silver 
Phoenix. 

It is often amazing how similar birds 
can look, and this can be a real chal-
lenge in determing a breed. One book 
that shows hundreds of photos and com-
plete breed descriptions is the American 
Poultry Association’s Standard of Per-
fection. For information on purchasing 
that book, visit the APA website: www.
amerpoultryassn.com or see their ad on 
page 36.—Ed.

Electric Poultry Fencing 
Placement

Our yard is completely surrounded 
by woods and our worst predators are 
fishers.  In order to allow our hens to 
range in the backyard we have decided 
to try an electric poultry fence.  When 
we set it up should the fencing be po-
sitioned a minimum distance from the 
trees?  My concern is that the fishers 
could climb a tree and then jump from 
the tree over the fence to get at the 
chickens.  Also, we would like to use the 
hen house and chicken run as part of the 
perimeter. 

The run is attached to the hen house, 
it is high enough for people to easily walk 
inside and it even has a chicken-wire 
roof.  I have seen the fishers on top of 
the run walking and shaking to try to get 
to the chickens.  However that was about 
five years ago and it only happened after 
the fishers had killed all but one of our 
free-ranging birds. Needless to say that 
is an experience I don’t want to repeat.  
The fishers came in the middle of the 
afternoon and killed six of the seven 
birds that were out at the time.  (The 
only one that survived did so because 
he had enough sense to go back inside.)  
Furthermore it all happened in just one 
and a half hours!  Should we electrify the 
run too?  And if so, at the top?  Bottom?  
Both?  I know that there are no guaran-
tees but any advice you can give me will 
be greatly appreciated. I also enjoyed the 
article in Backyard Poultry April/May 
2006 issue regarding electronet.  

Linda, New Hampshire

To protect your chickens you would 
indeed want to position the PoultryNet 
so that the fishers could not leap from 
the tree over the net fence into the pen 
space. Just like with other predators that 
can leap from trees, we need to make sure 
that we remove that option. Look at the 

Leghorn—Single 
Comb Silver 
Female
Illustrations 
copyright of the 
American Poultry 
Association, 
Pat Horstman, 
Secretary/
Treasurer

Phoen ix—
S i l v e r 
Female

“Doodle,” was
pictured in  Back-
yard  Poul t ry , 
June/July, 2007,  
“What Breed Is 
It?,” page 8. 
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widest tree in the area and make sure the 
boundary of the PoultryNet is at least 10 
feet away from the drip line of that tree.

Regarding the coop, if you are deal-
ing with a predator that can climb, then 
the entire coop should be surrounded by 
the electric PoultryNet, not just the three 
sides. This will keep them at bay no mat-
ter what direction they are coming from. 
Remember too that if it is a predator that 
can climb trees, then the same recommen-
dation from above holds true also.

PoultryNet can be an excellent tool 
to contain poultry and to keep away their 
predators. Please remember though that 
it must be properly energized and main-
tained correctly. Check to make sure that 
there is adequate voltage in the fence line 
with a fence tester (minimum of 3,000 
volts). For more information on all of 
our products or usage, please contact us 
for our free 100-page catalog. Phone us 
at 800-282-6631 or find us on the web at 
www.premier1supplies.com.

Stephanie Sexton
 Marketing Director

 Premier Fencing
 2031 300th St.

 Washington, IA 52353

Japanese Beetles
In the June/July, 2007 issue, Doris in 

New York tells Elizabeth that chickens 
hate Japanese beetles. I have Japanese 
beetles on my fruit trees and when I 
flick them off into a pail of water (maybe 
100-200 or more at a time) and then feed 
them to my 17 chickens it’s like a feed-
ing frenzy—not one beetle is left. My 
chickens love Japanese beetles better 
than berries. 

Sal, New York

Reader Shares Comments
Thank you for your very informative 

and enjoyable magazine.  Here’s some 
input I have regarding recent articles 
(mostly from the June/July 07 issue).  

Raspberry Brambles/ Japanese 
Beetles

Previously readers wrote in asking 
about chickens with brambles, and Japa-
nese beetles.  Response came negative 
on both counts.  It’s funny how chickens 
can be so vastly different from flock to 
flock.  

The yard I have set up for my brood 

moms and youth has much cover of 
raspberry plants.  When I tend the birds 
each day, I enjoy the treat of raspberries, 
but never see any evidence of my birds 
eating raspberries off the plants.  I love 
having brambles in my chicken yard, as 
it’s awesome protection from hawks for 
my birds of all ages.  I never lose any 
young chicks to hawks in that pen.

The same yard also has a peach tree 
that collects loads of Japanese beetles.  
Last year, as peaches fell to the ground 
covered with Japanese beetles, my young 
brood devoured all the beetles that were 
on peaches, then ate the fallen peaches.

Poultry Feed
I’ve been enjoying the articles on 

making your own poultry feed.   Mak-
ing my own is a goal, however I am not 
currently set up for it.  I think readers 
should know that it doesn’t have to be 
an “all or nothing” undertaking.  I am 
gradually increasing my home touch to 
the feed based on what I feel the needs 
of my flock are.

Currently I start with a locally milled 
mash and add whole flax seed, kelp pow-
der and alfalfa powder.  Just as a person 
should know the needs of their flock 
when making their own, likewise one 
should know the needs when supplement-
ing a purchased product.  My birds are in 
a good-sized woods.  Although there is an 
abundance of room for them, the fragile 
undergrowth of the woodland was soon 
diminished.  This is why I supplement 
with kelp and alfalfa.

Regarding flax seed.  Another reader 
said that the flax seeds are left behind.  
Again, the preferences and needs of each 
flock are different.  I mix whole flax 
seeds with my mash and never find flax 
seeds wasted on the ground.  Evidently 
my birds need, and therefore enjoy, the 
flax seed.

Preserving Eggs
I enjoyed the article “Rare Egg Trea-

sure.”  I’ve been saving any unusual eggs 
that my hens lay.  It’s tedious work; I 
carefully make a hole at each end, try-
ing not to break the shell, then blow out 
the egg.  I’ve been filling the egg shells 
with plaster of Paris to help them be less 
fragile.  It works, but is very tedious and 
time consuming.  Does anyone know how 
to preserve egg shells properly?  What 

to fill with and how?  Should they be 
given a clear coat preservative?  (Mine 
lose pigment over time.)  How do the 
professionals do it?

Genetics
 I really enjoy the articles in each 

issue regarding different breeds of 
chickens, especially the less common 
ones.  I hope these aid fanciers to 
preserve the various purebred birds.  
However, as an owner of a small flock 
that ranges from 25-50 birds with two 
to four roosters in several large fenced 
areas, I enjoy crossing my breeds.  My 
birds are in a wooded area on the north 
side of the hill with much damp cool air 
rising from the stream that runs through 
the meadow.  Every winter any roosters 
with upright combs get serious frost 
bite, usually losing the entire comb by 
spring.  Therefore I’m crossing my birds 
to produce offspring with the features 
I like from various breeds, including 
breeding towards a rose comb. I would 
like to see more articles on genetics.  I 
read an awesome article found at the 
hyperlink: http://www.geocities.com/
Petsburgh/6624/index.html. 

If anyone with experience in the ge-
netics of cross breeding various physical 
features including comb varieties could 
give input, it would be most appreci-
ated.

Beth tells us, “This is ‘Smokey Roo.’ He 
comes from a blue Andalusian over a 
black Turken. He was a gorgeous boy with 
a friendly personality and was good to his 
hens. Amazingly he was one of the only 
roosters I remember that had an upright 
comb that did not suffer frostbite.”
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Genetics & Egg Color
I’ve heard that the blue egg gene is 

passed through the father and the brown 
egg gene is passed through the mother.  
I’ve interbred several breeds for half a 
dozen generations and so far this theory 
holds true in every case.  In my limited 
short time of breeding, I’ve found the 
following to be true:

Blue egg rooster x white egg hen = 
blue egg producers

Blue egg rooster x brown egg hen = 
green egg producers

Brown egg rooster x blue egg hen = 
white egg producer (as neither bird passes 
its color gene)

White egg rooster x brown egg hen = 
brown egg producer (although sometimes 
of lighter color than the mother).

If anyone with more experience with 
the genetics of egg color could give input, 
it would be much appreciated.

Beth, Pennsylvania
shirevalley@verizon.net

of disease was taking over my flock, I 
looked to the Internet for help and diag-
nosis. I found dozens of diseases concern-
ing this problem. All gave the advice that 
I needed to cull my flock and there is no 
cure. Being that we were raising these as 
meat and layers, not pets, I was not going 
to go through any extreme, expensive 
measures but decided to lock them inside 
their coop while I contemplated how to 
go about culling and how to prevent this 
“disease” from happening again. 

The next morning I noticed one of 
the lame chicks walking around! Over 
the next few days, all of them recovered 
and were doing fine. This all happened 
so fast. From onset to cure was about 
seven days. What happened? I will give 
you my easiest explanation. Being large 
breed birds, they needed to be eating a 
lot of chick starter to support their rapid 
growth. Because I let them out into the 
run, they were eating bugs, grass, etc. 
instead of the vitamin-fortified food. 
This led to a deficiency that caused the 
lameness. When they were locked up 
with only the grain to eat, they quickly 
recovered and lived happily ever after 
(until October). 

From now on, I don’t trust them to 
know to go inside the coop to get their 
food. I keep a supply of grain and wa-
ter outside in the run to keep this from 
happening ever again. Such a simple 
solution! 

In regards to your August/September, 
2006 issue, you had an article about cull-
ing and butchering. Thank you. We have 
been butchering our chickens the same 
way for generations. Your alternative 
options led us to (gasp!) change our way 
of doing it. 

Thank you so much for being the 
type of magazine that understands the 
love of chickens also includes those who 
raise them for meat as well as pets. Our 
children always participate on butcher-
ing day in the fall and have been raised 
to respect life from the time we put the 
eggs in the incubator, to the miracle of 
them hatching and God’s provision in 
the fall. In this increasingly politically 
correct world that we live in, thank you 
for not caving in and watering your 
magazine down in order to not offend 
some people.

A loyal lifelong subscriber,
Ruthy, New York

High Desert Breeds
Can you include more pictures and pos-

sibly do an in-depth article on chickens that 
are well suited for the high desert areas, to 
include personalities, egg size/production, 
and overall friendliness and hardiness? I 
am moving there and have never owned 
chickens. I don’t know where to start, and 
having a step-by-step beginner’s guide 
suited to this area would be helpful. 

Erin Giove, California

High desert areas have an interesting 
combination of high daytime temperatures 
and low nighttime temperatures. This sort 
of weather will challenge the vigor of 
any chicken breed. So while I will offer a 
few breeds for consideration, you should 
keep in mind that reproducing your own 
replacements from those that thrive is your 
best long-term goal. The Egyptian Fayou-
mis is a small, active bird that is supremely 
adept at foraging on its own and surviving 
under very hot temperatures. It is some-
what “flighty,” but is an excellent layer 
of medium to small sized white eggs. The 
Blue Andalusian is a medium-sized Medi-
terranean breed that is very rugged and 
comes in an attractive blue color. Because 
blue is caused by a combination of genes, 
some individuals will come solid black or 
white with “splashes” of color. When the 
Black individuals are mated to the Splash 
individuals, 100% Blue colored offspring 
will result. The breed is an excellent 
forager and lays large white eggs. While 
slow growing, Javas are a very hardy old 
American breed which lays brown eggs 
and which can tolerate extremes of heat 
and cold. The most frequent color varieties 
of this breed are the Black and the Mottled 
(black with white splashes, or mottles). 
This breed can be quite personable. 
Buckeyes are another American breed 
that is very hardy and which can tolerate 
extremes of cold or heat. They also lay 
brown eggs, but are red with black tails. 
Buckeyes also like to forage, but like the 
Java are quite personable. 

 Both Brown Leghorns and Minorcas 
are Mediterranean breeds that also have 
done well in such environments. Both lay 
white eggs. 

A good way to figure the size of the flock 
you need is to determine how many eggs 
your family might use per week. Because 
molting, broodiness, and reduced laying in 
winter can all effect the number of eggs laid 

Some color variations Beth is getting 
from her flock of varying breeds along 
with some intentional cross breeds.

Chicks Need Vitamin-
Fortified Chick Starter

For Good Health 
I have raised chickens all of my life 

and have had some strange things occur 
but something happened recently that I 
would like to share with readers. In the 
spring of 2006, we hatched about 20 
mixed, heavy breed chicks. As soon as it 
was warm enough to set them out (mid 
May in our area), I would open the coop 
door and let them into the fenced run to 
forage during the day. They were about 
three to four weeks old at this point and 
we enjoyed watching them explore their 
new world. Two days later, a few of the 
chicks started losing their balance and 
going lame. They could not walk or even 
hold their weight! Thinking some type 
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over the course of a year, it is fairly safe to 
expect lower results from the hens so as to 
have an ample supply on hand at any given 
time. If you expect each hen to lay in the 
range of say 150 eggs per year, that works 
out to about three eggs per week per hen. 
Thus four hens can be expected to produce 
a dozen eggs per week on average. Many 
breeds and individual hens within breeds 
may lay at a better rate than this, some lay-
ing close to 300 eggs per year. But there are 
periods of time when egg production peaks, 
such as in the spring, and when it declines, 
such as during late summer molt or during 
winter when there is less sunlight and more 
frozen water. Better to be safe than have to 
submit yourself to that most shameful of 
acts for a poultry keeper—that of buying 
eggs! In general, a flock of six to eight hens 
and a rooster seems to be a good size for 
most families.

 Best regards,
 Don Schrider

 Communication Director
 The American Livestock Breeds 

Conservancy
 P.O. Box 477

 Pittsboro, NC 27312
 (919) 542-5704

 editor@albc-usa.org
 www.albc-usa.org

Starlings Are No Friend to
Backyard Poultry Enthusiasts
In response to Frank from Oklahoma, 

in the June/July 2007 issue, starlings 
certainly do eat feed and that is only the 
beginning of the “rap sheet” of offenses 
to their credit.

The European starling was first suc-
cessfully introduced to the United States 
in the 1890s. From those original 100 
birds, we are now supporting some 200 
million invaders throughout the U.S. 
Their usefulness of consuming vast quan-
tities of insects is far overshadowed by 
their willingness to do millions of dollars 
in agricultural damage. We cannot even 
begin to assess the cost of their ability to 
transmit some 25 diseases to humans.

Starlings will steal any cavity for 
nesting, often displacing not only smaller 
birds (bluebirds) with their persistence 
but also birds as large as wood ducks. 

I worked for the New York State De-
partment of Environmental Conservation 
as a fish and wildlife technician some 
30 years ago. My duties at the game farm 

WELLS POULTRY
HOUSING

Automated Poultry Doors
• Opens at dawn / closes at dusk or
    according to optional timer

www.chicken-house.co.uk/backyard
info@chicken-house.co.uk

0011 44 1495 313838

• From $140 including shipping
• Easily attached to your existing hen       
    house door in just a few minutes.

Order Online Today!
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included the feeding and care of Ring 
Neck pheasants. The winter brought a 
need to feed 1,000 breeder pheasants a mix 
of commercial pellets and scratch grain, 
pellets in one feeder and grain in another. 
This set a table for starlings to feed, always 
for the higher protein pellets. We would 
reluctantly feed them by the thousands. At 
one time we trapped and destroyed over 
1,000 birds and never saw the difference in 
feed loss (they are one of the unprotected 
birds). There were no blackbirds, cowbirds 
or grackles in these massive flocks, they 
of course migrate. A few years later the 
state did a study on their losses and then 
enclosed the pheasants in netting to curb 
this considerable loss.

Don’t be too quick to defend the 
European starling. He is no friend to the 
backyard poultry enthusiast: They eat our 
expensive chicken food, spread disease 
to our flocks and harass our environ-
mentally friendly native birds. If I had a 
dollar for every one of those varmints I 
have taken out…I could retire… and then 
do it full time. 

Tom, New York

Frank of Oklahoma said starlings 
don’t eat chicken feed. In Illinois they do 
eat chicken feed or any other feed avail-
able. They may eat some bugs and worms 
during warm weather but as cold weather 
approaches they swarm into cattle, hog or 
other livestock buildings to eat and roost, 
leaving quite a mess.

Starlings are scavengers and will eat 
most anything they can find.

Bob, Illinois

Readers Seeking Answers
Send your comments and suggestions 

to Backyard Poultry, 145 Industrial Dr., 
Medford, WI 54451 or e-mail byp@tds.
net. We will forward your replies and/

or share them with other readers
in upcoming issues.

Wants Greenbrier Poultry 
Plucker Motor

We recently got an old Greenbrier Poul-
try Picker #5109. The brass tag on it says it 
was made by the Greenbrier Company of 
Cleveland, Ohio. It is an upright freestand-
ing style. The older gent we got it from had 
just replaced the many rubber picking fin-
gers and had removed the electric motor for 
replacement, but could no longer remember 
what he had done with the old motor or the 
horsepower or rpm of the motor.

My son tells me if someone could tell 
us the rpm the drum with the fingers in it 
was supposed to turn at he could figure 
out the proper motor size, etc. I wonder 
if someone can tell us the rpm of their 
machine or its motor’s horsepower?

We have had no luck tracking down 
the Greenbrier Co. They may no longer 
exist. Can anyone help? We are quite 
anxious to try it out! Thank you all. 

Ron Campbell
300 Washington Harbor Rd.

Sequim, WA 98382
email: jnr@wavecable.com

Hands-free chicken picker gets 
‘em spankin’ clean in 20 seconds!

Features:
   • Tough, UV-stabilized, food-grade, plastic   
     tub and housing
   • 1 HP motor, 10:1 speed reducer 
   • Spray ring to wash feathers away
   • Feather chute for tidy work area
   • Easy access, water-proof switch

“Also available: Scalder, Table & Cones”

 ONLY  $975!

www.featherman.net
760 SW 55th Ave., Jamesport, MO 64648

660/684-6035 email to:info@featherman.net

THE FEATHERMAN PRO

Featherman Pluckers

 Check for Vétoquinol

www.pigeonplus.ca
or

www.sampogna.ca

For more information visit our websites.

• New Egg Cartons
 • Incubators and Parts • Brooders 

• Pasture Pens • Equipment 
• Medications • Nests • Leg Bands 

• Vitamins • Books 
and much more!!

BEST PRICES on:
FREE

shipping on orders 
over $50!

Poultrymanʼs Supply Company
520 Agawam Road • Winchester, KY 40391

Call or visit us online at:

859-745-4944
www.poultrymansupply.com

Several readers wrote to say the starling is 
no friend to backyard poultry enthusiasts. 
They eat chicken feed, spread disease 
and harass native birds. Photo courtesy 
of USASearch.gov, and Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

This photo shows that the motor used to 
sit on top between the angle iron supports 
and a v-belt ran down to the pulley below 
to drive the picker drum. 

Wants Antique Nesting Box
I am looking for antique hen’s nest 

box. It is similar to this photo of a 
primitive bin but with one or two rows 
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of smaller bins on top. I can be contacted 
at jtaylor0723@bellsouth.net, 386-322-
9762 or 6459 Cypress Springs Parkway, 
Port Orange, FL 32128. Thanks. 

Jane

magazine so that your subscribers might give 
us some feedback on this proposed device. 
The survey questions are:
1. How many chickens do you own?
2. At any time during the year do you find 
yourself getting home after dark to close 
your chicken coop door?
3. If so, have you ever lost a chicken due to 
a predator attack inside the coop at night?
4. Would an automatically closing 
chicken door be of use to you?
5. If so, how much do you think a device 
like this should cost?
6. Would you prefer the the device be 
powered from an AC source (such as a 
standard 120 Volt wall outlet) or a DC 
source (such as a battery pack)?

Readers may respond via email at: 
phillipandlaura@farmerstel.com or 
shephej@uah.edu or by mail to Phillip, 
278 Road 984, Ft. Payne, AL 35968.

Thank you in advance to all the readers 
that respond. Your responses are greatly 
appreciated. I will be sure and send in a 
write up of the survey results and an article 
detailing the design process and the how 
the project came out in the end.

Pennsylvania Mennonite Farmer Not Forced to
Participate in Federal ID Program

naiS update FrOm mary-lOuiSe ZanOni

cantOn, new yOrk

According to a settlement agreement presented to the Commonwealth Court 
of Pennsylvania on Tuesday, June 26, 2007, the Pennsylvania Department 
of Agriculture (PDA) has agreed that it will not require Mennonite duck 

farmer James Landis to obtain a federal premises identification number in order to 
participate in the PDA’s avian-influenza flock monitoring program. The PDA has 
also agreed that it will rescind any federal premises ID number that it may have 
already assigned to Landis.

“The government should not force people to violate their religious beliefs—es-
pecially when accommodating the person poses no hardship to the government,” 
said Alliance Defense Fund-allied attorney Leonard Brown of the law firm Clymer 
& Musser. “We are pleased that the government has agreed to make this reasonable 
accommodation out of respect for Mr. Landis’ religious beliefs.”

As mentioned in a June 22, 2007 Associated Press article on the Landis action, 
the PDA has also indicated it will “contact other farmers to ensure that they know 
that participation in the federal program is not mandatory.”

Landis raised ducks on his Lebanon County farm for export in live bird markets in 
New York for the past 20 years. He voluntarily participated in the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s avian influenza monitoring program as a requirement for selling 
flocks into the live bird market system. But this year, the Pennsylvania Department of 
Agriculture added a new requirement, mandating that each person register for a federal 
identification number for enrollment in the monitoring plan. A copy of the settlement 
agreement filed at the Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania in the case Landis v. 
Wolff can be read at www.telladf.org/UserDocs/LandisSettlement.pdf.

The Alliance Defense Fund’s press release about the settlement can be read at: 
www.alliancedefensefund.org/news/story.aspx?cid=4162

• Chicks • Turkeys • Ducklings 
• Goslings • Guineas 

• Gamebirds • Bantams  
• Equipment • Books
Call 717-365-3694

www.hoffmanhatchery.com
PO Box 129BP
Gratz, PA 17030

FREE 
CATALOG!!

Student Seeks Readers
Opinion 

I am a mechanical engineering student 
at the University of Alabama in Huntsville. 
I am a part of a student design team that is 
designing an automatically closing chicken 
coop door. It will close at dusk to prevent 
invasion by nighttime predators. I got this 
idea from my own experiences as a chicken 
flock owner. I take classes at night after work 
and I have found that I have a hard time 
getting home before dark during the winter 
to close up the chickens for the night. This 
led me to think of an automatically closing 
door that would close on its own at dusk 
when the chickens were already at roost. 
The device will use a photoelectric sensor 
to release a latch and allow a sliding door to 
close when the sensor no longer detects the 
presence of daylight. The door mechanism 
is reset each morning when the chicken 
owner simply pulls the door back up to its 
latched position. As a part of the design 
class requirements, I need to show market 
analysis to prove that there is a market for 
such a device. I was hoping that you might 
allow us to post a short market survey in your 
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Annual Fall Poultry Fest in the 
Village Park in Silex. Starting 

time will be 8:30 a.m. This event will 
focus on seasonal abundance and the 
rich regional history of Midwestern 
agriculture. Here, too, small family 
farmers will display their crops and 
livestock and the rich potential for 
diversification that characterizes Mid-
western agriculture.

The River Hills group is made 
up of over 100 family farmers based 
in the rolling hills rising up from 
the Mississippi River. They work 
with heirloom poultry and livestock 
breeds, traditional produce and field 
crops, and preserve the skills and 
artisanal form of agriculture long 
practiced in the region. 

Contact River Hills at 136 Zum-
walt Rd., Silex, MO 63377 or call 
573-581-7093 or 636-579-9391.

cOming eventS: 

Everyone at the 
Ohio National 

is working hard and 
looking forward to 
hosting one of the best 

poultry shows in the 
United Sates this November 10 and 11.  

We have more news to announce with 
the addition of the Faverolles Fanciers 
National meet. Other meets would in-
clude the national meet for the SPPA, the 
Nankin Club of America national meet, 
and the Polish club national meet. Not to 
mention the annual event of the Serama 
National meet.

The Ohio National always hosts the 
largest youth show in North America.
There will be seminars that are attended 
by young and old, and sponsors show-
manship for every age from the pee-wee 
to 18. There is a large traders area with 
many birds for sale.     

With a line up of the top judges in the 
country, they will be sure to give the best 
look at every exhibitor’s poultry.

The Ohio National, with the com-
pletion of this upcoming show, will 
surpass the 200,000 birds exhibited.  
Everyone that exhibits at the Ohio Na-
tional in 2007 will have their name put 
in to a drawing. The name that is drawn 
out will be the honorary 200,000 bird 
in the show and will receive a $200.00 
award, a plaque, and a free entry in the 
2008 show.

The club voted at its spring meet-
ing to have the Champion Duck trophy 
named for George Shreffler and the 
Champion large fowl named for Wilbur 
Stauffer. These two trophies will forev-
ermore be known as the George Shreffler 
and Wilbur Stauffer awards, for their 
many years of dedication and hard work 
to the Ohio National.

Keep up to date with the hap-
penings of the Ohio National at our 
web site at www.ohionational.org 
or contact Secretary Eric Markley at 
Markley@ohionational.org or phone 
419-568-7402.

Ohio National
Saturday & Sunday

November 10 & 11, 2007

The River Hills Farmers 
Market, Silex, Missouri

Saturday
September 15, 2007

There is fun for the whole family at the 
Ohio National.

