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On the cOver: 
The February/March, 2010 cover win-
ner is a photo by Robert Gibson, a 
partner in the Yellow House Farm, Bar-
rington, New Hampshire, where they 
raise and sell heritage poultry breeds 
and produce. Robert has been a cover 
photo winner in the past, with his Nar-
ragansett turkey gracing the October/
November, 2008 cover. 

To learn how to enter your poultry-
related photos in the photo contest, see 
page 18.
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FrOm the editOr: 

Forget TV
Read to the Chickens

elaine Belanger

A ccording to www.worldpoultry.net, 
stressed chickens perform better 
when you let them watch tv. 

 The site states, “According to The 
Star of Malaysia, scientists have revealed 
that the stressful life of the battery chick-
en can be relieved with a daily dose of 
television. Seemingly, chicks that watch 
television grow faster on less food, lay 
larger eggs more regularly and appear to 
be happier. All it takes to make these birds 
more interested in their environment and 
more sociable is a mere half-an-hour a 
day in front of the idiot box.”

Don’t we raise chickens so we have 
something better to do than watch tv? I 
propose reading out loud to the chickens 
instead. And I suggest you start your 
reading with The Complete Idiot’s Guide 
To Self-Sufficient Living by Jerome D. 
Belanger, better known to many as “Jd.”

I worried what value readers would 
put on my opinion of this book, as the 
author is my father-in-law. Nonetheless, 
I have always thought highly of his intel-
ligence, way of life, editorial and writing 
skills, and on a personal level, as a human 
being and father of my fabulous husband. 
(I have always secretly thanked Jd and his 
wife, Diane, for raising a well-rounded, 
loving and smart man, but maybe here I 
am just a little bit prejudiced.)

So I put off reading The Guide to 
Self-Sufficient Living, and instead planned 
to focus on Belanger’s upcoming book, 
The Complete Idiot’s Guide To Raising 
Chickens, which will be available in April, 
2010. Then over the holidays, I decided to 
read the book, and frankly, I couldn’t put it 
down. Every page made me reflect on my 
current lifestyle, and kept me yearning to 
learn more about Belanger’s approach to 
his self-reliant way of living.

A Book Worth Reading
As founding editor of Countryside & 

Small Stock Journal —our sister magazine 
for homesteaders (as well as the original 
1979 Backyard Poultry) — Jd knows what 

he is writing about. But his common-sense 
guidelines aren’t the best part. Belanger’s 
inspirational writing style—filled with 
gentle reminders, thought-provoking ideas 
and humor—set this guide apart from 
other country living books. And it comes 
from a man who has lived and loved the 
self-sufficient life for more than 50 years. 
Additionally, frequent sidebars such as 
“Off the Beaten Path” offer enlightening, 
little known facts, tips to make the job 
easier, definitions of terminology, and 
hazard warnings that add to the reading 
pleasure. Some are just plain fun, but 
most are informative as well. Appendixes 
including a glossary, resources and index 
round out this useful guide.

The Complete Idiot’s Guide To Self-
Sufficient Living begins with A Rational 
Approach to Self-Sufficient Living. This 
section focuses on self-sufficiency as an 
overall lifestyle, clarifies the aspects of 
“modern” homesteading versus a harsher 
pioneer lifestyle, examines America’s 
recent habits of overindulgence and ac-
cumulation, and debates our ability to 
“do without.” Reducing our needs is an 
effective, and stress-reducing, option. 
(By reducing expenses such as packing 
a lunch instead of eating out for lunch, 
at a modest $5 a day, savings amount to 
$1,825 a year!)

He also reminds us to find satisfaction 
where we are, that bigger isn’t always 
better, knowledge is key to satisfying 
decision-making (and provides many 
resources throughout the book to achieve 
this goal) and that a successful homestead 
must be run like a business. A business 
plan helps us make better buying deci-
sions, focus attention on needs rather 
than wants, and track results. Finally, he 
also reminds us that “the way to learn is 
by doing, and the time is now.”

The Kitchen, Heart of the Homestead 
(part 2) provides an overview of society’s 
move from the kitchen to fast food, and 
the rebirth of the slow food movement. 
(“When cooking from scratch is a lost art 
and fast food is considered normal, much 
more is at stake than obesity and poor 

nutrition.”) He then discusses conserva-
tion in the kitchen, including the cost of 
wasted food, the value of a well-stocked 
pantry, and using what you grow as a 
menu-planner. (“Stroll through the garden 
in the morning to decide what to have for 
lunch.”) He suggests that cooking should 
be an enjoyable and creative event. 

The section titled The Self-Sufficient 
Gardener is, in my opinion, where the 
book excels. This section describes how 
to consider your garden as an extension 
of the kitchen. (“Planning a garden that 
will feed your family for an entire year is 
like making a shopping list—for the next 
52 weeks. And after that comes deciding 
how you’re going to actually grow all 
those grow-ceries.”) Then he provides 
a clear and concise description of soil 
fertility and discusses what plants need 
to thrive, designing the right garden plot 
for your needs, and how to determine 
what tools you need in the garden. As a 
bonus, there is also a section on enjoying 
the free foods that grow wild. 

Part 4, Meat, Milk and Eggs, dis-
cusses the role of animal husbandry in 
self-sufficient living. Here Jd covers 
raising chickens and other poultry, rab-
bits, dairy goats, hogs and other small 
livestock—even bees—as a part of your 
self-sufficient homestead. Care, feeding, 
housing, processing, byproducts and the 
pros and cons of each animal are ad-
dressed, obviously not in depth, but with 
an explanation of how and why each is 
important to self-sufficiency.

Shelter and Its Appurtenances (part 5) 
offers alternative thinking to our standard 

The Complete Idiot’s Guide To Self-
Sufficient Living by Jerome D. Belanger, 
Penguin Group, New York, NY; ISBN 
978-1-59257-945-7
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vision of housing, the economic trap 
of a mortgage and ways to avoid both. 
Americans spend too much on housing, 
both money and natural resources. Most 
of us can’t afford it, and the Earth can’t 
afford it. Again, we can consider reducing 
our needs, and begin thinking outside the 
box. Addressing the alternative methods 
of building or using our own resources 
(including labor) are just the start of 
alternative housing options discussed in 
this chapter. 

Whether discussing housing or home-
made bread, gardening or goats, firewood 
or the future, Jd offers readers a fun, 
unique viewpoint on self-sufficiency. At 
the same time, he is telling us that sustain-
able living is essential if Spaceship Earth 
is to continue to function. 

With his pleasurable writing style 
in The Complete Idiot’s Guide To Self-
Sufficient Living, I can’t wait to share 
The Complete Idiot’s Guide To Raising 
Chickens with readers. Look for details, 
and the book, in the April/May issue of 
Backyard Poultry. 

The Complete Idiot’s Guide To Self-
Sufficient Living is available from the 
Backyard Poultry bookstore on page 56.

WORLD’S RARE BREED

POULTRY HEADQUARTERS

Quality and satisfaction since 1917.

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks,

Bantams,Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl,

Game Birds, Waterfowl.  Also Eggs,

Incubators, Books, Equipment, and

Medications.

BEAUTIFUL FREE COLOR CATALOG.

1-800-456-3280

(24 Hours A Day)

Murray McMurray Hatchery

C11

Webster City, 

Iowa 50595-0458

SHOP ONLINE

www.mcmurrayhatchery.com

2006 BackYard Poultry half Page.qxd  4/28/2006  11:09 AM  Page 1
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letters: Do you have something
to crow about?

We want to hear from you. Send questions, comments,
 opinions, advice, coming events, etc. to: 

Backyard Poultry Editor, 145 Industrial Dr., Medford, WI 
54451 or e-mail: byp@tds.net 

Buckeye Article Correction
I just read the article on the Buckeye 

chicken published in the Dec., 09/Jan.,10 
issue (“Buckeyes: All-American Chick-
ens,” page 46). It was a great article but I 
feel one thing should be corrected. It was 
reported that the Buckeye gained weight 
equally in pasture as well as confinement. 
That’s not the case at all, and what I stated 
was that they gained weight equally in 
both pasture and wooded areas. They do 
terrible in confinement. So much so, that 
even chicken tractors will hold back their 
growth rate. They need room to roam. 
The pens I keep them in are fairly large 
to accommodate the birds when I can’t 
let them roam in the woods because of 
predators.

Jeannette Beranger, Research & 
Technical Programs Manager

American Livestock Breeds
Conservancy (ALBC), 

PO Box 477, Pittsboro, NC 27312; 
(919) 542-5704 , www.albc-usa.org.

Poultry Show Events Usually 
Held on Day 1, Awards &

Early Release on Day 2
I don’t usually write letters but I am 

quite put out today. We had been watching 
the ads for the Ohio National Show and 
planned to attend Sunday, but this was 
obviously not the day to go! We rushed 
to get there before noon so that we could 
see most of the show before out-of-staters 
started packing up. The place was virtually 
empty! I am quite confused as to how a 
show supposedly this large would not 
include at least early afternoon on Sunday 
as part of the schedule. They advertised 
a 2-day show. What happened to the 
second day? On top of that, we walked 
all over the grounds looking for the right 
building. There were no signs anywhere 
except at the street directing us to the 
south side of the grounds. It was a huge 
disappointment. 

The Little Red Hen

Thank you for the letter reminding 
show staff, and us, that many readers 
are not familiar with standard poultry 
show protocol. Even though a show is 
listed as a two-day event, it nearly always 
means closing at noon, or earlier, on the 
second day. 

Day one is full of activities and judg-
ing, with awards presented on the morn-
ing of day two, and then the birds (and 
owners) are released.

Regarding finding the show hall, 
many poultry shows are held at local 
fairgrounds that have many other barns 
and buildings. If you have trouble finding 
a show, ask an employee of the grounds, 
or listen carefully for the crowing. 

Thanks, and I hope you will consider 
attending a poultry show again; they are 
usually very fun and interesting, espe-
cially if you have not seen one before. The 
size and quality of the Ohio National is 
exceptional.—Ed

Automatic Door Opener
Offers Comfort

In response to the article by Byron 
Parker in the Dec., 09/Jan., 10 issue (“Au-
tomatic Doors for Chicken Coops,” page 
52), I would like to say it was a very good 
article. I recently turned 68 but remember 
being near the 40-year mark. Now that 
seems like a piece of cake.

I have two automatic door openers 
from Foy’s Pet Supplies. They are bat-
tery operated and after one year they are 
still accurate and working. I cannot tell 
you what a relief it is not to feel the ter-
rible urge to leave everything—art league 
meetings, visits or even church—to rush 
home to double lock the two barns for the 
chickens. Finally, after a few months I 
have learned to trust the doors and can 
continue on with my life, even being late 
getting home after dark, without worry-
ing. My doors respond to light conditions 
to open and close at dawn and dusk. Now 
when I am late, I go out with a flashlight 

just to be sure everyone made it in safely. 
The door moves slowly enough that they 
can get in on time. 

When it is pouring rain or freezing 
cold and I do not want them rushing out at 
the crack of dawn I simply put something 
in front of the door to block the exit for a 
little while on specific mornings.

However, on two occasions I did find 
where one flock rooster was not letting 
the other one in and so one was locked 
out. I think the automatic door openers 
are great and will save bird lives, espe-
cially if a person will make at least one 
round to check at night.

Byron, I just wish I was 40 again so 
I could enjoy lots more years with my 
chickens and other animals. Thanks for 
a fun and informative story. 

Joan Martin, State Representative 
for the Serama, Mississippi

Iodine Spray Stops
Cannibalism

Here is a tip for all of your readers. 
Frequently in issues of Backyard Poultry 
there is discussion on cannibalism and 
pecking. Not long ago, my sister-in-law 
mentioned they used iodine for this prob-
lem. She just sprayed it on the wound. We 
usually don’t have trouble with ours, but 
one year we did with our “just starting 
to lay” batch. We lost a number of them, 
which was very discouraging. This past 
February we again received our batch of 
babies, all Isa Browns. They did fine—
we kept pretty close tabs on them. One 
day there were at least two pecked on, so 
I separated them from the others. I had 
no iodine to try. After discussing it, we 
decided to try it. We thought it would be 
worth the price if it worked, compared to 
losing a number of chicks due to pecking. 
We put some in a spray bottle and sprayed 
it on and around the wound area. Guess 
what? It apparently worked—we had no 
more pecking. That was until the day we 
moved them from the warmer boxes into 
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Tractor Supply is proud to offer Purina feed. You will find just the
right Purina feed to raise a healthy flock starting with Purina Start &
Grow, then moving up to Layena and Flock Raiser. Tractor Supply
has helped our customers raise livestock with quality feeds,
supplies and advice. Whether you are a seasoned breeder or just
getting started, Tractor Supply is there to meet your needs.

Get your favorite feed
at your favorite store.

the chicken house. That day there was one 
who was pecked and was bleeding. So be-
fore we put her in the chicken house with 
the rest, we sprayed her with iodine and 
checked her throughout the day. She did 
fine and since then we have had no more 
problems. That was about a month ago, 
maybe even longer. We haven’t even used 
half the bottle of iodine. Success to all!

Chris Mack, Illinois

Free 2010 Poultry Calendar
As part of its ongoing efforts to edu-

cate backyard poultry owners about what 
they can do to protect their birds against 
infectious poultry diseases, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture is offering a 
free and informative calendar for 2010. 
The Backyard Biosecurity: Keeping Your 
Birds Healthy calendar features full-color 
photos of poultry and other birds each 
month. It contains useful information 
about protecting poultry from disease 
and includes tips on what to do should 
poultry owners suspect that their birds 
are infected with a disease such as avian 
influenza.

Those interested in receiving this free 
calendar can go to http://healthybirds.
aphis.usda.gov and click “2010 Backyard 
Biosecurity Calendar.” 

Ed Grocholski, Virginia

The Case of the Vanishing 
Eggs

Is there a Sherlock Holmes out there? 
I have a small flock of Jersey Giants and 
Lakenvelders (one rooster and four hens 
of each breed) kept in an inside/outside 
henhouse and yard, completely enclosed. 
Over the years, having learned from 
multiple sad experiences, the facility 
has finally become predator-proof. My 
habit has been to change flocks every 
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We buy all feathers. 
from Geese & Duck

jbrkynb@aol.com
Email for more information

Accepting both large and small quantities.
Royal Feather Company

 

two years by giving away my chickens 
and purchasing a new supply of day-
old chicks from a commercial hatchery. 
This summer, when one of my Jersey 
Giant hens turned implacably broody, 
I decided to watch nature’s process at 
work. I selected six newly laid eggs and 
placed them under her (the condition of 
the hens virtually guaranteed that a few 
of them would be fertilized) and she took 
to sitting on them with mindless com-
mitment and determination. I marked the 
date and monitored the situation every 
few days. The hen never strayed from 
the nest. On day 18, all was in order. On 
day 21, the anticipated birthday of my 
new chicks, I checked in to find my pro-
spective mother hen running around the 
outdoor pen. The nest was abandoned 
and in it was nothing. No eggs, no egg 
shells, no egg mess and, of course, no 
chicks—nothing. A quick count revealed 
that no chickens were missing either 
— evidence that no predator had pen-
etrated my Maginot line. Does anyone 
out there have any idea on what might 
have happened?

Gene Matusow, via email

I immediately thought of a snake. 
Usually, any other predator (including 
egg-eating hens, cats, dogs, etc.) would 
leave some telltale sign (broken shells). 
Of course, one animal may have eaten the 
insides and then the birds finished off the 
shells. Readers, do you have other ideas? 
Are you the Sherlock Holmes of chickens? 
Replies can be sent to Gene at grmat@
optonline.net or standard mail to Back-
yard Poultry, Attn: Editor, 145 Industrial 
Dr., Medford, WI 54451.—Ed.

Backyard Poultry Day at the 
Kennebunk, Maine Farmers 

Market
The Kennebunk Farmers Market in 

Kennebunk Maine held its first Back-
yard Poultry Day this past summer. We 
invited a range of exhibitors to visit the 
market, from the Central Maine Bird 
Fanciers (show birds), to Solstice 
Point Farm and Mud Meadow Farm 
(production birds) to Andy’s Agway of 
Dayton, Maine (poultry supplies and 
coops). I contacted Backyard Poultry 
to get permission to use several articles 
to make available to the customers. 
The magazine did even better than just 
give permission—they sent a bunch of 
the current issue of the magazine! The 

John Monaco 
for 

aPa President

VOTE
R

Current Committees
Constitution & By-laws Committee Member

Standard of Perfection Revision Committee Member
Promotion & Sales Committee Chairman

Internet Committee Member

district 8 director 
for the last 12 years.
aPa and aBa General 

licensed JudGe

• 35 years of business experience will help ensure the continued success of the organization
• Continue the policies and approach that have been instituted by the current Board over the    
    last 4 years
• Use the knowledge that has been gained over the years while being involved in our hobby  
    to bring forth new ideas to help the APA flourish
• Continue to work with the Promotion & Sales Committee to encourage the expansion of  
    the APA product line with new products and designs
• Strive to keep an open dialog with the Board and the Membership to ensure the continued  
    success of the APA
• Continue to work with the APA Secretary to have well-designed and produced 
    membership information in circulation for new and current members
• Work to safeguard the association from the future challenges that impact our hobby
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AMERAUCANA

DELAWARE

MARANS

WELSUMMER

Shipping day old chicks and hatching 
eggs February through June.

Online ordering only

info@whitmorefarm.com   www.whitmorefarm.com
 —Henry H., Maine,
 www.mainefunfarm.com

The Stuck Duck

Poultry Humor
Why don’t chickens worry about 

the economy? A: Because they always 
have a nest egg!

—Michael Koch, Wisconsin

customers were thrilled to receive the 
free issues and this provided a won-
derful opportunity to educate so many 
people about the ups/downs/questions 
about keeping a backyard flock. As a 
subscriber myself, I truly appreciate the 
generosity and our first Backyard Poul-
try Day will not be our last. It was a great 
success! Thank you so very much!

Tami York, Events Coordinator
Kennebunk Farmers Market

If your organization is holding a 
poultry-related event, we are pleased 
to send copies of Backyard Poultry to 
share with your audience. Contact us 
at 800-551-5691 or byp@tds.net at 
least two weeks in advance. If you want 
to have your event listed in the coming 
events pages of the magazine, we need 
to receive your notice at least 60 days 
in advance. —Ed.

Linda Blackman, Johnana Moore & Fran 
Curtis of the Central Maine Bird Fanciers 
read Backyard Poultry at the Poultry Day 
in Kennebunk, Maine.

Antibiotic Free Chicks
Start your flock with a strong, 

natural immune system.
Rhode Island Reds, 

White Leghorns, White Rocks
Baby Chicks/Hatching Eggs
Only $1.95 each or less
Low cost Incubators & Pluckers

(727) 388-9456
email: BabyChicks4Sale@aol.com

Join your fellow small flock owners as we celebrate all things 
poultry and learn how to keep birds happy and healthy!

Dover Building, Delaware State Fairgrounds, 
18500 South DuPont Highway Harrington, DE 19952-0028

To receive information on the event contact: Brigid McCrea, Delaware State University, 302-857-6432

Pre-registration: $5.00 (postmarked by 2/26/10) • At the door: $10.00
For pre-registration information and/or contest rules visit: www.cooptastic.bravehost.com

www.cooptastic.bravehost.com

Cooptastic!

• Mobile and stationary coops on display • Egg layer breeds on display
 • How-to workshops all day • Egg Judging Contest

 • Hen Dress Review • Mid-Atlantic 4-H Avian Bowl Challenge
 • Poultry vendors & feed companies • Poultry and egg art

March 13th, 2010 • 10 am-4 pm
Free parking

First 50 people to pre-register get a free lunch!
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ralph sOrensOn

WashingtOn

In the Oct./Nov., 2009 issue, there 
was a helpful hint on a homemade wa-
terer heater for the hen house. Then the 
following issue said it could be danger-
ous. That got me thinking—so maybe 
we don’t heat the water and  just heat the 
old hen house instead. Our hen house is 
about 8' x 8' and about 10' tall at the peak. 
There is a makeshift ceiling at about 7' 
which affords me just a small amount of 
clearance.

We change frozen water early in the 
morning and again late afternoon before 
closing the chickens in for the night. 
Our neighbors say that our chickens are  
spoiled and they’re probably right.

 Here’s what I came up with for a 
heater.

1. I found three birds’ mouth-type gate 
latches in my collection. I then mounted 
them to the side of our nesting boxes.                      

2. I had an old wire milk crate and I 
borrowed a small thermostatically con-
trolled ceramic heater from my mom. 
I mounted the heater and crate to the 
latches and wired the clasp to the crate 
so that the latch was secure. 

 

3. I then ran the wire out of the hand 
hole on the milk crate and attached the 
wire to power. 

The finished 
heater  hanging 
i n  p l a c e :  O u r 
chickens couldn’t 
be happier. Not 
much of  a  f i re 
h a z a r d  h e r e . 
During the day 
when the sun is 
out, the heater is 
not turned on.  

A Heater for the Hen House

1

2

3

Freedom Ranger 
Color Chicks

Freedom 
Rangers are 

specially 
suited for full 
pasturing, free 
range, organic 

certified, 
backyard, etc.

Guineas are 
fast growing, 
suitable for 

backyard grow-
ers who want to 
control ticks and 

for those who 
would want to 
use them as a 

meat bird.

The muscovy is fast growing and a 
great range duck with a lean meat that is 

desired by many resturants.

J.M. Hatchery
178 Lowry Road, New 

Holland, PA 17557

Call or visit us online.

717-354-5950 
www.jmhatchery.com

~ ~
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SPPA Breeders Directory Offers
Quality Rare Breeds & Breed Census

sppa neWs:

dr. charles r.h. everett

sppa secretary/treasurer

Every other year The Society for the 
Preservation of Poultry Antiqui-

ties (SPPA) publishes a comprehensive 
Breeders Directory. 2010 is one of those 
years. The SPPA Breeders Directory is 
the largest listing of poultry breeders 

published in America and Canada. If you 
are looking at starting a flock of rare or 
heritage breed fowl then the SPPA Breed-
ers Directory will be your indispensable 
guide. Or, if you are currently raising 
some of these rare living treasures you 
will certainly desire to be listed. Both 
listings and the Breeders Directory are 
free to all current SPPA members.

In the Spring Bulletin there will be a 
form for every member to fill out to be 
listed in the Breeders Directory. These 
are mailed to Mary Ann Harley of North 
Augusta, South Carolina who compiles 
all the information that is sent in. The 
Breeders Directory is then printed during 
the later part of the summer and mailed to 
all members. Ads are also available for a 
very modest price to both members and 
non-members.

A vital part of the Breeders Directory 
is the Census. This year the Census will 
be printed as part of the summer 2010 
Bulletin. The Census is a count of the 
rare breeds being kept by breeders across 

the United States and Canada. This gives 
a snapshot as to the state of these breeds 
and helps the SPPA in her mission of 
preserving rare breeds by giving a focus 
to future projects. For example, the SPPA 
has nearly single-handedly saved the rare 
Nankin bantam from extinction. Last year 
alone, SPPA member and officer Mary 
Ann Harley hatched and distributed over 
500 Nankin chicks! Just under a decade 
ago there were not 500 Nankin chicks in 
the U.S. and Canada combined. Through 
an SPPA article on Nankins published 
in the Quarterly Bulletin the plight of 
the Nankin was highlighted. This was 
followed by the networking of members 
to secure stock from the original imports 
made over 40 years ago. The results speak 
for themselves. 

To be included in the SPPA Breeders 
Directory you need to have become a 
member or renewed your membership 
by April 2010. There is no time to waste. 
This project is an enormous undertaking 
on the part of the Officers of the SPPA 
who are all volunteers. The membership 
fee is still a nominal $15 for one year. 
Join today by mailing your membership 
fee and a current mailing address to Dr. 
Charles Everett, 1057 Nick Watts Rd., 
Lugoff, South Carolina 29078 or online 
at http://poultrybookstore.com. 

 

We ship anywhere! 

Get your personalized quote today at  
www.modestomilling.com/bpmag.html 
or 800-897-9740.

Happy birds start with healthy feed  
and supplements. 

Modesto Milling sells certified organic feeds, 
minerals and supplements that promote the 
well-being of your prized feathered friends.

Our unique formulations have evolved over  
decades to meet the dietary and energy 
needs of birds during the various stages of  
their lives. 

M
OD

ESTO MILLING

M
OD

ESTO MILLING

O R G A NIC FEE DO R G A NIC FEE D

Certified Organic Feed & Supplements

SWEETER HEATER 
 BROODERS - CHICKEN COOPS – HEN HOUSES

ADVANTAGES
• Energy efficient • Trouble free• No hot spot 
• Will not burn • Improves circulation • Lower 

stress • Improved comfort • Natural • Easily 
sanitized by washing with disinfectant
• No bulbs to break • No fire hazard

Visit http://www.sweeterheater.com 
to order/information. 

Click the      logo when ordering for 
free shipping in continental USA. 

Visit www.sweeterheater.com  to 
order / information” and “click 
the logo for free shipping in con-
tinental USA” on two lines at the 
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cOming events:

COOPTASTIC!
Delaware State University 
Cooperative Extension

Delaware State Fairgrounds- 
Dover Building, Harrington,

Delaware
March 13, 2010

Join your fellow small flock owners as 
we celebrate all things poultry and learn how 
to keep birds happy and healthy! The event 
will begin at 10 am and feature a full day 
of activities including workshops, contests 
and various vendor displays.

Pre-registration is $5 and must be post-
marked by February 26, 2010. (First 50 to 
pre-register will receive a free lunch.) $10 
at the door. Free parking.

To receive a registration form and 
information about the event contact Brigid 
McCrea at Delaware State University, 302-
(857) 6432. To download pre-registration 
information and contest rules visit the 
website: www.cooptastic.bravehost.com 
or see ad on page 11.

Guinea Fowl International’s (GFIA) 
5th Annual Guinea Fowl Conference

Lexington, Texas 
March 26-28 (Friday - Sunday)
Join us for the Guinea Fowl Interna-

tional’s 5th annual Guinea Fowl Confer-
ence. Topics include History of Incubation 
& Brooding; Rodent Control; Coops; 
Shipping Eggs; Orthopedic Fixes (splints, 
etc.); Guinea Fowl Anatomy; and more to 
be announced! At least one tour is planned 
(possibly two), and excellent speakers are 
lined up to share their expertise with us. 
Cost is $35 for GFIA members ($45 for 
non-members) and includes two lunches 
and one dinner. 

Special hotel room rates are being ar-
ranged at a nearby hotel. For more informa-
tion, write to GFIA, 2812 FM 97, Kaufman, 
TX 75142; call  (979) 773-9100; or e-mail us 
through the "contact us" link on the website: 
www.guineafowlinternational.org.

2010 Pasture Poultry Seminar
HLW Acres, Attica, New York

April 3, 2010
HLW Acres 8th Pasture Poultry Pro-

gram will be held at our farm on Saturday, 
April 3, 2010.

The 2010 featured speaker will be 
Charles Ritch of Goose Pond Farm, Hart-
selle, Alabama. For the past 18 years, his 
wife and two daughters have operated a 
diversified farm on approximately 100 

If you have a poultry-related event, send details 60 days in advance and we’ll 
include it in this listing. Send to: Coming Events, Backyard Poultry

145 Industrial Dr. Medford, WI 54451 or e-mail:byp@tds. net

acres. Charles will discuss how they annually 
raise 7 groups of 2,000 birds each, including 
brooding, feed nutrition, predator control, 
pasture systems, processing and marketing. 
Along with chickens, they raise turkeys, beef, 
lamb and pork. Charles has served as a board 
member of the American Pastured Poultry 
Producers Association (APPPA) since 2002, 
as well as its president.

The day begins at 8:00 a.m. with coffee 
and pastries. The program will run from 9:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Lunch will be provided. 
Pre-paid registration of $50 per person or 
$90 for 2 people is requested by March 20. 
After March 20, the price will increase by 
$20 per person.

The program includes a tour of our farm 
and licensed/inspected poultry slaughter shop. 
Please dress for the weather. Boot coverings 
& clothing covering will be provided.

For more information and to register, con-
tact Hermann & Laura Weber, HLW Acres, 
1727 Exchange Street, Attica, NY 14011; 
(585) 591-0795. 

Funky Chicken Coop Tour
Austin, Texas
April 3, 2010

The Second Annual Funky Chicken Coop 
Tour will be held on Saturday, April 3, 2010 
in Austin, Texas. Backyard poultry owners 
will be showcasing their coops, plain and 
fancy, as well as their favorite fowl from 
10:00 am til 4:00 pm. This is a FREE tour, 
great Easter-weekend fun for families, and 
a great way to see how to keep city chickens 
in Central Texas. The tour is self-guided, so 
you can linger longer at your favorite coops. 
Maps will be available at our website, http://
austincooptour.org. 

