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recycled materials. 
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cover photo is by Elijah Dixon, Colo-
rado. Elijah is 12 years old and says, 
“This is a photo of my Buff Brahma 
cock. His name is Cornelius Brown.” 
To vote for your favorite cover from 
2009, see page 36. 
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FrOm the editOr: 

America’s Cool New Pet
elaine Belanger

In the September 28, 2009 issue of The New Yorker, Ms. 
Susan Orlean writes of her experiences raising a small flock 
of chickens. She says she hadn’t yet realized “there was a 

chicken movement under way.” 
Readers of Backyard Poultry have known (and been a part 

of) this movement for a long time. As we celebrate the final 
issue of our fourth year, the magazine’s popularity continues 
to increase with each issue. Someone’s reading it, and for good 
reason—chickens are fun!

As a follow-up to Ms. Orlean’s article, NPR (National 
Public Radio) asked me to join Ms. Orlean as a guest on their 
talk show. As happened on this show, and with nearly all the 
newspaper interviews we’ve had, the first question people ask 
is why we would want to raise “smelly, noisy, stupid”…well, 
you get the picture. Really, we all know poultry are easy to 
raise, fun to spend time with, give you the best eggs you’ll 
ever eat, and provide a sense of control over your food sup-
ply and your life. They offer serenity after a hectic day at the 
office, and so much more. 

I can give a lot of reasons, but each time, it still seems to 
be lacking a defining answer. I have finally concluded it is 
something like the old Harley Davidson riders saying, “If I 
have to explain, you wouldn’t understand.” 

Even for the many readers who don’t keep just a few chick-
ens in the city as pets, we still get letters describing the pleasure 
folks find with their birds; the responsibility it has taught their 
children; the laughter they get when the turkey waits on the 
front porch for them to bring out a snack, peeking into the 
window. Everyone has a story, and their own personal reasons 
for keeping these unusual animals on their homestead.

Statement of Ownership, 
Management and Circulation

Title of publication: Backyard Poultry. Publication no. 
023374. Published bimonthly. Annual subscription price 
$21. Mailing address of publication, headquarters of general 
business offices, publisher, editor and managing editor: 
145 Industrial Dr., Medford, Taylor, WI 54451. Publisher, 
Dave Belanger; Editor, Elaine Belanger; Managing Editor: 
Anne-marie Ida. Owner: Countryside Publications, Ltd., 
Dave Belanger, 145 Industrial Dr., Medford, WI 54451. 
Known bondholders, mortgagees and other security hold-
ers owning or holding 1 percent or more of total amount 
of bonds, mortgages, or other securities: Anne-marie Ida, 
145 Industrial Dr., Medford, WI 54451. Extent and nature 
of circulation: Average no. of copies each issue during the 
preceding 12 months (actual no. of copies of single issue 
published nearest to filing date): A: Total no. of copies 
printed: 87,667 (88,000). B(1): Paid/requested outside 
county as stated on form 3541: 74,369 (66,352). B(2): Paid 
in-county subscriptions: 0 (0). B(3): Sales through dealers, 
carriers, street vendors, counter sales, and other non-USPS 
paid distribution: 10,558 (12,328). B(4): Other classes mailed 
through the USPS: 0 (0). C: Total paid and/or requested 
circulation: 84,927(78,680). D(1): Free distribution by mail: 
26 (28). E: Free distribution outside the mail: 194 (28). F: 
Total distribution: 85,121 (78,708). G: Copies not distrib-
uted: 2,546 (9,292). H: Total: 87,667 (88,000). I: Percent paid 
and/or requested circulation: 100% (100%). I certify that 
the statements made by me above are correct and complete 
/s/ David M. Belanger, Publisher, 9/29/09

Goonie Claus is patiently waiting for her 
time to deliver presents to all the good little 
keets and chicks.—Jessica Rogers, Indiana

Happy Holidays
from everyone at Backyard Poultry!

For the last seven years I have taken 
photos of our Black Lab wearing some 
kind of Christmas costume to surprise 
my family. This year I decided to make 
small Santa hats for my three bantams. It 
was truly a surprise when my family saw 
my bantams in their Santa hats. I have 
enjoyed chickens all of my life and plan to 
continue.—Dianne Johnson, Wisconsin

Elaine Belanger, Editor, Backyard Poultry was a guest on NPR 
to discuss the “chicken movement.” She is at the NPR radio 
station in Eau Claire, Wisconsin with Dean Kallenbach, Studio 
Manager.

In this issue, we address the wide variety of ways folks 
enjoy their personal aspect of poultry keeping: The showing 
of poultry, and all the fun had at a show; some strategies for 
getting poultry laws changed in your community, as well as an 
insider’s view of a poultry coop tour; ways to use your flock 
as part of the homestead; gift ideas for the flock, and the folks 
who raise them; and finally, in the “Just for fun” section, writers 
discuss the experiences they have had keeping poultry. 

Next time someone asks why in the world you would want 
to raise poultry, throw on your Backyard Poultry t-shirt, and 
tell them, “Don’t you know they are America’s cool new pet? 
But I keep them just for fun.”
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letters: Do you have something
to crow about?

We want to hear from you. Send questions, comments,
 opinions, advice, coming events, etc. to: 

Backyard Poultry Editor, 145 Industrial Dr., Medford, WI 
54451 or e-mail: byp@tds.net 

Warning: Waterer Heater Can 
Cause Electrical Fire

My husband is an electrical engineer. 
HMy husband is an electrical engineer. He 
looked at the Homemade Waterer Heater 
design in the Oct./Nov., 2009 issue (page 
20) and found it inherently utterly unsafe 
and a fire hazard for many reasons.  

Any splash in the water, either caused 
by the chickens or by bumping the waterer, 
will cause water to drip over the edge. Sur-
face tension (the effect that causes water 
to cling to even the curved surface of the 
plastic) moves the water into the space 
between the waterer and the metal pan — 
where there is a hole directly exposing 
the wiring to water. This exposes bare 

bulbs and wiring to water in an air-filled 
chamber over straw. The consequences are 
inevitable. Just having the water contact 
the metal pan encourages ungrounded 
conduction of electricity right to the floor 
under the pan.  

Secondly: Plastic waterers can leak. 
The waterer shown was never designed 
to be heated, so the plastic it's made of 
was never intended to be used with direct 
heat. Heating any plastic weakens it.  
The designers may believe they are safe 
because the temperature of the bulbs is 
relatively low, but the consequences of 
any water exposure are severe.  

Any bump, any splash, any leak—
there will be water dripping onto live 

electrical wiring that lies over a bed of 
shavings or straw in a wooden structure 
containing live animals.   

This waterer inherently exposes wir-
ing to water and I warn readers not to use 
this design.

Mrs. P. Chace
New Hampshire

Birds Ingest Ink When Using 
Shredded Paper in Nesting 

Boxes
Just a note of concern: I read the in-

put from Peggy T. about using shredded 
paper in nesting boxes. Please stop! I’ve 
been on Grampa’s farm since 1960. My 
concern is that chickens move, scratch, 
dig and peck at their bedding. When 
moving the bedding, some will get in 
food and water. They are taking ink into 
their bodies. I wanted to point that out, 
and suggest we be safe. My concern is 
for birds and owners.

Redgie Harris, Michigan

As far as I know, most newsprint is 
printed with inks made with soybean 
oil now, so there shouldn’t be a toxicity 
issue. To be safe, you could check with 
your local newspaper to make sure they 
are using vegetable dyes. As was noted 
in the original letter, you should probably 
avoid the glossy, colored inserts. These 
wouldn’t be very absorbent anyway, and 
they are more likely to contain petroleum-
based inks.

Our poultry research lab tried using 
shredded newsprint for nesting material 
quite a few years ago. It worked okay, 
except for one problem. When a hen lays 
an egg, it is wet. The newsprint sometimes 
stuck to the wet egg, and left ink marks on 
the shell. It isn’t really a health issue, but 
it is an aesthetic concern if you’re selling 
the eggs. Thanks for your letter!

Ron Kean, The Answer Man
Extension Poultry

Specialist, University Of
Wisconsin-Madison

American Poultry Association’s Officer Election
Yes – Your Vote Does Count

Pat hOrstman, secretary

american POultry assOciatiOn

It is time once again for the biannual election of officers for the American 
Poultry Association.

These are the people who will guide the APA into the future. They will be 
involved in all decision making for the organization. Their duties are many. 
They include not only financial concerns, but they must be aware of any po-
litical actions which may affect the exhibition poultry industry. They are also 
the people who will form the guidelines for sanctioned poultry shows and any 
new varieties that are admitted to the Standard of Perfection. And, they take 
on these responsibilities on a volunteer basis.

Nominations are needed for President, Vice-President, and Director from 
each of the twelve districts. If you are interested in any of these positions, please 
send a letter of intent to the APA office at PO Box 306, Burgettstown, PA 15021. 
You may also send the letter of intent by e-mail to: secretaryapa@yahoo.com. 
Nominations must be in the office before December 31, 2009. 

To be eligible to vote in the election, you must be a member in good stand-
ing on December 31, 2009, if not, you will not receive a ballot.

Ballots will be sent to eligible voters on January 26, 2010, and when re-
turned, must be postmarked by February 25, 2010. They must be in the APA 
office by March 8, 2010. 

Remember – your vote does count. 
To learn more about the APA please visit their website at www.amerpoultry-

assn.com or contact the APA secretary, Pat Horstman, via telephone at (724) 
729-3459 or e-mail secretaryapa@yahoo.com.
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Foods for Winter Flock
The recommendations about the 

health of feeding pumpkins, dandelions, 
garlic and carrots was informative. With-
out knowing any of this, we had started to 
treat our chickens to squash in the winter. 
We sort out less-than-perfect squash for 
the hens and store them in the root cellar. 
Once or twice a week we grab one, cut it 
in half and simmer it on the woodstove 
that we heat with. When it has cooled to 
lukewarm, the squash and warm water go 
out to the hens. They love it. Next year 
we’ll grow extra pumpkins instead. 

For greens, I dig kale out from the 
snow, which they also welcome with 
enthusiasm when they can’t find much in 
their pasture. They also get table scraps 
and compost which they kindly stir into 
bedding in the outdoor yard and prepare 
for our use in the garden. A handful of 
oats or corn gets the stirring done inside 
the coop. We love our wonderful hens and 
thank you for your magazine. 

Bonita Sitter, Wisconsin

Summer squash, such as zucchini, 
only stay fresh for a couple weeks after 
being picked. Winter squash can be 
stored from one to three months when 
stored in a cool, dark place. 

Squash contains potassium and 
magnesium, calcium, riboflavin, protein 
and several vitamins. Squash certainly 
has its own value as a healthy alterna-
tive for poultry treats, and can remain 
a part of the overall plan, for our birds 
and us.—Ed. 

Calendar Photo Contest
The USDA’s Animal and Plant Health 

Inspection Service (APHIS) is inviting 
amateur and professional photographers 
to enter their best poultry or pet bird 
photos in the 2011 Biosecurity For Birds 
calendar photo contest.

APHIS is interested in photos of all 
kinds of poultry, gamebirds, wild birds, 
shorebirds, and pet birds shown in a clean 
environment and without people in the 
pictures. People of all ages are encour-
aged to enter.

The winning poultry or bird photo 
(or photos) will be featured in the 2011 
Biosecurity For Birds calendar. Photos 
will be featured on the Biosecurity For 
Birds website, and some may be featured 
as screen savers on the site.

Those interested in participating can 
go to http://healthybirds.aphis.usda.gov 

Archival Quality Print 
from original oil painting.

• 9 x 12 image 
size

• non-glare matte 
finish

Send check or money order to:

Dennis Mahlkuch
c/o Winterhues Studio
N1125 Haddinger Rd. 

Monroe, WI 53566
608-325-3143

$25 
includes shipping 

& handling
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for more information and the online entry 
form. The deadline for submissions is 
January 31, 2010.

Biosecurity For Birds is a USDA 
education campaign designed to increase 
awareness of how poultry and bird own-
ers can protect their birds from infectious 
poultry diseases.

Ed Grocholski, Virginia

A 2010 calendar is also currently 
available on the USDA’s site. In past issues 
we have included contact details for the 
USDA, particularly about valid and useful 
information on biosecurity for your flock. 
Whenever we do, we also receive com-
ments from readers questioning if the mo-
tive here is another way to collect names 
for the NAIS program list. I leave that 
consideration to you to decide.—Ed.

Heated Water Bucket is from 
Farm Innovators, Inc.

I read the Oct./Nov., 2009 issue of 
Backyard Poultry and was excited to 
see the helpful hint on page 18 sent in by 
Valerie Rothert, Maine. That product is 
manufactured and marketed by our com-
pany and available on our website: www.
farminnovators.com or our catalog. It’s 
our Model FB-120 Heated Bucket.

 Dan Wort, Marketing Manager
Farm Innovators, Inc.

Heinz Awards = $1 Million
Joel Salatin receives

$100,000 Award
Joel Salatin of Swoope, Virginia, 

farmer and sustainable agriculture expert 
is one of this year’s recipients of the Heinz 
Awards and will receive a $100,000 prize.   
The Awards, given from the Heinz Fam-
ily Foundation, are in memory of the late 
Senator John Heinz. This year marks the 
15th anniversary of the awards. To high-
light the milestone, the awards had a single 
focus, that being Senator Heinz’ long-
standing commitment to the environment, 
by bestowing $100,000 awards to 10  indi-
viduals whose achievements have helped 
bring about a cleaner, greener and more 
sustainable  planet. “At this unique time 
in history, when the environment is more 
important than ever to our lives,  our econ-
omy, our national security and our future, 
it is only fitting that we focus exclusively 
on  this critical topic,” said Teresa Heinz, 
chairman of the Heinz Family Foundation. 
“These awards  honor those guardians of 
our future who value our natural resources, 

work to remove toxic  chemicals from our 
air and water, and create policies and the 
new technology that will ensure a  sus-
tainable planet for generations to come. 
In highlighting the work of some of our 
country’s  most thoughtful, innovative 
and creative individuals, we are pleased 
to shine a deserving  spotlight on their 
extraordinary achievements.”   

Joel Salatin, farmer, author and lec-
turer, received the award for creating alter-
native, environmentally friendly farming 
techniques, spawning a movement towards 
local, sustainable agriculture that  has been 
replicated by family farms around the 
country. Mr. Salatin has developed a new  
paradigm for sustainable agriculture by 
successfully challenging the commercial 
production of  chickens and beef by food 
industry giants of the 1970s. His pioneer-
ing agricultural practices  inextricably and 
beautifully interweave a food system with 
the land and have been embraced by  farm-
ers throughout the country.  

At Polyface Farm, Mr. Salatin’s 550 
acres in the Central Shenandoah Valley, he 
raises beef, sheep, chickens, pigs, rabbits 
and turkeys in a complex rotation based 
on the symbiotic relationships of these 
animals to one another and to the grass 
that is at the basis of the farm’s food chain. 
Polyface Farm nets more than $150,000 
annually, which, maintains Mr. Salatin, is 
proof that sustainable farming is a viable 
way to keep family farms together while 
producing healthy food in harmony with 
the environment. Mr. Salatin, with his bold 
confidence in the benefits of his alterna-
tive methods for a healthier planet, has 
been featured in books, periodicals and 
the 2009 documentary Food Inc. What 
began as a foray into organic farming has 
evolved into a breakthrough model for a 
sustainable agricultural system. Through 
his system for rotating animals to enhance 
their symbiotic relationships, Mr. Salatin 

Rotational grazing guru, Joel Salatin, 
wins Heinz Award for his sustainability 
methods. Photo courtesy of Ellen Martin/
Heinz Awards
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It was a sad day for everyone involved when this black bear attacked the Owen’s 
chicken coop. 

trying to catch a fourth. After explaining 
that the hen house and pen is only about 
25 yards from our house and my spouse 
is a recovering handicapped person, I was 
allowed to destroy the bear. Not something 
I really wanted to do, but the animal had 
made no attempt to run or try getting out of 
the pen when we pulled up in our pickup. 
I am quite sure that he was familiar with 
humans and being around homesteads 
looking for bird feeders or whatever.