Please note that this date was changed 
from September 29 to September 15. 

cOming eventS:
If you have a poultry-related 

event, send details 60 days in ad-
vance and we’ll include it in this 
listing. Send to: Coming Events, 

Backyard Poultry Magazine, 
145 Industrial Dr., Medford, WI 
54451 or e-mail: byp@tds. net

87th Annual Fowl Fest
Frankenmuth, Michigan

Saturday & Sunday
October 13 & 14, 2007

This year’s show marks the 87th an-
nual Midwest Roundup of poultry, 

sponsored by the Michigan Poultry 
Fanciers. It will take place in the new 
Harvey Kern Pavilion, located in 
Frankenmuth’s Heritage Park, October 
13-14, 2007. Show hours will be from 
7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Saturday and 7:00 
a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Sunday.

The Michigan Poultry Fanciers is a 
not for profit organization. Over 1,000 
birds are expected to be entered into 
competition. There is no admission fee 
and families are encouraged to attend.

Besides the Open Show competi-
tion open to all exhibitors there will be 
a Junior Show, on Saturday only, for 
exhibitors between 5 and 17 years of 
age. The Junior Show is always a great 
opportunity for youth, including 4-H and 
FAA members. Other youth activities 
include Showmanship competition and 
a Skill-A-Thon to test their knowledge 
of poultry. 

We will feature a fundraising auction 
on Saturday at 1:30 p.m. to benefit Michi-
gan Poultry Fanciers. Many great prizes 
are being donated by area businesses for 
our annal fundraising raffle. You do not 
have to be present at the drawing to win, 
but winners that do not pick up their 
prizes must pay for the postage of items 
that have to be sent to them. We will also 
have a 50/50 raffle drawing.

Mid October is a great time to visit 
Michigan, so make plans now to head to 
Michigan’s Little Bavaria and take in the 
Frankenmuth Fowl Fest.
For more information visit the Michi-
gan Poultry Fanciers’s website: www.
fowlfest.org or contact John W. Blehm, 
Show Superintendent, 4599 Lange Rd., 
Birch Run, MI 48415-8137; (989) 777-
1234 or (989) 598-5555. 
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hOlly cicchirillO

ariZOna

I received my first issue of your 
magazine, and I’m so pleased. The 
layout, the topics and the advertising 

are just great.
I’d like to share an idea that I “discov-

ered” this year, that may help others.
Store-bought chicken waterers are 

expensive, and the ones with the plastic 
bases don’t always hold up to cold tem-
peratures so well. I came up with an idea 
to make my own waterer, using empty 
cat litter jugs.

Take an empty, well-rinsed cat litter 
jug that has a snug fitting, screw-on cap, 

helpul hintS:

Homemade 
Poultry 
Waterer

Made from used
cat-litter jugs

A self-filling waterer can be made with just two items: an empty cat-litter jug and water 
pan. 

Drill a hole one inch above the base of the 
jug, set it inside a water pan and you have 
an instant self-waterer.

Using the recycled litter jug, Holly’s birds have water for up to three days before it 
needs to be refilled. 

and drill a pencil-size hole 1" above the 
base. Set it inside a water pan, fill with 
water, screw on the top, and you’ve got 
an instant self waterer. Instead of filling 
the water pan every day, I get up to three 
days before needing to refill, using my 
recycled litter jug.

In the summer the jug tends to grow 
some lovely green algae, which the chick-
ens love to pick out of the water when the 
jug has been rinsed and the algae flows 
out into the pan.

The jug will last 6-12 months, as af-
ter a while the threads tend to lose their 

air tight quality from being repeatedly 
screwed on and off. In the cold of winter 
I simply moved the water pans and jugs 
inside the chicken buildings, where they 
resisted freezing more than if they’d been 
left outside.
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cat andre

cOnnecticut

Two years ago after months of beg-
ging for chickens, checking the lo-
cal zoning laws and talking to nu-

merous friends, my husband succumbed 
to my begging and agreed that chickens 
were a fabulous idea. So I started by 
subscribing to Backyard Poultry and the 
research on the coop began. 

To clarify, we are in no way carpen-
ters, contractors, expert wood builders or 
anything of that nature. We are just  regu-
lar folk who wanted chickens and decided 
to take a stab at building our first chicken 
coop. These are not specific plans, just 
our story of how we built the coop with 
a few challenges and much success! We 
have realized that you really cannot go 
wrong here. We hope that our story will 
inspire and possibly guide you in building 
a coop in your backyard!

We researched all different types of 
coops, bought books on animal shelter 
building and even visited some friends’ 
houses that had coops. Then I received 
my June/July issue of Backyard Poultry 

and saw the article about building an A-
frame style coop (“Attractive Two-Piece 
Coop & Run,” page 18). After living in 
Flagstaff, Arizona for years, this design 
just spoke to me. This was my little 
mountain style coop. And living in Con-
necticut seemed like the perfect climate 
for this cute little building. A friend of 
mine had chickens waiting for a new 
home so all we needed was a place to 
put them.

This little cutie took a day and a half 
to build from start to finish and could be 
built by two people. 

We started by building the foundation 
with the 2 x 4's. We kept it a simple 4' x 
8' to match the size of the plywood, put 
cross beams in and screwed in the 12" 
4x4's for feet. 

After measuring the angle to make 
sure all was level, we decided to build 
the A-frame separately and attach it to 
the base (the base could easily be carried 
by two people).

Winging It
Our First Time Building a Chicken Coop

Materials List

7 — Sheets 4' x 8' plywood
5 — 2x4’s (non pressure treated)
15  — 2x3’s (non pressure treated)
1— Six foot 4x4 (pressure treated)
8 — Angle Brackets 4"
8 — Hinges
Roof vent (8')
Screen
Window Screening
Wood screws
Nails

We then flipped the whole thing over 
to build the A-frame.
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The A-frame is built with two roosts 
and a couple of stability cross beams and 
the coop is ready for assembly. At this 
point we recommend moving all compo-
nents to the permanent location. This coop 
is going to get heavy pretty quickly.

Once in place, the A-frame is screwed 
in and stabilized with large angle brackets 
on all eight feet.

Once the main shape was done we 
started attaching the plywood with wood 
screws. The plywood seemed to want to 
warp so we had to put a good number of 
screws in.

We decided to allow a large door on 
one side to open for easy cleaning. A cou-
ple of hinges and one sheet of plywood 
made for an easy access to the coop.

Voila! Our cleaning door! We didn’t 
expect that the plywood would warp 
so  quickly so we had to use 2x3’s and 
frame around the door to stabilize the 

plywood. Note to self, this is really heavy 
to lift now.

Now the nest boxes are in the back of 
the coop, to the right in the picture above. 
We made a simple frame with a divider 
in the middle and board on top.

To ensure easy access to egg collec-
tion, we built a simple door in the back 
to lift up and gather eggs without disturb-
ing the chickens. We let them out in the 
morning and then go check the boxes for 

our eggs. This really works out well. We 
also cut a small window in the top for air 
circulation and covered it with regular 
window screening.

This picture shows the back door 
opened to show the nest boxes. I would 
recommend putting some sort of “lip” 
on the back so the wood shavings do not 
fall out every time you open the door. We 
used an old handle off some discarded 
furniture as the door lift. The door is 
secured simply with two pieces of wood 
that swivel around to keep it shut.

The front of the coop has a small 
door for the chickens and a larger door 
so that we can check the food and water 
without having to lift the side door. One 
can actually go into this coop hunched 
over if necessary. 
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The front doors are secured with the 
same simple block latches and another 
handle from some remnant furniture.

Here is a close up of the chicken 
door.

A simple ramp with little strips tacked 
on ensure an easy climb into the coop.

For the finishing touch, I painted the 
mural on the coop this weekend. 

With a small fenced area and access 
into our 2,000 square foot garden, I think 
the chickens will be quite happy.

Our first night rewarded us with an 
egg. 
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Backyard Poultry Bookstore
gail damerOw

This informative book for both begin-
ning and experienced chicken own-
ers covers breed selection, building 
feeders and shelters, how to collect 
and store your eggs to maintain fresh-
ness (or hatching), maintaining good 
flock health, raising broilers for meat, 
and showing your birds. 341 pages, 
$18.95

Storey’s Guide to Raising Chickens

dave hOlderread
Everything you need to know to raise 
ducks successfully. This comprehensive, 
fully illustrated guide takes you through 
every step of owning ducks. It provides 
the most up-to-date information on 
various breeds (including rare breeds), 
feeding, housing, egg production, health 
care and more. 316 pages, $18.95

Storey’s Guide to Raising 
Ducks

Storey’s Guide to
Raising Turkeys

leOnard S. mercia
Complete how-to information on raising turkeys from 
young poults to delicious, thick-breasted birds. Dis-
cussions on selecting the right turkey for your flock, 
breeding and management, processing, flock health, 
feeding and housing. Contains in-depth housing plan il-
lustrations. Revised and updated. 199 pages, $18.95

Storey’s Guide to 
Raising Poultry
leOnard S. mercia

An invaluable resource for everyone 
who raises poultry. It contains the most 
comprehensive and current information 
on raising chickens, turkeys, waterfowl, 
and game birds. Covers selection (for 
both meat and egg production), hatch-
ing, housing and equipment, feeding, 
and rearing. 343 pages, $18.95

Chicken Coops
45 Plans For Housing Your Flock

Judy pangman

Whether you keep 
one hen or 1,000 
hens, you will find 
a housing plan in 
this comprehensive 
book. Coops range 
from fashionable 
backyard structures 
to large-scale, mov-
able shelters. You 
will also find plans 

for converting trailer frames, greenhouses 
and sheds using recycled materials and simple 
ways to make waterers, feeders and nestboxes. 
166 pages, $19.95

terry gOlSOn
This is not just another egg cookbook. This one stresses 
farmstead eggs. It is written by professional chef and 
cooking instructor, Terry Golson, who also keeps hens 
in her backyard. She knows the differences between 
factory farm eggs and farmstead egg and differences 
that affect cooking. The 70 recipes are simple and 
quick but delicious. Even though some have a touch 

of elegance, it’s a down-home, peasant gourmet kind of elegance. 128 
pages, Hardcover, $16.95

The Farmstead Egg Cookbook

Pastured Poultry Profit$
JOel Salatin

In this classic, Joel Salatin explains how to raise pastured poultry on 
pasture in portable, bottomless pens and earn $20,000 in six month’s 
time. This hands-on book covers everything from taking care of day-
old chicks to marketing your four-pound broilers. It will teach you 
about the benefits of pasture, choosing a breed, starting chicks, pen 
and pasture details, processing, common problems, marketing, and 
more. 334 pages, $30.00

Raising Poultry on Pasture
                     Ten Years of Success

              edited By JOdy padgham
Raising Poultry on Pasture: Ten Years of Success has over 130 il-
lustrated articles. It’s divided into 14 chapters and is fully indexed for 
ease of reference.
The enormous range of viewpoints and techniques make this book unlike 
any other. Includes an overview of pastured poultry, brooding, genetics, 
shelter designs, day-range systems, equipment, eggs on pasture, turkeys, 
ducks and other poultry, nutrition and health, processing, marketing, 
record-keeping, insurance and more. 246 pages, $39.95

chriStine heinrichS
This book is thoroughly modern and comprehensive. It 
delivers everything the subtitle promises: “Everything 
you need to know—Breed guide and selection—Proper 
care and healthy feeding—Building facilities and fenc-
ing—Showing advice.” And it’s all presented in the 

context of today’s small, backyard flock. How to Raise Chickens might sound 
like a simple premise for a poultry book. But this one goes way beyond the 
how-tos. 191 pages, $19.95

How to Raise Chickens
Everything You Need to Know

For a complete listing of all books available from Backyard Poultry Bookstore,
visit our website at www.backyardpoultrymag.com.
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Raising Small Livestock
A Practical Handbook

JerOme Belanger
Anyone considering raising small-scale livestock 
will find this book as useful today as when it was 
originally published in 1974. With over 100,000 
copies sold, this clearly written guide provides 
important advice on space and housing needs, feed 
requirements, equipment you can buy or build, 
how to manage stock, control disease, and mix 

feed rations free from medications and additives. Individual chapters 
discuss the feeding, breeding, and butchering of poultry, rabbits, goats, 
sheep, and hogs. 246 pages, softcover, $9.95

Living with Chickens
Jay rOSSier

 Tens of thousands of people in all areas of the 
country enjoy raising chickens, whether for 
food or companionship. Of course, you may 
want to read Living With Chickens just for 
the sheer joy of it. Straightforward prose and 
illustrations give any future chicken farmer the 
tools he or she needs to get started. Jay Rossier 
draws on his own experiences and those of 

his fellow poultrymen in discussing everything from feeding and 
housing the birds to keeping marauders from invading the coop. 
Personal anecdotes, interesting facts, and lush, full-color photographs 
round out this indispensable guide. 203 pages, $16.95

The Mating and Breeding of 
Poultry

harry m. lamOn & rOB r. SlOcum
This book, first published in 1920, and 
now back in print, outlines all you need to 
know to become an accomplished breeder. 
It includes manipulating shape and color 
combinations, preparing birds for weather, 
encouraging the juiciest meat and largest 
eggs and much more. Authors Lamon & 
Slocum were the Senior Poultrymen at the 

Bureau of Animal Industry for the USDA. 341 pages, $14.95

Gardening with Guineas
Jeannette S. FerguSOn

This book is a delightful and informative 
guide to raising guinea fowl on a small scale. 
It covers the life of a guinea from egg to adult, 
including incubation, feeding, housing, train-
ing and common problems. Jeannette includes 
information on reasons for raising guinea fowl 
(they eat garden pests, ticks and hate snakes), 
what you need to know before you buy guin-
eas, working with newborns and young keets, 

and much more. 131 pages, $14.95

gail damerOw
A must-have reference for the small flock 
owner, Gail discusses the problems and 
diseases common to chickens of all breeds 
and all ages. It also explains how to hatch 
healthy chicks, provide proper nutrition, 
fight parasites, spot diseases and infections 
in their early stages, protect the flock from 

predators and building safe houses and yards. Practical charts help 
pinpoint common symptoms and causes of disease. An extensive listing 
provides quick access to treatments and remedies for everything from 
poor egg production to crooked toe syndrome. Generously illustrated. 
352 pages, $19.95 

The Chicken Health 
Handbook
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Barnyard in Your Backyard
A Beginner’s Guide to Raising 

Chickens, Ducks, Geese, Rabbits, 
Goats, Sheep, and Cattle

edited By gail damerOw
The essential primer for first-time farmers. 
Covering everything from which breeds of 
ducks are best for eggs and which are best 
for meat to how to buy a beef or dairy calf to 

where to find a market for manure, this easy-to-use handbook teaches 
you how to operate a mini-farm for fun, profit or both. 408 pages, 
$24.95
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I have numerous times in these pages 
encouraged readers to keep their 
flocks on pasture if at all possible. 

There is no place a chicken (or duck or 
goose) is happier and healthier than for-
aging over good pasture, socializing and 
engaging in interesting natural behaviors, 
finding best-quality foods on her own, 
and enjoying the benefits of sunshine, 
fresh air, and exercise.

Unless your pastured flock is “an-
chored” on the main poultry house, you 
will need a pasture shelter to provide 
protection from rain and from predators, 
a place where they feel secure to roost 
at night, and (in the case of layers) nests 
for laying eggs. (You really don’t want 
to go hunting down eggs laid by laissez-
faire hens.) Remember too the need for 
shade from the sun on the hottest days, 
assuming there is no tree cover in or on 
the edge of the pasture area.

Waterfowl usually show no interest 
in a shelter, even when it rains, but they 
badly need shade when it is hot.

Design of appropriate shelters is 
determined by many things—scale of 
operation, your skills set, materials 
already on hand, overall management 
choices, etc. Following are some design 
elements one might take into account 
while thinking through a pasture shelter 
construction project.

Easy Mobility
To avoid damage to pasture sod, it is 

necessary to move the shelter frequently, 
perhaps even daily. (How often depends 
mostly on stocking density, the point in 
the growing season, and whether the birds 
are confined to the shelter or are able to 
range.) Thus ease of moving the unit is a 
key design goal.

The larger shelters appropriate to 
small farms producing for markets are 
often moved by tractor or pickup. For 
most homesteaders, however, I would 
recommend avoiding moving with any 

sort of powered vehicle. Stay “up close 
and personal” with the move, to avoid 
injury to young or hapless birds that get 
in the way.

Attached wheels are not the only op-
tion for moving the shelter—rollers and 
sledge-type runners are possible as well. 
Joel Salatin, innovator of the now-classic 
Polyface 10x12-ft mobile broiler pens, 
uses a two-wheeled dolly which he places 
under the trailing end of the shelter, then 
pulls from the other end. However, most 
homesteaders choose some sort of wheel, 
either permanent or temporary, for put-
ting their shelters in motion. 

The size of the wheel is an important 
consideration. The smaller the wheel, 
the lower the trailing bottom rail, and 
the more likely it will catch on bumps or 
tussocks of grass on the pasture; or that 
a bird will get caught between ground 
and moving rail, and be injured. A larger 
wheel gives better clearance over uneven 
ground, and less chance of injuries to 
young or stupid birds, but is harder to 
take off and put on as a temporary wheel. 

Designing a Pasture 
Shelter

Photo by Deborah Moore

hOuSing:
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Larger wheels (such as bicycle wheels) 
are more often used where they are per-
manently installed on the unit.

My own choice is to use an 8-inch 
wheel, the sort used on lawnmowers, 
widely available at garden centers or the 
local co-op. The hubs of the ones I use 
take a 1/2-inch axle, so I permanently 
install 1/2-inch bolts through the bottom 
rail on each side, front and rear. It is easy 
then to lift up each corner of the shelter in 
turn, popping the wheel on the bolt, then 
locking it in place temporarily with wing 
nuts. After the move, it is easy to back the 
wing nuts off and remove the wheels for 
use on other shelters.

With the smaller wheel I use, I do 
indeed find that the rear rail catches 
on bumps and tussocks, though such 
obstructions are usually no more than a 
brief annoyance.

For a pull, I use wire cable passed 
through a short length of old garden hose 
and twisted into a closed loop at each 
end. I hook the loops onto open hooks 
screwed into the lower rails of the unit, 
fore and aft. Since the hooks are open, I 
can use the one wire pull for moving all 
my shelters.

Weight
If you get even a quite heavy shelter 

up onto man’s oldest tool, the wheel, it 
will roll like a Cadillac. However, there 
comes a point where the weight of the 
unit makes it balky and even dangerous 
to work with, especially on uneven or 
sloped ground. Therefore, when think-
ing through your choice of materials or 
construction details, look for ways to 
shed weight to the extent possible, while 
retaining the strength your shelter will 
need to withstand rough use.

Perhaps the most important way to 
reduce weight while keeping and even 

increasing structural strength is the use 
of diagonal bracing. My first shelter 
designs featured all 2x4 construction 
with all right angles between the struc-
tural members—producing a frame that 
was unnecessarily heavy and clumsy to 
move, and not nearly as strong. Now, 
when constructing the bottom frame for 
the shelter, I typically rip 2x4’s at 2-1/4 
inches and use those pieces for the bottom 
rails, and use the remaining 1-1/4-inch 
thick pieces for diagonal bracing. The 
result is a tremendous gain in structural 
rigidity, with no increase in frame weight 
for the diagonal bracing.

An alternative to wheels for moving a 
shelter is the “sabot” (French for “clog” 
or “wooden shoe”), also known as a 
“scoot”—in effect, an abbreviated sledge 
runner. The leading end is rounded or 
angled, and the sabot is notched to fit the 
bottom rail of the shelter frame.

Michael Barreda of Upperville, Virginia 
demonstrates how he locks the rear rail 
of his pasture broiler pen into the notch 
of the sabot. Once the rail is up on two 
sabots, he “scoots” the shelter to its new 
position on the pasture, using a stout wire 
pull on the front end.

Use wing nuts to lock down the wheels 
during the move. Wing nuts make it 
easy to use one set of wheels for moving 
multiple shelters.

A convenient way to “go mobile” with 
your pasture shelter: Permanently install 
bolts through the bottom rails to serve as 
axles for wheels.

Wind
A constant dilemma in shelter design: 

It is essential for mobility to make the 
shelter as lightweight as possible; and at 
the same time it is essential to add some 
sort of cover on at least part of the structure 
to cast shade and provide shelter against 
rain. In doing so, you’ve put up a sail 
with very little to anchor it down. How 
do you prevent your easily moved shelter 
from moving all too easily into the next 
county with the first bare-knuckle wind? 
There is an inherent trade-off between 
reducing weight while retaining structural 
integrity, and at the same time dealing 
with wind load. If you are an engineer, 
you can probably factor in aerodynamics 
as well—some shapes “catch the wind” 
more than others. I’m not an engineer, but 
it is obvious from designs I’ve used that 
the higher the profile, the more problem 
there will be with wind. (The classic Poly-
face broiler pen is 10x12 feet, but only 24 
inches high.) Therefore I opt for squat and 
ugly rather than high and elegant. Also, I 
have found hoop type structures and A-
frames more wind-stable than rectangular, 

Creative use of diagonal bracing reduces 
weight and adds tremendously to 
structural integrity. Cross bracing such as 
collar ties in Harvey’s A-frame do double 
duty as roosts.
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“boxy” profiles. And finally, the more 
cover attached to the shelter, the more it 
will act as a sail. Using poultry wire to 
replace the solid cover to the extent pos-
sible reduces wind resistance.

Whatever the profile and weight, 
however, any shelter that includes a solid 
cover and can be moved by hand will 
be blown away if the wind gets strong 
enough. Again we face a trade-off: The 
more we anchor the structure, the more 
hassle each move becomes (and the more 
tempted we become not to move the shel-
ter as often as we should). I usually keep 
an eye to the weather reports, and anchor 
the shelters only when strong winds are 
predicted. I use “earth anchors,” stout 
steel rods with an abbreviated auger on 
one end and a closed eye on the other. It is 
easy to screw the auger end into the earth, 
anchoring the rod, then fasten the shelter 
to the anchor, using wire or cable around 
a bottom rail and through the closed eye 
hook. Sometimes I use weights (such as 
buckets suspended from the shelter frame) 
to anchor the shelter against the wind.

whole point is to give birds confined to a 
pen constant access to pasture. In manage-
ment strategies in which the birds are not 
confined to the shelter (as when the flock 
roosts in the shelter at night but ranges 
inside an electric net during the day), the 
addition of a floor to the shelter might 
make sense. (More below.) If you do add 
a floor, however, I strongly recommend 
either wire or plastic mesh. A plywood or 
other solid floor quickly accumulates a 
layer of caked droppings that is unpleasant, 
unsanitary, and especially hard to clean in 
the cramped quarters of a shelter.

Avoiding Injuries
All birds are young to begin, while 

some adults seem just plain stupid. Both 
classes will sometimes get a leg caught 
under the trailing rail of a shelter being 
moved, and be squashed between the 
rail and the ground. Great care should 
be used, therefore, not to move the unit 
too fast, and to be constantly vigilant to 
the birds inside the shelter. Any hint of 
distress calls for an immediate halt. It is 
best to enclose the end you pull from with 
poultry wire (rather than solid cover), 
so the back rail is visible as you pull. A 
helpful strategy is to move the shelter 
when you feed: Place the feeders outside 
the shelter and get everybody crowded 
eagerly around them, then shut the door 
to the shelter and roll away. 

Another strategy for avoiding moving 
injuries is the addition of a floor. The 
shelter can be moved early in the morn-
ing, while the birds are still shut inside, 
and released to the outside only after the 
move is complete.

In the Garden
A pasture shelter of the right dimen-

sions is a great adjunct to gardening. My 
garden beds are 42 inches wide, so I made 
one of my shelters 4x10 ft. I can park the 
shelter on a bed and allow the birds to 
work a 10-ft patch at a time, while keep-
ing the other beds off limits. Great way 
to till in heavy weeds or cover crop, and 
make way for planting.

Doors
I use one small A-frame open at each 

end, but for most shelters I like to have a 
door. Even if I don’t close it routinely, I 
want the option of closing the birds in (to 
get ready for a move from one netted area 
into another, to do a census or selection, 
or in preparation for slaughter).

Nests
If the shelter is serving layers, it should 

have nests—simply mounted on the fram-
ing is best—which should be accessible 
from the outside. I’d be embarassed for 
you to know how many years I clambered 
inside my large A-frame to collect eggs 

Rectangular shelters often feature a 
hinged “lid” on top for access to the in-
terior. A lid should be fitted with a stout, 
positive-lock latch. The country version: 
putting a both-hands rock on top of the 
lid after closing it.

Whether to Install a Floor
A major question in the design of the 

shelter is whether to install a floor. The clas-
sic Polyface broiler pen is floorless—the 

A shelter can be as simple as an open-
ended A-frame. One option for ensuring 
stability in the wind is suspension of 5-
gallon buckets inside the shelter: Fill with 
water to anchor against the wind, empty 
when ready to move the shelter.

Deborah Moore and Jon Kinnard of Hume, Virginia designed this shelter (on the 
right) to be snug enough to keep their small flock cozy in the winter. Photo courtesy of 
Deborah Moore.
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before that Duh! moment. It was easy 
enough to hinge a scrap of plywood for an 
access door and protection from weather, 
but it would have been easier to make this 
provision from the first. 

