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FrOm the editOr: 

The Awesome Egg
An Incredble Benefit of Our Birds

elaine Belanger

T his issue is packed with great ideas 
on getting more eggs from your 
hens, how to determine the cost of 

your eggs, herbs to offer hens, and the 
problems associated with the odd eggs 
we all find in the henhouse. 

Another common problem is associ-
ated with the benefit of those same eggs—
peeling those “fresh” hard-cooked eggs. 

Between the eggshell and egg white 
are the inner and outer membranes, which 
provide a defense against bacteria. In a 
fresh egg, you’ll find they’re amazingly 
thick. As an egg ages, the membrane 
begins to separate from the shell, and 
permits easier peeling. That explains why 
your farm eggs are so much harder to peel 
than store-bought eggs.

Hard-Cooking Those 
“Fresh” Eggs

First, use the oldest eggs you have 
in storage for hard-cooked eggs. If you 
know ahead of time that you are going to 
be making these eggs, save a batch longer 
for this purpose, using the freshest ones for 
daily cooking. 

Terry Golson, author of The Farm-
stead Egg Cookbook, says, “As the egg 
ages the flavor deteriorates, so the best 
eggs to hard-cook are between one to two 
weeks old.”

I hard-cook a lot of eggs, and the fol-
lowing recipe works best for me. 

Keep eggs chilled in the refrigerator 
until the water is ready. Bring enough wa-
ter to cover all eggs to a hard boil. Gently 
drop eggs into boiling water, cover and 
remove from heat. 

(Jd Belanger, author of The Idiots 
Guide to Raising Chickens, says, “Boil-
ing an egg makes it tough and rubbery. 
Eggs should be cooked gently.”)

Allow to set (or gently simmer) for 
17 minutes, then immerse eggs into ice 
water. Cool eggs as quickly as possible, 
adding more ice if needed, until the shells 
are completely cool to the touch. Crack 
egg shells until well broken, then roll in 
palms of both hands to loosen the shell 
and membrane (putting pressure espe-
cially against the ends of the egg). Peel, 
running under cold water as needed to 
remove stubborn shells.

For me, the secret seems to be to go 
from cold (refrigerator) to hot (boiling 
water) to cold (ice-water) as quickly as 
possible. 

I have heard that adding vinegar (or 
salt) to the water will make the shell 
come off easier. I have never needed 
to try that method, but would be glad 
to hear from you if it works for you, or 
any other egg (or poultry) recipes you  
want to share. 

There are the usual hobbies associated with chickens such as eggshell carving, 
fly tying, collecting ceramic chickens, etc. Chickens give us delicious eggs and 

even entertainment, but I never expected them to spawn a new hobby for me.
One winter evening while locking up the chicken house for the night I saw the 

most amazing sunset. I ran into the house, grabbed my camera, and snapped a photo. 
The next morning I went to let the chickens out, and again, the sunrise was beauti-

ful. I still had my camera in my pocket so 
I took a few pictures. 

Now I take my camera with me each time 
I let out or lock up the chickens. I have two 
photo albums full of my “Chicken Pictures,” 
I call them that because if it were not for the 
chickens I probably wouldn’t be outside at 
those times. I wonder what interesting hob-
bies other poultry enthusiasts have found?

                 Amy S. Barnes, Indiana

Chickens Spawn New Hobbies

During the cold days of winter, 
I enjoy drawing scenes on egg 

shells.
Mrs. Thomas Fuller, Pennsylvania

Share Your Knowledge
There are other reasons we want to 

hear from you, too. From the inception 
of Backyard Poultry we have encouraged 
readers to share their knowledge, experi-
ences and questions with other readers. 

Tell others about your experiences—
those that have worked well—and those 
that didn’t. Include details and be specif-
ic. If possible, include photos or diagrams 
to help others visualize your project.

Do you have a poultry-related hobby?  
Share it with others! 

Share the fun stories about your 
poultry. Consider why you raise birds and 
encourage others who are still hesitating 
about what breed to raise, or even if they 
should raise poultry at all.

If you raise unusual breeds or poultry 
other than chickens, tell us. Someone 
may need that little nudge to “just do 
it” and your story might be the one that 
convinces them. 

If you have a poultry association, 
group or special event coming up, tell us 
about your activities. 

Articles are not always used immedi-
ately and may be kept for a future issue. 
We don’t promise that everything sent 
will be printed, but we do promise that 
every one will be read and considered. 

Please include the following contact 
information with every communication: 
name, complete mailing address, phone 
number (including area code) and e-mail, 
if you have one. Your inquiry can often 
be addressed by phone in a more timely 
fashion than any other method. 

Send your stories, questions, con-
cerns and photos to Backyard Poultry, 
Attn: Elaine, 145 Industrial Dr., Medford, 
WI 54451 or e-mail byp@tds.net. 
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letters: Do you have something
to crow about?

We want to hear from you. Send questions, comments,
 opinions, advice, coming events, etc. to: 

Backyard Poultry Editor, 145 Industrial Dr., Medford, WI 
54451 or e-mail: byp@tds.net 

Free Roosters
Six 8-month-old organically raised 

Ameraucana roosters to give away in 
southern Wisconsin—Racine. Good eat-
ing but owner does not want to process 
her own birds. If interested, call Mary at 
262-639-0716.

Fresh Chicken
My husband and I just returned 

from a trip to Grand Cayman Island. We 

were looking for some place to eat and 
stumbled across this photo opportunity. 
As a poultry breeder, I found this hilari-
ous. Talk about “fresh” chicken!

Staci Walker, Illinois

Pigeons Hatching Chickens
I grew up around all sorts of poultry, 

from pigeons and doves to peacocks and 
guinea hens, and many others in between. 
I had never seen one type of poultry 
hatch another, that is until I started rais-
ing chickens and pigeons of my own. 
Last October my main pair of pigeons, 
Paul and Polly, had tried to lay eggs of 
their own. They did have one but it never 
hatched. One day, I went out to pick the 
eggs and I saw Polly sitting on two of my 
chicken eggs. I thought that if she was 
happy and willing to sit on them, why 
not just let her—I really didn’t have much 
to lose. So I put the eggs in her nest. For 
the next 21 days Paul and Polly traded 
sitting on the eggs. Sure enough, on day 
21, there were two beautiful chicks under 
Paul! He wasn’t too happy when I took 
the chicks, Peep and Tiny, and brought 
them in the house. 

A week or two later, I thought I would 
try my little “experiment” again. I put two 
more chicken eggs in their nest. They sat 
on those eggs and 21 days later one little 

1968 Chevy “Coop”
My wife and I thought folks might enjoy some shots of our 1968 Chevy Coop. Our little henhouse starts right up and rolls on 

down the road, which is good for us seeing as how we’re currently renting. Everything about the coop and the run is recycled. 
Since we have had to move a few 
times in the past couple of years, 
we’ve figured out how to build 
our runs quickly and temporarily, 
but secure enough to keep out the 
raccoons, coyotes, mountain lions 
and other predators out here in 
California. Hope you like it.

Jason & Christina Lingo,
California

Mistie Lee was surprised to find her 
pigeons setting on chicken eggs, but 
decided to let them continue. Top: Paul 
Pigeon assists with sitting on the chicken 
eggs. Center: Chicky hatches. Bottom: 
Chicky grows up. 

Talk about “fresh chicken.” The Walkers 
snapped this picture while on a vacation 
in the Grand Caymans. 
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THE GENESIS
ACCURATE. DEPENDABLE, AUTOMATIC

For Incubators, Brooders, Cages & Supplies visit NEWGQFINCUBATOR.com

G.Q.F. Manufacturing Company
PO BOX 1552   SAVANNAH, GA   31402  USA

USA

Antique 
poultry items 
purchased by 
Doug Baker 
leave him 
seeking more 
detail.

chick hatched! Her name is Chicky.
My dad was very surprised, some-

thing he has never seen or heard of since 
pigeons hatch between 17 and 19 days 
and chickens take 21 days. He said, “It 
just goes to show that if you have fertile 
eggs and someone willing to sit long 
enough, they’ll hatch.”

 Mistie Lee, Idaho
 

Antique Poultry Items
I recently bought what are termed 

“poultry helmets,” and there are either 
two styles, or two pieces per helmet. I 
can’t find anything on the internet about 
them. 

I have included photographs of both 
types of aluminum pieces that I have. The 
one looks like the “peepers” online, but 
the holes lead me to believe they were 
attached with small cotter pins I found 
in the box.

I also have these other pieces that 
have “Helmets Pat.” stamped on them. 
The box all this stuff was in is shown as 
well. I wasn’t sure if these pieces were 
used together or independently. What 
really surprised me was that I could find 
no information on the internet about the 
company or product. Does anyone have 
information on these items?

Doug Baker, Ohio
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Fred Cirvinka works at the Poultry 
Museum in Bonner Springs, Kansas. 
He tells us, “I am familiar with ‘poultry 
helmets’ and used them on several occa-
sions. I believe they were first available 
in the 1940s as a means to control can-
nibalism in chickens.

“The ‘helmet’ was made of aluminum 
and was shaped to drop over the beak 
and cover the tip of the beak when the 
chicken raised its head and attempted to 
peck another bird.

“The helmet was attached using a 
stainless steel ‘cotter key’ inserted thru 
the nostrils which allowed the helmet to 
pivot so that the beak was not covered 
when the bird moved its head down to 
eat or drink.

“Also available at about the same 
time was a similarly attached item which, 
as I recall, were called ‘goggles.’ These 
goggles or blinders would swing up to 
cover the bird’s eyes when it raised its 
head to attempt to peck another bird. As 
I recall, I had used both types and found 
them to be quite effective in controlling 
cannibalism.”

For more information on the Poultry 
Museum, see “Opening Day at the Na-
tional Poultry Museum” Oct/Nov, 2009 
issue of Backyard Poultry.

If you have information on these 
items, (or other poultry antiques) please 
tell us about them by writing to Backyard 
Poultry, 145 Industrial Dr., Medford, WI 
54451 or e-mail byp@tds.net.—Ed.

Wooden Incubator
Construction on YouTube
I have done a series on how to build 

a wooden incubator on YouTube. If 
you are interested, I have attached the 
link. The steps to building the incubator 
are shown in segments, Part 1 through 7. 
Find info at: http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LvRz0b9CHKg 

See page 22 for an incubator remodel 
and page 18 for information on brooding 
your new hatch.—Ed.

God’s Creatures Great—and 
Ever So—Small

A few weeks ago, I was getting a late 
start on my morning chores, changing of 
the water and letting the flock out, when 
I noticed a tuft of feathers stuck in the 
chicken wire just off the step of the coop. 
I thought maybe a sparrow, determined 
to get a tasty morsel in the chicken yard, 

You will find just the right Purina feed to raise a healthy flock
starting with Purina Start & Grow, then moving up to Layena
and Flock Raiser. Tractor Supply has helped our customers
raise livestock with quality feeds, supplies and advice.
Whether you are a seasoned breeder or just getting started,
Tractor Supply is there to meet your needs.

Tractor Supply CO. is proud to
offer a variety of feeds by Purina.
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had flown head long with total disre-
gard for life and limb at the protective 
barrier. I was about to chalk it up to an-
other tragedy of nature when I saw a leg 
twitch—signs of life! Boy was he stuck 
though. I stepped into the chicken yard 
to see if there was any chance of freeing 
my feathered friend just by pulling the 
wire away. Imagine my surprise when I 
was greeted by the prettiest yellow eyes 
and a frowning face.

This wasn’t a sparrow at all—it was a 
full-grown Northern Pygmy Owl.

I hurried back to the house to summon 

Marvin and Judy Reed found this owl resting in the chicken coop one evening after hearing 
the birds fussing. Fortunately, the owl did no harm, and left in the morning. Owls are a 
predator to poultry, and can get in and out of the coop through the same door the chickens 
do. 

Ralph Sorenson found this Northern Pygmy 
Owl stuck in the chicken run fencing. It 
was not hurt, and after some tricky wire 
cutting, and a few photos, was set free. 

my wife for some assistance. From there I 
went to the garage for some wire cut-
ters. We met in the chicken yard for the 
rescue operation. After some careful 
cutting and maneuvering our scared little 
friend was free. I held him in my hand 
for a short while because he insisted on 
posing for a few pictures. I could tell he 
really wanted to. After looking my 
friend over for injuries, it was determined 
that he was no worse for wear. I released 
him a few minutes later. He flew to one of 
our trees and rested for a while. I haven’t 
seen him since, though with all the small 
birds that hang out here, who’s to say that 
he isn’t one of them.

 Ralph Sorenson, Washington

This Owl Wasn’t So Small
One evening my wife heard the 

chickens fussing. Imagine her surprise 
when she looked into the “Chick House 
on Wheels” and saw a Great Horned 
Owl! I ran back to the house to get the 
camera and returned and the beautiful 
owl was still there! The owl finally left 
after spending the night. It did no harm 
to the Buff Orpingtons!

Chickens are full of surprises and fun 
to have around. My first experience with 
chickens goes back to the 1940s.

We love the magazine and look for-
ward to each issue.

Marvin & Judy Reed, Nevada

We remind readers that owls can 
be very dangerous predators, plucking 
chicks and young birds off the ground 
when in flight. They mostly hunt at 
night.—Ed.

Freedom Ranger 
Color Chicks

Freedom 
Rangers are 

specially 
suited for full 
pasturing, free 
range, organic 

certified, 
backyard, etc.

Guineas are 
fast growing, 
suitable for 

backyard grow-
ers who want to 
control ticks and 

for those who 
would want to 
use them as a 

meat bird.

The muscovy is fast growing and a 
great range duck with a lean meat that is 

desired by many resturants.

J.M. Hatchery
178 Lowry Road 

New Holland, PA 17557

Call or visit us online.

717-354-5950 
www.jmhatchery.com

~ ~
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Whether you are tending a backyard fl ock or breeding champion show birds, nutrition plays a vital role in your success. Manna Pro 
understands the nutritional requirements of all classes of poultry, and is dedicated to helping you succeed. Like you, Manna Pro is 
dedicated to the care and nurturing of animals, and our products are made with the highest quality ingredients and with great care 
throughout the manufacturing process, to ensure that your fl ock meets its full potential.

Everybody’s Clucking!
About Manna Pro Poultry Products

09 Poultry Ad6.indd   1 12/29/09   10:45:17 AM
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Preserve Rare Breeds
By Raising and Improving 

Current Stock

sPPa news:

dr. charles r.h. everett

sPPa secretary/treasurer

There are those of us that truly believe 
the Almighty created spring just 

for hatching chicks, poults, ducklings, 
and goslings. Often my news updates 
focus on breeds of rare chickens, but the 
Society for the Preservation of Poultry 
Antiquities (SPPA) is concerned with all 
breeds of rare fowl. In the most recent 
issue of Backyard Poultry two of our 
members presented excellent articles on 
rare and heritage fowl. Joseph Marquette 
presented an excellent article on the 
Muscovy duck. My family had one of our 
Muscovy ducks for Christmas lunch and 
I don’t mean as a guest! Brian Heldberg 
gave vital information for understand-
ing the history of the Pyncheon bantam. 
The Pyncheon bantam is most likely the 
rarest bantam breed in America today. 
This bantam is a part of our history and 
yet many American chicken keepers had 
never even heard of this breed until Brian 
furnished us with his article.

These two articles represent the 
crucial role the SPPA plays with the 
preservation of rare fowl. Our members 
network with one another, disseminate 
valuable stock across the country, and 
seek to educate the ever growing poultry 
raising public. Many people start raising 

poultry by purchasing stock from their 
local feed store. This is actually a great 
way to learn about the ins and outs of 
poultry keeping. Among these folks there 
are a few that will decide to take the next 
step into breeding and keeping purebred 
stock. Articles like the two I’ve cited help 
spark that interest.

Raising most rare breeds is no differ-
ent than keeping any other type of poul-
try. However, there are exceptions to this 
general rule. Included in the rare breeds 
are those that are almost near to impos-
sible to find like the Pyncheon. There are 
also breeds that are more difficult to raise 
due to fertility or genetic issues. This is 
mostly a result of inbreeding among a 
very limited gene pool. Truth is many of 
our rare breeds need work on increasing 
the size of the individual fowl to bring it 
up to standard weights.

There are now several hatcheries 
selling rare and heritage breeds of fowl. 
If you can’t locate an individual breeder 
to help supply you with stock, then this 
may be the place to start. There are sev-
eral hatcheries that are members of the 
SPPA and several of them have obtained 
their original birds from members that 
are listed in the SPPA Breeders Directory. 
Regardless of where you obtain your 
original stock, it is important to keep 
in mind the need to improve your stock 
through proper selection of breeders: 
that is where the educational arm of the 
SPPA will come in most handy. From our 
members’ articles you will learn what to 
look for in the correct type fowl. 

I wish you the best on your journey 
with historic and rare breeds. Join the 
SPPA this year for $15 and receive our 
Breeders Directory this fall as part of 
your membership. In the meantime you’ll 
receive four information packed Bulletins 
and the opportunity to take your network-
ing to an entirely different level. Send dues 
to Dr. Charles Everett, 1057 Nick Watts 
Rd., Lugoff, SC 29078 or online at http://
poultrybookstore.com. 

Available Through:
Atwoods

Orscheln Farm & Home
Participating Agway Stores

Theisens Supply
Rural King

Big R - White City
Big R - Lamar

Quincy Farm & Home
Farm King

Murdochs Ranch & Home
C-A-L Ranch

Blains Farm & Fleet
And at participating stores
& mail order companies

Controls...
• Fleas
• Mites
• Leg Mites

Controls...
• Fleas
• Mites
• Leg Mites

Guaranteed to make your birds 
happier and healthier.

got poultry bugs?

Using natural organic science to protect your birds.
www.carefreeenzymes.com

Fun Backyard Chicken Coops
Unique design lets you expand with 
modular parts to add more size, pens  
and wheels. Holds 2 to 8 hens. 
Shipped to your doorstep.

creativecoops.com    
530-272-3700

NEW

Antibiotic Free Chicks
Start your flock with a strong, 

natural immune system.
Rhode Island Reds, 

White Leghorns, White Rocks
Baby Chicks/Hatching Eggs
Only $1.95 each or less
Low cost Incubators & Pluckers

(727) 388-9456
email: BabyChicks4Sale@aol.com
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Set a Spell
With the My Pet
Chicken Family
Flock Counselor

My Pet Chicken’s “Chicken Chick” 
provides information and advice for 

families and individuals just starting with 
the hobby of chicken keeping. 

Have a question for the Chicken 
Chick? Send your questions to us at: 
Backyard Poultry, Attn: Dear Chicken 
Chick, 145 Industrial Dr, Medford, WI 
54451 or e-mail to byp@tds.net. We will 
try to include your questions in an up-
coming issue. See My Pet Chicken’s ad 
on the back cover of this issue—Ed.

Mixing Breeds in Your 
Flock

Dear Chicken Chick,
I am planning to raise chickens this year, 
and have fallen in love with several breeds. 
Can I mix different breeds of chickens in 
my flock, and will they all get along?

Yes, you can mix breeds of chicken 
in your flock. They generally get on very 
well. You can even include both bantam 
and large fowl breeds in your flock, if 
that is what you prefer. In fact, bantams 
don’t always or even usually end up on 
the lower end of the pecking order just 
because they’re smaller. When mixing 
different bird sizes, you will simply need 
to make certain that you have your feed-
ers and waterers set at a height so that all 
your chickens can easily reach them. 

Problems can occur “mixing” breeds 
in a flock when you have, say, six chick-
ens that are very similar looking, such as 
Rhode Island Reds and then one chicken 
who is of a very different type, like a 
Polish or a Faverolle. Chickens who look 
entirely different from the rest of your 
flock can get picked on (often the other 
chickens will pick at the large crest of the 
Polish, or the beard or feathered legs of the 
Faverolles.) We think their birdy-brains 
are telling them they’re being a great help 
in trying to clean off that mop of feathers 
that is stuck where they think feathers 
shouldn’t be! Interestingly, in our expe-
rience, Silkies usually get on well with 

other chicken breeds, despite their unusual 
plumage, presuming you have several (and 
not just one lone “different” bird). 

If you are raising a flock of many 
chickens that all have different looks, the 
birds have a sort of broader view of what 
a chicken should look like, and don’t usu-
ally pick on one another. Of course, the 
more room they have, too, the better they 
will be. If they can range on pasture or 
grasses every day, they have things to oc-
cupy their thoughts other than why Bessie 
is wearing that silly and unusual hat.

A variety of breeds, colors and sizes 
can be as pleasing to the eye as a bouquet 
of flowers. Enjoy your flock!

Chicken Chick

Correction
I enjoyed reading “Set a Spell” in the 

Feb/March, 2010 issue. However, a cor-
rection is required in reference to Peter’s 
denial of Jesus and the crowing of the 
rooster. 

In your article you stated, “A rooster 
crowed three times after Peter denied 
Jesus.” Actually, Peter denied Jesus 
Christ three times, then the rooster 
crowed as recorded in scripture in Mat-
thew 26:34, Luke 22:34 and John 13:38. 
I look forward to more “Set a Spell” in 
future issues. 

 Rebecca Cordova
Washington
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cOming events:
If you have a poultry-related event, send details 60 days in advance and we’ll 

include it in this listing. Send to: Coming Events, Backyard Poultry
145 Industrial Dr. Medford, WI 54451 or e-mail:byp@tds. net

Funky Chicken Coop Tour
Austin, Texas
April 3, 2010

The Second Annual Funky Chicken Coop 
Tour will be held on Saturday, April 3, 2010 
in Austin, Texas. Backyard poultry owners 
will be showcasing their coops, plain and 
fancy, as well as their favorite fowl from 
10:00 am til 4:00 pm. This is a free tour, 
great Easter-weekend fun for families, and 
a great way to see how to keep city chickens 
in Central Texas. The tour is self-guided, so 
you can linger longer at your favorite coops. 
Maps will be available at our website, http://
austincooptour.org. 

See how Texans manage urban flocks for 
fresh eggs, hot compost, and the sheer joy of 
keeping chickens. Contact: Judith Haller, pr@
austincooptour.org 

Cajun Serama Classic
Vacherie, Louisiana

April 10, 2010
Historic Oak Alley Plantation, Vacherie, 

Louisiana (www.oakalley.com), has been se-
lected as the site of the 2010 Cajun Serama 
Classic. The subtropical gardens of the deep 
south’s most famous antebellum mansion will 
be the setting for a Serama show, featuring 
Malaysian Style table-top judging on Saturday, 
April 10th. The show, sponsored by the Cajun 
Serama Council, the Louisiana Chapter of the 
Serama Council of North America, promises to 
be the largest gathering of Seramas and Serama 
enthusiasts in the Western World. 

ABA/SCNA Judges James Adkins, Califor-
nia; Gary Overton and Edgar Mongold, Ohio 
will judge 10 different Classes of Seramas in 
both open and junior shows. Featured will be 
the white variety, along with the newly intro-
duced frizzle Serama.

Unlike ordinary chicken shows, where 
birds are coop bound, at a Serama Show each 
bird is placed on a platform to be judged. 
Points, totaling 100, are awarded to each bird 
entered. Another feature of a Serama Show 
is that birds are not segregated by color, sex, 
and variety. Hens are cooped side by side with 
cocks, pullets, and cockerels. All varieties—
smooth, frizzled, silkied—are intermingled 
throughout. 

Added attractions include an authentic 
Cajun/Zydeco Band and Cajun Dancers. Cajun 
foods will be available for purchase throughout 
the day. A 200-item raffle table and several 
silent auction items will be featured. A ‘Se-
rama for sale’ tent will offer hundreds of pure-
blooded Seramas for those interested in getting 
started. Spectators and exhibitors may contact 
Jerry Schexnayder at jerschex@aol.com for 
additional information. “Ya momma and dem 

augh gunna be dar, cum join um.”

2010 Walworth County Fur and 
Feather Swap

Elkhorn, Wisconsin
April 10, 2010

Would you like to buy, sell, trade, see or 
learn about backyard pets, interesting animals, 
and poultry of all kinds? You’ll find them all 
at Southeastern Wisconsin’s premiere small 
animal swap. The annual Walworth County Fur 
and Feather Swap is April 10th 7A.M.-10A.M. 
at the Walworth County Fairgrounds, Hwy. 11 
East, Elkhorn, Wisconsin. Admission is $1, chil-
dren under 12 free. The swap features a variety 
of small animals and pets including chickens, 
turkeys, waterfowl, peacocks, pheasants, rab-
bits, goats, caged birds and gerbils. Equipment 
and related items will also be sold.

State law requires all poultry except pigeons 
to be accompanied by health papers. Copies will 
be collected at the gate. Selling spaces are avail-
able in the heated Activity Center as well as 
outside for $5 per spot. Buyers are encouraged 
to come early. A lunch stand will be available on 
the grounds. For more information on the swap 
or health paper requirements, please contact 
Dale Wheelock at 262-882-3633, wheelock@
sharontelephone.com or Bob Kretschmer 414-
254-6853, bk_rooster@yahoo.com.

Peep at the Coops: An Urban
Coop Tour

Dallas, Texas
April 18, 2010 (Rain date April 25)

 Creative coops for city chickens will be 
featured on this free, self-guided tour. Ten or 
so coops— from simple to “eggs”travagant—in 
the beautiful White Rock Lake area of Dallas, 
Texas, will highlight different approaches to 
keeping and enjoying these pampered pets, 
“eggsellent” layers, and a great addition to 
a green lifestyle. Several other sustainable 
practices will be on view as well—beekeeping, 
composting, rainwater harvesting and more! 
Come and engage in a little “chicken chat” 
with our interesting hosts and sponsors. April 
18, 2010, 11:00 am-5:00 pm. Rain date April 
25. Maps to the coop sites is available at www.
apeepatthecoops.blogspot.com. For more infor-
mation contact chrysalisbutterfly@att.net. 

The River Hills Farmers Market
Family Farm Expo

April 24, 2010
Fall Poultry Fest

September 11, 2010
Silex, Missouri

The River Hills Farmers Marketing Alli-
ance invites you to attend our 2010 events.

Saturday, April 24, 2010: Join us for the 
Family Farm Expo 2010 theme of “America’s 
Agriculture – Locally Grown on Family 
Farms” on the campus of the Silex R-1 School 
from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. This event features 
one of the largest farmers markets of the year, 
numerous rare breeds of poultry and small 
stock, egg and poultry shows, educational 
displays and demonstrations, and a country 
auction.

Saturday, September 11: Annual Fall 
Poultry Fest on the campus of the Silex R-1 
School from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Featuring 
birds, poultry supplies, and expertise for those 
planning or establishing laying flocks for the 
backyard or the family farm. 

Both events will feature numerous well-
known breeders and speakers including Kelly 
Klober and Matt John. 

The River Hills group is a group of ap-
proximately 60 family farmers that are entering 
their 20th year of operating farmers markets. 
This group is widely known for its work in 
preserving rare and heirloom poultry and 
livestock breeds

Contact River Hills at 136 Zumwalt Rd., 
Silex, MO 63377 or call 636-579-9391 or 
573-485-7261 for information to attend or 
participate.

Connecticut Poultry Breeders
Society’s Annual Spring Show

Chester, Connecticut
Sunday, May 16th, 2010 

Connecticut Poultry Breeders Society’s 
Annual Spring Show will be held on Sunday, 
May 16th, 2010 at the Chester Fairgrounds 
in Chester, Connecticut. Open and Youth cat-
egories. Special activities for youth including 
Showmanship and Quiz Bowl. Great fun for 
poultry fanciers and the whole family alike.

For details, visit website: www.ctpoultry-
breederssociety.org.