After the game warden arrived, I 
toured him on our immediate property to 
see if we had any bird feeders or game 
feeders which might have attracted the 
bear, which we did not. I was informed 
that this was not normal. The bear turned 
out to be a small male black bear, about 
1-1/2 years old, approximately 150 pounds 
and appeared to be very healthy.

Please inform your other readers that 
it may not be just small critters or preda-
tory birds that they need to be aware of. 
We live outside of the village of East 
Concord, Vermont. 

Jerry Owen, Vermont

According to National Geographic, 
the Black bear is North America’s most 
common bear. They typically live in 
forests and are excellent tree climbers, 
but are also found in mountains and 
swamps. Black bears’ main diet consists 
of grasses, roots, berries, and insects. 
They will also eat fish and mammals—
including carrion—and easily develop a 

is accomplishing nothing less than a 
transformation of traditional agricultural 
practices, a transformation that will have 
a profound impact on farming well into 
the 21st century.   

Joel Salatin’s rotation-based pastur-
ing model was featured in the Aug/Sept, 
2007 issue of Backyard Poultry. Joel is 
the author of Pastured Poultry Profit$ 
and Family Friendly Farming, available 
from the Backyard Poultry bookstore on 
page 56. 

Additional information about the 
Heinz Family Foundation and the oth-
er  recipients is available online www.
heinzawards.net.

Predatory Critters
Although I haven’t been a subscriber 

for very long, I have read several of your 
articles concerning predators around our 
flocks and ideas as to how to keep them 
away. Needless to say, when my spouse 
and I returned home on Saturday, Septem-
ber 5 around 1:30 p.m. and found a black 
bear in our chicken pen it was a shock!

The pen is about 20' x 20', 6' tall 
poultry net which is only supported about 
4' high since our eight pullets are about 
11 - 12 weeks old.

By the time I managed to get in touch 
with the Vermont State Police and they in 
turn contacted the Vermont Game Warden, 
the bear had killed three and was in the 
process of eating the second bird while 

With the average age 
of U.S. farmers now 
over 60 years, the next 
few years will witness 
tremendous changes 
of land ownership in 
the countryside. But 
few would advise their 

children to enter such a troubled in-
dustry. Family Friendly Farming offers 
hope for stressed families, dissatis-
fied employees, and hurried/harried 
lifestyles. Based on his love of good 
farming, Salatin’s principles apply to 
all entrepreneurial family businesses. 
402 pages, $35.00

Family Friendly 
Farming

A Multigenerational 
Home-Based Business 

Testament

To order see page 56, 
call 800-551-5691, or 
visit www.backyard

poultrymag.com 

By Joel Salatin

TWO
Excellent

Books

In this classic, Joel 
S a l at i n  e x p l a i n s 
how to raise pas-
tured poultr y on 
pasture in portable, 
b o tto m l ess  p ens 
and earn $20,000 

in six months time. This hands-on 
book covers everything from taking 
care of day-old chicks to marketing 
your four-pound broilers. It will teach 
you about the benefits of pasture, 
choosing a breed, starting chicks, pen 
and pasture details, processing, com-
mon problems, marketing, and more. 
334 pages, $30.00

Pastured Poultry 
Profit$
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taste for human foods and garbage. Bears 
who become habituated to human food 
at campsites, cabins, or rural homes can 
become dangerous and are often killed—
thus the frequent reminder: Please Don’t 
Feed the Bears!

Black bears roam large territories, 
males might wander a 15- to 80-square-
mile home range.

Fall is the time black bears load up 
on food, preparing for hibernation that 
begins in October or November. They can 
double in weight from early summer to 
late fall.—Ed.

Books with Chickens Featured
With the holidays just around the 

corner, I wanted to send you some in-
formation about a couple more novels 
that include chickens as important back-
ground or characters. Both of these are 
terrific books and I think readers will love 
them as much as I did. 

Thanks again for publishing such a 
wonderful magazine!

Nancy Bent, Reference Librarian
La Grange Public Library

Illinois 

 Quite a Year for Plums: A 
Novel

by Bailey White
(Alfred A. Knopf, 1998)

This absolutely charming look at the 
idiosyncratic folks in a small Georgia 
town stars Roger, the peanut pathologist; 
his erstwhile girlfriend Della, the bird 
artist who struggles over every painting; 
and a host of other intertwined characters 
who all have opinions on what is happen-
ing in each other’s lives. Della becomes 
enchanted with the intricate plumage of a 
heritage flock of Dominiques (pictured on 

www.Critter-Cages.com
Cages and equipment for all your critters. Visit our secure online store 
or give us a call Monday to Friday 10 am to 6 pm Pacific time, Satur-
days 10 - 4.  310 832-9981 Email order@critter-cages.com

Chick-N-Barn by Ware WA 01495 - 339.99*
Chick-N-Yard by Ware WA 01496 - 139.99*
*plus shipping

Critter-Cages.Com 305 N. Harbor Blvd.  San Pedro, CA. 90731
Phone 310 832-9981 Email order@critter-cages.com

48”x 24”x 38” High

Chick-N-Hutch by Ware WA 01490 169.99*
Chick-N-Pen by Ware WA 01491 - 159.99*
*plus shipping

45”x 46”x 27” High

53”x 24”x 21” High

Premium Plus Backyard Hutch - 79.99*
*plus shipping   WA 01533

Wire Mesh Rolls (100 ft.) 
starting at $59.99*
*plus shipping

40”x 60”x 36” High

Chick-N-Nest-12.99
WA 01492
*plus shipping

Hova-Bator Incubators 
from $53.99 (4 models)

51”x 43”x 47” High
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the cover) and her painting of America’s 
oldest breed eventually ends up in the 
prestigious Birds in Art show, not to 
mention the permanent collection of the 
American Livestock Breeds Conservancy. 
A lovely book that is impossible to put 
down. Still in print in trade paperback.

 
 Future Eden: a Brief
History of Next Time

by Colin Thompson
(Simon & Schuster, 1999) 
The front cover says it all—a manic 

looking red hen, sailing through space on 
a flattened cardboard box. Turns out this 
little hen is Ethel, an almost immortal 

cOming events:
Bluebonnet Classic

Louis Pierce Pavilion
College Station, Texas

January 9, 2010
The Brazos Valley Poultry Club invites 

you to the Bluebonnet Classic to be held at 
the Louis Pierce Pavilion in College Sta-
tion, Texas on January 9, 2010. The Louis 
Pierce Pavilion is located on the Texas 
A&M campus on George Bush Blvd. and 
is a great show barn that is well lit with 
lots of room.

 There will be a junior show along with 
the open show. We have added a Backyard 
show for those who wish to show their 
backyard type poultry and again this year 
we will have our Game Cock show along 
with a Pigeon show.

 Of course we will have our world class 
raffle that is second to none, a silent auc-
tion and a 50/50 raffle. Plus we will have 
food for everyone to enjoy, along with the 
free coffee.

 Sale birds will be allowed with the 
proper TAHC permits.

 Our judges for the open show will be 
Anthony Ashley and a Texas judge to be 
named later.

 For a show catalog or more informa-
tion contact Bob Choate at rgchoate@
cobaltemail.com or Dan Dykes at dan.
dykes@sbcglobal.net; 2970 Spanish Oaks, 
Brenham, TX 77833.

 
St. Louis Metropolitan Pigeon

Fanciers Association’s All Breed 
Winter Show

Jefferson Barracks Park 
St. Louis, Missouri

January 9, 2010
 The St. Louis Metropolitan Pigeon Fan-

ciers Association Inc. (SLMPFA) is preparing 
for our 53rd Annual Winter Show. 

top poultry breeders in New South Wales 
and attend a poultry show where our 
American judges will have opportunity to 
judge internationally. We will fly to New 
Zealand and visit some poultry folks there 
and see some of the beautiful country. Be-
ing our fifth tour, your tour guide knows 
all the great spots to visit – down the roads 
where we can find plenty of wild kangaroos 
and koalas! These 15 days down under 
will change your life forever! Tour limited 
to 25 people. Cost: $4900, Deposit: $500, 
Balance due on or before May 1, 2010. 
Departure city: San Francisco, California

United Kingdom Poultry Tour
November 22-December 2, 2010

This is our very first tour to the United 
Kingdom. We are very excited for this his-
torical tour. You may notice that this tour 
takes place over Thanksgiving weekend. 
The reason for these dates, we are plan-
ning to attend the largest poultry show in 
England, averaging about 6500 entries each 
year! It takes place in Stoneleigh, about two 
hours from London. We are thrilled to have 
Mike & Sylvia Hatcher as our hosts while 
in England! Mike is the President of the 
Poultry Club of Great Britain. One of many 
other highlights will be the historical city 
of Edinburgh, Scotland. Tour limited to 20 
people. Cost: $3500, Deposit: $500, Balance 
due on or before October 1, 2010. Departing 
city: Washington DC

All the prices of the tours include all 
in country travel, roundtrip airfare (except 
U.S. tours), all motels & administrative 
costs. Your additional expenses for the 
tour is your meals and any extra spending 
money for fun and souvenirs. 

For more information see website: 
http://centerforpoultry.org or contact Jim 
Adkins,Tour Coordinator, International 
Center for Poultry, P.O. Box 3067, Sonora, 
CA 95370; 209-890-5326; jim@centerfor-
poultry.org.

The SLMPFA was founded in 1958 and 
promotes fancy, utility, performing, and 
racing pigeons in conjunction with Mount 
Pleasant Homing Pigeon Club.

In recent years we have had well over 
1,000 birds entered annually in our shows. 
We are anticipating more birds, breeds and 
exhibitors at this show. 

For more information, visit  our 
website, www.stlouispigeons.com, or 
contact Ken Stratman, 4925 Columbia, 
St. Louis, MO 63139; 314-865-1805; 
kenstratman@cbbtraffic.com.

International Center for Poultry
2010 POULTRY TOURS

Midwest USA Poultry Tour
May 26-June 1, 2010

We will gather in the beautiful city of 
Chicago on Wednesday, May 26th and return 
on June 1st. These tour dates were organized 
around the APA Semi Annual which will 
be hosted by the Southern Ohio Poultry 
Association in Lucasville, Ohio – one of the 
best poultry shows in the United States. We 
will also see some awesome Amish country 
and visit an Amish family that is very close 
friends with the tour guide. We will visit 
several great poultry breeders in Illinois, 
Indiana & Ohio including Bill & Joyce 
Wulff – former editor of Poultry Press. Their 
daughter, Jennifer Frank Wulff has recently 
become the new editor of the paper. Tour 
limited to 20 people. Cost: $1600, Deposit: 
$500, Balance due on or before March 1, 
2010. Departure city: Chicago, Illinois

Australia/New Zealand Poultry Tour 
July 6-20, 2010

This is our fifth to Australia and our first 
to New Zealand! We are thankful for our 
international relationship and look forward 
to another great tour with our Aussie friends. 
We will spend a number of days in Sydney 
where we have not been on a tour since the 
year 2000! We will again visit a number of 

space alien, who has set things in motion 
on our planet and now realizes that she’s 
made a few mistakes…humanity has al-
most died out as everything seems to be 
grinding to a halt, and Ethel finally real-
izes that she has to help Jay, her Chosen 
One, save the world. Full of classic Brit-
ish humor about stirring the gene pool, 
an Oracle that happens to be a goldfish, 
Jay’s made-from-a-rib girlfriend Kay, and 
an evil rooster, this demented comedy 
is cluckin’ wonderful (to quote Ethel). 
Unfortunately out of print, as is its se-
quel Space: the Final Effrontery (2005), 
but your library should be able to obtain 
them. 
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Call for 
Free Color 
Catalog

Call for 
Free Color 
Catalog

Brown Egg Layers
White Egg Layers
Tinted Egg Layers 
Polish    
Cochin
Rare & Fancy

Bantams
Silkies
Cochin 
Sebrights
Old English
Rosecomb
Japanese

Other Poultry
Geese
Game Birds
Juvenile Fowl
Ducks
Turkey
Guineas
  
 

Over 160 poultry 
varieties including:

1-888-568-9755  Mimimum Order, 3 Baby Chicks.

Americaʼs Premier Poultry Source!

Feeders & Waterers
Feed & Supplements
Egg Supplies
Incubators & Accessories, 
Replacement parts
Antibiotics & Supplements
Cleaners & Disinfectants
Pest Control
Anti- Pick
Identification
Processing Equipment
Brooder Supplies
Books

Coops & Cages
Electric Netting & 
Flight Netting

Pens & Nets
Poultry Shipping Boxes
Gift Shop
Small Animal Supplies
Signs & Décor

Supplies: 
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Saving ALL 
Rare Breeds

sPPa news:

However, with that said, the SPPA has 
chosen to concentrate on those breeds 
which are both old and rare. So, for ex-
ample, the Delaware breed is not found 
on our Critical List because it was created 
after 1940. We chose 1940 (beginning of 
WWII) as the cutoff date in our definition 
of what was old. 

In actuality, breeds could be further 
broken down into those which are An-
cient, from the Modern period (1600-
1845), or from the Industrial period 
(1845-1940). The Ancient fowl would 
include breeds such as the Asil, Old 
English Game (large fowl only), and the 
Dorking. While the Modern fowl would 
find within its perimeters the Crevecoeur, 
Dominique, La Fleche, Sussex, and the 
like. The Industrial period gives us such 
breeds as Brahma, Cornish, Orpington, 
and Rhode Island Reds. 

Most of the breeds listed on the Criti-
cal List are in need of dedicated breed-
ers. Some of the breeds are so rare that 
even located stock requires many hours 
of research. I know of one old breed 
that has one known breeder within the 
continental U.S. 

How do you go about choosing a rare 
breed? May I suggest the following:
1. Do basic research to find out which 
breeds would do good in your setting and 
which breeds really need saving.
2. Utilizing the SPPA Breeders Directory 
(which comes with each membership) 
locate several breeders of your chosen 
breed.
3. Try to secure stock for two or more 
lines to increase the genetic pool from 
which to begin your work, if possible.
4. If you can, take a trip to a poultry show 
or farm to see the breed you’ve chosen 
to work with.
5. Take the leap!

The SPPA exists to help you locate 
rare stock by networking with like 
minded conservationists. Join today for 
one year by sending $15 to Dr. Charles 
Everett, 1057 Nick Watts Rd., Lugoff, 
South Carolina 29078 or or online at 
http://poultrybookstore.com. 

dr. charles r.h. everett

sPPa secretary/treasurer

The Society for the Preservation of 
Poultry Antiquities (SPPA) con-

tinues to seek out breeders for heritage 
poultry breeds that are on the verge 
of extinction. One of the obstacles the 
SPPA faces is that there is no definition 
of heritage breed when applied to poultry. 
Different writers and different organiza-
tions offer their own definitions to the 
phrase which can cause even the most 
dedicated poultry enthusiast to become 
frustrated.

I often receive inquires asking why 
such and such breed, which is surely 
rare, is not on the SPPA Critical List 
(www.feathersit.com/Poultry/SPPA/SP-
PA08CritP1.html). My answer is always 
the same. The SPPA believes in helping 
breeders save any rare breed of poultry. 
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cheryl BarnaBa, shOw secretary

nOrtheastern POultry cOngress

The American Bantam Association’s 
National Show will be held at the 
Northeastern Poultry Congress in 

Massachusetts January 16-17, 2010.
An American Bantam Association 

National marks the highpoint in a year of 
exhibition poultry. A National is the most 
sought after of shows by breeders and 
exhibitors of purebred stock. The coveted 
prize of Super Grand champion at the 
National is the highest honor of the year. 
A prize won at a National is a life goal and 
will be cherished as such by the winner. 
It’s a battle royale for supremacy and well 
may the victor shout his or her glory! 

A National show has legs. It’s a show 
that travels the country giving all a chance 
to attend at least once in a lifetime. As 
the Northeastern Poultry Congress Show 
Secretary, I am proud to tell you a bit about 
this special show.

A show of such magnitude is always 
well attended. Exhibitors travel from far off 
places to vie for the chance to win the big 
prizes. People even fly in (without birds) 
just to say they have been to the National!