All-Season? 
An important design question is 

whether the shelter will serve the flock 
in summer only, or whether it will give 
climate-adequate protection in the winter. 
To maintain the shelter’s weight at the 
mobile end of the spectrum and still pro-
vide a sufficient bulwark against winter’s 
extremes can be challenging.

 
Predation Issues

A shelter on its own is subject to 
digging attack if floorless. Dogs and fox 
are diggers, as are other predators. In a 
free-standing shelter, a 2x4 mesh welded 
wire floor is the minimum required to 
defeat diggers. (Such a floor also has 
the virtue of letting birds graze through 
it during the day.)

I keep all my shelters inside elec-
tronet, so use nothing but floorless shel-
ters. And I don’t shut up at night—the 
sleeping birds are safe enough behind an 
electric perimeter. If you are neighbors to 
owls, it would be advisable to shut the 
shelter doors at night.

Be aware that poultry netting may not 
be impervious to unexpectedly powerful 
(and determined) predators such as dog 
or raccoon. I’ve had both rip through 
poultry netting with tooth or paw. (Bet 
you can’t do that). If you are exposed to 
predators this potent, you might use 1/2-
inch hardware cloth, well secured, in lieu 
of ordinary poultry wire.

Another option is to “wire for de-
fense.” After the attacks (in a Sala-
tin-style 10x12 broiler pen) referred 
to above, I ran a couple of passes of 
single-strand electric wire around the 
shelter, standing it off from the structure 
with plastic or porcelain insulators. With 
completely satisfactory results.

Watering Issues
In the case of shelters that confine 

their birds, most folks prefer a hanging 
waterer that can be filled from outside, 
as opposed to lifting heavy waterers in 
and out. My birds are not so confined, 
so I run supply hoses—which Y-off as 
needed—from household pressure out 

to automated (float-operated) waterers 
on the pasture.

If you have the misfortune to be raising 
a crop of Cornish Cross, I’d advise placing 
a waterer inside the shelter, whether its 
door is open or not. I once lost 22 Cornish 
Cross just at the age of slaughter: An out-
of-season May heat wave hit, and the poor 
dorks sat in the shelter’s shade on their 
butts and died rather than walking 10 feet 
for a drink of water.

Roosts
Chickens do not absolutely have to 

have roosts. However, they have a strong 
instinct to roost, and will be more con-
tent if enabled to do so. (And remember 
that little feral wildcard: If denied the 

opportunity to roost, chickens may go 
roost in the trees. Just imagine where 
that might lead.)

In a pasture shelter, have all brace 
framing possible do double duty as roosts. 
For instance, if you are constructing a fair 
sized A-frame, you will certainly want to 
add collar ties. Space them low enough 
under the peak to accomodate several 
sleeping birds. 

Materials
Pasture shelters have been based on 

every material other than titanium—you 
will doubtless make yours from a mate-
rial you are comfortable working with. 
For me, that material has always been 
wood. (The one exception was a 10x10 
hoop shelter based on 1/2-inch solid 
fiberglass rods.) It is heavier than some 
alternatives (which up to a point can be 
an advantage), but joins easily and takes 
screws and staples for putting on cover, 
wire, or hinges. I strongly recommend 
screws for securing wood—unlike nails, 
they will not work loose in a structure 
that will be yanked and wrenched a good 
deal. However, I do not use ordinary 
wood screws (requiring drilling of pilot 
holes)—a self-drilling screw such as 
a deck screw or the like (if galvanized 
against the weather) holds well and is 
easy to set without drilling pilot holes.

A single strand or two of electric wire is 
an effective deterrent to predators, who 
usually lead with the nose when checking 
out your shelter.

An often-used option is a hoop shelter made by attaching opposite ends of livestock 
panels to a frame. This one was built by Harvey’s friend Deanna Child, who was not 
pleased with the flimsy plastic tarp, nor the loss of broiler chicks when moving the 
clumsy, too-heavy frame. Deanna plans another version of a pastured broiler pen, and 
will let us look over her shoulder as the project unfolds. (Next issue.)
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If in prolonged contact with the 
ground, wood will rot if not sealed regu-
larly, and placed up on blocks over the 
winter. You may even want to set each 
corner on a small block each time you park 
the shelter. Since the bottom rails are more 
subject to rotting out than any other part 
of the frame, you might do well to design 
a frame in which the rails are independent 
of the rest of the frame and covering, and 
thus more easily replaced separately.

A popular option is the hoop shelter 
made from heavy gauge welded wire live-
stock panels, bent from one edge of a frame 
and secured to the other in a semi-cylinder. 
Doors and wire netting can be added to the 
ends using light wood framing.

Countless designs have been based on 
PVC pipe. I don’t work with PVC much, 
so I’ve never used it. I’ve seen pictures 
and descriptions of use of PVC in cases 
where results were satisfactory. All of 
them, however, were based on heavy-
duty PVC, something like Schedule 40. 
All the PVC structures I ever saw put to-
gether from lighter PVC—one-inch pipe 
and the like—turned out to be disasters: 
not only blown away but irretrievably 
wrecked in the first no-nonsense wind.

Sheet metal roofing is a good choice. 
Galvanized or baked-on-paint steel roof-
ing is cheaper, and heavier. Aluminum 
roofing is lighter, but more expensive. 
Either will last a long time.

An alternative is 12-mil or 24-mil 
woven poly fabric. This is a greenhouse 
plastic available from any greenhouse 
supply, but usually in 100 foot rolls. 
I know of only one source for these 
fabrics custom-cut to your order: Green-
house Sales in Neche, North Dakota. 
(204-327-5540) (http://www.northern-
greenhouse.com/index.htm) They sell 
a 12-mil woven poly, black on one side 
and silver on the other (giving the option 
of installing for solar gain or reflection). 
More durable will be the 24-mil. There 

Extremely lightweight shelters based on 
small-diameter PVC pipe are appealing—
until the first chastising wind.

Journey Clark of Hume, Virginia with 
her heavily framed, all-wood shelter, 
complete with cedar shake roof. The unit 
is heavy, not suited to frequent moving, 
but is stout enough to house the flock in 
the harshest winter weather.

Harvey’s large A-frame is covered with 24-mil silver/black woven poly fabric. After 10 
years, this shelter is still going strong.

is no longer a silver/black version, but 
there is white/silver or white/white. 
Either white or silver reflects solar heat 
away from the structure (the white is 
likely to be a little more effective than 
the silver at keeping the interior cooler), 
while the white on the inside makes for 
more interior light. These tough woven 
fabrics last longer than any other ver-
sion of plastic I know of. The 24-mil 
cover on my big A-frame survived a 
tumble through 30 feet of underbrush 
under the lash of the wind—without a 
tear. As Andy Lee, author of Chicken 
Tractor, characterized it to me, it’s 
“bulletproof.”

In the next issue, I will share step-
by-step pictorials of two pasture shelter 
construction projects.

Harvey Ussery and his wife Ellen live 
on 2-1/2 acres near the Blue Ridge in 
Northern Virginia. They produce much of 
their own food—including all their eggs 
and dressed poultry from a mixed pastured 
flock—and offer their homestead as model 
and inspiration to others aspiring to the 
homesteading life. Harvey has written for 
Mother Earth News, publications of Ameri-
can Pastured Poultry Producers Associa-
tion, and Countryside & Small Stock Jour-
nal, which published his “Achieving Food 
Independence on the Modern Homestead,” 
based on his presentation at the 2006 con-
ference of Pennsylvania Association for 
Sustainable Agriculture. Visit his website 
at www.themodernhomestead.us.

If light PVC is a bad choice, 1-inch 
PVC pipe frames covered by plastic 
tarps are the absolute worst. They weigh 
nothing and are flimsy—hello wind! But 
actually, it’s a mistake to use plastic tarps 
in any pasture shelter: They shred all too 
quickly from ultraviolet exposure, wind, 
and flying claws landing on them.

So what is the covering of choice as 
a rain and sun barrier? I’ve seen shelters 
sided and roofed in plywood. Unless quite 
small, such shelters are incredibly heavy, 
the kind of thing you move only once 
or twice a year, when you have friends 
around and some beer to share. However, 
such shelters are more likely to be winter-
proof than most other designs.
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By harvey uSSery

Even “flocksters” with only 
a very few hens are “going 
mobile” with their birds along 

with the bigger players in the pastured 
poultry movement. Such flock owners 
find that even extremely small pasture 
shelters are adequate to their needs, 
that they are easiest of all to move, 
and that, if well designed, they resist 
predation.

Tina Essert of Corapeake, North 
Carolina fashioned a tiny shelter which is 
adequate for two or three full-sized hens. 
In the ever-present trade-off between 
mobility and stability in the wind, Tina 
has adopted a minimalist design with little 
cover to shade the interior from sun and 
rain (though as a result it offers little “sail” 
to catch the wind). She has deployed three 
such units. Tina prefers multiple units that 
are easy to move to a larger, less mobile 
unit that would house the number of hens 
needed to supply her family.

Tina reports: “We made a frame with 
2x3s, covered it with chicken wire, put 
a platform in the back about 2' wide and 
put a Rubbermaid box screwed onto the 
platform for a nest box. Generally, our 
chickens roost on the roof of the nest 
box and we haven’t provided roosts for 
them. The wire provides enough airflow 
and the frame enough weight to anchor 
the shelter—we’ve never had one budge 
in the wind.” Tina’s hens shelter under 
a small hinged plywood access lid if the 
weather is unusually hot or rainy, even 
taking shelter in the nest box if the weather 
is severe. However, they seem to have no 
problem getting a bit wet, so long as the 
weather is warm. She believes her simple 
design would be ideal for suburban hom-
eowners who want to keep just enough 
hens to ensure a small supply of eggs for 
the family.

She has never had a loss to predation 
from her “chicken tractors,” but speculates 
that she would add a 2x4 welded wire floor 

if needed to protect from digging predators 
while still allowing the birds access to the 
grass. She would use 1/2-inch “hardware 
cloth” (welded wire mesh) in lieu of poultry 
wire to block the paws of raccoons if they 
were a problem in her area.

Materials on hand and a bit of whimsy 
may be all that are needed for a shelter 
that houses the flock and serves as a 
conversation piece in the neighborhood. 
Jon Kinnard of Hume, Virginia made a 
delightful “mobile home” for the flock of 
half a dozen Cuckoo Marans that supply 
him and Deborah Moore (and some of 

their Hume, Virginia neighbors) with 
matchless pastured eggs. The project 
used scrap plywood; wheels, pneumatic 
tires and axle from a defunct tractor; and 

Going Mobile
At the Small End of the Scale

Jon Kinnard with visiting friend Tracy 
Hill, who is thrilled with the payoff. In 
addition to the easily accessed interior 
nest, note the storage space for feed, 
oyster shell, etc. Photo courtesy of 
Deborah Moore.Tina Essert’s minimalist design would be 

ideal for a small suburban flock. Photo 
courtesy of Tina Essert.

This whimsical shelter for the Kinnard-
Moore flock has become a focal point in the 
neighborhood. Photo courtesy of Deborah 
Moore.

Journey Clark of Hume, Virginia with a 
tiny shelter she uses to isolate a broody 
hen incubating her clutch of eggs. After 
the chicks hatch, they have access to a 
small exercise area not accessible by the 
general flock. As the chicks grow, the near 
end of the exercise area can be removed 
(as here) so that mama and chicks can 
free-range, but still return to the broody 
shelter at night.

If there are budding artists in your 
family, turn their creativity loose on your 
pasture shelter. Journey Clark gathers 
eggs from one of several pasture shelters 
she painted.
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scrap window sash and metal roofing. 
The shelter is entirely self-contained, 
including storage space for feed, grit, 
and equipment.

Cody Leeser of Orlean, Virginia de-
signed an ingenious pasture shelter which 
“docks” with a portable pasture pen. 
Each is moved independently, but they 
fit together to exclude predators.

Most of the materials for the project 
were available scrap or found objects. For 
example, the 2-1/2 x 3-1/2 shelter rides 
atop a landscaper’s wagon which had 
been on Cody’s place since she moved 
in. The metal roofing was rescued from 
the county dump. 

The pasture pen itself is 8x8 ft, and 
4 ft high, wood framing with poultry 
wire (including over the top). The 
frame includes both a door for a per-
son, and a narrow opening to which the 
shelter itself docks when moved into 
place. The pen has two small wheels 
permanently mounted on the rear of the 

bottom frame—to move it (which she 
does daily), Cody simply lifts the frame 
from the other end and pushes. She 
makes the move in the morning, when 

This well-thought-out design has been very effective for Cody Leeser.

Two wheels are permanently mounted on 
the rear of the pasture pen frame.

A narrow port in the pasture pen framing 
allows the hens free access between the 
shelter and the pen. (Note that in the 
actual morning move, the chickens have 
not yet been released from the shelter.)

Cody demonstrates moving the shelter to 
“dock” with the pasture pen.

her four laying hens are still shut up in 
the shelter. After moving the pen, she 
moves the shelter—easy to pull or push 
on its wagon chassis—docks it with a 
narrow opening in the pen’s framing, 
and lowers a plank “drawbridge” type 
ramp. It’s that ramp which is the key 
to defeating predators—when closed 
up at night, the shelter is impervious 
to attack.

Cody demonstrates securing the ramp 
using a pull strap which passes right 
through the shelter.

The key to predator protection is raising 
the access ramp into the shelter every 
evening.

An exterior door gives access to the nest. 
Note the boards which deflect droppings 
from the roost over the nest.
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By harvey uSSery

In our grandparents’ time, of 
course, ranging poultry on pasture 
was the norm, not the exception. 

It is only in the CAFO Age (confined 
animal feeding operation) that chick-
ens have been confined by the tens of 
thousands in a single enclosed space, 
and giving them abundant access to 

The Classic
Polyface Model

The classic Polyface broiler pen features constant access to grass, protection, shelter from 
sun and rain, and gravity-feed hanging waterer. Photo courtesy of Teresa Salatin.

To move the pen, Joel raises the rear 
bottom rail slightly onto a low two-
wheeled dolly, then pulls from the other 
end using a wire pull padded with scrap 
garden hose. Photo courtesy of Teresa 
Salatin.

A simple but effective means of thwarting 
digging predators: Michael fastened metal 
window screening to the entire bottom 
perimeter of his broiler shelter. When 
the sensitive nose of a digging predator 
encounters the raspy edge of the screen, 
it backs off. To deter a persistent fox, 
Michael added some 1/2-inch wire mesh, 
or “hardware cloth.”

grassy pastures has come to seem a 
radical idea. 

More than any other person, 
Joel Salatin of Polyface Farm in the 
Shenandoah Valley of central Virginia 
has inspired the recent revival of “pas-
tured poultry.” I am proud to hail him 
as a personal friend and mentor of 

While many (including Harvey) have 
abandoned the Polyface broiler pen as 
they adopted ranging inside electric net 
fencing, the model is still widely used. 
Michael Barreda of Upperville, Virginia 
raises all the chicken his family eats, 
year-round, in an almost exact copy of 
the Salatin pen. “My kids won’t eat store-
bought chicken anymore,” says Michael.

more than 20 years.
Polyface has raised pastured broil-

ers for many years for local restaurants, 
a loyal drive-to-the-farm customer 
base, and a number of distribution 
points in Virginia and the District of 
Columbia. This year they will raise 
more than 12,000 broilers, using about 
fifty 10x12-ft movable, floorless pas-
ture pens. The growing birds benefit 
from the lush pasture, and the manure 
they lay down is a key part of the 
Polyface soil fertility program. 

Beyond their provision of food of 
integrity to countless customers over 
the years, I salute the Salatins for their 
inspiration of widespread adaptation of 
their model by homesteaders and small 
producers everywhere.

Michael says his growing meat birds 
remain comfortable in the shade of the 
sheet aluminum roofing on even the 
hottest summer days.
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By harvey uSSery

It was Andy Lee’s book Chicken 
Tractor which more than any other 
source introduced the idea of keep-

A Tribute 
to Andy 

Lee

An appropriately sized “chicken tractor” 
makes possible putting the flock to work 
in the garden, while preventing damage 
by the birds in adjacent beds.

The chicken tractor is infinitely adaptable. Harvey uses this model, only 20 inches high, 
as a “halfway house” for two separate clutches of chicks with their mothers as they 
start their life on the pasture.

Tractor designs often feature a 
completely enclosed end for shelter from 
hot sun and rain, and a poultry wire end 
for maximum exposure to sunlight on 
nice days. Hinging the “lids” over both 
sections gives maximum access to the 
interior.

Another of Harvey’s low shelters serves 
as a “creep feeder”: The slats in the sides, 
set at 2-5/8 inches, permit access by young 
birds, while excluding adults. Harvey 
places higher-protein feeds inside the 
shelter to help meet the needs of growing 
birds—special starter mixes, cultured 
skim milk, earthworms, Japanese beetles, 
etc.

Darien and Cameron Poles of Hume, 
Virginia moving their 2-boypower 
chicken tractor.

The chicken tractor that 
works and lasts.

Quail Manufacturing • Partridge, KS 67566  

Call 620-567-3301
www.eggcartn.com

• Compact and easy to move
• Upper level provides space for feed, 
   water, two nests, and predator safe roosting
• Lower level is for scratching and grazing
• Measures 4ʼx 6  ̓and accommodates 12 hens
• Affordable, shippable, and easy to 
  assemble

 

ing micro-flocks in small, mobile pens 
to provide a more wholesome, more 
contented life for the birds, and the op-
portunity to “put them to work.” Many 
such shelters are sized specifically to 
fit the owner’s garden bed width. Small 
flocks in chicken tractors (or as I like to 

call them, “chicken cruisers”) can till 
up new ground for garden, till in cover 
crops or heavy weed growth, and help 
with control of slugs and snails. In the 
process, they forage nutrient-dense foods 
such as earthworms, grubs, and slugs—a 
big gain in dietary quality.

Certifi ed organic feeds to keep 
your poultry healthy. 

Organic
Poultry Feeds
All feeds are soy-free.

To order call: 1-888-699-7088

See our feed online:
www.countrysidenatural.com

1688 Jefferson Hwy. • Fishersville, VA 22939
Natural Products for Healthy Soil, 

Plants, & Animals
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By harvey uSSery

If you have a hankering to produce 
for an expanding pastured egg mar-
ket, you may find the pasture shel-

ters of small farmers of interest. Steve 
and Chris Ault of Pamplin City, Virginia 
produce more than 100 dozen eggs per 
week for sale in one farmers market, 
two natural food stores, plus a few on-
farm sales. Steve says his favorite layer 
shelter is an old recreational trailer, 
which he bought for $200, gutted, and 
outfitted with roosts and nest boxes. It 
houses about 200 layers, who shelter in 
it at night and range inside electric net 

Shelters for Market

Layer Flocks

In our throw-away culture, recreational trailers are readily available, and are used as 
brooders or mobile shelters for layer flocks. Steve Ault moves this “Chicken Hilton” 
using his tractor or compact pickup. Photo courtesy of Steve and Chris Ault.

Michael Barreda’s layers usually prefer sheltering from sun and rain under the pasture 
house rather than inside.
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enough to pull with his lawn tractor. 
He reports that both the above units are 
heavy enough to remain stable in wind 
gusts up to 60 mph.

Michael Barreda of Upperville, 
Virginia sells eggs from his pastured 
layer flock through the local IGA, a 
small independent grocer. Those in 
the know share the secret: “Be sure to 
get there on Thursday—that’s the day 
Michael brings in his eggs.”

He houses his mixed layer flock 
(Australorps and Australorp-Welsum-
mer-Langshan crosses) in a shelter large 
enough for 80-100 hens. Like Steve, 
he built his layer house on an old hay 
wagon chassis, which he moves with 
his pickup. The shelter is heavy enough 
to be stable in strong winds. Over the 
winter, or if expecting unusually heavy 
wind, Michael parks the layer house in 
a spot sheltered from the wind. Rang-
ing inside electronet during the day, 
Michael’s flock has had no significant 
predator problems.

Michael installs sliding windows for 
greater protection from weather in the 
winter.

Pastured Poultry 
Profit$

A volume of experiences and viewpoints from 
the American Pastured Poultry Producers As-
sociation, and Joel Salatin’s original pastured 
poultry “bible.” 576 pages of knowledge for 
the combined price of only $49.95!

Buy both books and SAVE $20.00!

Raising Poultry 
on Pasture

 $69.95Regular price:

Your price:  Only $49.95!

Special Offer!

#_______________________Exp.________

3r

Payment enclosed r

r

 Yes, please send me both 
books for $49.95 plus $3.50 
postage & handling. ($53.45). 

Name_______________________________

Address_____________________________

City, State, Zip________________________

Backyard Poultry Bookstore
145 Industrial Drive, Medford, WI 54451

Or call toll-free: 800-551-5691

Mail to:

Order Yours
Today!

Please charge my credit card

Shelter and mobility based on an old hay 
wagon, Steve and Chris Ault’s farm in 
central Virginia. The sheet plastic and 
metal roofing on the sides are removed in 
summer for maximum ventilation. Photo 
courtesy of Steve and Chris Ault.

fencing during the day. Steve’s flocks suf-
fered heavy predation before he started 
restricting foraging to the electronetted 
areas. However, he hopes to return to 
complete free-ranging soon, having 
recruited two guardian dogs (Great Pyr-
enees) to safeguard the flocks.

Steve built another layer shelter 
using an old hay wagon as the base. It 
too houses about 200 layers, but is light 

Unlike a stationary house, which has to 
contend with wind load only, a mobile one 
also has to resist start-and-stop stresses. 
Note the use of plenty of diagonal bracing 
in Michael’s pasture house. Note also the 
chopped cardboard which he has found to 
be the best litter.

Name_______________________________

Address_____________________________

City, State, Zip________________________

#________________________Exp.________

Payment enclosed
Please charge my credit card 

3r

r
r

 Yes, please send me Chicken Tractor for 
only $22.95 plus $3.50 postage & handling. 
($26.45). 

Backyard Poultry Bookstore
145 Industrial Drive, Medford, WI 54451

Or call toll-free: 800-551-5691

Mail to:

Chicken Tractor
A chicken tractor is a bottom-
less, portable pen that can be 
moved wherever you need help 
in the garden. Chickens aerate 
the soil while eating pests and 
weeds, then fertilize the beds 
with manure. Best of all, they 
provide the great tasting eggs 
and meat not available in any 
grocery store. Chicken Tractor 
shows how building a better 

garden can result in twice as much food from half 
as much land. You’ll find complete instructions for 
building and using pens, tips on breed selection, plus 
money-making ideas. 318 pages,  $22.95

andy lee & pat FOrman
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health: 

rOn kean

extenSiOn pOultry SpecialiSt

univerSity OF wiScOnSin-madiSOn

Ron Kean, “The Answer Man,” 
Extension Poultry Specialist, University 
of Wisconsin-Madison.

the anSwer man

If you have health related poultry 
questions you'd like answered, send 

your questions to us at Backyard Poul-
try, Attn: Answer Man, 145 Industrial 
Dr., Medford, WI 54451 or e-mail to 
byp@tds.net. We will include your 
questions in an upcoming issue. 

Integrating Flocks

I have a flock of seven-month-old laying 
chickens and would be interested in 

adding some more to my flock. But will 
they get along with each other if I wait to 
add the baby chicks till they are pullets? 

Susan, Ohio

I would definitely wait until they are 
pullets to add them (probably 14-16 weeks 
of age or older). Any time you mix groups 
of birds, there will be some adjustment as 
they work out their new pecking order. 
You can do some things to help ease the 
adjustment. Placing them together at 
night while they are roosting often helps. 
They wake up in the morning and (magi-
cally) there are new birds there! Mixing 
two groups is usually better than just 
adding one or two new chickens. It tends 
to spread out the aggressive behaviors. 
If you can, keeping the new birds in an 
adjacent pen (or a cage inside the pen) 
for a few days can help. Adding another 
feeder and waterer will help ensure they 
all have access. It may help to rearrange 
the area, if possible, so all the chickens 

have to work out new territories. Usually, 
they will settle down after an hour or so. 
It’s always good to monitor things in case 
some real damage is done. In that case, 
you’ll want to treat the injured animal. 
There are some commercial ointments 
that can be used to cover the wounds and 
prevent chickens from pecking it further. 
Chickens can get pretty vicious when one 
is bleeding or injured.

Communication Between Hens & 
Embryos

First of all, I would like to say that you 
guys are doing an awesome job with 

the magazine. It is the best poultry publica-
tion I have ever read! 

I have a flock of 25 Rhode Island 
Reds, 10 Leghorns, 25 Barred Rocks, 15 
Black Australorps, 10 White Rocks, and 
11 assorted bantams. I am also looking to 
add 30 guineas. 

I have a couple of questions regard-
ing my setting bantam hens. I have heard 
that a hen talks to her chicks while they 
are in the egg, and will know if a chilling 
has killed them. Is this true? I have had 
hens occasionally set for three weeks 
without producing anything. If they 
know the chicks are dead why would 
they continue to set on them? Also, is it 
true thunderstorms kill chicks in the egg? 
I would also like to add that just because 
the advertisements say that a hen has 
broodiness bred out of her doesn’t mean 
she does. I had 10 of my Rhodies try to 
go broody all at once (and most of them 
in the same nest box).

Does this happen to anyone else, or is 
it just my hens?

Thanks for doing such an awesome 
job with the magazine.

Ira, New York

There have not been many studies on 
communication between hen and embryos 
in the eggs. There is some evidence that 
noises during incubation may be a part 
of the imprinting process of the chicks. 