The Heart of America Game Breeders’
Poultry and Small Animal Swaps

Overbrook, Kansas
April 10, May 15, June 12, July 10 & 

August 28
and

The Heart of America Game Breeders’
Association Fall Auction

Gardner, Kansas
September 18, 2010

The Heart of America Game Breeders’ As-
sociation (HOAGBA) invites you to attend our 
fall auction at the Johnson County Fairgrounds 
on September 18, 2010. This is a great auction 
attracting sellers and buyers from Kansas, 
Nebraska, Missouri, Illinois, Oklahoma, 
Colorado, and Iowa. A wide variety of qual-
ity bantam and standard chickens, domestic 
waterfowl, rabbits, pheasants, quail, chukars, 
peafowl, wild ducks, geese, swans, and aviary 
birds such as parakeets, finches, and others 
will be sold to the highest bidder. Good used 
and new equipment will also be auctioned off. 
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Ten percent of the proceeds from the auction 
are used to fund our scholarship and youth 
programs that provides awards at area county 
fairs and at junior show awards at three poul-
try shows. More information about the sale 
is available at http://www.gbwf.org/hoagba/
fall_sale.html or http://www.gbwf.org/hoagba/
gardner.html You may also contact John or 
Terry Smith - e-mail: smithkct@centurylink.
net or ph. 913-879-2587.

HOAGBA also sponsors poultry and small 
animal swaps at the Osage County Fairgrounds 
in Overbrook, Kansas (Hwy. 56 east of town). 
Swaps last from 8:00 a.m. - noon and will be 
held April 10, May 15, June 12, July 10, and 
Aug. 28. For information call John or Terry 
Smith at 913-879-2587 or e-mail smithkct@
centurylink.net. 

All poultry and game birds sold at auctions 
and swaps must be pullorum-typhoid tested. 
Out of state sellers must have an import permit. 
For testing information call Chastity Flowers 
at the Kansas Animal Health Department: 
785-296-2326.

Canadian Heritage Breeds Rare & 
Heritage Poultry Sale & Display

Sunnybrook Farm Museum
Red Deer, Alberta, Canada

May 29, 2010
Looking for a bird to complete your 

flock? Need new genetics to expand your 
breeding program? Come to our sale and 
choose from many rare and heritage breeds 

of chickens, ducks, geese, turkeys, and guin-
eas. There will be hatching eggs, day-olds, 
started birds and mature stock available for 
purchase. Many of these breeds available are 
on the critical list.

Clayton Botkin with his Brinsea Incuba-
tor Products will be on hand to give advice on 
how to have high percentage hatches, as well 
as helping with any incubating questions or 
problems. 

Willow Run Construction, poultry housing 
specialists, will be bringing chicken tractors, 
nest boxes, feeders and feed storage, breeding 
pens, and chicken coops. All designs are built 
with our climate in mind, ease of cleaning, and 
safety of birds. 

Master Feeds will have their poultry feed 
and nutritional products on display as well as 
sale specials.

Rico Sebastianelli, APA licensed judge, 
will be joining us for the day to answer ques-
tions on showing, grooming, conditioning, and 
qualities desired in picking show quality birds 
and breeding stock.

Our poultry display will be in the ca-
pable hands of Allan Lakusta, a well-known 
poultry showman. Allan will be discussing 
different traits of each breed, assisting at-
tendees in making breed decisions. He will 
explain the merits of heritage breeds and the 
importance of increasing and maintaining 
their numbers.

For more information visit www.canadi-
anheritagebreeds.com or contact Liz Munro at 
403-347-9106 or e-mail lizam@telus.net.

Solar Water Dishes, 
Chicken Coop Heaters, 
Organic Scratch 
& More

Visit us on the web at:

NEW!
888-290-1771

We ship anywhere! 

Get your personalized quote today at  
www.modestomilling.com/bpmag.html 
or 800-897-9740.

Happy birds start with healthy feed  
and supplements. 

Modesto Milling sells certified organic feeds, 
minerals and supplements that promote the 
well-being of your prized feathered friends.

Our unique formulations have evolved over  
decades to meet the dietary and energy 
needs of birds during the various stages of  
their lives. 

M
O

DESTO MILLING

M
O

DESTO MILLING

O R G A NIC FEE DO R G A NIC FEE D

Certified Organic Feed & Supplements
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ByrOn Parker

randall Burkey cOmPany

texas

Bungee jumping, sky diving, and 
cliff diving are all things I have 
done once in my life and will 

probably never do again. I say probably 
because there is a slight chance (a very, 
very slight chance) I will do one or all of 
those things again. I’m not an adrenaline 
junky or anything like that. In fact I’m 
quite the opposite. Just the thought of 
jumping out of a perfectly good airplane 
at 10,000 feet puts me on the edge of a 
panic attack. Jumping on my kid’s tram-
poline in the backyard is about the only 
extreme sport I participate in these days. 
The reason that I would possibly consider 
doing any one of those potentially life 

my children were born, I would of course, 
be saddened, but those are memories I’ll 
never forget. Now, if I lost the picture my 
wife took of me with the village idiot at 
the renaissance fair, then that memory is 
long gone. Sure, it’s a memory I could 
certainly live without, but it’s refresh-
ing to have proof every once in a while 
that there is somebody out there goofier 
than me. It’s amazing to me that a single 
photo can spark memories from an entire 
day that you never dreamed you would 
remember. A single picture is not only 
worth a thousand words but a thousand 
memories as well. Looking at the photo 
of me and the idiot (or, as my wife says, 
the two idiots) took me down memory 
lane. I remembered everything; the drive 
in the rain to get there, the sandwich I 
ate called the King’s Beefy Buns, riding 
on an elephant, and falling into the hotel 
swimming pool. I remembered a really 
fun weekend in my life. 

If you plan on raising chickens this 
spring, you should most definitely prepare 
to document the experience with lots of 
photos. Even if you have raised chickens 
in the past, each experience will be unique 
and offer its own memories worthy of 
remembering. If you have never raised 
chickens from chicks to laying hens, I 
highly recommend it. It’s an experience 
you won’t easily forget. Still, you’ll be 
surprised how many significant details of 
the experience fade over time if you don’t 
have a picture to refer to. The one thing I 
hear most from friends who have chickens 
is that they wished they had taken more 
photos of the chicks when they were in 
the brooder. Most of them agree that the 
reason they didn’t take more photos is 
because they thought they had more time. 
If you think your kids are growing up too 
fast, wait till you raise chickens. By the 
time they’re five months old, chickens are 
all grown up and ready to lay eggs. So be 
ready to enjoy the experience of having 
chicks because it doesn’t last long. Pre-
pare yourself with the right equipment to 
help make raising your chicks the fun and 
entertaining experience it should be. 

Chicks are just as easy to care for as a 
puppy or kitten and many who have done 
both might say caring for chicks is easier. 
I’ve never had a chick tear up a pair of 
house slippers or climb up the Christmas 
tree knocking ornaments onto the floor. 
Chicks won’t keep you up all night barking 
and they won’t claw up the sofa. However, 
chicks do require one very important in-
gredient to ensure their well being that 
dogs and cats don’t; a brooder. Nothing 

The size and colors of these Silver Laced Wyandotte and Buff Brahma chicks 
will change dramatically over the next few weeks. 

threatening “sports” again is simply be-
cause I failed to capture those moments. 
I failed to realize the significance of those 
events, or that I may never do them again. 
As a result, I have no pictures or video, 
not even a crummy t-shirt with “I Dive To 
Live” or “I Survived Stupidity” written 
across it as proof to my children that their 
dad did some cool (dumb) stuff when he 
was young. 

Now there are some events that take 
place in peoples lives that we all instinc-
tively know should be savored and well 
documented. A wedding day, the birth of 
a child, even a trip to Disney World are all 
events that are considered by most, as rare 
events, and should not be taken for grant-
ed. There is no such thing as too many 
pictures when it comes to documenting 
such events. My wife Jenny and I have 
about 300 photos of her abdomen alone 
that we took during her pregnancy. They 
all pretty much look alike to me except 
for the first and the last photo. Jenny, on 
the other hand, looks at every one like her 
belly has dramatically changed from one 
photo to the other and yet still talks about 
how she wishes we would have taken 
more photos from other angles. 

Most things in life don’t quite measure 
up to the importance of a wedding day or 
the birth of a child, but for many people, 
do rank as rare and special events. Events 
that may seem small in the grand scheme 
of things are sometimes some of the most 
cherished memories we have. However, 
if I lost every picture I had from the day 

Remember When 
They WereChicks?

When Kassidi Parker looks at this photo 
two months from now, she’ll be amazed at 
how much these little chicks have changed.
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A 24" diameter metal tub, a flood lamp 
with a 75-watt bulb, and some pine 
shavings provide a cozy brooder for 
Byron’s seven chicks.

This makeshift brooder was quickly put 
together to isolate two chicks that were a 
little weak after hatching. Within a few days 
they were healthy enough to join the others.

The chicks have already grown a lot, as 
shown in this photo, taken only two weeks 
from the photo above. 

A remote sensor thermometer placed 
inside the brooder allows you to keep a 
close eye on the brooder temperature 
from up to 100 feet away.

These chicks felt blessed to eat from this 
church feeder placed inside their brooder. 
Their prayers were answered when they 
found out they weren’t Cornish Rocks.
As the popularity of poultry rises, so do the 
gadgets available for raising them. Some 
ease our minds, like modern thermometers 
and slick video cameras, but some, like this 
church feeder, are just for fun.

The time elapsed PlantCam enabled 
Byron to watch several weeks’ worth of 
development in a matter of minutes.

brooder should provide enough space so 
the chicks can walk away if overheated. 
The temperature in the brooder is critical, 
and birds exposed to too low or too high a 
temperature during brooding are subject to 
poor development. Chicks need to have this 
supplemental heat until they are at least six 
weeks old. Continuation of a supplemental 
heat source may be required—depending 
on outside temperatures—until the chicks 
have feathered out, or until little chicken 
coats, scarves, and hats become avail-
able.

I’ve used two types of flooring sub-
strate over the years in my brooder setups, 
DACB drop pan paper and pine shavings. 
DACB drop pan paper is a treated non-slip 
paper that works very well at absorbing 
moisture and reducing odor. It does not 
clog up waterers like pine shavings have 
a tendency to when chicks kick it up into 
their waterer. However, pine shavings will 
bury and hide the chicks’ droppings mak-
ing your brooder area much more “photo-
genic” than DACB paper. Pine shavings 
are also much less expensive than DACB 
paper and are more readily available. El-
evating your waterer just slightly will also 
help prevent pine shavings from clogging 
it. I also like to layer the pine shavings in 
a small section of my garage to provide 
the chicks with a little playground area. 
This also makes it easier for my kids to 
safely handle and interact with the chicks. 
I use the term “safely” loosely because my 
two-year-old son Jackson rarely picks up a 
chick safely. With the little church feeder 
inside the chicks’ playground he looks 
like King Kong or Godzilla attacking the 
village and scooping up the villagers in 
his hands. Based on my experience, two 
year olds and chicks make fun photos but 
should not be left unsupervised. I think 
chicks would be safer left alone with my 
dog than with my son. 

Currently I’m brooding two sets of 
chicks. I have a set of seven chicks con-
sisting of two Buff Brahmas, three Silver 
Laced Wyandottes, one Black Australorp, 
and one Ameraucana. The other set con-
sists of 25 Cornish Rocks. The first set of 
seven will no doubt become family pets 
and are already pampered and spoiled. 
We use a church birdfeeder to dispense 
their chick starter and my kids are always 
coming up with new ideas to help spruce 
up their home. The Cornish Rocks, on the 
other hand, will most likely become the 
family dinner. My kids still love spending 
time with them but you have to be quick to 
capture a “cute chick” photo of a Cornish 

real fancy is required; a flood lamp with 
the appropriate wattage bulb clamped to 
a metal tub is all that is usually necessary. 
The appropriate wattage bulb is generally 
based on the number of chicks and the 
amount of space that will be required to 
heat. Adjusting the amount of heat can be 
easily done by adjusting the height at which 
the lamp hangs. You need to provide an area 
large enough so your chicks are exposed to 
a temperature of 95 degrees without hav-
ing to huddle on top of each other. Reduce 
the temperature 5 degrees each week until 
you reach room temperature, at which time 
you may discontinue the heat source. The 
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Rock. If you’re not familiar with the speed 
at which Cornish Rocks develop let me 
tell you that it is no less than amazing. 
Within six to eight weeks these guys are 
basically full grown. 

I came up with what I thought to 
be a clever way to document this as-
tounding growth. I have been using a 
product called a PlantCam which is a 
time elapsed camera typically used in 
gardens to record the growth of plants. 
You can literally watch a seed planted in 
your garden turn into a flower in a matter 
of minutes. I was amazed after watching 
a week’s worth of footage unfold in a 
matter of minutes at how easily I could 
see significant changes and growth in 
the Cornish Rocks. It was like someone 
would occasionally swap out the smaller 
chicks for larger ones without being de-
tected by the camera.

The wild bird industry really seems to 
understand the importance of capturing 
our experiences with feathered friends 
on film or video. There are several prod-
ucts available to capture still photos or 
video of birds visiting bird feeders or 
birdhouses. The Hawkeye Nature Cam is 
a miniature camera that will record video 
day or night and is commonly used inside 
birdhouses to watch baby birds take food 

Providing 
colored-

feathered, old
style broiler

chicks to the
pastured poultry

producer, live
markets and

other growers of
great tasting

chicken.

S & G Poultry, LLC
PO Box 2363

Clanton, Alabama 35046
205.280.3771

sandgpoultry.com

The Red Ranger -
one of five breeds
we offer.

Like King Kong or Godzilla, Jackson 
Parker grabs two small villagers/chicks 
and stomps across the pine shavings 
forest. Truly, kids never tire of spending 
time with chicks and their time together 
always offers a cute photo opportunity.

Hands-free chicken picker gets 
‘em spankin’ clean in 20 seconds!

Features:
   • Tough, UV-stabilized, food-grade, plastic   
     tub and housing
   • 1 HP motor, 10:1 speed reducer 
   • Spray ring to wash feathers away
   • Feather chute for tidy work area

www.featherman.net
PO Box 62, Jamesport, MO 64648

660/684-6035 email to:info@featherman.net

ONLY  $975!

“Scalder, cones, & other equipment available”

  Ask about the “Set-Up Special”
from their mothers. It comes with a 100' 
AV cable that you can run into your home 
and connect to your television so that 
you can watch and/or record the birds at 
your convenience. I used one recently to 
watch and record chicks hatching inside 
of an incubator. It worked out really well 
because as it turns out they hatched when I 
wasn’t around. I’ve talked to a few people 
that used it while watching television to 
check on their chicks during commercials. 
Beats watching drug commercials.

For several weeks I thumbed through 
photo albums containing pictures of dif-
ferent brooder setups I used in the past, 
consisting of plastic swimming pools 
with flood lamps all the way to high end 
metal brooders. As I remember, some 
setups worked better than others but in 
the end what mattered most is that they 
all worked. Although it’s always a good 
idea to research and prepare for a new 
adventure, don’t expect raising chicks to 
be complicated. It’s fun, it’s easy, and it’s a 
memory that “might” last a lifetime. At the 
very least it’s an event worth remember-
ing. So go for it—raise some chicks—but 
be sure to take some photos. Then send 
the best of them to Backyard Poultry’s 
photo contest!

Byron Parker will continue to share 
his experiences with products used 
in poultry keeping in future issues of 
Backyard Poultry. Byron is employed by 
Randall Burkey Company. See their ads 
on pages 3 and 47.
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Available in kit form or fully assembled.  
Kits are pre-assembled and include 

assembly instructions.  
Can be assembled in approximately 2 hours.  

Intended for same day use.   

*Additional Shipping may apply for Alaska, Hawaii and Canada. 

Urban Farm Chicken Coops

Please visit our website:
www.myamishgoods.com

or call us at 1-800-365-4619

4’ x 4’ Chicken Coop
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NEW!

4’ x 6’ Dutch Chicken Coop 

5’ x 8’ Board N Batten Coop 

3’ x 4’ Chicken Coop

3’ x 6’ Chicken Coop with Wheels

Keep your chickens warm with our heated roost!

A heat cable is installed in the 
chicken roost to heat it, keeping 
your chickens warm.

The litter tray allows for 
easy coop clean-out.
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gail damerOw

After several years of fussing over some of the less conve-
nient aspects of our cabinet incubator, we finally decided 
to stop complaining and do something about them. A little 

remodeling has made the incubator handier to operate.

Put It on Wheels
When we first set up the incubator we raised it off the floor 

onto a platform made from two-by-fours on edge. Lifting the in-
cubator a few inches off the floor made working with the hatching 
tray at the bottom a lot easier. But our incubator is tucked into a 

corner and getting at the back to clean out hatching fluff required 
manhandling the incubator on and off the platform. Not only was 
that unhandy, but the foil insulation underneath the incubator was 
getting trashed from all that sliding around.

So we decided to put the incubator on wheels. We bought two 
sets of two-inch diameter casters — a swivel set and a fixed set. As 
is standard practice, the fixed set went at the back and the swivel set 
went in front for easy steering and control from the front end.

We securely screwed each set of wheels to a 15-1/2 inch 
length of two-by-four and attached the two-by-fours to the bot-
tom of the incubator by screwing in recessed flathead screws 
from inside the incubator. Now the incubator can easily be rolled 
away from the corner to be cleaned from the back, or to clean 
the floor beneath and behind it. As an added bonus, being able 
to quickly roll the incubator out of its corner into better light 
allows a more thorough clean-up from the front.

Hinge the Back
Now that we could move the incubator more easily, we were 

encouraged to more often remove the back to clean out hatch-
ing fluff that invariably accumulates on the various operating 
mechanisms. Accumulated fluff eventually clogs up the works 
unless it is regularly cleaned out. But the way the incubator is 
designed, removing the back requires removing all the screws 
holding the back panel in place, which is unhandy and not 
conducive to frequent cleaning.

Two sets of 2-inch casters—one swivel, the other fixed—screwed 
to lengths of two-by-four make the cabinet incubator more 
maneuverable. Photos by Gail Damerow

The fixed wheels were applied to the back, the swivel wheels to 
the front, with recessed flathead screws screwed from the inside. 
(The prop board underneath kept the wheels from rolling while 
they were being screwed down.)

Fluff and other hatching mess at the bottom back of the incubator 
was impossible to reach without removing the back panel.

An 
accumulation of 

dust and chick 
fluff (not to 

mention dead 
spiders) would 
eventually clog 

up the works.

An Incubator Remodel
Makes Big Improvement in Ease of Use
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Since we were in the mood to make things easier and there-
fore more likely to get done, we decided to hinge and latch the 
back the same way the front door is hinged and latched. Luckily 
the manufacturer (GQF Manufacturing Co.) offers inexpensive 
hinges and latches as replacement parts, so we bought a set of 
four latches and a set of three hinges. In short order the back 
of the incubator is now as easy to open as the front. 

Removing the original screws from the back panel left a row 
of vertical screw holes along both sides of the back. Figuring 
the incubator didn’t need more vent holes than it came with, 
we sealed the holes by inserting slotted round-head 1/4-by-1/2 
inch machine bolts. We used bolts because we had them; the 
holes might just as well have been sealed with wood filler or 
short pieces of wood dowel.

tor’s high humidity. The screens could just as well have been 
attached with staples.

Of course, we have to be super careful to avoid letting the 
vent screens get clogged with fluff. With the back hinged, it’s 
a simple matter to open the back door and brush off the screens 
between hatches.

With hinges and latches, the back panel is as easy to open as the 
front. The old screw holes have been sealed with short machine 
bolts, although wood filler works too.

Of the six vent holes in the back panel, four have sliding covers 
and two remain open all the time. Window screening, applied 
with staples or aluminum tape (as shown here) will keep out 
mice, snakes, spiders, and mud daubers.

Rerail the Hatching Tray
One of the frustrations we had been experiencing is that 

the rails on which the hatching tray slides did not reach all 
the way to the front of the cabinet. In pulling out the tray—to 
put eggs in or take chicks out—we had to be careful not to 
slide the tray out so far it fell off the rails and dropped to the 
cabinet floor.

The sudden jolt wasn’t good for eggs or chicks. And if I 
removed the hatching tray to fill it with about-to-hatch eggs, 
it got so heavy that unless I had help I had trouble getting it 
back on the rails.

As it turns out, the screws originally holding the back of the 
incubator screwed into holes along two lengths of aluminum 

Screen the Vent Holes
The back panel of this incubator has six vent holes, four of 

which have slide-open covers for use in adjusting the humidity 
level. Two have no covers; they are supposed to remain open all 
the time to allow fresh air exchange during incubation. But we 
have a problem here with mice and mud daubers making nests 
in places that are inconvenient to us humans. Furthermore, one 
of our friendly local snakes could conceivably wiggle through 
an air vent to snack on eggs or chicks.

Two small squares of window screening solved the problem 
of potential entry by unwanted guests. We fixed the squares in 
place with aluminum foil tape because we had it, and since it’s 
designed to withstand moisture it won’t peel off in the incuba-
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angles exactly the same size and shape as 
the hatching tray rails. These metal pieces 
are a thoughtful touch on the part of the 
manufacturer, because if the screws were 
held only by wood, their frequent removal 
would quickly cause the screw holes to 
wear and stop holding. When we replaced 
the screws with hinges and latches, the 
metal screw holders were no longer needed 
at the back, so we removed them and cut 
off two pieces long enough to extend the 
hatching tray rails all the way to the front 
of the incubator.

Of course, we still have to be careful 
not to slide the tray all the way off the 
rails, especially since it would now come 
out of the incubator and flop down to the 
floor. But with the rail extensions we can 
see when the back part of the hatching 
tray is out from under the shadow cast 
by the trays above, giving us a sufficient 
visual cue to stop pulling before the tray 
comes out too far. Why the original rails 
don’t go all the way to the front of the 
cabinet is a complete mystery; the cost 
savings of using rails a few inches too 
short couldn’t be more than pennies.

When the hatching tray was pulled out 
part way to be filled with eggs or emptied 
of chicks, the front needed to be propped 
to keep the tray level, which may be done 
with a can of suitable height.
Below: Instead, a drop-down leg, attached 
through a hole drilled into the middle front 
of the hatching tray, is much handier than 
a juice can, and less likely to go missing 
when you need it. The incubation trays 
have been labeled A, B, C to help keep 
track of which eggs will hatch when.

Hatching tray rail extensions coming all 
the way to the front of the incubator let you 
see the back of the tray before it reaches 
the ends of the rails and slides off.

The original hatching tray rails didn’t come 
all the way to the front of the incubator, and 
the shadow cast by the upper trays made it 
difficult to tell when to stop pulling out the 
tray so it wouldn’t drop off the rails.

Get a Leg Up
Until now we had been propping 

the end of the pulled-out hatching tray 
with an old pineapple juice can, which 
we saved for the purpose because it was 
just the right height to keep the tray level 
while we put in eggs or took out chicks. 
Since we were in fix-it mode, we decided 
to add a permanent fold-down leg to the 
hatching tray.

For the leg we used a 1/4-by-3/4-
inch strip of wood, long enough to keep 
the hatching tray level when the front is 
pulled out with the back of the tray left 
on the rail extensions. We drilled a hole 
into the center front of the hatching tray 
and used it to fasten the leg in place with 
a screw, washer, and wing nut. When not 
in use, the leg is rotated out of the way.

Know Your ABCs
This incubator is designed for con-

tinuous hatching of chicken eggs. Once 
each week a tray is filled with eggs, 
and in 21 days when all three are full, 
the first eggs are moved to the hatching 
tray at the bottom and the empty tray 
is refilled. As the season rolls along, 
keeping track of which eggs are about to 
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hatch can be simplified by labeling the 
setting trays. We chose to mark them A, 
B, C instead of 1, 2, 3 to avoid including 
more numbers in the hatching record 
than were already furnished by setting 
dates, setting times, quantity of eggs set, 
and hatching dates.

The labels are handy for hatching 
chicken eggs, but indispensable when 
we include turkey or guinea eggs, which 
take a week longer to hatch. Our hatching 
chart lets us easily keep track of which 
eggs in which trays will hatch when.

Switch It
My first big cabinet incubator, a vin-

tage model, had separate off switches for 
the fan and heat. When I needed to open 
the door while the incubator was in use, 
I flipped off the fan so it wouldn’t draw 
in cool air while the door was open. This 
new incubator has no separate fan switch. 
In fact, it has no off-switch at all, so 
before the door is opened the plug must 
be pulled from the wall outlet. And since 
the plug is really tight (as it should be), 
frequent yanking results in wear and tear 
to the cord and plug. We fixed that by 
changing the outlet to a switched outlet. 
Now to turn off the incubator we just flip 
the wall switch.

Minor Changes, 
Big Improvement

To protect the top of the incubator 
from scratches and from splashed water 
when we fill the reservoir that sits on top, 
we cut a piece of shelf liner to fit. It’s a 
small thing, but we expect this incubator 

to last a long time and we intend to keep 
it as good looking as it is functional.

The changes we made to our cabinet 
incubator are relatively minor, but they 
resulted in a big improvement in its 
ease of use. More important, we now 
have quick access to the operating parts, 
ensuring they will be cleaned frequently 
to assure not only a long life for our 
indispensable incubator but also better 
hatching success.

Gail Damerow has been the leading 
expert on poultry for more than 30 years, 
with her first book on raising chickens 
published in 1976. She served as editor 
of Rural Heritage magazine for 17 years 
and is author of the newly updated and 
completely revised classic Storey’s Guide 
to Raising Chickens, along with these 
other books available from our book-
store on page 26: The Chicken Health 
Handbook, Your Chickens, Barnyard in 
Your Backyard, and Fences for Pasture 
& Garden. 

Offering day-old baby chicks, 
ducks, goslings, turkeys, 
guineas, and pheasants.  

Free
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Backyard Poultry Bookstore

dave hOlderread
Everything you need to know to raise ducks 
successfully. This comprehensive, fully 
illustrated guide takes you through every 
step of owning ducks. It provides the most 
up-to-date information on various breeds 
(including rare breeds), feeding, housing, 
egg production, health care and more. 
316 pages, $18.95

Storey’s Guide to Raising Ducks

Storey’s Guide to Raising Poultry
leOnard s. mercia

An invaluable resource for everyone who raises 
poultry. It contains the most comprehensive 
and current information on raising chickens, 
turkeys, waterfowl, and game birds. Covers 
breed selection (for both meat and egg pro-
duction), hatching, housing and equipment, 
feeding, and rearing. 343 pages, $18.95

Storey’s Guide to Raising Turkeys
leOnard s. mercia

Complete how-to information on raising 
turkeys from young poults to delicious, 
thick-breasted birds. Discussions on select-
ing the right turkey for your flock, breeding 
and management, processing, flock health, 
feeding and housing. Contains in-depth 
housing plan illustrations. Revised and 
updated. 199 pages, $18.95

carOl ekarius

Gorgeous, full-color photographs of more than 128 
birds. This definitive guide includes a brief history of the 
breed, detailed descriptions of identifying characteristics 
and colorful photographs that celebrate the birds’ quirky 
personalities and charming good looks. If it’s fowl facts 

and photos you want, you’ll find them all here! 278 pages, $24.95

Storey’s Illustrated Guide
to Poultry Breeds

gail damerOw
This  in format ive  book  for  bo th  beg in -
n i n g  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e d  c h i c k e n  o w n e r s 
is now completely updated. It covers breed selec-
tion, building feeders and shelters, how to collect 
and store your eggs to maintain freshness (or 
hatching), maintaining good flock health, rais-
ing broilers for meat, and showing your birds. 
341 pages, $19.95. 