See how Texans manage urban flocks for 
fresh eggs, hot compost, and the sheer joy of 
keeping chickens. Contact: Judith Haller, pr@
austincooptour.org 

 “Dress” your 
birds!

Whether they 
are chickens, 
ducks, geese 

or turkeys.

Economical & plucks feathers 
in just 30 seconds!!

Visit us online at:

www.schweisswelding.com

PO Box 477 • Fairfax, MN 55332
507-426-7828 • 507-828-0261

Offering day-old baby chicks, 
ducks, goslings, turkeys, 
guineas, and pheasants.  

Free
catalog 

Welp Hatchery
PO Box 77
Bancroft, IA 50517
(800) 458-4473
www.welphatchery.com

• Chicks • Turkeys • Ducklings 
• Goslings • Guineas 

• Gamebirds • Bantams  
• Equipment • Books
Call 717-365-3694

www.hoffmanhatchery.com
PO Box 129BP
Gratz, PA 17030

FREE 
CATALOG!!

Fun Backyard Chicken Coops
Unique design lets you expand with 
modular parts to add more size, pens  
and wheels. Holds 2 to 8 hens. 
Shipped to your doorstep.

creativecoops.com    
530-272-3700

NEW
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Set a Spell
With the My Pet
Chicken Family
Flock Counselor
My Pet Chicken’s “Chicken Chick” 

provides information and advice 
for families and individuals just starting 
with the hobby of chicken keeping. While 
the Answer Man is an expert at helping 
people with health-related questions, the 
Chicken Chick offers advice to those who 
are just becoming interested but may not 
know where to begin, and for people who 
are new to chickens.

See My Pet Chicken’s ad on the back 
cover.—Ed.

Have a question for the Chicken Chick? 
Send your questions to us at : Backyard 
Poultry, Attn: Dear Chicken Chick, 145 
Industrial Dr, Medford, WI 54451 or e-
mail to byp@tds.net. We will try to include 
your questions in an upcoming issue.

Roosters: 
Accommodating and Self-
Sacrificing Protectors

Dear Chicken Chick,
I read your article in the Dec., 2009/

Jan., 2010 issue about roosters. I had 
tried the “carry” method for roosters 
prior to the article and it definitely works 
very well. I also believe that walking with 
pride and without hesitation through the 
flock with a cocky rooster plays a big part 
in the rooster not bothering me.

This past fall is the first time I lost any 
chickens to avian predators. I lost one 
8-week-old pullet who strayed from the 
flock in the yard. Later the Cooper’s Hawk 
returned and I was delightfully surprised 
to see all the chickens silent, motionless, 
and under cover. All except two roosters! 
They were not the ones I would have 
guessed though. One was a Polish and 
the other an Andalusian cross. They were 
in wide open pasture with their eye on the 
hawk only 30 feet away in a small apple 
tree. I  read in your article that roosters 
will protect the flock from hawks, but my 

question is how? What do they do that keeps 
the hawk at bay?

What are the avian predators afraid 
of? Spurring? I know guineas will mob the 
hawk while on the fly. Please let me know.

Steve via e-mail

I’m sorry to hear you lost a chicken to 
a hawk—I know that pain myself. Roosters 
don’t actually fight off a hawk to protect the 
flock (although doubtless it has happened 
before). What they do is keep an eye on 
the sky, and let the girls know when to 
take cover. Similarly, although a rooster 
may occasionally drive off a dog or other 
predator with his confident prowess, his 
role is generally to warn the girls to run and 
hide when he has identified a predator. In 
fact, roosters have different warning calls 
for predators that come from the air and 
predators that approach from the ground so 
the hens will know how best to hide.

While your hens are taking cover, a 
good rooster will do just what yours has 
done: stay in sight so that if the hawk 
does try to attack the flock, it will be the 
rooster that is attacked, and not the hens. 
He is alert so that he will hopefully be 
able to avoid a divebombing hawk. He has 
spurs so he can—again, hopefully—hurt 
and scare off a fox or another predator. 
His vigilance means he can continue to 
protect the flock in the future. His spurs 
and willingness to sacrifice himself com-
municate that the predator should find an 
easier meal elsewhere. Further, roosters 
are able to stay so alert to danger because 
they needn’t eat as much as the girls in 
the flock. The girls need to eat a good 
deal because their bodies are producing 
eggs, and this takes a lot of resources. 
A rooster simply needs to maintain his 
health—when he spies a tasty morsel, 
more often than not he will express his 
love and generosity by calling his hens 
to come eat it.

This behavior is really very gallant 
and brave when you think about it—many 
roosters have given their lives so that the 
flock will be safe. Many people watch 
the, at least to-human-eyes, “violent” 
mating behavior of chickens and think 
that roosters are simply good-for-nothing, 
mean birds. But the truth is that if you 
understand what their role is, you can see 
that most roosters are courteous, accom-
modating and even self-sacrificing protec-
tors. Keep in mind that if the roosters give 
their lives for the hens, the girls will still 
continue to lay eggs that are fertile for two 
or three weeks, so the flock can continue 

with the hatching of daughters and sons. 
If the girls are all killed, on the other hand, 
the flock can’t perpetuate itself with just 
roosters. This is species survival.

If you watch carefully, you will see 
your rooster’s role played out in the flock in 
many ways. For instance, we live on a ridge 
top, and our girls free range. Our roosters 
tend to walk along the flock at the outside 
of the ridge along the boundary of the forest 
so they can keep an eye on what may be 
coming, and also so they can be in a posi-
tion to intercept anything that may threaten 
their girls. Much like a Victorian gentleman 
walking his lady, making sure he is on the 
“street side” so he can protect her from 
mud and the traffic dangers. My favorite 
rooster, Gautier, once charged with me 
after a fox down our mountainside. While 
I recovered the terrified hen and checked 
her over for injuries, he made sure the fox 
had been chased into the woods, and was 
all spurs and claws—absolutely terrifying 
looking. The girls hid inside the coop for 
the rest of the day, but Gautier guarded the 
boundary, pacing back and forth, crowing 
his challenge continually. For weeks after, 
Gautier kept the flock in tight formation, 
very unlike their usual behavior. He would 
discipline anyone who got too far away 
with a sharp peck. 

Symbolically, roosters represent cour-
age, honesty and watchfulness. A rooster 
crowed three times after Peter denied Jesus: 
in Christian symbolism, roosters represent 
religious vigilance as well as resurrection. 
When set as “weathercocks” atop church 
spires, they are guardians, symbols of 
Christ in his role as protector. The ancient 
Greeks saw the rooster as a solar symbol 
and a sign of religious epiphany, renewal 
and illumination: his crowing announced 
the returning day, wakefulness and victory 
over darkness. He also served as a guide 
to the land of the dead. The ancient Norse 
and Celts saw the rooster as a creature that 
could pierce the veil of life and death, a 
herald or messenger between two worlds, 
and a representation of warriors and sol-
diers fighting for their homes in war. In 
Shintoism, roosters crowing call people 
to prayer in the mornings, while in China 
the rooster is a creature of honesty, loyalty, 
courage and strength.

It’s not hard to see how all of this 
symbolism unites in a good rooster who 
protects his flock from danger, and who 
will sacrifice himself so that the flock 
will survive.

Chicken Chick
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And the 2009 Photo Contest Winner is...

Send Your Photo(s) Today! Photo Contest Guidelines
Each issue’s winner will be displayed in the position of honor—on the front cover of the magazine!

Photos must relate in some way to poultry or their products. No limit on number of entries. Attach your name, 
address, phone number or e-mail and photo caption or description to each photo (not on the front, please).

Backyard Poultry retains the right to publish and/or reproduce any and all photos submitted in future issues 
or publicity, with or without mention of source.

To have your photos returned, please include a self-addressed stamped envelope.
Each issue’s winning entry will be placed in a gallery of finalists, to be announced annually in the February/

March issue. First prize—$50; 2nd prize—$30; 3rd prize—$20.
Send your entry to: Backyard Poultry Photo Contest, 145 Industrial Dr., Medford, WI 54451; or e-mail photos 

in jpg format to byp@tds.net.

First place by
Natasha Tisdale, Mississippi.

Second place by
Brenda Carlson, Wisconsin.

Third place by 
Elijah Dixon, Colorado.

We asked you, the readers, to select your favorite cover in choosing the prize winners for last year’s photo contest. 
We received many votes by mail and e-mail. The June/July cover photo by Natasha Tisdale came out on top, taking 

first place. Coming in second was the April/May cover photo by Brenda Carlson and third was the December/January cover 
photo by Elijah Dixon.Thanks to everyone for their participation in the voting, and for sending in your ongoing photos. 

Backyard 
Poultry

Photo Contest 
Winner

BackyardPoultry
Volume 4, Number 2April/May, 2009

Alternatives to the Cornish Cross Pg. 43

Dedicated to more and better small-flock poultry

Chickens Make Great 
Neighbors! 

Understand and PreventPecking & Picking

Heritage Breed Options Provide Beauty & Utility

Pg. 32

Pg. 60

Pg. 18

Volume 4, Number 6December, 2009/January, 2010

BackyardPoultry

How To Legalize HensIn Your Community Pg. 22

Dedicated to more and better small-flock poultry

4 Great Coop Ideas
To Renew, Reuse and Recycle Pg. 30

Dual-Purpose BuckeyesA Vigorous All-American Breed Pg. 46

$4.99 US    www.backyardpoultrymag.com

The February/March, 2010 cov-
er winner is a photo by Robert 
Gibson, a partner in the Yellow 
House Farm, Barrington, New 
Hampshire, where they raise and 
sell heritage poultry breeds and 
produce. For additional photos by 
Robert, see the article, “There’s 
Nothing Quite Like a Muscovy” on 
page 40. Robert has been a cover 
photo winner in the past, with his 
Narragansett turkey gracing the 
October/November, 2008 cover. 
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Available in kit form or fully assembled.  
Kits are pre-assembled and include 

assembly instructions.  
Can be assembled in approximately 2 hours.  

Intended for same day use.   

*Additional Shipping may apply for Alaska, Hawaii and Canada. 

Urban Farm Chicken Coops

Please visit our website:
www.myamishgoods.com

or call us at 1-800-365-4619
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NEW!

4’ x 6’ Dutch Chicken Coop 

5’ x 8’ Board N Batten Coop 

3’ x 4’ Chicken Coop

3’ x 6’ Chicken Coop with Wheels

Keep your chickens warm with our heated roost!

A heat cable is installed in the 
chicken roost to heat it, keeping 
your chickens warm.

The litter tray allows for 
easy coop clean-out.
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Kathy Baca

neW yOrK

Poultry watching is relaxing.  After a day of work, it’s lovely 
to let the chickens out of their pens, and watch them forage 
for that juicy worm, or some other goodie hidden under 

a leaf, or stone. They seem reminiscent of a scene in “Jurassic 
Park,” moving in unison across primitive pastures.

 As a photographer, and an animal wrangler for film and 
photo shoots, I see many opportunities to capture these lovely 
creatures on film, or to modernize—digital!

You can too.You don’t need a fancy camera but there are 
a few tricks to taking top notch photos of your own flock of 
“tiny dinosaurs”!

 
So, let’s get ready to learn!

 First of all, forget what a lot of people tell you about cam-
eras, and photography in general.

The best rules are: There are no set rules. So, relax and 
enjoy.

 
Equipment

To start with some technical nitty gritty…let’s learn some-
thing about equipment and those tricky “pixels.” Don’t worry, 
we will get to those chickens in a bit!

You need to have the basic tools and knowledge that can 
start you off on the right foot. 

 First, let’s get the “pixels” out of the way. What are those 
things?

 Pixels are the tiny dots that make up your photo. The 
more dots per small area—the sharper and more crisp your 
image should be. It’s very much like your HD screen TV. Lots 
and lots of dots. Somewhat like a Seurat painting from the 
1890s compressed.

 The simple truth is you don’t need a camera loaded with 
pixels. Many people don’t understand this.

Unless you are taking photos to be placed on a billboard, or 
a major modeling shoot for a top magazine, you don’t need 
a ton of pixels in your camera. Don’t be fooled into buying 
something you may not need. It is a waste of money, and 
frustrating to boot. 

What sometimes happens, sadly, is that some folks go out 
and buy the largest camera with all the “bells and whistles” 
(otherwise known in the business as “a big gun”) after being told 
you need something the CIA would use to get great shots. What 
often happens to these folks is that they get so overwhelmed by 
the bells and whistles, that the camera ends up in the drawer, 
with shots never to be taken.

 So, unless you are going to make a print for an agency, or 
blow it up to room size for a museum, just get a good reliable 
camera. A good local camera store will fit you to a suitable 
camera. A few of my shots were done on a name brand camera 
costing me less than $100.

 About six pixels and up should do it for a nice quality shot 
that you can easily blow up to an 8" x 10" photo.

When your subjects become familiar with you (and visa versa) 
close up shots are a snap. Note the stunning colors, and contrast 
to the feathered background. While this background is busy, it 
does not distract from the main focus, and instead enhances it. 

This head shot really catches the viewer’s eye with wonderful 
detail and unique bold eye color contrasting with otherwise 
neutral colors.

helpFul hints:

photograph
How to

Your Flock
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 There are two basic types of cameras these days. The 
first is “Point and Shoot,” that are very user friendly, and will 
certainly allow that user to become creative. Don’t think you 
are skimping by buying one of these, because there is enough 
to keep your interest going with these little guys. Portable 
and versatile, they fill the bill nicely. They only have one lens, 
but many have zoom features, which are quite amazing. They 
are pocketbook friendly too! I carry mine with me everywhere 
I go. 

 For the more seasoned photographer; there are SLRs. 
Properly known as Single Lens Reflex; they can take you from 
amateur to as far as you want to go. SLRs have interchangeable 
lenses—unlike the point and shoot cameras, which have fixed 
lenses. SLRs give you more leeway to expand your photography 
horizons should you become serious in the hobby. Be prepared 
to spend more money though.

 
Now the fun part—Poultry! 

If you really enjoy your barnyard fowl, you can get great 
shots. I’m not being silly or getting sentimental here, but if you 
get a kick out of the things your flock does, and know their 
quirky habits, you will know when to wait for the right moment, 

A full body shot (above) lets 
viewers know all the detail 
of the subject, whether 
bird or human. We can 
easily envision more about 
the subject based on the 
surroundings of the subject. 
There is no clutter to 
distract the eye, the photo 
is nicely centered, and for 
Backyard Poultry cover 
purposes, leaves a nice area 
at the top for the masthead 
and other unavoidable 
cover needs. 

Backyard

Poultry
Volume 4, Number 3

June/July, 2009

$4.99 US

Dedicated to more and better small-flock poultry

Permaculture —
Gardening with 
Chickens Pg.18It’s HOT Out 
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Caring for Your Poultry 
in Hot Weather Pg. 28

Keeping a Flock of  
Jersey Buff  Turkeys
and much, much more inside...

Plus:

SAMPLE 
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and get a fabulous shot.
I have a Silkie which will crow as soon as you place him up 

on a high place, such as a fencepost. The only problem is getting 
him to stop crowing long enough to get a closed beak shot.

Know your birds, and you are that much ahead of the 
game.

 Our peacock is a cinch because he is so tame, and he will 
fan at anything, including a feed bin. We can get close and 
personal with our peacock, “Lurch”, because he has no fear of 
humans. He has taught our two younger ones that people are 
food vending machines!

 Certain breeds of fowl lend themselves to shots just made 
for them.

 Seramas are tiny little “Napoleons” and usually very full 
of themselves. You can put one of these guys up on a post, and 
get wonderful shots. The moms lend themselves nicely too to 
the photographic moments because they are supreme mothers, 
and if you wait, you will get terrific shots of chicks peeking out 
from underneath a motherly wing. 

 Silkies are so placid that they lend themselves to kids’ 
shots, and are cuddle bugs.

 Malays and Asils are so people-respectful that you can 
sit right next to them or just photograph them in their stately 
uniqueness. Among the tallest chickens in the world, they are 
awesome to photograph.

 The general population of Plymouth Rocks, Rhode Island 
Reds, Buff Orphingtons, and other staple barnyard fowl, are 
usually very good and will pose, if you come armed with 
goodies.

 Mediterranean breeds, such as Anconas, Leghorns and 
Buttercups, can be a bit more flighty, and require patience and 
timing to capture them. 

 
Children and Chickens

I love taking photos of kids and their pets, and chickens are 
great complements for kids. You need a calm breed to make 
a comfortable match. You don’t want the child frightened by 
flapping fowl! A good choice would be a Cochin or Silkie. Just 
about every breed has a calm individual. The favorite with kids 
at our place is our giant Plymouth Rock rooster! He is the most 
mellow and people-friendly rooster.

Action shots are never easy, and often require many attempts. 
This photo clearly shows what is not “cover material”: the 
subject is off-center and blurry, lacks any space at the top of the 
photo for the masthead, is horizontal instead of vertical and has 
a dull, boring background. (The good news is the background is 
not cluttered and distracting to the viewer’s eye.) 
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If the child is new to poultry, and is 
going to sit with one, have him sit down 
on the ground first. When the child is a fence post and show him another male 

from a distance. The louder the competi-
tor, the more chances you have to capture 
him crowing. This is easy with Seramas, 
because these guys crow in your arms! 
Larger breeds are a little more reserved 
on crowing, but be patient.

 
So you are off to a good start
These skills, while aimed at poultry 

in this article, can be used in photography 
in general. Whether it be poultry, people, 
nature, photo journalism, it’s all in the 
timing and ability to “see.” 

Just make sure you have those bat-
teries charged in case that perfect shot 
comes along. 

Happy shooting!

 Kathy Baca is the owner of Three 
French Hens LLC Photography and Rare 
Poultry, and an animal wrangler for 
film and tv. Credits include:Flight of the 
Conchords; Michael and Michael Have 
Issues; Animal Planet’s “Haunted” New 
Series; Today Show with Kathy Lee and 
Hoda. She is currently working on Nick-
elodeon’s Beware of the Gonzo movie. 

Her Cochin hen starred in Paper Man, 
starring Ryan Reynolds, Lisa Kudrow and 
Jeff Daniels. She will also have chicks in 
a 2010 movie titled AfterLife. 

Use lighting (natural and artificial) to 
enhance shots. This shot of Kathy’s 
Serama, Jackie Chan, was taken on a 
post pointed at the sun as it was setting—
which intensified the already beautiful 
gold in his breast feathers.

Consider the unique features of the 
subject when photographing. This duck 
features a unique crest, as well as unusual 
yellow eye markings, all of which are 
clearly displayed in this photo by Alan 
Baca. 

settled; quietly place the chicken in 
his lap. Photo shoots done later in the 
day brings on a lovely backlight, and a 
more sedate chicken (and maybe child 
too!) since bedtime is near.

Larger birds can be standing next to 
kids while feeding or just for a hug. We 
have a Malay, Baby Hugo, who loves to 
be cuddled. He is our gentle giant.

 Be sure to remove distracting objects 
in the background. Split rail fencing is 
pretty, while rolls of chicken wire or old 
tires, are not.

Bales of straw or hay are great “stu-
dios” with the natural light filtering into 
well lit barns. Baskets with apples and 
veggie harvests are very pretty in the mix, 
as is a basketful of eggs!

 Don’t forget the different angles. 
One of my favorite picture is simply one 
of chicken legs! I scattered my Comets’ 
favorite food on the grass, and let them 
have a go at it while snapping away. Get 
down to their level—it makes for a nicer 
portrait.

 A little Vaseline on the combs and 
wattles will give you a nice highlighted 
area for show type pictures.

 To get a rooster to crow, place him on 
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gene mOrtOn & gail damerOW

Why do you suppose we humans 
believe we can understand 
what chickens are communi-

cating when they make certain sounds? 
It’s because we use the same system of 
vocalizing to impart emotion. We take for 
granted our advanced system of human 
verbal communication, but it shares the 
same primitive beginnings as the vocal-
izing of chickens and other animals.

The mysteries of the origin of speech 
may be found in the goings-on among the 
frogs and toads in your farm pond. We all 
love the sound of spring — the peeping, 
trilling, and jug-a-rumming from ponds 
and roadside ditches — almost as much 
as the caroling of robins in our backyards. 
Amphibians, salamander-like, crawled 
out of the sea long ago, but probably did 
not begin to call until frogs and toads 
came into being some 250 million years 
ago. So to the latter we must look to find 
the origin of speech.

These animals probably began com-
municating for the same reasons today’s 
frogs do — to attract mates and repel rival 
males. If you ever kept a frog or toad as a 
pet for several years, you know it never 
stops growing, which means within each 
species frogs of all sizes compete for 
mates and space. This competition is 
reflected in their calls. An experiment 
using European toads showed, as you 
might expect, that bigger toads make a 
lower-pitched call than smaller toads. 
The lower call alone, played back through 
a speaker, was enough to cause smaller 
male toads to back off and look elsewhere 
for their place to call.

The lesson to be gained from frog 
calls and applied to chicken talk is that 
vocalizing first arose as a symbol of an 
animal’s physical size. Generally, the 
larger the size the older the animal, indi-
cating its superiority at finding food and 
surviving disease. A female frog wants a 
successful frog as a dad for her offspring, 
so she prefers to mate with a bigger male. 
Listen to the toads chorusing in your pond 

and you can hear the deep big guys and 
falsetto smaller guys, and if you could 
see the females they would be swimming 
toward the big guys.

This primitive form of communica-
tion arose because it allows disagree-
ments to be settled without fighting. The 
big guys get what they want (mates) and 
the small guys survive another day by 
backing off. Diplomacy was born in the 
frog pond. 

Chickens, of course, are not frogs. 
They, like all other warm-blooded 
animals, stop growing at maturity or 
thereabouts. Among such animals, a 
greater need for diplomacy adds another 
dimension to communication. Instead of 
merely reflecting the size of antagonists, 
their sounds also reflect their emotions. 
But diplomacy is still based on force or 
the threat of force to get what is wanted, 
so size becomes a symbol, rather than 
a simple reflection of bigness. And this 
symbol is seen in the relation between 
pitch and size — a physical reality that 
cannot be changed. A bass drum sounds 
deeper than a snare drum no matter what 
you do, just as an Aseel cock crows at a 
deeper pitch than a Sebright. 

By adding the element of emotion, 
the meaning of a sound is embodied in 
the way it sounds. In contrast, the mere 
sounds of our human spoken words don’t 
mean anything unless they describe what 
something sounds like (onomatopoetic, 
like bell or cluck or cheep). The way 
most words sound is arbitrary. It’s an 
accident of birth whether we call that 
beautiful insect a butterfly (English) or 
mariposa (Spanish). We humans must 
learn what words mean, except when 
we add motivation to them; then our 
speech follows the same rules chickens 
use and that’s why we can understand 
chicken talk. 

Okay, so what are these rules fol-
lowed by both human speech and chicken 
talk? We call them motivation-structural 
rules, because the motivation for making 
a specific sound determines its structure. 
Emotion is thus embodied in the way the 

call sounds. The language of chickens 
uses the same set of motivations used by 
humans and other warm blooded animals: 
low and harsh sounds mean aggression, 
rising pitch is more nonconfrontational 
— fearful or friendly.

The more tonal or whistle-like a 
sound is, the more fearful or friendly is 
the motivation behind it. A friendly bird 
might be trying to get closer to another. 
The idea is if you want to reduce the fear 
in somebody else, you sound small or 
baby-like by using a tonal high-pitched 
sound, so that means friendly. Sound-
ing small might also reduce aggression 
directed toward you by signaling you are 
not seeking a confrontation.

On the other hand, as a call becomes 
more harsh or dissonant the motivation 
behind it is more aggressive or unfriend-
ly. The lowest harsh and highest tonal 
sounds are extreme motivational end-
points. Every sound in between depicts 
some mood between the two extremes. 
Most of the sounds our chickens make 
are in between, because only rarely are 
extreme moods elicited in their daily 
routine life.

Chickens cluck a lot. The sound is 
smack dab in the middle of the chickens’ 
pitch range, emphasizing neither extreme 
mood. The cluck is one of about 24 dis-
tinct sounds chickens make. Baby chicks 
cheep because they are too small to cluck. 
The cluck goes up and down in pitch. 
When analyzed on a spectrograph — a 
machine that makes a picture of a sound 
— the cluck appears like an upside-down 
V as the sound quickly increases to a high 
point then goes down again.

That’s a cluck. It’s also a dog’s bark, 
a song sparrow’s chip, or you, when you 
say wow. Could this similarity in struc-
ture, the making of sounds that quickly 
rise and fall in pitch, say something about 
what the sounds mean?

You bet. Think of all the situations 
in which chickens cluck (or dogs bark 
or you say wow). The commonality is 
that the chicken sees or feels or hears — 
perceives — something interesting but 
not something to run away from or run 
toward or attack without further consider-
ation. The something is likely of interest 
to all other chickens, too, so communicat-
ing about it causes them to respond. In 
human parlance, it might be equivalent to 
someone saying “I hear you” when you 
try to get their attention. It could also grab 
the attention of a predator.

The Origins of

ChiCken Talk
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Predators that elicit a cluck are prob-
ably not too dangerous, at least to an adult 
chicken giving a caution call. Truly dan-
gerous predators elicit either the ground 
predator kukukukuk-KACK! or the aerial 
predator KACK wheeeeeeeeeeeu. From the 
standpoint of motivation, a chicken is more 
frightened of an aerial predator, so the call 
it makes is higher pitched and whistle-like 
compared to the call made to a ground 
predator. These sounds are entirely non-
ambiguous, and no further consideration is 
necessary or helpful to staying alive.

A dog barks under the same cir-
cumstances. A dog might bark from its 
position behind the door when its owner 
slams a car door shut or when a delivery 
person does the same. Further consider-
ation changes the dog’s communication 
from bark to whine if the owner opens 
the front door, but to a growl if the door 
opener is a delivery person. Ask any 
UPS driver. 

Chickens growl, too. Consider the 
broody growl—the harsh sound made 
by a hen interrupted while on the nest, 
or by a mother hen with chicks in protest 
to a cock intent on mating, or by a low-
ranking hen on being approached by a 
higher-ranking hen, or by any hen on 
seeing a small, familiar animal such as a 
cat or rat slinking through the yard. Like 
the dog’s growl, the chicken’s growl is 
not particularly loud, indicates defensive-
ness and mistrustfulness, and serves as a 
warning to the intruder to back off.

Baby chicks have to deal with com-
petition from their brood mates and with 
attempting to communicate problems to 
the mother hen, which they do through 
the use of sounds that reflect their emo-
tions. We understand them because we 
use the same set of rules to impart emo-
tions to our words. Pleasure sounds begin 
low and rise, then end; they might also 
go up and down like a chevron. Peeps 
that start high and go lower are calls of 
distress. High intensity distress calls have 
a whining quality caused by a longer 
high-pitched part before the pitch falls. A 
terrified chick emits a high-pitched fear 
trill, a shriek, or a fear peep.

Shrieks and distress squawks may 
seem problematic to the rules, because 
why would a frightened chicken give a 
harsh sound? You might expect a whistle-
like high pitched sound instead, to depict 
the bird’s state of fright. Loudness is not 
a problem, because a shrieking chicken 
might well be in the claws or talons of 

a predator when whispering for help is 
not an option. But the rules suggest the 
call is also directed at the predator. The 
harsh quality indeed suggests the chicken 
will fight to the death, even though it is 
frightened. It’s the cornered rat syndrome 
and, not unsurprisingly, a cornered rat 
shrieks too. A sound both harsh and ris-
ing in pitch symbolizes the chicken’s 
emotions quite well.

A mother hen’s food call brings the 
chicks running to look for food she has 
found. The call sounds like a more quick-
ly uttered and higher pitched variation of 
the cluck, and these qualities — higher 
pitch in particular — give it a special 
meaning and attractiveness to chicks. A 
cock’s food call to bring a hen closer is 
similar to a mother hen’s food call for the 
same reason.

On the other hand, a hiss given by a 
setting hen is a sound alright, but not one 
produced by the hen’s voice box (syrinx). 
Were she to use her voice box, she might 
produce a shriek if her emotion fit the 
high-fear high-aggression combination, 
and this sound probably wouldn’t do 

her any good under the circumstances. 
So, when she must defend her cherished 
nest but would rather get away to save 
her life, she chooses to hiss, a sound 
that masks the emotion that would have 
been expressed by her voice box, had 
she used it.

The motivation rules governing 
chicken talk may be heard best in calls 
with the most variation. The startled 
squawk, for example, might have a clear 
tone if the pecked bird is low ranking, 
but take on a harsher tone if its rank is 
not so well established relative to the 
instigator’s.