Anyone who has been around a broody 
hen has likely heard the quiet sounds she 
makes. There is very good evidence that 
embryos communicate with other embryos 
in eggs that are touching them. This helps 
to synchronize the hatch, since the later 
embryos will actually speed up when they 
are exposed to the “clicking” sounds of 
earlier-developing embryos.

Whether or not a hen can determine 
the viability of the embryos is also open 
to debate. Anecdotally, it is said that some 
waterfowl will kick an egg out of the nest if 
it is infertile. I’m not sure the egg was truly 
infertile, or that it just failed to develop 
since it was no longer in the nest to be 
incubated. There is pretty good evidence 
that most hens can’t tell the difference, 
since they will sit on an empty nest, or on 
golf balls, or door handles, etc.! The cur-
rent public interest in oiling goose eggs 
to make them unhatchable is also good 
evidence, since the geese will continue to 
incubate them for quite some time.

There is no evidence that thunder-
storms will damage chicks in the egg, un-
less the lightning strikes close enough to 
electrocute them. I suppose a particularly 
violent storm might cause a hen to stop set-
ting, but even that would be very rare.

I agree with you about some hens 
“not reading the book” that says they 
aren’t supposed to be broody. I’ve seen 
commercial White Leghorns, Blue Anda-
lusians, etc. go broody and hatch chicks. 
I think sometimes we give ourselves too 
much credit when we think we can change 
nature!

Staggering Rooster

I have a three-year-old Black Spanish 
rooster that has recently been unable to 

maintain his balance properly.  He will of-
ten stagger as if he is drunk.  I checked his 
legs as I assumed he may have sustained 
an injury of some sort but I could find no 
wounds.  His knee joints do seem mildly 
inflamed and feel like they are looser than 
before.  Subsequently, he has stopped 
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roosting at night and sleeps on the floor 
of the coop.  This has been occurring for 
a month or so with no improvement but 
he continues to eat and try to cover the 
hens, although a bit awkwardly.  None 
of the other birds in the flock exhibit any 
symptoms.  I am concerned that he may be 
in pain or that he could be infectious.  

Ted, Michigan 

It’s difficult to determine what might 
be wrong with your rooster. The stag-
gering may be caused by pain from the 
joints. There are some diseases that 
can cause swollen inflamed leg joints. 
Mycoplasma synoviae is one that is 
somewhat common and can cause this. 
Antibodies to this disease can be de-
tected with a blood test. It can sometimes 
be treated with antibiotics, though it may 
be difficult to completely cure. It can 
be transmitted to the rest of the flock, 
and individual birds may or may not 
show symptoms. There are some other 
diseases that could cause “arthritis” 
symptoms.

For a more definitive diagnosis, 
you can look for a vet in your area that 
works with birds. You might also contact 
your local extension office or your state 
veterinary diagnostic lab. There will 
likely be some cost involved, and they 
may need to euthanize the rooster to make 
a diagnosis.

Duckling Has Seizures

We have four two-week-old ducks. 
One of them keeps having what 

looks like a seizure. We aren’t sure what 
we should do. Do you have any ideas of 
what we should do or why this is hap-
pening? 

Michelle via the Internet

It’s difficult to know what could be 
causing this. The duck may have had an 
injury to its head. It may have a develop-
mental disorder. I suppose it could have 
a disease, but I don’t know of any that 
specifically cause seizures. 

For a more definitive diagnosis, 
you can look for a vet in your area that 
works with birds. You might also contact 
your local extension office or your state 
veterinary diagnostic lab. There will 
likely be some cost involved, and they may 
need to euthanize the duckling to make a 
diagnosis.

Hens Can Grow Spurs

I have a Sicilian Buttercup hen that has 
very large and very pointed spurs on her 

feet. I felt pretty sure she was a hen since 
she had the body of a hen, but the spurs 
made me wonder if maybe she could be a 
rooster. It was not until she was one year 
old that she laid her first white egg and 
I knew for certain. Are there very many 
breeds of chickens where hens have spurs 
like roosters?

Melissa, Kentucky

Hens of many breeds will eventually 
grow spurs, but usually not until they are 
several years old. Within a breed, certain 
strains have been known to have hens with 
fairly large spurs, even at a young age. 
There is also some individual variation 
among hens, so occasionally one will grow 
longer spurs than the others.

Hens With Dirty Bottoms

For about five years now we’ve had 
about 40 to 50 chickens we keep for 

eggs to sell. Every once in a while a chicken 
will get a “muddy” rear end with droppings 
hanging and attached to the feathers. This 
last one was so bad she could hardly walk 
and when I finally caught her I had to cut 
the droppings off of her. After I cleaned 
her up and got rid of the mess I sprayed 
her with mite spray although I did not see 
any mites on her. We’ve seen this also on 
some of the chickens that died, although 
not quite as bad. It seems to happen on the 
older chickens. I try to keep an eye on them 
so I can catch it quickly. I’ve looked it up in 
some of the books I’ve collected but they’re 
mostly about chicks or show chickens and 
don’t ever seem to have my problem. 

Judie via the Internet

I’ve only had my chickens for about 
six years, but have tried to read every 
book and ask everyone I know about 
this matter. Every few months, one of 
my birds gets what I call a dirty bottom. 
We end up having to cut the feathers 
around the vent. I can’t figure out what 
causes this. We try to pay attention and 
most of the time the dropping are normal 
or slightly runny but nothing out of the 
ordinary. This doesn’t seem to bother 
them, and not all of them get it, and when 
the feathers grow back they’re fine. What 
could this be? We dust them frequently 
for mites, worm them, and keep the scales 

RIDGWAY HATCHERY

Chicks, 
Ducklings, 
Turkeys, 

Guineas, Game 
birds, Goslings, 
and Quail eggs. 

Books and egg cartons.

Call or write for your 
FREE catalog!

Ridgway Hatchery
P.O. Box 306 

La Rue 38, OH 43332
800-323-3825

www.ridgwayhatchery.com

84 years of quality and service, 
breeding and hatching experience, 

and professional integrity.

Order Today!

Buy or Sell 
From buying chickens to selling plants, 

www.AgriBidz.com 
provides people just like you the 

opportunity to buy and sell completely 
free of cost on online auctions.

✓ No hidden buyer or seller fees

✓ 100% dedicated to keeping 
agribidz.com a scam free 
resource to all

✓ Free and easy registration 

Visit

www.AgriBidz.com
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on their legs healthy. We feed them high 
quality feed and grit and they have a 
large grassy area to peck around in. It just 
seems like their feathers on their bottom 
are extra fluffy and get in the way.

Larissa via the Internet

There are a couple of possibilities. 
Some cereal grains, especially barley 
and some varieties of wheat and rye, 
contain complex carbohydrates that are 
not easily digested by chickens. These 
include things called pentosans and beta-
glucans. A side effect of feeding these is 
that they can cause sticky excreta. So it 
may be that they are getting some grains 
such as these. I’m not sure how likely that 
is, however, if they are only eating a com-
mercial feed. Most companies will avoid 
these grains because they are aware of 
the problem. I’m not sure why only one 
or two hens would have this either.

It could be a fungal infection, com-
monly called vent gleet. This causes a 
wet, often whitish appearance on the 
feathers around the vent. It may be ac-
companied by an unpleasant odor. This 
can usually be treated with an iodine 
solution. It can be transmitted between 
birds during mating, so it would be best 
to isolate those that have it.

In young chicks, pasted vents are 
usually a sign that the chicks have been 
chilled or stressed in some other way. I’ve 
not seen any reports that a similar situ-
ation occurs in older birds, but it might 
be possible.

It may also be that this is a secondary 
symptom of an infection in the intestinal 
tract. Several bacterial and protozoal 
diseases can cause diarrhea, and this 
can stick to the feathers. Once it begins 
to mat there, it could get worse. 

Finally, might the affected birds be 
sitting in a nest box that contains drop-
pings? Getting under the roost area? 
These are a few things I would check.

Cedar Shavings Not
Recommended

I have a question about an article in Feb/
March, 2007 issue, “Raise Chickens 

the Easy Way” by Justin Chen. Mr. Chen 
says “Most chicken specialists don’t sug-
gest using cedar shavings, which can be 
bad for your birds’ health.”

I’m new at raising chickens and I 
can’t find anything that says that cedar 

shavings can be bad for the birds’ health. 
I asked several friends who have been 
raising chickens much longer than I and 
they don’t know anything negative about 
using cedar shavings. Please help me 
know what is bad for their health.

Rhonda via the Internet

There were studies in the late 1960s 
with small animals (rodents, mostly) 
that showed an increase in liver en-
zymes when the animals were raised on 
cedar shavings. This increase is usually 
interpreted as a sign of toxicity, so it is 
assumed that the animals are dealing 
with the aromatic gases released by the 
cedar. Cedar and pine shavings are not 
suggested, then, as a bedding. It’s prob-
ably being over-cautious, but most people 
won’t use them, just in case.

Possibly another more important rea-
son is that some people can have allergic 
or asthmatic responses to the cedar. Some 
people who think they are allergic to the 
birds (or other pets) may actually be 
reacting to the shavings instead.

Infertile Eggs or Incubator
Problems?

I have been trying to incubate eggs for 
the last three months. It seems like 

every egg out of the 42 I put into the 
incubator is infertile. I have three cocks. 
Each of the three are cooped up with six 
hens. they are all one year old. Two of 
the cocks are Turkens and the third is a 
gold (?). The hens are great egg layers. (I 
don’t know the breeds other than the two 
Turkens.) Any help or info to get some 
fertile eggs? 

Kevin 

First, you’ll want to determine that 
the incubator is functioning properly. 
If you can get some known fertile eggs 
from another source and incubate them, 
this would be a fairly simple test. It’s not 
unheard of to have an incorrect thermom-
eter, for example, and be overheating 
or underheating the eggs. (For incuba-
tor help, see Gail Damerow’s article 
“Improve Your Incubation Hatch Rate,” 
April/May 2007, page 32.—Ed.) 

If you’re sure this is not the problem, 
then I’d look at the roosters. It’d be fairly 
unusual for six, one-year old hens to be 
laying eggs and not have at least some of 
them be fertile if the roosters are good. 

Got Guineas? Join...

Guinea Fowl International Assn.

• Welcome packet
• Care and feeding brochure

• Annual educational seminars
• Be in touch with other guinea 

fowl owners and experts.

$20 membership - Benefits include:

www.guineafowlinternational.org

Guinea Fowl 
International Assn.

PO Box 367
Paradise, TX 76073
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There is a possibility of a nutritional fac-
tor, I suppose, if you’re not feeding them 
a balanced diet. 

It’s more likely a rooster issue. Are 
they physically mating the hens? You’ll 
likely see some activity each day, espe-
cially in the early morning. Is there a 
solid floor in at least part of the coop? 
Roosters often won’t mate on a wire floor. 
Are they getting at least 12 hours of light 
per day? I assume since the hens are lay-
ing that the roosters are getting enough 
light, too, but it might be a consideration. 
Did the roosters have frostbitten combs 
this winter? That can leave them infertile 
for quite some time afterward. With some 
loose-feathered breeds, it’s necessary 
to cut some feathers from around the 
vent area to facilitate breeding, but this 
shouldn’t be a problem with Turkens. 
Parasite infestations can also affect the 
male’s fertility. Check for mites or lice 
and treat if necessary.

Chiggers 

I  have over seven acres and in the 
early summer I have a big problem 

with chiggers. I would like to get rid of 
these bugs (who love to feast on me) 
but I am worried about using any type 
of chemicals on the lawn for I have 
chickens that get to run around in the 
yard. Is there anything that is safe that 
I can use that will not harm my free 
range chickens?  

Evelyn

I sympathize with you regarding the 
chiggers. They aren’t fun! Some of the 
synthetic permethrins, when used at 
low levels, are of low toxicity to birds. 
Chickens would have to ingest quite a bit 
to cause noticeable problems. If possible, 
keeping the chickens penned up for a day 
after treatment may help, too.

Removing brush and keeping the 
area mowed can help. You may want to 
check with your local extension office, 
too. Most states will have an extension 
entomologist who can suggest something 
for your area.

One of the drawbacks to large-scale 
treatments such as this is the damage 
you can cause to beneficial insects 
(honeybees, etc.). If it can be avoided, 
it’s probably better for the environment. 
You’ll have to weigh the pros and cons 
and make that decision. 

Geese Imprint on Owner

I have what I believe to be two male Chi-
nese geese that were hatched February 

07, 2007. I am trying to find out where to 
get information about their behavior. Cur-
rently they follow me around everywhere 
honking and pulling at my clothes. When 
I get down to their level to “talk” to them, 
they bite at me (not hard) for what seems 
like attention. What are these guys doing? 
I have five geese total: three Chinese and 
two Tufted Romans. 

Gina

I suspect these young geese are just 
looking for your companionship. Gos-
lings, like most young birds, will naturally 
peck at things. They will also often imprint 
on large objects (in this case, you) if they 
are around them a lot when young.

You may want to be a little careful 
when they start to become sexually mature. 
Their pecking may become more aggres-
sive. Hopefully, if you have some female 
geese around, they will bond with them 
and pay less attention to you.

(For more information on imprinting, 
see Lisa Jansen Mathew’s article, “Such 
Strange Behavior, Is It An Imprinting Is-
sue?” June/July 2006, page 28.—Ed) 

Turkey Loses Voice, Then Life

My 10-month-old Royal Palm tom 
turkey just died and I cannot find a 

resource to research this. He showed only 
one symptom...loss of voice. I learned of 
TRT but it seems that is only in Europe. He 
appeared healthy otherwise. I ask because 
I have the female and she is setting on a 
small clutch. Any suggestions, please?

Elizabeth 

There are some forms of TRT (turkey 
rhinotracheitis) present in the United 
States, so I wouldn’t rule that out com-
pletely. There are published reports of 
this in North Carolina, and one symptom 
was that the toms were unable to gobble. 
The virus that causes this disease attacks 
the trachea and apparently damages it so 
they cannot gobble.

It has not been shown to pass through 
the egg, though this can’t be completely 
ruled out. I think I’d hatch them out and 
see. Even in infected flocks mortality can 
be quite variable, and often depends on 
secondary infections.

It is thought that this virus can be 136 Woodland Dr. • Eaton, Ohio 45320
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passed by wild birds (sparrows, star-
lings, ducks, etc.), so good biosecurity 
is important for prevention. There is no 
treatment for it. 

As always, for a firm diagnosis, 
contact a veterinarian or your state vet-
erinary diagnostic lab. It is possible that 
other respiratory disease could cause this 
problem. 

Yellow Foamy Diarrhea 

Can you give me an idea about these 
symptoms: yellow foamy diarrhea, 

standing or laying around with their heads 
tucked in, emaciation. I thought it may be 
worms but have been unable to find any 
vet or retail store that carries any medica-
tion for this, and no vet in my area seems 
to care for poultry. I received 30 chickens 
from a neighbor that are about two years 
old and have already put one down due 
to this illness. She got extremely thin 
and barely moved for three days. When 
I saw that other chickens started show-
ing the same symptoms I removed her. I 
allow them to free range and feed them a 
commercial feed 16% and oyster shells, 
I clean their large coop every week and 
keep wood shavings on the floor, I also 
give them clean water daily. I have only 
had them about six weeks and they seemed 
to be healthier up to a week ago. Now I 
am noticing more and more chickens with 
these symptoms. The sick one had these 
symptoms for about three weeks before 
I put her down. I would appreciate any 
suggestions. Thank you.

Sherry

Worms can cause yellow foamy diar-
rhea and emaciation. There aren’t a lot of 
wormers that are labeled for chickens. Pi-
perazine is available, but it’s not unusual 
to encounter worms that are resistant to it. 
There are a few others that can be used as 
well. Some are not labeled, but could be 
used off-label by a veterinarian.

Several bacterial diseases can cause 
diarrhea and emaciation. These often be-
come a problem when the birds are suffer-
ing from some other stress. It is likely that 
the moving and mixing with your chickens 
was stressful on the new chickens. Also, 
they may not have been exposed to the 
same microorganisms, so they may not 
have developed immunity to them.

Blackhead is a protozoal disease that 
is usually seen in turkeys, but can affect 
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chickens. Yellow diarrhea is a very com-
mon symptom of it in turkeys. There are no 
approved treatment methods for it in the 
U.S., but there are some human drugs that 
can be used off-label. Again, you’d need to 
consult with a veterinarian about this.

Feather Loss 

My question is about caring for my 
Araucanas. They lay bluish green 

and pinkish brown eggs. My three origi-
nal Araucanas have molted or lost their 
under belly feathers as well as their tail 
feathers since they were pullets. They lay 
eggs well, but their back ends and under 
bellies are “bald.” Any idea what causes 
this and more specifically what I can do 
to get their feathers to grow back? Other 
than the missing feathers, they apprear to 
be healthy. I had put alfalfa hay in their 
nest boxes (which are actually round 
five-gallon plastic buckets) mounted on 
a roosting perch bench. Yesterday I took 
the alfalfa hay out as it was only the shake 
remaining. 

Mrs. Miller

I would first check for external para-
sites. There are some types that actually 
chew the feathers, and several that cause 
the birds to peck at their feathers. Some of 
these parasites can be seen directly on the 
birds. You can usually see individual lice 
crawling on the skin. Mites sometimes look 
like red pepper sprinkled on the chicken, 
or you may see their eggs as white clumps 
on the feathers. 

Carbaryl dusts or permethrin sprays 
usually work well to get rid of external 
parasites. It’s important to treat the 
wooden areas (roosts, nests, etc.) at the 
same time, since some types of mites will 
live in the cracks of the wood. If you don’t 
want to use a chemical treatment, some 
hobbyists suggest placing wood ashes or 
diatomaceous earth in a dusting box for 
the chickens.

Numerous other suggestions have 
been given that may be helpful if the birds 
are pecking at each other’s feathers.

Finally, it’s not always what people 
want to hear, but the best layers are usu-
ally not the prettiest hens. When a hen is 
putting a lot of energy into egg production, 
they don’t put energy into feather produc-
tion, so they may look pretty rough. A hen 
with a perfect set of feathers is usually not 
your best producer.

(USA) 866-435-3837 • (Local) 309-522-5024 
Helfter@HelfterFeeds.com • www.HelfterFeeds.com   

Organic Products for All Livestock

(USA) 866-435-3837 • (Local) 309-522-5024 

FPD335

www.braggsmountainpoultry.com

Braggs Mountain Poultry
1558 Kreider Road

Ft. Gibson, OK 74454
1-866-478-5502



39August/September, 2007

Rooster Not Crowing Anymore

My rooster, a two-year-old Rhode 
Island Red has not been able to 

crow for the past week. He seems to have 
congestion, a partially pink comb, and can 
barely squawk. He has lost no weight, and 
appears to have the same energy level as 
before. Today he got out a good squawk. 
We gave him a small bit of salt in his water 
that may have helped him.

I am new at raising chickens but my 
country neighbors have been teaching me 
what I don’t know. They are stumped too. 
We have inspected his throat and there are 
no obstructions.

We have eight cats that love to watch 
the chickens (Chipmunk, Hillery, and 
Henrietta Two Feathers) but keep their 
distance. Henrietta Two Feathers is so 
named because a dog attacked her but only 
got a mouthful of feathers, leaving only a 
few tail feathers. One cat (Baby Bear) likes 
to play when they scratch, chasing stones 
and debris. We miss Chipmunk crowing in 
the morning and talking to the neighboring 
flock throughout the day.

Mike, West Virginia

There are several different bacteria 
and viruses that can cause respiratory 
problems in chickens. Without some tests, 
it’s difficult to know what it could be. (Even 
with tests, it may not be easy to determine 
a cause.)

Probably the best thing to do is to keep 
him warm and dry, make sure he has fresh 
feed and water, and hope he can fight off 
whatever it is that is causing the problem. 
If you start to see the same symptoms in 
the other birds, you may want to look for 
a veterinarian that will work with birds, 
or contact your state veterinary diagnostic 
lab. 

Bumblefoot

We have a Silver Penciled Wyo-
nadotte who started limping. Her 

feet are swollen, especially the right one 
and on the bottom it looks like callus that 
has sort of split open, kind of like a hole 
in her foot. We have been applying petro-
leum jelly and bag balm, but are in doubt 
as to what we really should be doing.

Dan and Lea, Utah

 It sounds like she has bumblefoot.  
This is a bacterial infection (often from 
Staph. aureus).  It usually causes a solid 
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core (often called “cheese-like mate-
rial”).  The biggest problem is that this 
core needs to be removed for the foot to 
heal up.  You’ll probably need to cut it 
open (on the bottom of the foot) enough 
to get this core out.  Once that is done, 
you’ll need to clean it up.  You can use 
some hydrogen peroxide for this.  Once 
this is done, it’s best to try and keep her 
in a fairly clean environment for a few 
days.  If you can put her in an area with 
some clean shavings, this will work well.  
Chickens usually heal very well, so it 
should get better quickly.  Some people 
try to wrap the foot, but it doesn’t usually 
work very well.  Don’t continue to use the 
hydrogen peroxide, since it can damage 
the new tissue as it’s healing.

 Bumblefoot often occurs after some 
other trauma.  Large birds jumping down 
from a high perch might cause some dam-
age, or they may get a small cut or splinter 
of wood in the foot.  Staphylococcus bac-
teria are nearly everywhere, but don’t usu-
ally cause a problem until they can gain 
entry through a cut or injury like this.

Hens Have Eye Disorder

My hens have an eye disorder that I 
have been fighting all winter. I put 

antibiotics in their water and this seemed 
to stop it, but know another hen has it. I’ve 
been cleaning often with epsom salt. 

Betty

This is likely a symptom of chronic re-
spiratory disease. It is a bacterial disease 
caused by Mycoplasma gallisepticum or 
MG. This is a pretty common disease and 
can be quite a headache. As you experi-
enced, it often goes away when you treat 
with antibiotics, but it also often comes 
back when you stop treatment. Chickens 
may live with it until they are stressed by 
something else (cold wet conditions, mix-
ing with other chickens, etc.) and then you 
see a problem.

It is pretty difficult to get rid of without 
depopulating the flock and getting new 
birds from a known MG-negative source. 
Most commercial hatcheries use certified 
negative breeding stock.

There is a blood test available to test 
for MG. Your state veterinary diagnostic 
lab should be able to conduct the test. 

If it’s not MG, other possibilities could 
be excessive dust or ammonia, both of 
which can cause eye irritation.

United States Department of Agriculture
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

LOOK FOR SIGNS OF ILLNESS
Watch for signs of disease or unexpected deaths
among your birds.

PRACTICE BIOSECURITY
Take a few simple steps: Disinfect shoes, clothes, 
and equipment. Wash your hands carefully. Keep 
other birds and people away from your birds.

REPORT SICK BIRDS
Call your local cooperative extension office, veterinarian, 
State Veterinarian or USDA Veterinary Services toll free 
at 1–866–536–7593.

Protect
Your Birds:
What You Need to Know

Free 2007 Biosecurity Calendar
To order, e-mail birdbiosecurity@aphis.usda.gov

You can find out more on Backyard Biosecurity by visiting: www.aphis.usda.gov/vs
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The August/September, 2007 cover photo, 
“Moonpie by the Plum Tree,” is by 
Michael Dougherty, Arkansas. Moonpie 
is a Java rooster. See Michael’s article 
on the critically rare Jave breed on page 
46. 

August/September, 2007 • Photo Contest Winners
Backyard Poultry

Summer-Time Fun!Summer-Time Fun!

“How to know when you need to up-size your duck pond.” A mix of Fawn Runners, 
Mallards and Crested Cayugas. — Anna Micciulla, North Carolina

My 2-year-old gelding “Spirit” and 
buddy Don King like to hang out—
Let’s cruise for chicks!  — Susan Jones, 
North Carolina

Hangin out...are you my mother?—
Monica Brent, Florida

Lucy our cat saying “Hi” to one of 
our Guinea hens. —Rachel Benoit, 
Florida

This is one of our 11 Buff Orpington 
hens. The flock turned two years old 
this spring. They are very docile, gentle, 
quiet birds. They are good layers, good 
mothers and  great insect control! Our 
toddlers love them!—Angela Szidik, 
Michigan

Photo Contest Rules
Send Your Photos Today!

Each issue’s winner will be
displayed in the position of honor—

on the front cover of the magazine!
Photos must relate in some way to 

domesticated poultry or their products. No 
limit on number of entries. Attach your 
name, address, phone number or e-mail and 
photo caption or description to each photo 
(not on the front, please).

Backyard Poultry retains the right to 
publish and/or reproduce any and all photos 
submitted, in future issues or publicity, with 
or without mention of source.

To have your photos returned, please 
include a self-addressed stamped enve-
lope.

Each issue’s winning entry will be 
placed in a gallery of finalists, to be an-
nounced in the February/March, 2008 
issue. First prize—$50; 2nd prize—$30; 
3rd prize—$20.

Send your entry to: Backyard Poultry 
Photo Contest, 145 Industrial Dr., Medford, 
WI 54451; or e-mail photos in jpg format 
to byp@tds.net.
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By gail damerOw

“What are you building there, a bunker?” My 
visiting uncle was referring to the concrete 
foundation of an under-construction chicken 

house on our new farm. Looking at it through his eyes, maybe it 
was overkill. On the other hand, a neighbor had told us nothing 
we could do would stop predation. “Chickens just don’t live 
long out here,” he said.