Northeastern Poultry Congress wel-
comes exhibitors and visitors alike. For 
exhibitors we will provide what they want 
most. Competition! For our exhibitors the 
Nation’s top judges have been hired. Exhibi-
tors are also treated to $2,500 in cash prizes, 
rosettes and special handmade pottery.

The display at the Congress will be 
magnificent. The show has long aisles 
with all single tiered cages, which are 
perfect for viewing. It’s going to be a site 
to remember.

The Northeastern Poultry Congress 
is also seeing to it that it will be a most 
interesting show. We have lined up an in-

formative lecture series. The top of the list 
is the most popular “Ask the Experts” with 
Don Schrider. This informal discussion 
panel is packed with experts just waiting 
to answer your most detailed poultry ques-
tions. Dan Honour of Millerton, New York 
will be doing a discussion on buff color. 
Dan is a lifelong buff expert and loves to 
talk about this most elusive color. Dan’s 
lecture will help to make your buffs spot 
on! Poulin Grain will be talking about 
poultry nutrition. Learn from Poulin’s 
chief nutritionist about translating feed 
into fabulously healthy chickens. Joel 
Henning, an expert breeder of Polish will 
be doing a talk on crested breeds. Abso-
lutely anyone who is into crested birds 
should make tracks to attend this lecture. 
I am certain you will learn some great tips 

from Joel. Dr. Joan Smyth of University of 
Connecticut will be providing an anatomy 
lesson for us. We have all had the sad 
experience of wondering what killed that 
chicken. Dr. Smyth will help by showing 
us what goes on inside a predeceased bird. 
Yes, this is a hands-on wet lab! Attendees 
will be broken down into groups and shown 
how to properly post a dead chicken. Then 
Dr. Smyth will visit with each group and 
point out just what’s happening in there. 
This is a unique and wonderful opportunity 
to learn poultry from the inside out. I guess 
the squeamish among us may opt to skip 
this lab! Joseph Marquette, SPPA Editor, 
will speak on rare breeds. Our lecture series 
will culminate with the ABA General Meet-
ing. This is where members and interested 
people learn what’s new with the nation’s 
premiere poultry organization. The meeting 
will be presented by the ABA president, 
Jeff Halbach. Also on hand will be the vice 
president, Matt Lhamon. 

There will be many information tables 
this year at the Congress. At the head of 
the list is the ABA’s table. Karen Unrath, 
the dedicated and knowledgeable ABA 
Secretary will be there to answer your 
questions and will have ABA merchan-
dise, clothing, books, and membership 
information. The breed club tables at a 
National are fun. The breed clubs would 
like nothing more than for you to stop by 
and ask a few questions. 

Howard Kogan of Falling Tree Farm 
will be conducting two show hall tours on 
Saturday. Howard will guide participants 
through the spacious hall and explain the 
fine points of showing poultry. Howard is 

Unique Show Program
Offers Something 

for Everyone
American Bantam Association’s National Show

Northeastern Poultry Congress 
West Springfield, Massachusetts

January 16-17, 2010

Channia Lounsbery with her Buff Silkie 
and Grandfather Lou Smith at the 2008 
Northeastern Poultry Congress. 

ShOw Details

Judges: Warren Carlow, Jim Sallee, 
Jeff Halbach, Tommy Lee, Lew Cun-
ningham, Clell Agler, Matt Lhamon, 
and Paul Kroll. 
Showmanship Judges: Dan Castle, 
Donna Schopac, Lindsay Halbach, 
and Melissa Cunningham.
National Meets: Modern Game 
Bantam Club of America, Cochins 
International, International Cornish, 
North American Hamburg Society, 
the Belgian d’Anver Club, and the 
International Waterfowl Breeders 
Association. 
District Meets: American Poultry 
Association, Plymouth Rock Fanciers 
Club, Nankin Club of America, the 
Rosecomb Bantam Federation, the 
American Lanshan Club, and the Wy-
andotte Bantam Club of America.
Visit www.Poultrycongress.com for 
updates and additional show infor-
mation.
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an expert in the Nankin bantam so it will 
also be fun for you to pick his brain on this 
rare and beautiful breed. 

Did I mention that admission to the 
building is free, as are the educational 
programs and tours? 

Some exhibitor’s spouses are just not 
that into chickens. For those folks there 
will be an organized local shopping trip! 
So you can shop till you drop and be back 
at the hotel in time for the Sunset Social. 
This is a party of sorts presented by the 
Poultry Congress for its exhibitors and 
hotel guests. I personally love the evening 
poultry chats. This is where I learn the 
best stuff. It’s also where I have made 
lifelong friends. 

Junior exhibitors staying at the host 
hotel with us also have their own social 
hour this year! The members of the Con-
gress are pleased to be able to host a pizza 
party for the Juniors. It’s our hope that the 
kids will mimic the adults and come out to 
make new friends and talk turkey. 

This year’s Congress show features an 
expanded sales area. We are expecting a 
larger than normal amount of sale birds. 
This year the Congress is also offering 
egg-laying pullets as part of a fundraiser. 
Remember the best sell out fast, so if 

there is something you’re looking for get 
there early. 

Peter Brown of First State Vet Supply 
will be at the Congress. He will bring 
everything the poultry enthusiast will 
need. Save on shipping and buy at the 
show! Elaine Belanger, editor of Backyard 
Poultry will be in attendance! Please stop 
by her table and tell her how much you 
appreciate this great poultry publication. 

There are some great raffles to talk 
about. Big is the best word I can think of. 
We have got all kinds of chicken-related 
items. There is also a terrific bird raffle. 
This is a huge hit with our chicken gam-

The chicken tractor that 
works and lasts.

Quail Manufacturing • Partridge, KS 67566  

Call 877-567-5617
www.eggcartn.com

• Compact and easy to move
• Upper level provides space for feed, 
   water, two nests, and predator safe roosting
• Lower level is for scratching and grazing
• Measures 4' x 6' and accommodates 12 hens
• Affordable, shippable, and easy to 
  assemble
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displays, along with a gamut of showman-
ship classes. 

The Congress is a perfect first show. 
Its perfect because of its size and volume 
of knowledge contained within. You will 
find your fellow exhibitors very helpful at 
your first show. Don’t be intimidated! You 
will be glad you chose such a memorable 
event to start showing chickens. 

Anyone interested in showing, breed-
ing or selling purebred bantam chickens is 
encouraged to join the American Bantam 
Association. New members receive a copy 
of the latest yearbook, which is extremely 
handy in your search for stock. You will 
also receive the ABA Quarterly. The 
Quarterly is an exceptional newsletter that 
is packed with substantial articles dealing 
with every aspect of bantam chickens. The 
benefits of membership are too many to list 
here. Check them out at bantamclub.com.

Remember: There is no admission 
to this American Bantam Association 
National Show. Visitors are welcome to 
attend lectures, educational programs 
and tours and to stay at the host hotel and 
enjoy the after dinner chicken chat with 
us. There will be stuff for visitors to buy 
(including meals). If you are into poultry 
this is the perfect way to spend the day. 

There is more info on the ABA Na-
tional at the Northeastern Poultry Con-
gress’s website, www.Poultrycongress.
com, including the show catalog, Junior 
info, hotel info and details on how to enter 
birds in the show. The dates of the show are 
January 16-17, 2010. The show is located 
in West Springfield, Massachusetts at the 
Big E Fairgrounds. Note: visitors should 
plan to attend on Saturday. We hope you 
can come and enjoy the show with us!

To learn more about the American 
Bantam Association, visit: www.bantam-
club.com; write: P.O. Box 127, Augusta, 
NJ 07822; call: (973) 383-8633 or see 
their ad on page 49. 

blers. Top breeders donate birds and these 
birds go home with the lucky ticket hold-
ers. New this year will be an Eggs Alive 
egg raffle. The Congress will have a silent 
auction of fertile eggs donated by high stake 
breeders. So prepare your incubators! 

If you’re a kid, this is hands down the 
best Junior show in New England ever. 
There are so many things going on I can’t 
list them all here (please see poultrycon-
gress.com for a list). Some of the high-
lights are: In the Junior show Silver rules 
the day. The Congress is offering won-
derful Silver Trophy Belt buckles for the 

A lineup of novice showman at the 2008 poultry show.

following: Champion Jr Bantam, Champ 
Jr Waterfowl, Champion Jr Largefowl and 
Supergrand Champion Junior Bird. To this 
list more silver is offered by the APA – ABA 
Youth Program. Champion Jr Bantam, and 
Champion Jr Bantam Waterfowl are winning 
really nice silver bracelets. Another remark-
able Junior award has been posted by our 
club member Shawn Streeter. Mr. Streeter is 
donating a lifetime ABA Membership to the 
winner of the Senior Showmanship Class. 
This is the most thoughtful member award 
I have ever seen. Thank you Shawn, now 
study up Seniors! The Jr. program is also 
hosting Poster contests, Judging contests, 
General Knowledge exams, Educational 

SWEETER HEATER 
 BROODERS - CHICKEN COOPS – HEN HOUSES

ADVANTAGES
• Energy efficient • Trouble free• No hot spot 
• Will not burn • Improves circulation • Lower 

stress • Improved comfort • Natural • Easily 
sanitized by washing with disinfectant
• No bulbs to break • No fire hazard

Visit http://www.sweeterheater.com 
to order/information. 

Click the      logo when ordering for 
free shipping in continental USA. 

Visit www.sweeterheater.com  to 
order / information” and “click 
the logo for free shipping in con-
tinental USA” on two lines at the 
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Frank hyman

nOrth carOlina

In 30 years as a political activist 
I’ve won four races as a campaign 
manager, served on a city council, 

helped start political organizations, been 
president of a neighborhood association 
and worked on issues like affordable 
housing, living wage and recycling. But 
I never once imagined I would be work-
ing to change the laws to allow people to 
have backyard chickens. 

But my wife Chris, who thinks 
of hens as “pets with benefits”—and 
many of our friends—wanted backyard 
chickens. Our city—Durham, North 
Carolina—didn’t allow them. Since I try 
to be a good husband, I threw my lot in 
with a group that Chris and others had 
named HENS; meaning Healthy Eggs in 
Neighborhoods Soon. 

The good news is that we have Healthy 
Eggs in Neighborhoods Now, but it didn’t 
come easily or quickly. And more than once 
our success was in doubt. At the start only 
two of the seven council members were 
strong advocates and the others were either 
uncertain or inclined to be opposed. But in 
the end, after nearly a year of steady—and 
mostly enjoyable—work, we won. 

If you want to make backyard hens 
legal in your town, my most succinct 
advice is to: Get Organized, Get Allies, 
Don’t Give Up.

Here’s how we did just that. 

the animal control staffs all recalled about 
2-3 complaints per month about noisy or 
loose hens (compared to thousands of 
complaints a month about dogs). 

Quoting these people in our brochures 
and at public hearings was very effective 
in getting citizens, the press, city staff 
and city council members to get off the 
fence and support our cause. We sounded 
knowledgeable and trustworthy. When 
opponents in the press or at hearings 
argued against hens, they sounded unin-
formed and irrational by comparison. 

Our Message
We crafted some simple messages 

and avoided others. We didn’t want 
roosters, so we always emphasized first 
that we were against having roosters. 
We even admonished our allies who 
used the word “chickens” to say “hens” 
instead. We also insisted that advocates 
not threaten council members with defeat 
at the polls. Face it, hens are not going to 
be a make it or break it issue at election 
time. Elected officials know it and you 
should too. Don’t make threats. 

Part of our message was to create a 
map of North Carolina, where each of 
the major cities that allowed hens was 
marked with a nest with eggs in it. Dur-
ham was represented by an empty nest 
with no eggs. How sad!

We also created a simple brochure 
with the 1) bullet points about the virtues 
of backyard hens, 2) a debunking of some 
of the concerns and complaints and 3) our 
contact info and 4) a plug for our beauti-
ful T-shirts with our motto: “raise hens, 
gather eggs, eat local.”

Getting Allies
Petitions

Our most receptive audience was at a 
music festival, where we set up a table with 
our brochures, T-shirts and a petition next 
to some folks who built chicken coops. 
Some places that might seem friendly to 
your cause—like farmers markets—may 
have rules against this kind of activity, so 
be sure to ask for permission. 

No matter how many names are on a 
petition though, elected officials will not 
necessarily be persuaded. Why? Because 
they figure that there are more citizens out 
there who did not sign the petition. Sad, 
but true. Showing up with just a petition 
for your cause is a common way to lose. 
(We watched it happen in a city near us 
during our campaign.) You still want to 

Strategies for Legalizing 
Hens in Your Community

Members of HENS at a coop-warming party held for the first (legal) chicken coop in 
Durham, North Carolina. 

city chickens:

Getting Organized
Organizational Meetings

Through word-of-mouth and email 
messages, we started out with 5-10 people 
with varying levels of knowledge about 
hens. Gathering at a large table in the office 
of a community gardening non-profit called 
SEEDS (South Eastern Efforts Designing 
Sustainable Spaces), we held hour-long 
meetings once or twice a month for most 
of a year (so be patient). To keep meetings 
productive and well-attended, we stayed 
focused on only four things: 1) short reports 
on everyone’s work since the last meeting, 
2) deciding what work needed to happen 
before our next meeting, 3) who would do 
it and 4) a tiny bit of socializing and noshing 
to keep things fun. 

Research
Part of getting organized is making 

sure that your team knows more about this 
issue than your opponents or government 
officials. Otherwise you can’t respond to 
questions or be persuasive. The good news 
is you can split this work amongst your-
selves; “many hands make light work.” 

One of the jobs we divvied up was 
calling the animal control officers and 
public health directors of the cities in 
North Carolina that already allowed 
chickens to ask them: 1) what concerns 
they had, 2) how many and 3) what kind of 
complaints they had from citizens. Across 
the board the public health directors had no 
problems (especially about Avian flu) and 
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effect. When they answer these questions, 
they will be giving you a roadmap that 
shows you how to get a majority of them 
to support you. 

Some of our elected officials were 
concerned about Avian flu, so someone 
from the local health department came 
to public hearings to reassure them. 
Others were concerned about giving 
neighbors a chance to have their ob-
jections heard, so the final ordinance 
includes a process for that, though it’s 
very unlikely that an objection would 
be factual enough to block a citizen 
from having hens. 

When we learned of one council 
member’s reputation for being swayed 
by the testimony of young people, we 
made sure some teens from SEEDS spoke 
about their desire for hens. We also had an 
entire 4th grade class come to the podium 
at one hearing. 

Don’t Give Up
Public Hearings

In the beginning many advocates 
thought we would just explain how great 
backyard hens were and the city council 
would give us their blessing. But before 
it even got to the city council, we had 
to turn out our supporters before two 
different planning committees for votes 
that were a couple of months apart; sort of 
dress rehearsals for going before council. 
We won both of these preliminary votes 
because we had our facts straight and had 
already lined up support from other orga-
nizations and the staff. But we also made 
sure to ask members of these committees 
their concerns so we could address them 
specifically. 

To get a final vote from the city coun-
cil we had to attend a half-dozen “work 
sessions” before the council as opponents 
brought up their objections—diseases, 
noise, smell, and various ones that were 
kind of silly to us—that Durham was 
‘urban’ and hens should only be in rural 
areas, that roosters had pecked at some-
one’s legs when they were young, etc.—
but we treated these objections and the 
people raising them with respect. After 
all, these same people might be the allies 
we need on a future issue.

By getting organized, getting allies 
and refusing to give up, we went from a 
situation where even our allies on staff 
thought we might lose to eventually get-
ting a unanimous 7-0 vote allowing back-
yard hens from the city council. 

share the petition with officials, but the 
real value of the petition is to help your 
group acquire allies. When people signed 
our petition, many included their email 
addresses. This gave us a list of hundreds 
of people we could alert about our HENS 
meetings and pubic hearings in front of 
elected officials. Twenty live bodies at a 
hearing are more valuable than 2,000 dry 
signatures on a piece of paper. But the peti-
tion helps you get those live bodies. 