Now that you know the language 
rules followed by chickens and other 
vertebrates, you can easily see why we 
humans have no trouble understanding 
what chickens are saying, if only we take 
time to listen. But there’s more — by 
paying attention to our birds, we can also 
understand how their individual use of 
motivational rules suggests their distinct 
personalities.

Of course chickens have persona, 
otherwise the pecking order that keeps 

The motivation-structural code is illustrated here using lines to represent pitch — thin 
lines represent tonal or whistle-like sounds, thick lines represent harsh sounds. The 

most high-pitched and tonal sounds are depicted at the lower left, indicating extreme 
nonconfrontation (fear or 
friendliness); the harshest 
sounds are depicted at the 
upper right, indicating 
extreme aggression. At 
the center is the emo-
tionally neutral chicken’s 
cluck or chick’s cheep. At 
the upper left, a thin line 
sloping downward from 
left to right (indicating 
a drop in pitch) depicts 
motivation tending to-
ward aggression; a thin 
line sloping upward from 
left to right (the pitch 
rises) depicts motivation 
tending toward noncon-
frontation. At left center, 
the pitch always rises 
upward and all sounds 
are tonal, moving closer 
toward nonconfrontation. 
At the lower right, the call 
is harsh while the pitch 
rises, indicating distress. 
The middle right shows 
an equal degree of fear 
and aggression. Diagram 
by Gene Morton.

Extreme 
Aggression

Neutral
Cluck/Cheep

Extreme non-
confrontation

(fearful or friendly)

Motivation-Structural Code



26 Backyard Poultry

them from continually fighting couldn’t 
work. Chickens have to be able to recog-
nize one another. Vocal communicating is 
just one aspect of this recognition, but it’s 
one you can empathize with. What it tells 
you about a hen’s or rooster’s personality 
has a lot to do with the bird’s position in 
the pecking order.

Your neurotic hen tends to be low in 
the pecking order and responds poorly 
to environmental stress. Ordinary situ-
ations are threatening to such a bird, so 
the sounds it makes tend to be higher 
pitched than those of a chicken toward 
the middle of the pecking order. All 
roosters are, of course, extroverts, or 
wannabe extroverts if not the top dog. 
They can also be agreeable, or at least 
appear to be considerate and generous, 
when tidbitting to the hens. Cocks make 
higher pitched sounds for the hens and 
lower pitched, harsh sounds for contend-
ers among the other males.

You can hear the same continuum 
among hens of varying rank in the peck-
ing order. Higher ranking hens use more 
variety of call pitches as they contend with 
mainly lower ranking flockmates, whereas 
lower ranking hens rarely use low pitches 
except in defense of their chicks. Using 
your knowledge of motivation-structural 
rules you can now not only understand 
chicken talk, but also sort out how each 
of your chickens expresses its individual 
personality through the sounds it makes.

Gene Morton is a former researcher 
at the National Zoo and Conservation and 
Research Center in Front Royal, Virginia, a 
senior scientist emeritus at the Smithsonian 
Institution, and director of Hemlock Hill 
Field Station in Cambridge Springs, Penn-
sylvania, where for more than 20 years he 
has studied birds, including free-ranging 
chickens. He has published numerous re-
search articles and several books on bird 
behavior and communication. 

Gail Damerow has been the leading 
expert on poultry for more than 30 years, 
with her first book on raising chickens 
published in 1976. She served as editor 
of Rural Heritage magazine for 17 years 
and is the author of many books includ-
ing these on poultry: Storey’s Guide to 
Raising Chickens, The Chicken Health 
Handbook, Your Chickens: A Kid’s 
Guide to Raising and Showing, Barnyard 
in Your Backyard and Fences for Pasture 
& Garden. These books are available 
from our bookstore on page 56. 

Kencove  electric  netting
• Semi-rigid vertical stays reduce sagging 
• 3.5” spacing for optimum security 
• Superior protection from predators 
• Built-in step-in posts for easy installation

Free Fence guide / catalog
800-536-2683

Kencove  
Portable  chargers
• Power adjustment knob
• Voltage indicator light 
• Easy-to-carry handle 
• Battery operated, optional  
 solar panel

www.kencove.com

THE GENESIS
ACCURATE. DEPENDABLE, AUTOMATIC

For Incubators, Brooders, Cages & Supplies visit NEWGQFINCUBATOR.com

G.Q.F. Manufacturing Company
PO BOX 1552   SAVANNAH, GA   31402  USA



www.backyardpoultrymag.com        27February/March, 2010

harvey ussery

 WWW.themOdernhOmestead.us

 With thanks to my “chicken buddy” 
Mike Focazio, who served as “philo-
sophical collaborator” for the following 
meditation. 

Let’s Go to the Video
Recently an animal advocacy group, 

Mercy for Animals, circulated on the Net a 
video made secretly by one of its members 
at a Hy-Line hatchery—the world’s largest 
supplier of layer chicks for industrial egg 
production. (See the video at http://www.
mercyforanimals.org/hatchery/) Since 
every male chick hatched in this facility 
is by definition “surplus,” and since the 
number of males generated is so enormous 
(150,000 per day), dealing with the male 
chicks is a serious management challenge. 
The solution shown in the Hy-Line video: 
dumping the sexed male chicks off the 
end of a high-speed conveyor belt, into 
an auger grinder (of the sort used to grind 
sausage), where the chicks are ground 
alive. (Hy-Line has publicly confirmed 
the validity of the video.)

Watching the video of chicks being 
ground alive is appalling. Like most 
readers of Backyard Poultry, I expect, 
I find the practice a deeply repugnant 
breaching of the covenant between 
Homo sapiens and the fellow creatures 
in our care. Doubtless my indignation 
triggers endorphins in my brain, and I 
ride an emotional “high” on the crest of 
my moral outrage. I congratulate myself, 
smug in the knowledge that management 
of my own homestead flock is free of 
such horrors. 

But then I remember what somebody 
once said: “Be careful, friend, not to get 
obsessed with the speck of sawdust in your 
brother’s eye—when you have a two-by-
four in your own.” That startling image 
reminds me that the most useful reflections 
on moral issues arise when I focus not 
on the shocking outrages perpetrated by 
“them,” but the implications of my own 
practices when considered more broadly, 
perhaps even how they are complicit in the 
outrages I so righteously deplore.

Thus watching the video, however 
numbing initially, grew into a medita-
tion on moral issues we encounter as we 

manage our feathered partners in our own 
back yards.

Rabbit and Wolf
Probably most readers of an article 

on “moral issues” inherent in poultry 
husbandry would think I’m going to talk 
about slaughtering for the table, so, okay, 
let’s start with that.

I doubt any of us would argue that it 
is immoral for the wolf to hunt and eat the 
rabbit. Vegetarian alternatives are not an 
option for the wolf—the race between the 
two is as much a matter of life and death 
for the wolf as for the rabbit.

This is not the place to engage my 
vegan friends in a debate about funda-
mental dietary questions. But, based on a 
great deal of study about diet and health, 
I believe unequivocally that animal pro-
teins, and especially high quality fats (and 
the fat-soluble vitamins they either contain 
or enhance), are essential for optimal hu-
man health. In that sense the necessity to 
“kill and eat” is as imperative for me as 
for the wolf. I do not cede the moral high 
ground to any assertion that I am cruelly 
and unnecessarily causing suffering to 
living beings, when doing so is necessary 
to sustain my own life.

It is unfortunate that my vegan friends 
focus so exclusively (and morbidly? ) on 
the death of the animals in my care. For 
me, the life those animals live is the crux 
of the moral issue. Thus I do not shoe-
horn my laying hens eight per cage the 
size of a pet crate, stacked one above the 
other in multiple tiers; nor do I raise my 
broilers from hatch to slaughter shoulder 
to shoulder with tens of thousands of their 
fellows, never seeing the direct light of 
the sun, nor eating a grasshopper or fresh 
blade of grass. And yes, these are moral 
choices for me. 

Slitting the throat of a bird selected for 
the table is a life necessity for me, but I do 
so within the context of partnership, grati-
tude, and respect—as profound, meaning-
ful, and essential as my relationship with 
the microbes that create soil fertility in my 
garden, the bees that pollinate my crops, 
the decomposer organisms that keep 
my world clean and sweet, rather than a 
wasteland of putrid corpses. As long as 
my partnership with my birds is one of 
mutual support for a life of contentment 

and natural fulfilment, their nourishment 
of me is in balance with my nourishment 
of them.

Shades of Grey
It is not my intention to preach to 

anybody. I will caution, though, that we 
should be careful of a tendency to see all 
moral questions as black or white, abso-
lute right or absolute wrong. Most moral 
reflections only get really interesting (and 
useful) when we wander through shades 
of grey. There are many such areas the 
“flockster” might reflect on, with each free 
to come to a concusion equally deeply felt 
and compassionately committed, even if it 
differs from my own. Here are a few that 
come to mind:

Cockfighting
 I have seen cocks in my own flock 

fight to the death, and cannot imagine 
taking any joy in such mayhem as a sport. 
But before getting too judgmental of those 
who breed for the fighting pit, I remind 
myself that there may be few who are 
doing more to preserve “deep genetics” 
in Gallus gallus domesticus than those 
old “cockers”—not Tyson and Perdue 
and Hy-Line with their cookie-cutter 
birds bred for production in the industrial 
model to the exclusion of all other traits; 
not those among the competitive show 
crowd who emphasize fine points of comb 
and carriage and feather, but not the sturdy 
robustness that is the genetic birthright of 
Gallus; and not me, and most homestead 
flocksters, who shun the hard work of 
serious breed improvement.

Stunning knives
 I visited a farm that is approved for 

humane certification, where I was as-
sured in no uncertain terms that use of an 
electric stunning knife is essential if you 
are to kill a chicken in a humane (moral) 
manner. Setting aside the fact that there 
is disagreement on whether a bird “feels 
pain” after (or while) being stunned with 
electric shock, I am myself stunned by this 
extraordinary implication: My grandmoth-
er’s method of killing a chicken (popping 
off its head) was inherently inhumane, 
whereas I may now, in contrast, kill my 
birds morally using a miracle of modern 
technology. If, that is, I can pony up the 

Moral Puzzles in the Backyard
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$2,150 or so to buy an electric stunning 
system (only $1,200 or so used). Most 
readers of this magazine have small flocks, 
and many will not have to cull more than 
half a dozen old hens or excess males per 
year. Shall we conclude they are moral 
fiends because they don’t shell out the 
bucks for such moral purity? 

Frankly, I wonder if the appeal of the 
stunning knife is the illusion that we are 
neutralizing the bird’s suffering (when as a 
matter of fact we know no such thing with 
certainty), to escape confronting head-on 
what we are doing: killing a beautiful 
animal for food. No technological trick is 
going to relieve us of the anguish of that 
tragic dilemma.

Caponizing
 Surgically castrating cockerels (for 

grow-out as larger, plumper roasting 
fowl) is unquestionably stressful on them, 
and for that reason is strictly prohibited 
by the Animal Welfare Institute’s hu-
mane standards. But which is the better 
choice for the excess male who is to be 
culled—being slaughtered at an early 
age, or enduring the temporary stress of 
caponization for the sake of getting to 
live a nice life for a much longer time? 
(One of my capons lived a full year and 
a half before gracing the dinner table.) 
Has anybody asked the bird? 

De-beaking
 The Animal Welfare Approved 

standard is unambiguous on the subject: 
De-beaking (chopping off half the upper 
beak in order to prevent cannibalism and 
feather picking) is never permitted in any 
poultry operation considered “humane.” I 
have corresponded with a few producers 
for local markets who keep de-beaked 
layer flocks, either because that is the 
only option from their source of supply, 
or for management reasons of their own. 
Since I am not meeting the same “bot-
tom line” they are, I will not presume to 
judge their decisions. It does seem to me, 
however, that de-beaking is an admission 
upfront that the birds in our care are going 
to be under a high level of stress, with the 
implied claim that the alteration is neces-
sary to prevent their injuring each other 
despite that stress. But isn’t our duty to 
give our birds as stress-free a life as we 
can? In all my years of poultry husbandry, 
all episodes of stress sufficient to cause 
the birds to start pecking each other vi-
ciously have been subject to amelioration 
through management changes on my part. 

I see no need for beak-clipping in the well 
cared for backyard flock. 

The learning curve
 We all make mistakes, and sometimes 

our birds pay the price. Early in the man-
agement of my flock on pasture, I failed 
to anticipate the necessity for shade. In an 
unseasonal temperature spike, the poor 
stressed birds began pecking a couple of 
flock members apart, alive. We all lose 
birds to predators from time to time. Such 
calamaties are not moral failings. Should 
we fail to make preventive changes fol-
lowing such crises, however, then we do 
indeed come up short in the moral equa-
tion between us and our birds. 

Back to the Grinder
Maybe that warm-up gets us ready to 

consider at greater depth the question of 
chick-grinding. Please do watch the video. 
There were elements that caught my at-
tention at least as much as seeing living 
animals treated like so much compactible 
garbage. Note the complexity and espe-
cially the speed of this highly mechanized 
system. The obvious context is the typical 
modern factory, caught in the iron jaws 
of an economic system that demands big 
profits from razor-thin margins. In that 
context, I cannot think of any alternative, 
more humane way of killing those chicks 
that would fit the demands of the produc-
tion environment. Whizzing the hapless 
cockerel chicks into a meat grinder is 
unquestionably the most rational solution 
in the context—and I have no doubt that, 
if I were Hy-Line’s CEO, I would make 
exactly the same decision.

So we’re back to context as a key 
component of moral dilemmas. It seems 
to me that—in an increasingly complex, 
centralized, anonymous food production 
system—we are more and more forced 
into choices we find morally repugnant, 
but which are the only “rational” solutions 
in their contexts. How else would a sup-
posedly sane society pollute its ground-
waters with feedlot runoff to the level that 
its own government issues stern warnings 
to mothers against giving the family’s 
tapwater to their babies? Or create dead 
zones in the sea the size of New Jersey? 
Every one of such horrors of modern life 
were created one “rational,” economically 
“necessary” decision at a time. 

Did hatcheries in our great-grandpar-
ents’ time grind live chicks as a routine 
part of their operation? They did not. 

Animal Welfare
Institute and 

Animal Welfare 
Approved

Animal Welfare Approved (AWA) 
is a program of the Animal Wel-

fare Institute (AWI) that certifies 
humane treatment of farm animals on 
participating farms. Clearly they “put 
their money where their mouth is,” 
having given $15,000 in grants for 
incubators, in order to encourage more 
local production of chick stock. In the 
coming five to six years, they plan fur-
ther grants to increase significantly the 
number of regional hatcheries to serve 
local stock needs. Both these measures 
will reduce the shipment of live chicks, 
which is highly stressful on them in the 
best of circumstances.

Animal Welfare Institute, unlike 
extremist animal-rights groups, does 
not oppose the raising and slaughter of 
domestic animals as food. However, it 
advocates for humane treatment of all 
animals, both those in our care and wild 
species; and has worked for the adop-
tion of the majority of federal laws to 
protect animals—the Animal Welfare 
Act, the Endangered Species Act, the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act, and 
the Humane Slaughter Act. 

While I don’t agree with AWI/AWA 
on every point, the Standards they 
propose could serve as compendiums 
of humane practices for the backyard 
poultry husbandman as well as for 
commercial producers. For example, 
they favor a return to traditional dual-
purpose breeds. While that is an idea 
not likely to fly in the current climate of 
super-specialization, in smaller, more 
distributed, naturally based paradigms, 
all dual-purpose chicks hatched would 
be equally valued: females for future 
egg production, males as meat birds.

Animal Welfare Approved: http://
www.animalwelfareapproved.org/ 

Humane livestock husbandry standards 
by species (including standards for 
chickens, ducks, and turkeys): http://
www.animalwelfareapproved.org/
standards/ 

Animal Welfare Institute: http://www.
awionline.org/ 
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Hatcheries were smaller, more distributed, 
more human scale. Vastly more families 
kept backyard flocks as a part of the do-
mestic economy, and “cockerel specials” 
were welcome money-savers for produc-
ing dressed poultry for the table. Could it 
be that finding our way back to more local 
production of poultry stock, and greater 
participation of the average citizen in the 
backyard production of meat and eggs, are 
not only “greenie,” feel-good ways of be-
ing more “environmentally responsible,” 
but have a deep moral thrust as well? 

For my own part, I’m back to think-
ing about the sawdust speck and the two-
by-four. I am not implicated in what I see 
as a moral outrage when Hy-Line grinds 
150,000 live chicks per day—both because 
I don’t order layer chicks from them, and 
because I do not eat supermarket eggs, ever. 
But I do order some of my replacement 
stock from elsewhere; and I now know as 
well that the big hatcheries who supply us 
backyarders with our chicks also routinely 
kill excess cockerel chicks, a reality few of 
us can feel comfortable with. For example, 
one of the regional hatcheries in a state 
near me, for whom I’ve always had great 
respect, reported that they simply dump the 
excess male chicks into a barrel and leave 
them to suffocate. Doubtless they are as 
appalled to be doing so as we are to learn 
of the practice, but the math is relentless: 
If we flocksters, for our own convenience, 
write enough pullets-only orders, there is no 
way the hatcheries can sell all the resulting 
excess males as “cockerel specials” to bar-
gain-hunters—large numbers of the excess 
males must be killed out of hand as a matter 
of routine, to serve our convenience.

I interviewed the owners of two of the 
biggest hatcheries I know. I found that 
they actually have a commitment to doing 
as much as they can to treat the chicks 
they’ve helped “bring into the world” 
with care and respect, and to minimize 
euthanizing chicks. They pass on surplus 
chicks as “cockerel specials”; as “box 
warmers” added free to orders to help keep 
body warmth up during transit through 
the mails; to feed stores who feature “free 
chick day” (as a way of promoting feed 
sales); and to zoos and other feeders of 
snakes and raptorial birds.

Both agreed that they would love to 
sell straight-run orders only, but don’t feel 
they can refuse to fill sexed orders and 
remain competitive. Inevitably, therefore, 
their hatcheries routinely end up with 
cockerel chicks that must be killed. One 

owner refused to specify how her hatchery 
euthanizes such chicks (other than “ac-
cording to applicable law”), but the other 
said their method is “controlled atmo-
sphere killing,” using CO2. A major reason 
for that choice is that purchasers of these 
chicks (which are frozen in large quantities 
for feeding to captive raptors) require this 
method in order to retain edibility of the 
chick carcasses for their birds. 

Changing the Chick Order
Recognizing that my pullet-only 

orders lead to “euthanizing” excess cock-
erel chicks at hatcheries, I plan to order 
straight-run exclusively in the future. That 
is an option available to other backyard 
flocksters as well. Indeed, I have just 
completed an order for new layer stock 
next spring from Glenn Drowns’s Sand 
Hill Preservation Center. Glenn never kills 
excess chicks. The key to avoiding that 
necessity is shipping straight run orders 
only, no exceptions.

The choice I’ve made may not be a 
viable option for many small producers 
of eggs for local markets, already operat-
ing on a razor’s edge financially, since a 
straight run order doubles the chick cost 
of each layer pullet that remains after the 
males are culled at butchering age. How-
ever, in a recent discussion of this issue 
on the listserve for American Pastured 
Poultry Producers Association, two small 
producers said they plan to start ordering 
straight run for replacement layer stock, 
and find good uses for the surplus cock-
erels as culls. One made the observation 
that, while an egg breed cockerel won’t 
make a carcass acceptable in his broiler 
market, he plans to turn the cull cockerels 
into chicken pot pies for sale in his farm-
ers market. What an interesting idea: A 
change in strategy for reasons of virtue 
turns out to make good economic sense 
as well (since a producer typically makes 
more profit “adding value” than selling 
basic-ingredient products).

Expanding Ripples
This meditation has not been about 

expanding anyone’s load of guilt, but 
about expanding our vision, about seeing 
our practices with our backyard flocks in 
the larger picture. 

The image of the pebble in the pool 
comes to mind: When the pebble splashes 
into the pool, the ripples expand outward, 
all the way to the edge. A butterfly flutters 
its wings in China, and a thunderstorm 

kicks up in Kansas. We order our 25 
sexed pullet chicks, and a harried hatchery 
worker tosses 25 cockerel chicks into a 
barrel to die. 

Antidotes to deeply entrenched prob-
lems are not easy to put in place. But we 
start with a willingness to see our own 
part in the larger picture. And, I believe, to 
return to smaller, more distributed, more 
human scale agricultural enterprises. 

It may be that some will find my 
rippling pool metaphor oppressive—
seen from a broad enough perspective, 
“we can never get it right.” I choose to 
see the expanding ripples instead as an 
ever-renewed invitation to learn, to meet 
new challenges, to define new pathways 
for healing and sustainability. A lifetime 
should suffice.

Text © Harvey Ussery, 2010; themod-
ernhomestead.us.

Harvey Ussery and his wife Ellen live 
on 2-1/2 acres near the Blue Ridge in 
Northern Virginia. They produce much of 
their own food—including all their eggs 
and dressed poultry from a mixed pastured 
flock—and offer their homestead as model 
and inspiration to others aspiring to the 
homesteading life.

Harvey has written for Mother Earth 
News, Countryside & Small Stock Jour-
nal, and publications of American Pas-
tured Poultry Producers Association. He 
is currently writing a book, The Modern 
Homestead Poultry Flock. Visit his website 
at www.themodernhomestead.us.

FAST�FENCE
Info�and�buy�now�at

www.electricnets.com
800-356-5458

• New Egg Cartons
 • Incubators and Parts • Brooders 
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• Vitamins • Books 
and much more!!

Best prices on:
FREE

shipping on orders 
over $50!

Poultryman’s Supply Company
PO Box 612 • Columbus, IN 47202

Call or visit us online at:

812-603-7722
www.poultrymansupply.com
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Brian heldBerg, minnesOta

memBer, sppa

Pyncheon bantams have a long his-
tory, but disappeared from exhibi-
tion for most of the 20th century. 

Dedicated breeders have brought them 
back and are rediscovering this colorful 
breed and its history.

Pyncheons are a medium size ban-
tam, with cocks weighing 24 ounces, 
cockerels and hens weighing 22 ounces 
and pullets weighing 20 ounces. They 
are recognized by the American Ban-
tam Association, but not the American 
Poultry Association, and are shown in 
the Single Comb Clean Leg Class. The 
breed has a tuft of feathers rising from 
the head, behind the comb. The plumage 
is similar to the Mille Fleur Color pat-
tern. Shanks and toes need to be willow 
yellow, soles of feet yellow and earlobes 
bright red. Other colors will disqualify 
birds being shown.

Pyncheons’ Mysterious History
Finding historical information on 

Pyncheons is a quest. Bantam Breeding 
and Genetics by Fred P. Jeffrey includes 
an article on Pyncheon bantams, pages 
83-84 in the 1977 edition. 

The Rev. B. Samuel Miller referred 
to in the article purchased and bred his 
Pyncheons in Kentucky. Rev. Miller 
claims that the cock in Carl Heinrich 
Bloch’s (1834-1890) painting, Peter’s 
Denial, (www.hopegallery.com/php/
artwork.php?artwork=693), is proof of 
the antiquity of the breed. I’m not con-

vinced, because I just don’t see the Mille 
Fleur color pattern. The Pyncheons 
article in Bantam Breeding and Genet-
ics mentions a protuberance on top the 
head, but the Bantam Standard does not 
ask for this, and not all breeders agree 
that there ought to be a protuberance on 
top the head.

Nathaniel Hawthorne describes 
Pyncheon bantams in his novel, House 
of Seven Gables. According to the 
Rev. Miller, Hawthorne “does not call 
them bantams, but in his description of 
them compares them in size to quail, 
partridges and pigeons.” I found no 
information on where Hawthorne had 
obtained his birds, and who received 
them after his death.

The article in the ABA Book of Ban-
tams implies that the breed was devel-
oped from birds brought to northeastern 
U.S. ports by foreign ships. If that is so, 
then this breed existed elsewhere, it has 
died out since that time. 

It’s very possible these first birds 
originated in Belgium, where the Mille 
Fleur color pattern originated, and 
where, in Flemish Belgium, families 
with the name Pyncheon may be found. 
It has been suggested to me that the 
breed may have been created by a 
Belgian poultry breeder of the name 
Pyncheon. The name would have passed 
on to the birds the way that Sir John 
Sebright gave his name to the bantam 
breed he created. 

I have found there are families of the 

Pyncheon Bantams

Rusty Hart spreads this pullet’s wings to show the absence of black stippling which is 
usual in other Mille Fleur pattern birds.

Pyncheon breeder, Rusty Hart, Michigan,shares a picture of his hen as an example of 
good type and color. The Mille Fleur pattern in Pyncheons differs from other breeds.

Breed FOcus:
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Above: Hink-jc Mountain Poultry in 
Pennsylvania is raising both Mille Fleur 
and Porcelain varieties of Pyncheons. 
They will ship hatching eggs, but chicks 
must be picked up from the farm.

name Pynchon in a number of places 
in Europe and England. The name also 
appears among immigrants in the early 
days of the northeastern U.S. I’d like 
to suggest the possibility that Nathaniel 
Hawthorne obtained his birds from a 
breeder named Pynchon, who lived in 
his area, and that Hawthorne modified 
the name when he gave it to the family 
in his novel. 

Pyncheons Now:
Still a Bit Mysterious and

Certainly Rare
A look through information posted 

by breeders in forums online tells me 
the breed is inbred, with poor fertility, 
but they are good layers for bantams, 
and good broodies. They lay cream or 
tinted eggs, are winter hardy, and like to 
fly. According to Nathaniel Hawthorne, 
they say, the breed has existed in the U.S. 
since the mid-1700s. The breed is being 
promoted and interest is growing. Charlie 
and Jody Hinkle, (www.hinkjcpoultry.
com), in Slatington, Pennsylvania, raise 
both the Mille Fleur and Porcelain color 
varieties and are actively promoting the 
breed.

Breeders have crossed them with 
Old English Game bantams (I sug-
gest trying Spangled) and Mille Fleur 
Leghorns, and this improves fertility. 
Tassled games would make a good out-
cross. Ed Hart of Illinois, and others, 
breed Tassled OE Games. He agrees 
that they would make a good outcross 
for Pyncheons, the downside being that 
they might introduce feather pattern 
problems in maintaining the Mille Fleur 

color. Getting the leg color, willow yel-
low, right is a struggle. Any other color 
is a disqualification. Breeder Rusty Hart 
in Michigan (no relation to Ed) has bred 
roosters with other leg and earlobe col-
ors into his flock to improve fertility, 
but found it difficult to breed back to 
the willow yellow leg color, which is 
recessive.

“The Mille Fleur color is one of the 
hardest color varieties to breed to perfec-
tion, and in the Pyncheon breed has some 
unique characteristics,” says Rusty Hart. 
“There has to be a balance of type and 
color for the particular breed.”

Left: This close-up of Rusty Hart’s young rooster shows the backward tassel on his head, behind the single comb. The comb should 
be small enough not to lop over. Red earlobes are another breed requirement. Right: Rusty’s pullet displays a similar backward 
tassel. 

Leg and foot color can be elusive, and 
incorrect color will disqualify a show 
bird. Shown by Rusty Hart, willow yellow 
legs with yellow soles like these are the 
standard.
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The characteristics unique to the Mille Fleur pattern in 
Pyncheon females include little to no black stippling in 
the neck hackles. Most Mille fleur varieties show a strip 
of black in the lower female neck hackle, a black strip that 
goes from the white spangle and extends up the shaft of the 
feather where it meets the body of the feather. Their hackle 
pattern is the exact same pattern as the breast, cushion, and 
back, uniform with the rest of the plumage. Color should 
predominate over white in the head, primary and secondary 
feathers. The undercolor should be slate shading to slatey buff 
at the base in males, medium slate shading to pale salmon at 
the base in females.

“The undercolor of the Mille Fleur Pyncheon is just as 

important as the outer color,” says Hart. “Without the proper 
balance of color, the bird looks foreign and not good Pyncheon 
color.”

Nathaniel Hawthorne bred Pyncheons in 1850, and I pre-
sume this was at the small red farmhouse near Lenox, Mas-
sachusetts, where the author and his family moved in March 
1850, living there until early 1852. This was at the time the 
author wrote House of Seven Gables, which appeared in 1851, 
in which he mentions Pyncheons. 

Hawthorne used his Pyncheons to draw parallels between the 
breed and the Pyncheon family. The hens, an “immemorial heir-
loom in the Pyncheon family,” are of “aristocratic lineage.” 

“. . . the grotesque and stilted hens in the Pyncheon garden 
become symbols of the Pyncheon family itself, and of its rigidly 
fossilized traditions . . .”