Well, as long as we kept our flock in that bunker, we never 
lost a chicken. Oh, except for the two that disappeared one 
day when we let the flock out to forage while we worked in 
the garden. The chickens took advantage of their new-found 
freedom by wandering into the woods to scratch in the dry 
leaves. We heard a quick, loud squawk from the right and then, 
almost immediately, a quick, loud squawk from the left. The 
flock came back two short. A pair of foxes with hungry kits 
apparently happened along that first (and last) time we allowed 
the chickens to roam from their bunkered yard.

We had built that coop next to the garden near our house. 
We figured the chickens would be easy to care for there, and 
we could feed them weeds and other garden refuse. But we 
soon tired of the early morning crowing outside the bedroom 
window, so when we put up a barn some distance from the 
house we added a hen house to one end. We soon learned that 
our chicken bunker had lulled us into complacency about the 
local predator population. Plenty of critters are out there, seek-
ing an opportunity to dine on home grown poultry.

The first step to deterring predators is to identify them. 
Each critter has a modus operandi that serves as something of a 
calling card to let you know which animal you’re dealing with. 
Having raised chickens for nearly 40 years, I’ve seen quite a 
few of these signs, but every now and then I still get stumped, 

largely because the predators haven’t read the books and don’t 
always conform to their own standard procedure. One sure sign, 
of course, is tracks, but in an active poultry yard tracks quickly 
get obliterated, so you can’t count on tracks alone. Your best 
guide is to examine where, how, and when birds turn up dead 
or missing. 

Birds Missing
Missing chickens or ducks were likely carried off by a fox, 

coyote, dog, bobcat, owl, or hawk. One time I was working in 
my yard and could only watch helplessly when a hawk swooped 
down and carried off a full-grown banty hen that had been 
happily scratching in the orchard. Although we rarely lose a 
full-grown bird to hawks, we take great care to enclose chicks, 
ducklings, and goslings, as these small birds are particularly 
attractive to hawks and other predators.

Hawks work in the daytime; owls work at night. A band of 
guinea fowl that liked to roost on the utility line running to the 
roof of our house disappeared one by one. We began to notice 
that whenever we heard a sharp thump on the roof during the 
night, in the morning another guinea was gone. One night when 
we were awakened by the thump, we ran out and saw a great 
horned owl land near our back door. The night-time rooftop 
thumps continued until we convinced the remaining guineas 
to roost in the woodshed.

Poultry Predator Identification
The First Step To Deterrence

When you find a bird dead inside an enclosure with its head 
and crop missing, your visitor was a raccoon. Photo by Michael 
Dougherty. 

Cats —both feral and domestic—will eat entire chicks and 
ducklings, but leave the wings and feathers of growing birds. 
If a cat kills a mature duck or chicken, it will eat the meatier 
parts and leave the skin and feathers scattered around. Photo by 
Michael Dougherty. 

predatOr cOntrOl: 

“Each critter has a modus operandi that 
serves as something of a calling card to let 

you know what you’re dealing with.”
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If your missing birds are ducks, and you live near water, a 
mink may be doing the dirty deed. Raccoons, too, will carry 
off a duck or chicken, and may raid the poultry yard as a co-
operative venture and then squabble over their kill. You may 
find the carcass some distance from the coop, the insides eaten 
and feathers scattered around. 

A snake will eat chicks and ducklings without leaving a 
trace. I once found a black snake in our brooder after he had 
gulped down a couple of chicks, then (being too fat to slip back 
out through the wire) curled up under the heat lamp to sleep 
off his fine meal.

Domestic and feral house cats will make chicks and duck-
lings disappear, but leave the wings and feathers of growing 
birds. On rare occasions a cat will kill a mature duck or chicken, 
eating the meatier parts and leaving the skin and feathers, and 
sometimes other parts, scattered around. I learned accidentally 
the best way to train a cat to leave chickens alone when my new 
kitten followed me to the chicken yard. She took an interest 
in some baby chicks, whereupon the mother hen puffed up to 
twice her normal size and chased the kitten away. For the rest 
of her life, that cat laid her ears back and skulked away from 
any chicken that happened by.

Rats will carry off chicks or ducklings and leave older ones 
chewed up. I once sold a dozen ducklings to a fellow who had 
previously raised chickens and was fully aware of their can-
nibalistic tendencies. He called me to report that his ducklings 
were eating each other. I assured him ducklings don’t do that, 
and suggested he had rats, but he insisted and persisted in call-
ing with his cannibalistic duck reports. Then one day the calls 
stopped. Next time I saw him I asked (with a smirk) if the last 
remaining duckling had eaten itself. He sheepishly admitted 
he had a rat problem.

Birds Dead
Chickens or ducks found dead in the yard, but without 

any missing parts, were likely attacked by a dog. Dogs kill 
for sport. When the bird stops moving, the dog loses interest, 
which is why you often find the victim of a canine attack near 
where it was killed. I once found a dozen of my fryers dead 
and lined up neatly on the walkway. I was trying to guess what 
kind of predator could have done such a thing, when my new 
puppy came bounding up with yet another fryer to add to his 
collection.

Like dogs, weasels and their relations (ferrets, fishers, 
martens, mink, and so forth) also kill for sport. If you find 
bloodied bodies surrounded by scattered feathers, you were 
likely visited by one of them.

Night or Day
Most predators work at night—some in the dead 

of night, others at dark or dawn. Exceptions are dogs 
(which kill any time they get the whim), coyotes (which 
occasionally hunt during the day), and foxes (which 
prefer to hunt around dawn or dusk, but will hunt dur-
ing the day if game is scarce or they are feeding kits). 
Among flying predators, owls strike at night, hawks 
swoop down in daylight.

Tracks are not easy to find in a busy poultry yard, unless you go 
looking early after a rain. This track is the rear foot of a raccoon. 
Photos by Gail Damerow. 

This track was left by a large dog; it is distinctive from a bobcat 
track because it is narrower than long and shows claw marks.

If you find dead birds that have been flattened, the only 
thing you know is that some kind of predator frightened them; 
in trying to get away, they piled in a corner or against a wall and 
the ones on the bottom suffocated. This sort of thing happens 
most commonly with turkeys. Similarly, panicked ducks may 
stampede and trample one another.

Parts Missing
A dead bird found inside a fenced enclosure or pen with its 

head missing is likely the victim of a raccoon that reached in, 
grabbed the bird, and pulled its head through the wire. Or a bird 
of prey could have frightened your birds into fluttering against 
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the wire, and those that poked their heads 
through the wire lost their heads.

When you find a bird dead inside an 
enclosure with its head and crop missing, 
your visitor was a raccoon. If the head 
and back of the neck are missing, suspect 
a weasel or mink. If the head and neck are 
missing, and feathers are scattered near 
a fence post, the likely perp is a great 
horned owl.

Just as a raccoon will reach into a pen 
and pull off a chicken’s head, so will it 
also pull off a leg, if that’s what it gets 
hold of first. Dogs, too, may prowl un-
derneath a raised pen, bite at protruding 
feet, and pull off legs.

Above: Mr. T wraps his mouth around his prize and, working his mouth back 
and forth over the egg, takes nearly an hour to get it down his throat.
Below: Unable to climb back out of the manger with his muscles stretched by 
his fine breakfast, Mr. T curls up for a nap.

Sensing the presence of a freshly laid 
warm egg, Mr. T Kingsnake hoists 
his four feet up the wall and into the 
manger at the upper left. Photos by Gail 
Damerow.

Birds Bitten
If you find dead or wounded birds 

that have been bitten, they may have been 
attacked by a dog. If they are young birds 
and the bites are around the hock, suspect 
a rat. If the bites are on the leg or breast, 
the biter is likely an opposum. ‘Possums 
like tender growing birds and will sneak 
up to the roost while fryers are sleeping 
and bite a chunk out of a breast or thigh. 
On the rare occasion a ‘possum kills a 
chicken, it usually eats it on the spot.

Birds bitten around the rear end, and 
have their intestines pulled out, have been 
attacked by a weasel or one of its rela-
tives. A hen that prolapsed may look simi-
lar, as the protruding red tissue attracts 
other chickens to peck, and if they peck 
long enough and hard enough before you 
intervene, they will eventually pull out 
her intestines. Other signs of cannibalism 
are missing toes and wounds around the 
top of the tail of growing chickens. Hens 
with slice wounds along their backs get 
them after being repeatedly mated by a 
sharp-clawed rooster.

Eggs Missing
Lots of predators like eggs, including 

rats, skunks, snakes, opossums, raccoons, 
crows, and jays. Rats, skunks, and snakes 
make off with the entire egg. Rats and 
skunks roll them away. One time I heard a 
ruckus in my goose yard and ran out to see 
a small skunk struggling to roll away a big 
goose egg with its front paws. A skunk that 
has been pilfering eggs will leave its odor 
behind. If you faintly smell skunk, but find 
shell shards in or around the nest, the raider 
is more likely an old boar raccoon.

A snake eats the egg right out of the 
nest. One time when I was collecting 
eggs from our Khaki Campbells I found 
a lumpy black snake curled up in one of 
the nests. Currently we have a four-foot 
Kingsnake living in the hay storage area 
of our barn. We’re happy to have him 
clear out the rodents. We call him The 
Terminator (Mr. T for short) and don’t 
mind that he pilfers the occasional egg 
laid inside the barn; he won’t go into the 
hen house for fear of the guinea fowl that 
share our chickens’ quarters. 

Jays, crows, ’possums, raccoons, and 
occasionally skunks leave tell-tale shells. 
Jays and crows may carry empty shells 
quite a distance from where they found 
the eggs, while a ’possum or ’coon leaves 
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empty shells in or near the nest. Sometimes 
after cleaning out a nest, a bold ’possum 
will curl up in the nest and take a nap.

Controlling Predators
The easiest and best way to protect 

poultry is to confine them indoors, if 
not all the time, at least at night. A deep 
concrete foundation, as our poultry bun-
ker had, discourages digging predators. 
Cover all openings with fine wire mesh, 
and if your yard is small enough cover the 
top of the run as well, to keep out birds 
of prey. To improve ventilation during 
hot summer nights, we covered a stock 
panel with poultry netting and use it as a 
screen door. Year around we have a bright 
security light that deters some predators 
and lets us see better at night.

Keep grass, weeds, and brush mowed 
around the hen house and yard. Many four-
legged creatures don’t like to expose them-
selves to cross an open field. A good close-
mesh fence, especially electrified, will keep 
out most four-legged marauders. Burying 
the bottom of the fence with the lowest 6 
to 12 inches bent outward (away from the 
poultry yard) helps deter diggers. 

For pastured poultry, moving the 
housing every couple of days confuses 
predators, or at least makes them suspi-
cious. Anchor portable housing with 
skirting that’s tight and close to the 
ground; each time you move the shelter, 
double check for dips where weasels can 
weasel in.

If you have a problem with a predator 
that comes back repeatedly, you might 
call your local wildlife or animal control 
agency and see if they’ll send out a trap-
per. Another option is to set a trap your-
self. If you use a live trap with the intent 
of releasing the predator in some far off 
location, be aware that many animals are 
territorial and eventually find their way 
back home. Others come in families, so 
catching one marauder won’t necessarily 
solve your problem. And if your maraud-
ers are a family of ‘possums, think twice 
about exterminating them, or you’ll likely 
end up with a rat problem instead.

A predator-control option favored by 
many rural folks is to stand guard and 
shoot. If the marauder is your neighbor’s 
dog, be sure to check local laws regarding 
your obligation to notify the neighbor 
about your intentions. If the predator is 
a wild animal that’s protected by law, 
you’re back to begging the wildlife agen-
cy for help. In our area, poultry owners 
persistently complain about reintroduced 
bald eagles carrying off their chickens; 
the wildlife people remind us that our 
best defense is to protect our flocks and 
let the wildlife be.

I started raising poultry on a ranchette 
I bought because I was looking for a place 
where I could raise chickens, and that 
suburban acre came with chickens and 
ducks already installed. Our chief poultry 
predators then were dogs, rats, and ever-
tightening zoning laws. Because of the 
latter, I now raise poultry on a farm at the 
end of a rural dirt road. We still contend 
with the occasional dog and, only rarely, 
rats. Instead we see a steady and varied 
parade of wildlife attempting to share our 
birds. Because these wild animals delight 
us as much as attempt to frustrate our 
poultry-keeping efforts, and because it 
is we who are encroaching on their terri-
tory, we do our best to identify the source 
of any predation and take appropriate 
defensive measures to protect our flocks 
while letting the wildlife be.

Gail Damerow is a well-known poul-
try expert and the author of many books 
including these on poultry: Storey’s Guide 
to Raising Chickens, The Chicken Health 
Handbook, Your Chickens: A Kid’s Guide 
to Raising and Showing, Barnyard in 
Your Backyard and Fences for Pasture & 
Garden. These books are available from 
our bookstore on page 20.

Rodents
Rats and mice are a par-

ticularly insidious type of 
predator. They’re everywhere, 
breed like rats, and can’t take 
a hint. They invade any time of 
year, but get worse during fall and 
winter when they move indoors 
seeking food and shelter. Rats eat 
eggs and chicks, and both rats 
and mice eat copious quantities 
of feed and spread disease. To 
add insult to injury, rodents gnaw 
holes in housing, and burrow 
underneath, providing entry for 
other predators.

Whether or not you find evi-
dence, you can safely assume 
you have a rodent problem. Dis-
courage rodents by eliminating 
their hide-outs, including piles 
of unused equipment and other 
scrap. Store feed in containers 
with tight lids and avoid or sweep 
up spills. Aggressive measures 
include getting a cat or a Jack 
Russell Terrier, and—if you’ve 
got rats and you’re experienced 
with a gun—shoot ’em. Don’t 
bother with techie solutions like 
ultrasound black boxes and elec-
tromagnetic radiation—they’re 
as ineffective as they are expen-
sive.

Poisoning is a last resort, as 
you never know if you might 
poison pets, children, or harmless 
wildlife. Besides, bait stations 
work only if the rodents can find 
no other source of feed, which is 
pretty unlikely in your average 
backyard poultry situation. Traps 
of various sorts are invariably 
messy, no matter whether they 
kill or trap live rodents, but are 
an option when all else fails.

Lots of predators like eggs, including 
skunks and opossums. Photos by Michael 
Dougherty. 
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By michael dOugherty

arkanSaS

Our first foray into “chickens” was a disaster. We were 
first interested in Cuckoo Marans, a chicken that many 
recommend as a heritage breed. I still recall ordering 

eggs on eBay and buying my Hovabator at a local farm store. 
When the eggs arrived, four were broken out of the dozen we 
ordered. Still, we hoped for the best and attempted to incubate 
them. None hatched. Research on the Internet revealed that 
poor handling by the USPS could result not only in breakage, 
but fatal damage to unbroken eggs. We were discouraged and 
decided to wait before we would try again. As it turned out, 
we would discover what would become our new home, NW 
Arkansas, and we didn’t want to hatch and move chickens. We 
would wait, and try again.

After the first bad experience with mailed eggs, we were 
understandably cautious about expecting anything. The move 
to Arkansas was to be our next attempt at hatching eggs. During 
the time between our first bad experience with the Marans eggs, 
and our move to Arkansas, we read about critically endangered 
breeds. The first selling point for Javas, in our view, was not that 
they were critically endangered, although that mattered a lot. 
The most compelling reason for our choice was that Javas are 

superior foragers, and they consume 50% less feed than more 
conventional breeds. The fact that they were critically endan-
gered and that we could be a part of re-establishing this valuable 
breed was a plus.   We located Java eggs on eBay and decided to 
give it another shot. These eggs were from the Garfield Museum 
line. We were so anxious to have chickens that we timed the 
arrival of the eggs to our final move to Arkansas.  They were in 
the Hovabator within a week of our arrival.

Anyone new to incubating eggs will attest to the build-up of 
anticipation as the 21 day hatching date arrives. There is the in-
cessant fiddling with humidity and adjustment of the temperature 
levels.   I admit to being so concerned about my early attempts 
at incubation that I would get up at night and check to be sure 
things were in order. Since then, I am more relaxed and have a 
clearer idea of what matters and what does not. As a novice I 
might check the air circulating Hovabator six times a day, but 
now it is only twice, once in the morning and just before we go 
to bed. The thermostat seems to be pretty reliable so temperature 
is usually not an issue. The primary concern for us is regulating 
humidity. I did purchase an inexpensive humidistat and it has 
been very valuable managing the humidity.

I was on edge when we went to bed the 20th day, knowing 
we were at the moment of truth. It was about midnight in our 
new Arkansas home when Moonpie hatched, our first-born 
Java. He was the loudest hatchling we have had to date. He 
was and is a vibrantly alive rooster, and the alpha rooster in 
our flock. The second chick was Sunpie, a white Java. At least 
one university website claims that white Javas are extinct, 

Raising a Critically
Endangered Breed

The Java
Experience

BreedS:

The Doughertys are pleased to have a rare white Java hen in 
their flock. 
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but the truth is that they occur naturally in the bloodline now 
and then. Sunpie is a beautiful bird. Sunpie narrowly escaped 
a dog attack thanks to my wife Mandy who rescued her from 
its mouth.  Moonpie, and our two additional Black Java hens 
formed that first flock of Javas. A short time later, I contacted 
a White Java breeder and obtained and hatched two White Java 
roosters out of a dozen eggs. Poor results, but probably due 
again to damage in shipping. We are now hatching our own 
eggs with about 90% success.

site lists the whites are extinct.
Our experience so far is that Javas have a good temperament 

and live up to their reputation as being gentle. Java roosters 
average over nine pounds and hens over six pounds. They are 
built like tanks with square, stocky bodies with big breasts. 
We have two whites, and the remainder of our flock is black. 
I would estimate that our rooster Moonpie weighs at least 10 
pounds. He protects his position as top dog and any skirmishes 
are brief and to the point. He has not attacked me or my wife. 
He does get excited about a red coffee can now and then and 
will make an aggressive display and maybe peck the can. To 
date, the coffee can has not succeeded in dethroning Moonpie 
as top dog, but the battle is joined now and then.

The Future of Javas
Javas are a critically endangered breed in spite of their 

excellent attributes for small holders. Java numbers have im-
proved, but they remain on the brink of extinction. If you do a 
web search on Java chickens you will find very little informa-
tion. But for the efforts of a few breeders they would be extinct. 
There are a few heroes in the efforts so far. Early efforts at 
restoring the breed were led by the Garfield Museum and a few 
other Java breeders in the mid-1990s when it was on the brink 
of extinction. Most of the major commercial breeders do not 
breed and sell Javas, but with a little diligence interested per-
sons can still locate birds. We encourage small holders to keep 
at least a few Javas to help preserve the breed. As a critically 
endangered breed they are one good disaster or ill-conceived 
federal program from extinction. Small holders are central 

“Javas are a large dual-purpose heritage 
breed. They lay a large light brown egg. 
Our Javas live up to their reputation as 

excellent foragers. ”

Java History
According to poultry historians, the Java breed is either the 

oldest or second oldest American chicken breed, dating back to 
the mid 19th century, possibly as early as 1835 or earlier. From 
those early beginnings, the breed rose in popularity to become 
a dominant commercial breed. In the early 20th century, more 
specialized chickens bred for either eggs or for meat replaced 
dual-purpose heritage chickens like Javas. By mid-century, so 
many poultry farms had converted to these more specialized 
breeds that the Java breed nearly died out. Many of today’s 
most popular breeds were derived at least in part from Javas. 
These include Jersey Giants, Rhode Island Reds, and Plymouth 
Rocks. By around 1990, there were fewer than 200 Javas known 
to exist. Even today, the numbers are low and the bird remains 
critically endangered. Depending on the source, the estimated 
total number of Javas today is either under 2,000 or under 1,000. 
The fate of the breed remains uncertain.

Well Suited for the Homestead
Javas are a large dual-purpose heritage breed. They lay a 

large light brown egg. Our Javas live up to their reputation as 
excellent foragers. Our flock scratches all day in the wooded 
areas around our home. We own a 21-acre farm on top of a 
mountain in Arkansas. It is mostly wooded and the oak leaves 
out back have never been raked. This is a chicken club med; 
they love to dig in eight inches of unspoiled leaves all day long. 
I do feed the Javas scratch, but truthfully I doubt they need it.

Javas are workhorses, and not really show horses. I consider 
them sturdy and attractive birds, and well suited to a small 
holding, but they are not eye candy like my Black Breasted Red 
Phoenix or White Crested Black Polish chickens. By compari-
son, those breeds are toys. They eat more feed, and they lay 
much smaller eggs. We enjoy them, but if I had to make a choice, 
I would always choose the Java as my homestead bird. 

About the Breed
If you like black chickens, the Java is a beautiful bird. They 

have shiny feathers and a beautiful metallic green sheen if the 
light is right. Javas also come in white and mottled varieties. If 
the count of breeders is any indication, the favored varieties are 
black, mottled and white, in that order. At least one university 

The Java is a beautiful bird with shiny black feathers and a 
beautiful metallic green sheen when the light hits it right. Javas 
also come in white (considered very rare) and mottled varieties.
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players in efforts to prevent extinction 
of Javas and other rare breeds.

For our part we hatch Java chicks and 
give them away to friends and neighbors. 
To date we have established four addi-
tional small flocks, roughly 40 more birds 
in total. Our goal is to create a number 
of small flocks nearby with people like 
ourselves who like chickens, want a good 
dual purpose utility bird, and are basi-
cally small holders.   Anyone interested 
in raising Javas could contact us and we 
would consider requests or refer you to 

any breeders we are aware of. We will not 
ship live birds, would sell hatching eggs, 
and would consider gifting small hatches 
in NW Arkansas on case by case basis.

What the future holds for the Java 
breed is unclear. It is a superior bird for 
back-to-the-landers and small holders. 
Low feed costs and its sturdiness makes 
it ideal as a free range bird as well. We 
believe it is a well positioned breed as 
feed costs rise due to ever higher en-
ergy costs. In places like NW Arkansas, 
where there is minimal snow cover in 
the winter, Javas forage year round and 
require very little feed. They also have the 
reputation as a superior table bird. They 
are productive layers. All these factors 
should bode well for the future, but with 
fewer than 2,000 birds remaining, no 
one can predict might happen. Critically 
endangered birds are very vulnerable to 
extinction due to disease outbreaks like 
bird flu and NAIS. Regardless of what 
happens, this is a breed we can highly 
recommend, and those who create small 
Java flocks are contributing to the pres-
ervation of this rare heritage breed. The 
more of us that are raising Javas across 
the country, the better the percentages are 

for their future.
It’s 4:30 in the morning and I am 

awakened by Moonpie’s deep, throaty 
crow. His deep voice echoes in the woods 
behind our home atop Gaither Mountain. 
As I awaken, my mind turns to the early 
chores of our small farm in the first light 
of dawn. I check the coop and turn the 
chickens loose to free range as the sun 
rises. There is a quick head count and the 
reassurance that no chickens were lost to 
predators in the night. Relieved, I toss out 
some scratch, and move on to other tasks. 
Our Javas have survived another day. As 
the day begins with Moonpie’s crow, it 
ends with securing the chickens at night 
in the coop. I worry briefly about their 
vulnerability in the night and return to 
the house. This is the daily rhythm of our 
small farm on Gaither Mountain.

For more information on the Java 
breed, or to locate breeders, contact 
the The American Livestock Breeds 
Conservancy (ALBC): www.albc-usa.
org; editor@albc-usa.org or the So-
ciety for the Preservation of Poultry 
Antiquities (SPPA): www.feathersite.
com/Poultry/SPPA/SPPA.html; christine.
heinrichs@gmail.com.

Makes 4 servings

Originally, the casserole called a 
strata (which means layers) was 

made with flavoring food layered 
between bread slices. However, this 
convenient make-ahead bakes more 
evenly when you cube or tear the bread 
and toss the dry ingredients together. 
For a budget-wise dish, if you have it 
on hand, use stale bread of any kind. 
The egg-milk custard mixture you pour 
over the dry ingredients will soften 
the bread. To please your family, in 
place of the fish, you can use about a 
quarter pound of leftover cooked meat 
or poultry. Choose any favorite veggie 
blend. You can also sprinkle on shred-
ded cheese for the last five minutes of 
baking, if you like. Assemble today and 

bake today or tomorrow or freeze for a 
future meal.

Cooking spray
4 cups cubed day-old Italian bread
2 cups frozen Tuscan- or Capri- or Ital-

ian- style vegetables (about 8 oz.), thawed
1 pouch (3 oz.) salmon or tuna OR 1 can 

(6 oz.) salmon or tuna, drained
4 eggs
1 cup skim or low-fat milk
1/2 teaspoon Italian seasoning

Evenly coat 8x8x2-inch baking pan 
or dish with spray. Add bread cubes, 
vegetables and salmon. With two spoons, 
toss to combine. In medium bowl, beat 
together eggs, milk and seasoning until 
well blended. Pour over bread mixture. 
Cover and refrigerate several hours or 

overnight. OR bake immediately, un-
covered, in preheated 350º F oven until 
golden brown and knife inserted near 
center comes out clean, about 35 to 50 
minutes.

To freeze: Assemble strata. Wrap 
baking dish/pan well with plastic wrap 
and/or aluminum foil. Freeze no more 
than 1 to 3 months. Thaw in refrigera-
tor overnight. Bake as above, allowing 
a bit more time to thoroughly heat cold 
ingredients, if necessary.