And when someone does sign, it gives 
your people a good ego boost, which is 
important in a long civic campaign. 

Government Staff
When elected officials are making a 

decision, they want to know where their 
staff people stand. 

So you want to have a good relation-
ship with the staff people; especially 
the planning director, the city attorney 
and the city manager. Fortunately for 
us, a person on the staff of the planning 
department was a strong ally from the 
beginning. By respecting their opinion 
and their time, one of your best allies 
will be the staff people who would be 
developing this ordinance—with your 
help—and then enforcing it. 

We also met with our local animal 
control office to make sure they felt as if 
they had the resources to handle the few 
calls that allowing hens might entail. One 
of the easiest ways to make an enemy is to 
ignore the very staff people who’s work 
will be affected by this change.

The Press
We made a point of keeping local 

reporters and bloggers aware of what we 
were doing. This topic has a lot of human 
interest (and opportunities for photos and 
puns: “Raising Cain Over Raising Hens,” 
HENS Flocking to Council Meeting,” 
etc.) so some of them will be inclined to 
help you get the word out and debunk 
some of the false notions about hens; 
noise, smell, disease, etc. 

Other Civic Groups
Many of our members went to their 

neighborhood associations and were 
able to get votes of support from them. 
This helped us turn out more people at 
public hearings and to show the elected 
officials that most reasonable people 
supported backyard hens when they 
had the facts. 

Elected Officials
I include elected officials as poten-

tial allies, because it’s important not to 
succumb to the notion that they are the 
enemy. Even if they say they are opposed, 
many of them can be persuaded if they 
are given the facts and are exposed to 
the broad support that your work can 
engender. 

To get an elected official on board as 
an ally, it is important to get a face-to face 
meeting between them and a handful of 
your members. Email is dandy, but it’s 
no substitute for a real meeting, so keep 
calling until they give you a date for a 30 
minute meeting. As elected officials they 
work for the public and the reasonable 
ones will meet with you. When you do 
meet with them, specifically ask them 
“What are your concerns about allowing 
backyard hens?” and “What information 
would help you feel comfortable sup-
porting backyard hens?” or words to that 

A close-up of the shirt sold as a fundraiser 
to pay for brochures, a banner, etc. 

Sarah Rackley with one of her hens at the 
coop warming party. 
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andrea aBel, texas

PhOtOs By JOhn c. rOBinsOn

On a grey drizzly April Saturday, an estimated 1,000 
Austinites participated in the city’s first ever coop 
tour. The self-guided Austin Funky Chicken Coop Tour 

(FCCT) included 18 different backyard coops in and around 
Austin showcasing innovative and fanciful design and proving 
that a tour can be organized on a shoestring budget.

It started innocently enough with an October 2008 posting 
on the Austin Texas Poultry Group listserve: Would anybody 
be interested in organizing a local chicken coop tour?

With a motto of “Keep Austin Weird,” the city is a delightful 
blend of hippies, musicians, academics, politicos, government 
folks, and more than a smattering of engineers and software 
developers. And, like the rest of the nation, many seem to be 
drawn to the burgeoning hobby of poultry keeping.

After a flurry of listserve postings, Carla Allen, Tracie 
Downing, Judith Haller, and Michelle Hernandez convened 
over coffee, forming the FCCT planning committee and got 
down to business.

Undeterred by a total budget of $0, they employed tech-
savvy and ingenuity. Folks volunteered their coops through 

the poultry listserve. The committee started a website (www.fc-
cooptour.blogspot.com) hosted by Downing with downloadable 
flyers, an interactive map of coop locations and descriptions, 
and a litany of other poultry resources. Haller wrote a press 
release which the committee blasted to various media sources 
including bloggers, community newspapers, free magazines, 
and online event calendars.

Coops on the tour ranged from the highly utilitarian to those 
worthy of a mention in Architectural Digest. While some of 
the design features were purely ornamental, the coop owners 
hatched a number of innovative ideas worth sharing. Unfortu-
nately, space doesn’t permit sharing every creative coop.

Scott Burton and his family have owned chickens since 2004 
in their compact Central Austin backyard with a current flock 
of three hens. While researching coop designs, Burton’s wife 
showed him a photo of a French lavender farm. “It had a lovely 
stone cottage with fields of lavender behind it,” said Burton. 
The house was a bit more ambitious than he anticipated creat-
ing for the hens, but after some consideration, Burton realized 
that he could give the coop a Provence cottage-like feel with 
stucco instead of stone. 

And while at the hardware store, he came upon the per-
fect building material: hardy board concrete siding molded 
like stucco. “It’s not going to rot, and it can get wet,” Burton 

One goal of any 
coop tour is to 
show folks who 
are considering 
raising chickens, 
or have simply 
never been 
around them, 
just how fun and 
friendly they can 
be. Here Traci 
Hiller holds a 
hen for young 
visitors to pet.

Tracie Downing’s Barred Cochins and coop impress the curious 
and offer visitors a fine example of how easy poultry keeping 
can be.

Sometimes 
we humans 
don’t have 

to say a 
word, letting 

the birds 
speak for 

themselves, 
as shown 

here.
Scott Burton’s hardy board “stucco” chicken coop and run were 
originally designed after a French lavender farm.

Austin’s Funky
Chicken Coop Tour
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The back side and chicken run of Scott Burton’s coop. 

Back of Scott 
Burton’s coop 

including rear door 
with mural of three 

French hens. Note 
the inexpensive, 

natural roosts.

Design of coop interior
courtesy of Scott Burton.

remarked. A 4' x 8' piece of plywood flooring determined the 
coop’s dimensions. Then, Burton built the walls out of hardy 
board sinking it into the dirt for added predator control. Three 
different colors of yellow paint gave the coop a faded stucco 
effect. Atop went a tin roof, and a 10'x10' wire chicken run 
was attached to the side of the coop. With the doors left open 
from the coop to the run, “It makes it maintenance free if I go 
out of town,” said Burton.

Burton incorporated some useful design features into 
the coop. On the roof, he installed a ridge vent for improved 
ventilation  —a key element along with the coop’s windows for 
long, hot Texas summers. In the winter, Burton stuffs news-
papers into the vents for added insulation. Another feature for 
coping with heat is a simple misting hose attached to a 2x4 
across the roof of the chicken yard. “I really only use it if it’s 
ridiculously hot. It attaches to the garden hose,” he said.

The coop has a large front door and a long low back door 
at floor level. “I can open the front door and the back door for 
easy cleaning,” Burton shares. On the outside, the back door 
is adorned with a mural painted by Burton’s mother-in-law of 
three French hens, adding to the French country theme. Burton 
placed the roosting bar in the space above the long, low back 
door. Below the roosting bar sits a removable bin filled with 
hay and a false floor made from chicken wire. Burton simply 
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removes the bin and dumps out the hay and droppings for easy 
cleaning. Burton explained he got the idea from looking at 
designs on the internet.

The last design feature is the ultimate high tech, yet handy, 
gadget. “I bought a little webcam. The wire runs straight from 
the coop, across the trees, into the house, and plugs into the back 
of the tv. Video 1: TV. Video 2: DVD, Video 3: Chicken Cam. I 
checked the chicken cam one night. They’ve got little infrared 
lights on the cam so you can see at night. We were looking at 
it, and we see two little glowing tiny eyes,” said Burton. To 
maintain Burton’s dignity, the subsequent escapade of “ratting 
out” the predator in the dark won’t be revealed. But in the end, 
those two glowing eyes belonged to a ferocious mouse!

While Tracie Downing’s coop is equally nifty, her combi-
nation chicken tractor and raised vegetable beds in her quaint, 
shady East Austin backyard create a perfect symbiotic rela-
tionship. Downing gets her garden beds fertilized and tilled 
up while the hens scratch for bugs, take a dust bath, or search 
for pebbles. To build her infrastructure, she got as many free 
materials as possible off craigslist and from the Habitat for 
Humanity ReStore.

Downing described, “The tractor is 2' x 8' x 28" tall and 
fits directly on top of several 2' x 8' raised vegetable beds.” For 
the sides and corners of the eight foot length, Downing used 
2 x 2 boards with 2 x 4 boards running on the twp foot width 
of the tractor. The sides are covered in hardware cloth. Most 
of the roof is covered in a 5-1/2' piece of metal roofing. The 
rest is covered by a 2' x 2-1/2' hinged door made from 2 x 2s 
and chicken wire. The door closes with a spring latch to deter 
raccoons. “I attached a piece of 2 x 2 to the inside underneath 
where the metal roof meets the hinged door that allows me to 
hang a feeder from it. It swivels so that when I need to fill it 
with food I can swivel it to the door opening, and when I’m 

Hugh and 
Claudette 
Lowe’s coop 
tour stop 
offered an 
attractive, 
spacious 
coop and an 
example of 
a door on a 
timer that 
automatically 
shuts the hens 
in at dusk.

Inside Scott Burton’s coop, showing interior red roosting bar 
with removable plastic storage bin for droppings.

done I can swivel it under the metal roof in order to protect the 
food from getting rained on,” said Downing. 

To secure the tractor to the raised garden bed, Downing 
affixed hasps on each end with one part on the tractor and the 
other part on the raised bed. When she’s ready to plant the bed, 
she moves the tractor to another spot.

2010 Coop Tour: Saturday, April 3, 2010; 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m. For more information visit www.austincooptour.org or 
contact Judith Haller, pr@austincooptour.org.
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Left: Tracie Downing’s chicken tractor, coop and storage shed 
demonstrate that yards can be small and neat, and still provide 
plenty of space for chickens and a garden.
Above: Tracie demonstrates how she uses the chicken tractor 
on her raised garden bed. Tracie is in the light green, author 
Andrea Abel is in pink.
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Tear Down the Old 
Building & Rebuild

michele JOBgen

illinOis

We built our coop almost totally 
using recycled materials. We 

bought about $9 worth of screws. We 
recycled a barn that was falling in at a 
neighbor’s farm. We used whole pieces 
of the barn walls for the coop’s walls and 
floor. We used scraps of tin for the roof 
given to us by another neighbor. The 
old tin nesting box was actually on the 
property when we moved here. We just 
added plywood bottoms because they 

had rusted through. We screwed some 
shelf supports into the walls and screwed 
branches (instead of boards) about 2" 
thick for our roosts. The can on top of the 
waterer keeps them from roosting on it, 
helping the water stay clean longer. The 
bungee cords on the feeder let us know 
when it’s getting low without having to 
enter the coop.

Move an 
Old Building 
to a New Site

marci FOuts

cOlOradO

Our chicken love-story started out like 
many others. Newly moved to clean 

country living in northern Colorado from 
metropolitan Phoenix, we started out with 
a small flock of six chickens in an A-frame 
portable coop in the backyard. We had 
many trials and tribulations; learning how 
to raise chicks, deciding when it was okay 
to turn the heat lamp off; how to dust for 
lice, etc. The next door neighbor’s dog 
wiped out all of the flock except for one 
bird who was renamed Lucky. We started 
again and moved our portable coop to 
a safer location with a better fence. Our 
daughters, ages 8 and 10, were so excited 
when the first egg was discovered and 
they tried to guess which hen had laid the 
precious prize. Then it was onto the fair, 
where our oldest daughter won Grand 
Champion, Standard Other Breed, for her 
Ameraucana; the trophy was bigger than 
the bird. And that was it, we were hooked. 
We added more exotic breeds to our flock: 
bantam Sebrights, Frizzles and Silkies; 
and some new layers, giant silver Cochins 
and the reliable Leghorn. Before we knew 
it, we needed a bigger coop.

We live in a small town that contin-
ues to see development. While this is a 
positive thing for our economy, we feel 
a small twinge of disappointment each 
time we drive by a farm that has a for sale 
sign in front of it by a large developer. 
Such was the case for the building that 
we saved.

The Jobgen family used boards from an old barn for the walls and floor of their new coop. 

The roost is a branch from the yard, and the nest boxes were found on the property, with 
plywood added since the bottoms had rusted through. The loose tin can on the waterer 
keeps the birds from jumping or sitting on it, resulting in a much cleaner unit.

hOusing: Renew, Reuse, Recycle
4 Coop Plans Made From Recycled Materials
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On the corner of Eisenhower and 
I-287 is an old brick farmhouse, along 
with several farm buildings, that look as 
if they have stood there for 100 years. 
Unfortunately, it was on the corner of a 
busy intersection and was prime location 
for a convenience store or gas station; so 
the land was for sale and the buildings 
were to be demolished. We felt if we 
could save at least one of the buildings, 
we were doing our small part in continu-
ing to maintain our community’s farming 
heritage; not to mention keeping perfectly 
good materials from heading to the local 
landfill.

We called the developer, who gave us 
his permission to take one of the build-
ings from the site. We selected a small 8' 
x 8' building that sat on a 2' high concrete 
foundation and had been used to hang 

chickens after they had been slaughtered. 
It was full of trash, mice, bugs and cob-
webs; but we could see its potential. We 
recruited some help and set about freeing 
our new coop from its current foundation 
and surrounding trees.

We thought that it would be a piece 
of cake to push the building onto the 
flatbed trailer, but that turned out not 
to be the case. The idea was to pull the 
building onto the flatbed atop two round 
poles using a come along; however, 
the bottom slats of siding on the build-
ing started to crush and shred as they 
snagged and got caught on the poles. 
Putting their creative heads together, the 
guys slid a round pole horizontally under 
the building and rolled it slowly across 
the long poles onto the trailer. It was a 
slow process and took almost four hours 
to move the building from its foundation 
to the trailer.

After strapping the building down 
tightly, we had an eight-mile drive to 
the new location. It was slow going, 
but our new coop made it safely and 

The original building wasn’t much to look at, but the Fouts family saw the potential.

The Fouts loaded the old building onto a 
flatbed truck, and hauled it to the home 
site, below.

was ready to be lowered onto its new 
foundation using chains and the good 
old John Deere. The new 2 x 4 lumber 
foundation was built with a solid wood 
floor on 4 x 4 skids with large eye hooks 
on the ends so that the building could 
easily be pulled with a tractor to what-
ever location we desired; and the coop 
was secured to the new foundation using 
20 lag bolts.

Then the fun work began. With 
paint scrapers in hand, we painstakingly 
scraped off 30 years of dried paint and 
old wood splinters; removed old rotted 
window panes and pulled lots of rusty 
nails. We went back to the farmstead and 
found an old wooden door on another 
of the buildings that we modified to fit 
our coop. We pulled down cobwebs and 
scoured the inside so that it was clean and 
sterile, and built new nesting boxes and 
roosting ladders. The old wood on the 
outside was so thirsty, it soaked up three 
layers of paint as we painted the building 
and trim to match our barn. We purchased 
fence panels that are used to make a dog 
run and wrapped the chicken yard around 
the side and back of the building to ensure 
that regardless of sun location, our flock 
had plenty of shade.

We moved our flock into their new 
home on a rainy Saturday afternoon. It 
was wonderful to watch them inspect 
their new quarters. They had plenty of 
space to walk around, scratch in fresh 
shavings and perch on their roosts, 
even with stormy weather outside. Our 
recycled chicken coop has become a 
beautiful addition to our property and 
we feel good knowing that we were 
able to take something old and make it 
new again.

With a bit of paint, new windows and lots of elbow grease, the coop is a lovely home for 
the Fouts’ birds.
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Indigenous Materials 
& Friends Donations 

Jayne lantz

indiana

This is our chicken coop made from 
items friends and neighbors had ly-

ing around. We have 30 chickens at the 
present time living in the house.

The chicken coop is built with 75% 
recycled materials, galvanized roofing, 
2 x 4s, and stone. The inside walls have 
hickory flooring left over from our son’s 
house. The main expenses were concrete, 
the outside cage and wire. The pen is 8' 
x 16', and the coop is 8' x 8'. 

We will be adding chicken wire along 
the sides of the cage for predator protec-
tion and we have chicken wire along the 
top of the pen also. We would have liked 
to have free range chickens but too many 
predators including fox, coyote, dogs and 
muskrat prevent that.

Many hours have been put into build-

ing this coop but my husband enjoyed 
doing it, and having our friends and 
neighbors admire it as it was being built.