Storey’s Guide to Raising Chickens

Chicken Coops
45 Plans For Housing Your Flock

Judy Pangman
Whether you keep one hen or 1,000 hens, you will 
find a housing plan in this comprehensive book. 
Coops range from fashionable backyard structures 
to large-scale, movable shelters. You will also find 
plans for converting trailer frames, greenhouses 
and sheds using recycled materials and simple 

ways to make waterers, feeders and nestboxes. 166 pages, $19.95

Gardening with Guineas
Jeannette s. FergusOn

This book is a delightful and informative guide 
to raising guinea fowl on a small scale. It covers 
the life of a guinea from egg to adult, includ-
ing incubation, feeding, housing, training and 
common problems. Jeannette includes informa-
tion on reasons for raising guinea fowl (they 

eat garden pests, ticks and hate snakes), what you need to know 
before you buy guineas, working with newborns and young keets, 
and much more. 131 pages, $14.95

gail damerOw
In this must-have reference for the small flock owner, Gail 
discusses the problems and diseases common to chickens 
of all breeds and all ages. It also explains how to hatch 
healthy chicks, provide proper nutrition, fight parasites, 
spot diseases and infections in their early stages, protect 
the flock from predators and building safe houses and 
yards. Practical charts help pinpoint common symptoms 
and causes of disease. An extensive listing provides quick 

access to treatments and remedies for everything from poor egg production to 
crooked toe syndrome. Generously illustrated. 344 pages, $19.95 

The Chicken Health Handbook

The Mating and Breeding 
of Poultry

harry m. lamOn & rOB r. slOcum
This book, first published in 1920, and now back in print, 
outlines all you need to know to become an accomplished 
breeder. It includes manipulating shape and color combina-

tions, preparing birds for weather, encouraging the juiciest meat and largest 
eggs and much more. Authors Lamon & Slocum were the Senior Poultrymen 
at the Bureau of Animal Industry for the USDA. 341 pages, $14.95

The Book of Geese
a Complete Guide to 

Raising the Home Flock

dave hOlderread
One of the classics of waterfowl management. 
An easy-to-read book with good illustrations 
and diagrams, takes you from the egg through 
incubation, gosling stage, feeding, hous-

ing, mating, health and physical problems. It covers all breeds 
of geese with descriptions of the traits unique to each breed. 
This really is the complete guide to raising the home flock. 
209 pages, $18.95



www.backyardpoultrymag.com        27April/May, 2010

How to Raise Poultry
Everything You Need to Know

christine heinrichs
If you want to raise poultry—for feathers or 
eggs, beauty or meat, pleasure or profit—this 
book is the perfect place to begin. Poultry expert 
Christine Heinrichs lays out the distinctions 
between waterfowl (ducks, geese and swans), 
turkeys, gamebirds (peafowl, pheasants, quail 

and others), ratites (ostriches, emus, and rheas), and pigeons. She then 
clearly details the very different requirements for raising each species, 
from feeding and housing to husbandry and health, to showing and 
marketing and legal concerns. Whether you’re thinking of starting a 
flock or acquiring a few feathered friends, this handy guide tells you 
everything you need to know. 192 pages, $19.95

How to Raise Chickens
Everything You Need to Know

christine heinrichs
This book is thoroughly modern and comprehen-
sive. It delivers everything the subtitle promises: 
“Everything you need to know—Breed guide and 
selection—Proper care and healthy feeding—
Building facilities and fencing—Showing advice.” 

And it’s all presented in the context of today’s small, backyard flock. 
How to Raise Chickens might sound like a simple premise for a poultry 
book but this one goes way beyond the how-tos. 191 pages, $19.95

Chickens have become the mascot of the local 
food movement. A desire for sustainable, clean, 
wholesome food and superior soil quality has 
led more and more suburban and city dwellers to 
keep laying hens in their backyards and gardens. 
City Chicks is an excellent resource for the begin-

ner or avid chicken enthusiast. 460 pages, $22.50

City Chicks
Keeping Micro-flocks of Laying Hens 
as Garden Helpers, Compost Makers, 

Bio-recyclers and Local Food Suppliers

Patricia FOreman

Your Chickens
A Kid’s Guide to Raising and Showing

gail damerOw
Your Chickens tells you everything that you 
need to know about raising chickens, including 
information on choosing, purchasing, raising 
and showing all types. Whether you want to raise 
chickens for fun or to make money, Gail Damerow 
gives you her friendly and wise advice on the 

subject. You will also find important charts and checklists. You’ll learn 
the answers to such questions as: • What type of chicken should I raise? 
• Where will I keep my chickens? • How can I help my chickens stay 
healthy? • How do I raise my chickens to get the best eggs? • What 
should I feed my chickens? 156 pages, $14.95
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Breeding for Breed Improvement
harvey ussery

www.themOdernhOmestead.us

Smart gardeners save their own 
seeds, with the result that with the 
passing of the seasons their crops 

are ever more tailored to their specific 
conditions of soil and climate, and to their 
gardening practices. Similarly, flock 
owners who take up the work of serious 
breeding are rewarded with flocks that are 
ever more fine-tuned to their own context. 
Like gardeners who share their seeds, they 
also contribute to the improvement of the 
breeds they work with, a gift to “poultry 
people” everywhere—and to the future.

Poultry Breeding Today
At one time it was common for small 

farm poultry keepers to do their own 
breeding—indeed, that was the basis of 
the development of distinctive breeds in 
the first place: individual efforts to tailor 
one’s flock to suit one’s own needs, pro-
duction goals, and conditions. Things have 
changed—few poultry people are doing 
serious breeding for production traits any 
more. We have accepted the dominance of 
the market by the Big Boys—the Tysons, 
the Perdues, the Hy-Lines—and relegated 
to them the task of breeding for produc-
tion. They have done so brilliantly, but 
only within a highly confined and increas-
ingly artificial production model. 

Those breeding for show may do 
equally brilliant breeding work, but—
since production traits such as egg laying 
and rate of growth cannot be judged in the 
show cage—breeders win competitions 
by emphasizing the fine points of line and 
comb and color, even if they’re breeding 
hens that lay a dozen eggs a year. 

Meanwhile, backyard flocksters like 
me and most readers of this magazine have 
gotten used to the ease and convenience of 
ordering our chicks from big centralized 
hatcheries, who are thus by default the ones 
who determine the production traits in the 
breeds we raise. We may do some hatching 
of our own, to save money on replacement 
stock or simply because it’s fun, but few of 
us are doing the serious work of making our 
flock’s next generation measurably more 
productive than the last. 

Meanwhile our surrender of the funda-
mental decisions about breeds and levels 
of productivity leads to the wholesale loss 
of former breeds—as in forever—and 
an increasingly critical need for con-
servation breeding to keep historic and 
traditional breeds (or at least those the 
industry has no interest in) from going 
extinct. While heroic efforts go into this 
attempt, the American Livestock Breeds 
Conservancy (ALBC) argues that trying 
to save historic breeds in effect as zoo 
specimens—simply keeping in being 
a “library” of useful DNA—is in the 
long term doomed to failure. People are 
not going to do the hard work of breed 
improvement without a clear sense of 
“what’s in it for me?” That is, only if our 
interest in breeding has to do with utiliz-
ing the production traits for which breeds 
were developed in the first place, will we 
stick with the conservation project. Only 
if we see good economic reasons (in the 
broadest sense) to provide the family or 
local markets with eggs from Anconas or 
true (pre-industrial) Leghorns rather than 
GoGo Comets or Super Sex-Links—or 
New Hampshire or Delaware broilers in 
lieu of Cornish Cross—will we take the 
lead in breeding for production.

The Delaware is a good example. 
At one time it was the foundation of the 
commercial broiler industry. Following 
the “Cornish Cross revolution,” however, 
it was relegated to show-circuit status, 

and production—rate of growth, mature 
size, egg production—declined. That has 
been the fate of other former production 
breeds as well.

So much for the bad news. The good 
news is that the field is thus wide open 
for homestead and small farm breeders to 
restore some of the traditional breeds to 
serious levels of utility—that is, to make 
them productive enough to efficiently 
supply the family or small local markets. 
And within neglected traditional breeds, 
there is a lot of leeway for big gains in 
productivity in a relatively short time. 

ALBC led the way in 2006 and 2007 
with an attempt to restore the Buckeye, 
at one time an outstanding dual purpose 
breed developed in Ohio at the end of 
the 1890s, but badly neglected as a pro-
duction breed. Under the management 
of Don Schrider, using well established 
selection principles laid down in earlier 
models for farm-level breeding, the pro-
gram achieved in just three years an av-
erage increase of one pound live weight, 
and a decrease from twenty weeks to 
reach slaughter weight, down to sixteen 
weeks. Impressive gains indeed, and an 
illustration of what is possible in a serious 
breed improvement program. 

More recently, Will Morrow of Whit-
more Farm in Maryland initiated resto-

A pair of Whitmore Farm Delawares. In 
just a few generations of judicious selection, 
Will Morrow has bred his Delawares back 
to their previous high standards for both 
meat and egg production. 
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ration breeding of the much-neglected 
Delaware. Using the principles of the 
ALBC Buckeye program to identify and 
select his best performers, he brought 
his Delawares back up to the American 
Poultry Association’s standard weights 
in two generations.

It is important to note that in both Will’s 
work with the Delaware and in Don’s with 
the Buckeye, weight gains did not require 
sacrifice of good egg production levels. To 
be sure, there are genetic limits on possible 
gains; and at a certain point in a production 
breeding project continued gains in meat 
qualities will come at the expense of laying 
capacity, and vice versa. In breeds whose 
productive traits have declined, however, 
gains in both may be possible.

Setting the Goals of the
Breeding Project

Will Morrow observes that the first 
critical decision is whether to work with 
a cross (a hybrid between breeds) or with 
a traditional breed. It’s even possible 
to cross between modern hybrids and a 
traditional breed, as Tim Shell did when 
he crossed Delaware cocks onto a propri-
etary strain of Cornish Cross to create his 
“Corndel,” a true-breeding broiler strain 
more suited than the Cornish Cross to 
production in pastured models.

Will points out that a breeding proj-
ect based on a cross such as Tim’s (or 
between two meatier traditional breeds 
such as New Hampshire and Delaware, a 
common cross before “the Cornish Cross 
revolution”) could make faster progress 
initially—“hybrid vigor” in the F1 gen-
eration means that average performance 
of offspring will be better than that of the 
parents. But such a cross is a “terminal 
cross,” and the F2 generation will be “all 
over the map” genetically, with as many 
under-performers as high-performers. Will 
believes you will get better performance in 
the F2 and subsequent generations through 
selective breeding of purebreds than a 
terminal F1 cross between breeds.

Many breeds have been developed 
to maximize egg production, with some 
sacrifice of meat characteristics; and 
it is perfectly legitimate to work with 
such a traditional egg breed to improve 
laying performance. If the aim is a good 
meat bird, however, one should breed to 
improve egg production as well as meat 
traits. After all, a breeding program with 
a lower average rate of lay requires more 
hens to provide the required hatching 
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in previous, more hands-on farming eras, 
which ALBC’s Buckeye project and its 
offshoots emphasize.

In General
Current standards for the breeds were 

set with reference to their utilitarian traits. 
Thus it is important to breed to the estab-
lished breed standard.

Both rate of growth and mature size 
are key economic factors, so both must be 
carefully tracked prior to selection. Note 
that the two are not always positively cor-
related, however. Both are important, so it 
is desirable to use as breeders both those 
individuals with a good rate of growth, and 
those who attain a larger adult weight.

In order to measure progress between 
generations, it is critical to weigh at exactly 
the same age when evaluating prospective 
breeders. ALBC recommends weighing 
at eight weeks, and again at sixteen. Will 
Morrow has found that individuals with 
superior weight performance at earlier 
stages tend to be superior in later stages 
as well, so he weighs at twelve weeks 
only, an acceptable slaughter age for his 
Delaware broilers. 

Obviously the breeder selects as 
breeders the best individuals in the flock. 
Within this “very best” group, however, 
one should observe a sort of “Goldilocks” 
principle. It is not always a good idea, for 
example, to use excessively large or exces-
sively fast growing individuals, who often 
have a tendency toward immune system 
weakness. Similarly, unusually large eggs 
should not be selected, since they may 
have more problems with hatchability.

eggs, resulting in lower efficiency in the 
breeding project. Note how this consider-
ation introduces a strong incentive toward 
improving both laying and meat qualities, 
which may explain historically why so 
many preferred farm breeds have been 
dual purpose. It may be that production 
breeding is about putting the “dual” back 
into “dual purpose.”

If one is breeding for superior meat 
qualities, what does “superior” mean—a 
bird that grows faster to slaughter 
weight, or one with superior flavor? 
If one is growing to sell, pricing con-
straints in a market that demands plump 
carcasses and is less discriminating 
about flavor may dictate the former 
choice. In that case, breeder Matt John 
of Shady Lane Farm in Indiana advises 
that the best bet might be to work with 
one of four traditional breeds that have 
been neglected since the Cornish Cross 
became the standard broiler choice, but 
which retain the genetics from earlier 
breeding for efficient meat produc-
tion—Naked Neck, New Hampshire, 
Plymouth Rock (White or Barred), and 
Delaware. 

Matt precedes each of those breed 
names with “the true,” and advises that one 
seek out well maintained original strains, 
since there have come to be so many 
“knock-offs” of these traditional breeds 
offered by hatcheries, often drastically be-
low their previous productivity levels. Don 
Schrider told me a story that illustrates the 
point: On a visit at a North Carolina farm 
in 2007 from the noted poultry breeder 
Frank Reese, Jr., Frank asked Don to close 
his eyes and handle a hatchery Plymouth 
Rock hen. Don exclaimed in surprise: “Her 
body is shaped just like a Leghorn—and 
she is just as small!”

 For breeders not constrained to make 
maximum slaughter weight their first 
priority, dedication to producing a truly 
“gourmet” fowl might incline one to 
work with breeds that are slower grow-
ing but have traditionally been valued 
as superior table fowl—Dorking, La 
Flèche, Crèvecoeur, Houdan, and Old 
English Game.

Improvement Breeding in Practice
There are many possible poultry 

breeding systems. Whatever the system 
chosen, however, the process starts with 
selection of superior individuals to breed. 
The rest of this article presents some of 
the guiding principles and practices used 

The Importance of Culling
No practice is more important for breed 

improvement than heavy culling rates. 
Ideally, starting with large numbers makes 
possible both high culling rates and desir-
able numbers of breeders, while retaining 
as few as five percent—no more than ten 
percent—from each mating as breeders. 
Will Morrow started his Delaware breed-
ing project with 250 hatching eggs from a 
large hatchery, and culled in the first year 
to the top ten percent of the resulting birds 
to serve as breeders. Since that time, he 
hatches about 200 Delaware chicks each 
year as potential breeders; and selects the 
top five percent of cockerels (since fewer 
cocks are needed in the breeding program) 
and the top twenty percent of pullets.

In a recovery project in which only 
small numbers of individuals are avail-
able, one will not have the luxury of start-
ing with a large pool of potential breeders. 
In this case as well, however, the key is 
heavy culling, keeping at most no more 
than one chick for every ten hatched.

Note that this “ten percent rule” ap-
plies to each line the breeder is working 
with, and to each mating in the breeding 
season. The top ten percent in each batch of 
offspring must be selected for breeding, in 
order to maintain genetic diversity. The po-
tential gene pool would shrink, and whole 
genetic lines could be lost, if the breeder 
selects only the top ten percent of all chicks 
hatched in the breeding season.

Homestead breeders might be daunted 
by the desirability to work with such large 
potential breeder pools. A useful strategy 
would be to divide a joint project with a 
partner in order to produce high numbers 
overall, and treat the two lots as one breed-
ing flock when the time comes to evaluate 
and cull. While culling rates of ninety 
percent or so may sound drastic, the frugal 
breeder can simply utilize the culls as the 
family’s supply of table fowl, in lieu of 
raising separate batches of “meat birds.” 

Selecting for Egg Production
Certain traits related to high egg pro-

duction can only be determined through 
hand selection: space between the pubic 
bones, space between the pubic bones and 
the tip of the keel, a soft pliable abdomen, 
and other structural indicators of large 
internal capacity for the reproductive 
organs. (See Don Schrider’s “How to 
Get More Eggs!” on page 32 for more 
on identifying productive hens.)

Attention to molting characteristics 

Buckeye cock. In the late 1890s, Nettie 
Metcalf of Ohio bred her dual-purpose, 
winter hardy Buckeye out of Barred 
Plymouth Rocks, Buff Cochins and black-
breasted red games. Photo courtesy of 
Miki Schrider, North Carolina.



www.backyardpoultrymag.com        31April/May, 2010

aids selection of high-producing hens. 
Hens that wait until after October 1 to 
begin molting are generally those who 
have laid best in the laying season. Those 
who molt quickly and get back to the 
business of laying will produce more 
eggs in a year’s time. 

The more the performance of individual 
hens can be tracked, the more accurate the 
selection of breeders; and only the use of 
trap nests yields specific production data 
for individual hens. (See the sidebar to 
“Breeding the Homestead Flock” in the 
Backyard Poultry Feb/March, 2007 issue, 
or online at www.themodernhomestead.us.) 
Nest trapping may or may not fit into a given 
breeding project, since it is time consuming; 
but if used will enable more targeted selec-
tion of high-laying breeders. If maintenance 
of winter production is important in the 
breeding program, for example, tracking 
of eggs laid in winter by individual hens is 
necessary for breeder selection.

Remember that the male transmits 
genetics for egg production as well: A cock 
with a productive dam will tend to pass 
the trait to his daughter progeny. Cocks 
should be hand selected with reference to 
the same conformation criteria used for 
selecting productive hens.

Selecting for Meat Production
Judging the capacity for meat produc-

tion is not just a matter of weighing the 
growing birds at a given age or checking 
fleshing of the breast. Certain structural 
characteristics are necessary to realize 
a bird’s potential for putting on muscle. 
Heart girth; flatness, length, and breadth 
of back; depth of body; straightness and 
length of keel—all are related to allowance 
of room for a large digestive system and 
hence capacity for growth. For producing 
good table fowl, therefore, hand selection 
is also essential when choosing breeders.

A couple of other less intuitive traits 
correlate to good meat qualities: The width 
of the skull is related to the structural traits 
mentioned above, and is an indicator of 
productive capacity. Birds with wider 
feathers tend to grow faster. (Wider feath-
ers retain body heat better than narrow 
ones, thus more energy from the bird’s 
food is available for growth.)

Other Selection Criteria
It is essential not to focus blindly or 

exclusively on production traits (rate of 
growth, fleshing, egg production) to the ex-
clusion of all else, since productive capacity 

depends on a high level of health and vigor 
in the bird overall. Traits like longevity, rate 
of growth, disease resistance, early onset of 
lay—are controlled by interrelated sets of 
genes. It is better to choose breeders with a 
good balance of such traits, in preference to 
birds who excel at a single production trait 
alone. It is especially important to eliminate 
as a breeder any bird who has suffered 
illness. The chicken’s immune response 
is naturally robust—our breeding efforts 
should help keep it so.

As long as breeders of whatever age, 
male or female, are meeting the require-
ments of the breeding program, they 
should be retained as breeders, to foster 
longevity and more extended productiv-
ity in future generations.

Emphasis should be strongly on 
production traits early in the breeding 
program. Once the flock’s production is 
making significant improvement, second-
ary traits such as desired feather and egg 
shell color can be selected for as well.

The breeder should not hesitate to 
“push” his breeders to environmental ex-
tremes. A major reason for the hardiness 
of the New Hampshire Red is the fact that 
Andrew Christie, when developing this 
breed out of the Rhode Island Red, se-
lected his breeders based on how well they 
did in minimal shelters exposed on pasture 
to his harsh New Hampshire winters.

Minimum standards for retention for 
breeding should become more stringent 
each year. In the best case, the standard 
this year will be what the best achieved 
last year.

After Selection
The above observations have focused 

on the selection process for a successful 
breed improvement project. How the 
breeder proceeds after selecting the small 
numbers to be used for breeding the new 
generation is the next challenge. There 
are many different breeding systems from 
which to choose. Some require complex 
tracking of individual breeders through 
multiple generations. As with use of trap 
nests, the enhanced specificity may or 
may not be judged worth the additional 
time and effort. Fortunately, more simple 
breeding management systems that mini-
mize record keeping are available.

Creative, intelligent, adaptive breed-
ing results in strains uniquely suited to the 
breeder’s production goals, management 
model, and climate conditions. Like past 
breeding efforts that gave us the array of 

A Few Resources For a Breed 
Improvement Project

• American Livestock Breeds Conser-
vancy bases its work on the proposition 
that breed conservation depends on the 
restoration of the economic qualities of 
historic and traditional breeds in dan-
ger of extinction. ALBC, P.O. Box 477, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312; www.albc-usa.
org; 919-542-5704. ALBC offers three 
excellent guides to selection of breeders, 
in addition to record keeping forms and 
other resources for a breeding project, 
at http://www.albc-usa.org/Education-
alResources/
• Don Schrider’s “Productive Purebred 
Poultry” in the Backyard Poultry, June/
July, 2007 issue offers useful informa-
tion to guide a breeding project. 
• If you’re interested in working with 
Whitmore Farm DelawareS after read-
ing this article, you can get some of Will 
Morrow’s stock (chicks or hatching eggs) 
online at www.whitmorefarm.com.
• The restored Buckeye may have struck 
your fancy as well. Chicks are available 
from Matt John’s Shady Lane Farm: 
P.O. Box 612, Columbus, IN 47201; 812-
603-7722; http://shadylanepoultry.com 
and from Sand Hill Preservation Center, 
1878 230th St., Calamus, IA 52729; 563-
246-2299; www.sandhillpreservation.
com/catalog/chickens.html#misc.
• The American Buckeye Poultry Club 
is an active club devoted to conservation 
and dissemination of this breed, with a 
host of top breeders and an excellent 
board and advisors: http://american-
buckeyepoultryclub.com. See “Buckeyes: 
All-American Chickens” in the Backyard 
Poultry, Dec, 09/Jan, 10 issue.

useful breeds we know today, it is as well 
a gift to the future. It is poultry husbandry 
that makes a difference. 

Text © Harvey Ussery, 2010; themod-
ernhomestead.us 

Harvey Ussery and his wife Ellen live 
on 2-1/2 acres near the Blue Ridge in 
Northern Virginia. They produce much of 
their own food—including all their eggs 
and dressed poultry from a mixed pas-
tured flock—and offer their homestead as 
model and inspiration to others aspiring 
to the homesteading life.

Harvey has written for Mother 
Earth News and Countryside & Small 
Stock Journal. He is writing a book, The 
Modern Homestead Poultry Flock, to be 
published next year by Chelsea Green 
Publishing. Visit his website at www.
themodernhomestead.us.
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PhOtOs By dOrOthy stahlin

The egg laying process is part of 
a natural cycle of reproduction. 
Chickens have been selected to 

extend this reproduction cycle to the 
point where the very best layers will 
lay over 300 eggs per year! So what is 
going on in today’s chickens to cause 
such a large number of eggs and how 
can we manage them to achieve the best 
results?

Hormones
Have you ever been present when any-

thing was born? If so you may understand 
that a body about to give birth is raging 
with hormones. These hormones signal the 
soft tissues to elongate and become more 
elastic prior to the actual birthing process. 
We should think of the hen as an animal 
that is giving birth nearly ever day for the 
majority of each year.

When hormone production is high 
in the hen, egg laying will be at peak. 
Some of the indicators of hormone level 
will be the soft tissues of the hen. Her 
skin will become velvety soft and elastic. 
Her comb will increase in size and, on 

many single comb breeds, will tend to 
lop over. Her vent will increase in size 
dramatically to allow eggs to pass more 
easily. And her ovaries will increase in 
size, causing the tip of her keel bone to 
move further away from the two pelvic 
bones. Thus her abdomen will be large 
and soft when pressed.

In the hen, the pituitary gland is the 
source of hormone production. This 
gland is stimulated by sunlight – the more 
hours of sun a hen receives the more hor-
mones are produced, telling her body to 
prepare for egg production. To be at peak 
production a hen needs approximately 14 
hours of light. During winter months we 
may extend the amount of natural day-
light by adding lights with timers in our 
coops. It takes approximately three weeks 
before the extended day length results in 
increased egg production.

Body Condition
Ever heard the old axiom, “The eye 

of the master fattens the calf”? In four 
legged animals one can easily tell body 
condition by feeling along the spine. 
Since fat is deposited on either side of the 
spine, when an animal is thin the spine 
feels like sharp, high peaks. Similarly, 

EGGS!

When a hen is in production, the 
soft tissues of the egg manufacturing 
organs increase in size causing the 
distance between the pelvic and keel 
bones to increase—in this case, to over 
four fingers deep. Notice that the vent 
is wide, soft, and pale in color.

On this hen, using our fingers laid 
horizontally, the distance between 
pelvic and keel bones is only two fingers 
deep. Also, her abdomen is firm and 
not yet soft and pliable. She is not in 
production.

How to Get More

Measuring the fat on the same hen 
as above after five weeks of adjusting 
her diet by removing corn, adding 
oats, and adding a small amount of 
apple cider vinegar to her drinking 
water. Notice the fat is only about 
3/8" thick, the skin is now pale, and 
her vent has increased in size—she 
has begun egg production.

The pelvic bones are located just below 
the vent. This hen has a wide, pale vent, 
with pelvic bones well separated—
indicating she is in good production.

This is an excellent example of a very 
fat hen. Notice her vent is small and 
very yellow, she is storing her food and 
not utilizing it. The distance between 
my thumb and forefinger indicates the 
amount of fat around one of her pelvic 
bones—well over a half inch thick! 
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when an animal is fat we feel a valley 
where the spine should be – the fat is now 
higher than the spine. 

Studies have shown that animals in 
ideal breeding condition are neither fat nor 
thin. They should be in good body condi-
tion with a slight bit of fat. Simply put, a 
thin animal has no reserves. Its body needs 
a goodly portion of what it consumes. A fat 
animal is in a stage of storing nutrients for 
future use. But an animal that has a small 
amount of fat is able to put a greater per-
centage of the nutrients it consumes into 
its production—it is in ideal condition for 
reproductive health.

A hen in good laying condition cannot 
be fat, she need not be too thin either; 
what we want is good condition a bit 
closer to thin than to fat. On four legged 
animals the spine would feel like soft, 
rounded hills. But how can we tell con-
dition on poultry? Since poultry lay fat 
on differently than four legged animals, 
we have to look elsewhere as the spine 
is not the indicator we need. On poultry 
we need only examine the pelvic bones 
as indicators of body condition.

Measuring Condition
The pelvic bones can be found by 

feeling the abdomen just below the vent 
of the hen. They feel like two parallel 
bumps. If you pinch at the point where 
one pelvic bone protrudes you can get a 
feel for thickness. You should be pinching 
on the left and right sides of the bone, not 
the top and bottom. 

What you are feeling is skin, gristle, 
fat, and bone. A hen that is too fat will 
have a lump of fat coating this area that 
feels a solid half-inch thick or even more! 
A hen very thin will have pelvic bones 
that feel 1/16" thick or less. A hen in ideal 
condition will have pelvic bones that feel 
about 1/8" to 1/4" thick.

Since we want our poultry in top 
condition for production of eggs, and 
since we cannot see body condition as 
the feathers obscure the actual body, 
every good poultryman or poultrywoman 
should handle their hens from time to 
time. Check the body condition by feel-
ing the pelvic bones. You can also have 
fun with your friends by catching a fat 
hen and a thin hen and challenge them 
to guess which hen is fattest!

Diet
Feed manufacturers sell us what they 

consider complete rations. These feeds 

AMERAUCANA

DELAWARE

MARANS

WELSUMMER

Shipping day old chicks and hatching 
eggs February through June.

Online ordering only

info@whitmorefarm.com   www.whitmorefarm.com

The chicken tractor that 
works and lasts.