Nutrition information per serving 
of 1/4 recipe using Tuscan vegetable 
blend, pink salmon and skim milk: 237 
calories, 7 g total fat, 222 mg choles-
terol, 383 mg sodium, 210 mg potas-
sium, 23 g carbohydrate, 17 g protein 
and 10% or more of the RDI for vitamins 
B12 and C, riboflavin, thiamin, calcium, 
iron, phosphorus

—Reprinted with permission from 
American Egg Board; www.aeb.org. 
The American Egg Board website is 
filled with great egg recipes, and much 
more information on eggs, including egg 
safety, nutrition, an Eggcyclopedia, and 
a section for youth. 

recipeS: 

Javas are built like tanks with square, 
stocky bodies with big breasts. Michael 
says his rooster Moonpie weighs at least 
10 pounds. 

Mediterranean
Strata
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By dave anderSOn

preSident

american pOultry aSSOciatiOn

Newcomers to the exhibition 
poultry hobby have questions 
about how to successfully raise 

and prepare birds for show. There are 
certainly several areas to be discussed 
here including the selection and proper 
care of breeding stock, gathering and in-
cubation of eggs, proper care and feeding 
of chicks and young stock, culling, and 
training and preparation for show. Each 
of these subjects are deserving of a major 
discussion so, in interests of space, I will 
confine my thoughts to the actual care 
and feeding of young stock and training 
them for exhibition.

Selection & Care of Breeding 
Stock

The beginner normally purchases 
chicks from a reputable breeder or pur-
chases breeding stock and hatches the 
chicks themselves via incubator or under 
a hen. In this discussion I will assume 
that either the chicks were purchased or 
hatched by artificial means (incubator). 

I usually remove my chicks from the 

incubator 24-48 hours after they hatch. 
The last thing they do prior to hatching 
is absorb the yolk from the egg into their 
body and this provides them with nour-
ishment for 72 hours. There have been 
many articles written on brooding chicks 
concerning temperature, cleanliness and 
other factors so I will not dwell on them 
but discuss feed and water. 

I feed the young ones a good starter-
grower crumble from day one until they 
reach maturity. I prefer crumbles over 
straight mash because they do not waste 
as much food and there isn’t the dust 
content in the crumbles. Other breeders 
have their own feed formula for young 
ones that include some percentage of 
Gamebird Starter, corn or other additives. 
I think it is important for the individual 
to try different approaches to see what 
works best for them. I have experimented 
throughout the years and found that the 
approach described above works best for 
me and is the least hassle.

Watering is simple – keep fresh water 
in front of them at all times. Be careful 
in the beginning that you use receptacles 
that are small enough to prevent day olds 
from crawling in or submerging their 
entire head. It is easy to lose chicks in 

this manner. As the chicks grow, so do the 
sizes of the waterers. I find that medica-
tion is easiest via the water route since all 
birds have to drink and will receive the 
medication. This applies to both coccid-
iostats and worming medicines. I begin to 
medicate chicks for coccidiosis at about 
six weeks of age or when they are put on 
the ground, whichever comes first. Again, 
there are several articles available on 
diseases and disease prevention so I will 
not address that subject in detail. In my 
opinion, all young birds should be treated 
with a good Coccidiostat to prevent this 
very common disease. The same is true 
for worming since any birds that have 
contact with the ground are susceptible 
to worms.

As your chicks age and mature, study 
them carefully and eliminate any that are 
non-thrifty or show signs of deformities 
or disqualifications. There is no sense 
wasting feed and money on them and it 
gives the others more room to grow and 
prosper. Specifically be on the lookout for 
deformed toes or feet, cross beaks, knock 
knees, stubs, and combs that are foreign to 
the breed. Also, it is a good idea to separate 
the pullets from the cockerels at two to 
four months of age. This helps prevent the 
cockerels from fighting over females or 
picking on them. I have found that placing 
a cock bird in the cockerel pen at an early 
age also helps prevent the cockerels from 
fighting with each other. The cock bird 
will “keep order” and immediately break 
up any fights or disagreements.

During your observation periods, be-
gin looking for the potential “stars” in the 
flock, those birds that appear to have bet-
ter type (body form), color and demeanor 
than the others. Of course, you should 
be studying your particular breeds and 
varieties in the Standard Of Perfection 
so you know what to look for and what 
constitutes a good show bird. Spend time 
feeding and handling the birds so they get 
used to having you around and lose their 
fear of humans. It is also good to feed 
them treats so they look forward to see-
ing you. Many breeders use meat, mealy 
worms, canned corn, or green grass as 
treats since most of these are good for 
the birds and help improve their overall 
health and feather condition.

Speaking of feathers, try not to raise 
your young stock in small pens made 
with chicken wire. They will rub their 

RAISING & TRAINING
EXHIBITION POULTRY

Two well-conditioned white Leghorns at a show – the end product of good care and 
preparation.

aSSOciatiOnS: 
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tails and other feathers on the wire and 
the feathers most likely will be shredded 
rendering the bird useless for exhibition 
until the next molt. 

Once your “stars” have been identi-
fied, begin handling them more than the 
other birds. Place them in individual 
cages for short periods of time and pro-
vide treats for them there. Begin training 
them to pose in the cage as you would 
like them to look when a judge sees them. 
This will vary from breed to breed so be 
sure to read up on your particular breed 
to determine exactly what you should be 
doing. For instance, training a Modern 
Game is completely different than train-
ing a Cochin. 

Preparing Birds for the Show
As the show approaches, intensify 

your training. Many exhibitors play mu-
sic around their birds so they get used 
to noise and strange sounds and are not 
alarmed in the showroom. Finally, some-
time prior to the show, give your birds 
a bath and trim their beak and toenails. 
Again, there have been many articles 
written on bathing showbirds so I will 
not address that subject. Most exhibitors 
try different approaches and settle on the 
one that works best for them. (See “How 
to Bathe That Bird” by Doris Robinson 
in Backyard Poultry’s August/September, 
2006 issue, page 60, for complete instruc-
tions.) However, I will say that the best 
way to get a bird clean is to not allow 
them to get dirty in the first place. It is 
virtually impossible to remove all dirt and 
grime from a specimen that is extremely 
dirty or muddy.

I typically bathe soft feathered birds 
such as Cochins or Silkies the day 

before the show. Hard feathered birds 
such as Old English or Modern Games 
should be washed 5-7 days before the 
show to allow their feathers to regain 
their hardness. Also clean and prepare 
your show boxes for transportation to 
the show. 

Once you arrive at the show, brighten 
your birds by rubbing their combs, 
wattles, earlobes, and legs with some 
substance such as mineral oil, or a pe-
troleum-based product. Be sure that this 
is not overdone and you do not get excess 
amounts of the substance on the feathers. 
This will cause them to look and feel oily 
or sticky and count off on their general 
condition. Place the birds in their cages 
and make sure they have water. In most 
cases, I do not feed my birds their normal 
ration of food prior to judging as it may 
extend their crop which affects their 
overall appearance. However, do provide 
them with a few of their normal treats so 
that they appear active and alert when the 
judge comes along.

The end goal is to raise and prepare 
your birds so that they have the very best 
chance of doing well when on exhibi-
tion. Even though this may seem like a 
lot of work, you will be surprised at the 
amount of pleasure you derive from the 
time spent with your birds and the thrill 
of winning at the shows. 

To learn more about the APA please 
visit their website at www.amerpoultryas-
sn.com or contact the APA secretary, Pat 
Horstman, via telephone at (724) 729-
3459 or e-mail secretaryapa@yahoo.
com.

An exhibitor performs final show 
preparations on his Rhode Island Red 
bantam. Brighten birds by rubbing their 
combs, wattles, earlobes, and legs with 
some substance such as mineral oil or 
petroleum based product.

These light Brahma cockerels dry after 
their bath. Soft feathered birds should be 
bathed a day before the show, and hard-
feathered birds should be washed five-
seven days before the show to allow their 
feathers to regain their hardness.

Buy or Sell 
Buy or sell your birds, 
poultry, livestock, and 
farming equipment.

Browse auctions and place bids 
to buy or list your own animals or 

equipment to sell.
Visit these auctions online at:

www.tandbpoultryauctions.com

Sunny Creek Farms
Specializing in repairs & manuals for:

• Humidaire • Petersime • Jamesway 
• Robbins • Lyons • American • GQF

 • Leahy incubators
• used incubators
   of all above brands  
   listed & others
(selling, trading, buying)

• automatic egg          
     turners 

Sunny Creek Farms
15378 160 St. SW

Red Lake Falls, MN 56750
1-218-253-2291

Free!! 
Brochure 

Also Selling:
• Chicks

• Waterfowl
• Gamebirds 

Custom Rubber Stamps

• Deeply etched red rubber • Red oak mounting
• All stamps handmade

Decorate your egg cartons, great for 
scrapbooking, fun for crafters of all ages!

Order yours today! 
Many animals available • Prices start at $4

www.qwackedupart.com • 702-397-8125

Shirley Thurman
P.O. Box 607 • Overton, NV 89040

 “Dress” your 
Birds!

Whether they 
are chickens, 
ducks, geese 

or turkeys.

Economical & plucks feathers 
in just 30 seconds!!

Visit us online at:

www.schweisswelding.com

PO Box 477 • Fairfax, MN 55332
507-426-7828 • 507-828-0261
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By lOwell Sherman, diStrict 14
american Bantam aSSOciatiOn

Probably one of the biggest, if not 
the biggest, blunders new exhibi-
tors make is not training their birds 

sufficiently to show themselves to the 
best advantage in a show pen. I see hun-
dreds of birds each year and I think I am 
voicing the opinion of judges generally 
when I say that the most exasperating 
experience is trying to assess the points 
of a bird which dashes round the pen 
and hurls itself against the sides and top 
of the cage.

Show specimens must move round 
the pen at the dictate of the judge’s stick 
if they are to give the best account of 
themselves and be ready for handling 
without undue struggling. Not even the 
most amiable judge can remain patient 
for long when he is repeatedly having 
his neck filled with chaff!

It is such a simple matter to put a 
bird into a pen at home for a few days 
before a show is due. Then, by repeated 
handling each day, it will soon become 
tame and used to its surroundings. The 
bird that always appeals to the judge is 
the one that comes to the front of the pen 
and appears to be saying, “Have we met 
before somewhere?”

There is a type of nervous bird which 
never looks well in a show pen, yet out 
of doors, in a run, it looks perfect. This 
bird when so noticed at home should not 
be sent to a show, as it seldom improves. 
Some birds, through nervousness, sulk in 
the show pen and carry their tails too high 
or even swing them to one side.

There is always a temptation to show 
the otherwise perfect bird with a slightly 
crooked toe in the hope that the bedding 
in the show pen may hide the blemish, 
but a discerning judge is hardly likely 
to miss it. This bird is better at home, as 
is one that is “duck-footed” — the back 
toe comes round beside the inside toe 
instead of standing firmly out behind. 
This is a disqualification in Modern and 

Old English Game and a serious defect 
in any bantam.

Minor comb faults in some heavy 
breeds of bantams are sometimes not 
treated too harshly by the judges, but 
in light breeds with single combs, the 
head points are very important. Do not 
exhibit males with badly serrated spikes, 
or beefy headgear having thumb marks 
showing. Combs should be nicely set on 
a good, strong base, with no tendency 
to fall over on either side. Of course a 
well-shaped and proper size rose comb 
is also important. 

Lobes are very important in Rosec-
ombs, Leghorns and Minorcas, so avoid 
showing birds with blushed or blistered 
lobes, or lobes which are badly “dished” 
or puckered. What the judge likes is 
a lobe fitting close to the head, with a 
smooth, flat surface, velvety in texture 
and as free from wrinkles as possible.

Side sprigs on combs are disqualifica-
tion in any breed. Such birds should not 
be in a show room nor a breeding pen. 
They are most often perpetuated in the 
progeny. 

Cow-hocked or knock-kneed birds 
are frowned at in the show room, and 
if this fault is noticed in a bird when at 
large out of doors, it will be even more 
apparent in a show pen. 

Avoid flat, cut-away fronts in breeds 
like Cochins, Wyandottes and Orping-
tons; this fault is sometimes accompanied 
by high tail carriage, and is very notice-
able in a show pen. 

Eye color has become a very impor-
tant feature in most breeds, and although 
only a small number of points appear in 
the Standard of Perfection for eye color 
in most breeds, how often does a faulty 
eye damage a bird’s chances of claiming 
an award?

A faulty eye can be so quickly and 
easily noted by a judge from the front of 
the pen. He is much more likely to miss 
faults in flights and undercolor which he 
cannot check without handling. So if the 
Standard calls for, say, a red eye, see that 

you remember this point and make sure 
that your exhibit has not an odd eye or 
misshapen pupil.

In these days when every minor point 
counts a lot in a class of hot competition, 
it is well to remember that refinement 
in quality feather and bone is worthy of 
study. Thick, heavy feathering goes often 
with coarseness of head and bone. A dull 
unexpressive eye will not get you very far 
under many judges; what they want to 
see is an alert, active bird which handles, 
looks and balances well in the hand.

Watch for a high or rounded back 
when handling your bird, as a judge 
will quickly notice this and penalize 
the bird.

Owing to the early season in which 
some shows are held, it is a hard propo-
sition to get youngsters forward enough 
and also to get old birds in good feather. 
Therefore, it is necessary to help nature 
as much as possible.

One of the great drawbacks to guard 
against in the preparation of young stock 
is a false molt, and this is often brought 
about by the showing of birds at exhibi-
tions previous to the big one. This is 
mostly a result of the sweating and close 
confinement in the traveling boxes at a 
hot and sultry period, so it will be well 
to refrain from previously showing any 
bantams that are required for the National 
Classic.

Attacks from warts due to mosquitoes 
will invariably make bantams break into 
molt owing to the fever that accompa-
nies the attack. The rise and fall of the 
bird’s temperature quickly promotes a 
rapid drop of feathers, and owing to the 
temporarily weakened constitution of 
the bantam, the new feathers are slow 
to grow, and some often get stuck in the 
molt and absolutely refuse to shed the 
sheath of their new feathers.

It is in such cases that nature requires 
a little help in the form of food and atten-
tion. It will pay to have a few mosquito-
proof pens made to enable birds to be 
kept free from attacks; or a draping of 

Hints For The Beginner
Bantam Exhibitor
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mosquito netting could be hung over the 
pens, or the shed or coop be sprayed out 
with a good insect spray.

To help the bantams gain their plum-
age quickly, boiled linseed added to the 
soft food can be a great help. In very 
obstinate cases, it could be given in bread 
and milk. This feeding of linseed is good 
for promoting growth of feathers, and for 
sustaining birds during what is to them a 
very trying and critical period.

Another method of great help to a 
bantam partially through the molt is to 
give it a good wash in lukewarm water, 
allowing the fowl to soak in the water 
some considerable time in order to allow 
the dry quills to soften. This enables them 
to web out more easily and much quicker 
than if left to their own resources. Even 
when the fowl has been well trained be-
forehand, the wash will tend to quiet him 
a good deal more, and there is no more 
effective way of quieting a wild unruly 
specimen than to give him a good dipping 
in the wash tub.

It is often noticeable that bantams 

penned up for any length of time for 
show preparation become rather pale 
looking about the head, as if there was 
a lack of red blood corpuscles. This fault 
can be easily remedied by giving a small 
capsule of cod liver oil and feeding a 
bit of ground beef to which chopped 
onions have been added. This with a 
bathing of the face, comb and wattles 
with witch hazel will give a bright and 
full of life color.

There is also another matter that 
needs careful watching at this time of 
year: the likelihood of red mite appearing 
in wooden pen benches. Under ordinary 
conditions, these can be eliminated by 
painting with creosote or oil sprays.

For white or light colored bantams 
being prepared for exhibition, the use of 
oil sprays should not be used. The best 
spray to use under these circumstances 
is a good disinfectant. Remove the 
bantam and all feeders/waterers while 
doing the spraying. Let the spray mist 
dry thoroughly before returning the 
bantams. Should the disinfectant get into 

the water or on the food it will be fatal 
to the bantams.

Another aspect in the preparing of 
bantams, and one often neglected by the 
old hand as well as the beginner, is the 
preparation of legs, or at least the shank 
and feet. How often do we see bantams 
in beautiful feather condition and health 
exhibited with coarse, scaly legs or thick 
with dirt under the scales? It is no use 
waiting until the day before to take this 
matter in hand. Now is the time to start. 
Very often scaly legs are caused by a 
dry, scaly scurf forming on the shanks 
and toes of the bantams in a very dry 
season. This is due to a deficiency of oil 
in the oily sections. This causes the skin 
to dry up and become split into divisions, 
resembling scales. It is well to wash or 
scrub the leg and feet thoroughly with a 
nailbrush and hot water to which has been 
added sufficient washing soda, and then 
apply a good dressing of vegetable oils.

Vegetable oils are preferable to min-
eral oils because the latter are too drying 
and in many cases very severe. The fol-

Chantecler Advocates 
Seek Buff Variety

Recognition
By chriStine heinrichS, puBlicity 

directOr, SOciety FOr preServatiOn OF 
pOultry antiquitieS

Chanteclers are gaining popularity. 
And with it, their partisans are 

seeking APA recognition of an addi-
tional color variety.

 The breed was developed in the 
early 20th century by a Canadian 
monk, as a Canadian national chicken. 
The breed is known for its hardiness in 
cold weather and ability to lay through 
the winter months. They are easy-go-
ing and smart. At 8.5 lbs. for a cock 
and 6.5 lbs. for a hen, they are large 
birds suitable for the table.

“My buffs are of good size and 
coloring, feather out rapidly, and are 
ideally suited for cold weather,” said 
Mike Gilbert of Holmen, Wisconsin, 
a member of the Society for Preser-
vation of Poultry Antiquities. “They 

are also good layers of medium to large 
brown eggs.”   

Mr. Gilbert has a Buff rooster that has 
been praised at every show where it has 
been exhibited. However, because the 
color variety is not recognized, the bird 
can not be judged outside its breed cat-
egory. This remarkable bird has inspired 
Mr. Gilbert to seek APA recognition for 
the Buff color.

“My daughter named him “Doofus” 
because he is so mild-mannered, and 
we’re seeing this same docile tempera-
ment in most of his offspring,” said Mr. 
Gilbert. “We can easily pick him up 
anywhere.”

The original White variety was recog-
nized in 1921, followed by the Partridge 
variety in 1935.   

APA recognition requires that birds 
of the variety seeking recognition be 
shown at least twice each year for two 
years, not fewer than two each pullets, 
cockerels, hens and cocks. Judges then 
submit their opinions on the variety and 
a qualifying meet is held. At least 50 
birds, from no fewer than five owners 
who have raised the birds for at least 
five years, must be shown. The judges 

make their determination on, among 
other qualities, the similarity of the 
birds to each other, establishing the 
color variety.

 Mr. Gilbert is eager to organize 
Chantecler fanciers to meet the APA 
requirements and include Buff Chan-
teclers in the Standard. The Chantecler 
Club of North America existed at one 
time, but attempts to reach its organiz-
ers have gone unanswered.

Chantecler lovers, unite! Contact 
Mr. Gilbert through his Web site, www.
redstagacres.com , or e-mail him di-
rectly at: info@redstagacres.com . Join 
SPPA by sending $15 to Dr. Charles 
Everett, Tulip Grove, 1057 Nick Watts 
Rd., Lugoff, SC 29078 or by credit card 
through http://poultrybookstore.com.

“This line of Buff Chanteclers 
shows well, and they have all the attri-
butes of a quality dual purpose produc-
tion fowl,” said Mr. Gilbert. “We will 
need an active Breed Club promoting 
all three varieties (white, partridge, 
buff) to have any hope of gaining A.P.A. 
standard recognition for the buffs. We 
invite dedicated fanciers to step forward 
to help with this project.”

Sppa newS:
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By dr. charleS r. h. everett

Secretary/treaSurer, Sppa

For more than 40 years the Society 
for the Preservation of Poultry 
Antiquities (SPPA) has been the 

leading organization within the United 
States helping to insure the survival of 
many of our older breeds of poultry. Ac-
cording to a new report by the World’s 
Animal Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture one breed of domestic farm 
animal has become extinct each week for 
the past seven years. The report included 
poultry. The industrialization of agricul-
ture coupled with the loss of many hatch-
eries has compounded the loss of genetic 
diversity within modern agriculture.

The SPPA is specifically looking 
for poultry breeders to join our ranks. 
Currently, our nation-wide membership 
stands at 700 individual members. To 
have a major impact on the survival of 
any one breed it takes several dedicated 
breeders located within different regions 
of our country and Canada. Anymore, 
it is near to impossible to receive stock 
from foreign countries. Thus, our current 
stock represents the genetic base with 
which we have to work.

The SPPA publishes a Breeders Di-
rectory every two years to facilitate the 
dissemination of stock to potentially new 
breeders. Within the Directory you will 
find stock that is not available from any 
hatchery. Many of the breeds represented 
would be near to impossible for the aver-
age person to locate without this valuable 
resource. Listing stock in the Breeders 
Directory is free to all members.

Through the efforts of the SPPA 
members the ancient bantam breed 
known as the Nankin was literally res-
cued from the brink of extinction. Five 
years ago only a handful of people within 
the United States maintained this breed. 
At that time, Craig Russell wrote an 
article on the Nankin for the SPPA Bul-

lowing mixture is most effective: Olive 
oil, 1 oz., castor oil, 1 oz., flowers of 
sulphur, 1 oz., eucalyptus oil or tea tree 
oil, 1 dram; all ingredients to be thor-
oughly mixed together into an ointment 
which can be applied with a toothbrush 
or rubbed in thoroughly with the fingers. 
In bad cases it is advisable to apply the 
mixture twice daily.

Sometimes parasites are the cause of 
scaly leg. This seems to be the case with 
feathered legged bantams. If caused by 
parasites, the same dressing can be ap-
plied, however a cheaper mixture will 
work just as well. A mixture of lard or 
unsalted fat with sulphur and kerosene 
produces good results. Carbolated vase-
line does a good job. Some people use 
creosote or wood preserving oils, how-
ever, these are far too severe and may 
burn most covering of the shank. They 
also get under the scale and around them 
and this looks anything but attractive. 
Often these wood preservatives contain 
arsenic which irritate the tender spots and 
makes the bantam peck at it for relief, 
with the result that the bantam gets a dose 
of slow poison and pines away and dies, 
very often leaving the owner wondering 
what could have happened.

After bantams have been successfully 
treated for scaly leg, it is well to keep the 
legs and feet dressed lightly with either 
olive oil or castor oil just to keep them in 
order. If this is done, they are much easier 
cleaned and washed when the final show 
preparation takes place.

Special care should be given the 
feathered legged bantams during the molt 
and up to the time of exhibition. Great 
care must be exercised to keep the toe 
feathering from being broken. The runs 
should be covered with fine sand and the 
floor of the house with sand or a fine cut 
shaving. It is most important that the door 
to the outside should be wide enough to 
permit entrance or exit without the toe 
feathering brushing against the sides 
too much.

Taken in part from the Bantam 
Culture Course Lesson on Hints for the 
Beginner Bantam Exhibitor and Culture 
Course- Part 1, Info Bank # 682: Lesson 
on Show Preparation for Best Results.

For more information about the 
American Bantam Association, visit www.
bantamclub.com;  P.O. Box 127 Augusta, 
NJ 07822; (973) 383-8633.

letin (published quarterly). This article 
sparked interest among several others 
to try to save this breed. Last year, the 
Nankin Club of America was started by 
several SPPA members. This new club 
has over 40 members: most of whom 
received their initial stock from current 
SPPA members. (For information on the 
Nankin Club of America, visit the web-
site: www.nankinbantams.com or write 
to Mary Ann Harley, Secretary/Treasurer, 
195 Macedonia Rd., N. Augusta, SC 
29860.)

The Nankin is a prime example of the 
success the SPPA is experiencing in their 
efforts to rescue rare breeds of poultry. 
There are so many other breeds of poultry 
that are in desperate need of breeders. 
These breeds include the Asil, Catalana, 
Chantecler, Cubalaya, Dorking, Java, 
LaFleche, Malay, Red Cap, and Orloff, 
just to name a few. 

Membership in the SPPA is only $15 
a year. Join now by mailing dues to Dr. 
Charles Everett, 1057 Nick Watts Rd., 
Lugoff, SC 29078.

SPPA Continues Efforts To 
Rescue Rare Poultry Breeds

The Nankin is a prime example of the 
success the SPPA is experiencing in her 
efforts to rescue rare breeds of poultry. 
Photo courtesy of Don Cable, SPPA 
member. Don says, “This is a single comb 
Nankin cockerel from the pen of Monte 
Bowen, Plevna, Kansas. The chestnut 
lacing in sickles is a good thing and should 
be around the entire feather.” 

Sppa newS:
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Showing Guinea Fowl

By Jeannette FerguSOn

When it comes to poultry shows, guinea fowl may 
be one of the easiest entries with the least amount 
of competition. This is mostly due to the fact that 

far fewer people own guineas than chickens but perhaps also 
because many are not aware of the Standard of Perfection or do 
not even think to enter guinea fowl if others in their local shows 
have not already done so. In some areas, even though guineas 
have been included in the Standard of Perfection, some shows 
do not have entries open for guinea fowl because a qualified 
judge may not be available. 

 

Beware!
Be certain that cages your birds are placed in at the show 

are securely fastened to the tables and that the labels on your 
birds/cages are securely marked. Be certain that your birds have 
a constant supply of fresh water and food in containers that are 
securely fastened to their cage. 