The young birds on the left have a 
beautiful coop and—at least for now—
clean nest boxes ready for use when they 
begin laying. 

This closeup of the door to the run shows 
the large spaced fencing. The Lantz family 
will add chicken wire around the entire 
run to keep out the numerous predators. 

Using stone from the property ensures a coop that will last a lifetime. The firewood 
behind the coop offers another natural option for building a coop—cordwood building. 
A cordwood coop building instructions can 
be found in the book, Chicken Coops, by
Judy Pangman, available from Backyard 
Poultry bookstore on page 56.
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Use What 
You Have Now

Rocky Mountain 
Rooster’s Coop 

Bed & Breakfast— 
Hens Welcome! 

the griesemers

cOlOradO

We got three Barred Rock hens and 
one Rhode Island Red rooster this 

spring and wanted to make sure they had 
great “accommodations” so my husband 
built this 12' x12' chicken coop with an 
attached 12' x 12' run. We call it The 
Rooster’s Coop Bed & Breakfast. They 
sleep in, come and go as they please and 
each hen lays nearly one egg a day for us. 
These are our first chickens ever and we 
can’t wait to add more to our flock!

We started our chicken journey in 
April, 2009 with four hens. They were 
the cutest little things. We named the 
littlest chick “Peep” because that was all 
she could do. What a precious little thing. 
We kept them in a 2' x 4' x 4' wooden 
coop with two little nests and thought this 
would be perfect for them. After all, they 
were so tiny and seemed to be very con-
tent to cuddle for warmth. Things were 
going wonderfully and we couldn’t wait 
for our hens to turn six months old so we 
could have fresh eggs! We were reading 
all about raising chickens and were trying 
to be prepared. We had a heat lamp, lots 
of fresh food and water and we would 

spend loads of time with them, talking 
to them and bonding.

Month after month, our hens were 
growing, having all the feed, scratch, 
bread, oatmeal, cornbread and veggies, 
that their little hearts desired. We thought 
it was funny though, that little Peep was 
filling out differently than the other 
hens...and we thought her colors were 
just gorgeous. Three Barred Rock hens 
and one Rhode Island Red hen...what a 
perfect flock! 

To make a long (and very obvious) 
story short, we learned that little Peep 
wasn’t a hen, but a rooster. One day 
we heard this little “hen” making the 
strangest sound, and we looked at each 
other and just laughed. Our little Peep 
was growing up and had just tried his 
very first crow! After a few short weeks, 
Peep was crowing and quite proud to 
be doing so. We decided that three hens 
wouldn’t be enough for this little guy, 
so we got two more hens, a Lakenvelder 

The Griesemers had a perfect flock of 
three Barred Rock hens and one Rhode 
Island Red hen…until the Rhode Island 
Red began crowing.

and a Brown Leghorn, both beautiful. 
And Peep was very happy his flock was 
growing...with all hens. 

We decided that their little 2' x 4' x 4' 
just wouldn’t do it, so we took an extra 
12' x 12' x 12' loafing shed and turned it 
into their new home. We filled the loaf-
ing shed’s dirt floor with hay, packed it 
in very tightly, and then put plywood on 
top of that. 

Then we took 3" foam insulation, 
lined the walls and ceiling with that, 
and put plywood sheets on top of the 
insulation. On the front wall, we added 
a small window with a screen, a walk 
in door with glass and screens, and a 
little walk out door for the chickens. 
Next we built six nests, put hay in them, 
put up four roosts, separated the room 
with wood to lay a thick layer of pine 
shavings on the floor for the chickens. 
On the other side of the room we laid 
linoleum for us to walk on to go in to 
feed and clean out the coop. What a 

When the Griesemers thought the small coop wasn’t sufficient, they turned an unused 
loafing shed into a coop, and turned it into their new home. We filled the loafing shed’s 
dirt floor with hay, packed it in very tight, and then put plywood on top of that. 
They insulated the walls and ceiling, then put plywood over it. They added a window, 
door and walk out door for the chickens, put up a few decorations, and finished with 
a 12 x 12 x 24 run.
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treat! Then we built a 12 x 12 x 24 run 
and attached it to the coop to insure the 
chicken hawks, falcons and other birds 
that we have here in Colorado wouldn’t 
have a meal to go!

The smallest hen, the Brown Leghorn, 
BeeBee, lays the biggest, whitest eggs the 
Griesemers have ever seen. A friend, after 
seeing the white egg, asked if it was from a 
goose! They just smiled.

All the comforts of home, for birds and 
humans alike.

To complete the interior of the coop, 
the Griesemers built a six-unit nest box 
and and added dowels for roosts. They 
separated the room with wood, laying 
down a thick layer of pine shavings on 
one side. On the other side of the room 
they laid linoleum to be used for storage. 

 Whether You Are New to 
Raising Poultry or Have 
Years of Experience... 

You Know It’s 
Important to Keep 
Your Birds Healthy.

 Biosecurity For Birds is an educational campaign 
from USDA designed to increase awareness of 
infectious diseases like avian infl uenza and how 
owners can protect their birds.

 This free calendar is fi lled with a year’s 
worth of useful information. Get yours 
at http://healthybirds.aphis.usda.gov 

 United States Department of Agriculture
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Our girls just love the nests, coop and 
run and are now giving us around four 
eggs a day.

We both wish we had done this years 
ago! We love our chickens and adopt 
more hens. We now have nine hens and 
our rooster, Peep. Needless to say, he is 
a very happy rooster! 
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Mail your vote to: Backyard Poultry Photo contest Vote

145 Industrial Dr., Medford, WI 54451
or e-mail to byp@tds.net (Enter “Contest Winners” in the subject line)

Comments:

If you prefer not to cut this magazine, send your 
vote choices on another piece of paper.

First Place Issue #

Second Place Issue #

Third Place Issue #

Backyard Poultry 
Photo Contest Vote

We have been holding an ongoing photo contest, with the winning photo displayed in the position of honor—on the front 
cover of the magazine.

This year’s winning entries have now been placed in a gallery of finalists. Winners will be announced in the February/March, 
2010 issue. We will award the following prizes:

First place—$50 • Second place—$30 • Third place—$20
Now we want your vote! View our six covers on this page and send us your top three (in order of preference) 

choices of cover photos. All responses received by December 18, 2009 will be tallied and the winners will be 
announced in the February/March, 2010 issue. 

Hurry, your vote must be received by December 18, 2009 to be counted.

You Be the Judge

Cover photo Issue 2: By Brenda 
Carlson, Wisconsin.
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Set a Spell
With the My Pet
Chicken Family
Flock Counselor

My Pet Chicken’s “Chicken Chick” 
provides information and advice 

for families and individuals just starting 
with the hobby of chicken keeping. While 
the Answer Man is an expert at helping 
people with health-related questions, the 
Chicken Chick offers advice to those who 
are just becoming interested but may not 
know where to begin, and for people who 
are new to chickens.

See My Pet Chicken’s ad on the back 
cover.—Ed.

Have a question for the Chicken Chick? 
Send your questions to us at : Backyard 
Poultry, Attn: Dear Chicken Chick, 145 
Industrial Dr, Medford, WI 54451 or e-mail 
to byp@tds.net. We will try to include your 
questions in an upcoming issue.

Dear Chicken Chick,
When I was a teenager, my family had 

a rooster named Edward, and I loved him, 
even though he could be feisty. We’re go-
ing to get a family flock this year for our 
country home (finally!) so my own kids 
can enjoy chickens, too. I’d love to order 
a rooster, but my kids are small, three and 
four years old. Are all roosters aggressive 
like Edward, and what can I do if I get an 
aggressive rooster?

No, all roosters are not aggressive. 
Some breeds tend to be more aggressive 
than others. However, many can be quite 
docile. Having said that, though, it would 
be a good idea to make sure very small 
children like yours are not left alone with 
any adolescent or adult rooster, just to 
be safe. Roosters are “programmed” to 
protect their flock, but little kids are not 
necessarily programmed to understand 
rooster behavior, and what a rooster might 
find threatening! Thus, an “attack” might 
seem to come from nowhere even if, 
from the rooster’s point of view, he gave 
“ample” warning. The last thing you want 
is a hurt little kid!

When dealing with roosters, one im-

rooster is not geared to react aggressively 
to being carried around comfortably but 
firmly in a non-threatening way. That 
doesn’t happen to a rooster “in nature.” 
So, when you carry him around, he will 
come to realize that you are a creature 
at the top of the pecking order, but one 
that he cannot challenge in the normal 
chicken way. 

If you have consistently tried this 
method with an aggressive rooster for 
several weeks without any success, your 
best option may be to rehome him.

—Chicken Chick

portant thing to remember is that they see 
themselves as the protectors of “their” 
hens, so they may not take kindly to 
anything that scares the girls or causes 
them to squawk—this includes a toddler 
happily and harmlessly running amongst 
the flock. Also, roosters are geared to 
be looking for danger from above (like 
hawks), so sometimes if your child even 
flings off a jacket, it can seem like a dire 
threat to the rooster! 

For the most part, roosters are won-
derful to have around, even if they don’t 
mix well unsupervised with small chil-
dren. We love their beautiful voices, and 
it’s comforting knowing your rooster will 
try to protect “his” girls when humans 
are not outside watching over the flock. 
(My own top flock cock has saved his 
ladies from hawks several times, and in 
fact roosters even have different “words” 
for threats from the air and threats at 
ground level!) 

Most roosters will go through a period 
at about five or six months old where 
they suddenly become more aggressive, 
even when they aren’t aggressive birds 
overall. This is because they are reach-
ing sexual maturity, and they now have 
new hormones racing through their bod-
ies. They tend to settle down after a few 
months, although not all do. In addition, 
even adult roosters can sometimes be 
more sensitive to perceived threats in the 
spring when it is natural for them to be 
more active. One thing that has worked 
for me in the past when dealing with a 
cranky rooster is to—carefully!—pick 
him up and carry him around with me 
while I refill the feeder, check for eggs 
and so forth. If your rooster shows sign 
of aggression, you will want to carry him 
around, holding him firmly but without 
hurting him. He may struggle a bit at first, 
but then he will realize he is in no danger 
and that you are in control.

This is a much better response when 
he acts out than kicking him or stamp-
ing at him. If you kick or stamp at him, 
he will interpret that as a challenge: you 
are suddenly “fightable.” The idea is 
that by carrying him around, you place 
yourself at the top of the pecking order 
without engaging in “chicken” behaviors 
(fighting or stamping at him or kicking). 
When you behave in a way his instincts 
can tell him how to react to—behaviors 
like kicking or stamping—you might 
always have some problems with ag-
gression from him. On the other hand, a 

Certifi ed organic feeds to keep 
your poultry healthy. 

Organic
Poultry Feeds
All feeds are soy-free.

To order call: 1-888-699-7088

See our feed online:
www.countrysidenatural.com

1688 Jefferson Hwy. • Fishersville, VA 22939
Natural Products for Healthy Soil, 

Plants, & Animals
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Trough Feeders
Starter feeder for your new birds/fl ock. 

Built entirely of durable plastic. Yellow 
feeders are for baby chicks. Orange are 
for larger birds. 
 Yellow, 11 in. ..............#530040 $3.00
 Yellow, 20 in. ..............#530045 $3.40
 Orange, 20 in.............#530050 $5.30

Poultry Feeder
Angled feed design reduces wastage 

and lowers the risk of “soiled” feed. 
Holds 22 lbs. Works well with full-grown 
chickens. Feeder lid sold separately.
 Feeder .....................#530031 $15.00
 Feeder Lid ...............#530032 $1.60

Vacuum Waterer
Vacuum seal allows red tray to 

“self-fi ll” as water is consumed. 
Reduces the daily “chores”. Carry 
handle makes moving it a cinch. An 
effective, solution that’s affordable. 
 Size, 0.25 gal ... #530020 $2.00
 Size, 1.75 gal .... #530021 $10.00

Heated Waterer
Thermostatically controlled (turns 

on/off automatically based on the 
air temperature). Prevents freezing 
down to 0 degrees. 3 gal capacity. 
Year round usage. 100 watts.
 Size, 3 gal.......... #520009 $38.00

Bucket Waterer
Large capacity (5 gal). Quick clean 

design makes refi lling and cleaning 
quick and easy. Convenience is 
worth the cost.  
 Size, 5 gal......... #530025 $16.00

Transport Crate
Safe, low-cost solution to moving 

birds to the fair, the vet, from brooder to 
growing areas. Also useful to transport 
other small animals. Heavy duty plastic. 
Ships dimensional weight 52 lbs.
 Transport Crate....... #530010 $41.00

Hanging Waterer
Unique individual 

drinking spaces 
stops birds from 
fl icking water out 
of the trough—so 
less water loss and 
drier bedding. 
Includes a secure 
connection system.  
 Size, 1.25 gal ..... #530026 $9.00

Pop Bottle Waterer
Easy-to-use, low cost waterer for 

starting a few birds. Simply fi ll a 20 
oz or 2 liter size bottle. Squeeze the 
base into the bottle and fl ip upright. 
(Bottle shown not included.) 
 Small, 20 oz .......#530016 $1.00
 Large, 2 ltr ..........#530015 $1.90

Heated Base
Prevents water in waterers from 

freezing in temps as low as 10º F. Use 
with double wall metal poultry founts 
only. Not for indoor use. 125 watts.
 Heated Base ...#520010 $48.00

Poultry Hook
Easy to use. Lightweight (10 oz). 

Rounded loop is ideal for catching legs 
with little injury risk. Made of 1/4 in. 
stainless rod and a high impact plastic 
handle. 48 in. long.
 Poultry Hook .............#530000 $7.50

Products 
That   
Please…  

Need Poultry Products?
                         Premier's line of products will help you!
Premier, which has been the US’s leading source of electrifi ed PoultryNet for years, is 

expanding into other products for outdoor poultry producers. Expect this list to grow.
We’ve established our own small pasture poultry operation to allow us to test, on a 

daily basis, the products we offer. Premier will continue sourcing new products and 
upgrading existing ones to better meet your, and our, needs. (If you have a need for a 
particular product, let us know and we will work toward a solution for you.) 

Given that the British college farm I managed in the late 1960s had more than 2500 
pasture poultry chickens producing eggs and meat for the college kitchen —this has 
been a fascinating “walk back in time” for me.

                     Stan Potratz, owner of Premier

Nutri-Drench
Popular Nutri-

Drench product now 
available for poultry. 
Gives newborns a 
quick jump start. 

Available in in 2 
sizes. 4 oz. (with a 
dropper) and quart size.
  Size, 4 oz ......#620500 $6.25
 Size, qt ..........#620501 $21.00

Crate Size:
32" x 20" x 10" 

800-282-6631
www.premier1supplies.com

Washington, IA

Do not use 
for plastic 

founts. 

Feeder Lid

Free Shipping!
Applies to website orders only 

in which the invoice exceeds $100 
and the shipping method is via 
ground service. Does not apply to 
orders placed by phone, fax, e-mail 
or mail.

Winter Special!
Free shipping offer above applies 
to invoices exceeding $50. Offer 
good through January 31, 2010. 

See our website for details.

A New Catalog! Garden & Poultry Products That Work!
In this new catalog, Premier will offer, illustrate & explain many products including:

• Fences to contain chickens, geese and ducks.
• Fences, et al, to protect poultry from their predators.
• Fences to protect gardens, orchards, beehives and young trees from stray dogs, 

deer, rabbits, groundhogs and even bears.
• Poultry feeders, waterers, feed grinders, corn shellers, egg cartons, egg baskets 

and much more.

Will be mailed out January 2010.
To receive a free copy, e-mail us—info@premier1supplies.com

Ask for our 
3 unique 

booklets—
FREE!

Need information about poultry? 
We have books available!

PoultryNet—See our fencing ad on the inside back cover of this magazine.

Heat Lamp
Stronger, safer and more 

durable than common heat lamps. 
More reliable hanging system. 
A 16 ft. cord provides the extra 
“reach” that's so often needed. 
Bulbs sold separately. Contact us 
for details.
 Heat Lamp ......#557000 $24.00

 Premier Backyard Dec 2 pg.indd   2 10/21/09   9:28:52 AM



www.backyardpoultrymag.com        39December, 2009/January, 2010

Trough Feeders
Starter feeder for your new birds/fl ock. 