The hen coop is “of very revered antiquity.”
The Pyncheon hens are “declining,” like the Pyncheon fam-

ily. They belonged to Hepzibah Pyncheon, an isolated 60-year 
old spinster, unable to leave the original house, as the Pyncheon 
hens will not be found anywhere but there. 

So, the birds in The House of Seven Gables are a little 
different from those that Hawthorne owned: Pyncheons have 
always been small, and it’s hard to imagine anyone calling them 
“grotesque and stilted.” 

I also found quotes in these books:
Hawthorne in His Own Time by Ronald A. Bosco and Jill-

marie Murphy (2007, University of Iowa Press), pg 190: “ . . . 
strong and natural, are never left by hint until the supernatural 
has expressed. His grotesqueness is inimitable . . . His Pyncheon 
hens, with their aristocratic attenuation, are the very expression 
of gallinaceous absurdity . . .”

The Hand of Ethelberta by Thomas Hardy, published 1876: 
“Some of the tones of autumn, formed a proper background to 
a person constituted as Faith, like Miss Hepzibah Pyncheon’s 
chicken, possessed in miniature all the antiquity of her pro-
genitors.”

A black and white illustration exists of Pyncheons in the 
ABA Bantam Standard, but not every edition has it. 

There is a Porcelain Pyncheon being bred. In the forums a 
Gold-Neck variety was planned, with plumage, I assume, like 
the Gold-Neck D’Uccle. I myself imagine a “dark” Mille Fleur 
variety, with plumage very much like the Speckled Sussex … 

One breeder, discouraged at not finding any stock, intends 
to re-create the breed.

The origins of the Pyncheon bantam are mysterious, and 
we can only speculate beyond the few facts that we have. We 
may never know just how they came to be, and who had them 
in their earliest history.

Connect with other historic poultry enthusiasts by join-
ing The Society for Preservation of Poultry Antiquities. 
The SPPA is a 501c(3) nonprofit organization for the ad-
vancement of historic poultry breeds, which depends upon 
tax-deductible contributions from people like you. Your 
membership fee of $15 supports education and outreach 
activities. The quarterly Bulletin is the liveliest writing on 
rare and historic breeds around. Join by sending $15 for a 
year’s membership to Secretary Dr. Charles Everett, Tulip 
Grove, 1057 Nick Watts Rd., Lugoff, SC 29078 or online 
at http://poultrybookstore.com. 

Pyncheon bantam chicks. Photo courtesy of Jody Hinkle, 
www.hinkjcpoultry.com.

Brian Heldberg drew these Pyncheons with colored pencil, art 
marker and ink. “The male bird has a raised flyaway comb, 
like what is seen on real Pyncheons, caused by the knob on 
top of the head. This is different from what is described in the 
standard. I gave the female a twisted single comb—what I’ve 
read is called an ‘s-curve,’” he says.
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marK rOsen

rOsen american game Bantams 

When it comes to Old Eng-
lish Game bantams (OEGB) 
and American Game bantams 

(AGB), many folks often ask what the 
difference is. I will explain a few of the 
main physical differences between the 
two game bantam breeds as far as shape, 
size, and a few other criteria. I will cover 
most of the differences, but will also touch 
on some of the similarities between the 
two. OEGB and AGB are the only two 
breeds in the “Game Bantam Class” of the 
American Bantam Association’s Standard 
and so, naturally, share a somewhat similar 
general appearance, but they also have 
just as many differences. There is really 
not adequate time or space to cover all of 

the temperament, lineage, and other dif-
ferences (of which there are many) in this 
article, so the differences I will focus on 
here will be mostly the physical ones.

The OEGB originated in England, 
and was first seen in the British Standard 
in 1865. Standard weight for an OEGB 
cock is 24 ounces, and is set at 22 ounces 
for hens.

The AGB originated in the U.S. It has 
been around since the 1890s but wasn’t 
really perfected or fully standardized 
until the 1940s and first appeared in the 
ABA Yearbook in 1950. Standard weight 
for an AGB cock is 30 ounces, and 27 
ounces for hens. 

So as you can see there is a difference 
of about 6 ounces between the two breeds 
when it comes to standard weights. Keep 
in mind though that the ABA Standard is 

quite generous with respect to allowances 
in weights. In fact the standard allows up 
to 20% either underweight or overweight 
before it calls for the bird to be disquali-
fied. So theoretically you could see an 
Old English Game bantam (let’s say a 
male) that is underweight (which they 
have a tendency to be) and weighs in at 20 
ounces, shown right next to an American 
Game bantam male that is overweight 
(which they also tend to be) and weighs 
in at 34 ounces, and both birds would 
be well within the allowable range for 
their respective standards. So you will 
often see a much greater size difference 
between the two breeds both at shows 
and on breeders’ yards than the 6 ounce 
difference described in the Standard. 

The differences in shape may seem 
subtle to those who are not all that fa-
miliar with both breeds, but in reality 
there are quite a number of differences 
in shape (type) between the two breeds 
and in both sexes. Generally speaking 
and strictly going by the ABA Standard, 
both breeds have backs that are sloped. 
OEGB backs are to have a “well defined 
slope” and AGB backs are to have a slope 
of 30 degrees for males and 20 degrees 
for females. 

The OEGB’s standard calls for a mod-
erately short back in both sexes and males 
are no longer required to have an abrupt 
break at the juncture of the back and the 
base of the tail. The AGB’s standard calls 
for a medium length back in both sexes 
and it does require the abrupt break at the 
juncture of the back and tail on males. 
Both breeds and both sexes should have 
somewhat tapered (as opposed to rounded) 
heads, and there should be a strong contrac-
tion of their wings against the body. Ac-
cording to the Standard both breeds should 
have hard resilient plumage with little fluff, 
arched necks, medium length shanks and 
legs that are widely set, wings that are held 
up rather high and tight against the body 
so the lower thigh can be seen, and both 
breeds should look proud, sturdy, well 
muscled, and alert and have the appearance 
of being ready for anything. 

When it comes to plumage though 
the AGBs are to be more abundantly 
feathered, having both a greater number 

This side-by-side visual comparison of both males and females shows the 
differences in shape between the two breeds in the Game Bantam Class.

American Game bantam female.

American Game bantam male.

Old English Game bantam female, 
owned by Kevin Christsen, 
C & Z Bantams, Utah. 

Old English Game bantam male, owned 
by Kevin Christsen, C & Z Bantams, 
Utah. Photos by Mark Rosen.

Old English Game & American Game Bantams
What’s The Difference?
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of, and also longer and broader feathers 
in several distinct areas on male birds, 
namely the tail (including the actual main 
tail feathers, sickles, lesser sickles, and 
tail coverts), the saddle, and the hackle. 
Speaking specifically of the tails on male 
birds there is a very distinct difference in 
the two standards and that is that Ameri-
can Game bantams are required to have a 
semi-cardiod (semi-heart shaped) curve 
in their sickle feathers just like most full 
sized gamefowl do. Occasionally you do 
see individuals of OEGB’s that too have 
this distinctive curvature, but most often 
OEGBs sickles are shorter and have far 
less curve to them. One other difference 
is that pure AGBs (individuals that do not 
carry any OEGB or other non AGB blood) 
tend to have tails that actually get longer 
as they age, as opposed to OEGBs who 
generally have the greatest length in their 
tail feathers when they are cockerels. 

 Another big difference in the two stan-
dards that some people may not be aware of 
is that American Game bantam males are 
required to be dubbed if they are shown, no 
matter what their age is. If not, they are to 

This illustration shows the proper semi-
cardiod curve of the “sickle” tail feathers 
that is required on American Game 
bantam males.

A drawing by Bob Gary of a male 
American Game bantam. 

DEDICATED TO PROMOTING AND
PROTECTING STANDARD-BRED POULTRY
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be disqualified. However OEGBs can still 
be shown while undubbed when they are 
cockerels (as long as it is before November 
1st of the year it was hatched).

In the females of both breeds their 
differences are a bit more subtle, but in 
general, the AGB should be bigger and 
more substantial, having a solid body with 
good weight. While remaining “corky”, 
she should look less dainty than her OEGB 
counterpart. In both breeds moderate to 
well spread tails are much preferred to 
those that are carried pinched. 

For more information on Rosen 
American Game Bantams, contact Mark 
at mfireback@aol.com, or visit his web-
site: http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/
rosenagbs/; phone: (719) 947-3006.

For more information on the Ameri-
can Game Bantam Club (AGBC), go to 
http://americangamebantamclub.spaces.
live.com/.

For more information about the 
Old English Game Bantam Club of 
America (OEGBCA): www.banty-
chicken.com/OEGBCA/; Troy Vannoy, 
Secretary, 526 East Locust St., Col-
linsville, TX 76233;(903) 429-6681; 
E-mail: troyvannoy@msn.com.



36 Backyard Poultry

In the April/May, 2009 issue of Backyard 
Poultry (page 6), we included a sidebar 
about an advertiser, MacFarlane Pheas-
ants, who provided the pheasants served 
at President Obama’s Inauguration 
Dinner, along with a recipe of the dish 
served. Since then we have received a lot 
of requests for more information on Mac-
Farlane Pheasants, so we asked them to 
provide some information about their 
hatchery, and in future issues, articles 
on raising pheasants.—Ed. 

Bill macFarlane

OWner, macFarlane pheasants

WWW.pheasant.cOm

Here at MacFarlane Pheasants we 
strive to be a progressive and in-
novative pheasant producer.

Founded in Janesville, Wisconsin, 
in 1929, we have grown into the largest 
pheasant farm in North America. Since 
our inception MacFarlane Pheasants 
has been steadily growing. We have ex-
panded our offerings to include day-old 
chicks in the 1960s and food products in 
the late 1980s. During the 2009 season 
we produced more than 1.5 million chicks 
and sold over 350,000 mature birds 
(pheasants and partridges).

Our farm covers more than 440 acres, 
with more than 100 acres under netting. 
We have 30 full-time and 20 part-time 

employees working at four locations. 
Having four separate locations allows us 
to keep the different aspects of our opera-
tion separated, heightening bio-security. 
The four areas are the breeder farm, 
hatchery, and two production farms. 

Answering customer calls is a top 
priority for our service-oriented farm. We 
have five full-time office staff members to 
answer calls and take orders. In addition, 
our managers are available to answer 

questions from our customers. To ensure 
a timely response, we have a policy stating 
that any call received during office hours 
regarding a problem with day-old chicks 
will be returned within one hour.

Bill MacFarlane, owner and presi-
dent, has been running the business since 
1979. He grew up on the pheasant farm 
and has been working in the commercial 
gamebird industry now for 30 years. 
Bill’s main focuses these days include 
long range planning and marketing.

With a centralized location in the 
Midwest we have the ability to ship 
our birds throughout the United States, 
Canada and other locations around the 
world. Our location also gives us easy 
access to the Chicago and Minneapolis 
airports for shipping day-old chicks. To 
allow for the fastest shipping time, we 
transport postal chick shipments in our 
own trucks to the Minneapolis U.S. Post 
Office Air Mail Facility, enabling us to 
get our chicks anywhere in the United 
States, often within 24 hours.

To ensure the best possible birds we 
are progressive in our breeder selection. 
All breeders are hand selected and every 
single breeder bird is weighed, to assure 
consistent size and quality. By importing 
wild genetics from China, utilizing state-
of-the-art egg washing equipment, using a 
modern hatchery and investing in climate 
controlled delivery vehicles we have been 
able to stay progressive. Carefully com-
bining these methods produces healthy 
wild pheasant chicks. Our 2010 breeding 

Brenda Clark, a long-time MacFarlane employee uses a state-of-the-art egg washing 
machine.

Start your next backyard
poultry project with chicks from

MacFarlane Pheasants, Inc. 
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flock will consist of more than 30,000 hens 
producing over 2 million eggs that will be 
hatched in our hatchery.

Besides producing chicks, we are 
also the largest producer of full-grown 
mature pheasants in the United States, 
delivering 260,000 adult pheasants dur-
ing the 2009-2010 seasons. In addition, 
we have a continued commitment to the 
food product business and are currently 
one of the nation’s largest producers of 
dressed pheasants.

Currently, we produce and raise Chi-

nese Ringneck, Kansas Ringneck, Man-
churian Ringneck Cross, and Melanistic 
Mutant. We also hatch and raise Chukar 
Redleg partridges and French Redleg 
partridges and sell mature Hungarian 
partridges. 

Start your next backyard poultry 
project with MacFarlane chicks. We sell 
as few as 50 chicks and will mail them to 
any location in the United States for you to 
raise for 4-H, FFA, or backyard projects.

To order MacFarlane chicks for your 
next poultry project, call (800) 345-8348 
or visit the website, www.pheasant.com. 
To tour MacFarlane farm, please call in 
advance to pre-schedule. If you are in-
terested in smoked or dressed pheasants, 
visit www.pheasantfordinner.com. 

For more information on game birds 
and the industry, visit Bill’s blog at www.
gamebirdexpert.com or get your manage-
ment questions answered on the forum at 
www.gamebirdforum.com or see their ad 
on page 43.

This aerial view of MacFarlane Pheasants’ 440-acre farm shows the main location with 
many acres of pens, brooding barns, food products facility, and the main office.

Chinese Ringneck chicks, one of the 
pheasant breeds produced and raised by 
MacFarlane Pheasants, can be sexed at 
the time of hatching. 

Many of the birds raised by MacFarlane Pheasants are used on game preserves. 
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Trough Feeders
Starter feeder for your new birds/fl ock. 

Built entirely of durable plastic. Yellow 
feeders are for baby chicks. Orange are 
for larger birds. 
 Yellow, 11 in. ..............#530040 $3.00
 Yellow, 20 in. ..............#530045 $3.40
 Orange, 20 in.............#530050 $5.30

Poultry Feeder
Angled feed design reduces wastage 

and lowers the risk of “soiled” feed. 
Holds 22 lbs. Works well with full-grown 
chickens. Feeder lid sold separately.
 Feeder .....................#530031 $15.00
 Feeder Lid ...............#530032 $1.60

Vacuum Waterer
Vacuum seal allows red tray to 

“self-fi ll” as water is consumed. 
Reduces the daily “chores”. Carry 
handle makes moving it a cinch. An 
effective, solution that’s affordable. 
 Size, 0.25 gal ... #530020 $2.00
 Size, 1.75 gal .... #530021 $9.90

Heated Waterer
Thermostatically controlled (turns 

on/off automatically based on the 
air temperature). Prevents freezing 
down to 0 degrees. 3 gal capacity. 
Year round usage. 100 watts.
 Size, 3 gal.......... #520009 $35.50

Bucket Waterer
Large capacity (5 gal). Quick clean 

design makes refi lling and cleaning 
quick and easy. Convenience is 
worth the cost.  
 Size, 5 gal......... #530025 $16.00

Transport Crate
Safe, low-cost solution to moving 

birds to the fair, the vet, from brooder to 
growing areas. Also useful to transport 
other small animals. Heavy duty plastic. 
Ships dimensional weight 52 lbs.
 Transport Crate....... #530010 $41.00

Hanging Waterer
Unique individual 

drinking spaces 
stops birds from 
fl icking water out 
of the trough—so 
less water loss and 
drier bedding. 
Includes a secure 
connection system.  
 Size, 1.25 gal ..... #530026 $9.00

Pop Bottle Waterer
Easy-to-use, low cost waterer for 

starting a few birds. Simply fi ll a 20 
oz or 2 liter size bottle. Squeeze the 
base into the bottle and fl ip upright. 
(Bottle shown not included.) 
 Small, 20 oz .......#530016 $1.00
 Large, 2 ltr ..........#530015 $1.90

Heated Base
Prevents water in waterers from 

freezing in temps as low as 10º F. Use 
with double wall metal poultry founts 
only. Not for indoor use. 125 watts.
 Heated Base ...#520010 $40.00

Poultry Hook
Easy to use. Lightweight (10 oz). 

Rounded loop is ideal for catching legs 
with little injury risk. Made of 1/4 in. 
stainless rod and a high impact plastic 
handle. 48 in. long.
 Poultry Hook .............#530000 $5.75

Products 
That   
Please…  

Need Poultry Products?
                         Premier's line of products will help you!
Premier, which has been the US’s leading source of electrifi ed PoultryNet for years, is 

expanding into other products for outdoor poultry producers. Expect this list to grow.
We’ve established our own small pasture poultry operation to allow us to test, on a 

daily basis, the products we offer. Premier will continue sourcing new products and 
upgrading existing ones to better meet your, and our, needs. (If you have a need for a 
particular product, let us know and we will work toward a solution for you.) 

Given that the British college farm I managed in the late 1960s had more than 2500 
pasture poultry chickens producing eggs and meat for the college kitchen —this has 
been a fascinating “walk back in time” for me.

                     Stan Potratz, owner of Premier

Nutri-Drench
Popular Nutri-

Drench product now 
available for poultry. 
Gives newborns a 
quick jump start. 

Available in 2 
sizes. 4 oz. (with 
dropper) and quart size.
  Size, 4 oz ......#620500 $6.40
 Size, qt ..........#620501 $22.00

Crate Size:
32" x 20" x 10" 

800-282-6631
www.premier1supplies.com

Washington, IA

Do not use 
for plastic 

founts. 

Feeder Lid

Free Shipping!
Applies to website orders only 

in which the invoice exceeds $100 
and the shipping method is via 
ground service. Does not apply to 
orders placed by phone, fax, e-mail 
or mail.

Winter Special!
Free shipping offer above applies 
to invoices exceeding $50. Offer 
good through January 31, 2010. 

See our website for details.

A New Catalog! Poultry & Garden Products That Work!
In this new catalog, Premier will offer, illustrate & explain many products including:

• Fences to contain chickens, geese and ducks.
• Fences, et al, to protect poultry from their predators.
• Fences to protect gardens, orchards, beehives and young trees from stray dogs, 

deer, rabbits, groundhogs and even bears.
• Poultry feeders, waterers, feed grinders, corn shellers, egg cartons, egg baskets 

and much more.

To receive a free copy, e-mail us—info@premier1supplies.com

Ask for our 
3 unique 

booklets—
FREE!

Need information about poultry? 
We have books available!

PoultryNet—See our fencing ad on the inside back cover of this magazine.

Heat Lamp
Stronger, safer and more 

durable than common heat lamps. 
More reliable hanging system. 
A 16 ft. cord provides the extra 
“reach” that's so often needed. 
Bulbs sold separately. Contact us 
for details.
 Heat Lamp ......#557000 $24.00
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There’s 
Nothing Quite

Like a

JOseph marquette, sppa memBer

phOtOs By rOBert giBsOn

WWW.yellOWhOuseFarmnh.cOm

People tend to gawk the first time they see a Muscovy 
drake standing there in the barnyard. Sometimes it’s 
shock, usually amazement, occasionally disgust. The 

inevitable question comes, “What is that?” Every once in a 
while I’m asked, “Is that a turkey?” The teacher in me masks 
mocking laughter pretty well, but I will admit that that’s a tough 
one to swallow. Typically, though, I come up with some more 
appropriate and didactic response, namely: “That is one of the 
most important breeds of the well planned farmstead.”

The great thing about such a statement is that it’s true. For 
the homestead or small-scale farm focusing on sustainable ag-
riculture, Muscovies are a goldmine; there’s no way around it. 
They are fantastic foragers, extremely fertile, excellent mothers, 
disease free, self-reliant, tough as nails, and funny as all get out. 
In short, they are possessed of the most worthy farming qualities 
that recommend them to almost any farm or homestead.

By Way of Introduction:
Muscovies are the only breed of domestic duck not derived 

directly from the Mallard. They are, instead, a perching duck 
from Central and South America, although wild birds may 
wander up into southern Texas from time to time.

Muscovies were domesticated before the arrival of Europe-
ans, although it is difficult to determine the exact point at which 
they were tamed. European colonists, apparently impressed with 
their qualities, introduced them to Europe where they became 
popular table fowl. 

Muscovies have a long history in North America as well, 
being a staple of the homestead. In more mild areas of the 
country they are wont to run feral. Indeed, in Florida and 
southern Georgia they have become an indelible part of the 
landscape, breeding freely and carving out a niche as settlers 
themselves.

Although Muscovies and mallard-derivative ducks are both 
ducks, their relationship is rather like that of the donkey and 
the horse. They are genetically capable of hybridizing, but the 
resultant offspring are sterile, just like the mule. Indeed, we 
refer to these hybrids as mule ducks. Though they may be a 
curiosity, they have no place on a sustainable farm, insofar as 
hybrids are dead-ends and cannot be bred forward. Purebred 
heritage fowl are the marker of a farm or homestead moving 
toward environmental awareness.

The American Poultry Association recognizes four varieties 
of Muscovy: white, black, chocolate, and blue. Although Mus-
covies are quite common, well bred Muscovies are not. There is 
a variety of non-standard intentional patterns in existence, but 
the majority of Muscovies, found in the common barnyards or 
available from commercial hatcheries, are simply a hodgepodge 
of laissez-faire breeding. Now, strictly speaking, coloring is not 
of great concern to one’s farming needs. However, in a regret-
fully rare converging of goals, standard-bred Muscovies tend to 
be possessed of excellent farming qualities. Thus, it is a shame 
to breed Muscovies that deviate from the striking patterns that 
are present in the American Standard of Perfection. 

As far as pinfeathers are concerned, blue and chocolate 
fowl tend to dress out quite cleanly. If birds are butchered 
at an inappropriate time, black Muscovies can yield a messy 
carcass, but the key to that is not to butcher them when they’re 
not ready. At Yellow House Farm, we raise black and chocolate 
Muscovies for market.

To procure quality stock in Muscovies, the very best source 
is the Breeders’ Directory published by the Society for the 
Preservation of Poultry Antiquities (SPPA), which boasts an 
impressive number of breeders of standard-bred Muscovies. To 
procure a directory, one must become a member of the SPPA, 
which is a good idea for any breeder of poultry. The SPPA is 
the ultimate neighborhood for poultry raisers. It is an excellent 
way of networking and connecting with others, whose long 
experience is greatly to our benefit. 

  
Muscovies on the Farm

Muscovies are rugged fowl. Like geese, they are extremely 
self-possessed and independent. They tend to go about their 
business with a rather slow, yet determined gait, alternating be-
tween active foraging and what appears to be utter idleness.

Muscovies are deeply omnivorous. They consume a wide 
variety of vegetable matter, including an impressive amount 

Muscovy
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Muscovies are quite cold hardy. These young females perch 
contentedly during an easy New England snowfall.   

of grass. Indeed, they make much better use of pasture grass 
than mallard-derivative breeds. Nonetheless, they relish meaty 
bits in all shapes and sizes: mosquitoes, flies, spiders, Japanese 
beetles, earth worms, horn worms, slugs, sundry larvae, frogs, 
salamanders, moles, voles, mice, and more. Muscovies, as feed-
ers, are perhaps best described as happily opportunistic. 

On account of this very quality they are prime candidates 
for a wide variety of habitats: pastures, woody areas and un-
derbrush, rivers and ponds. If there’s food to be scrounged, 
they’ll make themselves right at home. Nevertheless, backing 
up this long list of menu possibilities is an impressive appetite. 
Muscovies like to eat. With quality free-range available to them, 
they do a great job of filling the bill with only a modest amount 
of supplementary feed. If, however, they are raised within close 
confinement, with naught but commercial feed, they are wont 
to eat the lion’s share.

Unlike most varieties of domesticated ducks, Muscovies 
have, to a great extent, retained the ability to fly. This is es-
pecially true of the females who happily fly across the yard, 
enjoying their favorite roosting spots: tree branches, rooftops, 
covered runs, and fences. They tend to fly more in the autumn 
than the spring. As the young of the year discover the ability, 
they seem to remind the rest of the flock that flying is fun. 
Females as a rule are strong flyers, but when in full egg produc-
tion, their abdomens become too weighted down to take off. 
Some drakes soar through the air. A male Muscovy rounding a 
corner at full speed is outstandingly beautiful to witness. Their 
wingspan is impressive, and, when strong flyers, give off an air 
of power. Often though, they become too large for sustained 
flight and content themselves with lower perches. Although 
Muscovies fly well, they seldom, if ever, fly away. They tend 
rather to circle about and then land somewhere comfortable 
and familiar. If, however, this tendency toward flight is not 
in alignment with your production model, Muscovies are eas-
ily grounded via the clipping of their primary flight feathers 
on one side only. It should be noted that the clipping of wing 
feathers is tantamount to a haircut; it is completely painless 
and thoroughly harmless. It must, however, be repeated after 
the completion of each year’s autumn molt.

Muscovy feathers are more permeable than those of 
mallard-derivative breeds. Often, after a good bath, they look 
soaked and ragamuffin. Nonetheless, once they dry and preen, 

they return to their smooth and glossy appearance. 
Muscovies can be downright sneaky and often to their detri-

ment. If you have a body of water for them, they are prone to 
make it their evening perch. Just before nightfall, they’ll quietly 
take their leave, and you’ll be left trying to force them off of 
the water in the dark, something they are hotwired to avoid 
doing. An easy way to escape this conundrum is to wait to feed 
them until the evening. They are quick to pick up the routine 
and will come in off the pasture for their regular evening meal. 
Feed them near their evening coop and have plenty of drinking 
water at hand. Once they’ve finished eating and washed it down 
with a good gulp of water, herd them directly into their coop 
and lock them up for the evening. Once they’ve acquired the 
habit, the whole routine tends to run rather smoothly. It should 
be noted that this is a good rhythm for waterfowl in general 
and goes a long way in reducing the otherwise frustrating job 
of getting them to bed at night.

Muscovies tend to be rather peaceable creatures with re-
gards to other farm animals. Indeed, one has the impression 
that they simply pay no heed to other non-Muscovies about 
them. However, among themselves Muscovies maintain a rather 
strict pecking order. Among hens, aggression often indicates 
a flock that is overly crowded. However, one might see some 
squabbling during the breeding season while hens routinely 
withdraw to incubate and then reemerge after the end of moth-
ering. Essentially, this ebb and flow shakes up the order, and it 
must be re-established. At any rate, aggression between female 
Muscovies is almost always nominal at best.

Male Muscovies, on the other hand, maintain a careful 
balance. During the winter months of rest, cohabitation is the 
rule with little in the way of unrest. However, once the spring 
approaches and the mood bends toward breeding, it is best to 
think of male Muscovies and their communal life in the way 
that one considers cocks in a flock of hens. 

Male Muscovies are much more capable sires than their 
mallard-derivative cousins. A mating of six hens is a walk in the 
park for the average healthy Muscovy drake. If too many drakes 
are maintained in the company of too few females, fighting on 
a regular basis will invariably ensue. On the other hand, though 
much is often made of male Muscovy aggression, the result of 
Muscovy fighting is rarely as drastic as that which can occur 
in the wake of a battle between two cockbirds. Muscovies are 
more like sumo wrestlers than sword-thrusting samurai. Al-
though their claws are certainly sharp, the thick and close-knit 

This chocolate Muscovy hen sets dutifully on her second clutch of 
the season. This nest is about three feet off the ground in the top 
row of a standard two-row nesting unit.   
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When Muscovy mothers feel threatened they posture by 
flattening their backs and emitting a heavily breathed hiss-like 
sound. Her protective nature enables these week-old ducklings 
to nonchalantly check out the early summer daisies.

feathering of their opponents is quite effective in avoiding any 
bloodshed. As a whole, they thrash about, locked about the neck 
in a stubborn embrace. They flap their wings wildly, mostly 
against the ground and push each other back and forth. Over the 
course of the season, they tend to snap off their flight and tail 
feathers at half mast, which leads to a rather dreadful appear-
ance. This is, however, primarily cosmetic, and, although they 
tend to look like something the cat dragged in by mid-summer, 
the worst bruise is to their pride. Luckily, the time of molt tends 
to signal the end of the mating rush. Molting refreshes their 
outfit and they return to looking comically debonair until such 
point as February awakens their lust for life.

Muscovies’ Productive Qualities
Muscovies are the quintessential meat duck for many 

farms. Compared to the Pekin, which is never the top choice 
for the sustainable homestead, Muscovies are butchered later 
in the season, giving them time to develop superior flavor and 
texture. Sixteen to seventeen weeks of age is the ideal point 
for slaughter. They will be in full feather and well fleshed. 
Pekins, though faster maturing, are much more dependent on 
grain handouts, or rather full-time grain infusion. At seven to 
eight weeks old, their highly vaunted early maturity yields 
little more than uber-fattiness and meat that has yet to attain 
its flavorful bloom. Furthermore, of all the various types of 
poultry, ducks that have no foraging possibility will eat you 
out of house and home. 