Quail Manufacturing • Partridge, KS 67566  

Call 877-567-5617
www.eggcartn.com

• Compact and easy to move
• Upper level provides space for feed, 
   water, two nests, and predator safe roosting
• Lower level is for scratching and grazing
• Measures 4' x 6' and accommodates 12 hens
• Affordable, shippable, and easy to 
  assemble

 

have been formulated to contain all the in-
gredients necessary to sustain the bird for 
the purpose designed—i.e., layer feeds are 
formulated for maximum egg production. 
But we often forget two very important 
points: First, that this is America and our 
business philosophy is to provide exactly 
what is needed and not waste money on 
extras. Second, that we backyard poultry 
enthusiasts provide our chickens with 
access to outdoors – our chickens are not 
caged in a building depending on one 
source of food for all of their nutrition.

Given the opportunity, a hen will 
balance her diet naturally. Much as a 
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woman has cravings during pregnancy, a 
biological process that naturally attracts 
her to consume nutrients needed that 
can be found in large quantities in some 
foodstuffs, a hen that has had too much of 
one nutrient will tend to consume another. 
For instance, a hen that has eaten a large 
number of insects, high in protein and 
amino acids, will tend to begin consum-
ing more grasses and green stuffs.

Many of us supplement our chickens 
with some grains, especially during 
winter. We should keep in mind what 
these grains do and what effect they are 
having on our flock. Corn is the great 
fattening grain. It supplies a large amount 
of betacaratine to make yolks orange (as 
well as beaks and legs in yellow legged 
breeds). Too much corn, fat the hen 
does make! Oats supply calcium and are 
great for growth of tender muscle and 
egg production. Too much oats though 
and the yolks get pale in color. Wheat 
is another great poultry grain. Wheat 
is good as it encourages heat produc-
tion and it provides oil for the feathers 
to help resist weather. Too much wheat 
can fatten a hen, though it is rare that a 
hen eats too much wheat. Rye provides 
some wonderful vitamins, but too much 
rye will cause loose, dark colored stools. 
Sunflower seeds and peanuts are good for 
poultry too. But though both are high in 
protein they are also high in fat. So it is 
recommended to feed sunflower seeds 
and peanuts (usually crushed) selectively 
so as not to over fatten hens.

Our hens on range do need a good 

Observing the comb and wattles of your 
hens is a clue to determining which are 
in good laying production. The hen on the left has a small amount of hormones 
coursing through her body. Her comb is small and her wattles have just started to 
soften and elongate. The hen on the right is in full production. The hormones have 
caused her comb to enlarge and lop and her wattles to elongate. Her comb and 
wattles are also soft and pliable to the touch.

base ration, but they will selectively draw 
on it as a part of their whole diet. Provid-
ing some grains can be good as long as 
we keep in mind their effects. Providing 
simple things like access to oyster shell, 
grit, and a poultry mineral will greatly 
help our hens balance their diet.

Water
The contents of an egg are visibly wet. 

Simply put, a hen needs to drink enough 
water to produce an egg and to account for 
the amount of moisture her body has lost 
during the day. (Remember, our skin gets 
dry in the winter and so does the hen’s.) 

If our hens only have a small period 
in which their water is not frozen, then 
we are less likely to see any eggs. Work-
ing to water more frequently or using a 
heater to keep the water fresh will help 
egg production greatly.

One quick thought – water containers 
should be kept clean and the water fresh. 
This will provide good-tasting water 
and our hens will drink much more. One 
method for keeping the water container 
clean is to add apple cider vinegar to the 
water at a rate of one tablespoon per gal-

Simple Steps To Get More Eggs
• Extend day length to 14 hours
• Check body condition of hens
• Adjust diet to encourage egg
 production
• Provide clean, unfrozen water
• Put fat hens on a diet

lon. This changes the pH balance of the 
water and discourages algae and bacteria. 
If you use a raw cider (has sediment or 
“mother”) the birds will be getting a nice 
supplement as well.

Putting Fat Hens on a Diet
If we check ours hens and find them 

too fat, we simply need to adjust our 
management to get them into egg laying 
condition. First, let’s adjust diet – stop 
feeding scratch feed to encourage them to 
eat more of the base layer ration. Provide 
some oats in the litter to encourage them to 
scratch (exercise), to give them a treat (re-
duce boredom), and to help stimulate egg 
production. And be sure they have access 
to fresh, clean, unfrozen water daily.

Next, we increase their exercise level. 
We extend the day length by adding lights 
on a timer set to extend the morning 
hours (that way they roost properly at 
night). This encourages them to get up 
earlier and to move around more. We 
give them a late day feeding of oats (as 
mentioned above) in their litter, which 
gives them exercise and helps turn the 
bedding. Finally, we encourage them to 
venture outside to roam more. We can 
place feeders and waterers a little farther 
away each morning and they will natu-
rally venture farther.

Additionally, we can add thinning 
supplements. Apple cider in the drinking 
water has the effect to help slim our hens. 
Leafy greens are bulky, so while provid-
ing some good nutrients they also help a 
hen feel full sooner.

By examining our hens we can under-
stand what they need, and what we need 
to do, in order to produce more eggs. So 
pick up your hens and check to see if they 
are too fat. But let’s not condemn the fat 
hen too quickly, as we are the “master” 
that fattened her!

Text  Don Schrider, 2010. All rights 
reserved.

Don Schrider is a nationally recog-
nized poultry breeder and expert. He has 
written for publications such as Backyard 
Poultry, Countryside and Small Stock 
Journal, Mother Earth News, Poultry 
Press, and the newsletter and poultry 
resources of the American Livestock 
Breeds Conservancy. To visit the online 
poultry resources of the American Live-
stock Breeds Conservancy, visit: www.
albc-usa.org/EducationalResources/
chickens.html.
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People raise chickens for all differ-
ent reasons. Some want meat and 
eggs for the family. Some like the 

competition and comradery of the show 
circuit. Still others just like the sound of 
a rooster and the entertainment chickens 
can provide. Regardless of your reason 
for having chickens, there is no reason 
why your hobby can’t pay for itself. At 
a minimum, you should know what your 
eggs are costing you so you can have 
a response when your spouse starts to 
notice the expanding poultry population. 
And they will notice.

Although there are numerous benefits 
to keeping chickens, a steady supply of 
eggs is the most obvious. In addition to 
feeding your family and friends, how 
many of you take extra eggs to the of-
fice to sell to co-workers? Or, perhaps 
you have an entrepreneurial child that 
sells eggs to the neighbors. Most people 
price their eggs based on the prices they 
see at the local supermarket. Although 
such a comparison to your competition 
is helpful, I would venture to guess that 
you are losing money on your eggs if they 

are priced that way. Eggs in the local gro-
cery store come from factory farms that 
are able to produce eggs at much lower 
costs than you or I ever could. A better 
way to price your eggs is to know what 
they are costing you to produce. There are 
three key parameters needed to make that 
calculation: number of eggs produced, 
pounds of feed consumed, and cost of 
feed. Pounds of feed consumed will vary 
depending on how heavily the hens are 
laying. The more eggs they lay, the more 
they will eat. That’s why you may notice 
that they eat a lot more in the spring 
during peak egg production. Below is a 
graph showing how egg production varies 
by the time of year for the four different 
breeds that we raise. Adding lights in the 

poultry house in the winter increases egg 
production. Since we don’t use lights in 
the winter, there is a dramatic drop off in 
egg production after the daylight length 
dips below 12 hours a day, which is Oc-
tober in our area. 

The best thing to do is to have a wall 
calendar located near where you clean 
and sort your eggs. Simply make note of 
how many eggs you collected that day. Be 
sure to include any broken or old, found 
eggs as well. The hen should get credit 
for producing those even if the eggs don’t 
make it to the carton. At the end of the year, 
you can generate your own graph similar 
to this one. If you house different breeds 
in different coops you can also compare 
lay rates like we do. Once a month, make 
note on the same calendar how many hens 
you have. Any serious chicken addict 
will have a hen count that goes up and 
down throughout the year depending on 
how many new birds are coming on line 
and how many birds are sold or culled. 
Predators will also affect your monthly 
hen count. It doesn’t matter what day of the 
month you count your hens and it doesn’t 
have to be on the same day every month. 
This is more to help you calculate the lay 
rate in your flock than the cost of egg pro-
duction. Lay rate is another important trait 
that should have your attention.

Calculating the amount of feed your 
chickens consume can be a little trickier 
depending on how you are set up. You can 
either measure it at the feeders or where 
you store it prior to going into the feed-

Eggs from backyard chickens that are allowed to free range are fresher, lower in 
cholesterol and higher in vitamins than eggs from industrial farms. This makes them 
more valuable. They should be priced accordingly.
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ers. Our feeders hold a lot of feed. We let 
our storage bin completely empty before 
we refill it. The feeders in the coop won’t 
empty in the time it takes us to get more 
feed into the storage bin. Write down every 
time you buy feed and how much. If you 
want to be more precise, you can weigh 
your feeders empty, and then weigh them 
full, so you know how much they hold. 
Then you would calculate the number of 
eggs laid in the time it takes the chickens 
to empty the feeders. The manufacturer’s 
label on some feeders tells you how much 
feed they hold. Just as with your storage 
containers, it is a good idea to let your 
feeders completely empty before refilling. 
It prevents old feed from accumulating in 
the bottom of the troughs and molding.

Now you need to pick a window of 
time where you can analyze the data. I 
like to use the time period between feed 
purchases because my jaw usually drops 
every time I get the feed bill. And, I want 
to make sure the chickens are paying their 
rent. But you can just as easily pick the 
time period it takes for the feeders in the 
coop to empty completely after filling. I 
like to focus on the spring and summer 
months for calculating egg production 
costs because we don’t use lights on 
our birds to push egg production in the 
winter. See sample calculation for Whit-
more Farm below. In this calculation, it 
cost $0.14 in feed to produce each egg, 
or $1.68/doz. You still have to add your 

carton and label costs. Don’t forget to 
add the shipping costs to the cost of your 
cartons and labels. Shipping and handling 
fees can be substantial for bulky items.

Additional Benefits:
Fertilizer from Manure

There is another product that chick-
ens give us that we frequently overlook. 
Those little droppings, when not on the 
front porch, contribute fertilizer to the 
lawn, orchard, or garden, depending on 
where you let your birds range. Those 
dropping have value in the form of nu-
trients; specifically, Nitrogen (N), Phos-
phorous (P) and Potassium (K). There 
are many more micro-nutrients in poultry 
manure, not to mention precious organic 
matter, but for the purposes of assigning a 
dollar value to the droppings, we’ll focus 
on the three major fertilizer components: 
N-P-K. When you buy fertilizer in a 
store, by law it states the N-P-K value 
on the bag. It tells you the percentage, 
by weight, of nitrogen, phosphorus and 
potassium you are purchasing. Freshly 
voided poultry manure averages 1.4-1.0-
0.6. There are slight differences between 
layers, broilers, and turkeys, but this is a 
good average benchmark to use. Chicken 
manure is 1.4% nitrogen, 1.0% phospho-
rus, and 0.6% potassium by weight. 

Chickens generate between 0.20 - 0.34 
lbs. of manure per bird, per day, on average. 
I like to use the midrange of 0.27 lbs. per 

bird per day. The exact number will vary 
by age, breed, time of year, and diet. Using 
our example, we can calculate the value of 
the fertilizer our chickens so generously 
shared with us during that same time pe-
riod. In order to do that, we need to know 
the cost of fertilizer. In my area, nitrogen is 
currently selling for $0.52/lb., phosphorus 
$0.33/lb., and potassium $0.52/lb. You can 
determine what N-P-K costs in your area 
with the help of your local fertilizer dealer. 
See the sample calculation for Whitmore 
Farm on this page. 

Now, a total manure value of $70.39 
may not seem like a huge amount of 
money, but that was only for 64 days. 
With 365 days in a year, 298 chickens can 
provide you with $400 worth of fertilizer 
a year. I’ll take that! The prices I quoted 
above for N-P-K from our local fertil-
izer company do not include the charge 
for spreading—which the chickens do 
for free!

The egg cost analysis is the same 
whether you have 10 chickens or 10,000. 
The analysis can get a lot more compli-
cated depending on how precise you want 
to be, but I find using these average val-
ues to be sufficient for pricing decisions. 
You can also vary the time period to cover 
a week or the whole year. A longer time 
period will give you a better idea of the 
overall cost of your eggs. There are also 
labor and distribution costs that should 
be taken into account. 

Make sure you know how much 
your eggs cost! And, tell your spouse 
you won’t need to buy fertilizer for the 
garden this year!

William Morrow raises poultry, 
sheep, goats, pigs and rabbits at Whit-
more Farm in Emmitsburg, Maryland. 
Visit www.whitmorefarm.com or see his 
ad on page 33.

References:
Poultry Manure Management and Utili-
zation Problems and Opportunities, Ohio 
State University Bulletin 804 (http://
ohioline.osu.edu/b804/804_3.html)
Animal and Poultry Manure Production 
and Characterization, NC State Uni-
versity. (http://www.bae.ncsu.edu/pro-
grams/extension/manure/awm/program/
barker/a&pmp&c/content.htm)
Fertilizer Reckoning for the Mathemati-
cally Challenged, Perdue University De-
partment of Agronomy (http://www.agry.
purdue.edu/ext/corn/news/articles.02/
Fert_Math-0326.html) 

The fertilizer value analysis is based on freshly voided poultry manure on pasture 
or in the garden. It really only applies to free range birds. The analysis changes if 
you collect and store the manure to sell or apply later. As the manure dries out, 
some of the nitrogen volatizes and so the conversion factors have to be modified. The 
conversion factors are also different if you have a mixture of litter and manure. The 
carbon in wood chips react with the nitrogen in the manure.

Egg Analysis

Manure Analysis
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New!

Trough Feeders
Starter feeder for your new birds/

fl ock. Built entirely of durable plastic. 
Yellow feeders are for baby chicks. 
Orange are for larger birds. 
 Yellow, 11 in. ........#530040 $3.00
 Yellow, 20 in. ........#530045 $3.40
 Orange, 20 in.......#530050 $5.30

Pop Bottle Waterer
Easy-to-use, low cost waterer 

for starting a few birds. Simply 
fi ll a 20 oz or 2 liter size bottle (not 
included). Squeeze the base into 
the bottle and fl ip upright.
 Small, 20 oz .....#530016 $1.00
 Large, 2 ltr ........#530015 $1.90

Heat Lamp
The “Premier” heat lamp is 

superior in strength, provides 
more safety features and is more 
durable than common heat lamps. 
A 16 ft cord provides the extra 
“reach”. Bulbs sold separately.
 Heat Lamp .....#557000 $25.00

Poultry Feeder (yellow)
Preferred feeder for small to mid-

size poultry farms. Designed for long-
term, 365-day use indoors/outdoors. 
Top lip around base helps prevent feed 
waste. Comes complete with base, 
tower and lid. Holds 15 lbs of feed.
 Feeder (yellow) ......#530035 $12.00

Egg Cleaning Kit
For those who clean eggs for 

resale, this kit will quickly pay 
for itself in hours saved to deliver 
fresh, perfectly cleaned eggs.

Uses air pressure (must be 
controlled with a pressure regulator 
that is not included with kit) to gently 
agitate water around the eggs for 
10 to 15 minutes.
 Cleaning Kit .. #530110 $114.00

Kane Waterer
Portable, low-cost device provides 

constant fresh water with minimum 
labor. When water becomes dirty, 
just tip out the old water so it 
can refi ll. Not for use in freezing 
temperatures. 19"L x 11"W x 4"H.
 Kane Waterer ...... #938202 $50.00

Bucket Waterer
Big sturdy 5 gallon bucket 

reduces daily watering chores. 
Place on blocks to keep water 
clean, above ground or litter. 
Refi lling and cleaning is quick and 
easy. Use indoors and outdoors. 
 Bucket Waterer ..#530025 $16.00

800-282-6631
www.premier1supplies.com

Washington, IA

Poultry Products That Please…  

CatchNet
A unique device that enables 

folks to gently, safely and neatly catch 
chickens, ducks & gamebirds of 
nearly any size or age.

D-shaped aluminum tubular frame 
(3/4") enables users to sweep birds 
from the fl oor and out of corners. Net 
area is 18" x 24". 4 ft handle. 
 CatchNet ...........#530001 $24.00* 
 *Available June 2010.

New!

NEW! Poultry & Garden 
Products Catalog!

Ask for our 3 unique 
booklets—FREE!

Free Shipping!
On qualifi ed internet orders. Visit our website for details.

www.premier1supplies.com

Magnum Grinder
Save $$. Grind and mix your own 

feed. Grinder combines safety, 
convenience, power—and a low 
price tag. Tough plastic makes 
cleaning simple and parts don’t 
rust. One horsepower motor easily 
grinds all grains.

Front spout allows mixing in 
mineral, grains or even hay to 
make a complete ration for your 
birds or animals. Choice of 4 metal 
sieves (2.5, 4, 6 and 8 mm) for 
desired end size. Also available: 
1 mm sieve to use if you wish to 
make a coarse fl our.

Safety features:
1. Access points to the grinding 

blade are designed so a 
fi nger or hand can never 
accidently access the blade.

2. Auto shut-off feature. 
 Magnum .........#530070 $248.00
 Sieve, 1 mm .#5300704 $8.00

Premier’s wide 
range of products…

• Electric Netting
• Waterers
• Heat Lamp
• Grinders
• Shellers
• PortaTroughs™

• SureFoot Bath
• CatchNet
• Poultry Hook
• Transport Crate
• Books
• Egg Cleaning Kit
• Egg Handling Supplies

 …and much more!

PoultryNet
See fencing ad on the inside 
back cover of this magazine.

Premier NEW BYP ad Feb-center.indd   2 3/1/10   10:47 AM
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kelly klOBer

missOuri

In all of the discussion of heirloom 
poultry of late the most neglected birds 
are the white egg layers. From the Leg-

horns in their truly wide array of colors and 
patterns to the Anconas and Minorcas to the 
more exotic Andalusians and White Faced 
Black Spanish, these producers of big white 
eggs have simply not been given their due 
as good farmers’ fowl.

The Leghorns, Minorcas and Anco-
nas were the real working birds of the 
Midwest in the first half of the twentieth 
century. Few were the family farms in our 
area that were without at least a modest 
flock of White or Brown Leghorns.

The white egg—the low dollar, me-
dium white egg—has become the symbol 
for industrialized poultry production. It is 
not, however, the egg to be associated with 
the breeds above and many other heritage 
white egg layers. These birds were care-
fully bred to be the most productive layers 
of truly large, chalk white eggs.

Yes, the brown-shelled egg is the 
product of the moment for alternative 
poultry producers and the deeper that 
brown hue the better. Still, once the shells 
are removed all eggs are nutritionally the 
same. And that is one of the messages 
heirloom producers need to get out to the 
consuming public.

Unfortunately, too many “hybrid” lay-
ers have filtered out of confinement units 
and besmirched the good name of the white 
egg layers. The birds I speak of aren’t small, 
overly flighty and burnt out after one season 
in a laying hen prisoner of war camp.

Where you can find such birds bred 
true to the American Poultry Association 
Standard of Perfection and raised in a 
more traditional manner they will still 
work in the family poultry yard or small 
farm laying flock. They do have a bit 
higher metabolism than some breeds and 
thus must be fed a very consistent, high 
quality ration both when being developed 
and in the laying flock.

With them you have less bird to main-
tain and more modest space requirements 

for housing a flock. In a loose housed 
environment you can actually chop 
per bird floor space needs by roughly 
a third to a half. And within this group 
are breeds with the genetic wherewithal 
to produce 200 to 220 eggs per hen per 
laying cycle. It was with selectively bred 
White Leghorn hens that the 300 eggs per 
hen per year was first regularly broken. 
And they were doing it very early on in 
the last century!

For many the Achille’s heel of these 
breeds has been their large single combs 
and very pronounced wattles. They make 
the birds much more prone to frostbite and 
freeze damage in very cold climates. This 
is especially true of the males, as they will 
not tuck their heads under a wing on a cold 
winter night as the hens will.

There are a number of measures the 
producer can use to counter this poten-
tial problem and one of the best may be 
to simply select from the rosecombed 
varieties. The Anconas, the Minorcas in 
all three colors (white, black and buff), 

and many of the Leghorn varieties are 
bred with rosecombs. We see some of the 
worst comb damage occur in late-spring 
freezes when the breeds are already out 
in the breeding pens. Provide the males a 
pen with plenty of headroom and turning 
space. Comb damage and healing time 
(when the birds are generally sterile) are 
substantially reduced if there is less bruis-
ing and damage from contact with the pen 
top and other surfaces.

Leghorns are now bred in patterns 
from Silver and Golden Duckwing to 
Red and even Barred. They will lack 
some of the track record of the White 
and Brown varieties, but would all be 
good candidates for selective breeding 
programs designed to improve their egg 
laying performance, and the vigor and 
durability needed for life in a working 
poultry flock.

Yes, breeds like the Andalusian and 
Spanish are not quite as productive as 
some of the others and come with added 
challenges, but they will give one a most 
distinctive poultry yard. Blue in poultry is 
always a challenging color to work with. 
And the distinctive white facial features of 
the Spanish breed can be marred by caging 
materials or feeding and watering equip-
ment. Still, few breeds in all of poultrydom 
are more striking than well-bred birds of 
these two great old breeds.

It may well be that the taking in hand 
of the white egg laying breeds to make 
them more productive launched what we 
have come to think of as modern animal 
agriculture. Performance testing, exact-
ing breeding programs, nutrient dense 
rations and housing designs supportive 
of optimal performance all seemed to 
debut on farms working to boost that 
weekly egg check. 

The white egg breeds have their justly 
earned bonafides as birds for the small 
flock, whether it be three hens or three 
hundred. They deserve consideration 
again for that role!

Kelly Klober’s family has a diversi-
fied farm in Silex, Missouri where they 
have a microhatchery raising Buff Orp-
ingtons, Rose Comb Rhode Island Reds, 
and Brown Leghorns. They sell product 
locally, and are expanding these sales 
regionally and nationally. Kelly is a 
part of the River Hills group, made up 
of over 100 family farmers working with 
heirloom poultry and livestock breeds.

See the River Hills group’s coming 
events on page 16.

Making a Case for the 
White Egg Layers

The Ancona chicken is known for its strong 
egg laying ability. It is available in single 
or rose comb, making it suitable for harsh 
climates. (This photo shows the cock with 
a rose comb, and the hens with the single 
combs—because the rose comb is dominant, 
all of their offspring will have rose combs.) 
Photo courtesy of Robert Gibson, Yellow 
House Farm, New Hampshire.
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AMERICAS LARGEST PHEASANT FARM

MacFarlane Pheasants, Inc.
Janesville, WI  • Est. 1929

www.pheasant.com • chicksales@pheasant.com

Wild 
Pheasants

from 
China

Hen Chicks 500+.....31¢ Each
800-345-8348

Over 
1.7 Million

Hatched 
In 2009

National Delivery...
Guaranteed!

HENS • STRAIGHT RUN • COCKS
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rOn kean
extensiOn POultry sPecialist

university OF wiscOnsin-madisOn

the answer man

If you have health related poultry
questions you’d like answered, 

send your questions to us at 
Backyard Poultry, Attn: Answer Man, 
145 Industrial Dr., Medford, WI 54451 

or e-mail to byp@tds.net. 
We will try to include your 

question in an upcoming issue. 

health:

About Those Eggs
Double-Yolked Eggs

Is there a breed that lays double-
yoked eggs? If so do you know who raises 
them? When we were kids, my brother 
and I would have a minor celebration 
over finding a “double-yolker,” an egg 
with two yolks, because it was rare and 
strange. 

Some years later, a friend brought 
me a dozen eggs from a small town 
store that were a uniform small size, 
as though they were first eggs from a 
single hen. As we used them over several 
days, the hair began to rise on the back 
of our necks as every single one was a 
double-yolker. Unlike our homegrown 
double-yolk eggs, which were large and 
usually had a full-size yolk along with a 
smaller, less developed one, these eggs 
had two identical small yolks, adding 
up to a little more than the usual propor-
tion of yolk to albumen. Any thoughts 
on the possible origin of this singular 
batch of eggs?

Doug via e-mail

Double-yolked eggs are more com-
mon in young pullets, and especially 
those that are a bit too fat. My guess 
is that the producer had a new flock 
of pullets, fed them very well, and 
they were coming into production and 
producing quite a few double-yolked 
eggs. If the producer then sorts the eggs 

by size, you would likely get a pretty 
consistent dozen of these, since the 
single-yolked eggs would be consider-
ably smaller.

Hopefully, for the producer and their 
hens, this should level off as the hens’ 
reproductive systems “settle down” to 
normal egg production. If the hens are 
overweight, they may continue to produce 
a few double-yolked eggs, but I wouldn’t 
expect very many. 

Overweight hens can also have more 
problems with internal laying, prolapse, 
and probably other diseases as well, so 
I wouldn’t suggest anyone purposefully 
do this to produce more double-yolked 
eggs.

According to www.poultry.allotment.
org.uk, “Double-yolked eggs are fairly 
rare, about 1 in 1,000 for commercial 
eggs. Rarer still are multiple yolk eggs, 
and apparently there has even been a nine 
yolk egg!

“When an egg starts its journey inside 
the hen, the first thing formed is the ovum 
in the hen’s ovary. This grows and the 
color changes from pale grey to the yellow 
we know as the yolk color.

“Once it reaches full size, the yolk 
sac breaks away (ovulation) and begins a 
journey down the oviduct where the egg 
white (albumen) and the shell form around 
it. The process from ovulation to egg lay-
ing takes around 24-26 hours.

“Normally, the next ovulation is 
triggered by the hen laying the egg but 
occasionally things go wrong and two 
yolks are released at the same time to 
travel down the oviduct together, being 
surrounded by one shell and giving us the 
double yolker.

“Most often double yolk eggs are laid 
by young hens of productive egg laying 
breeds. 

“As they become more mature hens 
and their system settles down to correct 
production then the double yolks become 
less frequent to non-existent.”

Much more on odd eggs can be 
found at www.poultryhelp.com/oddeggs.
html.—Ed.

Odd Egg Shapes/Texture
One of my hens, an Ameraucana, 

lays eggs that have some differences in 
appearance and texture from the other 
hens that I have. Her eggs, blue in color, 
are generally normal looking. However, 
sometimes the shell is rough and textured 
and not smooth like most eggs. 

Also, there are times when the 
shape of her eggs are oblong and not 
egg-shaped as the other eggs from 
the rest of my flock. She is the only 
Ameraucana that I have. What may 
be contributing to these differences in 
shape and texture?

Gerard via e-mail

There is some evidence that rough-
textured shells might be due to excess 
calcium, or an imbalance of calcium and 
phosphorous in the diet. Wrinkled shells 
can be caused by a viral disease, infec-
tious bronchitis.

It’s pretty unusual for the shape of the 
egg to vary from day to day. Generally, 
a hen will be pretty consistent with the 
shape of her eggs. Misshapen eggs, such 
as those with a flat side, can occur when, 
for some reason, one egg is retained, then 
the next egg forms against it. These are 
generally rare.

Some hens will lay what are called 
body-check eggs, too. In this case, the 
shell is cracked internally during for-
mation, then more shell is formed over 
the crack. You can see crack lines, or 
sometimes there is an extra band of shell 
around the center. These can occur when 
something scares the hen while the egg 
is forming. Rodent infestations, flash-
ing car lights, etc. have been noted as 
causing an increase in the frequencies 
of these eggs.

Egg Shapes
Why are some chicken eggs rounder, 

some pointier, some larger and some 
smaller? Does it have to do with breed, 
age or diet? One other question, is it 
normal to find Leghorn eggs that are as 
round as balls?

Avrohom via e-mail
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The shape of the egg (rounder, pointier, 
etc.) is mostly due to genetics. If you moni-
tor this, the shape of an individual hen’s 
eggs will be very consistent over time. A 
viral disease, infectious bronchitis, can 
cause misshapen eggs, often causing 
wrinkled shells. Interference with normal 
oviposition (the act of laying the egg) 
can cause slab-sided eggs, if another egg 
forms while one is still in the oviduct.