Built entirely of durable plastic. Yellow 
feeders are for baby chicks. Orange are 
for larger birds. 
 Yellow, 11 in. ..............#530040 $3.00
 Yellow, 20 in. ..............#530045 $3.40
 Orange, 20 in.............#530050 $5.30

Poultry Feeder
Angled feed design reduces wastage 

and lowers the risk of “soiled” feed. 
Holds 22 lbs. Works well with full-grown 
chickens. Feeder lid sold separately.
 Feeder .....................#530031 $15.00
 Feeder Lid ...............#530032 $1.60

Vacuum Waterer
Vacuum seal allows red tray to 

“self-fi ll” as water is consumed. 
Reduces the daily “chores”. Carry 
handle makes moving it a cinch. An 
effective, solution that’s affordable. 
 Size, 0.25 gal ... #530020 $2.00
 Size, 1.75 gal .... #530021 $10.00

Heated Waterer
Thermostatically controlled (turns 

on/off automatically based on the 
air temperature). Prevents freezing 
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other small animals. Heavy duty plastic. 
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daily basis, the products we offer. Premier will continue sourcing new products and 
upgrading existing ones to better meet your, and our, needs. (If you have a need for a 
particular product, let us know and we will work toward a solution for you.) 

Given that the British college farm I managed in the late 1960s had more than 2500 
pasture poultry chickens producing eggs and meat for the college kitchen —this has 
been a fascinating “walk back in time” for me.
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• Fences to contain chickens, geese and ducks.
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rOn kean
extensiOn POultry sPecialist

university OF wiscOnsin-madisOn

the answer man

If you have health related poultry
questions you’d like answered, 

send your questions to us at 
Backyard Poultry, Attn: Answer Man, 
145 Industrial Dr., Medford, WI 54451 

or e-mail to byp@tds.net. 
We will try to include your 

question in an upcoming issue. 

health:

One Odd Egg
I cracked open an egg from one of 

my two-year-old Ameraucana hens. The 
egg was slightly larger than usual and a 
thick membrane-like thing, larger and 
rounded at one end, was inside the oth-
erwise normal looking contents. The tail 
is corkscrew-shaped and hollow. 

It’s a fresh egg from a hen kept in a 
chicken tractor— there is no chance it was 
set for any period of time. I would love to 
know what caused this and what it is.

Laura, Tennessee

I could be wrong, of course, but that’s 
my guess. I doubt you’ll see it again, and 
I imagine the hen will be just fine. It’s just 
one of those things you see occasionally 
with your own hens. In a commercial 
setting, this egg would likely have been 
removed in the candling stage.

One other possibility is that it is just a 
very well-formed chalaza, but I don’t think 
so. I think it looks like more solid and dis-
tinct than that. (The chalaza is a ropy twist 
of albumen that is supposed to help hold 
the yolk in the middle of the egg.)

If you see more of these, then I might 
be concerned that it is something else. I’d 
be very surprised if you did, however.

Hens Interested in Kitty Litter
I have recently encountered a prob-

lem in my effort to “go green” that oth-
ers may want to know. I started using a 
wheat-based kitty litter, thinking that I 
could discard it in the woods at the back 
of our property so that it would just break 
down naturally instead of my old method 
that fills the local landfill with clay and 
plastic bags. Seemed like a good plan at 
the time! (Bet you can’t guess where I’m 
going with this!) That’s right—my lay-
ing chickens, who had never before been 
interested in the area where the nasty stuff 
had been discarded, were now scratch-
ing and pecking away at it. I don’t know 
why I didn’t have enough forethought 
to imagine that this might happen but I 
didn’t. So I’m writing you to ask for help 
and to warn others. 

My girls have not laid an egg since. 
They have lost feathers and have become 
very scruffy and it seems like they have 
lost weight. Some of their combs have 
faded to pink. At first I thought they 
were just molting but it must be more. 
Their feathers have been slow to grow 
back and they seem a bit lethargic. I have 
read that cats can carry some fairly nasty 
germs. Do you have any idea what could 
be wrong with them and what type of 
treatment should be used because they 
are layers? 

By the way, I now dig a deep hole and 
bury the kitty litter.

I have yet another question about 
something odd. The smallest hen in my 
flock—an Old English Game bantam 
crowed the other morning! Twice she let 
out what sounded like a young rooster 
just learning to crow, then she lowered 
her wing on one side and proceeded to 
do a “rooster dance” around one of the 
bantam roosters. It didn’t stop there. 
She challenged him to a fight! I think 
she might have gotten the better of him. 
I’m really not sure because I was in such 
shock that I can’t remember. I just know 
I wouldn’t have allowed him to get the 
better of her so it must have ended in 
her favor.

I have read in your column before 
about chickens having damage to their 
ovaries but this must not be the case 
with her because she has laid eggs since. 
Could this possibly be purely a behav-
ioral issue? I have too many roosters for 
the number of hens. They are bantam, but 
still roosters, and I am wondering if she 
could be using the rooster behavior as a 
defense strategy or if it would have to 
be hormonal. As it happens, her name is 
Feisty and she earned the name at an early 
age. This latest behavior just confirms 
that her name is quite appropriate!

Thank you so much for your column. 
It’s usually the first place I turn when my 
Backyard Poultry arrives!

Lesta, Maryland

That is interesting! Even if the litter 
wasn’t wheat-based, the hens may well 
have been attracted to the droppings. 
Let’s just say that chickens tend to be 
“opportunistic,” and will eat some pretty 
nasty things sometimes!

Cats often carry toxoplasmosis and 
chickens can get this, so I’d be a little 
concerned about that. In some research 
reports, infected hens showed a drop in 
egg production, mortality of embryos 
when the eggs were incubated, and 
several internal issues, including some 
neurotic behaviors.

The hens may eventually come 
through this and start laying again. 
They may continue to have the organ-

My guess is that it is a bit of shell 
membrane from a previous egg (that was 
broken internally). I’m guessing that 
she had an egg break for some reason, 
and the membrane tissue remained in 
the oviduct. When the next yolk came 
down the oviduct, this tissue got incor-
porated in with it and the egg formed 
around it. 
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ism in their tissues. If anyone decides to 
eat these chickens, I’d make sure they 
are well-cooked, since this can affect 
humans, too. This can be a danger-
ous disease, especially for pregnant 
women.

As an aside, you might consider con-
tacting your state veterinary diagnostic 
lab. They might be interested in getting 
some of these chickens, since this doesn’t 
occur very frequently in the U.S.

Of course, I can’t guarantee that they 
actually have toxoplasmosis, but it’s a 
possibility. 

I don’t think the litter itself should 
cause much of a problem with the chick-
ens. I suppose it could possibly clump in 
the crop and cause blockage, but other-
wise, the gizzard should be very effective 
at grinding it up. The wheat should be 
somewhat digestible to them, too. You 
might watch that they are producing 
normal droppings. If there was some im-
paction, you might see watery droppings, 
possibly green in color (from excess bile), 
or no droppings at all.

Thanks for passing this information 
on. It’s difficult to think of all the potential 
problems that can arise with chickens, so 
it’s nice to pass them on, even if it makes 
you feel a little silly.

I’m not sure what might be going on 
with your bantam hen. It isn’t unheard 
of for a hen to crow, though it’s more 
common when there is no rooster in the 
flock. It’s also not unheard of for a hen 
to threaten or fight with a rooster. The 
dropped wing is a little unusual. 

Might she be broody? Broody hens 
make some different sounds, and they 
would commonly lower their wings and 
attack other chickens. If you’re familiar 
with this behavior, it would be very no-
ticeable, but if you haven’t seen it before, 
it can be confusing.

There might be some hormonal issue 
that would cause this, but like you, I’m a 
little surprised that she’d be laying eggs 
if that was the case. Maybe she is just 
a very aggressive hen. Game chickens 
were bred for many, many generations 
to be aggressive, so maybe her genes are 
reflecting that.

Leg Problems in Turkeys
I have some Black Spanish turkeys. 

One bird’s leg was turned but it was not 
broken when I checked so I thought it 
would get better. It did not, and the turkey 
died. Now another one’s leg is turned. Is 
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there a reason? They have plenty of room 
and I have never seen any other turkey 
bother it. 

James M. via e-mail

This type of thing occurs in turkeys 
fairly often, unfortunately. It’s often 
called slipped tendon or perosis, and 
unless you catch it fairly quickly, it gener-
ally won’t get better once it happens.

Choline or manganese deficiencies 
are common causes of this, though de-
ficiencies of several other vitamins and 
minerals can produce it as well.

An extension bulletin from Kansas 
State University discusses leg problems 
in chickens and turkeys: “Leg Problems 
in Broilers and Turkeys” states “Defi-
ciencies of the trace minerals manganese 
and zinc and the vitamins choline, nia-
cin, folic acid, biotin, and pryridoxine 
can produce a perosis-type condition.” 
(http://www.ksre.ksu.edu/library/lvstk2/
ep113.pdf)

Some research has looked at vita-
min E and phosphorous levels, too, and 
these may be involved with the onset of 
perosis.

If you are not feeding a ration that is 
balanced for turkeys, I would try to find 
one as quickly as possible.

trients may be lacking. Hopefully, it will 
help so you don’t see any more incidence 
of this in your flock.

Bumblefoot Cure
In the Answer Man section of Oct./

Nov., 2009 issue, (page 36) you pre-
sented my question and answer on 
bumblefoot. 

I’m writing you to inform you that my 
hen with the bumblefoot has gotten better 
and I just had to share what it was I did to 
solve the problem. First, I just could not 
get myself to cut into her even if it was 
going to help, nor could I find anyone 
to do it for me. I went to my local feed 
store and asked them, now with a name 
to my problem (bumblefoot), if they had 
any advice on treating this. They told me 
to get a strip of raw bacon and wrap the 
area with the raw bacon and secure it with 
tape of some kind. I used paper tape and 
an item called “coban” similar to an ace 
wrap but it sticks to itself. I secured it 
enough so that it stayed on and so the hen 
doesn’t pick it off, but not too tight. They 
said to leave it be until it falls off on its 
own. They also told be not to worry about 
the bacon spoiling since that is what cures 
the problem. After the bacon has com-
pleted the spoiling process and the wrap 

There can also be other things that 
might cause this or similar problems. 
Mycotoxins can cause some leg deformi-
ties. Several mycoplasmas can cause leg 
issues. I have seen some research looking 
at incubation problems that affected the 
length of the legs, too.

My first guess would be that the nu-

pasturing poultry?
try Fertrell’s Poultry Nutri-Balancer

try our blended mineral pack and see:
increased feed efficiency, decreased mortality, increased weight gains and less leg 

problems.this mineral also works for layers, ducks and turkeys.

Poultry Nutri-Balancer
For all your

poultry nutrition • layers • Broilers
turkeys • Ducks • geese • ratite • game Birds

“Where Quality Comes naturally”

“Do the Easy Thing First, use Fertrell Minerals”
—  Joel Salatin
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is removed the area should look better, 
as my hen’s foot looked after a couple 
of days. After the wrap was removed she 
now looks so much better. I hope that by 
sharing this information it will help oth-
ers as well. Again thank you so very much 
for your assistance and time.

Lorraine N., Texas
 
I saw the letter and answer about 

bumblefoot in the current issue, and re-
alize now that I had a chicken with this 
condition a few years ago. I assumed it 
was a kind of infection, and without lanc-
ing, cured it by treating the foot with an 
equine product for thrush. Coppertox or 
Thrush-X or another medicine to treat 
thrush in horse’s feet may provide a cure 
that’s not as messy as lancing. 

Thanks for a great magazine.
Jim & Meredith V., Tennessee

In humans, thrush is a fungal dis-
ease, but in horses, thrush is a bacterial 
infection of the foot. I still think it may 
be difficult to treat topically if there is 
a large solid core in the foot, but it’s 
probably worth a try before going to 
the step of lancing the area. I would be 
interested in hearing if this works for 
other people.

Diaper Rash Ointment Protects 
Skin & Prevents Pecking

Thank you for the advice given to 
W. Roth regarding his hen’s “bare butt” 
problem (Messy Substance Around 
Vent, Oct/Nov 2009 page 36). I have 
a Rhode Island Red with the identi-
cal issue. After questioning numerous 
people (vets and poultry experts) over 
the past several months, there has been 
no clear answer of help. I am anxious 
to start the betadine treatment you rec-
ommended and would like to pass on 
to W. Roth and others that I have been 
using diaper cream to keep her skin 
protected, and I do believe it keeps her 
more comfortable. 

We got a Polish chick this spring and 
when her head feathers started coming in, 
the others loved picking them out until 
she was bald. We didn’t want to isolate 
her from the others, so I tried applying 
diaper rash cream to the top of her head. 
It worked and her feathers have grown 
back. After getting a few mouthfuls of 
cream, her girlfriends have not bothered 
her since. 

 P. Hinz via e-mail

gail damerOw

The intestines of a healthy chicken 
(and also a healthy human) are 
populated by a number of benefi-

cial bacteria and yeasts, called intestinal 
flora or microflora, that aid digestion and 
also produce antibacterial compounds 
and enzymes that stimulate the immune 
system. If for some reason these good 
guys get out of balance, disease-causing 
microbes take over. When the intestines 
are invaded by these bad microbes, an 
enteric disease is the ugly result.

An enteric disease is any disease that 
affects the intestines. Enteric diseases 
include campylobacteriosis, canker, 
coccidiosis, colibacillosis (E. coli infec-
tion), necrotic enteritis, salmonellosis 
(typhoid, paratyphoid, pullorum), thrush, 
ulcerative enteritis, and internal para-
sitic worms. As a group these diseases 
are generally characterized by loose or 
bloody droppings, weakness, loss of 
appetite, increased thirst, dehydration, 
and weight loss in mature birds, or slow 
growth in young birds.

Competetive Exclusion
Encouraging the growth of beneficial 

microflora fends off harmful organisms 
through a process called competitive exclu-
sion, which means the good guys get there 
first, leaving no room for the bad guys to 
get established. Microflora are naturally 
present in certain foods, including grains, 
meats, and fermented milk such as yogurt 
and kefir. A varied and well-balanced diet 
therefore keeps a chicken’s population of 
intestinal flora strong and healthy.

A chick acquires some microflora 
through the egg and gains more from the 
environment, particularly from properly 
composting litter used as bedding. Chicks 
raised in an incubator acquire beneficial 
gut flora more slowly than chicks raised 
under a hen. Chicks raised on improper 
rations or in a poor environment may not 
develop microflora fast enough to ward off 
disease-causing microbes. And the use of 

antibiotics or other antimicrobials in chick-
ens of any age kills beneficial microflora as 
well as disease-causing microbes.

Probiotics for Poultry
A common practice in the commercial 

poultry industry has been to feed chickens 
antimicrobials to stimulate growth and 
improve health. But their overuse has con-
tributed to the development of strains of 
disease-causing microbes that resist antibi-
otic treatment in both poultry and humans. 
So industry has turned to feeding chickens 
beneficial bacteria, called probiotics, to 
replace the antibiotics that have been mis-
used for too many years. They are finding 
that by using probiotics to protect chickens 
from salmonella, campylobacter, and other 
pathogens they also reduce foodborne ill-
nesses in people who eat the meat.

Many poultry suppliers now offer 
probiotic formulations for chickens. 
These preparations are either dissolved in 
water or sprinkled on feed to give chicks 
an early dose of the same gut flora that 
will eventually colonize their intestines 
and enhance their immunity. A handy 
substitute is live-culture yogurt, but a 
little goes a long way — giving chicks too 
much yogurt will cause diarrhea.

Any chicken that has been treated 
with an antibiotic or subjected to ex-
treme stress may benefit from probiotics. 
Broilers may also benefit from probiotics 
that, through the process of competitive 
exclusion, stimulate their immune system 
and fend off disease-causing bacteria, 
thus promoting growth without the use 
of antibiotics or other drugs. Backyard 
chickens raised entirely on wire and 
lacking opportunities to peck out some 
of their sustenance from the environment 
may benefit from a probiotic.