First time customers often tell us that they don’t really 
care for duck because it’s far too fatty. We usually suggest 
that what they really don’t like is Pekin, which is the universal 
industrial duck. Muscovies, or any other heritage duck, with 
the possible exception of Aylesburys and, perhaps, Rouen, are 
simply leaner and more flavorful. Our customers return with 
a smile, surprised by both the flavor and the leanness that the 
Muscovy has to offer. As a farm, we sell nearly as much duck 
as we sell chicken. For us, this is a great joy; we delight in 
introducing our clientele to the enjoyment of variety. Offering 
a high quality, free-range duck is an excellent adventure.

For egg production, Muscovies are not to be recommended. 
They tend to lay in clutches, desperately wanting to go broody 
after the lot is laid. This is, however, a perfect niche for them. 
As we shall discuss, Muscovies are among the most steady 
broodies and mothers on the farm. Indeed, I would argue that 
the best plan for Muscovies includes a reliance on natural 
incubation. 

Apparently, there are certain strains of white Muscovies in 
particular that have been bred for a reduction in broodiness and 
an increase in egg production, but this is a husbandry travesty. 
Muscovies are, more than any other breed of duck, perfectly 
suited to a production model based in the laying of clutches 
and reliance upon natural incubation. If another mode of pro-
duction is desired, simply opt for a breed that is better suited; 
then breed that breed to its optimal potential.

A special note is appropriate here concerning the choice 
of the proper fowl for your goals. Be it duck, chicken, goose, 
or turkey, there is most certainly already a breed or variety 
suited to your particular production model, probably many. In 
choosing a breed that is proper to the desired end, you honor 
the heritage of that breed by using it for its rightful purpose. 
Choosing an inappropriate breed leads to breeding along inap-

propriate lines. The result is a corruption of one fowl and the 
neglect of the otherwise appropriate choice, which should have 
been the focus of your efforts in the first place. If you want a 
meat duck that lays copiously, for a production model based on 
artificial incubation, your choices are several: Cayugas, Buff 
Orpingtons, Swedish, Appleyards, and Saxony. Commit to one, 
breed it well, and reap the benefits. 

How Many Muscovies?
Muscovies are outstandingly fertile and shockingly prolific. 

This must be taken into account as one decides what is needed 
for one’s purposes. Our usual clutch size runs anywhere from 9 
to 17, although larger clutches do occur on occasion. Moreover, 
we can safely depend on two clutches per duck per annum, and 
three clutches is really no surprise. Consequently, one doesn’t 
need a large number of Muscovies to fill the family freezer. For 
an average-sized family with available forage, a drake and three 
ducks go a long way. For small-scale commercial production on 
a diversified farm, two drakes and 8-12 females are a lot.

A word of caution, for the small-scale diversified farm, 
whose goal it is to produce for one’s surrounding area, raising 
two hundred ducks for market is a lot of duck. Considering all 
that goes into the rearing of a duck from hatchling to roaster, 
ducks are summarily more work than chickens. On the other 
hand, they do fetch a significantly higher price. When all is said 
and done, we do think it best to build up your duck production 
slowly and in an even-keeled, considered manner. 

Because Muscovies are not raised for their laying capaci-
ties, there is no need to cull them annually on account of egg 
production standards as part of a breeding program to promote 
egg laying. Thus Muscovies, much like turkeys and geese, may 
be kept for the duration of their productive life. If, however, one 
is planning to cull actively as part of a breeding program for 
fancy points, one should be aware that one’s bloodline will be 
taxed more heavily, and one needs to have a plan for thwarting 
the effects of inbreeding depression.  

Breeding Muscovies
Muscovies come into production during that interminable 

stretch between the end of winter and the beginning of spring. 
Be ready for it. Have sufficient nest boxes available to them. 
When given the option, Muscovies prefer elevated nests 
approximately two feet off the ground. This is also convenient 
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Ducks Not Foraging
I’m 12 years old and I have eight assorted Indian Runner ducks that are four months old 

and I want to know why they don’t forage large areas. The only foraging they do is under 
a wild rose bush in the yard. They stay there all day. The only time they come out from 
the rose bush is to the pool (we just put a kiddie pool there for them, they had been doing 
this long before the pool ) or to their coop which is about one hundred yards away. They’ve 
been doing this since they were old enough to be let out on their own. I also have nine 10-
week-old Muscovy ducks that do the same thing. They go to a bush and sit there almost 
all day. Sometimes they wander a little bit but they come right back to the same spot until 
its time to go into their coop. They too have been doing this since they were old enough to 
be let out on their own. We recently put a kiddie pool by them also, but they were doing this 
before the pool. I’ve read that these two types of ducks were great foragers and that they 
cover large areas, but not my ducks. The yard is large and mostly fenced in but there are 
lots of insects and things to eat. I just gave my cousin six Indian Runner ducks and when 
he lets them out in the morning they run into the woods and stay in basically the same place 
all day. He even has a pond there for them to go to but they won’t come out of the woods 
until its time to go back into the coop. Both his and my ducks go to their coops just fine. 
Do you have any ideas about why they don’t forage? Please let me know. Thanks. 

 —Jonah Blitz

John Metzer, Metzer Farms replies:
I have several ideas on what might be contributing to their non-foraging character-

istics:
1) If they are getting all the food they want in their coop or near their rose bush, they have 
no incentive to go further.
2) They may be fearful of something and feel more protected under the rose bush.
3) Is it so hot that they want to spend their time in the shade?

Solution? I would reduce their feed to about .25 lb. per duck per day and see what 
happens. They should probably gobble it up within 45 minutes. If it takes longer, reduce the 
amount of feed. You may also want to move the feed bowl around to those areas you feel have 
the most potential for foraging. You should let them out by 7:00 a.m. so they have plenty of 
time to forage in the cooler morning when more slugs and snails may be around.

 Metzer Farms Hatchery specializes in ducks, geese and gamebirds. For more informa-
tion about Metzer Farms, visit www.metzerfarms.com/.—Ed.

because it helps to contain the nests and 
maintain order. 

When natural incubation is the goal, 
it is usually best that the nests not be 
side by side. As each hen goes broody it 
becomes more and more difficult for the 
bird to keep track of which nest is hers. 
Eventually, you’ll go out to the barn to 
find that she has spent the night on the 
wrong nest and that her original clutch 
is thoroughly chilled. As Murphy would 
have it, this usually occurs after a couple 
of weeks of solid incubation bringing to 
pass the total loss of a clutch. To avoid 
this, stagger your nest boxes about the 
coop such that it is easier for them to 
avoid confusion. If you have the typical 
set of nesting boxes—four or five on two 
levels—alternate them in a zigzagging 
pattern, only placing nesting material in 
every other box. This usually safeguards 
your broodies’ internal GPS. 

Once a duck has gone broody, mark 
each of her eggs such that you are aware 
of which eggs were in the nest upon the 
commencement of setting. When suf-
ficient nesting locations are available, 

Muscovies tend to nest individually. 
However, on occasion there is the hen 
that wants to share. Although this may 
seem endearing, it quite frequently leads 
to a poor hatch and a waste of your valu-
able growing season. If you discover 
new eggs in the box after the initiation 
of incubation, it is safe to assume that 
another hen is laying in the nest and, thus, 
disturbing your broody on a daily basis. 
To resolve the situation, it is usually suf-
ficient to close off the nest entry in the 
evening until late morning, thus forcing 
the second female to establish her own 
nest elsewhere. It goes without saying 
that one must insure sufficient ventilation 
for the broody in residence.

If a hen goes broody and shows sign 
of wanting to settle into another broody’s 
space, break the offender of broodi-
ness immediately; this safeguards your 
original broody’s endeavors and forces 
the second hen back into production in a 
timely fashion. This, of course, insures 
that she produces a clutch of her own, 
which is necessary, if she is to earn her 
keep. To break a broody of broodiness, 

place her in a pen or cage with food and 
water. The cage should have no dark 
corners to speak of. Place the cage in full 
sun, being mindful, however, of days that 
are oppressively hot. After three days, she 
will have awakened from her mothering 
trance, will be none the worse for the 
wear, and will eventually forgive you. 
Try a handful of grain; it usually does 
the trick.

On day 35, sometimes as long as day 
37, the eggs will begin to pip. The very 
best thing you can do is to leave them 
alone. Resist the urge to peek; the dis-
turbance is apt to distress the duck who 
may accidentally crush her hatchlings in 
a fit of agitation. It’s simply not worth it, 
patience being the virtue that it is.

In the wild, Muscovies, like all perch-
ing ducks, nest high up in the trees. When 
the ducklings are ready to leave the nest, 
the mother flies down to the base of the 
tree and calls to them. One by one they 
make their way up to the opening of their 
nest and jump to the ground, sometimes 
dozens of feet. When you handle newly 
hatched Muscovy ducklings, you will 
noticed that they are noticeably lighter 
than mallard-derivative hatchlings, as if 
the were naught but air and fluff. They 
will cling to your fingers with their 
little claws, and they have an uncanny 
tendency to fling themselves forcefully 
into the air, as if they were set to cascade 
to earth. It might terrify you, but they’re 
quite built for it.

After a couple of days in the nest box, 
the mother and new hatchlings are set to 
be moved to an individual brooding coop. 
There, they are safe to gain their strength 
for the first couple of weeks. It is usually 
best not to allow any mother and brood, 
of any species or breed, to simply run 
free on day one. The little ones are still 
too tender, and you will assuredly suffer 
losses, sometimes substantial losses. Ex-
perientia docet—Experience is the best 
teacher: trust me. In the first couple of 
weeks, they are prone to becoming tired, 
falling behind, getting lost, becoming 
soaked, and being picked off by a goodly 
range of predators. A few weeks of dry, 
clean confinement with their mother are 
the best medicine for success. Well begun 
is half done. Avoid providing a swimming 
basin during these first few weeks lest the 
young ones drown.

Once started, Muscovy ducklings 
are very hardy. Along with geese, they 
are the only hatchlings we give leave to 
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This wild-type Black Muscovy hen is an excellent mother. In her fourth year, she has 
habitually brought off strong broods and is an ever vigilant mother.

do as they will at an early age. I should 
note, though, that we do not, as a rule, 
suffer from daytime predators, and our 
dog keeps a careful watch. Be aware of 
your daytime predator situation before 
you permit birds to free-range. 

Mother Muscovies tend to have the 
good sense to bring their broods back 
to the coop at night. If not, a couple 
of evenings of herding them into place 
tends to set the pattern. By the fifth or 
sixth week, the ducklings are virtually 
independent, and it is common to find 
that the hen is starting to lay her next 
clutch right in the broody coop, which 
is rather convenient. By the time she’s 
broody again, her young no longer have 
need of her cares.

Raising to Butchering Age 
Once young Muscovies are inde-

pendent of their mother, there is little 
more to do than to allow for plenty of 
forage, feed them in the evening when 
they return from pasture, lock them in 
at night, and don’t bother them with un-
needed handling. Calm birds grow and 
fatten better.

At 14 to 15 weeks of age, they may 
be isolated for fattening, if you so choose. 
If “fattening” sounds too uncouth, call 
it “finishing” or “softening”. Culinarily 
speaking, a duck that is well finished is 
nicer to work with in the kitchen.

It should be noted that male Mus-
covies are best dressed by 17 weeks of 
age, or one runs the risk of their meat 
being tainted by a musky odor emitted as 
a by-product of glandular maturity. The 
result is a cooked drake that smells off. 

Muscovies in the Kitchen   
In the kitchen, male Muscovies 

are tremendous, more reminiscent of a 
small goose than not, and the ducks are 
certainly a fine replacement for a roast-
ing chicken. Their meat is lean, dark, 
and richly flavorful. Roasted whole, in 
various preparations and marinades, they 
are always an eye-opening conversation 
piece. However, because of their excep-
tional fleshiness, Muscovies are excellent 
for many other imaginative uses.

 It must be said that the French domi-
nate the cookery of duck. The recipes 
are myriad and most accessible. The 
tendency is to cook the legs and breasts 
separately. This opens up all sorts of easy 
preparations. The legs may be confited or 
sautéed and then simmered in a wondrous 

variety of wines and liquors. This is a 
great excuse to visit those French cook-
books you’ve always promised yourself 
you were going to take off the shelf. On 
a side note, there’s no reason to think of 
French cooking as hoity-toity. French 
country cooking is among the most 
earthen and delicious culinary traditions 
in the world. While living in France, I was 
always amazed at how delicious, and yet 
simple, the vast majority of French cook-
ing is. Explore it; you’ll love it. 

To tell if a simmered leg is done, 
insert a fork into the thickest part of the 
thigh and twist gently; if the flesh moves 
easily, it is ready. One calls this being 
“fork-tender”. A Muscovy leg and thigh 
combo is more than enough meat to fill 
one’s plate. 

The breast halves are sautéed much 
like a good steak. Depending on their 
weight, they are cooked from three to 

seven minutes on either side over me-
dium heat. Begin skin-side down; move 
them from time to time to avoid sticking. 
When finished, they are cut horizontally, 
on a bias. Top them with a fruited wine 
sauce or the like and bon appetit!

Another delicious use for duck breast 
is ground as mouthwatering sausage. 
Dice the breast meat into rough chunks. 
Choose a good Italian-style or curried 
type recipe. The turkey sausage recipe 
given in Barbara Kingsolver’s book 
Animal, Vegetable, Miracle isn’t a bad 
place to begin. Marinate overnight and 
put through the meat grinder. It can be 
frozen in one-pound portions and en-
joyed throughout the season. We love 
to stuff grape leaves with duck sausage 
and then arrange them, seam-side down, 
in a 9" x 13" baking dish. Cover with 
diced tomatoes, chopped fresh sage, red 
wine, salt and pepper. Cover with tin foil, 
shiny-side down, bake in a 350° oven 
until ready.

Yet another fine preparation for the 
breasts is to make your own salt-cured 
prosciutto. Mix three cups of kosher salt 
with chopped bay, red pepper flakes, 
crushed black pepper, juniper berries, and 
a half cup or so of brown sugar. Mix to-
gether thoroughly and then pour into a 9" 
x 9" pan. Push the breast halves, skin-side 
up, into the salt mixture and then cover 
completely with more kosher salt. Cover 
the dish tightly with plastic wrap and 
refrigerate for 24 to 36 hours. Remove 
the breasts and rinse thoroughly. Pat com-
pletely dry with paper towel. Dust with 
white pepper and wrap in cheese cloth. 
Hang in a room with a steady temperature 
of between 40 - 50° F. If you have no 
such room, figure out some way to hang 
it in your refrigerator. After seven to ten 
days of hanging, slice your duck-breast 

This excellent Black Muscovy drake 
took Champion Large Duck and Reserve 
Champion Waterfowl at the 2008 New 
Hampshire Poultry Fanciers’ Association 
annual meet, which takes place at the 
Deerfield Fair grounds on the second 
Sunday of October.
 



46 Backyard Poultry

prosciutto thinly and serve on biscottes 
with chopped onion, capers, and coarse-
grained Dijon-style mustard.

By Way of Conclusion 
Food-wise, we live in exciting times. 

Happily, we are realizing that, over the 
course of the past several decades, indus-
trial agribusiness has taken our culture 
down a selfish and unsustainable path. As 
we collectively wake from this sad mani-
festation of corporate greed and disregard 
for the common good, we are beginning 
to feel more empowered to revive our 
communities. The kind of heritage-
soaked food culture that is promoted by 
small-scale, locally focused farms and 
family-centered homesteading enriches 
us bodily, mentally, and spiritually.

In this renewal we are sure to redis-
cover the variety of food options that 
were enjoyed before the humdrum of 
processed options. Duck, like goose, is 
certainly among those neglected delica-
cies that thoroughly deserve to be part of 
our poultry renaissance. Duck is nutri-
tious and delicious. Ducks are easy to 
raise and practically disease free; they 
are both useful and entertaining.

The Muscovy, holding a unique 
station among waterfowl, is a treasure 
to be rediscovered. The meat is of fine 
quality, and their size is a real bonus. 
Their hardiness is deeply commendable. 
Their foraging capacities and brooding 
skills answer our call to move toward 
environmental sustainability in our 
agrarian practices. Moreover, they are 
at once strangely beautiful and wonder-
fully comedic.

As you consider the smorgasbord of 
options available to you in the establish-
ment of your small-scale farm or family 
homestead, give a thought or two to the 
Muscovy. Join the SPPA and search the 
Breeders’ Directory for sources of qual-
ity stock with good breeding and proper 
color. Remember that every move we 
make toward regional food independence 
is a vote we cast for our rich heritage of 
farmsteads from sea to shining sea. O, 
beautiful for spacious skies!

Pax et bonum! 
  
Joseph Marquette and Robert Gibson 

are partners in the Yellow House Farm, 
where they raise and sell heritage poultry 
breeds and produce. See their farm ad 
on page 26 or visit www.yellowhouse-
farmnh.com for more information. 
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Controls...
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got poultry bugs?

Using natural organic science to protect your birds.
www.carefreeenzymes.com
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dave andersOn, president

american pOultry assOciatiOn

There appears to be a height-
ened interest in the admission of 
new breeds and varieties to the 

American Standard of Perfection based 
upon the inquiries received in recent 
months. This has probably been caused 
by the backyard poultry/heritage poultry 
movement which has led to an increased 
popularity of non-recognized breeds 
and varieties such as Marans, Seramas, 
Spitzhaubens, and others. 

The American Poultry Association 
(APA) encourages the propagation and 
exhibition of new breeds and varieties 
and has a well-established process for 
admitting them to the Standard. As a 
matter of fact, the number of recognized 
breeds and varieties has increased from 
41 large fowl and 20 bantams in the 
original Standard to in excess of 150 large 
fowl and 200 bantams in the current ver-
sion. In addition, there have been similar 
increases in ducks, geese, and turkeys 
and a new species, Guinea Fowl, has 
been included.

History of the Standard
The American Standard Of Perfec-

tion was first published by the American 
Poultry Association (APA) in 1874. The 
original title was The Standard Of Excel-
lence which was changed to the current 
American Standard Of Perfection in 
1905. The purpose of this publication 
was to create a norm or standard by 
which fowls could be bred and judged 
that would allow a fair decision to be 
made as to which qualities marked prize 
winners. Principles adopted at that time 
and that have been the constant guide for 
any and all changes made to the Standard 
of Perfection are:

• In each breed, the most useful type 
should be made the Standard type.

• No new breed will be recognized 
that can not be readily distinguished by 
one or more conspicuous characteristics 

not existing in any other presently rec-
ognized breed.

• Recognition of color varieties in a 
breed be limited to a distinctive color or 
color pattern.

• Throughout the 137 year history of 
the organization, the APA has strived to 
standardize and improve the quality of all 
poultry. In order to help encourage and 
assist breeders, The APA developed a “set 
of rules” for admittance of new breeds 
and varieties to the Standard. The full text 
of the rules of admission are contained as 
Article VI of the APA’s By-Laws and are 
published annually in the APA Yearbook. 
The following paragraphs present a brief 
synopsis of those rules.

Admission of New Breeds 
and Varieties

A petition for recognition of any new 
breed or variety must be sent to the APA 
Secretary providing the history of its 
origin, breeding background, and facts of 
an educational nature. This petition can 
be sponsored by an individual or group 
of individuals. The petition package must 
also include:

• The proposed name of the breed or 
variety with a written standard describ-
ing the shape, color and weight along 
with the assignment of copyrights to 
the APA. 

• Affidavits from not less than five 
breeders stating that they have bred the 
breed or variety for not less than five 
years and that it produces no less than 
50% of all specimens reasonably true to 
type, color, size and comb.

• Certificates showing two or more 
specimens have been exhibited in each 
class of cocks, hens, cockerels and pul-
lets in each of the preceding two years 
at a show officiated by a licensed APA 
judge. 

• A deposit of a sum sufficient to 
defray the actual cost of placing the text 
in the Standard.

Once the petition has been validated 
by the Secretary and the Committee on 

Standards, the Committee will select a 
show to host the qualifying meet for the 
variety or breed. Such qualifying meet 
must consist of not less than 50 speci-
mens exhibited by at least five exhibi-
tors in all classes of cock, hen, cockerel 
and pullet. The meet will be judged by a 
licensed APA judge agreed upon by the 
APA and the petitioner(s).

After the judge has completed the 
task, he/she will provide a recommenda-
tion of acceptance to the Committee on 
Standards. The Committee will consider 
the judge’s recommendation and then 
prepare their own recommendation to 
be presented to the Board of Direc-
tors. If the Board approves acceptance, 
the breed or variety will be officially 
recognized. An announcement to this 
effect will be placed by the Secretary 
in the next APA Quarterly Newsletter 
along with the Standard description of 
the breed or variety.

A Real Life Example
The latest application of this process 

was instigated in 2009 by the receipt of 
a petition to admit Black Copper Maran 
large fowl. This breed and variety is quite 
popular in Europe and is included in the 
French Standard. The applicants used 
the description contained in the French 
Standard, as closely as possible, when 
completing their formal petition. Their 
petition was reviewed and accepted and 
a qualifying meet was scheduled for the 

Admission Of New Breeds And/
Or Varieties to the American 

Standard Of Perfection

shOW neWs:

The American Standard Of Perfection was 
first published by the APA in 1874. It is 
still used as the standard in breeding and 
judging all varieties of fowl according to 
those set guidelines.
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Illini Show in Belvidere, Illinois, in con-
junction with the APA National Meet. It 
was the recommendation of the presiding 
judge and the Committee on Standards 
that the breed and variety was not ready 
for admittance but that the petition be 
kept active and another qualifying meet 
be scheduled for the near future. 

Change to the Rules
The APA and ABA have been working 

closely for many years in an effort to unify 
the bantam descriptions in the respective 
Standards. Prior to this concerted effort, 
there were many discrepancies between the 
two Standards which led to inconsistencies 
in the judging and placing of several breeds 
and varieties. Thanks to the Unification 
Committee, most, if not all, of these dis-
crepancies have been eliminated. 

In order to preserve this consistency 
between Standards, the APA decided to 
adopt the ABA’s description for new 
breeds and varieties. When the APA 
receives a petition for a new breed or 
variety that is already contained in the 
ABA Standard, the petition package must 
contain all of the information described 
previously and the description of the 
breed or variety must match that in the 
ABA Standard. However, the process 
has been simplified so that no qualifying 
meet will be required. 

This new approach was tested in 2009 
when the APA received a petition to admit 
10 varieties of American Game bantams 
all of which were recognized by the ABA. 
The process went off without a hitch and 
all 10 varieties have now been approved 
and accepted.

Summary
Thus, for those of you interested in 

promoting the inclusion of a new breed 
or variety in the Standard, there is a 
well-written procedure for doing so. It is 
straight-forward but intentionally rigor-
ous to prevent the inclusion of breeds that 
are not well-established or do not breed 
true. If interested, please contact the APA 
Secretary, Pat Horstman, P.O. Box 306, 
Burgettstown PA 15021; (724) 729-3459; 
E-mail: secretaryapa@yahoo.com.

To learn more about the APA, or 
to order an APA Standard of Perfec-
tion, please visit their website at www.
amerpoultryassn.com or contact the APA 
secretary, Pat Horstman. See contact 
information above. 
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rOn Kean
extensiOn pOultry specialist

university OF WiscOnsin-madisOn

the ansWer man

If you have health related poultry
questions you’d like answered, 

send your questions to us at 
Backyard Poultry, Attn: Answer Man, 
145 Industrial Dr., Medford, WI 54451 

or e-mail to byp@tds.net. 
We will try to include your 

question in an upcoming issue. 

Egg Grows Within Egg
I would like to know if any of your 

readers have ever had an egg with another 
egg inside of it. I did! Here is the story.

On November 19th, I collected an 
egg from the coop that was nearly 3-1/2" 
long. I believe it was laid by one of my 
new Americauna pullets that are about six 
months old. There was some blood on the 
shell. While I was rinsing off the blood, 
I felt something knocking inside the egg 

and figured that it must be another egg. 
My wife thought that I was crazy. So, I 
steamed it and took off just enough shell 
around half of the circumference to slip 
in a sharp knife to cut it in half.

I could feel the inside egg with the 
knife. I sliced the egg open with the inside 
egg still whole. Then laid the halves down 
still connected at the bottom. Most of the 
shell is still on the outside egg.

Another thing I wanted to point out 
is that the inside egg shell is more green 
while the outer egg shell is pale blue. I 
assume the pigment got spread over a 
larger area on the outside egg so it ap-
pears lighter than the smaller egg.

I put it in the freezer to keep so I could 
show it to anyone who didn’t believe me. 
But I found out that eggs don’t freeze. 
The white of the egg turned yellowish and 
shrunk way down. I was disappointed that 
it didn’t stay like the pictures, but I still 
have it and intend to keep if for a while.

Thanks for a wonderful magazine!
James Buschke, Wisconsin

I have heard of this happening oc-
casionally, but it’s still a very interesting 
discovery! It’s thought that for some 
reason, the first egg was passed back up 
the oviduct rather than being expelled 
from the body. I’m not sure what goes on 
to cause this reverse movement. Once it 
is at the top of the oviduct, then it makes 
another pass through the oviduct, acting 
like a very large yolk. A second set of 
albumen, shell membrane, and shell are 
added, and the hen lays an oversized 
egg.

Your observation about the shell 
color is interesting, and your explanation 
makes sense.

Thanks for sharing!

Why Did Egg Laying Slow 
Down?

Last winter I had a light in the chicken 
coop and my chickens laid eggs all win-
ter. However, this year it is not working. 
We had a three-day spell of really cold 
weather and I also had a fox problem, 

but it was caught. Is there anything I can 
do to get them to lay again? I did put a 
stronger light in and their water does not 
freeze. Thanks.

Gale Mille, Arizona

I don’t know what breeds of hens 
you have, but especially in those breeds 
that have not been bred for high egg 
production, I’d expect a drop off in egg 
production in the second winter. Often, 
when they are young pullets, they tend to 
lay very well in spite of the season, but by 
the second year, it’s more likely that they 
might stop laying for a while.

Is the light on 24 hours a day, or on a 
timer? If it is on 24 hours a day, this may 
be too much. Ideally, about 14 hours of 
light each day would be good. The bright-
ness isn’t usually very important.

You also want to make sure that the 
problem really is a lack of egg produc-
tion, and not that something is happening 
to the eggs after they have been laid. Lots 
of things, including the hens themselves 
sometimes, like to eat eggs.

Can You Safely Eat A Bird 
With Peritonitis?

Yesterday we finally decided to cull 
a hen that we rescued from abandonment 
back in June of this year. She was a beauti-
ful Rhode Island Red and was laying nice 
big eggs when we got her even though her 
vent was soiled. So we clipped the sur-
rounding feathers and it seemed to work. 
Within a month of getting her, she slowed 
down production and her vent seemed to be 
heavy. I had read about hens not being able 
to lay so I kept an eye on her and it seemed 
that maybe there was the odd one from her 
but I have two other hens that lay brown 
eggs. She would try and each day would 
complain for long periods by squawking 
at the others on the nest she so desperately 
wanted to be in. It made me wonder if she 
was in pain. She waddled like a duck too 
but her eyes and wattles were very healthy 
and so was her attitude.

Once she was plucked, we could see 
just how swollen her abdomen was and 
upon piercing the membranes a milky 

health:

This 3-1/2" egg with another fully-shelled 
egg inside was laid by James Buschke’s 
Americauna pullet.
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liquid squirted out! Yuck! There was so 
much yellow fat all throughout her intes-
tines and organs & around her neck and it 
was the color of egg yolks. Along with her 
innards were nine or more yolks of vary-
ing sizes and a few collapsed small shells 
as well so we could see that most of the 
fat must have come from all the eggs she 
was ingesting. She must have carried at 
least one pound of fat on her. So I started 
an internet search as to how safe it was to 
eat her and most of the experiences were 
of people trying to save such cases with 
antibiotics and special diets. Some sites 
mentioned cancer developing among these 
cases over time and I wondered if maybe 
the fat was riddled with cancer. Apparently 
they can live like this for several years! 
The photo lets you see just how yellow 
and abundant the fat was.

I have heard that the huge chicken 
farms allow a certain amount of cancer 
to pass inspection for public consumption 
but we gave up eating that type of meat 
long ago. So do you think it would be 
wise to consume such a case?

Thanks for your time. I really enjoy 
your articles in Backyard Poultry and 
have given a subscription to three fami-
lies that have started raising chickens. 
Raising chickens has brought much joy 
to our lives.

Bevan Pequegnat, Hawaii

That’s quite a picture! 
Your hen was apparently an internal 

layer. When yolks are released from 
the ovary (ovulation), they need to be 
picked up by the top of the oviduct (the 
infundibulum). If the infundibulum misses 
them, the yolks fall to the bottom of the 
abdomen. If this happens occasionally, 
it’s not a big problem and the yolk is just 
“re-absorbed” by the hen. If it happens 
more often, these yolks continue to pile 
up and you get the penguin-like stance, 
or duck waddling, you described. 