Size is also related to genetics, includ-
ing the breed. Eggs generally get larger, 
however, with increasing age of the hen. 
Egg size can also be manipulated to some 
degree by the protein levels in the feed.

Overall, though, the majority of the 
control of egg size and shape will be under 
genetic control.

Also, contrary to an old wives’ tale, the 
shape of the egg has nothing to do with the 
sex of the chick that will hatch from it. It 
would be nice if we had some easy method 
to sort them out, but we can’t!

I wouldn’t say that it is normal to get 
eggs as round as a ball, but I don’t think 
it is a sign of any problem. Commercial-
type Leghorns have generally had some 
selection pressure for a “normal” egg 
shape. There will still be some individual 

variation from hen to hen, of course. If the 
hens are more of a show type, less selec-
tion pressure will likely have been placed 
on egg shape. It might be more likely to 
see eggs like those you describe.

There is some evidence that eggs of 
this shape don’t tend to hatch well, so if 
you’re planning to produce chicks, you 
may want to avoid setting these. They 
should be perfectly fine for eating, though. 
Or, you can use them to play tricks on your 
golfing friends!

Determining Which Hens
Are Laying

I have read your column in Backyard 
Poultry and I thank you for all that you 
have taught me. I’ve been raising chick-
ens for many years, mostly for eggs. I 
currently have 25 brown sex-links that 
are two years old. These chickens are 
starting to slow down in egg production 
and I was wondering if there is any way 
for me to tell which hens are laying and 
which hens aren’t.

Daniel, Colorado

A hen that is not laying eggs will 
usually have several characteristics. Her 
comb will usually shrink some and lose 
some of it’s bright red color. If she has 
yellow eggs, they will usually be brighter 
yellow (less bleached). Her beak will also 
have more yellow color. Perhaps more 
importantly, her pubic bones will be tight 
together and be less flexible. You can feel 
these around her vent area. In contrast, 
hens that are laying well will usually have 
bright red combs, the yellow pigment is 
often bleached out, and her pubic bones 
will be spread out and flexible. 

Another common sign is that good 
producing hens will have rougher feath-
ers, since hens that are not laying often 

molt and grow nice, new feathers. Feather 
quality isn’t always related to production, 
however, so I wouldn’t necessarily do any 
culling based on that.

If you have hens that are laying well 
and compare them to hens that are not 
laying at all, this can be fairly obvious. 
The problem I have seen is that, quite of-
ten, the hens don’t stop laying completely. 
Instead, they may only lay a couple of 
eggs a week, rather than laying nearly 
every day. So, if you check your flock of 
25, they may all seem pretty similar. In 
those cases, it’s going to be difficult to 
sort them, unless you have some way of 
trap-nesting or determining which eggs 
belong to which hen.

For more information on the con-
struction of trap nests see the February/
March 2007 issue of Backyard Poultry or 
visit Harvey Ussery’s website, www.the-
modernhomestead.us. Harvey has many 
poultry-related articles on this site. 

In this issue, see “How to Get More 
Eggs!” by Don Schrider, page 32.—Ed.

Internal Layers
I have an adopted hen. She was old and 

sickly when I got her. I did an iodine spray 
to treat her runny vent (thanks for that info 
in your column). She was much better for 
a few months. Now all of the sudden her 
abdomen is rock hard and she is barely 
walking and when she does move around 
she resembles a penguin. This came on 
very quickly—in three or four days.

Janie, Pennsylvania

It sounds like your hen is laying inter-
nally. In a normal hen, yolks are released 
from the ovary, then are funneled into the 
oviduct, where the whites, membranes 
and shells are added. For some reason, 
occasionally, a yolk misses the oviduct 
and falls to the bottom of the abdomen 
instead. This is called internal laying. 
If it happens once in a while, the yolk is 
just reabsorbed by the hen, and it’s no 
big deal. If it happens more often, these 
yolks will build up and cause the hen to 
have the penguin-like appearance you 
described. In these cases, the hen usu-
ally eventually gets an infection (called 
peritonitis), and dies. I’ve seen some hens 
live like this for quite a while.

It is possible, however, that she has 
some blockage of the oviduct and there 
are whole eggs there, especially since you 
mentioned that it came on rather quickly.
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I guess you might try to feel if there is 
an intact egg in the oviduct (in the vent 
area), that might be causing a blockage. If 
that is the case, you might try to lubricate 
the area with vegetable oil and see if it 
helps. Some people have had good luck 
with warming the area (with warm water, 
a heating pad, etc.). Be careful not to burn 
her if you try this.

Other than these things, there’s not 
a lot you can do for her. You could try 
to take her out of production (usually 
by limiting her exposure to light to less 
than 10 hours per day. If that causes her 
to stop producing yolks, then at least she 
won’t be adding more to the “pile” and 
her body may be able to handle those that 
are already there.

There is some evidence that overly fat 
hens are more prone to this problem. It’s 
not very easy to “diet” the hens, especially 
if some are laying and some are not. You 
might try to provide a higher fiber diet, to 
help prevent excess fat buildup in the other 
hens. Adding alfalfa, oats, wheat midds, 
etc. might be things to try.

Chickens Carry Disease to 
Other Birds

 I would like to get a chicken for a pet 
but would like to know if chickens carry 
diseases that can be transmitted to my other 
birds? I have three macaws, a cockatoo, 
two African grays and two cockatiels. 

 Kathleen via e-mail

That is a good question, and I’m 
sure you don’t want to jeopardize your 
current pets’ health! There are quite a 
few diseases that can be spread between 
chickens and psittacines. Several viruses, 
including Newcastle disease, influenza, 
etc., and bacterial diseases, including 
mycoplasmas, salmonellas, Chlamydia 
(psittacosis), etc. are all possibilities.

I would suggest, however, that if you 
get day-old chicks, and buy them from 
hatcheries that are certified pullorum-
typhoid, MS and MG free, you shouldn’t 
need to worry. These are about the only 
diseases that have the potential to be 
transmitted through the egg, so the chicks 
should be clean. (Technically, there might 
be others, but these are the only vertically 
transmitted diseases of note that are a 
concern in the U.S. currently.)

If it were me, I would not buy adult 
chickens in your situation. Older chickens 
are more likely to have been exposed to 
some of the aforementioned diseases.

Happy Hen Treats

Happy Hen Treats is proud to introduce the world’s first line of treats specifically made for chickens! These delicious 
treats provide chicken owners a great way to reward and spoil their backyard friends. To ensure satisfaction all of our 
treats are tested and approved by our own backyard flock.

Premium Treats for Chickens

EggCartons.com
eggcartons.com
888-852-5340

First State Vet Supply
firststatevetsupply.com

410-546-6137
Fleming Outdoors
flemingoutdoors.com

800-624-4493

www.happyhentreats.com

Where To Buy
GQF

gqfmfg.com
912-236-0651

Jeffers Livestock
jefferslivestock.com

800-533-3377
Metzer Farms

metzerfarms.com
800-424-7755

Meyer Hatchery
meyerhatchery.com

888-568-9755

Mealworm Frenzy
Watch your chickens dance and peck in a frenzy for these 
100% natural whole-dried mealworms! Dried meal-
worms offer chickens the taste they love without the in-
convenience of storing and handling live worms. Avail-
able in a 3.53oz resealable bag (aprox. 3,250 worms) or 
a 10oz resealable tub (aprox. 10,000 worms).

Sunflower Sensation
Chickens love this sensational treat of assorted sun-
flower seeds, oats, peanuts, and raisins. Feed it straight 
from your hand, scatter it on the ground, or add it to your 
feathered friends' feeding dish. Convenient 2lb reseal-
able canister is easy to carry, and keeps your chickens' 
treats fresh.

Murray McMurray Hatchery
mcmurrayhatchery.com

800-456-3280
My Pet Chicken
mypetchicken.com

888-460-1529
Randall Burkey Company

randallburkey.com
800-531-1097

Strombergs’ Chicks
strombergschickens.com

800-720-1134
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susan Burek, herBalist

mOOnlight mile herB Farm, michigan

& laura cOrstange, herBalist

the wishing tree, michigan

Hatchability of poultry eggs is 
affected by many factors, but it 
is most directly affected by the 

general health and nutrition of the laying 
hen. High quality drinking water is neces-
sary, and usually receives little attention 
compared to foods. Water is not only as 
critical as a nutrient to metabolism (min-
erals), but acts as a conductor for nutrient 
transportation from the seed, plant and 
insect matter eaten. Basic health and 
nutrition directly affects proper function 
of the reproductive system. In addition, 
the digestive system needs balanced 
nutrients to keep infectious disease and 
parasite loads in check. If we artificially 
incubate, we may focus entirely on ex-
ternal practices, such as egg collecting/
storage and the mechanics of operating 
the incubator. Compared to a healthy hen, 
all those things are secondary. Successful 
incubation must start with a healthy egg, 
from a healthy hen. The hen’s internal 
health is not just about having quality 
water, vitamins, minerals, protein and 
calcium to create an egg, but it must also 

include overall proper functioning of the 
reproductive and digestive systems work-
ing in harmony to produce viable eggs.

Reproductive Health 
The reproductive system can be com-

promised by poor daily nutrition and even 
more so by exposure to infectious disease. 
Low calcium levels are associated with 
egg binding. Tumors caused by disease in 
the ovarian tract can be a common cause 
of failure in the hen’s reproductive organs 
and hens that are too fat can suffer pro-
lapsed oviducts. Bacterial and respiratory 
infections can also derail the egg-laying 
process. Yolk peritonitis may result from 
secondary bacterial infection. The ma-
ture hen only has one active ovary (the 
second ovary does not develop), which 
can atrophy from disease or severe stress 
caused by a lack of feed or water. So as 
you can see, keeping your hens as healthy 
as possible will have a lot of bearing on 
producing vigorous eggs with a healthy 
vitality and viability.

Mating
Temple Grandin, acclaimed animal 

scientist, talks about the “rapist” rooster 
in her book, Animals in Translation. 

These roosters were bred through single-
trait breeding, which causes unintended 
side effects when focusing on breeding 
for certain traits. The trait of “courtship” 
got bred out of some roosters. A normal 
rooster would do a little courtship dance 
before trying to mate with a hen. This 
“fixed action pattern” will trigger some-
thing in the hen’s brain for her to crouch 
down into a sexually receptive position 
so the rooster can mount her. She doesn’t 
crouch down until she sees the dance. 
Since some roosters stopped doing the 
dance, the hens stopped crouching. So 
the only way the roosters can now mate 
is by using force by grabbing and jump-
ing on the hen, and using force with their 
spurs. This copious mating can cause a 
loss of feathers to the hen on her back to 
the point of large patches of bare skin. 
This makes the hen susceptible to cuts 
from the rooster’s spurs. This can cause 
serious injury to the hen and interven-
tion may be required. (See “Mating: A 
Cautionary Tale” on page 51.)

Pathenogens & External
Environment

The digestive system keeps pathe-
nogens and internal parasites in balance. 
Salmonellosis, Colibacillosis and other 
diseases can be transmitted to the eggs 
from the infected hen while the egg is 
being created. Infectious bronchitis is a 
highly contagious respiratory disease in 
chickens which may produce soft-shelled 
or misshapen eggs from hens, even long 
after they have been affected by the dis-
ease. It may, in fact, affect their laying for 
the rest of their lives. Raw garlic should 
be available as much as possible all year 
long to the hen, but especially while 
producing eggs to hatch, or provided 
mashed in the drinking water. It is good 
to also have raw garlic available when 
the chicks hatch, so they, too, will learn 
to eat it at an early age.

Keeping the nests clean during the lay-
ing/brooding process is very important, as 
contaminated nests can pass pathenogens 
into the porous egg externally. In the wild, 
birds will use medicinal herbs externally 
and in their nesting environment. They 
will line their nests with highly aromatic 
herbs that contain strong smelling volatile 
essential oils. These oils can be anti-
bacterial and anti-parasitic, and what with 
their aromatic nature, some herbs can be 
calming and help to relieve stress of the 
sitting hen. The newly hatched chicks can 

These chicks are starting out with herbal tea, herbs and raw garlic, along with their 
regular chick feed. Healthy chicks start with eggs laid from healthy hens. It is important 
to teach young chicks to eat and drink these beneficial foods right from the start.

Herbs

for Spring Eggs and Breeding
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benefit externally by rubbing against these 
herbs in the first few days. There are many 
aromatic native and non-native herbs, but 
we recommend what is in your immediate 
environment, especially those that pres-
ent themselves early in the spring like 
peppermint (antiparasitic, antimicrobial), 
spearmint (nervine), catnip (sedative, 
nervine, insecticide) and oregano (stimu-
lant, antiparasitic, antifungal). Other ex-
amples might be wild bergamot, lavender, 
rosemary, sage, basil, thyme and fennel. 
A few handfuls of fresh herb should be 
sufficient, applied to the nest before the 
hen goes broody. 

Nutrition
Good nutrition is important for creating 

a healthy egg. Hen’s internal system will 
switch from growth and health of the hen 
to supporting egg production. Researchers 
have discovered that chickens can actually 
choose to direct nutrients towards them-
selves or their eggs. During egg produc-
tion, then, hens are weakening their own 
health. So it makes sense to generally sup-
plement the feed of laying hens. Calcium is 
needed for the egg’s shell, but the egg also 
needs other nutrients, especially sufficient 
salt, phosphorus, choline (B complex), 
protein and fat for inside the egg. Most of 
us already know about supplementing cal-
cium with oyster shell or crushed eggshell. 
Herbs are a perfect choice for supplying all 
these vitamins and minerals, but calcium 
and protein as well.

Nettle (Urtica dioica) would be my 
first choice herb. This nutritive herb is 
particularly high in calcium, protein, 
manganese, phosphorus, and potassium, 
Vitamins A & C, among others. Another 
nutritive herb, alfalfa (Medicago sativa) 
contains proteins, amino acids, minerals, 

Aromatic sages and rosemary are just 
some of the herbs available that have 
essential oils that can be put to good use 
in the nest and even in the coops. They 
can be used fresh or dried as natural 
insecticides and some good-smelling 
aromatherapy to boot!
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and high in chlorophyll, which makes it 
a valuable antioxidant. Lamb’s quarters 
(Chenopodium album) has long been 
used as a pasture forage food. It is a 
great tonic for the whole digestive sys-
tem. It is high in protein, calcium, and 
vitamin A & C, B complex vitamins and 
iron. Dandelion (Taraxacum officinale) 
is a complete food that should be easy 
for everyone to find to use! It is high 
in protein, vitamins A, C, K, D, and B 
complex, iron, manganese, phosphorus 
and other trace minerals. These greens 
can be applied fresh or dried, or as an 
herbal tea. When offering as tea, make 
sure the waterer is nearby brooding 
hens and offer another separate waterer 
nearby. This should be offered to the 
growing chicks as well to build healthy 
immune systems. Herbal tea offers the 
array of benefits of these herbs in a uni-
form, concentrated mixture that ensures 
the hen is dosed with as much as she 
chooses to drink. It can be considered a 
“green” food and offered daily.

Salt is generally available in feed 
rations, but make sure fresh water is 
available year round, as salt poisoning 
can occur if water intake is not available 
or drinkable. Organic apple cider vinegar 
in the water will discourage bacterial and 
fungal growth, keep the water viable, and 
also aid the digestive system.

Hens will lose weight and valuable fat 
from their bodies because of the redirec-
tion of nutrients from their own bodies to 
egg production. Hens should be a healthy 
weight before egg production begins. 
Once egg production has begun, it is hard 
to adjust body weight. Garlic oil made 
with olive oil (or another monosaturated 
fat), raw crushed garlic, and then mixed 
with sunflower seed or wild birdseed 

will give hens healthy fats, and also 
provide medicinal value from the garlic. 
Applying this oil periodically during the 
winter months will not only help to keep 
the birds internally warm, but help prep 
them for spring as well.

Internal Spring Cleaning
Creating wood charcoal and ash from 

native wood can be a very beneficial and 
important supplement for your poultry. 
Charcoal can absorb toxins and is capable 
of absorbing up to two hundred times its 
own weight. Animals in the wild would 
come across charcoal after forest fires or 
lightning strikes and they would be drawn 
to these places to consume charcoal. 
Charcoal has minimal nutritional value, 
but research suggests that animals con-
sume it for its medicinal, toxin-binding 
properties. The charcoal is also a laxative 
and so then can work twofold and move 
the impurities it absorbs out of the body. 
If worms or worm ova are present, it can 
to some degree help move them out of 
the body as well. 

Your poultry will also eat wood ash 
as well as charcoal. Wood ash has a very 
nice texture to aid in dust bathing and 
adding it to their dust bathing pits to eat 
and dust in will give your poultry a dou-
ble-benefit! Wood ash is highly soluble 
in vitamin K, followed by calcium and 
magnesium. Vitamin K is useful for blood 
clotting in poultry. 

Charcoal can be made from dry, clean 
branches or tree stumps burned slowly 
in a deep pit. Or throw an un-split log 
on a bonfire or fireplace as the fire is 
winding down in heat and intensity. Slow 
burning is essential to charcoal making. 
You can damp down a fire that is burn-
ing too quickly with some water. You 
can build an outdoor bonfire with brush, 
and leave the remains of a fire pit where 
chickens range, allowing them to eat it 
free choice. 

Having a woodstove makes it quite 
easy. By morning the fire dies down 
quite a bit and there will be embers or 
coals at the bottom of the woodstove. 
Local wood is preferred, like walnut, 
oak and locust. Before stoking the fire 
back up again for the day, smooth the 
coals out. At this time, the ash settles 
to the very bottom and chunks present 
themselves. If the fire has gone com-
pletely cold, you can pick out chunks of 
charcoal barehanded and they are ready 
for use immediately. If, in the morning, 

you have hot coals, then of course take 
care removing good chunks to use. Most 
of us who have woodstoves also have an 
accessory kit of sorts—the poker, brush 
and small shovel. Use that small shovel 
to remove what you wish to use and 
place those chunks in a safe place to cool 
completely. In a few hours or less the 
charcoal chunks can be handled safely. 
If you have young or inexperienced pets 
or children, consider the careful place-
ment of the hot coals. Charcoal is a good 
spring “internal” cleaning, but in real-
ity, charcoal and ash can be beneficial 
year-round. 

Starting with healthy hens, keeping 
them healthy during the mating, egg 
laying, and brooding process will keep 
those little chicks hatching all season 
long. And, in turn, will insure the chicks 
have a good start to a long and productive 
life themselves.

Susan Burek is owner of Moonlight 
Mile Herb Farm in Willis, Michigan. 
Find Susan’s website at www.moon-
lightmileherbs.com. Laura Corstange is 
owner of The Wishing Tree in Plainwell, 
Michigan. Find Laura’s website at www.
wishing-tree.com. Both herbalists advise 
on Blue Moon Forum, an herb forum 
for people and critters, specializing in 
poultry, at www.members.boardhost.com/
bluemoon. 

A piece of charcoal attached to the wall 
inside a coop can give your poultry 
access to a natural substance that will 
help absorb toxins and help to keep the 
digestive system in balance.

Nutritious tea made from dried alfalfa is 
good for the whole flock, but especially 
beneficial for producing and broody hens 
to keep them healthy during the breeding 
season. This alfalfa tea recipe and more 
herbal information can be found at 
www.moonlightmileherbs.com.
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With regards to our hens, it is im-
portant to consider the dangers 
of the actual act of mating. We 

see mating rise in the spring with the roost-
ers stomping about, crowing and reestab-
lishing who will be king of the roost. We’ve 
seen the chase, the dance, the act itself. 
Once in a while we notice a hen that seems 
to be of particular interest to the rooster(s). 
She’ll shake herself off after being mounted, 
seemingly a bit disgruntled (it seems to me), 
make sure her feathers are back in order, 
and go about her business. A very popular 
hen, however, will eventually begin to lose 
feathers in the process, due to the roosters’ 
weight and sharp claws.

This feather loss becomes apparent on 
the back of the neck, as roosters clamp down 
with their beak to balance themselves or to 
keep her from escaping. Another indication 
is the hen’s back, just above the tail. This 
is where the rooster places his feet while 
mating with her. 

Most of the time, the gal will simply look 
a bit ragged in those spots till the season lev-
els out a bit. But occasionally, blood will be 
drawn once her feathery protection has been 
compromised. This is not to be ignored! As 
with most of my lessons with poultry, this I 
learned the hard way, sadly. Here’s the story 
as it took place at my house.

She was a black Java hen, unnamed, 
but quite popular with the boys! I noticed 
her back getting roughed up a bit, but it 
was spring after all. Then after she had lost 
many feathers above her tail, I saw a speck 
of blood one day. I should have removed 
her to heal immediately, however; I was a 
newbie and had no clue what was about to 
unfold. I went about my chores for the day 
(it was planting season and I was a woman 
obsessed) and didn’t come back to the 
coop till near dark to close the doors. That 
was all the time it took for that one drop of 
blood to become a half dollar sized wound 
and I really thought that it had been made 
worse by continued mating. I was tired from 
planting, the birds had taken to the roost for 
the night, and I figured it would scab over 
by morning. 

By the time I got to the coop the next 
day, it was nearly noon. I opened up the 
doors to let them free range and was hor-
rified at what I saw. Her wound was now 
twice the size and deep…blood ran down 

her side and I was baffled at the thought of 
a rooster’s claws doing that much damage. 
I stood and watched the flock; I think I was 
in shock as much as I was puzzled. Then I 
saw it happen, another hen calmly sauntered 
up to her and pecked her hard right in the 
wound! The hen’s head bobbed back up and 
to my disgust; a chunk of flesh was in her 
now bloody beak. She gulped it down and 
went back for more. In a flash, I finally un-
derstood what was happening and I quickly 
snatched her up. 

I cleaned the wound with running water 
and put her in into the ICU cage, with fresh 
water, crushed garlic, dandies and lamb’s-
quarters, in addition to her feed. She stayed 
in there until the wound had scabbed over 
and was a very dark color, almost black 
like her feathers. Since there was no fresh 
bright red blood to give her wound away, I 
placed her back in the general population, 
thinking she would be just fine and that the 
others would take no notice of it. She was 
delighted to be free again. 

But another lesson was headed my way. 
While I was occupied in the garden for the 
next four hours or so, something happened 
to again draw blood. Maybe it was her get-
ting mounted again and the rooster tearing at 
the scab or perhaps the scab had a smell. I’ll 
never know for sure, but in those four hours, 
she was terribly torn up. When I passed the 
coop, heading up to the house for lunch, 
I saw that the others had pecked at her so 
horribly that I could see bone, and she was 
still going about her business! 

Again, I separated her, but it took 
months for her to be “right” again and the 
feathers never did grow back in that spot. 
I thought it was the color of the blood that 
would make the others react that way. Hind-
sight being what it is, I may have used wood 
ash…or even better, I’d have removed her as 
soon as I saw that first irritation and applied 
something to soothe the irritation. I would 
also mix in something to disguise the scent 
of that first teeny bit of blood. In actuality, 
just letting her feathers completely grow 
back would have prevented it. 

If I had used a salve here, I’d say the 
usual base of oil and beeswax straight from 
the hive, a bit of yarrow powder or essential 
oil. The essential oil has a strong scent. I’d 
likely have tossed in a bit of lavender essen-
tial oil. The lavender smell is camphorous 
depending on what type you purchase. (I 
don’t recommend the expensive French type 
as it smells much sweeter), and raw honey.

Since then, I watch my flock more closely 
in the spring. An open wound is an invitation 
for bacteria, infection and cannibalism. Care 
should be taken to prevent it instead of trying 
to treat it after it happens. 

Mating: 
A Cautionary Tale
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These chicks were just big enough to 
reach the water. It was so cute that I 
had to capture the moment.—Melissa 
Knight, Tennessee

“Ivy League Ducklings,” our 17-year-old daughter Meagan’s four-day-old 
Pekin Ducklings named Dirk, Lois, Cynthia and Jeffery.—Heather Feder-
wisch, Texas

This is a photo of my Delaware hen 
and one of her chicks.—Dianna 
Simms, West Virginia

This is Ballet Buffy.—James Moore, 
Indiana

Here are some chicks I hatched the summer of 2008.—Alma Humphrey, Ohio
Photo Contest Rules

Each issue’s winner will be 
displayed in the position of honor— 
on the front cover of the magazine!

Photos must relate in some way to 
domesticated poultry or their products. No 
limit on number of entries. Attach your name, 
address, phone number or e-mail and photo 
caption or description to each photo (not on 
the front of the photo, please). To have your 
photos returned, please include a self-
addressed stamped envelope.

Backyard Poultry retains the right to 
publish and/or reproduce any and all photos 
submitted, in future issues or publicity, with 
or without mention of source.

Each issue’s winning entry will be 
placed in a gallery of finalists, to be an-
nounced annually in the February/March 
issue. First prize—$50; 2nd prize—$30; 
3rd prize—$20.

Send your entry to: 
Backyard Poultry Photo Contest, 145 

Industrial Dr., Medford, WI 54451; or e-mail 
photos in jpg format to byp@tds.net.

The April/May, 2010 cover photo is 
a Blue Orpington by Dorene Lorenz. 
Learn more about the Orpington breed 
and history on page 54.



www.backyardpoultrymag.com        53April/May, 2010



54 Backyard Poultry

dOrene m. lOrenz

alaska 

In 1886, a large, bold, upright chicken 
scratched its way into being. English 
enthusiast William Cook wrote in 

the Fanciers Gazette that he crossbred 
Black Minorcas with Black Plymouth 
Rocks, then crossed the progeny with 
clean-legged Langshans to create the 
Black Orpington. The end result was a 
table fowl with excellent meat, a prolific 
winter producer of brown eggs, easy to 
breed and fast to grow.

Cook was born in St. Neots, Hunt-
ingdon, England in 1849. He worked as a 
coachman in Chislehurst, Kent at the age 
of 14, but the poultry on a neighbor’s farm 
soon caught his attention. Cook and his 
wife, Jane, moved to Tower House in Orp-
ington, Kent, and began to breed chickens, 
two daughters, and three sons.

The business of William Cook and 
Sons grew to include a London office at 
Queens Yard, 105 Borough London SE. 
Cook invested his time in publishing 
his magazine, Poultry Journal, giving 
lectures, writing Poultry Keeper’s Ac-
count Book, making an intensive study of 
poultry diseases, and selling medicines, 
food, and fattening powder.

Cook’s birds were introduced into vari-
ous dairy shows in England, and won much 
acclaim. At the 1886 Crystal Palace Poultry 
Show, Cook won grand prize for his Black 
Orpington pullet. By 1888, Orpingtons 
were given their own classification, and 
Cook’s bird took home the cup.

The Cook family moved to Walden’s 
Manor, which they renamed Orpington 
House, and Cook’s eldest child, Elizabeth 
Jane, took over the operation in 1890. 
Single Comb Black Orpingtons were first 
exhibited in America at the Massachusetts 
Poultry Association Boston Show, and the 
first consignment of Black Orpingtons 
were also imported to Australia.

In 1894 Cook created his most popular 
Orpington, the Buff, which became the 
symbol of the Orpington Rugby Football 
Club. The Buff was produced from crossing 
the Golden Spangled Hamburg with the 
Buff Cochin and Dark Dorking breeds.

In 1897, the introduction of the 

Speckled or Porcelain Orpington came. 
The Porcelain Orpington was named 
“Jubilee” after the Diamond Jubilee of 
Queen Victoria, who accepted a pen of 
these birds. The Buff Orpington Club 
was founded in 1898. The late H M 
Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother was 
Patron of the Club and showed her birds 
regularly.

Cook and his children continued 
breeding Orpingtons to other color varia-
tions including Blue, Mottled, Spangled, 
Red, Partridge, Birchen, Chocolate (ban-
tam only), Cuckoo, Gold Laced, Laven-
der, Lemon Cuckoo, and White.