Stress-free chickens that eat a varied 
diet or are free to peck out some of their 
sustenance from the environment typi-
cally do not need a supplemental probi-
otic. Our family operates a home dairy, 
which helps us provide our chickens with 
a varied diet while reducing the cost of 

The GOOD, The BAD
And The UGLY
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furnishing commercial rations. In a 
bucket we gather fines (nutritious bits of 
leaves from the bottom of the dairy hay 
feeder), toss in a handful of whole oats, 
and pour in a little surplus fresh (raw) 
milk. Left overnight, the milk softens the 
fines and oats, and begins to naturally 
culture. The hens like the resulting stew so 
well they line up at the trough when they 
see the bucket coming. They reward us by 
producing prodigious amounts of eggs.

cecal discharge, droppings that appear 
loose, watery, or tinged with orange 
mucus—in other words, not firm with 
a white cap on top—indicate the birds 
are experiencing an enteric challenge of 
one kind or another. No matter whether 
that challenge is related to feed quality, 
a disease, or some other issue, putting 
vinegar in their drinking water offers a 
good non-antibiotic option for resolving 
the problem. Vinegar isn’t a foolproof 
method for fending off bad microbes 
and preventing the ugly result, admits 
Dr. Watkins, but it’s a starting point by 
making conditions favorable for the good 
intestinal microbes to flourish.

For more information on apple cider 
vinegar, see “Apple Cider Vinegar: The 
Benefits to Humans & Animals Has Been 
Touted for Years” in the April/May, 2008 
issue of Backyard Poultry. 

Gail Damerow has been the leading 
expert on poultry for more than 30 years, 
with her first book on raising chickens 
published in 1976. She served as editor 
of Rural Heritage magazine for 17 years 
and is the author of many books includ-
ing these on poultry: Storey’s Guide to 
Raising Chickens, The Chicken Health 
Handbook, Your Chickens: A Kid’s 
Guide to Raising and Showing, Barnyard 
in Your Backyard and Fences for Pasture 
& Garden. These books are available 
from our bookstore on page 56. 

New Edition of the Classic

Storey’s Guide to Raising Chickens
Available January, 2010

by Gail Damerow

Readers of Backyard Poultry are familiar with the fabulous articles provided 
by Gail Damerow. We are now pleased to report that her best selling classic, 

Storey’s Guide to Raising Chickens has been updated. Always considered the 
definitive book on chicken care, the updated version simply adds to its value. 
The new version, available January, 2010, contains many new sections, as well 
as many updates. Features include: Raising chickens for pure enjoyment; new 
breeds; a new chapter on deciphering chicken sounds, chicken intelligence, and 
training; new sections on Avian Influenza; Fowl First Aid; and much more. 

Each chapter has been reorganized with many topics expanded upon and ad-
ditional topics added. As an example, Chapter 5 includes: Cannibalism (greatly 
expanded) • Predators (greatly expanded) • Weather Considerations (greatly 
expanded) • Coop Cleanup • Dealing with Manure • Trimming Procedures • 
Handling Chickens • Enterprise Integration. 

The updated edition is available from the Backyard Poultry bookstore, page 
56. Orders will be sent after January 1, 2010. 

Storey's Guide to Raising Chickens, by 
Gail Damerow, has just been released in 
a completely updated 3rd edition. Cover 
photograph © Jason Houston.

The Vinegar Connection
Old-time poultry keepers spiked their 

chicks’ water with a tablespoon of apple 
cider vinegar per gallon of water. In the 
days before soda pop, people regularly 
flavored their drinking water with vin-
egar, and in those days before the ready 
availability of commercial preparations 
for poultry, people typically shared food 
from their table with their chickens. The 
chickens liked the vinegar water, and the 
poultry keepers saw positive effects.

Could they have known that the benefi-
cial bacteria and yeasts naturally colonizing 
a chick’s intestines prefer acidic conditions? 
I doubt it. The science of probiotics is still 
evolving, but we know now some reasons 
why vinegar is beneficial to chickens. 

Microflora prefer a pH range of 5.5 to 
7.0; disease-causing microbes prefer a pH 
range of 7.5 to 9. During times of stress 
apple cider vinegar added to the drink-
ing water at a rate of one tablespoon per 
gallon — double the dose if your water 
is alkaline — reduces the pH in a bird’s 
crop to encourage microflora to flourish 
there, ensuring they make it to the gut to 
keep the chicken healthy.

According to University of Arkansas 
poultry extension specialist Susan E. 
Watkins, plenty of poultry producers 
reach for the vinegar when they see a 
bout of diarrhea coming on. With the 
exception of normally brown, squishy 
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Available in kit form or fully assembled.  
Kits are pre-assembled and include 

assembly instructions.  
Can be assembled in approximately 2 hours.  

Intended for same day use.   

*Additional Shipping may apply for Alaska, Hawaii and Canada. 

Urban Farm Chicken Coops

Please visit our website:
www.myamishgoods.com

or call us at 1-800-365-4619
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NEW!

4’ x 6’ Dutch Chicken Coop 

5’ x 8’ Board N Batten Coop 

3’ x 4’ Chicken Coop

3’ x 6’ Chicken Coop with Wheels

Keep your chickens warm with our heated roost!

A heat cable is installed in the 
chicken roost to heat it, keeping 
your chickens warm.

The litter tray allows for 
easy coop clean-out.
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christine heinrichs

sPPa histOrian

PhOtOs cOurtesy OF laura haggarty, 
secretary/treasurer, american 
Buckeye POultry cluB unless

Otherwise nOted

No chicken breed is perfect, but 
many Buckeye breeders figure 
they have come close enough 

with their breed. Breeders extol the 
virtues of vigor, resilience and disease 
resistance in a bird that grows to a solid 
size and lays plenty of eggs. The bird’s 
buckeye-color feathers and friendly, 
easy-going disposition win the eye and 
the heart. The breed has played an inter-
esting role in poultry history, giving their 
breeders the honor of carrying the torch 
into the future.

That’s a lot for one breed to live up to, 
but Buckeyes are equal to the task. W.H. 
Card, identified as a judge and breeder in 
the article he wrote about Buckeyes in the 
March 1913 issue of American Poultry 
Advocate, describes them with affection: 
“Their flesh-carrying ability being as 
natural as their vigorous, active disposi-
tion, there is never any loss of weight by 
persistent and constant foraging when 
on free range. In confinement they show 

no phlegmatic tendencies, being always 
busy and on the move without nervous-
ness or seeming discontent, therefore 
keeping in the best of flesh and fettle at 
any season of the year.”

Buckeye History
One of the Buckeye’s distinctions is 

that it is the only breed credited entirely 
to a woman for its creation. The estimable 
Nettie Metcalf turned her attention to 
creating the breed at the turn of the 20th 

century. She was intrigued with the 
Rhode Island Red, even calling her birds 
Buckeye Reds when she first introduced 
them, as a pea comb variety, distinct 
from the single and rose comb varieties 
of Rhode Island Reds.

Her birds’ darker mahogany color and 
separate breeding gave the Buckeye a dis-
tinct identity, and she observed that they 
might well be confused with the RIR and 
absorbed into that breed unless efforts 
were made to keep them separate. 

“Many names for my new breed 
suggested themselves,” she wrote later, 
reflecting back on her experience. “Year 
after year they bred truer to the type 
I had in mind, which was a modified 
Cornish shape, with the very darkest of 
red plumage, hens containing some black 
not being objectionable to me, so long as 
the males kept that dark red shade I ad-
mired.” [quoted in The American Breeds 
of Poultry by Frank L. Platt, 1921.]

Although she sought that Cornish 
shape, she did not use Cornish to develop 
the breed. Her first cross, Buff Cochin 
cockerels on Barred Rock hens, “pro-
duced a big, lazy fowl, so I looked around 
for something else to mix in.” She settled 
on Black Breasted Red Games, crossed 
with those fat and lazy hens. She selected 
the red offspring from that mating and 
bred them to each other.

“My, what a flock I raised that year,” 
she remembered. “No wonder my friends 
laughed. Green legs and feathered legs, 
buff chicks, black chicks, and even red-
and-black barred chicks; single combs 
and pea combs and no combs at all, but 
all fighters from way back.”

Jeff Lay of Miamisburg, Ohio keeps 
about 200 Buckeyes on his own property 
and three other local farms. He notes that 
although Cornish birds were not included 
in Mrs. Metcalf’s original breeding, the 
Games she used would likely have had 
Cornish in their background. Cornish 
were often called Indian Games at the 
turn of the 20th century.

“You can’t help but see the Cornish in 
them,” he said, “especially in the head.”

ALBC’s Buckeye Project
Buckeyes got a boost in 2005 from 

the American Livestock Breeds Conser-
vancy’s project for Renewing America’s 
Food Traditions, a collaboration of 
several groups, including the Center for 
Sustainable Environments, Chef’s Col-
laborative, Cultural Conservancy, Native 

Buckeyes
All-American chickens

Breeds:

“Fat Boy” on range at the Haggarty 
home. Jeannette Beranger, research & 
technical program manager for ALBC 
reports that in testing, the Buckeye gained 
weight equally well pasture ranged or in 
confinement. 

The breed’s historical excellence 
makes it a natural for small flocks
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Seed/SEARCH, Seed Savers Exchange 
and Slow Food USA, which provided 
funding for the project. At that point, the 
breed was somewhat degraded. 

“We wanted to create a model to re-
cover chicken breeds with good potential 
as broilers,” said Jeannette Beranger, 
research & technical program manager 
for ALBC.

Applying principles gleaned from 
historical and technical sources, the birds 
were maturing two weeks faster, weighed 
a pound more and had improved in egg 
production after three years of selective 
breeding. The resulting materials are avail-
able free online at http://www.albc-usa.
org/EducationalResources/chickens.html. 

One of the old books that stood out is The 
Call of the Hen, an early 20th century pub-
lication of the American Poultry School 
in Kansas City, Missouri. It is available 
online through Google Books at http://
books.google.com, then search for title.

“It’s a fabulous book,” said Ms. 
Beranger. “He broke down the process 
of deciding which birds have the best 
potential in a common sense approach.”

The project enlisted individuals who 
were experienced breeders to raise the 
birds, report the results and return at least 
a trio of their birds to ALBC. Those who 
wanted to continue breeding the Buckeyes 
were welcome to process the rest of the 
flock as they wanted. By the third year, the 
birds met Mrs. Metcalf’s historic standard 
and surprised the exhibition world by win-
ning reserve champion in the American 
class at the Ohio National in 2007.

The project generated publicity for 
the breed, encouraging more breeders 
to start their own flocks. The Buckeye, 
although still far from plentiful, is a much 
stronger breed than it was before the proj-
ect started. They live up to their reputa-
tion as consistent layers of 150-200 eggs 
a year, slowing down somewhat when it’s 
hot. The pullets reach 4-1/2 to 5 lbs., the 
cockerels 6 lbs. at 16 weeks. Her birds, 
like Judge Card’s, gained weight equally 
well whether they ranged on pasture or 

Buckeyes
Class: American
Type: Standard & Bantam
Size: Heavy
Rarity: Very rare
Purpose: Dual
Recognized Varieties: Just one
Egg Laying: Good (3/wk)
Egg Color: Brown
Egg Size: Medium
Comb Type: Pea Comb
Skin Color: Yellow 
Shank Color: Yellow 
Earlobes: Red
Hardy In Winter: Very cold hardy
Behavior: Adaptable to confinement, 
very adaptable to free range; calm, 
docile; can be curious; more easily 
handled
Brooding: Can be broody

Data adapted from and courtesy of 
John Henderson/Henderson's Chicken 
Chart, all copyrights apply. To review 
The ICYouSee Handy-Dandy Chicken 
Chart, an alphabetical list of more than 
60 chicken breeds with comparative 
information, visit www.ithaca.edu/staff/
jhenderson/chooks/dual.html, or search 
online “Henderson’s chicken chart.” 

Buckeye Cockerel Reserve Champion 
American of the 2007 Ohio National. 
Owned by Don Schrider, North 
Carolina. Photo by Neil Grassbaugh

lived in pens. Although she finds them 
“not as predator-savvy” as Leghorns, 
neither do they have any inclination to 
peck at each other or pluck feathers.

“They are peaceful,” she said. “We 
like their personalities.”

She noted another advantage when 
she moved her breeding flock of around 
20 birds on her half-acre front lawn to 
give them more space: “I didn’t have to 
mow the grass.”

Buckeyes are a dual-purpose breed, with good egg laying ability, and desirable meat 
qualities, but proper cooking is essential to bring out the flavor and tenderness. 

Buckeyes have a pea comb, making them a 
good choice for harsh winter climates. 
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Buckeyes on the Table
Proper cooking is essential to bring out 

the flavor and make it tender. Birds at 16-
18 weeks are too tough for frying or sau-
téing. Frederic Beranger, an experienced 
professional cook, finds the tabletop rotis-
serie gives the best results. The rotisserie 
encloses water, to cook with moist heat, 
and the meat self-bastes. Crock pots and 
other slow cooking methods work well.

Chef Emeril Lagasse cooked four of 
the Berangers’ Buckeyes for a Food Net-
work show that aired in November, 2009. 
He used a traditional Italian method, but-
terflying the bird and marinating it, then 
cooking it under a brick wrapped in foil. 
The weight of the brick flattens the meat 
and cooks it evenly. 

The Berangers find that Buckeyes 
produce a sturdy gelatin and stock. Mr. 
Beranger calls it Liquid Gold. The gelatin 
can be used instead of goose fat in making 
pate and confit.

Living with Buckeyes
That charming Buckeye personality 

won Laura Haggarty of Williamstown, 
Kentucky’s heart. They greet her so 
warmly, she can hardly walk, impeded 
by chickens clustered around her feet. 
Relations among birds are congenial, with 
roosters taking a gentle interest in watching 
over the flock and little fighting between 
males. Their social nature is expressed in 
a variety of vocalizations, from a purr to a 
roar, particularly among the roosters.

“You can tell they used to be dino-
saurs,” Mrs. Haggarty said.

Mrs. Haggarty’s foundation sire, a cock 
bird which won Best of Breed at the Top 
of Ohio show in June, 2009 and which was 
Reserve Champion of the Junior Show at 
the Bluegrass Show in 2007 (shown below 
being held by Colleen Haggarty).

Reserve Champion American Breed at the 
Southern Ohio Poultry Association’s 17th 
Annual Fall Show in Lucasville on October 
3, 2009. The eight-month-old pullet comes 
from Mrs. Haggarty’s crossing of birds 
from the John Brown and ALBC lines. 
Photo by Tiffany Mullins.

She observes that they are strong 
from the start. 

“They practically leap out of their 
shells,” she said. 

They grow fast, but benefit from 
higher protein feed than other breeds, as 
much as 30 percent, for the first 16-18 
weeks. Chick feed is around 20 percent 
protein, so many start them on game bird 
starter, around 28 percent. Many Buck-
eye owners supplement that with meal 
worms, which can be grown separately. 
The birds often enjoy yogurt, a source of 
protein and calcium.

Her care is working: One of her 
Buckeye pullets took Reserve Cham-
pion American Breed at the Southern 
Ohio Poultry Association’s 17th Annual 
Fall Show in Lucasville in October. The 
eight-month-old pullet comes from Mrs. 
Haggarty’s crossing of birds from the 
John Brown and ALBC lines.

“It doesn’t happen that often that a 
Buckeye makes it to Champion Row,” 
she said. “It’s such a pleasure when one 
does. It’s nice to see the birds’ profile is 
getting a bit higher.”

Mrs. Beranger recommends add-
ing apple cider vinegar to the water a 
couple of times a week as a preventive 
against coccidia. She also feeds each 
bird a teaspoon a week of a remedy 
she makes herself, to boost immune 
systems and resist worms. She adapted 
the mixture from a recipe provided by 
Juliette de Bairacli Levy’s Complete 
Herbal Handbook for Farm and Stable: 
• 4 parts molasses
• 4 parts olive oil, wheat germ oil or cod 
liver oil
• 1 part ground comfrey leaf or ground 
cayenne pepper 
• 2 parts garlic

“They eat it like candy,” she said.