It does appear that there is a large 
amount of fat present, too. This isn’t un-
usual, and may have been a precursor to 
the problem. Of course, all the nutrients 
from the yolk would also add to her ex-
cess fat deposition.

In some cases, a disease called lym-
phoid leukosis, which causes tumors, 
could cause this to occur. I imagine 
that’s the “cancer” to which you are 
referring.

I’m sorry if this offends you, but I 
have to say I find it interesting that you 

would consider eating this, but don’t eat 
commercial chicken. I don’t know where 
the claim that a “certain amount of can-
cer is allowed to pass inspection” might 
have come from, but it’s not true.

I do think the chicken is probably safe, 
as long as you cook it well. I don’t think 
there is anything that could be infectious 
that wouldn’t be killed by cooking.

Read more about the laying of an egg 
on page 60.—Ed.

What Causes “Sneezing” in 
Chickens?

I think in most cases, it’s probably a 
sign of a respiratory infection. In general, 
I would say that a sneeze in chickens is 
fairly similar to a cough in humans. There 
are lots of viruses and bacteria, and a 
few fungi, that can cause respiratory 
problems. Of course, in most cases, you’d 
likely see some other symptoms, too, such 
as nasal drainage, swollen sinuses, etc. 
That’s not always the case, however, and 
sneezing is often one of the first signs of 
a problem. 

Many poultry students have been 
taught to listen to the flock at night 
when the birds are on the roost. Sneez-
ing, snicking (a similar noise), gurgling 
noises, etc. all are hints that there is a 
problem.

I think it is possible that dust might 
cause chickens to sneeze. 

I know we’ve had questions in the 
past about allergies, and I suppose it’s 
possible in chickens, but I doubt that it 
is very common.

Gapeworms might also cause this, 
as the birds try to clear them from their 
trachea.

If it’s just an occasional sneeze, and 
there are no other symptoms, I’d just 
monitor the situation. If the sneezing 
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• Show Winning 
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Poultry Feeds
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To order call: 1-888-699-7088
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Excessive fat in hens can be a precursor 
to internal layer problems in hens, as seen 
in this photo of Bevan Pequegnat’s hen 
innards during processing.
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becomes more frequent, I’d definitely 
look for other signs that there might be 
a problem.

Can Mites Kill Chicks?
I was wondering if mites could cause 

chicks to die? I have had quite a few 
chicks ranging from 1-3 months old sud-
denly die. Their feathers become ruffled 
and they just seem to stand there with 
no energy, then the next day they die. 
Have any ideas? 

You can see the mites, and in my opin-
ion it’s a lot. If I lift up a wing and brush 
the feathers I can see anywhere from 4-10 
little red/orange mites running around like 
fleas would. There has been some other 
respiratory problems with others, a couple 
have had an eye and the side of the head 
just swell up and close the eye, which 
they never seem to get rid of without 
killing them. There is also some sneezing 
and scratching at the head. I guess it may 
be a combination of things. Is any of this 
hereditary? I have had chickens in the 
past that had the swollen eye and respira-
tory stuff but I’ve never had this bad of a 
problem. Thank you for your time.

 James via e-mail

America’s Oldest Bird Supply Company!

What a great product!  Used in Europe for years.  Foy’s is 
proud to be your distributor in North America.  Foy’s truly 
believes that many different uses will be found for this 
Electronic Doorkeeper.  Cat and dog owners may use it to 
open and close an entrance to the dog house, garage or 
out building.  Poultry fanciers may want to use it to allow 
the flock to go outside and then close it when it gets dark.  
Pigeon fanciers will be able to allow a door to open at 
dawn and close it at a chosen time later.  Pigeon racers 
may use it when flying the darkening system, or perhaps 
if you have a special use, you can let us know. This 

(All Prices Are Subject To Change)
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Automatic Doorkeeper

automatic control device can be used wherever a vertical sliding gate is to be opened and 
close to respond to light conditions at dawn and dusk.  The sensitivity of the system is 
adjustable.   vertical sliding gate is to be opened and close to respond to light conditions at 
dawn and dusk.  The sensitivity of the system is adjustable.  Using one of our timers, it is not 
only possible to open and close the sliding gate according to the time setting or to open and 
close it in response to light conditions, but it is also easy to set a maximum for the closing time. 

Other uses for the Electronic Doorkeeper is poultry houses, dog and cat entrances, etc.  
Perhaps you want an animal to be released at a  certain time, after you leave for work for 
example.  Just set the time and it will open.  You can close it at your convenience or set a time 
for it to close automatically.

#2100  Doorkeeper     $189.95
#2101  Doorkeeper with light sensor    $199.95
#2102  Doorkeeper Timer    $89.95
#2103  9” x 13” Door     $28.95
#2104  12” x 15” Door     $32.95
#2105  13” x 20” Door     $44.95
#2106  Outside Light Sensor    $22.95

We recognize that many of our 
customers are small flock 
breeders who do not need or 
can not justify the purchase of a 
large and expensive brooder. 
This all inclusive brooder is 
large enough to handle the 
needs of most small flocks of 
chickens, quail, etc. The red 
base, which collects the 
droppings, is 24" diameter x 2 " 
deep. The brooder fits into the 
dropping pan and is easily lifted 
off for removing the droppings. 
The white round brooder has a 
plastic coated removable wire 
floor. The wire floor grill is 1/2" x 
1/2". The top of the brooder is a 
lift-off plastic coated wire, 23" in   

#2306  Nanny Brooder               $159.95

Nanny Brooder

3185 Bennett’s Run Road
Beaver Falls, Pa 15010

diameter. You may move the brooder from place to place using the red built in handle. 
The heat source is n infrared bulb which is hung over thechicks, and the height is 
adjustable th be as close to the bird as you need. The total height of the brooder is 32 
1/2". We also include a feeder and drinker.

We recognize that many of our 
customers are small flock breeders 
who do not need or can not justify 
the purchase of a large and 
expensive brooder. This all inclusive 
brooder is large enough to handle 
the needs of most small flocks of 
chickens, quail, etc. The red base, 
which collects the droppings, is 24" 
diameter x 2 " deep. The brooder fits 
into the dropping pan and is easily 
lifted off for removing the droppings. 
The white round brooder has a 
plastic coated removable wire floor. 
The wire floor grill is 1/2" x 1/2". The 
top of the brooder is a lift-off plastic 
coated wire, 23" in diameter. You 
may move the brooder from place to 
place using the red built in handle. 
The heat source is n infrared bulb 
which is hung over the chicks, and 
the height is adjustable th be as 
close to the bird as you need. The 
total height of the brooder is 32 1/2". 
We also include a feeder and 
drinker.
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 My first thought for that age group 
is coccidiosis, especially with the hud-
dling and rough feathers. Do you see any 
diarrhea along with this? Are there any 
respiratory problems—sneezing, wheez-
ing, etc? Have you cut any of them open 
after they died?

The respiratory problems could 
be caused by several things. Some are 
bacterial and an antibiotic might help. 
Others are viral, and there’s not much 
you can do to treat them. The swelling 
of the side of the head sounds like either 
chronic respiratory disease (caused by 
mycoplasma) or coryza. If there is a foul 
odor associated with it, it’s more likely 
coryza.

There are some bacterial diseases 
(pathogenic E. coli, for example) that can 
damage the internal organs. They aren’t 
real common, though, so I generally 
would suggest trying to eliminate more 
common things first.

The mites will certainly add to the 
problem. I’d try to treat them to clean up 
the mites. If you can clean out the litter 
and treat any wooden parts of the coop 
(roosts, floors, nest boxes, etc.) at the same 
time that you treat the birds, that will likely 
help. You’ll probably have to treat a few 
times (about a week apart) to get those 
mites that hatch after treatment.

Some treatment options include: 
Sevin (carbaryl), Permethrin. I believe 
these two are both approved for use in 
poultry. Others use Ivermectin products, 
or some of the dog and cat treatments 
for external parasites. These are not 
approved for use in poultry, so if you’re 
selling meat or eggs, you may not want 
to use these. Those who don’t want to use 
chemical treatments have tried diatoma-
ceous earth, and sometimes also offer a 
dusting box filled with wood ashes. These 
may work as well.

I think the combination of the respira-
tory problems and the mites are probably 
causing the problem. The mites may be 
easier to get cleaned up, but you should 
probably work on both.

There could be some hereditary 
component, but I think it’s more likely 
the combination as well as the age of 
the birds.

For more information on treating 
mites, see “Controlling Mites in Your 
Poultry Flock” in the October/November, 
2007 issue or at the Backyard Poultry 
website’s library: www.backyardpoul-
trymag.com.—Ed.

USA
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Backyard Poultry Bookstore

gail damerOW
This informative book for both begin-
ning and experienced chicken owners 
is now completely updated. It covers 
breed selection, building feeders and 
shelters, how to collect and store your 
eggs to maintain freshness (or hatching), 
maintaining good flock health, raising 
broilers for meat, and showing your birds. 
341 pages, $19.95. Updated version 
available January, 2010.

Storey’s Guide to Raising Chickens

dave hOlderread
Everything you need to know to raise ducks 
successfully. This comprehensive, fully 
illustrated guide takes you through every 
step of owning ducks. It provides the most 
up-to-date information on various breeds 
(including rare breeds), feeding, housing, 
egg production, health care and more. 
316 pages, $18.95

Storey’s Guide to Raising Ducks

Storey’s Guide to Raising Poultry
leOnard s. mercia

An invaluable resource for everyone who raises 
poultry. It contains the most comprehensive 
and current information on raising chickens, 
turkeys, waterfowl, and game birds. Covers 
breed selection (for both meat and egg pro-
duction), hatching, housing and equipment, 
feeding, and rearing. 343 pages, $18.95

Storey’s Guide to Raising Turkeys
leOnard s. mercia

Complete how-to information on raising 
turkeys from young poults to delicious, 
thick-breasted birds. Discussions on select-
ing the right turkey for your flock, breeding 
and management, processing, flock health, 
feeding and housing. Contains in-depth 
housing plan illustrations. Revised and 
updated. 199 pages, $18.95

For a complete listing of all books available from the Backyard Poultry Bookstore, visit our
website at www.backyardpoultrymag.com. If you do not have Internet access, write to 

Bookstore Catalog Request, 145 Industrial Dr., Medford, WI 54451 or call 800-551-5691.

How to Raise Poultry
Everything You Need to Know

christine heinrichs
If you want to raise poultry—for feathers or eggs, beauty 
or meat, pleasure or profit—this book is the perfect 
place to begin. Poultry expert Christine Heinrichs lays 
out the distinctions between waterfowl (ducks, geese 
and swans), turkeys, gamebirds (peafowl, pheasants, 
quail and others), ratites (ostriches, emus, and rheas), 
and pigeons. She then clearly details the very different 
requirements for raising each species, from feeding 
and housing to husbandry and health, to showing and 

marketing and legal concerns. Whether you’re thinking of starting a flock 
or acquiring a few feathered friends, this handy guide tells you everything 
you need to know. 192 pages, $19.95

How to Raise Chickens
Everything You Need to Know

christine heinrichs
This book is thoroughly modern and comprehensive. It 
delivers everything the subtitle promises: “Everything 
you need to know—Breed guide and selection—Proper 
care and healthy feeding—Building facilities and 
fencing—Showing advice.” And it’s all presented in 
the context of today’s small, backyard flock. How to 
Raise Chickens might sound like a simple premise for 
a poultry book but this one goes way beyond the how-

tos. 191 pages, $19.95

Gorgeous, full-color photographs of 
more than 128 birds. This definitive guide 
includes a brief history of the breed, detailed 
descriptions of identifying characteristics 
and colorful photographs that celebrate the 
birds’ quirky personalities and charming 
good looks. If it’s fowl facts and photos you 

want, you’ll find them all here! 278 pages, $24.95

Storey’s Illustrated Guide
to Poultry Breeds

carOl eKarius

Chicken Coops
45 Plans For Housing Your Flock

Judy pangman
Whether you keep one hen or 1,000 hens, you will find 
a housing plan in this comprehensive book. Coops range 
from fashionable backyard structures to large-scale, 
movable shelters. You will also find plans for converting 
trailer frames, greenhouses and sheds using recycled 
materials and simple ways to make waterers, feeders 
and nestboxes. 166 pages, $19.95

NEW 
BOOK!

Complete Idiot’s Guide To
Self-Sufficient Living

JerOme d. Belanger
Self-sufficient living can mean different things 
to different people. To Belanger, self-sufficiency 
is impossible for individuals, but absolutely 
essential for the survival of Spaceship Earth. 
This book examines the various forms, goals, 
and methods of living lightly on the planet, all 
without any sense of hardship or deprivation. 
On the contrary, producing your own food and 
saving money (and the planet) can be fun! 

Here’s how to get started. Includes food, shelter, 
energy, clothing… and most importantly, attitude! 400 pages, $18.95.



www.backyardpoultrymag.com        57February/March, 2010

Gardening with Guineas
Jeannette s. FergusOn

This book is a delightful and informative guide to 
raising guinea fowl on a small scale. It covers the life 
of a guinea from egg to adult, including incubation, 
feeding, housing, training and common problems. 
Jeannette includes information on reasons for raising 

guinea fowl (they eat garden pests, ticks and hate snakes), what you 
need to know before you buy guineas, working with newborns and 
young keets, and much more. 131 pages, $14.95

terry gOlsOn

This is not just another egg cookbook. This one stresses 
farmstead eggs. It is written by professional chef and 
cooking instructor, Terry Golson, who also keeps hens 
in her backyard. She knows the differences between 
factory farm eggs and farmstead eggs and differences 

that affect cooking. The 70 recipes are simple and quick, but delicious. 
Even though some have a touch of elegance, it’s a down-home, peasant 
gourmet kind of elegance. 124 pages, Hardcover, $16.95

The Farmstead Egg Cookbook

The Book of Geese
a Complete Guide to Raising the Home Flock

dave hOlderread
One of the classics of waterfowl management. An 
easy-to-read book with good illustrations and dia-
grams, takes you from the egg through incubation, 
gosling stage, feeding, housing, mating, health and 

physical problems. It covers all breeds of geese with descriptions of the 
traits unique to each breed. This really is the complete guide to raising 
the home flock. 209 pages, $18.95

have You hugged Your 
ChICKEN today?

ORDER YOURS TODAY!

Tell the world how you really feel... 
with a Brand-New, 

High-Quality, Fruit of the Loom®

Backyard Poultry T-shirt.

Only $14 each

Backyard Poultry T-Shirts

See order form 
on page 59.

Makes a 
Great Gift!

Available in navy blue or red,
and two styles.

Chickens have become the mascot of the local food 
movement. A desire for sustainable, clean, wholesome 
food and superior soil quality has led more and more 

suburban and city dwellers to keep laying hens in their backyards and 
gardens. City Chicks is an excellent resource for the beginner or avid 
chicken enthusiast. 460 pages, $22.50

City Chicks
Keeping Micro-flocks of Laying Hens 
as Garden Helpers, Compost Makers, 

Bio-recyclers and Local Food Suppliers

patricia FOreman

Living with Chickens
Jay Rossier

Tens of thousands of people in all areas of the 
country enjoy raising chickens, whether for food 
or companionship. You may want to read Living 
With Chickens just for the sheer joy of it. Straight-
forward prose and illustrations give any future 
chicken farmer the tools he or she needs to get 

started. Jay Rossier discusses everything from feeding and housing 
the birds to keeping marauders from invading the coop. Personal 
anecdotes, interesting facts, and lush, full-color photographs round 
out this indispensable guide. 203 pages, $16.95

Raising Poultry 
on Pasture 

Ten Years of Success
 

edited By JOdy padgham
Raising Poultry on Pasture: Ten Years of 
Success has over 130 illustrated articles. It’s 
divided into 14 chapters and is fully indexed 
for ease of reference. The enormous range of 

viewpoints and techniques make this book unlike any other. Includes 
an overview of pastured poultry, brooding, genetics, shelter designs, 
day-range systems, equipment, eggs on pasture, turkeys, ducks and 
other poultry, nutrition and health, processing, marketing, record-
keeping, insurance and more. 246 pages, $39.95
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Chicken Tractor
andy lee & pat FOreman

This revolutionary, practical book will delight gar-
deners and poultry growers everywhere. A chicken 
tractor is a bottomless, portable pen that can be 
moved wherever you need help in the garden. Chick-
ens aerate the soil while eating pests and weeds, then 

fertilize the beds with manure. Best of all, they provide the great tast-
ing eggs and meat not available in any grocery store. Chicken Tractor 
shows how building a better garden can result in twice as much food 
from half as much land. You’ll find complete instructions for build-
ing and using pens, tips on breed selection, plus money-making ideas. 
318 pages, $22.95

HomeMade
101 easy-to-make things for 
your garden, home or farm

Ken Braren & rOger griFFith
If you want to save time and money, or make your 
life easier and more productive, look through this 
book. Here are some of those ideas: fireplace front, 
to conserve heat; root cellar, to store those valuable 

vegetables through the winter; fences, gates, stiles—even a turnstile; animal 
shelters—from birds to horses; window greenhouse; inexpensive solar drier; 
and dozens of small, useful items such as stove wood containers, a macramé 
hanger, tool storage units and seed containers. 176 pages, $14.95

How to Build
Animal Housing

carOl eKarius
How to Build Animal Housing helps you 
evaluate the housing needs of your animals 
and provides dozens of adaptable plans for 
sheds, coops, hutches, multi-purpose barns, 
windbreaks, and shade structures, as well as 

plans for essential equipment. You’ll get tried-and-true advice on the 
importance of planning ahead and budgeting adequately. The detailed 
plans are supplemented with an entire section dedicated to construc-
tion techniques. Includes: Portable shelters, backyard pens, coops and 
hutches, barns of all sizes, stables both large and small, windbreaks, 
shade structures, and more! 260 pages, $24.95

Fences for 
Pasture & Garden

gail damerOW
The complete guide to choosing, planning, 
and building today’s best fences: wire, rail, 
electric, high-tension, temporary, woven, 
and snow. Gail Damerow has a lifetime of 
experience with goats and other animals, and 
weighs the pros and cons of various fencing 

systems—from the traditional to the latest technology and helps you 
select the best one for your needs. Filled with sound, up-to-date advice 
and instruction, this complete guide makes fence building a task anyone 
can tackle with confidence. 154 pages, $16.95

For a complete listing of all books available from the Backyard Poultry Bookstore, visit our
website at www.backyardpoultrymag.com. If you do not have Internet access, write to 

Bookstore Catalog Request, 145 Industrial Dr., Medford, WI 54451 or call 800-551-5691.

Livestock Guardians
Using Dogs, Donkeys & Llamas to Protect Your Herd

Janet Vorwald Dohner
Well-trained hard working dogs, donkeys and 
llamas are an increasingly popular and effective 
solution to livestock predation. Properly selected 
and managed, these guardian animals protect 
sheep, goats, and other livestock from wolves, 
bears, mountain lions, coyotes, and many smaller 
predators.
This complete guide to working with guard-

ian animals shows you how to select the right breed for your needs, 
establish deep bonds between guardian and livestock, and train your 
guard animal to carry out his duties reliably and effectively. Dohner’s 
practical advice will help you successfully integrate a guard animal 
into your farm for years of inexpensive, nonlethal safety and security. 
229 pages, $24.95

Homemade Contrivances 
and How to Make Them

1001 Labor-Saving Devices 
for Farm, Garden, Dairy and Workshop

The traditional American devices contained in this 
intriguing compilation date from an era long before 
milking machines, pesticide sprayers, and industrial 
hay bailers. Yet the simple inventions described for 
doing everything from managing young bulls to 
protecting drain outlets can be just as useful for today’s 
farmer as they were for the homesteaders of over a 
century ago. Discover how to make such items as a mov-

able nest for hens, a ribless boat, a contraption to extricate a mired animal, a 
farm cart with adjustable racks for larger loads, a wire fence tightener, a fruit 
picker, a grindstone set and frame, and much more. This book is a boon for 
the rancher, farmer, or anyone who loves the rural life. 621 pages, $14.95

Pastured Poultry Profit$
By JOel salatin

In this classic, Joel Salatin explains how to raise 
pastured poultry on pasture in portable, bot-
tomless pens and earn $20,000 in six months 
time. This hands-on book covers everything 
from taking care of day-old chicks to market-
ing your four-pound broilers. It will teach 
you about the benefits of pasture, choosing a 

breed, starting chicks, pen and pasture details, processing, common 
problems, marketing, and more. 334 pages, $30.00

Family Friendly Farming
A Multigenerational 

Home-Based Business Testament

By JOel salatin
With the average age of U.S. farmers now 

over 60 years, the next few years will witness 
tremendous changes of land ownership in the 
countryside. But few would advise their chil-
dren to enter such a troubled industry. Family 

Friendly Farming offers hope for stressed families, dissatisfied 
employees, and hurried/harried lifestyles. Based on his love of good 
farming, Salatin’s principles apply to all entrepreneurial family 
businesses. 402 pages, $35.00
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gail damerOW
In this must-have reference for the small flock owner, 
Gail discusses the problems and diseases common to 
chickens of all breeds and all ages. It also explains how 
to hatch healthy chicks, provide proper nutrition, fight 
parasites, spot diseases and infections in their early 

stages, protect the flock from predators and building safe houses and 
yards. Practical charts help pinpoint common symptoms and causes 
of disease. An extensive listing provides quick access to treatments 
and remedies for everything from poor egg production to crooked toe 
syndrome. Generously illustrated. 344 pages, $19.95 

The Chicken Health HandbookThe Mating and Breeding 
of Poultry

harry m. lamOn & rOB r. slOcum
This book, first published in 1920, and now back in 
print, outlines all you need to know to become an ac-
complished breeder. It includes manipulating shape 

and color combinations, preparing birds for weather, encouraging 
the juiciest meat and largest eggs and much more. Authors Lamon & 
Slocum were the Senior Poultrymen at the Bureau of Animal Industry 
for the USDA. 341 pages, $14.95
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Barnyard in Your 
Backyard

A Beginner’s Guide to Raising
Chickens, Ducks, Geese, Rabbits,

Goats, Sheep, and Cattle

edited By gail damerOW
The essential primer for first-time farmers. 
Covering everything from which breeds of 

ducks are best for eggs and which are best for meat to how to buy a 
beef or dairy calf to where to find a market for manure. This easy-to-
use handbook teaches you how to operate a mini-farm for fun, profit 
or both. 408 pages, $24.95

Your Chickens
A Kid’s Guide to Raising and Showing

gail damerOW
Your Chickens tells you everything that you need to 
know about raising chickens, including information 
on choosing, purchasing, raising and showing all 
types. Whether you want to raise chickens for fun 
or to make money, Gail Damerow gives you her 

friendly and wise advice on the subject. You will also find important 
charts and checklists. You’ll learn the answers to such questions as: • 
What type of chicken should I raise? • Where will I keep my chick-
ens? • How can I help my chickens stay healthy? • How do I raise my 
chickens to get the best eggs? • What should I feed my chickens? 156 
pages, $14.95
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gail damerOW

“I can’t buy your eggs anymore,” 
was the astonishing announce-
ment made by a college student 

who had been one of my best customers. 
I had to know what was going on.

“Well, my husband was talking to 
your husband, and my husband found 
out that hens poop and lay eggs out of the 
same opening.”

Oh.
When some people make up their 

mind, there’s just no reasoning with them. 
But we’re reasonable people, you and I, so 
let’s take a look at how an egg is laid and 
why it’s not a problem that it comes out of 
the same opening as you-know-what.

A pullet starts life with two ovaries, 
but as she matures, the right ovary re-
mains undeveloped and only the left one 
becomes fully functional. The functioning 

When Prolapse Becomes a Problem

Prolapse of the uterus is a natural process by which eggs are laid. If, however, 
an egg is too large, or a pullet is immature when she begins laying, the uterus 

may not readily retract back inside. Instead it remains prolapsed, a serious condition 
in which uterine tissue protrudes outside the vent. Unless you catch it in time, the 
exposed pink tissue will attract other chickens to pick, and the pullet will eventu-
ally die from hemorrhage and shock. Prolapse that progresses to this stage is called 
pickout or blowout. If you catch it right away, you may be able to reverse the situ-
ation by applying a hemorrhoidal cream, such as Preparation H, and isolating the 
pullet while she heals.

The problem may be largely avoided by preventing your mature hens (particularly 
heavy breeds) from getting too fat and by ensuring your pullets don’t start laying too 
young. A pullet that lays before her body is ready is more likely to have prolapse is-
sues.

Under normal circumstances pullets reach maturity during the season of decreas-
ing day length. If you raise pullets out of season, the increasing day length that 
normally triggers reproduction will speed up their maturity, more so the closer they 
get to laying age. Maturity may be delayed in pullets hatched from August through 
March by using controlled lighting.

Consult an almanac to determine how long the sun will be up on days occurring 
24 weeks from the date of hatch. Add 6 hours to that day length, and start your 
pullet chicks under that amount of light (daylight and electric combined). Reduce 
the total lighting by 15 minutes each week, bringing your pullets to a 14-hour day 
by the time they start to lay. When they reach twenty-four weeks of age, add 30 
minutes per week for 2 weeks to increase total day length to 15 hours.

Since spring is the natural season for chicks to hatch, pullets hatched from April 
through July and raised in natural light will mature at the normal rate, making them 
less likely to experience prolapse issues.

ovary contains all the undeveloped yolks, 
or ova, the pullet started out with. Exactly 
how many that is depends on which egg-
spert you ask. Estimates range from 2,000 
to 4,000, or even more. At any rate, from 
the day she enters this world, each female 
chick carries with her the beginnings of 
all the eggs she could possibly lay during 
her lifetime, but few hens lay more than 
about 1,000 of the possible total.

If you ever have occasion to examine 
a hen’s innards, you will find a cluster of 
undeveloped egg yolks along her back-
bone, approximately halfway between 
her neck and tail. Depending on the hen’s 
age and how long she’s been laying, the 
yolks will range from head-of-a-pin size 
to nearly the full size you’d find in one of 
her eggs. In a pullet, or a hen that’s tak-
ing a break from laying (such as during a 
molt), or an elderly hen that’s no longer 
laying, all of the ova are small because 

none is developing in preparation for 
laying the next egg.

When a pullet reaches laying age, or 
a hen comes back into lay after a break, 
one by one the yolks mature, so at any 
given time her body contains yolks at 
various stages of development. Approxi-
mately every 25 hours, one yolk is mature 
enough to be released into the funnel of 
the oviduct, a process called ovulation, 
which usually occurs within an hour after 
the previous egg was laid.

If ovulation occurs too rapidly, or if one 
yolk for some reason moves too slowly 
through the oviduct and is joined by the 
next yolk, the pullet will lay an egg with 
two yolks. Double yolkers are typically 
laid by pullets before their production cycle 
becomes well synchronized, but may also 
be laid by heavy-breed hens, often as an 
inherited trait. Sometimes an egg contains 
more than two yolks; I once cracked open 
an egg that had three. The greatest number 
of yolks on record is nine in one egg. 

During a yolk’s journey through the 
two-foot long oviduct, it is fertilized (if 
sperm are present), encased in various 
layers of egg white, wrapped in protective 
membranes, sealed within a shell, and 
finally enveloped in a fast-drying fluid 
coating called the bloom or cuticle.

When the process is complete, the 
shell gland at the bottom end of the 
oviduct pushes the egg into the cloaca, 
a chamber just inside the vent where the 
reproductive and excretory tracts meet 
— which means, yes, a chicken lays eggs 
and poops out of the same opening. But 
not at the same time.

The shell gland, which technically is 
the hen’s uterus, grips the egg so tightly 
that the gland gets turned inside out as 
it follows the egg through the cloaca 
and out through the vent. If you come 
along when a hen is laying an egg, and 
she happens to be facing away from you, 
you might catch a glimpse of the tissue 
— vividly red because it’s loaded with 
tiny blood vessels — briefly protruding 
around the edges of the vent before it 
withdraws back inside the hen as soon 
as the egg is laid.

An Amazing Processthe Laying 
of an Egg
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This everted, or prolapsed, tissue 
presses against the intestinal opening 
to ensure it remains shut while the egg 
passes through the cloaca. So the egg — 
having been surrounded by protective 
uterus tissue — emerges clean. Drop-
pings in a nest are the result of activities 
other than laying, such as lingering in 
the nest after laying an egg, roosting on 
the edge of the nest, hiding in the nest to 
avoid being pecked, scratching in nesting 
material, and napping in the nest. Any 
filth you might find on an egg shell got 
there after the egg was laid.

So now you are armed with knowl-
edge about how an egg is laid, ready to 
allay the fears of any of your friends or 

customers who might express concerns 
about the opening an egg comes out of. 
And by the way, those college students 
who stopped buying eggs from me did 
not give up eating eggs. They bought 
them at the supermarket, where (don’t 
you know?) eggs are manufactured in 
sanitary plastic cartons.