 Cook made a large exhibit of Black 
Orpingtons at the 1895 Madison Square 
Garden Show in New York, but they were 
slow to gain popularity.

In 1896, four Blacks were exhibited 
at New York by C. S. Williams of New 
Jersey. William McNeil of London, 
Canada entered one Black cockerel at 
the Boston show in 1897, and five Blacks 
were shown in New York, by George M. 
Shaw in 1898. A careful examination of 
records shows no other entries at poultry 
exhibitions in the United States.

New Jersey’s Wallace Willett wrote 
that in October of 1897 Farm Poultry 
printed a picture of William Cook and his 
Black and Buff Orpingtons, along with 
Editor A. F. Hunter’s account of meet-
ing Cook and touring of his Orpington 
poultry farm.

Hunter said that Cook’s business 
included the shipment of 10,404 sittings 
of eggs in nine months. This instantly 
gave Willett “Orpington fever,” and he 
immediately took steps to import two 
sets of Black, Buff and White Orpington 
eggs from Cook.

Previous to 1898, perhaps a dozen 
Blacks had come to America. Willett im-
ported the first of Cook’s Buff and White 
Orpingtons into the United States, but he 
wasn’t the first New Jersey boy with skin 
in the Buff Orpington game. 

New Jersey’s Charles E. Vass im-
ported Buff Orpingtons from another 
successful English breeder, and was the 
first to exhibit them in America at a show 
in Pennsylvania. Vass made two entries at 
Boston, and he and his neighbors made 

17 entries when Single Comb Buff Orp-
ingtons were first exhibited at the Madi-
son Square Garden Show in 1899.

There were 43 entries at the New York 
show in 1900. Willett made his first ex-
hibit at Madison Square Garden, winning 
two firsts with his two Cook Blacks and 
nothing with his two Cook Buffs.

In 1901, Vass, Willett, and Doctor Paul 
Kyle increased their entries to 19 single 
and one pen of Buffs. Orpington fever took 
hold in America. By the 1910 New York 
show, 478 Orpingtons were exhibited. 

Orpington

Dorene Lorenz’s stunning Blue Orpington 
hen, Walburga, took Division Champion 
as a pullet in this year’s Alaska State 
Fair. She is from Sterling Hatchery, in 
Sterling, Alaska—a small hatchery that 
focuses on rare breeds.

“Cook”-ing up the
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 In 1902, Cook was honored with 
an award of the Poultry Club Medal. 
His thriving business interests included 
poultry farms from South Africa to 
America.

A New York Times article that ran 
on January 10, 1903, covering the New 
York Poultry, Pigeon and Pet Stock Asso-
ciation Annual Show at Madison Square 
Garden read, “William Cook of Kent 
England, who has been very successful 
in the matter of prizes, spoke highly of 
the American judges and the American 
breed of poultry yesterday…The Cooks, 
father and son, had a large number of 
Orpingtons on exhibition, and they won 
23 first and 17 second prizes for birds, 
and a first prize for eggs.”

Cook arranged his great string of 
English Orpingtons in a clever manner 
at one end of the show’s big arena, and 
the fulsome press notices of his exhibits 
in the daily papers launched a real Or-
pington boom in the United States and 
Canada. 

Willett wrote that “as an advance 
agent, William Cook was in a class by 
himself; as a salesman he was a star, the 
prices realized by him for Orpingtons 
at that memorable show being exceed-
ingly high. The purchasers were men of 
wealth, as a rule, who realized that aside 
from the fancy end, it would be a good 
business investment as well. A study of 
the comparative growth in popularity of 
Orpingtons…will justify the judgment 
of these shrewd fanciers who bought at 
that time.”

Orpington fever was running high 
when William Cook died in 1904. Cook 
was sick when he returned to England, 
went for a brief holiday to Skegness, took 
ill on the day after his arrival, and died 
from emphysema. 

 Wallace P. Willett became the editor 
and publisher of The Orpington. He and 
Charles Vass, Dr. Paul Kyle, Frank W. 
Gaylor and William Davis were the early 
pioneers of the breed in America.

Few believed at the time that Orp-
ingtons would thrive in a commercial 
climate in the United States. Objections 
to chickens with black legs and white skin 
were lodged against Black Orpingtons, 
and later the white or pink legs and white 
skin of Buff and White Orpingtons were 
considered a serious marketing handicap 
as Americans demanded yellow-skinned 
and yellow-legged poultry.

Cook’s masterful promoting and adver-

tising for the breed was at work in England, 
Australia, Africa, and America. He took 
full advantage of great quantities of free 
advertising by cleverly writing on poultry 
topics, and demonstrated his shrewdness as 
a breeder, and dealer as well. 

With a blind eye to its defects, and a 
loud voice shouting its superior qualities, 
the result of Cook’s efforts was that for a 
while Orpingtons were the most popular 
fowl in England, and White Orpingtons 
were dangerous rivals of the American 
Plymouth Rocks, Wyandottes, Rhode 
Island Reds, and Leghorns.

Elizabeth Jane Cook married R. 
Wakeman Clarke, and ran William Cook 
and Sons until 1933. She exported birds 
all over the world, and was one of the first 
to use airlines for shipping fowl.

Buff Orpingtons were one of the most 
popular varieties, and still are. Mature 
Buffs typically start laying at six months, 
producing a large brown egg every two 
to three days.

Orpingtons have a wide chest, broad 
back, and a relatively small head, comb, 
and tail; a combination that creates gentle 
contours that are attractive to the eye. 
Soft, profuse feathering, which almost 
hides the legs of the bird, creates a curvy 
shape with a short back and U-shaped 
underline. A heavy bird at 8-10 lbs., its 
fluffy feathers make it look distinctively 
large.

The Orpington is a highly intelligent 
and docile bird and is suitable for fami-
lies with small children. Hens mature at 
a young age, will set and rear chicks on 
their own if allowed to do so, and are 
attentive mothers.

Orpingtons are a cold-hardy breed 
and thrive well in both confined spaces 
and as free-range birds. They lay between 
110 and 160 light brown eggs year round. 
Still considered a multi-purpose bird, it is 
bred for meat and egg production as well 
as for show purposes.

Orpingtons are listed as “Recover-
ing” by the American Livestock Breeds 
Conservancy, “Endangered” by the UK’s 
Rare Breed Survival Trust, and are at 
Number Five in the Rare Breeds Trust of 
Australia’s Poultry Top Ten. 
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The beautiful Buff Orpington is now the 
most common color of the breed. Photo 
courtesy of Joe Taylor, Kentucky.
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hOlly Fuller
cOlOradO

Cayugas are a threatened duck 
breed. These beautiful, irides-
cent, green feathered ducks are 

great for their flavorful meat, egg pro-
duction, show quality, and their ability 
to make great pets. Their medium size 
(6-8 lbs.) and quiet quack make them an 
excellent choice for a backyard duck.

Cayugas appear black until the light 
hits them, then they show their beautiful 
green color. Their bills, shanks and feet 
are usually black. As Cayugas age they 
start to get white feathers, which can 
eventually take the place of most of their 
colored feathers, and their shanks and feet 
may take on an orange hue. 

The biggest challenge in Cayuga care 
is thwarting the efforts of their predators, 
and every backyard has a few. Cats, mink, 
weasels, raccoons, and owls will all eat 
ducks if they are given the chance. Ca-
yugas must be brought inside a building 
or enclosed in a tightly covered pen at 
night. A raccoon can kill and eat a duck 
through 1"chicken wire, so the bottom 
30" of fence must be ½" wire to protect 
them. 

Cayugas also need protection from 

Cayuga ducks have an almost iridescent greenish hue in the feathers but this coloring 
fades with age to a nearly gray-white color. Photo courtesy of American Livestock 
Breeds Conservancy (ALBC).

Cayuga Ducks

hot sun; shade must be provided when 
temperatures reach 70° Fahrenheit. They 
love to swim, so a wading pool is nice 
as long as the water is kept clean and the 
surrounding areas are not allowed to get 
muddy. Ducks can, however, live well 
when provided with nothing but fresh 
drinking water; it must be deep enough 
to cover their bills so they can use it to 

clear their nostrils. Water needs to be 
replaced at least twice a week. Cayugas 
can forage for their own food when given 
enough space (1/4 acre for five ducks). 
Where space is limited a commercial 
duck feed is needed. Ducks need small 
gravel or coarse sand to help them digest 
their food. 

Well kept Cayugas produce between 
100 and 150 eggs per year. The first 
eggs of the season are black and lighten 
to gray, blue, green and even white as 
the season goes on. Cayugas are hardy 
and can produce a large quantity of 
offspring despite cold temperatures. 
Unlike most duck breeds, Cayugas 
will brood their own eggs which hatch 
in 28 days.

Cayugas have a quiet, docile tempera-
ment. When they are hand raised, they 
make wonderful, tame pets. With quality 
care, they live 8 to 12 years. Cayugas 
are a welcome, colorful addition to any 
backyard flock.

Cayuga ducklings look nearly black, with black bills, shanks and feet. Photo by Angela 
Szidik

Photo by Samantha Durfee
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Cayuga duck eggs are a deep brown, 
nearly black color. The gestational period 
for ducks is 28 days (except Muscovy 
ducks, which is 35), while chickens hatch 
in 21 days. Photo by Angela Szidik
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Cayuga Article References
Books

Back to Basics 1981 published by The 
Reader’s Digest Association, Inc.
Storey’s Guide to Raising Ducks by Dave 
Holderread
Storey’s Illustrated Guide to Poultry Breeds 
by Carol Ekarius

Websites
www.albc-usa.org/cpl/waterfowl/cayuga.
html
www.duckhobby.com/cayugaduckbreed
html; www.rossparkzoo.com/cayuga-duck.
html
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Jeannette Beranger, research & technical PrOgrams manager

american livestOck Breeds cOnservancy

Uncertain Beginnings

The Cayuga duck is an American duck breed that is as beautiful as it is mysteri-
ous in its origins. With its striking beetle green color, there are few birds that 

catch the eye as the Cayuga. According to local lore, this breed was developed 
from a pair of wild ducks that a miller in Duchess County, New York, caught on 
his mill pond in 1809. This report as it turns out seems to be historically inac-
curate and is actually an accounting of the Gadwall duck as reported in the Birds 
of America by John J. Audubon in 1843. It is possible that Cayugas could have 
originated from a population of wild ducks from the region but there is currently 
no definitive evidence found to substantiate the hypothesis. 

Another accounting of the source of the Cayuga duck breed is told by Mr. R. 
Teebay of Fulwood, Preston, Lancashire, UK in the 1885 publication The Book 

of Poultry by Lewis Wright. Teebay states that the Cayuga resembles (if it was not identical) to an English black duck breed 
commonly found in Lancashire in the 1860s. He believed that the Cayuga breed may have originated from this stock. He 
notes that the English black duck had since disappeared in Lancashire as it was replaced in popularity by the Aylesbury 
duck by the 1880s. His view on the Cayuga’s origin was supported by an un-named source Teebay references in the book. 
The source was an acquaintance who hunted and trapped extensively the 
Cayuga region and was familiar with both domestic breeds. The hunter, 
having extensive knowledge of the local wild ducks, supported the theory 
that the Cayuga was derived from the Black duck of Lancashire as opposed 
to originating from a local wild duck population. 

What is certain about the history of the breed is that John S. Clark introduced 
the ducks he attained in Orange County to Cayuga County in the Finger Lakes 
region of New York circa 1840. Clark noted at the time that occasionally ducks 
would develop a “top knot” on their heads. This is further substantiated by 
Luther Tucker, editor of The Cultivator, in 1851. In the Finger Lakes region 
Clark’s ducks soon became popular as a table bird and were noted for their 
ability as layers of numerous eggs. The ducks were named “Cayuga” after the 
native people of that area. By 1874 the Cayuga duck was accepted into the 
American Poultry Association’s Standard of Perfection. The breed was raised 
in large numbers on duck farms in New York until the 1890s when the Pekin 
duck came to dominate the duckling market in the big cities.

On the Farm
The meat of the Cayuga is reputed to be of excellent taste and fine 

quality but the carcass can be difficult to clean because of their dark feathering. 
Some resolve this problem by skinning the ducks rather than plucking. Their eggs, 
which can number up to 150 per breeding season, can be used for general eating 
and baking purposes. The whites of the eggs are usually firmer than the whites 
of chicken eggs and make delicious rich desserts.

When choosing stock for your farm, a fault to avoid with this breed is small 
size. These medium class ducks should have males that reach eight pounds and 
females seven pounds as mature adults. The beetle green color is most striking in 
young birds and as the birds age, white feathers typically begin to appear on the 
body after they go through their first breeding season. Overall, the Cayuga is an 
easy keeping docile breed that will be a beautiful addition to any farm. 

A special thanks to Jonathan Thompson of Great Britain for helping ALBC 
bring to light some of the historical inaccuracies surrounding the origin of the 
Cayuga duck. For more information on the Cayuga contact American Livestock 
Breeds Conservancy: albc@albc-usa.org or visit www.albc-usa.org. 

The Cayuga Duck:
A FeAThereD Jewel 

The Black East Indies bantam duck has 
similar coloring as the Cayuga, but the 
head is rounder, the neck and beak are 
shorter, and are much smaller in size. 
Photo courtesy of ALBC.

The Cayuga duck often looks black until 
the sunlight hits it, then it highlights their 
stunning green feathering. Photo courtesy 
of ALBC.

While ducks do not need a pond, they do need a 
water source deep enough to submerge their heads 
to clean their nostrils and eyes. Photo courtesy of 
ALBC.
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JOshua r nelsOn

rOcking B-a-B ranch

memBer, united PeaFOwl assOciatiOn

This article is aimed at beginner peafowl breeders and 
enthusiasts to give you a better understanding of peafowl 
species, colors, patterns and varieties. 

Species
The two species of peafowl most commonly bred in captivity 

are the Pavo cristatus and the Pavo muticus peafowl; better known 
as the India Blue and Green peafowl. Both species of peafowl are 
native to South Asia. The green peafowl, Pavo muticus, consists 
of three very similar, but distinct subspecies including the Java-
nese Green (Pavo muticus-muticus), Indo-Chinese Green (Pavo 
muticus-imperator), and Burmese Green (Pavo muticus-spicifer) 
peafowl. Although many experts concur that there are several 
more subspecies of Green peafowl, as many as 10, identification 
of the three most common is sufficient for this article. The three 
subspecies of Green peafowl are very similar in appearance and can 
be differentiated by an experienced breeder or most accurately by 
DNA testing. Most people refer to the Green peafowl generically 
as Java Greens, which is inaccurate, and for this article I will refer 
to them simply as Green peafowl. I will also be referring to the 
species Pavo cristatus simply as India Blues.

Colors
The neck of the cock bird determines the color of the bird. 

Therefore, the India Blue peacock neck is blue and the Green 
neck is, obviously, green. All other colors of peafowl are the 
result of genetic mutations that have occurred in the India Blue 
peafowl. A mutation occurs in the genetic makeup of a bird 
that affects the coloring of the feathers and results in different 
colored peafowl. The chance of a genetic mutation occurring 
is 1 in 1,000,000 and most of them go unnoticed. However, 
there are nine known distinct color mutations that have oc-

curred in the India Blue peafowl. These colors, although not 
all yet recognized by the United Peafowl Association (UPA), 
are White, Cameo, Purple, Charcoal, Opal, Bronze, Peach, 
Midnight, and Jade. These colors are the outcome of mutations 
that have occurred in the India Blue peafowl, and as a result 
are all recessive colors. Recessive means that if these colored 
birds are bred to an India Blue, the dominant color Blue would 
be expressed and all the offspring would look like India Blue 
peafowl. (Some exceptions apply as in sex linked genes.) These 
nine color mutations plus the two wild occurring colors make 
the 11 possible peafowl colors. There are no records of any 
color mutations occurring in the Green peafowl. 

Patterns
Another differentiating physical trait in peafowl is the body 

pattern. Patterns and colors refer to two very different aspects 
of peafowl and genetically act completely separate from one an-
other. Peafowl can carry and express a particular body pattern and 
it will not affect the identifying color of the cock bird’s neck. A 
body pattern is the way the colors of the peafowl’s body feathers 
are patterned. For example, the India Blue peafowl have what is 
called a barred wing pattern. This is the distinctive vertical black 
and white zebra like stripes on the wings. 

The barred wing pattern is the original pattern and is pres-
ent in the two wild occurring species birds. This barring pattern 
is present in the Green peafowl, but usually only occurs on the 
inner most feathers of the wings, is much darker in color, and is 
far less distinctive than on the India Blues. 

Much like color mutations, there have been four known 
pattern mutations that have occurred in the India Blue peafowl. 
These four pattern mutations are known as Black shoulder (Solid 
winged), Pied, White-eyed, and Silver pied. The Black shoulder 
pattern mutation changes the pattern of the wings of the India 
Blue cock bird from barred to solid colored. It affects the hens by 
changing their overall body from a brownish color to a creamy 
white with colored speckles throughout the body, but the identify-
ing color on the back of the hen’s neck remains the same.

The Pied pattern mutation creates a lack of pigmentation in the 

Colors,
Patterns & 
Varieties

Peafowl Species

The two most popular species of peafowl bred in captivity 
are the India Blue (Pavo cristatus), above, and the Greens 
(Pavo muticus). 

The neck of the cock bird determines the color of the bird. The 
India Blue peacock neck is blue and the Green neck is green. All 
other colors of peafowl are the result of genetic mutations that 
have occurred in the India Blue peafowl.
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bird’s feathers and causes the birds to have random splotches of 
white throughout the entire body, both on the hen and the cock. Pied 
birds are most frequently about 60% colored and 40% white. 

The White-eyed pattern mutation causes the ocellis, the eye-
like shapes, in the cock’s train to be white. It also causes a vary-
ing number of body feathers to either be white or turn white as it 
matures. The White-eyed pattern mutation is much less distinct in 
the hen because of the lack of a train, but does cause some body 
feathers to turn white and gives the overall tone of the body a 
frosted look. This frosty look is also present in the cock birds. The 
easiest way to identify the White-eyed gene in hens is to look for 
the distinctive flickering of white at the end of body feathers. 

The Silver pied pattern mutation is much like the pied 
gene, but in most cases causes the bird to only be about 10% 
colored and 90% white. This gives the bird an appearance of 
being white with colored splotches, rather than colored with 
white splotches as seen in the Pied pattern. The Silver pied 
gene works in conjunction with the White-eyed gene and 
causes the India Blue hen’s body color to look silver, hence the 
name Silver pied. Silver pied birds also have a tendency to get 
whiter as they grow in age. Much like the White-eyed gene, the 
Silver pied gene is complicated. A peacock can be white-eyed 
without being silver pied, but all silver pied birds are carrying 
the white-eyed gene. This information is intended to give you 
a general understanding. 

Interestingly, a single bird can have numerous body patterns, 
which can be referred to as combination patterns. For example, 
you can have an India Blue bird with the Black shoulder and 
the Pied body pattern. If you consider the original barred wing 
pattern and the four pattern mutations, there are nine possible 
body patterns and combination patterns. 
Patterns work separately from colors, so 
it is possible to have all of these patterns 
and pattern combinations bred into each 
of the nine color mutations and the India 
Blue. These unique combinations of 
colors and patterns are known as peafowl 
varieties. As with color mutations, there 
are no known pattern mutations that have 
occurred in the Green peafowl, so it is 
not possible to have any of these pattern 
mutations in a pure Green bird without 
first breeding it to a bird from the India 
Blue species, which in doing so produces 
a hybrid bird.

Varieties
The varieties of peafowl refer to all 

of the unique combinations of species, 
colors, and patterns. With each different 
combination, a new variety of peafowl is 
created. For example, the India Blues are 
considered one variety of peafowl, the 
Whites are considered another variety. 
The Cameo Pieds, the three subspecies of 
Greens, and the cross between the India 
Blue and the Green species are all con-
sidered a variety of peafowl. The two wild 
occurring species of peafowl, India Blue 
and Green, were the first two varieties of 
peafowl available, naturally. A new variety 

was created when a lady by the name of Mrs. Spalding bred the 
two species, an India Blue and a Green, together and produced 
a hybrid bird known as a Spalding. The Blue Spalding is now 
known as its own variety. Now the term “Spalding” simply refers 
to any bird that originated from the India Blue species, meaning 
the India Blue or any of the nine color mutations, crossed with 
any of the three subspecies of Green peafowl. 

With each new mutation, whether it is a color or a pattern 
mutation, there are dozens of new varieties of peafowl possible. 
When considering all the mutations that have occurred, the variet-
ies of peafowl have been greatly multiplied. Given the India Blue 
and the nine color mutations, it is possible to cross each colored 
bird with the Green and make a Spalding variety in each of those 
10 colors. Combinations such as those give you varieties like the 
Blue Spalding, White Spalding, Cameo Spalding and so on. It 
is also achievable to breed all of the possible body patterns and 
pattern combinations into all 10 colors, as well as the Spalding 
varieties. A complete list of peafowl varieties can be seen on the 
UPA web page www.peafowl.org. 

In conclusion, there are two popular species of peafowl 
bred in captivity, the India Blue (Pavo cristatus) and the Greens 
(Pavo muticus). There are 11 known colors of peafowl. There 
are five known body patterns. Considering all these color and 
pattern combinations there are 185 varieties of peafowl pos-
sible. Many of these varieties have not yet been developed and 
it will take the dedication and aspiration of peafowl breeders 
to see these birds in our future. 

For more information about raising peafowl, see the United 
Peafowl Assocation’s website: www.peafowl.org or their ad on 
page 55. 
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carOlyn evans-dean

new yOrk

If you’re looking for an easy livestock 
addition for your backyard or home-
stead, you need look no further than 

the Coturnix quail. They consume very 
little feed and require very little care to 
produce healthy, gourmet-quality eggs 
and meat for your family.

The recent surge in urban farming 
is shining a new light on these fabulous 
little birds, though they are 
equally suited to rural areas. 
First domesticated in Asia, 
quail belong to the family of 
birds called the Phasianidae 
that include chickens, pheas-
ants and partridges.

Coturnix quail are gentle 
birds that come in many variet-
ies and are easily raised in small 
spaces. Prized for their meat 
and egg production, they are 
considered to be fully grown at 
six weeks and begin to produce 
eggs at eight weeks. Unlike 
chicken roosters, the crow of 
a male quail is not as loud, nor 
does it carry as far. This makes 
the quail a neighbor-friendly 
choice, even for those living in 
the city. As with any livestock, 
you will want to check with 
your local zoning office and the 
state to determine if a special 
permit is required. In my home 
state of New York, it is illegal 

to raise or release domestic game birds 
without a permit issued by the Department 
of Environmental Conservation. 

Most modern Coturnix quail begin 
their lives in an incubator, as their parents 
seem rather disinterested in hatching 
eggs. After 17-18 days of incubation, 
thumb-sized chicks emerge from speck-
led shells. Though sluggish at first, the 
chicks begin to eat finely crushed game 
bird feed and drink water within a couple 
of hours of their hatch and begin running 
around at top speed. They do seem to 
have a death wish and can easily drown 
in a quail waterer. For that reason, we 
start our birds out with a few soda bottle 
caps as waterers. We place a marble in the 
center of it to prevent them from falling 
in. Like chicken chicks, quail require heat 
from a heat lamp for their first few weeks 
of life. An inadvertent chill can result in 
death within a very short period of time. 
The birds grow out quickly with adults 
weighing in at between 3-1/2 — 5-1/2 
ounces and standing approximately five 
inches tall. The average lifespan seems to 
range from 1.5 years to 4 years.

Once they achieve adulthood, 
Coturnix quail have very basic require-

Smooth Quailing

If you are looking to start a small business 
producing eggs or meat, and seek a quick 
turnaround time, quail are a good choice. 
The Coturnix Quail matures in about 6 weeks 
and should begin laying eggs at 8 weeks of 
age. The Chocolate variety is seen here.

Coturnix Quail hens lay between 200 and 300 eggs per year if 
raised in the proper environment and when artificial lighting 
is used. 

ments to maintain optimum health. 
Well-ventilated housing, access to clean 
water and a high-protein game feed are 
pretty much all that is needed for them 
to thrive.

Most people raising quail for eggs or 
meat prefer to grow them out in welded 
wire cages, resembling rabbit hutches. The 
wire used to construct the floor should 
have holes that are no larger than 1/4 inch 
in order to allow the birds feet to remain 
healthy. Wire also helps to keep the eggs 
and birds from becoming soiled. 

Each section of the cage should house 
only one male. An additional male in the 
cage will result in a fight to the death as 
each tries to assert his dominance over 
the hens. In a cold climate, fewer daylight 
hours will curtail laying activities unless 
supplemental lighting is provided. Quail 
hens require 14 hours of light per day in 
order to produce eggs. 

Though quail waterers are readily 
available at most feed stores, the water 
bottles commonly used for rabbits are 
a far better choice. They keep the birds 
from fouling the water and only have to 
be refilled every couple of days, making 
the daily chores minimal. 

Quail are gentle birds, yet they can 
be a bit skittish. If they should happen to 
escape from a cage they can be a handful 
to recapture, even with a net. Our family 
found out the hard way just how difficult 

they can be to catch! Their bod-
ies are just small enough to fit 
in the tightest crevices. Once 
they have gotten away, they are 
unlikely to return.

When it comes time to select 
a meat variety of quail, the Tex-
as A&M is probably the most 
popular variety in America. 
Compared to other Coturnix 
quail, they tip the scale at 10-13 
ounces in only seven weeks.

You may be thinking that 
you really don’t need to add 
quail to the mix at your farm 
because you already have 
chickens and they produce 
eggs and meat, too. The larg-
est difference between raising 
chickens and quail is in the 
length of time that it takes to 
get a return. Chickens begin to 
lay eggs once they are between 
18 and 26 weeks of age. A sin-
gle quail hen can lay between 
72 and 120 eggs during that 
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same time frame. Split equally between 
hatching and eating, there is the realistic 
chance that at a minimum, one hen can 
produce 36 eggs for eating and about 
25 new quail chicks to start the process 
all over again. Admittedly, about half of 
those 25 chicks will be males and won’t 
be biologically equipped to lay eggs. 
That’s okay, though, because they taste 
great on the grill at 7 weeks of age!

Once you’ve made the decision to 
keep quail, you should have a business 

strategy for maintaining them. This 
doesn’t have to be complicated. If your 
family plans to eat the eggs and meat, 
then that may be all of the planning that 
you need. If you would like to find a 
market for your birds or eggs, then you 
will need to study your local market.

There are a few niches that can be 
explored. Quail eggs are extremely 
popular in the Asian community, as they 
are used in the preparation of many au-
thentic dishes. If you live in an area with 
a growing Asian population, then you 
might want to focus on that segment of 
the market. Better yet…try to locate an 
Asian market to carry your wares.

Some hunters and dog trainers like to 
train their animals using live quail. This 
could be a solution for someone who has 
too many non-productive, older birds. 
Look to local game hunting clubs for 
leads. Additionally, some game hunting 
facilities purchase birds to stock their 
ranges for their clientele.

Posting an advertisement on Craig-
slist might yield people interested in 
purchasing either hatching eggs or live 
birds. There may also be a demand for 
fully dressed birds in your area depend-
ing upon local laws pertaining to the 

Coturnix quail hatch out in 16-17 days, 
while most quail breeds hatch in 21-25 
days. Quail chicks can easily drown in 
standard waterers, and extra care needs 
to be used in the setup. Carolyn’s family 
uses soda bottle caps with a marble 
placed in the center to prevent accidental 
drowning. 