Do not be afraid to be the person to ask that at least some 
lights in the poultry building that houses guineas are left on all 
night. At one show, when the lights were flipped on the next 
morning after the birds were in total darkness all night long, 
the guineas were frightened, jumped up, cages were not secure 
and fell over releasing dozens of guinea fowl inside a very large 
building. Hours later, after much struggle and confusion, the 
birds were caught and hopefully returned to the correct cages. 
With several hundred birds at this particular show and several 
dozen cages opened, it was quite difficult (if not impossible) 
to claim one pearl guinea out of dozens.

Biosecurity
Do not share your equipment with other bird owners to keep 

possible illness/disease from spreading. Be aware of problems 
you can haul back home with you on your clothing, shoes, cages 
and equipment, car/truck tires. When returning from a poultry 
show, keep birds you bring home separated from the rest of 
your flock for at least two weeks.

Guinea hen. Photo by GFBA photographer Angela Keeney.

Guinea cock. Photo by GFBA photographer Angela Keeney.

By Olivia FerguSOn  
aka liv (gFBa 4h guinea FOwl

meSSage BOard) 

Starting out, I had no idea what to expect. Guinea fowl in 
4-H sounded like a lot of hard work. I had never shown 
guinea fowl before, but was convinced that I could do it. 

At the very beginning, I joined a poultry group called County 
Outlaws. No one in the group really knew anything about 
guineas, including the leader. We did learn that guinea fowl 
had to be entered in the class “Fancy Poultry” and that I was 
able to enter a guinea cock and a guinea hen each over a year 
old, and a guinea cockerel and a guinea pullet each under 
a year old. I was pretty much on my own to raise and learn 
about my project. Everyone in the group had to do a presenta-
tion about their project. After we were done presenting, the 
rest of the group got a chance to ask questions. There were 
so many questions for me to answer. I felt like a teacher. 

A 4-H Journey 

As part of her 
4-H project, 
“liv” had to 

prepare a 
presentation. 

liv won a blue 
ribbon with 
this display. 
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Guinea cock. Photo by GFBA photographer Angela Keeney.

After I had been attending monthly meetings, I was informed 
that I had to do a judge’s interview. A judge’s interview is where 
I have to sit down with a judge and they ask me things about 
my project, and I get a ribbon based on how well I presented 
the information. I was a little nervous, but I knew what I was 
talking about, and I did pretty well. I got a blue ribbon.

After the judge’s interview was over, time flew. The fair 
came up faster than I was expecting. The day of check-ins for 
the animals had finally arrived. My dad and I went out to the 
hen house and caught my birds. We put them in dog kennels 
in the back of the van. It was really hectic once we got to the 
fair. Everyone was running around trying to make sure that 
everything was going as planned. 

Since guineas get frightened really easily, I got to keep them 
in a stall with a light, so they wouldn’t be out in the crowd. 
When I got in the stall, the other girl showing guineas had 
already got hers situated. I put my birds in their cages (each 
had their own cage), fed and watered them, and swept out the 
stall at least twice daily during fair week while the birds were 
on exhibit for the fair visitors. 

I started getting really nervous because I wasn’t exactly sure 
how to show the guineas. I previously watched people show 
chickens and turkeys and how they had to remove other poultry 
from their cages. They had to stand the chicken on a table to be 
judged and walk the turkeys around a ring with a cane.

Fancy poultry was the last category to be judged. I was out 
running around playing games and riding rides when my birds 
got judged. I didn’t have to do anything special. The judge 

came into the stall with a clipboard and judged all eight of the 
guineas that were entered in the fair. When I came back to the 
poultry barn and into the stall, I saw four blue ribbons. Then, 
someone came up to me and told me that my hen won grand 
champion and my pullet won reserve grand champion against 
all of the other first place winners in fancy poultry breeds. These 
include, fancy chicken breeds, ducks, geese, turkeys, peafowl, 
and many others. I got two trophies.

Grand champion and reserve grand champion winners at 
county fair level qualifies a person to go to state to compete 
against each county’s fancy poultry grand champion winner 
and also each county’s reserve grand champion fancy poultry 
winner. Unfortunately, I was unable to go because the State 
Fair was held during the same exact week as my high school 
band camp that I am required to attend. 

This experience was well worth the effort that I put into it. 
I learned so much from it, and it really wasn’t all that hard. I 
would highly encourage others to choose guinea fowl as a 4H 
project. It was well worth my time. 

If your children or grandchildren have questions about 
guinea fowl, “liv” is willing to help them on the Guinea Fowl 
Message Board at www.guineafowl.com/4H.

G F B A w i l l  e n c o u r a g e ,  s u p p o r t ,  a n d  e d -
ucate people as to the benefits in raising guinea fowl  
and provide information and support to those who own or plan 
to own them. 

Jeannette Ferguson was a member of the Guinea Fowl 
Standards Committee, is author of the book Gardening with 
Guineas and President of the Guinea Fowl Breeders Asso-
ciation (GFBA), and moderates the message board at www.
guineafowl.com/board.  For details about training and raising 
guinea fowl from egg through adult, you can get your copy 
of the book Gardening with Guineas: A Step by Step Guide 
to Raising Guinea Fowl on a Small Scale from the Backyard 
Poultry Bookstore on page 20.  For details about the Guinea 
Fowl Breeders Association, please visit the GFBA website at 
www.gfba.org. 

Since guineas are not common at poultry shows, “liv” provides 
detailed information at the 4-H fairs she attends. 

liv’s guinea 
hen won grand 
champion and 
her pullet won 
reserve grand 

champion  at the 
first 4-H show 

she entered. 
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dOriS rOBinSOn

natiOnal directOr/cOOrdinatOr

apa-aBa yOuth prOgram

Evidently there are several people 
out in poultry land that have no-
ticed the way some folks handle, 

carry and hold poultry, whether they be 
chickens, ducks, geese or turkeys. I’ve 
been asked to give some hints on how 
to properly hold a bird while keeping 
the bird comfortable and making them 
feel secure while being held. They say a 
picture is worth a thousand words so I’ve 
included some photographs to help you 
along in your quest to handle, hold and 
carry your birds. 

Like any living creature these animals 
need to feel secure when being held, just 
like a baby of the human species needs to 
feel secure when being held by a parent, 
relative or babysitter. Most species of 
poultry will let you know if they are scared 
or uncomfortable. They might squawk, 
flap their wings, and struggle or if they 
aren’t lucky enough to be able to take a 
nice deep breath, they probably will lay in 
your hands unmoving as long as they can. 
You just need to learn the signals.

Some folks even ask why would you 
want to pick up a bird in the first place. 
Hopefully anyone that owns birds will 

pick them up to examine them for lice and 
mites on a routine basis and to check for 
illness. For people who show poultry, you 
handle birds to cage train them and youth 
exhibitors participating in the showman-
ship classes must train their birds to pose 
for the judge. This requires quite a bit of 
handling and carrying. 

When it comes to training or working 
with your favorite breed of bird you must 
remember that many breeds are what we 
might call hyperactive and is an inher-
ited trait of this particular breed. Even 
so, these birds once in your hands can 
be taught it’s okay to be handled and to 
feel secure when being held. They might 
run away and you might have to corner 
them but once in your hands they settle 
right down. 

There are also breeds that are known 
for their docile attitudes and gentleness 
that will let you walk right up to them and 
pick them up, especially once they get 
used to being handled. Like any animal 
the time you decide to spend with them 
will make the difference in their relation-
ship and attitude towards you. 

Needless to say, practice makes per-
fect and the more you handle your birds 
the more secure they feel. The more 
exposure to people the less stressed they 
are when in contact with them. 

Proper Handling
(And how not to handle them) 
I’ve attended lots of fairs, other types 

of shows and visited several farms and it 
drives me crazy to see people who walk 
around carrying more than one bird by the 
legs, upside down or without consider-
ation to the animals. No wonder the birds 
squawk and run from these folks when 
they see a human coming towards them.

 
Waterfowl: Waterfowl can come in 

weights from 18 ounces to 26 pounds. 
This is one of those breeds that seem to 
have an adversity to being caught, picked 
up and held, especially if they are young 
adult or older adult birds. It’s the nature 

of these animals from the beginning of 
time to flee from a potential threat and 
this has never been completely erased 
from their genetic makeup. With the right 
exposure to us, human owners of such 
majestic animals, waterfowl will learn 
to know we aren’t going to harm them 
or throw them in the stew pot. 

Waterfowl of all types are fairly intel-
ligent and can be trained with patience 
and fortitude. If your waterfowl is free 
ranging and you want to train them to be 
friendly you need to spend time working 
with them for a few minutes every day. 

It does make a big difference if you 
have raised your waterfowl from newly 
hatched or if you have purchased teenage 
or older birds. The sooner you start han-
dling them the easier it is to have gentle, 
unafraid adults. It doesn’t matter if you 
raise ducks or geese, they basically all 
react the same but handling larger fowl 
is always more difficult. Handling geese 
is not recommended for very young ex-
hibtors or owners because of their size 
and weight. 

Some of the things that always sur-
prise people are how much a goose can 
hurt you with his powerful wings. Since 
I’ve had that experience along with a few 
black and blue marks, I have learned to 
keep my face at the safest distance I can 
from their wings and to confine them in 
a small pen while getting them used to 
being picked up. 

They also can pinch pretty hard with 
their beak and if you plan on collecting 
eggs from under a setting goose you 

Handling, Holding
& Carrying Your Poultry

After several days of setting treats right at 
your feet, your new poultry will get used 
to your presence. Soon they will be eating 
out of your hands.

Once you have handled and trained your 
chickens they will know they are safe and 
will stand for you just like this chicken is 
standing for Frances. 

yOuth: 
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should be ready. They don’t just grab hold 
of your skin, they add insult to injury by 
giving it a nice twist. 

 First you need a pen or fenced-in area 
that they always enter to be fed. If you 
are starting out with babies or new stock 
they should be kept in this penned area 
for several weeks with plenty of fresh 
water and perhaps even a swimming pool 
so they can bathe. Each day you should 
walk around in the pen, basically ignoring 
the older birds that are new stock for the 
first few days until they learn you aren’t 
there to harm them. Then you can start 
feeding them special treats by tossing it 
on the ground around your feet and stay-
ing very still so they will come up and get 
the food. They’ll probably run away at 
first but each day they’ll be more secure 
and get braver and braver. In a few days 
they will be eating out of your hand. This 
works with all poultry.

 The next step is to have a smaller area 
within this pen that you can drive them 
into, either one at a time or maybe two 
or three at a time. Notice I say drive, not 
“chase or run” them in. It’s a matter of 
patience and walking behind them and 
steering them into the pen. If you chase 
them, believe me, they will run and you 
will wear out, panting for breath long 
before they give up. 

When you get the bird confined in this 
small area, try to slowly corner one, and 
lean down to pick it up. With larger wa-
terfowl you will have to reach your hands 

around his body confining his wings (the 
wings can hurt when they strike you hard 
enough). Pick him up, tuck him against 
your stomach. Put one hand under his 
stomach to confine his legs and let his 
stomach rest on your forearm. The second 
hand will have to be used to hold his wing 
that is not confined next to your body. 
Hold him securely. Don’t squeeze him 
to death. Remember he has to breathe so 
don’t squeeze the chest and lung area too 
hard, just hold firmly. 

Once you feel comfortable, you can 
walk around with him for a while. Each 
time you do this he’ll feel less insecure 
and will struggle less. 

When you are ready to turn him loose 
from your arms, squat down, put his feet 
on the ground and gently let him go. 
Move slowly and be gentle. More than 
likely over a period of time, he will be 
resigned to what is going to happen and 
will go into his holding pen gracefully 
and wait to be picked up. Remember, all 
of this takes time and on occasion you 
will find one or two that will fight this 
procedure constantly. Just be patient and 
gentle no matter how frustrating it gets.

If you are starting out with babies, 
you will find they won’t be very wary 
of human handling and are much easier 
to confine, pick up and carry, especially 
if they are separated from their mother. 
This may not be necessary if you have 
already trained the mother and she isn’t 
afraid of you. The babies will adapt much 
quicker than a teenage bird or an adult. 
The more you pick these babies up, the 
quicker they will learn this is just a part of 
being owned by a human. They become 
very attached to their handler and might 
even think you are the parent. 

When you raise waterfowl for exhibi-
tion it is especially important to handle 
them properly to prevent feather breaking 
and other injuries. If feathers are broken 
or other injuries are evident this bird will 
not place well at the show.

If you raise waterfowl for pleasure in 
your backyard or as a business, learning  
to handle them is important in case there 
is an injury you need to treat, so you don’t 
break feathers which can be stressful 
on the bird, especially in the wings and 
handling helps to recognize when one of 
the birds is ill. 

Spending a little time each day with 
them will make it much easier on you 

Notice how gently this duck is being held. 
His feet are secured and he seems to be 
very comfortable and content. 

This duck is being held gently but since 
his feet aren’t secured, he is a little 
uncomfortable and looking for a foothold. 
His claw is clinging to the t- shirt, trying 
to find a secure perch for his feet.

Although these ducks are used to being 
handled there is still some insecurity. They 
don’t look very comfortable and it is not 
the proper way to hold your waterfowl.

When you work with your waterfowl on a 
regular basis by spending lots of time with 
them they become your “pal” and don’t 
mind in the least playing dress up with 
you. This duck is very comfortable and 
secure and is even enjoying the attention 
from his owner. 

when the time comes to catch them. Even 
if it’s to sell your stock, you can impress 
a potential customer with how docile and 
well-trained your flock seems to be. 

It would be a nice gesture if you took 
the time to show a new waterfowl owner 
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how to handle his new purchase gently. 
Both the new owner and birds will benefit 
from your efforts. 

Chickens: Learning to handle chick-
ens can be done several different ways. 

People experienced in raising poultry all 
have their own special techniques and 
you will also develop your own but I’ll 
pass along a few thoughts here. 

Depending whether or not the birds 
you are raising are from a free-range type 
backyard flock or if you are raising birds 
to show depends on how much care needs 
to be used when you handle your birds. 

When a person is raising birds to 
exhibit and show before a judge, they 
will handle and house their birds in 
several different ways, depending on 
size and the breed of chicken. They will 
take great care in handling so they don’t 
break feathers or cause other injuries or 
undo stress. 

When a person is raising chickens as 
backyard pets or for eggs or meat they 
will undoubtedly house and handle their 
birds in a somewhat different manner. 
Still, no matter why you own birds they 
all deserve gentleness and consideration 
as a living creature. All of us need to be 
sure we don’t harm them while picking 
them up and handling them. All birds 
need and should be handled for it is the 

Geese can be pretty daunting, protective 
of their space and aggressive. It pays 
know the where-abouts of little children 
when working with geese. This is Doris’ 
grandson, Jamie Bridenbaker, who was 
looking for Nana, and his grandfather 
had a camera to take pictures of him 
doing chores. 

only way to treat them for parasites, 
check for injuries or check their health 
to catch any diseases. A parasite-free and 
disease-free chicken is a healthy, happy, 
producing chicken. 

Consider the size and weight of the 
birds you raise. Chickens can range in 
weight from a few ounces to several 
hefty pounds. Needless to say it would 
be very hard for a young child to catch, 
pick up and hold a 10 to 12 pound 
chicken. If you have children looking to 
raise and perhaps even show them, this 
should be taken into consideration when 
choosing your breed. A small child will 
be much happier handling a bantam size 
chicken (there are at least 57 breeds of 
bantam chickens with over 400 different 
varieties (colors). A teen or older child 
might be able to handle larger—10 to 12 
pound—chickens comfortably. 

If you have decided to raise some 
chickens and you have not handled them 
as baby chicks, it will take longer to train 
them to be comfortable being handled. 
If you are starting with older birds you 
should keep them in an appropriately 
sized confined area for a few weeks. Each 
day you should enter this area for a few 
minutes so they get used to your being 
“under foot” so to speak, and not just to 
feed and water. 

If you take a treat such as pieces 
of bread, fresh fruits or vegetables, sit 
down on a crate and toss these out. The 
birds will eventually recognize you as a 
good food source and not a threat. In the 
meantime, they are learning this space 
is their home and safe place. When the 
time comes to turn them out in the yard 
or exercise pen to scratch and graze 
they will go back in their safe place to 
eat, drink and sleep, and usually to lay 
their eggs. 

You need to work on handling them 
before you get to this turn out time. When 
one starts coming up to you and perhaps 
eating out of your hand you should slowly 
start reaching out and pick one up. Hold 
the chicken gently for a few minutes, 
walk around with it, put it back down and 
hand it a treat. This should be a time of 
day for you to get away from your daily 
routine, relax and have fun. It’s a great 
stress reliever. Ten to 15 minutes is all 
you need but I bet more time than that 
will be gone before you know it.

Now that you can see what the end re-

These are definitely not the way we should  carry 
our birds or remove them from a cage. If birds 
have recently eaten or had a drink of water 
they will regurgitate and might even choke to 
death if you carry them upside down by their 
legs. A heavy large fowl has been known to die 
of a heart attack from the stress of being held 
this way. 

Birds will break feathers and even the wings if 
handled inappropriately when you take them 
from a cage. They may even break toes as they 
try to grip onto something to keep from being 
hauled out. 

Don’t Hold Birds Like This
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This bird is being held upside down to 
show the proper placement of your hand 
on the bottom of the bird. Slide your hand 
under the bird with your hand open. The 
little finger and the thumb are placed on 
the outside of the chicken’s legs, the index 
and ring fingers are on the inside of the 
legs to secure them gently. 

The middle finger and palm of your hand 
holds the breast with the breastbone 
resting in the crease of the palm of your 
hand. Your other hand rests on his 
back but not applying any pressure. It 
just gently rests there for balance and 
support.

Reach in the cage, turn the bird around so 
he faces you and the door, use your hands 
in the same position as recommended 
above and always bring him out of the 
cage head first.

sults are, let’s talk about getting there and 
how to pick up and handle your birds. 

There are ways to pick up your birds 
that keep them from being harmed and is 
comfortable for them. 

 The photos to the left show how to 
place your hand under the bird for sup-
port and comfort. These photographs are 
of a bantam that was caged specifically 
for the photographs but this is also how 
we pick them up when they are on the 
ground. If you keep your birds caged 
individually, you would reach in the 
cage, turn the bird around so he faces 
you and the door, use your hands in the 
same position as recommended above 
and always bring him out of the cage 
head first. You would put him back 
into the cage face first. A good rule of 
thumb is to remember when you walk 
in a doorway you always go in face 
first—you don’t back in—and neither 
should your bird.

Large fowl: There is a slight differ-
ence when you are picking up large fowl. 
If the bird is a good sized large fowl 
you might have to position your hand 
differently on its back with the fingers 
spread wider to support the wings or you 
might even have to wrap your arm gently 
around the bird for a secure pick up posi-
tion. You still position the hand under the 
bird’s body the same as you would when 
picking up a small chicken.

The rewards: Here are examples 
of what happens when you spend time 
with our feathered friends. They really 
do become friendly and look forward to 
being with us. When birds are exposed to 
children, get used to being handled and  
are familiar with other backyard animals, 
poultry will be fun and rewarding. Your 
handling skills and safe-keeping gives 
them a secure, happy home.

Special thanks to APA/ABA Youth 
Program members, Sherry Max, Frances 
Garrett, Lacy Allen, and their parents, 
for the great photographs for this ar-
ticle. 

For more information, about the 
APA-ABA Youth Program, visit their 
website at: www.apa-abayouthpro-
gramsite.org/ or contact: Doris Rob-
inson, National Director/Coordina-
tor APA-ABA Youth Program, 810 
Sweetwater Rd., Philadelphia, TN 
37846. Phone: 865-717-6270; e-mail: 
nanamamabrahma@att.net.

When working with large fowl, position 
your hand under the chicken to support 
its body while your other hand rests on his 
back for support.
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Hello! Gertrude McCluck, Chicken In Charge, here. I am very egg-cited to 
join the flock at Backyard Poultry. They’ve provided a cozy nest box so I can 
report the goings on at Gerny Acres. Where there is a mystery to be solved, I 
will be there with my trusty spy glass.

I’ve cracked open the vault on my top-secret C.I.C. files. Sharpen your detec-
tive skills and maybe one day you, too, can be the C.I.C. of your coop!

Keep your comb clean,
Gertrude

Word Search

Bantam Classes

Find these words:
AOCCL
BANTAM
CHICKEN
DUCK
FEATHER LEG
MODERN GAME
O L D  E N G L I S H 
GAME
RCCL
SCCL

Did You Know:
• Chickens with white earlobes lay 
white eggs and those with red earlobes 
lay brown eggs (except for a few rare 
exceptions).
• A hen needs 14 hours of light to make 
an egg.
• An egg starts growing into a chicken 
when it reaches 86 degrees F.

Minute Mystery
  “WHERE’S 

M Y  D U C K -
L I N G ! ? ! ” 
quacked Ima, 
Gerny Acres’ 

resident Runner duck. 
Ima and Yura, Tom Turkey’s wife, were 
making a loud racket in the shed.

“I want to see my newborn poult!” 
exclaimed Yura.

When you have been a Chicken 
In Charge as long as I have, you learn 
to stay calm when others are running 
around like a chicken with its…let’s 
just leave it that it’s important to 
stay calm when investigating a case. 
“Smooth those ruffled feathers, ladies, 
and tell me what happened.”

Ima began, “Buffy, Yura and I 
gave our eggs to the farmer who put 
them into the incubator 21 days ago.” 
Buffy is a fellow Buff Orpington hen 
like me.

Yura shook her wattles up and down 
and continued, “Yeah, and this morning 
the farmer showed Buffy her newly 
hatched chick. Ima and I hurried in 
expecting to meet our little ones, but…” 
she broke off and I saw tears the size of 
hay bales in her eyes.

Ima put her wing on the sobbing 
turkey and said, “Gertrude, why are 
our babies being kept from us? Can 
you help us find them?”

I pulled my trusty spy glass from 
under my wing and peered through the 
peep hole in the incubator door. Aha! 
Just as I suspected. “Cheer up, Ima and 
Yura. Come back to the shed in a week 
and you can meet your duckling and 
poult,” I explained.

How did Gertrude know the babies 
would be there in seven days?
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Across
3. a device used for weighing
5. light that keeps poultry warm in cold 
weather (2 words)
9. when a person or animal is sick, they 
might take this to get better
10. insulated box in which eggs are 
hatched artificially
11. fuel for a chicken
12. tray that holds fertilized eggs in an 
incubator and turns them
13. metal or plastic numbered strip used 
to identify chicken that fits on chicken 
above foot (2 words)

Down
1. tool containing a bright light used to 
examine an egg for freshness or fertility
2. container that holds drinking water
4. box with bars that holds or displays 
birds
6. tool used for measuring temperature
7. another name for bucket
8. mixed grains such as corn, oats and 
milo

Jokes…Get the Yolk? 

Q. What’s the opposite of cock-
le-doodle-doo?

A. Cockle-doodle-don’t!

Q. If fruit comes from a fruit 
tree, what kind of tree do chickens 
come from?

A. A Poul-Tree (Poultry)

Q. What do you get when you 
cross a chicken with a bell?

A. An alarm cluck!

Word Search Answer Key:

M O D E R N G A M E
+ L + + + + + O + + 
+ D + + + + + C + +
+ E + + + + R C C L
+ N + + + + + L + +
+ G + B A N T A M +
+ L + + + + + + + C
+ I + + + + + + + H
+ S + + D + + + + I
+ H + + U + + + + C
+ G + + C + + S + K
+ A + + K + + C + E
+ M + + + + + C + N
F E A T H E R L E G

Gertrude McCluck, Chicken in Charge is assisted by chicken 
wrangler Cyndi Gernhart. Find out more about Gertrude and 
her book series for children and other fun activities at 
www.GertrudeMcCluck.com

Poultry Supplies

Crossword Puzzle Answers:
Across
3. scale 5. heat lamp 9. medicine
10. incubator 11. food
12. egg turner 13. leg band

Down
1. candler 2. waterer 4. cage
6. thermometer 7. pail 8. scratch

Baawk!
I've heard what
happens when

chickens go into pots 
of water...

I'm outta here!

Minute Mystery Answer:
Chicken eggs take 21 days 

to hatch, but duck and turkey 
eggs take 28 days. Buffy’s egg 
hatched on schedule as would 
Ima’s and Yura’s eggs seven 

days later. Hearing that fact put 
an end to the noisy event for Ima 

Duck and Yura Turkey.
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By tOmmy garrett

new cantOn, virginia &
Beverly hillS, caliFOrnia

www.garretticOnSpr.cOm

Recently I guest starred on HGTV’s 
“Living with Ed.” This show stars 
my good friends Ed and Rachelle 

Begley, a happily married and successful 
showbiz couple who struggle with Ed’s 
obsessive need to be totally green, and 
Rachelle’s need to live a normal life. 
Rachelle, living with the original protec-
tor of all landfills anywhere and crusader 
against all those who do not recycle, 
finds it tough living with such a perfect 
person, although they have great fun just 
being so different, and they clearly adore 
each other. 

Living in Beverly Hills is interesting 
indeed and yes, we do have perfectly 

manicured lawns, which are often shroud-
ed by thick smog. But when I am home 
in Virginia raising my chickens, I am at 
my happiest, which may be difficult to 
understand for those who crave to be in 
the movie industry. But think about it; 
have you ever seen a healthy, well-fed and 
exercised chicken miserable, depressed or 
unhappy? Of course you haven’t. 