Gail Damerow is author of the newly 
updated and completely revised classic 
Storey’s Guide to Raising Chickens, 
along with these other books avail-
able from our bookstore on page 56: 
The Chicken Health Handbook, Your 
Chickens, Barnyard in Your Backyard, 
and Fences for Pasture & Garden.

An egg takes about 25 hours to develop in the oviduct. As the egg is being laid, everted 
uterus tissue protectively follows it and seals shut the intestinal opening until the egg 
drops into the nest. 

Hands-free chicken picker gets 
‘em spankin’ clean in 20 seconds!

Features:
   • Tough, UV-stabilized, food-grade, plastic   
     tub and housing
   • 1 HP motor, 10:1 speed reducer 
   • Spray ring to wash feathers away
   • Feather chute for tidy work area

www.featherman.net
PO Box 62, Jamesport, MO 64648

660/684-6035 email to:info@featherman.net

ONLY  $975!

“Scalder, cones, & other equipment available”

  Ask about the “Set-Up Special”
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Oviduct {

Talk about 
getting caught 
in the act! This 
photo, titled 
“Leghorn 
Pullet Laying 
An Egg” was 
sent by Molly 
McConnell, 
Minnesota. 
Reprinted from 
the February/
March, 2007. 
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ByrOn parKer

randall BurKey cOmpany

texas

It’s getting easier for people outside 
the backyard poultry community to 
understand why so many of us choose 

to dedicate a portion of our lives to raising 
and caring for chickens. I don’t get the 
same reaction I used to from suburban-
ites when they find out I raise chickens 
through casual conversation. Instead most 
people end up telling me about someone 
in their neighborhood that is raising a 
few chickens. In fact, it has become quite 
easy to influence outsiders to take part in 
this “unusual” hobby simply by telling a 
story or two about our beloved chickens 
and their unforgettable antics. Let’s face 
it, stories about dogs and cats are about as 
interesting as a glass of warm water and 
dry toast for dinner. Who hasn’t heard the 
one about the dog that chased its tail? It’s 
not that it wasn’t funny but I suspect your 
audience has seen this behavior before. 
Now tell the story about the rooster that 
chased your screaming mother-in-law 
around the backyard, suddenly people 
become very interested in what you are 
saying. You’ll still have plenty of opportu-
nity to talk about your dog when you raise 
chickens as the two can produce some 
entertaining and crowd pleasing stories, 
provided the story doesn’t end with the 

dog eating the chicken. I remember sitting 
on the back porch with my wife enjoying 
an ice cold drink when my 85-pound dog 
came running across the backyard with his 
tail between his legs and a Buff Orpington 
roosting on its back while a Barred Rock 
chased behind. The chicken on his back 
quickly jumped off as Farley (my dog) 
crawled underneath my chair for protec-
tion and some comforting. I’m not sure 
how that all got started but since then 
we have replaced our “beware of dog” 
sign with an “Area Patrolled by Attack 
Chicken” sign. 

A good story doesn’t always have to 
involve the chicken but rather the chicken 
coop. I love to tell the story about my 
2-year-old son getting his head stuck 
inside our chicken tractor yelling “No! 
No!” as the chickens pecked and pulled 
at his curly blonde hair. Trust me; you 
don’t have to make this stuff up! Raise 
chickens long enough (a few weeks will 
do) and you won’t have to look very hard 
to find a hilarious story to share. 

But it’s not just the stories we share 
that make people from the small land 
owner to the urban adventurer commit to 
sharing their yard with a few chickens. It’s 
not just the fact that more people realize 
the health benefits of eggs from backyard 
hens, not to mention the more humane 
lifestyle they are exposed to. Could it then 
be they are looking for the blood pressure 
lowering effects associated with “pet” 
ownership that we keep reading about? 
Or could it be a way for people to escape 
back to the good old days by incorporat-
ing some of the sights and sounds we 
experienced during visits to Grandma 
and Grandpa’s farm? The real answer is 
most—or all—of the above. 

Most people end up raising chickens 
after one of three occurrences: 1) Intensive 
research suggested the positive aspects of 
raising chickens outweighed any possible 
negatives, 2) Dad has trouble saying no to 
his kids and came home from a recent trip 
to the feed store with six chickens, a toy 
horse collection, and two bags of candy 
but forgot the new shovel he went there 
for, or 3) Drinking beer while looking at 
poultry-related websites. 

Conversely, I think the reasons many 
people don’t raise chickens is because 
they believe chickens are strictly farm 
animals that require a lot of space, feel 
they don’t have access to the types of sup-
plies required, or stay completely sober 
when surfing the internet. In reality you 

don’t need any more room in your back-
yard for a few chickens than you do for 
a dog and you can order a chicken coop, 
chicken feed, and most other poultry 
supplies online 24 hours a day. 

But before you wake up with a hang-
over and an online order of Barred Rock 
chicks, let me at least bring forth some 
answers to the questions that most people 
ask before jumping into the backyard 
poultry arena. Keep in mind there are 
experts in the world of poultry like Gail 
Damerow, who have written books like 
The Chicken Health Handbook and Sto-
rey’s Guide to Raising Chickens that can 
serve as guides into your new endeavor. 
However, although I am not qualified to 
be considered an expert, I did manage 
to read both books and have raised, or 
at least eaten, chickens most of my life, 
and spent the last 17 years in the poultry 
supply business, so I should be able to 
provide some unique insight into the 
world of backyard chickens. 

To help do so, I have polled the oper-
ators at Randall Burkey Company who 
sell poultry equipment and live chicks 
on a daily basis and asked them to help 
me come up with the top 10 questions 
asked by people who are either plan-
ning to raise chickens or are new to 
raising chickens. Hopefully these turn 
out to be some of the same questions 
you might need answers to. Remember, 
no question is a dumb question if you 
don’t know the answer. I remind myself 
of that whenever I talk to a mechanic. 

This hilarious sign was posted shortly 
after Byron’s dog was chased around the 
backyard by one of his chickens.

After Byron promised his dog Farley 
unlimited eggs to snack on, Farley raised 
his paw and swore not to hurt the chickens. 
Byron does not recommend leaving 
chickens and dogs unsupervised but he 
does enjoy watching the playful interaction 
between the two while closely monitored.

Chicken
Questions
Answered

10Top
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“The battery’s dead! Doesn’t my car run 
off gasoline?” 

So here are the top 10 questions:
#1. Do I need a rooster for my hens to 
lay eggs?

Okay, stop laughing! You didn’t al-
ways know the answer to this question. I 
will tell you that this is the most commonly 
asked question we get, so no one should be 
embarrassed. The answer is no, unless you 
want chicks. If you’re just looking for eggs 
to eat and/or some nice yard pets, hens 
minus the rooster can provide you with 
plenty of farm fresh eggs without a single 
crow to wake you up in the morning. 

 
#2. How long do chickens live?

The life expectancy of most standard 
chicken breeds shielded from predators 
and deep fryers can range from 8 to 15 
years. There are many reports of pet chick-
ens living as long as 20 years! With the 
increasing popularity of raising chickens 
as pets, I imagine someone will develop 
a new line of chicken coops such as nurs-
ing coops or assisted living coops for the 
growing population of elderly chickens. 
All joking aside, chickens are very hardy 
animals that rarely need a trip to a veteri-
narian, no matter how long they live. 

#3. What do I need when my chicks 
arrive?

Boil some water and grab some clean 
towels! Isn’t this what we heard on tele-
vision when the mother went into labor? 
However, with newborn chickens, we only 
need to boil water if we plan on cooking 
them. What you do need is a way to keep 
your chicks warm without cooking them. 
Depending on the number of chicks and 
your budget there are several options. 
Most commonly used and most economi-
cal is a single lamp infrared brooder with a 
250-watt red glass infrared bulb. Of course 
you will need a perimeter to contain the 
chicks inside the heated area —something 
as simple as an 18" high corrugated paper 
chick corral will get the job done. Place 
a small thermometer inside to ensure the 
correct temperature of 95° F is maintained, 
dropping 5° each week thereafter. A proper 
chick feeder and waterer is also necessary 
and you should provide ample space for 
the number of chicks inside. Pine shavings 
will work well as bedding and although 
there are many other options, you want 
to avoid using material such as newspaper 
that does not provide stable footing. 

#4. At what age do hens start laying and 
how many eggs will they lay?

Typically hens will start to lay when 
they are around 5- 6 months of age 
and will lay approximately 200 to 300 
eggs annually, based on the breed type. 
Breeds like Rhode Island Reds, Golden 
Sex Links, and White Leghorns are con-
sidered some of the most prolific egg 
layers. Peak production generally occurs 
at two years of age and slowly declines 
thereafter. 

 
#5. How much feed do chickens eat?

The amount of feed a chicken will 
consume varies dramatically based on 
breed type, feed quality, climate, and 
other variables that make it difficult to 
provide one good answer. However, a 
typical laying hen will consume around 
4 to 6 ounces of feed each day with an 
increase during cold months and a de-
crease during warm months. Many types 
of feeders available today are designed 
to prevent feed from being scratched out 
to reduce wasted feed and lower your 
overall feed bill. Depending on where 
you are located, your chickens can nearly 
survive strictly by foraging for their 
food on a good size piece of property. 
Foraging for food is really the chickens’ 
preferred method of eating because it 
makes life much more interesting for 
them as opposed to standing around the 
all-you-can-eat food trough. Even during 
the leaner times you can promote natural 
foraging behavior by hanging a “Free 
Range” feeder in your yard. With a timer 
that can be set to release varying amounts 

of pelletized feed, you can provide your 
chickens the sustenance they require 
while still allowing them the opportunity 
to act upon their natural instincts. 

#6. How big does my chicken coop need 
to be?

Because chickens spend most of their 
active time outside of the chicken coop, 
generally 2 - 3 square feet per chicken 
is sufficient space. Remember, you will 
need to provide space to roost at night 
and space for the nesting boxes. If you 
plan on keeping them cooped up full-
time then 8 - 10 square feet per chicken 

Chickens enjoy foraging for their food 
and this economical time-release feeder 
offers an easy solution when there is less 
foraging material available.

The Egg Cart’n Mini Byron uses in his backyard has a total of 24 square feet of living 
space. It will easily house 4-6 hens or 2 chickens and one 2-year-old boy.
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would do, counting the outside run. In 
this case, more is always better. If you 
are planning on buying or building a 
mobile chicken coop, space requirement 
is minimized because it offers you the 
ability to frequently move the coop and 
chickens onto fresh ground. 

 
#7. How many nest boxes will I need 
for my hens?

If you asked a slick nest box salesman, 
he would probably tell you the answer is 
one box for every hen and then tell you 
how much he likes you and how he is 
willing to give you a great deal if you buy 
today. Fortunately, I don’t think there are 
many “nest box salesmen,” especially slick 
ones. However, there are plenty of poultry 
supply companies that sell nest boxes and 
the answer they should give you is approxi-
mately one nest box for every 5 - 6 hens. 
Now this can, and does, vary somewhat but 
the point is this, if you have 25 hens you 
don’t need to purchase 25 individual nest 
boxes. In fact, one six-hole nest box would 
probably be sufficient for 25 laying hens, 
or 6 extremely pampered laying hens.

 
#8. What is the best way to deal with 
internal and external parasites?

Because we are dealing with an 
animal that we may eat or eat the eggs 

from, I prefer to recommend the more 
natural alternatives for treatment op-
posed to chemical use. “Food grade” 
diatomaceous earth (DE) is the fossilized 
remains of microscopic shells created 
by one-celled plants called diatoms and 
is the most popular natural product for 
controlling internal and external para-
sites. Chickens can be dusted with DE to 
treat lice and mites, and it can be mixed 
with their feed to control worms. Another 
alternative all-natural product is Poultry 
Protector, used to control external para-
sites such as mites, lice, and fleas. Poultry 
Protector uses natural enzymes to control 
parasites and can be sprayed in all areas 
of the chickens’ living quarters and safely 
on the birds as well.

#9. What is the best way to protect my 
chickens from predators?

Obviously, a well-built chicken coop 
is your first and best defense against 
predators. The coop should be designed 
to prevent predators from crawling 
through small openings or from tunnel-
ing under. Most troublesome predators 
come at night so it may be a good idea 
to place a few NiteGuards around your 
coop. NiteGuard Solar emits a flashing 
red light at night that makes predators 
think they’re being watched by some-

Don’t let a slick nest box salesman sell you more than you actually need. This six-hole 
nest box will easily accommodate up to 24 hens.

Byron’s friend Mike sprays Poultry 
Protector on a Buff Orpington. It’s a non-
toxic, all-natural product safe for use in 
the coop and directly on chickens to help 
clean away mites, lice, and fleas.

thing more terrifying than they are, 
forcing them to leave the area, and pre-
venting predators from ever approaching 
your coop. 

#10. How do I get my chickens to go in 
the coop at night?

Chickens instinctively move into 
their coop when the sun goes down. 
It may take a little coaxing for grown 
chickens to move into a newly built coop 
but once they realize it’s home, they 
generally go right in at night. Your job is 
to close the door behind them once they 
enter, and then to open it back up in the 
morning. If this sounds like something 
you don’t care to constantly deal with, 
you can buy an automatic chicken coop 
door such as the new Poultry Butler Au-
tomatic Poultry Door.

Whatever reasons made you decide to 
start raising chickens, personally I think 
you made a great decision, even if it hap-
pened to be alcohol induced. I guarantee 
you’re going to have some great stories 
to tell about your life with chickens, and 
I wish I could hear every one of them. 

To those of you who already have 
chickens, don’t forget to pet the dog every 
once in a while. If you’re like me, you 
still love your dog but wish it were eggs 
he was laying all over the backyard. Now 
that would be a great story!

Byron Parker will continue to share 
his experiences with products used 
in poultry keeping in future issues of 
Backyard Poultry. Byron is employed by 
Randall Burkey Company. See their ads 
on pages 3 and 65. 
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Happy Hen Treats

Happy Hen Treats is proud to introduce the world’s first line of treats specifically made for chickens! These delicious 
treats provide chicken owners a great way to reward and spoil their backyard friends. To ensure satisfaction all of our 
treats are tested and approved by our own backyard flock.

Premium Treats for Chickens

EggCartons.com
eggcartons.com
888-852-5340

First State Vet Supply
firststatevetsupply.com

410-546-6137
Fleming Outdoors
flemingoutdoors.com

800-624-4493

www.happyhentreats.com

Where To Buy
GQF

gqfmfg.com
912-236-0651

Jeffers Livestock
jefferslivestock.com

800-533-3377
Metzer Farms

metzerfarms.com
800-424-7755

Meyer Hatchery
meyerhatchery.com

888-568-9755

Mealworm Frenzy
Watch your chickens dance and peck in a frenzy for these 
100% natural whole-dried mealworms! Dried meal-
worms offer chickens the taste they love without the in-
convenience of storing and handling live worms. Avail-
able in a 3.53oz resealable bag (aprox. 3,250 worms) or 
a 10oz resealable tub (aprox. 10,000 worms).

Sunflower Sensation
Chickens love this sensational treat of assorted sun-
flower seeds, oats, peanuts, and raisins. Feed it straight 
from your hand, scatter it on the ground, or add it to your 
feathered friends' feeding dish. Convenient 2lb reseal-
able canister is easy to carry, and keeps your chickens' 
treats fresh.

Murray McMurray Hatchery
mcmurrayhatchery.com

800-456-3280
My Pet Chicken
mypetchicken.com

888-460-1529
Randall Burkey Company

randallburkey.com
800-531-1097

Strombergs’ Chicks
strombergschickens.com

800-720-1134
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 Hello, Poultry Pals!
 I want to thank those who wrote about me in a story. The flock roosted in 
anticipation as I read each one aloud and Gabby cheered the ones that 
included her, of course. The best part is I met some new friends: Tiberius, 
Bittaman, Zonse, HuncaMunca, and many more. I traveled to Mount Everest, 
outer space and rode a motorcycle! If I ever retire there are many poultry 
fans who could keep the stories flying. Your creativity left me speechless, 
which doesn’t happen to the Chicken In Charge often. Every entry was 
a winner in my book because you shared your passion for poultry. There 
were an awesome 56 entries! If you’d like to read more of the stories, the 
winners, runners-up and honorable mentions are posted on my website: 
www.gertrudemccluck.net. 
 Keep your comb clean, Gertrude McCluck, C.I.C.

Stories from the States 
The map below lists the number of entries by state in the Gertrude McCluck Writing 
Contest. Use the map to answer the following questions.

1. Which state had the most stories entered?
2. How many states had only one entry?
3. How many states had stories entered in the contest?

Answers on next page.

1st Place

The Mysterious 
Eggs

aslan KOnsavage

KentucKy

age: 13

This is Gertrude McCluck, and I’m 
going to tell you about the most 
unusual thing that has ever hap-

pened here. The day it started was most 
usual: usual food, usual bigoted crowing 
roosters, and the usual need to lay an egg. 
“What else could be unusual?” you might 
be thinking, “after all, chickens don’t do 
much, do they?” Well, you overlooked 
one detail: Chickens take baths. Not 
in water, but in dirt, and this is exactly 
where the unusualness starts.

On that most unusual usual day, I was 
taking a dust bath with one of my hen 
friends, a White Leghorn named Thelma, 
who was just plain normal except for being 

yOuth: Youth Writing
Contest Winners

1st Place
Aslan Konsavage, Kentucky

2nd Place
Abigail Valine, Minnesota 

3rd Place
Jane Robertson, Oklahoma

Runners Up
Samantha Palladino, Oregon
Michael Revier, Minnesota
Hannah Rector, Arkansas

Honorable Mentions
Mairin Cahill, Wisconsin
Hailey Shapiro, California
Teagen Bolin, New York

Nick Cude, Idaho
Ian Bolin, New York

Katie Seppi, Maryland
Drew Merluzzi, New Hampshire
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Gertrude McCluck, Chicken 
in Charge is assisted by chicken 
w r a n g l e r  C y n d i  G e r n h a r t . 
Find out more about Gertrude 
and her book series for chil-
dren and other fun activities at:  
www.GertrudeMcCluck.net

easily flustered and having a wild imagi-
nation. We were trying out this bathing 
spot near the creek that runs close to our 
place. All of a sudden, Thelma scratches 
up some of the weirdest things! They were 
kinda leathery, ovalish, and the size of a 
goose egg. “Maybe they’re alien space 
capsules!!” Thelma said excitedly.

“Thelma, they look like eggs,” I said 
in my calm, usual voice.

“We should try hatching them, to see 
what comes out,” Thelma decided.

“Who’s we?” I asked. “It’s your idea.”
“Well, it’s the least we can do for 

scratching them out of the ground,” she 
argued. I relented, so we cleared all the 
dirt from around the eggs, and Thelma 
sat on them. Somehow, it became my 
job to bring scratch from the coop for 
her to eat.

Well, after three weeks, those eggs 
didn’t hatch, and Thelma was tired of 
the whole ordeal. Don’t be too hard on 
her, though, since chicken minds are 
programmed for only three weeks. But 
she didn’t want to let the eggs die, so we 
asked a Muscovy duck who was broody 
to set on them. Five weeks later, the 
Muscovy’s ducklings hatched out, and 
those eggs still didn’t pip!

So, being the faithful friend I am, I 
promised to sit on them for two weeks, 
even though I thought it useless. One 
week later, nothing. But on the ninth day 
something came out!

They were 13 of the weirdest birds 
you ever did see. They had four legs, 
no feathers whatsoever, a long, scaly 
beak (if it was a beak!) and a snake-like 
tail. They were all black with yellow-
ish stripes, and had a taste for toes and 
anything else that crawled. Thelma was 
horrified and pleaded with me to take 
them back to the creek. Needless to say 
I was relieved, and we promptly brought 
them back. While we were watching them 
swim away, I saw another one of them, 
but it was gray and 20 feet long! Thelma 
said, “Goodness! We’ve hatched 13 al-
ligators!!!” We scuttled out of there as 
fast as we could, and never dust-bathed 
near the creek again!

2nd Place

Who is Pecking 
Featherfoot?

aBigail valine

minnesOta

age: 12

“Cock-a-doodle-doo!” I started 
awake. Where was I? Oh, 
yeah. Now I remembered. 

I had been hired by the Valine family to 
figure out who was pecking on a dark 
Brahma named Featherfoot. I hurried out 
the door to start my investigation. First 
I went up to a Speckled Sussex rooster 
named Harold.

“Hello Gertrude!” he called out.
“Good morning!” I replied. “I have 

some questions. Are you the one who is 
pecking Featherfoot’s back?”

“I am not! He’s my best friend!” Har-
old said angrily. I moved on. I had ruled 
out the Sussex. How about Puffy, Buffy, 
Fluffy, Dotty, and Petunia, the Buff Orp-
ingtons? No, they were not that type.

I waddled over to a Silver Laced 
Wyandotte.

“Hello!” I called out.
“Good day, Mrs. McCluck!” replied 

the Wyandotte in a silvery voice.
“Do you know who’s been pecking 

Featherfoot?” I asked.
“Well, it isn’t one of us; we’re too 

nice for that!” she replied.
I walked over to the Rhode Island 

Reds.
Do you know anything about who’s 

pecking Featherfoot?”
“We don’t!” said Pauline.
“Oh?” I said. “Too bad.” I couldn’t find 

anyone who knew. Then I remembered. 
White Rocks! I went over to Snowflake.

“Do you know who’s pecking Feath-
erfoot?” I asked.

“No, I don’t!” she said. Everyone 
denied being the culprit, so someone must 
have not been telling the truth! There was 
only one more possibility. I would have 
to talk to Featherfoot himself! I waddled 
over to him.

“Good day, Mr. Featherfoot, sir!” I 
called out as I approached.

“What have we here?” he glared at me. 
“A little bird with a magnifying glass?”

Answer Key
Stories From The States:

1. New York
2. 14
3. 27

Jokes…Get the Yolk? 
Q. Why did the chicks cross the 
basketball court?
A. They heard the coach yelling 
“Foul!” (Fowl)

Q. When does Valentine’s Day come 
after Easter?
A. In the dictionary.

Q. Why did Beethoven get rid of his 
chickens?
A. Because they kept saying “Bach, 
Bach, Bach.”

“I have been hired as a detective to find 
out who has been pecking your back, sir!” 
I said. He was still glaring at me. ”May I 
examine your wounds?” I asked.

“Sure,” he replied. I waddled closer, 
looking at the bare spot.

“Ow!” he cried, He ruffled his feath-
ers. Just then, something caught my eye. 
When he shook, a white feather fell to 
the ground.

“Aha!” The culprit has white feath-
ers! Only the Sussex, White Rocks, and 
Wyandottes had any white feathers! I 
decided that I would set a trap.

In the night, I set my trap by hang-
ing a string over Featherfoot’s back. If 
someone came near him, a system of 
pulleys would ring a bell and dribble red 
paint on the culprit’s back. That night, I 
slept fitfully. In the morning, I awoke to 
the tinkling of the bell. The flock was in 
chaos, and everyone was jumping around. 
I surveyed the scene. Aha! Snowflake, the 
White Rock, had splotches of red paint 
on her back.

“So you’re the one who’s pecking 
Featherfoot!” I said.

“I am,” she admitted.
“Will you ever do it again?”
“No,” she replied. Snowflake was 

so embarrassed about the paint that she 
never did it again. Featherfoot never got 
pecked again, either. Well, as little as you 
can expect with chickens!

Note from the author: All the chickens 
in this story are real and live in my coop. 
Featherfoot really has a bare spot!
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arKansas

When I was a little girl, I 
looked forward to helping 
my grandmother shuck corn 

in the summer. As we peeled the husks 
and twisted the corn silks from the ears, 
Grandma’s fat hens milled around, hop-
ing for a dropped kernel. One particular 
hen seemed to be checking me out, 
padding her scaly feet closer as she 
talked to me in her fowl chortle. Soon, 
she spied a fat worm writhing in the hot 
sun among the demolished rows of a 
corncob I was shucking. Emboldened 
by the enticing dance of the worm, she 
swooped in, snatched the grub in her 
beak and scurried off, chased by her en-
vious sisters. Grandma let me take home 
the ordinary white hen and she became 
my pet. She set the standard for me to 

enjoy interacting with chickens for the 
rest of my life.

Chickens as Pets?
Many people have found that chick-

ens make perfect pets. There are literally 
hundreds of varieties of chickens that 
are fascinating and well-suited to being 
kept as pets. 

Arianna Newton, 12, of Van Buren, 
Arkansas found her special pet in a Bovan 
Brown chick (also known as a Golden Sex 
Link), which is a cross between a Rhode 
Island Red and a Production Red.

“I received several 30 day-old chicks 
for a 4-H project this spring,” Newton 
explained. “When the chicks were about 
three months old, I noticed the others 
picking on this one and chasing her 
around. So I separated her from the rest 
of the flock. After a couple of days I 
decided to keep her as a pet so I put her 

in with our backyard chickens and they 
accepted her.”

Newton named the pullet Rebeka.
“She has an awesome personality. I 

feel friendship toward her when I walk 
into the chicken coop and she runs up to 
me and lets me pick her up.” 

Newton said she likes to hold the feed 
can for Rebeka as she pecks the grain 
stocked with extra vitamins.

“Rebeka’s a better pet than a dog 
because she sits and listens to me and 
doesn’t run around seeing what she can 
get into,” she said. “She’s better than a 
cat because she can’t climb on me and 
hiss at me. And she’s better than a fish 
because I can’t pick up a fish and hold it 
like I can my chicken.”

But having a pet chicken needn’t be 
exclusive to children. Experts agree that 
working with any kind of animal even a 
few minutes a day can lower blood pressure 
and help the mind fight off dementia. Under 
optimal circumstances, chickens can live as 
long as 15 years.

What Breed to Choose
Choosing a pet chicken offers many 

options. They come in gorgeous colors, 
shapes and feather-types. Chickens are en-
tertaining, friendly and often make gentle 
companions, especially hens. Hens don’t 
crow; they lay eggs and they come in two 
sizes—standard and bantam.

Dr. Dustan Clark, who is a professor 
and a Co-operative Extension veterinar-
ian for the University of Arkansas in 
Fayetteville, agrees that chickens make 
delightful pets if they are tamed from the 
first day of ownership.

“My father and I had some Old Eng-
lish bantam chickens trained enough 
to fly up on the roost and crow for us,” 
Clark said. “We had them trained to stand 
a certain way to show off their feathers. 
Chickens can be very tame if they are 
raised that way from chicks.”

He said it’s important to spend a lot 
of time with young chickens to put them 
at ease. If you start by feeding them, then 
they are usually receptive to being petted 
and talked to.

“You have to work with them,” he 
said. “They don’t know you’re not a bird 
or them a person. The degree of domesti-
cation you achieve is how much time you 
spend raising that chicken.”

Indeed, young chickens can be tamed 
more easily by hand feeding them for at 
least 10 minutes each day. Even older 

Chickens Make Great Pets
On The Farm Or In The City

Just FOr Fun:
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birds can be tamed significantly by hand-
feeding them leftover table scraps or a 
few kernels of grain each day. Another 
bonding activity is helping the birds for-
age for tasty morsels. That can be as easy 
as turning over rocks and watching the 
hens grab worms and bugs lurking in the 
moist areas. Thus, chickens learn to as-
sociate you as their pet owner with their 
source of food and are likely to become 
great companions.

Caution Before Choosing
Before you settle on a chicken as 

a pet, you should check the zoning re-
strictions in your area. Chickens and the 
coops in which they’re housed aren’t 
allowed in all areas. Some cities in the 
United States still allow chickens as 
pets, others have banned “farm animals.” 
Some communities ban only roosters, al-
lowing the quieter hens. Many zoos use 
chickens instead of insecticides to control 
insect populations. Individuals in rural 
communities commonly keep chickens 
for both ornamental and practical value.

Another consideration is whether 
neighbors will tolerate a flock or even 
a few hens. Roosters are often loud and 
boisterous and may strain even the best 
neighbor’s goodwill. Once you know 
chickens are permitted and your neigh-
bors are tolerable to the idea, you can 
proceed with choosing which feathered 
fowl most appeals to you.

Pickin’ Your Chicken
Each variety of chicken has its own 

personality and the variety of breeds is 
limited only by your imagination, Dustan 
Clark said.

“Pet chickens become members of the 
family,” Clark said. “Their owners would 
never consider eating their birds.” 

Finding a chicken is easy. Start by 
checking at feed stores, veterinarian clin-
ics, pet shops and poultry farms where 
you can obtain several chicks or even 
just one. 