Kencove  electric  netting
• Semi-rigid vertical stays reduce sagging 
• 3.5” spacing for optimum security 
• Superior protection from predators 
• Built-in step-in posts for easy installation

Free Fence guide / catalog
800-536-2683

Kencove  
Portable 
chargers
• Power adjustment knob
• Voltage indicator light 
• Easy-to-carry handle 
• Battery operated, optional  
 solar panel

www.kencove.com

Free 

 shiPPing 

4 large, skinned quail 
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 clove garlic, minced
2 onions, diced
2 cups fresh moonlight mushrooms, 
 sliced
2 cups breadcrumbs 
2 tablespoons thyme, chopped
2 tablespoons rosemary, chopped
2 tablespoons parsley, chopped
Salt and freshly-ground black pepper
1/2 cup melted salted butter

Directions:
Preheat your oven to 350°F (175°C). Debone the quail from the back, leaving 

the bird whole.
In a large frying pan, heat the olive oil and minced garlic over medium heat. 

Add the onion and cook until caramelized and brown. Add the sliced mushrooms 
and cook for 1 minute. Remove the pan from the heat. 

Add in the breadcrumbs and chopped herbs. Season to taste with salt and 
black pepper.

Dividing the stuffing mixture equally among all birds, fill the cavity of each 
bird. Plump the birds up into their previous shape, then place each in a foil envelope 
and brush with melted butter. Place the quail in the oven to roast for 15 minutes. 
Open the foil and continue to cook for another 7 minutes. Remove from the oven 
and serve on a bed of rice. Enjoy!

Stuffed Quail with Mushrooms
slaughter of animals. Once people try 
quail meat, they will keep coming back 
for more.

Quail eggs can also be boiled for use 
as a healthy snack for small children, who 
tend to have a fondness for tiny foods. 
When cooked with a splash of white vin-
egar in the boiling water, they peel easily 
and can be added to a lunch box. 

If you live close to a city, quail eggs 
are also highly sought after by caterers 
for use as deviled eggs. Nothing says 
“trendy party” like bite-sized eggs on 
a serving tray! Fresh eggs can also be 
marketed at a premium price to upscale 
grocery stores.

Once you have established the busi-
ness strategy, it is easy to maintain your 
bevy (the proper name for a group of 
quail) at the optimum size to avoid feed-
ing unneeded birds. Should demand for 
eggs and meat decrease, excess birds can 
be slaughtered and frozen until needed as 
meat. When the demand for eggs returns, 
fertile eggs can be set in an incubator. 
Within eight weeks, the egg and meat 
production is back to full capacity.

With very little work, good feed and 
some great recipes, you can look forward 
to smooth quailing! 
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dave andersOn, directOr

american POultry assOciatiOn

Poultry exhibits or shows are the 
“Show Windows” for the standard 
bred poultry industry. They offer 

a forum for fellowship and competitive-
ness among breeders and exhibitors, an 
opportunity to measure and admire the 
progressive development of individual 
varieties and breeds and a chance for 
the general public to observe and, hope-
fully cultivate, an interest in showing 
and breeding.

Both the American Poultry Asso-
ciation (APA) and the American Bantam 

Association (ABA) sanction numerous 
poultry shows each year throughout North 
America. In the case of the APA, this 
amounts to over 260 shows per year. As a 
part of the sanctioning process, the orga-
nizations offer special prizes and provide 
guidelines concerning judging and show 
set-up. Members earn points at sanctioned 
shows that are applied to their Master or 
Grand Master exhibitor status.

There are a variety of “meets” that 
may be awarded to sanctioned shows. 
These consist of Club, State or Provin-
cial, District, Semi-Annual and Annual 
Meets. Club Meets are assigned by the 
Association’s secretary while each Dis-

trict Director (there are 12 in the APA) 
is responsible for placing State or Pro-
vincial and District Meets. Semi-Annual 
and Annual Meets are the responsibility 
of the Board of Directors.

The general idea of holding “meets” 
is to promote competition and increase 
the amount of entries. This benefits the 
host club and exhibitors alike as the club 
realizes more money via entry fees and 
exhibitors experience more competition 
allowing them to measure their progress 
and see how their birds stack up with 
other breeders.

Semi-Annual and Annual meets are 
held in conjunction with Association 
Conventions where Board of Directors 
meetings are held. Any member club can 
submit an application to host a Semi-
Annual or Annual meet. These meets 
are rotated throughout the United States 
according to a pre-determined schedule. 
This provides members and breeders the 
opportunity to exhibit at such historic 
events on occasion without the major 
expense or time commitment that may 
be required if the meets were held in the 
same location each year. As an example, 
the last four Annual APA meets were held 
in Indiana, Ohio, California, and Illinois 
while the Semi-Annuals convened in 
Colorado, Washington, Iowa, and New 
York.

Most of the breeds of poultry com-
monly exhibited are represented by Breed 
Clubs such as the Rhode Island Red Club 
of America, American Brahma Club, 
Modern Game Bantam Club of America, 
Plymouth Rock Fancier’s Club, Old 
English game Club of America, and so 
forth. Quite often, many of these breed 
clubs attempt to align their own national 
meets with the APA and/or ABA National 
which has the effect of attracting even 
more birds and exhibitors.

Hosting an APA or ABA meet that 
also involves breed nationals can result 
in a major event and be a true boon to the 
local club and to the local economy. The 
APA Annual held in Ventura, California 
in 2008 increased entries from a normal 
1,100-1,200 to 2,700 with attendees from 
22 states and three countries. A majority 
of the attendees stayed for a weekend and 
pumped money into the local economy 
via hotels and restaurants. The host club 
gained in membership and saw their trea-
sury increase through dues and increased 
entry fees. Another example is the dual 
(APA/ABA) Annual in Indianapolis, 

Poultry Exhibits

Adventures in Showing
My two sons, Joshua (age 13) and Jacob (age 17) showed their broiler chickens 

at our county fair in September, 2008. They placed in the top of their class 
and it’s not because Joshua’s chicken decided to let it all out—all over his shirt. 
The judge was nice enough to let me (Mom) hold the chicken while he ran to find 
a shirt to change into.

He was a good sport and everyone at the show was laughing at what happened. 
The funny thing is the same thing happened to him the year before at another show. 
He loves poultry, so he doesn’t mind the mishaps that can happen.

Jana Camp, Indiana

Joshua Camp gets blasted by his showbird at the county fair. He laughed it off, then 
changed his shirt before judging. Note the eye of the bird; it seems to be laughing too. 

The “Show Window” of
Standard Bred Poultry
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Indiana in 2006 where over 11,600 birds 
were entered, making it one of the largest 
shows ever held in North America.

For folks new to the exhibition poultry 
industry or who are thinking about obtain-
ing some birds, District, Semi-Annual, 
and Annual meets offer a perfect venue 
for “looking over” the various breeds and 
varieties and discussing their merits with 
those who breed and exhibit them. I am 
often asked by potential new exhibitors 
to recommend a breed for them to start 
with. Through my experiences as a youth 
leader and advisor, I have found that the 
best breed to begin with is the one that is 
most appealing on a personal basis. Meets 
make the ideal location to truly spend time 
reviewing the birds and determining which 
particular breed or variety catches your 
eye. In addition, the shows offer the vet-
eran breeder and exhibitor a chance to see 
how others are progressing in their breed 
and perhaps they can pick up a bird or two 
that will help their breeding program. 

To learn more about the APA, please 
visit their website at www.amerpoultry-
assn.com or contact the APA secretary, 
Pat Horstman, via telephone at (724) 
729-3459 or e-mail secretaryapa@ya-
hoo.com. 

America’s Oldest Bird Supply Company!

What a great product!  Used in Europe for years.  Foy’s is 
proud to be your distributor in North America.  Foy’s truly 
believes that many different uses will be found for this 
Electronic Doorkeeper.  Cat and dog owners may use it to 
open and close an entrance to the dog house, garage or 
out building.  Poultry fanciers may want to use it to allow 
the flock to go outside and then close it when it gets dark.  
Pigeon fanciers will be able to allow a door to open at 
dawn and close it at a chosen time later.  Pigeon racers 
may use it when flying the darkening system, or perhaps 
if you have a special use, you can let us know. This 

(All Prices Are Subject To Change)

Call for your FREE 2009-2010 Catalog

All orders received by 2:00 P.M., shipped 

same day (on instock items only) 

or a 15% discount on your next order.  

Offer expires 30 days after shipping date.

CALL FOR YOUR FREE 2009 - 2010 CATALOG

www.FOYSPETSUPPLIES.com

CALL 1-877-355-7727
or order online at: 

www.foyspetsupplies.com

jgagne@zoominternet.net
-    Coop questions, health questions, etc.

foyspigeon@zoominternet.net
-    All correspondence, please.

Automatic Doorkeeper

automatic control device can be used wherever a vertical sliding gate is to be opened and 
close to respond to light conditions at dawn and dusk.  The sensitivity of the system is 
adjustable.  Vertical sliding gate is to be opened and closed to respond to light conditions at 
dawn and dusk.  The sensitivity of the system is adjustable.  Using one of our timers, it is not 
only possible to open and close the sliding gate according to the time setting or to open and 
close it in response to light conditions, but it is also easy to set a maximum for the closing time. 

Other uses for the Electronic Doorkeeper are poultry houses, dog and cat entrances, etc.  
Perhaps you want an animal to be released at a certain time, after you leave for work for 
example. Just set the timer and it will open.  You can close it at your convenience or set a time 
for it to close automatically.

#2100  Doorkeeper     $189.95
#2101  Doorkeeper with light sensor    $199.95
#2102  Doorkeeper Timer    $89.95
#2103  9” x 13” Door     $28.95
#2104  12” x 15” Door     $32.95
#2105  13” x 20” Door     $44.95
#2106  Outside Light Sensor    $22.95

We recognize that many of our 
customers are small flock 
breeders who do not need or 
can not justify the purchase of a 
large and expensive brooder. 
This all inclusive brooder is 
large enough to handle the 
needs of most small flocks of 
chickens, quail, etc. The red 
base, which collects the 
droppings, is 24" diameter x 2 " 
deep. The brooder fits into the 
dropping pan and is easily lifted 
off for removing the droppings. 
The white round brooder has a 
plastic coated removable wire 
floor. The wire floor grill is 1/2" x 
1/2". The top of the brooder is a 
lift-off plastic coated wire, 23" in   

#2306  Nanny Brooder               $159.95

Nanny Brooder

3185 Bennett’s Run Road
Beaver Falls, Pa 15010

diameter. You may move the brooder from place to place using the red built in handle. 
The heat source is an infrared bulb which is hung over the chicks, and the height 
is adjustable to be as close to the bird as you need. The total height of the brooder is 
32 1/2". We also include a feeder and drinker.

We recognize that many of our 
customers are small flock breeders 
who do not need or can not justify 
the purchase of a large and 
expensive brooder. This all inclusive 
brooder is large enough to handle 
the needs of most small flocks of 
chickens, quail, etc. The red base, 
which collects the droppings, is 24" 
diameter x 2 " deep. The brooder fits 
into the dropping pan and is easily 
lifted off for removing the droppings. 
The white round brooder has a 
plastic coated removable wire floor. 
The wire floor grill is 1/2" x 1/2". The 
top of the brooder is a lift-off plastic 
coated wire, 23" in diameter. You 
may move the brooder from place to 
place using the red built in handle. 
The heat source is n infrared bulb 
which is hung over the chicks, and 
the height is adjustable th be as 
close to the bird as you need. The 
total height of the brooder is 32 1/2". 
We also include a feeder and 
drinker.
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cheryl BarnaBa

sanctiOn cOOrdinatOr

american Bantam assOciatiOn

When I was a kid I asked my 
father for a pony. Actually, 
it was more like begging. Fi-

nally he said I could have a pony, and we 
began checking into space requirements 
and fees. Shortly after that, my pony was 
canceled, and I was crying. In the spring 
Mom came up with a mail-order chicken 
catalog and said we could get chickens. 
Chickens, bummer! But of course, all my 

disappointment was quickly forgotten 
when the chicks arrived. I loved them. 
Like many kids I spent hours holding my 
new pets. Favorites emerged. The next 
thing I remember we had a fair booklet 
and a Bantam Standard. 

Mom said the Standard was a refer-
ence book. All we had to do, she said, 
was read the descriptions, look at the 
pictures and figure out what breeds the 
hatchery had sent us. Mom cautioned me 
that our birds might not win at the fair as 
our birds might not be of high quality. I 
went outdoors and got my favorite bird. 
Mom got the book. We found a picture 
of what we thought the bird looked like. 
It was the only image the bird resembled 
in the whole book. It must be a Sebright, 
we decided. Excitedly, Mom read off the 
Sebright description. Comb: Rose. We 
went to the front of the book and deter-
mined it was a rose comb our bird had. 
And it did sit squarely on our chicken’s 
head like it was supposed to. We kept 
reading. Head: round in the front, large 
in comparison to the size of the bird, 
carried well back, point of beak to be 
slightly back of perpendicular line drawn 
in front of breast. 

Yes, this description matched our 
bird. Mom slowly read on. Item after 
item: Neck, Hackle, Back, Saddle, Tail, 
Wings, Breast, Body & Stern, Legs & 
Toes. They all looked correct on our bird. 
Could it be? Could our chicken really be 
a good bird after all? The last thing the 
Standard mentioned was Appearance 
that the book stated should be: Stylish, 
Cobby, Pugnacious, and Well-balanced. 
Yup! That was our bird! Mom and I 
were besides ourselves. We had a good 
chicken! Unbelievable!

That week Mom did her best to help 
me fill out an entry form. Long summer 
days passed until finally fair day arrived. 

Why You 
Need to 
Own a

Standard

We were terribly excited. The nice man 
running the fair showed us how to find 
our cages and assured us the birds would 
be fine in our absence. We came back the 
following day to talk to the judge. We 
asked what the letters DQ written on our 
card stood for. We were told “Disquali-
fied.” What? we said in unison! How 
could that be, we read the book! 

That was the moment I became a 
poultry hobbyist. That exact moment. 
Under a white tent in a quaint fair-
grounds on a warm summer afternoon. 
I almost fainted as the judge explained 
that our Sebright was, in fact, pretty 
good. It had the correct shape, it had the 
correct color. However, he was twice the 
size he was supposed to be. His head was 
not supposed to be touching the top of 
the cage, he explained nicely. Mom and 
I never realized that our bird was greatly 
oversized. It was there. Right there in the 
Standard: Weight: 20 ounces. Ours was 
an oven stuffer for sure. Looking back 
on it Mom and I had many great laughs 
from that day. In fact, now that Mom 
has passed away it’s one of my favorite 
memories of her.

So why do you need to own a Stan-
dard of Perfection? It’s possible spry little 
Sebrights would all be clunky giants as 
seen with my personal example. But more 
seriously if you are interested in breeding 
purebred chickens you need a reference. 
You need one because your goal as a 
breeder is perfection. Without the clearly 
stated guidelines everyone would be 
breeding pigglie wiggily. Without a clear 
guideline we would all be breeding toward 
a suggestion, not toward standard.

Not showing your birds, you say? 
People who are maintaining heritage 
breeds need to own a copy too. Most 
heritage breed people are not bringing 
their birds to shows. Therefore they are 
not receiving any positive or any nega-
tive criticism via a poultry judge. Many 
rare breeder’s goal is to keep the breed 
going. And I agree, going is good, but if 
it’s not going in the right direction, are 
you really doing the breed a favor? 

Everyone who matches up two 
purebred chickens with the intention 
of making more needs to know what 
is a good trait and a bad trait in his or 
her breed. They also need to know the 
disqualifications in the breed. Without 
guidelines, how do you really know? 

An example that comes to mind: 
Recently there has been an insurgence 

136 Woodland Dr. • Eaton, Ohio 45320
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Silkie Chickens 

• Show Winning 
Flock 
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• Started chicks 
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www.BrownEggBlueEgg.com
Contact@BrownEggBlueEgg.com

• Welcome packet
• Care and feeding brochure

• Annual educational seminars
• Be in touch with other guinea fowl 

owners and experts.

$20 membership - Benefits include:

www.guineafowlinternational.org

Guinea Fowl International
2812 FM 987 • Kaufman, TX 75142
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of people interested in the Dorking 
bantam. How many people who have 
started working with this important breed 
realize that disqualifications in Dorkings 
include, “An absence of fully developed 
fifth toe, and shanks other than white or 
pinkish white.” 

Kids are great with the Standard. 
Give them a copy and pretty soon they 
are reminding the judge that a New 
Hampshire bantam should have medium-
length, well-spread tail carried at an angle 
of 45 degrees above the horizon. And 
why did he pick one that was only 30 
degrees above the horizon?

In breeding shape comes before color. 
As the Bantam Standard states: “Shape 
makes the breed and color makes the 
variety, any bantam lacking in shape shall 
be eliminated from competition.” As the 
old-timers say “you can’t paint a barn 
without first building the barn.”

There are all kinds of other interesting 
facts in the pages of the Standard. There 
is a nomenclature of female and male 
birds, a section on cutting for defects, a 
list of disqualifications, a general scale of 
points, instructions for judges, even a list 
of inactive breed and color patterns.

The Standard is a recipe book. It 
outlines in detail what every purebred 
bird is supposed to be. In the show world, 
our judges use the Standard to judge by. 
If not for this book they would simply be 
picking pretty chickens. 

When we go into the breeding season 
with a clear understanding of right and 
wrong, we will certainly be making the 
best choices for our breed. Good choices 
made today will pay off for generations 
to come. Getting it right at the start will 
save you a lot of grief.

I can almost guarantee you that 
every Master Breeder you meet owns 
at least one copy of the Standard. Both 
the American Bantam Association and 
the American Poultry Association offer 
one. Order the book that is right for you, 
unless of course you raise both large and 
bantam breeds, then you need both. They 
are readily available online at both orga-
nizations’ websites: www.bantamclub.
com and www.amerpoultryassn.com.

Knowledge is power! 
To learn more about the American 

Bantam Association or to order a Bantam 
Standard, visit: www.bantamclub.com; 
write: P.O. Box 127, Augusta, NJ 07822; 
call: (973) 383-8633 or see their ad on 
page 57. 
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BOB BOis

massachusetts

Perhaps there is no sound that 
defines country life like the crow-
ing of a rooster. It evokes images 

of golden mornings, of a simpler time 
when the world seemed more innocent 
and safe, and, well, rural. The sound, 
one would think, is inconceivably far 
removed from the well-heeled cubicles 
and conference rooms of international 
corporate headquarters. Yet, the advent 
of telecommuting, working from home 
instead of going to the office, with its 
teleconferences and web meetings, has 
given occasion for these seemingly 
separate worlds to collide, as they did 
for me in the summer of 2009, with 
unexpected results.

We live in a semi-rural community 
on about two acres of land, a hole in the 
woods, as one relative described it. The 
house is a ramshackle affair but it holds 
the heat in the winter and there’s a bed 
for everyone, including our spoiled coon 
hound.

We have 13 hens, mostly Buff Orping-
tons, along with an Ameraucana rooster, 
named Jewelry Bird (don’t ask—he was 
named by the kids) whose crow is some-
what strangled, less a “cock-a-doodle-
do” than an “errgh-errgh-errgh-ahhho.” 
For the most part, we allow the flock to 
free-range around the property. The dog 
leaves them alone and they pretty much 
take care of themselves, digging for grubs 
and ticks. Of course, we need to run them 
off out of the garden every now and then; 
they take a terrible toll on our tomatoes 
and hot peppers, but they help out with 

slug control. Maybe we’ll fence the gar-
den in one of these days. However, I’m 
getting off track here….

My home office is on the ground floor 
of our house, with my desk placed next 
to a window that looks out on the garden, 
and thence across to the hayfield and the 
mountain beyond. It’s a lovely view; much 
better than a cubicle. How wonderful, to 
sit at my desk writing clinical summaries 
for a medical device manufacturer with the 
scent of freshly turned earth and ripening 
hay wafting in through the open window 
on a gentle spring breeze. Jewelry Bird’s 
incessant crowing no longer consciously 
registered with me; it was the elevator 
music of my home office.

In the spring of 2009 this idyllic set 
up was disrupted when I took a new 
contract position, managing a global 
project for a large, international medi-
cal device firm. No longer would I be 
insulated from corporate culture; it was 
coming home to roost, so to speak. The 
meetings were endless, the hours long; 
however, the commute remained perfect. 
Each morning, I would rise at dawn, put 
on the tea kettle and, prodded by Jewelry 
Bird’s insistent croaking, I would let the 
chickens out of the coop to commence 
their daily circuit of the property. Then 
I would saunter to my office, fire up the 
computer, and check my calendar of ap-
pointments for the day.

As the project gained momentum, I 
was on the telephone constantly, attend-
ing planning meetings, strategy sessions, 
personnel updates, and informational ses-
sions. One of my son’s friends, over for 
the umpteenth time to play without once 
seeing me, asked “So, what does your Dad 

do for work, talk on the phone all day?”
Early on, I was asked to present 

a complex aspect of the project to a 
global corporate audience in a series of 
web-based informational sessions. At 
the very first one, attended by nearly 
one hundred employees, including 
several vice-presidents of the company, 
I welcomed everyone and began to de-
scribe what we needed to accomplish, 
when Errgh-Errgh-Errgh-Ahhho! I was 
shouted down by Jewelry Bird, who had 
decided to station himself directly outside 
my office window. He looked up at me 
with his head cocked and eyes blinking 
angrily, he ruffled his shiny, black/green 
feathers. My heart sank as adrenaline 
poured into my bloodstream. There was 
nothing but dead silence on the phone. 
Suddenly, the Medical Director in charge 
of the project asked, “Is someone watch-
ing Green Acres?”

Mortified, I quickly regrouped, and 
attempted to get back on track with my 
presentation. Yet, when I started in again, 
there the rooster was, not letting me get a 
word in edgewise. I quickly reached over 
and slammed the window down.

“Bob, is everything OK?” It was the 
Medical Director again. I had no choice 
but to fess up. 

“It’s my rooster. He doesn’t seem to 
like me speaking. But please, don’t wor-
ry, I’ve closed the window and it won’t 
happen again.” I hoped I had salvaged 
some shred of credibility. I had nightmare 
visions of being thrown off the project. 
Phrases like “unprofessional” and “inap-
propriate working conditions” leapt to 
mind. This was international corporate 
culture; one did not just allow roosters 
to interrupt teleconferences attended by 
company vice-presidents.

On that occasion, nothing more 
was said, and the meeting continued on 
without further interruption from Jewelry 
Bird.

Eventually, the cool spring breeze 
off the mountain was replaced by the 
warm stillness of early summer and my 
office window was found open, more 
often than not, when teleconferences 
were scheduled. Jewelry Bird made his 
presence known at these meetings on a 
regular basis, requiring me to reflexively 
slam down the window as soon as the first 
strangled notes were issued. 

As the summer wore on, however, I 
noticed something interesting began to 
happen: people started inquiring about 

When Worlds
Collide
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the rooster if he hadn’t been heard 
from during the first 10 minutes of the 
teleconference. If we waded into the 
agenda and Jewelry Bird was off some-
where else on the property, a colleague 
in Paris, Brussels, or Tokyo would 
comment that it didn’t feel right to be 
having the meeting without the rooster, 
who by this time had become a de facto 
mascot of the entire project. When the 
pace of work was overwhelming, when 
it seemed that success would most surely 
elude us, when we were despairing and 
sleep-deprived, Jewelry Bird would be 
there to bark at us like errant hens, and 
it seemed to actually make everyone feel 
better. The rooster’s cry was working its 
magic on cube-dwelling denizens from 
Boston to Budapest via fiber optic cable 
and satellite technology. There was even 
talk of creating a project team T-shirt 
with a rooster logo to be distributed 
globally.

Then came the day that Jewelry Bird 
never made it to the meeting, nor was he 
in the coop at dusk. I walked around the 
property and, at the edge of the encroach-
ing forest, I found a scattering of black/
green feathers. I had to break the news to 
the project team the next day. I could tell, 
even over the telephone, that the rooster’s 
demise deeply affected many of the team 
members. After that, the meetings went 
on as before but they were dull, monot-
onous—all business. The anticipation of 
Jewelry Bird’s garbled shriek was some-
thing we could all count on and joke about; 

it provided a sense of continuity, and team 
identity, and now it was gone.

Although no longer working on 
corporate contracts, I still maintain my 
home office, trying to write what I can. It 
is much quieter around here these days. 
Weeks after I left the project, I walked 
out to the mailbox and was surprised to 
find a package from one of my project 
colleagues. Inside was a warm letter and 
something lumpy wrapped in tissue paper. 
I unfolded the tissue to find a coffee mug 
with a rooster painted on it. A handwrit-
ten note was taped to the side of the mug: 
Jewelry Bird – In Memoriam. Bob Bois enjoys the enviable at-home-

office, allowing him to view nature 
while working in the corporate world. 
That was great until the crowing began, 
right in the middle of an international 
phone conference. Fortunately, all was 
eventually accepted, and even resulted 
in questions from co-workers when they 
didn’t hear the rooster.
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 Hello, Poultry Pals!
 Now that my shanks have thawed from the cold winter, I’m ready for green 
grass and fresh bugs. Demand for eggs has been high with Easter coming up. 
No more lounging while the bloom dries on an egg—the nesting boxes are more 
like drive-thru drop-off boxes! Springtime is a joy with the earth waking up 
and babies being born. When I see chicks pipping and ducklings take their first 
dip in the pond, I feel like a spring chicken myself. Enjoy the wonders of the 
season and keep your comb clean, Gertrude McCluck, C.I.C.

Youth Writing 
Contest Winners 

Continued

3rd Place

Gertrude’s 
Petition

Jane rOBertsOn

OklahOma

age: 12

Gertrude McCluck was a hen that 
lived in the hatchery. She had brown 
feathers and a bright red comb. 

When Gertrude woke up she always had her 
favorite breakfast, seeds and oatmeal. While 
eating, she read the paper. Today something 
shocking was in the paper—the hatchery was 
shutting down! The paper said the reason 
for this was because the property’s zoning 
prohibited chickens. What would happen to 
all the chickens?

The news quickly spread throughout 
the coops. Gertrude decided to hold a 
meeting. When everyone was there, 
Gertrude said, “I’m sure you all know 
why I called this meeting. The hatchery is 
shutting down and we have to do 
something about it! “Well, what do you 
suggest we do?” asked a hen. “Well, 
I’ll tell you what we are going to do, we 
are going to petition the city,” replied 
Gertrude. “We need an ink pad and some 
paper. “I have paper, and I have an ink 
pad,” replied two hens.

“Great! Let’s show city hall what 
we are made of!” exclaimed Gertrude. 
“Poultry?” asked a hen. Gertrude sighed. 
“No, I meant perseverance, patience, 
loyalty and bravery!” Everyone know 
what they are supposed to do? Great, 
meeting dismissed.”

The next morning Gertrude told 
everyone to bring the supplies for the 
petition to her coop. After all the hens had 
arrived, they started working. They cut and 
pasted, stamped and signed. Once they 
were done, Gertrude collected all of the 

yOuth:

Gertrude’s Frame Games
Each frame is a phrase or familiar expression related to Gertrude McCluck. Can you 
solve the picture puzzles?

CHACHICKENRGE

The Roost

1. 2.

3. 4.

Read
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papers and said, “Thank you for all of your 
hard work. If the city approves our petition, 
we will have saved the coop together.”

That afternoon Gertrude took the 
papers down to city hall, and asked 
when she would have an answer. “Next 
Tuesday,” said the mayor. “But sir, they are 
closing down the hatchery in two days. I 
need an answer now!” gasped Gertrude. 
The mayor reconsidered and said, “I do 
have a meeting at one o’clock, I can give 
you an answer tonight.” That night Ger-
trude returned to the mayor’s office for 
his answer. But the mayor was not there. 
She found a note on his desk which read, 
“I am sorry that I was not able to make 
it back in time to give my answer. I will 

Gertrude McCluck, Chicken 
in Charge is assisted by chicken 
wrangler Cyndi Gernhart. Find 
out more about Gertrude and 
her book series for children 
and other fun activities at:  
www.GertrudeMcCluck.net

Fun Facts: 
• While it can vary greatly depending 
on the time of year, where you live 
and the size, the average price of 
eggs in 2009 was $1.89 per dozen. 
• In general, most chickens lay one 
egg per day.
• It is said that the record for the most 
eggs laid in one day is seven. Then 
the hen perched on the roosting bar 
for the next week because she was 
eggs-hausted!