In my primetime national television 
debut I discussed how I use pumpkins, 
kale greens in the garden and even 
grasses in the pasture to achieve that rich 
orange yolk color in my eggs. 

In an earlier issue of Backyard 
Poultry, there was an article written 
by a chicken raiser who felt that scraps 
were bad for chickens, and suggested 
a 100% commercially-made laying ra-
tion for the healthiest poultry. Well, I 
guess we’ll agree to disagree. Everyone 

I know personally who raises chickens 
agrees that the free-range chickens are 
by far the healthiest, lay the prettiest 
eggs, and for those who don’t raise them 
as pets as I do, the very tastiest to eat. I 
always suggest, as does every free-range 
expert, that during the winter and spring 
months when the grasses in the pasture 
are most hard to find, a small patch of 
kale or other type greens for the hens 
will keep them laying during the coldest 
season, still producing those delicious, 
nutritious eggs. I have been told by my 
father and others that it’s okay to pick 
the greens daily and just give them to the 
chickens. I simply open up my garden 
and let them feast on their favorites until 
they can feast no more. This also gets rid 
of the garden’s bugs as well. This is for 
winter and spring gardens, of course. A 
flock of chickens, no matter how large or 
small could totally devour your patches 
of greens before your very eyes and 
come out of the garden at dusk so happy 
they actually stay in a good mood for 
days. Thus, it’s my suggestion that you 
separate and partition off the garden in 
sections and plan to control their ability 
to “clear cut,” as we call it. 

Recommends Poultry Videos
Recently I found the most fascinating 

DVD about chickens. Before I found it, 
my client Clint Walker and his beautiful 
wife Susan had sent me a 60-minute vid-
eo called “The History of the Chicken” 
from PBS Home Video. I so enjoyed the 
video that I have watched it more times 
than I care to count. Having the Silkie hen 
Liza being such a great mother and pro-
tecting her chicks even from a marauding 
hawk was so pleasant and heartwarming 
to watch. I can attest personally to the 

Publicist Finds Serenity
Relaxing With His 

Flock
The flock of Black and Blue Jersey Giants 
that Tommy’s friend Maria Hall, Indiana 
helped him produce.

JuSt FOr Fun: 

Tommy finds real peace and pleasure on his farm in Virginia after working as a 
publicist in Beverly Hills. 
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strong mothering instincts of Silkies. And 
the hilarious story of that nice lady Mrs. 
Bonney in Harpswell, Maine, who claims 
one of her hens froze to death during a 
heavy snowstorm and she resuscitated 
it, was so funny. The lady has taken 
her story to Australia, Japan, and other 
countries, and she’s appeared on major 
TV shows, often with the “Chicken of 
the Second Life” in her arms. So what 
if it’s true or not? Although I am assured 
by a good friend in Maine that the story 
is absolutely 100% true. I’m just glad to 
know Mrs. Bonney praises my favorite 
animal, the chicken. 

Then there’s the great story of the 
Silkie who lives in the house with her 
very eccentric owner who claims the 
chicken is an opera fan. Well, I’ve always 
said chickens have excellent taste. Prob-
ably the least favorite part of that show is 
the headless chicken. Well, someone may 
have found that portion of the show inter-
esting but Clint, Susan and certainly I did 
not. Why do people always have to show 
headless chickens whenever chickens star 
in films? I’ll never understand that.

Did I ever tell you about the time my 
Black Jersey Giant hen was out in a sum-
mer rainstorm and was hit by lightning 
and survived? Okay, now I probably 
sound like the lady in Maine, so I’ll get 
on with the purpose of talking about 
chicken videos.

Recently another one caught my eye. 
It’s a DVD called “Regarding Chickens.” 
The artwork on the cover is excellent, 
the model and the hen exquisite. Then I 
researched and found this DVD was full 
of material and almost three hours long, 
but nonetheless brilliantly produced. It’s 
broken up in segments so you can watch 
10, 15, and 30-minute portions at your 
leisure, and the novice will not be over-
whelmed with too many details at once. 
This DVD is produced, designed and the 
brainchild of Frederick J. Dunn, a genius 
in the field of poultry, but smart enough to 
know that he needed the help of experts 
to also give interviews on certain poultry 
related subjects.

Frederick also hosts this feature. 
Whether he’s on the screen doing inter-
views with the experts or just showing 
us his breeds of chickens, he’s the most 
charismatic and educational host I have 
seen in years. I recently discovered he’s 
a teacher, so that’s where he gets his ease 

with on-screen talking. I host a classic 
movies show called “Hollywood Clas-
sics” and think he would make a fasci-
nating host for his own show. What I like 
most about his DVD is that whether you 
are a novice or an expert, (which I like to 
call myself,) he teaches you new things. 
And, when he is talking to the experts 
he’s interviewing in that portion of the 
DVD, it’s clear he’s learning with us. 
Now that’s the sign of an excellent host! 
The excitement and joy on Frederick’s 
face while he candles eggs and sees a 
living, moving chick inside is something 
I strongly relate to. 

In the segment entitled: “A Good 
Coop,” he also shows how to build por-
table coops that have become popular in 
the last few years. He also shows without 
any ego one of his coops that turned out 
to be a mistake. It was too small for the 
number of hens he wanted in it, and it 
was way too short. As he aptly points 
out, there is nothing worse than clean-
ing a coop in which you have to bend 
over while scraping the floors, etc. And 
I’d also add, finding a black snake in the 
nests as I have many times, a short coop 
would probably cause you at least one 
large bump on the head, as the human 
reaction to a snake is always flight! 

I also found the wildlife and preda-
tor portions very fascinating. Living 
near the woods myself, I can tell you, 
predators like bobcats, coyotes, skunks 
and even hunting dogs can be a serious 
challenge. Usually a couple of strong 
healthy roosters deter dogs pretty easily, 
but nothing stops the wild animals except 
for the alert eyes and ears of the farmer. 
And Fred speaks in depth about how to 
raise chickens despite the wild animals. 

Tommy also spends time at the local 
school teaching kids about poultry. He 
says, “Giving back to the community 
is very important.” We couldn’t agree 
more. 

My grandmother loved his segment 
on the breeds of fine fowl at Fred’s Farm. 
I enjoyed the experts, but it was Fred who 
was most enjoyable. My favorite por-
tion was when his daughter was walking 
the duckling to the pond. Ducklings are 
different from baby chicks. A duckling 
imprints on the first thing it sees when it’s 
born, whether it’s a human, mama duck or 
a kitten. And once it imprints it sticks to 
that first-time-vision through it all. 

I suggest this DVD to the scientific 
brains in poultry raising, the experi-
enced free range breeder/farmer like 
myself, the novice who wants to learn 
the A to Z’s of chicken raising, and I 
personally put my reputation on the 
line that this DVD has it all—in an 
entertaining and educational format. I 
have found that DVDs offer readers a 
more visual explanation than can often 
be found in books. I also suggest it 
as a gift for non-chicken raisers who 
love animals and nstructional DVD’s. 
You can purchase this very reasonably 
priced DVD by going to www.Freds-
FineFowl.com or from www.EggCar-
tons.com. (See their ad on page 65 for 
more information).

Readers of Backyard Poultry have 
seen my pretty girls before (see Tom-
my’s article, “Everyone Needs Some 
Down Time,” June/July, 2006, page 
64—Ed.) but the photos accompanying 
this article are some of the prettiest 
girls and boys hatched last summer. 
The breeds are Black and Blue Jersey 
Giants that my friend Maria Hall in In-
diana helped me produce. Her eggs had 
an amazing 99% hatchability. Thank 
you, Maria and Fred, and all my fellow 
friends of the fowl. 

A lovely side view of Tommy’s Blue 
Jersey Giant hen. 
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JOSeph puiSZiS

geOrgia

My wife Tabatha and I have come 
up with a unique way to show 
the general public that chickens 

come in more varieties than just fried or 
baked with our traveling Trained Chicken 
“Eggzibit.” It appears that ordinary people 
have little knowledge about these beauti-
ful creatures. I’ve been asked “What is the 
difference between  a chicken, a rooster, 
and a hen?” I’ve even overheard one par-
ent tell their child, “That’s not a bird, it’s a 
chicken.”  The Poultry Palace brings these 
otherwise elusive animals up close to pet 
and learn about. Even veteran chicken own-
ers are impressed with the friendliness of 
our chickens. They think its neat that we 
have a rooster casually walking around 
letting them walk up and pet him.

Tabatha and I got the idea for the Poul-
try Palace Trained Chicken Eggzibit  at the 
2002 Wild Chicken Festival in Fitzgerald, 
Georgia. We had just started “collecting” 
chickens and thought we would meet other 
chicken people. The Chicken Festival was 
still in transition from being a Rattle Snake 
Round-Up and the wild chickens that nor-
mally live in the downtown area fled at the 
sight of thousands of  people. There were no 
chickens anywhere except on the festival T-
shirts. So we asked the Jaycees of Fitzger-
ald if we could bring our “pet” chickens for 
people to see next year. They agreed and 
on the way home we started planning how 
and what we were going to do.

Our original traveling coup was built 
from lawnmower crates mounted to our 8' 
x 5' utility trailer. Lawn and garden stores 
are an excellent source of free wood if you 

We get our power from two marine batteries 
and an inverter so the chickens stay cool the 
entire time they are in the coop.

Once we’re set up the fun really starts. 
I bought 25 songs about chickens that we 
broadcast to set the mood and to provide 
background music for the nearly continu-
ous crows from our roosters. The Poultry 
Palace is not a static display. The complete 
set-up is staffed by three knowledgeable 
people, my wife Tabatha, our friend Cherie, 
and myself. Nearly everyone who passes by 
stops to admire our birds. We readily open 
up each cage to let inquisitive adults and 
curious children pet our handsome birds 
as we answer questions and tell the history 
of each breed. Occasionally, when traffic 
at the coop allows, Tabatha will tour the 
festival grounds with Skeeter Muffin on her 
hat. She’ll let him down near food vendors 
so he can dance for a snack. I always enjoy 
the admiration the spectators have for the 
beauty of our chickens. I love to see the 
astonishment of the viewers when one of 
our roosters crow right in front of them.

To help with our expenses we’ve come 
up with another unique idea. “Get your 
picture taken with your favorite chicken!” 
Patrons can pose with any of the chickens 
we have on display while sitting on a bale 
of hay next to a few feed bags. My genius 
wife, Tabatha, modified several pairs of 
coveralls that slip over the their head so 
they can dress the part as well! The pictures 
aren’t just “sit and shoot.” We try to make 
the pictures fun and memorable with dif-
ferent poses. We have two digital cameras 
and printers so the wait for the high-quality 
4" x 6" picture is less than five minutes. 

The 
Poultry
Palace 
Trained 
Chicken 

“Eggzibit”
Tabatha and one of the featured chickens, Skeeter Muffin, pose by the “Eggzibit” set-
up at the Possum Poke Festival in Poulan, Georgia.

Tabatha toured the 2006 Four Freedoms 
Festival in Madison, Florida with her 
buddy, Skeeter Muffin. Joe says they 
don’t make money at the shows, but they 
enjoy informing attendees about poultry.

don’t mind the hassle of removing a lot of 
very long staples. That first year our chick-
ens traveled in dog carriers and vegetable 
crates in our truck and all the accessories 
were in the coop. This made for a long set 
up time; having to assemble the inner walls 
then disassemble them at the end of the day. 
The second year I attached two large doors  
on the sides of the coop and fans on top so 
the chickens could travel in the trailer. This 
was beneficial for everyone. Late comers 
and other vendors could see the chickens 
while we took down the rest of our booth, 
and the chickens were more comfortable. 
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We also sell some chicken-related crafts, 
jewelry with real feathers, puppets, and 
Tabatha’s “Chicken Strips.” These are pen 
and ink drawings of “what a chicken might 
think if you said these terms to them.” My 
favorite is Chicken a la mode.

There isn’t much money in it. Small 
town festivals cannot pay for entertain-
ment, and big festivals have not thus far. 
Some festivals still insist that we pay for 
our vendor space by way of a percentage of 
our gross sales. It doesn’t seem fair, seeing 
as two thirds of our set-up is free enter-
tainment. A lot of people have their own 
camera, or cell phone. We gladly let them 
take pictures; but not in the “posing” area. 
We are hoping one day to be sought after 
enough that will we get paid to bring our 
Eggzibit to all functions. That way we could 
concentrate all our efforts on the entertain-
ment and education part of the Eggzibit. I 
feel that we will always take pictures. It’s 
part of the Eggzibit experience. Everybody 
who gets their picture taken really enjoys 
it; and a lot of them get one every year. 
Maintaining the Poultry Palace is costly 
and a great deal of hard work, but seeing 
the public laugh and stare with amazement 
is well worth it.

If you would like to contact us regard-
ing bringing the traveling Trained Chicken 
Eggzibit to your event, call us at 229-431-
0983 or e-mail joseph@poultrypalace.
net.

Joseph shows his lawn-mower-crate 
traveling chicken coop.

Meet the chickens at our website: www.
poultrypalace.net. You’ll see more pictures 
and videos too!

Donations to support the traveling 
Trained Chicken Eggzibit can be sent to 
Joseph & Tabatha Puiszis Palace, 1209 
Nelms Rd., Albany, GA 31705.—Ed.

Sgt. Cluck, a white Leghorn rooster, struts 
around the Eggzibit at the 2005 Wild 
Chicken Festival in Fitzgerald, Georgia.

Folks of all ages 
enjoy having 
photos taken 
with the Puiszis’ 
birds. 
Top: A group of 
ladies don hats 
and pose with Strawberry at the Albany 
Civic Center in Albany, Georgia, 2005.
Bottom: These young ladies have posed 
with one of the Puiszis’ chickens four 
years in a row.  Here they are with the 
Puiszis’ 17-pound rooster, Snoball, at the 
2005 Wild Chicken Festival in Fitzgerald, 
Georgia.
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Advertise in the Backyard Poultry 
Breeders Directory for less than $4.50 
a month. Your ad will be seen by the 
40,000 poultry enthusiasts who read 
every issue. Fill out the order form to 
the left and return it today!

Backyard 
Poultry Breeders Directory

Seramas

Considering a new breed, new blood or entirely new variety?
Take a look at what these quality breeders have to offer!

Classification/Breed:___________________________________________ 

Your Farm Name:_____________________________________________

Your Name:__________________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________

City, State, Zip:_______________________________________________

Phone Number:_______________________________________________

Email/Website:_______________________________________________ 

Additional Words:_____________________________________________ 

One Year Directory Listing (6 issues): $ 50.00 
Additional Words $1.50 each:  $        
Total amount enclosed: $            

 Backyard Poultry
145 Industrial Drive, Medford, WI 54451
Phone: 800-551-5691 FAX 715-785-7414

email: csyclassifieds@tds.net

Mail this form along with your payment to:

Breeders Directory Order Form

Have birds for sale?

Reliable for both 
Poultry & Predators—

Designed specifically to 
keep poultry, ducks and 
geese in while keeping 
coyotes, raccoons, fox, 
dogs and skunks out. The 
bottom portion is a physical 
and pain barrier against 
poultry.  (Pictured here is 
the PoultryNet 12/48/3.)

What is it?
A prefabricated fence. White vertical plastic strings 

are “welded” to black and white electroplastic 
horizontal strings and supported by white plastic 
posts—which are built into and spaced throughout  
the netting.

It arrives at your door as a complete 164 ft., 100 ft., 
82 ft., 50 ft. or 25 ft. roll. Most rolls weigh less than 15 
lbs. PoultryNet is 48 in. tall, with 12 horizontals and 
verticals every 3 in. Bottom openings measure 2 in. by 
3 in. Posts have 6 in. spikes.

How does it work?
The close spacing of the verticals and lower energized 

horizontal strands of our nets combines as a physical 
and a pain barrier to both birds and predators. 

(left) PoultryNet arrives on 
your doorstep as a complete pre-
assembled portable fence with 
all posts pre-fitted into each roll. 
Energizer is sold separately.

What are its uses?
• To fence in most non-flying poultry 

(chickens, ducks & geese).

• To fence out most predators (dogs, foxes, 
coyotes, raccoons, opossum & skunks).

• To enable poultry to be easily rotated from 
one grass area to another.

ARAUCANA CLUB OF AMERICA. Promoting the 
tufted, rumpless, blue egg laying Araucana. $15.00 
annual dues includes quarterly newsletter, breed-
ers guide, and Araucana Handbook. Mail inquiries 
to: Araucana Club of America, 207 Pickens Dr., 
Pendleton, SC  29670-9727. Visit our website and 
forum: <www.araucanaclubofamerica.org>

DOMINIQUE CLUB OF AMERICA. Boosting 
America’s Oldest Breed Since 1973, Large Fowl 
and Bantam. $10.00 Annual Dues. Contact: Bryan 
K. Oliver, Secretary, 943 West Bear Swamp Rd., 
Walhalla, SC 29691-5103. Phone: 864-638-3806 
<BRYAN_K_OLIVER@ yahoo.com> <www.
dominiquechickens.org>

POLISH BREEDERS CLUB, Jim Parker, 3232 
Schooler Rd., Cridersville, OH 45806. 419-227-
9385. <polishman@watchtv.net>

New York
CUBAN MENDIETA, 4 Tela, Trifino & Puerto Rican 
Spanish, Reds: Atkinson-Boles/Blacks: Rajah 
Murgh-Ghan, 976 McLean Ave., Suite 332, Yon-
kers, NY 10704. 914-513-7479. <prmastiffs@aol.
com> Endangerd poultry antiquities/Young quality 
birds/eggs. Mailed next day-express. Rarest fami-
lies of authentic Aseels & their crosses.

Associations Bourbon Red Turkeys

Aseels

Minnesota
HAWK’S VALLEY FARM, Joanne Griffin, 18005 Tru-
man Dr., Spring Grove, MN 55974. 507-498-5108. 
<hvfarm@springgrove.coop>
< www.hawksvalleyfarm-hatchery.com>

Minnesota
OAKWOOD GAME FARM, INC., PO Box 274, Princ-
eton, MN 55371. 800-328-6647. <oakwoodgamefarm.
com> We sell day-old pheasant and chukar partridge 
chicks and eggs.

Arkansas
HATCHING EGGS, Don Abernathy, 246 Ouachita 
Hyland, Pencil Bluff, AR 71965.SASE list or e-mail 
<domesticgeese@alltel.net> German, Heritage, 
exhibition. Shipped February—May.

Iowa
WINTERS GUINEA FARM, Ralph Winter, 21363 
White Pine Ln., New Vienna, IA 52065. 563-853-4195. 
<www.guineafarm.com> <rwinter@guineafarm.com> 
Guinea fowl, Pea fowl.

Alaska
FARM FRESH HATCHERY, Paul Laux, 27950 East 
Knik River Rd. (Mile 9.2), Palmer, AK 99645. 907-745-
2779, Phoenix Bantams and all breeds available.

New York
MY MINI FARM, PO Box 709, Phillipsport, NY 
12769. Fax: 845-230-1810 <www.myminifarm.com> 
<sales@myminifarm.com> Serama, Silkied Serama 
& Booted Serama.

California
FLASHBACK PET FARM, Jerry Burch, 8326 Mc-
Clure Ave., Gerber, CA 96035. 530-385-1184. 
<flashback@theskybeam.com> Cochins, Frizzles, 
Polish.  Also, Crested, Call & Indian Runner ducks. 
Too many varieties to mention.

Iowa
WELP HATCHERY. Specializing in Cornish Rock Broil-
ers. Also offering Baby Chicks, Ducklings, Goslings, 
Bantams, Exotics, Turkeys, Guineas, Pheasants. Free 
Catalog. MC/Visa/Discover. 800-458-4473. Box 77, 
Bancroft, IA 50517. <www.welphatchery.com>

Maryland
WHITMORE FARM, William Morrow, 10720 Dern 
Rd., Emmitsburg, MD 21727. 301-447-3611. <www.
whitmorefarm.com> We sell straight run, day old 
chicks, certified organic. NPIP. Welsummers &  true 
Ameraucanas—Black, Blue & Silver.

Massachusetts
GOLDEN EGG FARM, Kate Morreale, PO Box 
280, Hardwick, MA  01302. 413-477-8872. <www.
goldeneggfarm.com> <cmorreale@goldeneggfarm.
com> Chicken pottery, hatching eggs, Bearded Silkies, 
Indian Runner ducks, Aylesbury ducks.

Minnesota
JOHNSON’S WATERFOWL, 36882 160th Ave. NE, 
Middle River, MN  56737. 218-222-3556. Grey and Buff 
Africans, Grey & Buff Pommeranians, White & Brown 
Chinese, Sebastopol & Buff geese.  Cayuga, Swed-
ish,  Rouen, Silver Appleyard, Pekin, White Crested, 
Saxony, Black and Blue, Magpies, Pencilled, White, 
Blue, Black, Grey (Mallard), Fawn, Brown, Cinnamon, 
and Emory Pencilled Runners, White, Grey, Snowy 
and Pastel Call ducklings.  Free brochure. 

Nebraska
QC SUPPLY LLC, PO Box 581, Schuyler, NE 68661. 
800-433-6340. <qcsupply@qcsupply.com> Baby 
chicks, ducklings, goslings, guinea keets, poultry 
supplies, incubators.

Pennsylvania
DICK HORSTMAN, 5 Kings Creek Rd., Burgettstown, 
PA 15021. 724-729-3701. <dickhorstman@comcast.
net> Exhibition. Quality large fowl & Bantams. Eggs, 
chicks & adults.

VariousGame Birds

Guineas

Geese

Phoenix Bantams
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Reliable for both 
Poultry & Predators—

Designed specifically to 
keep poultry, ducks and 
geese in while keeping 
coyotes, raccoons, fox, 
dogs and skunks out. The 
bottom portion is a physical 
and pain barrier against 
poultry.  (Pictured here is 
the PoultryNet 12/48/3.)

What is it?
A prefabricated fence. White vertical plastic strings 

are “welded” to black and white electroplastic 
horizontal strings and supported by white plastic 
posts—which are built into and spaced throughout  
the netting.

It arrives at your door as a complete 164 ft., 100 ft., 
82 ft., 50 ft. or 25 ft. roll. Most rolls weigh less than 15 
lbs. PoultryNet is 48 in. tall, with 12 horizontals and 
verticals every 3 in. Bottom openings measure 2 in. by 
3 in. Posts have 6 in. spikes.

How does it work?
The close spacing of the verticals and lower energized 

horizontal strands of our nets combines as a physical 
and a pain barrier to both birds and predators. 

(left) PoultryNet arrives on 
your doorstep as a complete pre-
assembled portable fence with 
all posts pre-fitted into each roll. 
Energizer is sold separately.

What are its uses?
• To fence in most non-flying poultry 

(chickens, ducks & geese).

• To fence out most predators (dogs, foxes, 
coyotes, raccoons, opossum & skunks).

• To enable poultry to be easily rotated from 
one grass area to another.
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� What a great product!  Used in Europe for years.  Foy’s is proud to be your 
distributor in North America.  Foy’s truly believes that many different uses will be 
found for this Electronic Doorkeeper.  Cat and dog owners may use it to open and 
close an entrance to the dog house, garage or out building.  Poultry fanciers may 
want to use it to allow the flock to go outside and then close it when it gets dark.  
Pigeon fanciers will be able to allow a door to open at dawn and close it at a chosen 
time later.  Pigeon racers may use it when flying the darkening system, or perhaps if 
you have a special use, you can let us know.

 This automatic control device can be used wherever a vertical sliding gate is to be 
opened and close to respond to light conditions at dawn and dusk.  The sensitivity of 
the system is adjustable.  Using one of our timers, it is not only possible to open and 
                                                                close the sliding gate according to the time 
                                                                setting or to open and close it in response to 
                                                                light conditions, but it is also easy to set a 
                                                                maximum for the closing time.  Other uses 
                                                                for the Electronic Doorkeeper is poultry houses, dog and cat entrances, 
                                                                etc.  Perhaps you want an animal to be released at a certain time, after 
                                                                you leave for work for example.  Just set the time and it will open.  You 
                                                                can close it at your convenience or set a time for it to close 
                                                                automatically.  Many folks purchase the Electronic Doorkeeper only 
and make their own sliding door.  The unit will lift a door weighing up to 7 pounds!  The door lift moves 1 inch 
per 5 seconds.  If you make your own door, all you need is a #2100 or a #2101.

#2100   Doorkeeper (outside installation)                                                                 � � $145.00
#2101   Doorkeeper (for installation which includes outside light sensor and cord) � $160.00
#2102   Timer (to open and close the door at set times)                                            � � $57.00
#2103   Metal Sliding Door (9” wide by 13” high)      � � � � � � $39.95
#2104   Metal Sliding Door (12” wide by 15” high)      � � � � � � $43.95
#2105   Metal Sliding Door (13” wide by 20” high)      � � � � � � $48.95
#2106   Outside Sensor with Cable        � � � � � � � � $18.00
#2107   Idler (for installation of multiple doors)      � � � � � � � $14.00

ELECTRONIC DOORKEEPER

3185 Bennett's Run Rd.  Beaver Falls, PA  15010
www.foyspigeonsupplies.com                            toll free  1-877-355-7727

1-877-355-7727 toll-free

2007 Full Catalog & Catalog Addendum 
NOW AVAILABLE - FREE!

Pigeon Supplies
Medications

Books
Poultry Supplies

Cage Bird Supplies
Rabbit Supplies

..much more!