When choosing a breed, consider the 
space they need in light of how much 
room you have. For example, two or three 
bantams can do very well sleeping in a 
dog house with a small patch of dirt in 
which to scratch, while the larger laying 
breeds may need a covered coop with six 
square feet per chicken.

Once you obtain the chick, keep it in 
an adequate cage with a heat lamp inside 
the house or other predator-proof build-
ing. Cover the floor with bedding such 

as straw or wood shavings. You must 
also furnish a dish for feeding and a safe 
container for water. 

You can obtain special chick feed 
at the feed store called chick starter. 
It’s smaller grain than normal chicken 
feed and provides a balanced diet. As 
the chick gets older, introduce regular 
chicken feed and grit. When the chicken 
is grown, replace its diet with laying 
pellets and bits of kitchen scraps like 
meal leavings, pulverized eggshells and 
excess produce.

The Chick Grows
As the chick begins to feather out, 

it will need a warm, dry place to live 
outside. An old chicken coop is fine, but 
hammer some stakes in the ground and 
wrap wire mesh around them to give the 
chicken an outdoor run. This keeps the 
hen safe from predators. 

Chickens need perches at varying 
levels because they like to be as elevated 
as they can get at night. You can make a 
perch for your chickens by poking an old 
broom handle through the mesh of her 
cage under the roof, about three feet off 
the ground. A hen can be taught to roost In
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by picking her up at dusk and placing her 
on the perch. She will soon figure out 
what she is supposed to do. Hens will 
also need a laying box.

If your chicken is prone to flying out 
of its pen, cut the long wing feathers back 
to about half, on one wing only. This will 
prevent the chicken from flying off, but 
will not hurt the bird.

With a few minor preparations, you 
can be the proud owner of one of nature’s 
most delightful and functional pets, right 
in your own backyard.
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Saving ALL Rare Breeds, 4/6:16
Tours: Australian Poultry Tour, journal 
4/1:42; chicken coops, Austin, 4/6:26; 
Mad City Chickens DVD, 4/12:8
Turkeys: experiences of raising, 4/5:69, 
4/5:70, 4/5:71; heritage varieties, com-
parison of 4/5:60; on range, 4/5:58
Waterers: heater, homemade, 4/5:20, 
warning comment on, 4/6:8; nipple, for 
chickens, 4/3:36

Waterers, waterfowl: drown-proof, 
4/3:32; in brooder, 4/3:33, 4/5:10; in 
winter housing, 4/3:33; on pasture, 
4/3:33; warm water bucket, 4/5:18, 
source 4/6:10
Youth: involved in poultry care, 4/3:64 
See also McCluck, Gertrude
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Aug/Sept, 2007 Vol. 2/4
• The Java Experience: Raising a
Critically Endangered Breed
• Designing Your Pasture Shelter: 
Choose the Option That’s Right for You
• Raising & Training Exhibition 
Poultry
• Poultry Predator Identification: The 
First Step to Deterrence

Oct/Nov, 2007 Vol. 2/5
• Raising Ducks
• Controlling Mites in the Flock
• Royal Palm Turkeys
• Golden Pheasants

Dec, 2007/Jan, 2008 Vol. 2/6
• The Delightful Dominique
• The Japanese Bantam
• Auto-Sexing Geese
• Maintain Poultry Health & Egg 
Laying Through the Winter

June/July, 2008 Vol. 3/3
• Gardening with Guineas
• Vacation Care for Your Flock
• Integrating Poultry Flocks
• Make it Yourself: The Whizbang: An 
Affordable Homemade Poultry Plucker

Oct/Nov, 2008 Vol. 3/5
• One Dozen Tips & Tricks to 
Simplify Poultry Keeping

April/May, 2006 Vol. 1/2
• Traditional Breeding Programs for 
The Home Flock
• Chick Success: Start Those Birds 
Right!
• Working With the Cock(s) in the Flock
• Serama: World’s Smallest Chicken
• Managing Poultry on Pasture with 
Electronet
• Rats in Your Poultry

Aug/Sept, 2006 Vol. 1/4
• Make Your Own Feed
• Homestead Butchering
• How to Bathe That Bird
• Chicks in the City: Hens Help Build a 
Community

Oct/Nov, 2006 Vol. 1/5
• Portable Chicken Run
• Turkey History & Varieties
• Predator Control
• Feeding the Flock From Homestead’s 
Resources
• Integrating Chickens of Different Ages

Dec, 2006/Jan, 2007 Vol. 1/6
• Winter Care for Your Poultry
• Wyandotte Bantams
• The Neglected Goose
• Guinea Fowl
• Pigeons
• Make a Poultry Saddle

Volume 2, Number 2

April/May, 2007

Polish
The Royalty of Poultry

Dedicated to more and better small-fl ock poultry

Volume 2, Number 2
Volume 2, Number 2

April/MayApril/MayApril/May, 200, 200, 200
April/May, 200
April/MayApril/May, 200
April/MayApril/May, 200
April/May, 200
April/May, 200
April/May 77

Dedicated to more and better small-fl ock poultry

Backyard

Poultry
Inside: A guide to help choose the breed that’s best for you!

Chickens in the 

Greenhouse

          

to Raising Chickens 

the Easy Way!
10    Steps 

• A Gamebird for Everyone

• Improve Your Hatch Rate

• The American Gray Goose

• Guinea Hens & Motherhood

...and more inside!

 PLUS:

BackyardPoultry
Volume 2, Number 4August/September, 2007

Designing YourPasture Shelter Pg. 22

Dedicated to more and better small-fl ock poultry

Raising & Training Exhibition PoultryPg. 49

The Java 
Experience

Raising a Critically Endangered Breed:

Poultry Predator Identifi cation — The First Step To Deterrence

Backyard

Poultryultryultry
Volume 2, Number 5

October/November, 2007

Dedicated to more and better small-fl ock poultry

Raising Ducks

Raising Ducks for Eggs • Bantam Ducks • The Muscovy

Flock Health

Poultry Housing
Plus:
Royal Palm Turkeys

Golden Pheasants

Showing Waterfowl

and more inside!

Controlling Mites  • Sticktight Fleas • The Answerman

Building a Pasture Shelter • Broiler Pens • Ready-Made Shelters

Backyard Poultry’s Back Issue List

• Turkeys: History, Culture & Varieties
• Plymouth Rocks: The Heirloom Breed
• Making Duck Confit

April/May, 2009 Vol. 4/2
• Heritage Breed Options Provide Beauty 
& Utility
• Alternatives to the Cornish Cross
• Understand and Prevent Pecking & 
Picking
• Chickens Make Great Neighbors!

August/September, 2009 Vol. 4/4
• Top 10 Nest Box Ideas Using Materials 
You Already Have
• Co-Mingling Poultry Which Birds of a 
Feather Can Flock Together?
• How To Prevent Egg Eating
• An Overall Brilliant Bird: The Kahki 
Campbell Duck

October/November, 2009 Vol. 4/5
• Fall Garden Extras Promote Flock 
Health
• Get Ready For Winter: How to Heat 
Your Waterer
• Equal Rights For Pet Chickens: Where 
are the Treats & Toys?

December, 2009/January, 2010 Vol. 4/6
• Dual-Purpose Buckeyes A Vigorous 
All-American Breed
• 4 Great Coop Ideas To Renew, Reuse 
and Recycle
• How To Legalize Hens In Your 
Community

For more info. on the content of back issues, please visit our website: 
www.backyardpoultrymag.com

Only $4 each... while supplies last.
Circle the issues of your choice. (Note: Past issues not listed are sold out.)

 1/2 1/4  1/5  1/6 2/4  2/5  2/6 3/3
 

 3/5 4/2 4/4 4/5 4/6

Mail this form along with $4 per issue 
plus $2.50 shipping/handling per complete order to:

Backyard Poultry Back Issues

145 Industrial Dr., Medford, WI 54451
800-551-5691

Name ______________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________

City___________________________State_____________Zip________________

Phone number ______________________________________________________

Credit Card #____________________________________Exp________________

Signature___________________________________________________________
(Only required when paying with credit card.)

We accept Visa, MasterCard, American Express and Discover.
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Backyard Poultry Breeders Directory
Advertise in the Backyard Poultry Breeders Directory for less than $4.50 a month. Your ad will be seen by more 
than 75,000 poultry enthusiasts who read every issue. Fill out the order form and return it today!

Have birds for sale?

Associations
AMERICAN BRAHMA CLUB, Sandy Kavanaugh, 
Sec./Treas., 216 Meadowbrook Rd., Richmond, KY 
40475. Phone: 859-369-7244; Fax: 859-369-5659; 
<Henshaven@localnet.com> <www.AmericanBrahma-
Club.com>. Promoting the Majestic Ones! USA & Canada 
Membership dues: Adults/Partnership/Farm $15/yr., US 
Juniors $10/yr., all other memberships $30/yr.

ARAUCANA CLUB OF AMERICA. Promoting the 
tufted, rumpless, blue egg laying Araucana. $20.00 
annual dues includes quarterly newsletter, 
breeders guide, and Araucana Handbook. Mail 
inquiries to: Araucana Club of America, 207 Pickens 
Drive, Pendleton, South Carolina 29670-9727. Visit 
our website and forum: <www.araucana.net>

DOMINIQUE CLUB OF AMERICA. Boosting 
America’s Oldest Breed Since 1973, Large Fowl and 
Bantam. $10.00 Annual Dues. Contact: Eddie Martin, 
President, 3740 Hwy. 413, Anderson, SC 29621. 
<www.dominiqueclub.org>

EASTERN IOWA POULTRY ASSOCIATION, Phil 
Shank, Sec., Eastern Iowa Poultry Show, Iowa City, IA. 
319-646-2011. <pbshank@netins.net> National Call 
Duck Meet. Show date November 28-29, 2009. 

GATEWAY POULTRY SHOW, Rick Bond, 5244 Lick 
Creek Rd., Morgantown, IN 46160. 812-988-8815. 
<www.Gatewaypoultryshow.com>

GUINEA FOWL BREEDERS ASSOCIATION. GFBA 
will encourage, support, and educate people as to the 
benefits in raising guinea fowl and provide information 
and support to those who own or plan to own them. 
<www.gfba.org> <www.guineafowl.com>

MODERN GAME BANTAM CLUB OF AMERICA, 
Bonnie Sallee, Sec./Treas., P.O. Box 697, Pine Grove, 
CA 95665. 209-296-8084. <jbsallee@volcano.net> 
<www.mgbca.org> Devoted to the appreciation of 
modern game bantams.

POLISH BREEDERS CLUB, Jim Parker, 3232 
Schooler Rd., Cridersville, OH 45806. 419-303-3009. 
<polishman@woh.rr.com> 

UNITED PEAFOWL ASSOCIATION. Josh Nelson, 
President, 2652 Woodyard Rd., DeFuniak Springs, FL 
32435-8649. 850-865-5812. UPA provides education, 
assistance & breeder information about raising pea-
fowl. Membership includes bimonthly color magazine 
and membership directory. Please visit our website 
at <www.peafowl.org> for more peafowl information 
and contact info. Book on raising peafowl compiled 
by experts in UPA available for $20 + $7 s/h. E-mail 
S. Tindell at <35711@worldnet.att.net>.

South Carolina
RAMEY FARM, Gary L Ramey, 440 Surrey 
Race Rd., Salley, SC 29137. 408-205-8150. 
<geareduplyn@msn.com> <www.rameyfarm.com> 
Quality true Ameraucana chicks. Hatching and 
shipping weekly.

Colorado
ROSEN AMERICAN GAME BANTAMS, Mark & Valerie 
Rosen, 59221 E. U.S. Hwy. 50, Boone, CO 81025. 
719-947-3006. <Mfireback@aol.com> <http://tech.
groups.yahoo.com/group/rosenagbs/> Seamless 

banded pairs of AGB's in Black, Brassyback, BB 
Red, Ginger Red, Golden Duckwing, Wheaten, & 
White. Show and pet quality birds available in most 
varieties. We also keep several varieties of Miniature 
American Games and Spanish Gamefowl. We are an 
N.P.I.P. approved farm (CO#40). We ship nationwide 
by USPS Express Mail October through May. These 
are showbirds–not fighting chickens.

South Carolina
RAMEY FARM, Gary L Ramey, 440 Surrey 
Race Rd., Salley, SC 29137. 408-205-8150. 
<geareduplyn@msn.com> <www.rameyfarm.com> 
True rumpless Araucana chicks. Hatching and 
shipping weekly.

Wisconsin
HAWKIN HILL FARM, Jeff Singer, 762 8th Ave., 
Clayton, WI 54004. 612-242-4765. <jeffugee1@msn.
com> Hatching eggs, chicks, started birds. 

Minnesota
HAWK’S VALLEY FARM, Joanne Griffin, 18005 Tru-
man Dr., Spring Grove, MN 55974. 507-498-5108. 
<hvfarm@springgrove.coop> Selective breeding for 
color and maximum size.

Georgia
BOB’S BIDDIES, Bob Berry, 2155 Weaver Dr., Ray 
City, GA 31645. 229-455-6437. <bobsbiddies@msn.
com> Ship year round. 

Ohio
STICHLER’S POULTRY FARM, Mike Stichler, 1120 
State Rt. 603, Greenwhich, OH 44837. 419-565-3197. 
<stichlers@zoominternet.net> Dominique & Ro-
secomb Rhode Island Red Large Fowl. Will ship 
chicks or pickup at farm.

Indiana
AMERICAN DOVE ASSOCIATION, Denny Stapp, 
7037 Haynes Rd., Georgetown, IN 47122. 812-923-3483. 
<secretary@doveline.com> <www.DoveLine.com> 
Dues $20, $16 senior, $10 junior. Bimonthly newsletter. 
Member directory. Join over 500 members.

Ohio
COMER’S POULTRY, Leisha & Stephanie Comer, 
14499 Kettlersville Rd., Wapakoneta, OH 45895. 
419-516-8136. <ltcomer2003@yahoo.com> Faverolles: 
Bantam Salmon, Black, Blue, White & Buff. 

Indiana
WOODSIDE AVIARY, James Kotterman, Peru, In-
diana. 765-985-2805. Pheasant enthusiasts check 
this out! Displaying full color the Golden Pheasant, 
Gigi Golden, Lady Amherst, Silvers, Swinhoe. Also 
Temminck Tragopan & Brown Eared. Give me a call 
and we’ll talk about the birds!

Maine
MID-COAST MAINE BIRD FARM, Scott O’Brien, PO 
Box 243, Jefferson, ME 04348. 207-549-5473. Quail: 

Bobwhites in Normal, Mexican Speckled and Gray. 
Also Valley, Gambel’s, Blue Scaled, Mountain, Ben-
son and Coturnix varieties: Japanese, Button and 
Harlequin. Pheasants: Swinhoe, Blue Eared, Elliot’s, 
Lady Amherst and Goldens in Red, Dark Throated and 
Peach. I ship hatching eggs, started and adult birds. 
Send SASE for price list.

Massachusetts
ANTONIO FERREIRA, 49 Chestnut St., Seekonk, 
MA 02771. 401-465-1662. Hatching eggs: Chukar 
partridge $44/36, Bobwhite quail $37.50/50, turkey 
$36/12. Post paid. 

Minnesota
OAKWOOD GAME FARM, INC., PO Box 
274, Princeton, MN 55371. 800-328-6647. 
<oakwoodgamefarm.com> We sell day-old pheasant 
and chukar partridge chicks and eggs.

Iowa
WINTERS GUINEA FARM, Ralph Winter, 21363 
White Pine Ln., New Vienna, IA 52065. 563-853-4195. 
<www.guineafarm.com> <rwinter@guineafarm.com> 
Guinea fowl, Pea fowl.

Indiana
TOM & LINDA CHANDLER, 170 Mt. Calvery Rd., 
Freedom, IN 47431. 812-859-4873. <lchandler@
iendeavor.com> Quality birds only. Ship nationwide.

Indiana
MARIA’S JERSEY GIANTS, since 1976, New Website. 
Maria Hall, 7030 S. Bloomington Trail, Underwood, IN 
47177. 812-752-7825. <MHbluegiants4u@aol.com> 
<www.mariasjerseygiants.com> Blues, Splash, Blacks, 
eggs, chicks. See my Blue Jersey Giants in Backyard 
Poultry, August/September, 2007, pages 62-63. Also 
SQ Rhode Island Red & White Rock bantams. 

Ohio
JOHNSON JERSEY GIANTS, Tim Johnson, 17650 W. 
Poe Rd., Weston, OH 43569. 419-353-0424. Black Jersey 
Giants large fowl. Also New Hampshire Bantams.

California
AMAYA HEN & INK, Amaya Rose Dempsey, 1905 
Surrey Way, Paso Robles, CA 93446. 805-238-6848. 
Bantam White Leghorns & Belgian Bearded 
d’Uccles. 

Iowa
THE PEACOCK INFORMATION CENTER, Dennis 
Fett, 24783 330 St., Minden, IA 51553. 712-483-2473. 
<peafowlmail@peafowl.com> <www.peafowl.com> 
Peahen eggs, Peacock DVDs. 

Montana
CATHY REAM, 15506 Kendall Creek Rd., Clinton, MT 
59825. 406-825-6200. Fresh & blown eggs, chicks, 
feathers. Peacock feathers.

Ameraucana

Bourbon Red Turkeys

Dominique

Doves

Faverolles

Game Birds

Guineas

Japanese Bantams

Jersey Giants

Leghorns

Peafowl

Rheas
American Game Bantams

Araucana
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Classification/Breed:___________________________________________ 
Your Farm Name:_____________________________________________
Your Name:__________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________
City, State, Zip:_______________________________________________
Phone Number:_______________________________________________
E-mail/Website:_______________________________________________ 
Additional Words:_____________________________________________ 

Breeders Directory Order Form

 Backyard Poultry
145 Industrial Drive, Medford, WI 54451

Phone: 800-551-5691 • Fax: 715-785-7414 • E-mail: csyclassifieds@tds.net

Mail this form along with your payment to:

One Year Directory Listing (6 issues)   $ 50.00 
Additional Words $1.50 each:      $ _____ 
Total amount enclosed:        $ _____

Florida
RHODE ISLAND RED CHICKS/EGGS, 727-388-9456. 
<BabyChicks4Sale@aol.com> Antibiotic Free. $1.95 
each. Low priced Incubators & Pluckers.

Georgia
BOB’S BIDDIES, Bob Berry, 2155 Weaver Dr., Ray 
City, GA 31645. 229-455-6437. <bobsbiddies@msn.
com> Ship year round. 

Florida
BLACKBURN’S QUALITY BANTAMS, Wayne Black-
burn, PO Box 736, Anthony, FL 32617. 352-622-4622. 
Sebrights, Wyandottes and Self Blue Old English.

Louisiana
JERRY’S SERAMAS, LLC., Jerry Schexnayder, 
PO Box 159, Vacherie, LA 70090. 225-265-2238. 
<jerschex@aol.com> <www.jerrysseramasllc.com> 
Serama.

California
AMBER WAVES SHOW SILKIES, 1320 Mountain Ave., 
Norco, CA 92860. 951-736-1076. <http://showsilkies.
com> <info@showsilkies.com> A leading informational 
website on poultry with 100’s of articles, resources, free 
clipart, poultry community and more. Bearded bantam 
Silkie chicks available year round. Top bloodlines. NPIP 
certified. Ship nationwide and internationally.

Massachusetts
GOLDEN EGG FARM,  Ka te  Mor rea le , 
<goldeneggfarm@netzero,com>. 413-477-8872. 
<www.goldeneggfarm.com> Hand-made pottery, 
hatching eggs. Bearded Silkies, Non-Bearded Silkies, 
Indian Runners.

California
CHICKEN RIDDLE, Bridget, Hunter & Mackenzie 
Riddle, 3030 Orestimba Rd., Newman, CA 95360. 
209-485-1413. <sandydove@netvelocite.net> 

Large Fowl: Shamo, Salmon Faverolles, large Sicillian 
Buttercups. Bantam: Tuzo, Dark Cornish, Salmon 
Faverolles.

Illinois
NATURE’S  HATCHERY,  630 -428 -7860 , 
<www.Na tu resHa tche ry. com> Ch ickens : 
Ancona, Australorp, Barnevelder, Buttercup, 
Brabranter, Brahmas, Broilers, Buckeye, Campine, 
Catalana, Cochins, Commercial Egg Layers, Cornish, 
Crevecoeur, Chanteclers, Delaware, Dominique, 
Dorking, Easter Eggers, Faverolle, Fayoumi, 
Hamburg, Houdan, Holland, Java, Jersey Giant, 
Jungle Fowl, Lakenvelder, Langshan, Leghorn, 
Marans, Minorca, New Hampshire, Orloff, Orpington, 
Phoenix, Polish, Rhode Islands, Plymouth Rocks, 
Sicilian, Silkie, Spanish, Sultan, Sumatra, Sussex, 
Turken, Welsummer, Wyandottes, Bantams, much 
more! Ducks: Buff Duck, Magpie, Call, Campbell, 
Cayuga, Crested, Harlequin, Indies, Mallard, 
Muscovy, Mandarin, Orpington, Pekin, Rouen, Runner, 
Swedish,  Wood Duck.  Geese:  Embden, 
Tolouse, Chinese, African, Pilgrim, Roman, Buff, 
Pomeranian. Turkeys: Broad Breasted, Eastern 
Wild, Bourbon Red, Narragansett, Blue Slate, Rio 
Grande, Black, Midget White, Royal Palm, 
Standard Bronze, White Holland. Guineas, 
Pheasant, Quail, Chukar, Peafowl. Books, equipment, 
coops & more! Over 400 varieties! FREE catalog.

Iowa
WELP HATCHERY, Box 77, Bancroft, IA 50517. 
800-458-4473.  <www.welphatchery.com> 
Specializing in Cornish Rock broilers. Also offering baby 
chicks, ducklings, goslings, bantams, exotics, turkeys, 
Guineas, pheasants. Free catalog. MC/Visa/Discover. 

Maryland
WHITMORE FARM. Black & Blue Ameraucana, 
Delaware, Welsummer and Black Copper & Blue 
Copper Marans. Hatching eggs and day old chicks. 
NSIP# 51-375 certified Mycoplasma free stock. Online 
ordering at <www.whitmorefarm.com>.

Michigan
ChickHatchery.com, John W. Blehm, 4599 Lange 
Rd. Birch Run, MI 48415-8137. bantam chickens: 
Ameraucana, Lakenvelder, Vorwerk & Hamburg, large 
fowl chickens: Ameraucana, Chantecler & Dominique.

Minnesota
JOHNSON’S WATERFOWL, 36882 160th Ave. NE, 
Middle River, MN 56737. 218-222-3556. Grey, Buff & 
White Africans, Grey & Buff Pomeranians, Brown Chi-

nese, Sebastopol & Buff geese, Rouen, Silver Appleyard, 
Pekin, White & Black Crested, Saxony, Black & Blue 
Magpies, Campbells, Penciled, White, Blue, Black, Grey 
(Mallard), and Emory Penciled Runners, White, Grey, 
Snowy & Pastel Call ducklings. Free brochure.

URCH/TURNLUND POULTRY, 2142 NW 47 Ave., 
Owatonna, MN 55060-1071. 507-451-6782. Large 
fowl: Wyandottes, Rhode Island Reds, Rhode Island 
Whites, Java, Giants, Dominique, Brahma, Langshan, 
Cochins, Dark Brown & Black Leghorn, Spanish, 
R.C. Black Leghorn, Australorp, Polish, Hamburg, 
Faverolle, Welsummer, Campine, Cubalaya, Sumatra, 
Amerancauna, Naked Neck. La Fleche, Crevecoeur, 
Sultan. Bantam: Modern Game, Rock, Rhode Island 
Red, Leghorn, Naked Neck, Polish, Ameraucana, 
Cochin, Brahma, Faverolle, Langshan, Frizzle, Silkie, 
Wyandotte, Mille Fleur, Buckeye, Old English, Ancona. 
Geese: Canada, Egyptian, China, African, Pomeranian 
Ducks: Muscovy. Turkeys: Black, Slate, Bronze, Red, 
Palm, Beltsville, Eastern Wild, exhibition fowl.

Ohio
ERIC MARKLEY, 19454 Miller Rd., Wapakoneta, OH 
45895. 419-568-7402. <markley@ohionational.org> 
White Leghorns, large fowl, bantams. Will deliver to 
poultry shows that I attend.

OAK GROVE FARM, Tom Stricker , 9660 Hemple Rd., 
Germantown, OH 45327. 937-855-4874. <tpstricker@
gtownonline.com> Polish, Phoenix, Yokohama. 

Oklahoma
C O U N T R Y  H AT C H E R Y,  D r .  D e n n i s 
P. Smith, PO Box 747, Wewoka, OK 74884. 
405-257-1236. <drdpsphdedd@yahoo.com> 
<www.countryhatchery.net> Colored and White 
Muscovy Ducklings; Pilgrim Goslings; Guinea Keets; 
Standard (Heritage) Bronze Turkey Poults; Rhode 
Island Reds. Free color brochure.

SOUTHSIDE HATCHERY, John Allison, 12447 
NS 3570, Seminole, OK 74868. 405-380-6789. 
<johnallison2589@sbcglobal.net> Large fowl: Rhode 
Island Red, Barred Rock, Deleware, Americana, 
Black Australorp, Black Sexlink, Wells Summers, Buff 
Orpington; Cuckoo Maran, Dominiques, Silver Laced 
Wyandottes; Guinea fowl: Purple, White, Pearl, and 
Lavender; Turkeys: Royal Palm and Standard Bronze; 
Peafowl; Call Ducks. Please call or write to receive 
your free brochure today. 

Pennsylvania
DICK HORSTMAN, 5 Kings Creek Rd., Burgettstown, 
PA 15021. 724-729-3701. <dickhorstman@comcast.
net> Exhibition. Quality large fowl & bantams. Eggs, 
chicks & adults.

Wisconsin
BUTCH’S BIRDS POULTRY FARM, Airling Gunder-
son, N6465 Schwantz Rd., Pardeeville, WI 53954. 
608-429-9960. <amgund@verizon.net> <www.
ButchsBirds.com> Geese, ducks, chickens, NPIP. 

PURELY POULTRY, Tyler Danke, PO Box 1065, 
Oshkosh, WI 54903-1065. 920-472-4068. <Chicks@
PurelyPoultry.com> <www.PurelyPoultry.com> Great 
prices, 200 breeds: chickens, bantams, ducks, geese, 
turkeys, guineas, peafowl, pheasants, ornamental 
pheasants, chukars and quail.

Florida
WHITE ROCK CHICKS/EGGS, 727-388-9456. 
<BabyChicks4Sale@aol.com> Antibiotic Free. $1.95 
each. Low priced Incubators & Pluckers.

South Carolina
RAMEY FARM, Gary L Ramey, 440 Surrey Race Rd., Sal-
ley, SC 29137. 408-205-8150. <geareduplyn@msn.com> 
<www.rameyfarm.com> Red Shoulder Yokohamas.

Seramas

Silkies

Sebrights

White Rocks

Yokohama
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Various

What is PoultryNet?
A prefabricated fence that arrives at your door as a complete roll 

(but still needs to be electrifi ed with an energizer). Energizer and 
additional support posts sold separately.

White vertical strings are “welded” to black/white electroplastic 
conductive horizontals. White plastic posts built into the net every 
12 ft. support the mesh. 

42 or 48 in. tall netting is available. 12 horizontals. Verticals 
every 3 in. A 164 ft. roll weighs less than 15 lbs. 

How does it work?
The close mesh spacing and the “live” horizontals present both 

a physical and a pain barrier to birds and their predators. 
To reduce energy loss, it should be moved before lush green 

grass grows into the fence. That’s simple since a 164 ft. roll can be 
installed or removed in minutes without tools. Mesh is stretched 
only hand tight.

Note: Not effective with baby chicks that are small enough to crawl 
through the net openings & therefore are not deterred by the electric shock.

 

Uses?
• To fence in most non-fl ying poultry (chickens, ducks & geese).
• To fence out dogs, foxes, coyotes, raccoons, opossum & skunks.
• To rotate poultry easily from one grass area to another.

800-282-6631
www.premier1supplies.com

Washington, IA

NEW! Poultry & Garden Products Catalog!
Ask for our 3 unique booklets—FREE!

PoultryNet™

The “Instant” Fence!

Free Shipping!
On qualifi ed internet orders.
Visit our website for details.
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• To fence out dogs, foxes, coyotes, raccoons, opossum & skunks.
• To rotate poultry easily from one grass area to another.

800-282-6631
www.premier1supplies.com

Washington, IA

NEW! Poultry & Garden Products Catalog!
Ask for our 3 unique booklets—FREE!

PoultryNet™

The “Instant” Fence!

Free Shipping!
On qualifi ed internet orders.
Visit our website for details.
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