Jokes…Get the Yolk? 
Q. What do you say to a chicken 
before a performance?
A. Break an egg!

Q. Why couldn’t the chicken find 
her eggs?
A. She mislaid them!

Q. What kind of weather do 
chickens like best?
A. Fowl weather!

The Glow Of Spring

be back on Tuesday. Until then you are 
allowed to stay at the hatchery, signed 
R.R. Comb.” Gertrude took the note and 
went back to her coop. “I’ll just have to 
wait till Tuesday.”

The week flew by and when the mayor 
returned Gertrude went to his office and 
asked for an answer. The mayor said, 
“The board reviewed your petition and 
decided that since you contribute to the 
community, don’t make a considerable 
amount of noise and are rather clean, the 
hatchery should stay open.”

“Oh, thank you!” Gertrude went back 
to the coop and called a meeting. When 
everyone was there she said, “Hens who 
can write put up a mighty good fight!”

1. Chicken In Charge
2. Rule over the Roost
3. Read between the lines
4. Horsing around

Answer Key

Gertrude’s Frame Games

1. WRITE your caption idea on a piece of paper.
2. MAIL it along with your name and address to Baack Talk, 15154 W 
231st St., Spring Hill, KS 66083 OR e-mail suggestion to Cyndi@Ger-
trudeMcCluck.net. Selection for publication in a future issue will be at 
the discretion of Backyard Poultry. Name, town and state will be printed 
with response unless otherwise requested.

What do YOU think this chicken is thinking?

Baack Talk
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Backyard Poultry Breeders Directory

Advertise in the Backyard Poultry Breeders Directory for less than $4.50 a month. Your ad will be seen by more 
than 75,000 poultry enthusiasts who read every issue. Fill out the order form and return it today!

Have birds for sale?

Associations

South Carolina
RAMEY FARM, Gary L Ramey, 440 Surrey Race Rd., 
Salley, SC 29137. 408-205-8150. <geareduplyn@

Haynes Rd., Georgetown, IN 47122. 812-923-3483. 
<secretary@doveline.com> <www.DoveLine.com> 
Dues $20, $16 senior, $10 junior. Bimonthly newsletter. 
Member directory. Join over 500 members.

Ohio
COMER’S POULTRY, Leisha & Stephanie Comer, 
14499 Kettlersville Rd., Wapakoneta, OH 45895. 
419-516-8136. <ltcomer2003@yahoo.com> Faverolles: 
Bantam Salmon, Black, Blue, White & Buff. 

Indiana
WOODSIDE AVIARY, James Kotterman, Peru, 
Indiana. 765-985-2805. Pheasant enthusiasts check 
this out! Displaying full color the Golden Pheasant, 
Gigi Golden, Lady Amherst, Silvers, Swinhoe. Also 
Temminck Tragopan & Brown Eared. Give me a call 
and we’ll talk about the birds!

Maine
MID-COAST MAINE BIRD FARM, Scott O’Brien, PO Box 
243, Jefferson, ME 04348. 207-549-5473. Quail: Bob-
whites in Normal, Mexican Speckled and Gray. Also Valley, 
Gambel’s, Blue Scaled, Mountain, Benson and Coturnix 
varieties: Japanese, Button and Harlequin. Pheasants: 
Swinhoe, Blue Eared, Elliot’s, Lady Amherst and Goldens 
in Red, Dark Throated and Peach. I ship hatching eggs, 
started and adult birds. Send SASE for price list.

Massachusetts
ANTONIO FERREIRA, 49 Chestnut St., Seekonk, 
MA 02771. 401-465-1662. Hatching eggs: Chukar 
partridge $44/36, Bobwhite quail $37.50/50, turkey 
$36/12. Post paid. 

Minnesota
OAKWOOD GAME FARM, INC., PO Box 274, Princ-
eton, MN 55371. 800-328-6647. <oakwoodgamefarm.
com> We sell day-old pheasant and chukar partridge 
chicks and eggs.

Michigan
KREBS’ FARM, Bernd & Mari Krebs, 1043 E. John Beers 
Rd., Saint Joseph, MI 49085. 269-408-0282. <steinbach-
ers4ever@yahoo.com> Adult exhibition & breeding pairs. 
Rare Blue Steinbacher “Kampf” geese.

Iowa
WINTERS GUINEA FARM, Ralph Winter, 21363 
White Pine Ln., New Vienna, IA 52065. 563-853-4195. 
<www.guineafarm.com> <rwinter@guineafarm.com> 
Guinea fowl, Pea fowl.

Ohio
SOMMER-TYME FARM, Sommer Fry, 2230 For-
est Ridge Dr., Hebron, OH 43025. 740-404-0908. 
<sommertyme13@yahoo.com> Japanese bantams, 
Booted bantams & Call ducks.

Indiana
TOM & LINDA CHANDLER, 170 Mt. Calvery Rd., 
Freedom, IN 47431. 812-859-4873. <lchandler@
iendeavor.com> Quality birds only. Ship nationwide.

AMERICAN BRAHMA CLUB, Sandy Ka-
vanaugh, Sec./Treas., 216 Meadowbrook Rd., 
Richmond, KY 40475. Phone: 859-369-7244; 
Fax: 859-369-5659; <Henshaven@localnet.com> 
<www.AmericanBrahmaClub.com>. Promoting the 
Majestic Ones! USA & Canada Membership dues: 
Adults/Partnership/Farm $15/yr., US Juniors $10/yr., 
all other memberships $30/yr.

ARAUCANA CLUB OF AMERICA. Promoting the 
tufted, rumpless, blue egg laying Araucana. $20.00 
annual dues includes quarterly newsletter, 
breeders guide, and Araucana Handbook. Mail 
inquiries to: Araucana Club of America, 207 Pickens 
Drive, Pendleton, South Carolina 29670-9727. Visit 
our website and forum: <www.araucana.net>

C H A N T E C L E R  F A N C I E R S 
INTERNATIONAL, Mike Gilbert, Secretary, W5171 
Baker Rd., Holmen, WI 54636. 608-857-3386. 
<http://chanteclerfanciersinternational.org>

COCHIN’S INTERNATIONAL CLUB, Jamie Matts Sec 
Treas., 283 State Hwy. 235, Harpursville, NY 13787. 
607-725-7390. <mattsjt@aol.com> Three newsletters 
a year and a breeder’s directory promoting Cochin’s, 
both Bantam & Large Fowl. Adult membership $15 
a year, Youth $7.50.

DOMINIQUE CLUB OF AMERICA. Boosting 
America’s Oldest Breed Since 1973, Large Fowl and 
Bantam. $10.00 Annual Dues. Contact: Eddie Martin, 
President, 3740 Hwy. 413, Anderson, SC 29621. 
<www.dominiqueclub.org>

EASTERN IOWA POULTRY ASSOCIATION, Phil 
Shank, Sec., Eastern Iowa Poultry Show, Iowa City, 
IA. <pbshank@netins.net> <www.easterniowapoultry-
show.com> Show date November 27-28, 2010. 

G A T E W A Y  P O U L T R Y  S H O W – 
Bloomington, IN. Second weekend of April. <www.
Gatewaypoultryshow.com>

GUINEA FOWL BREEDERS ASSOCIATION. GFBA 
will encourage, support, and educate people as to the 
benefits in raising guinea fowl and provide information 
and support to those who own or plan to own them. 
<www.gfba.org> <www.guineafowl.com>

MODERN GAME BANTAM CLUB OF AMERICA, 
Bonnie Sallee, Sec./Treas., P.O. Box 697, Pine Grove, 
CA 95665. 209-296-8084. <jbsallee@volcano.net> 
<www.mgbca.org> Devoted to the appreciation of 
modern game bantams.

POLISH BREEDERS CLUB, Jim Parker, 3232 
Schooler Rd., Cridersville, OH 45806. 419-303-3009. 
<polishman@woh.rr.com> 

UNITED PEAFOWL ASSOCIATION. Josh Nelson, 
President, 2652 Woodyard Rd., DeFuniak Springs, FL 
32435-8649. 850-865-5812. UPA provides education, 
assistance & breeder information about raising pea-
fowl. Membership includes bimonthly color magazine 
and membership directory. Please visit our website 
at <www.peafowl.org> for more peafowl information 
and contact info. Book on raising peafowl compiled 
by experts in UPA available for $20 + $7 s/h. E-mail 
S. Tindell at <35711@worldnet.att.net>.

Ameraucana

msn.com> <www.rameyfarm.com> Quality true Am-
eraucana chicks. Hatching and shipping weekly.

Colorado
ROSEN AMERICAN GAME BANTAMS, Mark & Valerie 
Rosen, 59221 E. U.S. Hwy. 50, Boone, CO 81025. 
719-947-3006. <Mfireback@aol.com> <http://tech.
groups.yahoo.com/group/rosenagbs/> Seamless 
banded pairs of AGB’s in Black, Brassyback, BB 
Red, Ginger Red, Golden Duckwing, Wheaten, & 
White. Show and pet quality birds available in most 
varieties. We also keep several varieties of Miniature 
American Games and Spanish Gamefowl. We are an 
N.P.I.P. approved farm (CO#40). We ship nationwide 
by USPS Express Mail October through May. These 
are showbirds–not fighting chickens.

Arkansas
SkyBlueEgg, Ann Charles, 11418 Shiloh Church 
Rd., Mena, AR 71953. <contact@SkyBlueEgg.com> 
<www.SkyBlueEgg.com> Show birds, chicks, eggs. 
Large fowl and bantam, all varieties. 

South Carolina
RAMEY FARM, Gary L Ramey, 440 Surrey Race Rd., 
Salley, SC 29137. 408-205-8150. <geareduplyn@
msn.com> <www.rameyfarm.com> True rumpless 
Araucana chicks. Hatching and shipping weekly.

Wisconsin
HAWKIN HILL FARM, Jeff Singer, 762 8th Ave., 
Clayton, WI 54004. 612-242-4765. <jeffugee1@msn.
com> Hatching eggs, chicks, started birds. 

New York
STEVEN WOJTKOWIAK, 6375 W Tillen Rd., Boston, NY 
14025. 716-941-6724. <americanimages.usa@gmail.
com> Exhibition Brahmas & standard Leghorns.

New York
JAMIE’S COCHIN COLLECTION,  Jamie 
Matts, 283 State Hwy. 235, Harpursville, NY 
13787. 607-725-7390. <mattsj t@aol.com> 
<www.jamiescochincollection.cochinsrule.com>

Georgia
BOB’S BIDDIES, Bob Berry, 2155 Weaver Dr., Ray 
City, GA 31645. 229-455-6437. <bobsbiddies@msn.
com> Ship year round. 

Ohio
STICHLER’S POULTRY FARM, Mike Stichler, 1120 
State Rt. 603, Greenwhich, OH 44837. 419-565-3197. 
<stichlers@zoominternet.net> Dominique & Ro-
secomb Rhode Island Red Large Fowl. Will ship 
chicks or pickup at farm.

Indiana
AMERICAN DOVE ASSOCIATION, Denny Stapp, 7037 

American Game Bantams

Araucana

Brahma

Cochins

Dominique

Doves

Faverolles

Game Birds

Guineas

Japanese Bantams

Geese



www.backyardpoultrymag.com           73February/March, 2010

Indiana
MARIA’S JERSEY GIANTS, since 1976, Maria Hall, 
7030 S. Bloomington Trail, Underwood, IN 47177. 
812-752-7825. <MHbluegiants4u@aol.com>New 
Website: <www.mariasjerseygiants.com> Blues, Splash, 
Blacks, eggs, chicks. See my Blue Jersey Giants in Back-
yard Poultry, August/September, 2007, pages 62-63. Also 
SQ Rhode Island Red & White Rock bantams. 

Ohio
JOHNSON JERSEY GIANTS, Tim Johnson, 17650 W. 
Poe Rd., Weston, OH 43569. 419-353-0424. Black Jer-
sey Giants large fowl. Also New Hampshire Bantams.

Pennsylvania
BACON & MCCARTY, Doug McCarty, 126 N. Main 
St., Manchester, PA 17345. 717-268-1850, Cell: 
717-676-3080. Black Langshans. Large fowl & 
bantam. 

California
AMAYA HEN & INK, Amaya Rose Dempsey, 1905 
Surrey Way, Paso Robles, CA 93446. 805-238-6848. 
Bantam White Leghorns & Belgian Bearded d’Uccles. 

Illinois
VIC STIRNAMAN, 13944 S. 14th St., Pekin, IL 61554. 
<vstirnaman@msn.com>

Illinois
WILDING HERITAGE FARM, Larry & Judy Reynolds, 
PO Box 841, Homewood, IL 60430. 708-799-6851. 
<reynolds@wildingcollies.com>

Iowa
THE PEACOCK INFORMATION CENTER, Dennis 
Fett, 24783 330 St., Minden, IA 51553. 712-483-2473. 
<peafowlmail@peafowl.com> <www.peafowl.com> 
Peahen eggs, Peacock DVDs. 

Montana
CATHY REAM, 15506 Kendall Creek Rd., Clinton, MT 
59825. 406-825-6200. Fresh & blown eggs, chicks, 
feathers. Peacock feathers.

Florida
RHODE ISLAND RED CHICKS/EGGS, 727-388-9456. 
<BabyChicks4Sale@aol.com> Antibiotic Free. $1.95 
each. Low priced Incubators & Pluckers.

Georgia
BOB’S BIDDIES, Bob Berry, 2155 Weaver Dr., Ray 
City, GA 31645. 229-455-6437. <bobsbiddies@msn.
com> Ship year round. 

Illinois
GREG CHAMNESS, 11439 Paulton Rd., Pittsburg, IL 
62947. 618-922-6003. <greg_016@hotmail.com> SC & 
RC Bantams & SC Large Fowl Rhode Island Reds. 

Florida
BLACKBURN’S QUALITY BANTAMS, Wayne 
Blackburn, PO Box 736, Anthony, FL 32617. 352-622-4622. 
Sebrights, Wyandottes and Self Blue Old English.

Illinois
BRAD JONES, 14396 Christmas Tree Rd., Johnston 
City , IL 62951. 618-925-2042, 618-925-4142. Bantams: 
White Rock, Rhode Island Red, White and Black Cochin, 
White Leghorn & Wyandottes: White, Black, Silver, Laced 
& Partridge. Large: White Rock, Black Cochin.

NATURE’S HATCHERY (630) 428-7860 <www.Na-
turesHatchery.com> Chickens: Ancona, Australorp, 
Barnevelder, Buttercup, Brabranter, Brahmas, Broilers, 
Buckeye, Campine, Catalana, Cochins, Commercial 
Egg Layers, Cornish, Crevecoeur, Chanteclers, 
Delaware, Dominique, Dorking, Easter Eggers, 
Faverolle, Fayoumi, Hamburg, Houdan, Holland, Java, 
Jersey Giant, Jungle Fowl, Lakenvelder, Langshan, 
Leghorn, Marans, Minorca, New Hampshire, Orloff, 
Orpington, Phoenix, Polish, Rhode Islands, Plymouth 
Rocks, Sicilian, Silkie, Spanish, Sultan, Sumatra, 
Sussex, Turken, Welsummer, Wyandottes, Bantams, 
much more! Ducks: Buff Duck, Magpie, Call, Campbell, 
Cayuga, Crested, Harlequin, Indies, Mallard, Muscovy, 
Mandarin, Orpington, Pekin, Rouen, Runner, Swed-
ish, Wood Duck. Geese: Embden, Tolouse, Chinese, 
African, Pilgrim, Roman, Buff, Pomeranian. Turkeys: 
Broad Breasted, Eastern Wild, Bourbon Red, Narra-
gansett, Blue Slate, Rio Grande, Black, Midget White, 
Royal Palm, Standard Bronze, White Holland. Guineas, 
Pheasant, Quail, Chukar, Peafowl. Books, equipment, 
coops & more! Over 400 varieties! FREE catalog.

Iowa
WELP HATCHERY, Box 77, Bancroft, IA 50517. 
800-458-4473. <www.welphatchery.com> Specializ-
ing in Cornish Rock broilers. Also offering baby chicks, 
ducklings, goslings, bantams, exotics, turkeys, Guin-
eas, pheasants. Free catalog. MC/Visa/Discover. 

Maryland
WHITMORE FARM. Black & Blue Ameraucana, 
Delaware, Welsummer and Black Copper & Blue 
Copper Marans. Hatching eggs and day old chicks. 
NSIP# 51-375 certified Mycoplasma free stock. Online 
ordering at <www.whitmorefarm.com>.

Michigan
ChickHatchery.com, John W. Blehm, 4599 Lange Rd. 
Birch Run, MI 48415-8137. bantam chickens: Amer-
aucana, Lakenvelder, Vorwerk & Hamburg, large fowl 
chickens: Ameraucana, Chantecler & Dominique.

Minnesota
JOHNSON’S WATERFOWL, 36882 160th Ave. NE, 
Middle River, MN 56737. 218-222-3556. Grey, Buff 
& White Africans, Grey & Buff Pomeranians, Brown 
Chinese, Sebastopol & Buff geese, Rouen, Silver 
Appleyard, Pekin, White & Black Crested, Saxony, 
Black & Blue Magpies, Campbells, Penciled, White, 

Jersey Giants

Langshan

Leghorns

Modern Game Bantams

Peafowl

Rhode Island Reds

Rheas

Sebrights

Silkies

Seramas

Classification/Breed:___________________________________________ 
Your Farm Name:_____________________________________________
Your Name:__________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________
City, State, Zip:_______________________________________________
Phone Number:_______________________________________________
E-mail/Website:_______________________________________________ 
Additional Words:_____________________________________________ 

Breeders Directory Order Form

 Backyard Poultry
145 Industrial Drive, Medford, WI 54451

Phone: 800-551-5691 • Fax: 715-785-7414 • E-mail: csyclassifieds@tds.net

One Year Directory Listing (6 issues)   $ 50.00 
Additional Words $1.50 each:      $ _____ 
Total amount enclosed:        $ _____

Mail this 
form along 
with your 

payment to:

Louisiana
JERRY’S SERAMAS, LLC., Jerry Schexnayder, PO Box 
159, Vacherie, LA 70090. 225-265-2238. <jerschex@
aol.com> <www.jerrysseramasllc.com> Serama.

California
AMBER WAVES SHOW SILKIES, 1320 Mountain Ave., 
Norco, CA 92860. 951-736-1076. <http://showsilkies.
com> <info@showsilkies.com> A leading informational 
website on poultry with 100’s of articles, resources, free 
clipart, poultry community and more. Bearded bantam 
Silkie chicks available year round. Top bloodlines. NPIP 
certified. Ship nationwide and internationally.

Illinois
SERIOUSLY SILKIE BY MLB FARM, Michael & 
Laura Beardsley, RR 1, Box 93, Shelbyville, IL 62565. 
217-246-5918. <mlbfarm2@seriouslysilkie.com> <www.
seriouslysilkie.com> Bearded Silkie eggs, chicks & adults.
Waterfowl: White & Pastel Calls. White, Silver & Split Wood 
Ducks. Cinnamon, Ring, Chestnut & Greenwing Teals. 

Massachusetts
GOLDEN EGG FARM, Kate Morreale, <goldeneg-
gfarm@netzero,com>. 413-477-8872. <www.goldeneg-
gfarm.com> Hand-made pottery, hatching eggs. Bearded 
Silkies, Non-Bearded Silkies, Indian Runners.

Minnesota
HAWK’S VALLEY FARM, Joanne Griffin, 18005 Tru-
man Dr., Spring Grove, MN 55974. 507-498-5108. 
<hvfarm@springgrove.coop> Bourbon Red turkeys. 
Selective breeding for color and maximum size.

Texas
JAMIESON POULTRY, Jorn Jamieson, 5159 CR 
2208, Greenville, TX 75402. 903-883-5395. Turkey 
eggs, Bourbon Reds, Royal Palms, Blue Slates, 
Narrangansetts & White Broad Breasted crosses.

California
CHICKEN RIDDLE, Bridget, Hunter & Mackenzie 
Riddle, 3030 Orestimba Rd., Newman, CA 95360. 
209-485-1413. <sandydove@netvelocite.net> Large 
Fowl: Shamo, Salmon Faverolles, large Sicillian 
Buttercups. Bantam: Tuzo, Dark Cornish, Salmon 
Faverolles.

Turkeys

Various

New Hampshire
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Critically Endangered Breed
• Designing Your Pasture Shelter
• Raising & Training Exhibition Poultry
• Poultry Predator Identification: The First 
Step to Deterrence

June/July, 2008 Vol. 3/3
• Gardening with Guineas
• Vacation Care for Your Flock
• Integrating Poultry Flocks
• Make it Yourself: The Whizbang: 
An Affordable Homemade Poultry Plucker

Oct/Nov, 2008 Vol. 3/5
• One Dozen Tips & Tricks to 
Simplify Poultry Keeping
• Turkeys: History, Culture & Varieties
• Plymouth Rocks: The Heirloom Breed
• Making Duck Confit

February/March, 2010 Vol. 5/1
• There’s Nothing Quite Like a Muscovy!
• How to Photograph Your Flock
• The Laying of an Egg An Amazing Process
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Blue, Black, Grey (Mallard), and Emory Penciled 
Runners, White, Grey, Snowy & Pastel Call ducklings. 
Free brochure.

TREVOR NAU, 32814 730th Ave., St James, MN 
56081. 507-375-4716. Standards: S.C. Light Brown 
Leghorn, Blue Wyandotte. Bantams: Vorwerk, Blue-
Black Wyandotte, BB Red-Black Rosecomb, Silver 
Spangled Hamburg. 

URCH/TURNLUND POULTRY, 2142 NW 47 Ave., 
Owatonna, MN 55060-1071. 507-451-6782. Large 
fowl: Wyandottes, Rhode Island Reds, Rhode Island 
Whites, Java, Giants, Dominique, Brahma, Langshan, 
Cochins, Dark Brown & Black Leghorn, Spanish, 
R.C. Black Leghorn, Australorp, Polish, Hamburg, 
Faverolle, Welsummer, Campine, Cubalaya, Sumatra, 
Amerancauna, Naked Neck. La Fleche, Crevecoeur, 
Sultan. Bantam: Modern Game, Rock, Rhode Island 
Red, Leghorn, Naked Neck, Polish, Ameraucana, 
Cochin, Brahma, Faverolle, Langshan, Frizzle, Silkie, 
Wyandotte, Mille Fleur, Buckeye, Old English, Ancona. 
Geese: Canada, Egyptian, China, African, Pomeranian 
Ducks: Muscovy. Turkeys: Black, Slate, Bronze, Red, 
Palm, Beltsville, Eastern Wild, exhibition fowl.

New York
BROUILLETTE POULTRY CO. @ SHALE CREST, 
Karen & Rudy Brouillette, 1555 Bird Rd., Madison, 
NY 13402. 315-843-7563. 50 varieties Large Fowl 
and Bantams eggs & chicks. 

Ohio
ERIC MARKLEY, 19454 Miller Rd., Wapakoneta, OH 
45895. 419-568-7402. <markley@ohionational.org> 

White Leghorns, large fowl, bantams. Will deliver to 
poultry shows that I attend.

OAK GROVE FARM, Tom Stricker , 9660 Hemple Rd., 
Germantown, OH 45327. 937-855-4874. <tpstricker@
gtownonline.com> Polish, Phoenix, Yokohama. 

Oklahoma
COUNTRY HATCHERY, Dr. Dennis P. Smith, PO Box 
747, Wewoka, OK 74884. 405-257-1236. <drdpsph-
dedd@yahoo.com> <www.countryhatchery.net> Col-
ored and White Muscovy Ducklings; Pilgrim Goslings; 
Guinea Keets; Standard (Heritage) Bronze Turkey 
Poults; Rhode Island Reds. Free color brochure.

SOUTHSIDE HATCHERY, John Allison, 12447 NS 
3570, Seminole, OK 74868. 405-380-6789. <johnal-
lison2589@sbcglobal.net> Large fowl: Rhode Island 
Red, Barred Rock, Deleware, Americana, Black 
Australorp, Black Sexlink, Wells Summers, Buff 
Orpington; Cuckoo Maran, Dominiques, Silver Laced 
Wyandottes; Guinea fowl: Purple, White, Pearl, and 
Lavender; Turkeys: Royal Palm and Standard Bronze; 
Peafowl; Call Ducks. Please call or write to receive 
your free brochure today. 

Pennsylvania
DICK HORSTMAN, 5 Kings Creek Rd., Burgettstown, 
PA 15021. 724-729-3701. <dickhorstman@comcast.
net> Exhibition. Quality large fowl & bantams. Eggs, 
chicks & adults.

Wisconsin
BUTCH’S BIRDS POULTRY FARM, Airling Gunder-
son, N6465 Schwantz Rd., Pardeeville, WI 53954. 

608-429-9960. <amgund@verizon.net> <www.
ButchsBirds.com> Geese, ducks, chickens, NPIP. 

PURELY POULTRY, Tyler Danke, PO Box 1065, 
Oshkosh, WI 54903-1065. 920-472-4068. <Chicks@
PurelyPoultry.com> <www.PurelyPoultry.com> Great 
prices, 200 breeds: chickens, bantams, ducks, geese, 
turkeys, guineas, peafowl, pheasants, ornamental 
pheasants, chukars and quail.

Michigan
WEBBED FOOT PINES WATERFOWL FARM, Lu-
cas Dickerson, 3985 Packard Rd., Sand Creek, MI 
49279. 517-436-3849. <webbedfootpines@yahoo.
com> Exhibition Gray & Buff Toulouse, Black & 
Chocolate Muscovy, Snowy Calls, White & Silver Laced 
Wyandotte bantams.

Florida
WHITE ROCK CHICKS/EGGS, 727-388-9456. 
<BabyChicks4Sale@aol.com> Antibiotic Free. $1.95 
each. Low priced Incubators & Pluckers.

South Carolina
RAMEY FARM, Gary L Ramey, 440 Surrey Race Rd., Sal-
ley, SC 29137. 408-205-8150. <geareduplyn@msn.com> 
<www.rameyfarm.com> Red Shoulder Yokohamas.

Waterfowl

White Rocks

Yokohama
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What is PoultryNet?
A prefabricated fence that arrives at your door as a complete roll 

(but still needs to be electrifi ed with an energizer). Energizer and 
additional support posts sold separately.

White vertical strings are “welded” to black/white electroplastic 
conductive horizontals. White plastic posts built into the net every 
12 ft. support the mesh. 

42 or 48 in. tall netting is available. 12 horizontals. Verticals 
every 3 in. A 164 ft. roll weighs less than 15 lbs. 

How does it work?
The close mesh spacing and the “live” horizontals present both 

a physical and a pain barrier to birds and their predators. 
To reduce energy loss, it should be moved before lush green 

grass grows into the fence. That’s simple since a 164 ft. roll can be 
installed or removed in minutes without tools. Mesh is stretched 
only hand tight.

Note: Not effective with baby chicks that are small enough to crawl 
through the net openings & therefore are not deterred by the electric shock.

 

Uses?
• To fence in most non-fl ying poultry (chickens, ducks & geese).
• To fence out dogs, foxes, coyotes, raccoons, opossum & skunks.
• To rotate poultry easily from one grass area to another.

800-282-6631
www.premier1supplies.com

Washington, IA

NEW! Poultry & Garden Products Catalog!
Ask for our 3 unique booklets—FREE!

Free Shipping!
On qualifi ed internet orders.
Visit our website for details.

PoultryNet™

The “Instant” Fence! 
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