Buckeye Clubs
Reviving a dwindling breed means sup-

porting breeders who are taking on a new 
project. At present there are two clubs for 
those who breed Buckeyes. Mr. Lay of Ohio 
resurrected the name of the original Ameri-
can Buckeye Club for a breeders group in 
2009, one hundred years after the first club 
was started. The American Buckeye Club 
focuses on improving the production values 
of the breed. A list of breeders is posted on 
its site, http://www.americanbuckeyeclub.
org/. Its Yahoo discussion group can be 
accessed from the site.

Another club, the American Buckeye 

Poultry Club was started by Mrs. Haggarty 
in 2008. Its focus is to breed birds in accor-
dance with the APA and ABA Standards, 
while still retaining the heritage values that 
make the breed so special. She has recruited 
Mrs. Beranger as a technical advisor, and 
the group is a registered 501c(3)nonprofit. 
It is a more traditional club for those who 
show their birds, but also is open to anyone 
with an interest in the breed. Organizational 
details of point systems and districts are still 
being ironed out, and the first official meet-
ing was held at the Ohio National show, 
on November 14th, 2009. “A breed club 
can help members find other people who 
have stock to bring new blood into your 
flock,” Mrs. Haggarty said. “It gives you 
someone to turn to, so you aren’t starting 
at Square One.”
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Mrs. Haggarty’s experience with on-
line forums gave her the background to 
use the Internet to attract members. The 
club’s Yahoo group, http://tech.groups.
yahoo.com/group/AmericanBuckeye-
PoultryClub/, is a lively exchange of 
information among those new to the 
breed, as well as those with more exten-
sive experience with Buckeyes. The clubs 
website is http://www.americanbuckeye-
poultryclub.com. 

Reviving a Declining Breed
Duane Urch, revered poultry judge 

and breeder, has had his flock since 1958, 
when he acquired them from Howard 
Tallman of Florida, now deceased. Mr. 
Urch remembers that Tallman provided 
food to his chicks in crocks, so that the 
chicks had to be strong enough to jump 
over the sides. He changed the crocks 
for ones with higher sides as the chicks 
grew, to continue providing a challenge. 
That was one of his ways of ensuring the 
vitality of his birds, Mr. Urch said.

Mr. Urch was disappointed with his 
2009 hatch, though. He is looking for 
additional birds to breed into his flock 
next year, ideally from a flock raised 
from birds that came from his flock in the 

past. Please contact him at Urch/Turnland 
Poultry, 2142 NE 47th Avenue, Owatonna, 
MN 55060-1074, (507) 451-6782 if you 
have birds from his line that could be bred 
back into his flock.

More Buckeye history is yet to be un-
covered. Genealogical research may con-
tribute additional information about Mrs. 
Metcalf. Mrs. Haggarty pursues research 
professionally, and has found documen-
tation for Mrs. Metcalf’s three children. 
Unfortunately, the last one of them died 
in 1988, leaving no heirs. However, the 
increased interest in Buckeyes may yet 
unearth records that will add more detail 
to the journey of this historic breed.

Organizations such as the Society for 
Preservation of Poultry Antiquities (SPPA) 
and the American Livestock Breeds Con-
servancy (ALBC) are working to restore 
and conserve historic breeds such as the 
Buckeye. Contacts: SPPA Secretary/Trea-
surer Dr. Charles Everett, 107 Nick Watts 
Rd., Lugoff, SC 29078, (803) 960-2114, 
http://poultrybookstore.com; ALBC at 
P.O. Box 477, Pittsboro, NC 27312, (919) 
542-5704, http://www.albc-usa.org/.

For more information on the Ameri-
can Buckeye Poultry Club, please see 
their ad on page 16.—Ed. 

America’s Oldest Bird Supply Company!

What a great product!  Used in Europe for years.  Foy’s is proud to be your 
distributor in North America.  Foy’s truly believes that many different uses will 
be found for this Electronic Doorkeeper.  Cat and dog owners may use it to 
open and close an entrance to the dog house, garage or out building.  Poultry 
fanciers may want to use it to allow the flock to go outside and then close it 
when it gets dark.  Pigeon fanciers will be able to allow a door to open at dawn 
and close it at a chosen time later.  Pigeon racers may use it when flying the 
darkening system, or perhaps if you have a special use, you can let us know.
This automatic control device can be used wherever a vertical sliding gate is 
to be opened and closed to respond to light conditions at dawn and dusk. The 
sensitivity of the system is adjustable.  Using one of our timers, it is not only 
possible to open and close the sliding gate according to the time setting 
or to open and close it in response to light conditions, but it is also easy 
to set a maximum for the closing time. #2100  Doorkeeper   $189.95

#2101  Doorkeeper with light sensor $199.95
#2102  Doorkeeper Timer    $89.95
#2103  9” x 13” Door    $28.95
#2104  12” x 15” Door    $32.95
#2105  13” x 20” Door    $44.95
#2106  Outside Light Sensor    $22.95

(All Prices Are Subject To Change)

Call for your FREE 2009-2010 Catalog

All orders received by 2:00 P.M., shipped 

same day (on in stock items only) 

or a 15% discount on your next order. 

Offer expires 30 days after shipping date.

CALL FOR YOUR FREE 2009 - 2010 CATALOG

www.FOYSPETSUPPLIES.com

3185 Bennett’s Run Road, Beaver Falls, Pa 15010

CALL 1-877-355-7727
or order online at: 

www.foyspetsupplies.com
jgagne@zoominternet.net     -    Loft questions, health questions, etc.

foyspigeon@zoominternet.net   -    All correspondence, please.

Automatic Doorkeeper

Other uses for the Electronic Doorkeeper are poultry houses, dog and 
cat entrances, etc.  Perhaps you want an animal to be released at a  
certain time, after you leave for work for example.  Just set the time 
and it will open.  You can close it at your convenience or set a time 
for it to close automatically.
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ryan B. walden

wiscOnsin

It was the winter of 2007, I had been 
chickenless for several months, and 
the snow was deep. Cabin fever was 

at its peak. As if by magic a hatchery 
catalog appeared in my mail. My last 
flock had been Buff Orpingtons and I 
was going to order more. As I read the 
catalog over and over I became attracted 
to the Barnevelders. They are a medium 
size utility breed (providing both eggs 
and meat) from Barnevelder, Holland. 
Roosters weigh about 6-7 pounds and 
hens weigh 5-6 pounds. The most 
common, and only APA recognized, 
Double-laced variety gets its name from 
the hens’ reddish-brown feathers, with 
two lustrous black lines, one at the outer 
border and a second closer to the shaft. 
Males are black with some reddish brown 
highlights. They are a very calm showy 
chicken. The combination of good looks 
and status as extremely rare sold me on 
the Barnevelders. 

The problem was that I wanted 25 
chicks, too few to ship from Texas. A 
neighbor mentioned she wanted some 
chicks so we combined our orders and on 
April 18 my chicks arrived. Final count: 
25 straight run chicks; 15 cockerels, 10 

pullets. The chicks were very hardy and I 
had 100 percent survival until the chicks 
were about six weeks old. At that point 
a raccoon killed one of the pullets. The 
coon returned the next night for another 
chicken dinner but I told him that was not 
a good idea, don’t do it again and that was 
the end of the coon problem. It is all in 
the way you explain things. 

 Barnevelders are classed as extreme-
ly rare and that status comes with a price. 
Some hens lay a very light brown egg, 
a serious fault for a chicken known for 
laying very dark brown eggs. If possible 
the light colored eggs should not be used 
to produce replacement birds. The second 
problem has been an increase in blood 
spots in the eggs. I purchased my birds 
from a hatchery in Texas and I have no 
way of knowing the origin of the flock. 
The problem could be caused by inbreed-
ing. I have located a flock in Iowa and I 
plan to add a new bloodline to my flock 
to see if it reduces the problem. 

Barnevelders have many positive 
points besides good looks, and large 
brown eggs. They are very clean, spend-
ing a great deal of their time dusting and 
preening. They tolerate cold well but do 
not like snow. I shovel the snow in the 
pen so they will come out and enjoy the 
sun. They will come out when it is below 
zero but if there is snow they won’t come 
out when it is in the 30s. In case you are 
wondering who is in charge, the chickens 
or me, it is not me. 

Barny is very quiet for a rooster and 
only crows a few times a day. My Orp-
ington rooster had something to say about 
everything. The hens like to talk and at 
times can be rather loud. Unlike other 

Mr. Walden’s Barnevelders tend to forage near the coop, usually staying within 25 
yards. They are calm, friendly birds that lay large, dark reddish brown eggs. 

Barnevelder
Adventures
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Barnevelder
Class: Continental
Type: Large
Size: Standard: 6-7 lb.; Bantam: 2.25 lb.
Rarity: Very rare
Purpose: Dual
Recognized Varieties: Double-laced, Blue-laced, 
White, Black, others 
Egg Laying: Good (3/wk)
Egg Color: Very dark reddish brown,with matte 
finish
Egg Size: Large
Comb Type: Single Comb
Skin Color: Yellow 
Shank Color:Yellow
Earlobes: Red

Hardy In Winter: Less cold hardy; 
good in damp conditions
Behavior: Well adaptable to confinement or free 
range; calm, docile
Broody: Mixed reports on
setting & brooding

 Data adapted from and courtesy of John Henderson/
Henderson's Chicken Chart, all copyrights apply. To 
review The ICYouSee Handy-Dandy Chicken Chart, an 
alphabetical list of more than 60 chicken breeds with 
comparative information, visit www.ithaca.edu/staff/
jhenderson/chooks/dual.html, or search online “Hender-
son’s chicken chart.” 
 Illustrations copyright of the American Poultry Associa-
tion, Pat Horstman, Secretary/Treasurer.

chickens I have raised, the Barnevelders 
forage close to the coop, usually within 25 
yards. When they have been out for about 
30 minutes the flock will return to the pen. 
They stay in the pen for about 15 minutes, 
then venture back out to forage for weed 
seeds and insects. This flow continues 
from the time they are released (about 
4:00 until dusk when they go in the coop 
for the last time). They are very good at 
foraging and do a great job of turning grass 
clippings and weeds into compost.

They next items may not be considered 
positive. Barnies are very good at training 
people. My first glimpse of this trait was 
demonstrated by two cockerels, Extra 
Crispy and Original Recipe. I would let 
the chickens out to range and at dusk they 
would go back into the coop, all except 
these two cockerels. They would see me 
coming and start running. They would race 
around for about 10 minutes, then go into 
the coop. This game went on for several 
weeks. It ended when they became the first 
to live up to their names. 

It was now Amelia Earhart’s turn to 
show her talents. She would fly out, for-
age around, and then fly back into the 
pen. This went on several times a day. I 
have had many chickens, and there were 
always a few that would fly out of the 
pen. Until Amelia came along I had never 
had a chicken put herself back in. The 
problem began when Amelia gave flying 
lessons. Her students learned the fly out 

but could not grasp the fly in part. It was 
necessary to clip a few wing feathers. 

I give my chickens vegetable trim-
mings, scraps and coffee grounds. When 

they see me with the white pail they come 
at a run. Barny talks to his girls and shares 
the “good stuff” [popcorn] with them. 
The hens take the goodies and run away 
to eat it. They like their coffee grounds 
and pail of warm water in the morning. 
They also get rather upset with me if I 
am late with their groceries. 

Barnevelders are a group of chickens 
that need dedicated people to help bring 
them up to the standard. They lend them-
selves well to small areas. They are very 
showy, calm, quiet and lay large brown 
eggs. They are also good at recycling your 
grass clippings and coffee grounds. Be 
aware that you will be the one making the 
adjustments but the laughs are worth it. 

I am not an expert on Barnevelders 
but if you have questions about them 
or just want to talk chickens my e-mail 
address is prwalden@starband.net. I will 
try to return your requests. If your experi-
ences are different from mine I would like 
to know that also. 

The Barnevelder Club of North 
America is no longer in existance. Some 
additional information and photos can be 
found at www.feathersite.com or by doing 
an online search.—Ed. 

Barnevelder hens have gorgeous double-laced plumage that seems to shimmer in the 
sunlight. 
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ByrOn Parker

randall Burkey cOmPany

texas

As the New Year approaches I find 
myself filled with mixed emo-
tions about my future. Like most 

people, I usually look forward to each new 
year with an enthusiastic and optimistic 
attitude prepared to do whatever it takes 
to improve my overall existence. Whether 
or not I actually do the things necessary 
to improve my life is irrelevant because at 
least some good comes out of the feelings 
I experience while remaining hopeful and 
energized. Although I am hopeful 2010 
will be a great year, I am overwhelmed 
with doubt and uncertainty because of one 
unavoidable day, my birthday. I turn 40 
in the year 2010 and I have to admit that 
it’s really bothering me. I have friends in 
their fifties and older who will smack me 
on the head and tell me to “get over it” 
whenever I start feeling sorry for myself. 
On the other hand, I’m also surrounded 
by friends in their early to mid thirties that 
have a way of emphasizing the negative 
implications of this milestone. One of my 
close friends who is still enjoying his mid-
thirties, loves to throw fuel on the fire with 
comments like, “Look on the bright side, 
at least you’re not as old as you look.” 
Ouch! The truth is, mentally, emotionally, 
and physically, I really don’t feel much 
different at 39 than I did at 29. In fact, this 
is beginning to sound familiar; I think I 

spent most of 2000 sulking because I was 
going to turn 30 that year. What a waste! 
Turning 30 sounds pretty darn good to 
me now! A good friend of mine recently 
encouraged me to try living in the “now” 
and enjoy where I am in life whenever I 
am there. Happiness is a choice, he said. 
I do want to be happy and for the most 
part I am, I just feel like I’m standing in 
line for a rollercoaster I’ve never been on 
and although I know it’s going to be fun 
when I get on it, I can’t help but worry 
while waiting in line. Of course, what 
fun would any rollercoaster be if it didn’t 
frighten us a little? 

Chickens on the other hand, don’t 
worry about turning 40, four maybe but not 
40. If you ever come across a 40-year-old 
chicken let me know. However, chickens 
have other issues that are worth a little 
worry, if they are indeed capable of worry. 
I rarely ever go to bed wondering if a rac-
coon is going to sneak into my bed at night 
and ring my neck while I’m sleeping but 
a chicken on the other hand, whether they 
know it or not, are at risk for that happening 
nearly every night. Of course, no one puts 
their chickens in the coop at night and says, 
“Goodnight, sleep tight; don’t let the coon 
ring your neck!” That would be like telling 
my kids right before they go to bed, “Don’t 
worry, I’ll lock the front door to keep the 
axe wielding maniacs out.” In reality, 
just like most other parents, I find myself 
spending a few moments before bedtime 
reassuring my children that home is safe 
and they have nothing to worry about, that 
there are no monsters in the closet or under 
the bed. Unfortunately, I don’t have enough 
time in the day to reassure my chickens of 
their safety with soft spoken words that they 
probably wouldn’t understand anyway. No, 
the best thing I can do for them is make sure 
the coop door is closed before I go to bed.

As chickens become more common as 
pets to people with busy lifestyles, there 
has been greater interest in products that 
make raising them less demanding. The 
latest products to really grab my atten-
tion are the new automatic chicken coop 
doors that have been popping up lately. 
Just the idea of an automatic door for 
chicken coops sounds pretty cool! I don’t 

know why, maybe it’s a guy thing, but I 
am fascinated by anything automated. I 
guess I’m easily entertained; I still get 
excited when toast pops out of my toaster. 
However, these new automatic doors for 
chicken coops really are a smart idea and 
although they won’t make toast, they can 
help keep your chickens alive. The idea 
behind the automatic coop door is to not 
only relieve people from the daily routine 
of opening and closing the coop door but 
to also help prevent catastrophe from 
striking by eliminating the possibility 
of leaving the coop door open at night. 
Anyone with chickens knows what a 
costly error that can be! Let’s face it, the 
boogieman probably doesn’t check your 
front door every night to see if you’ve 
locked it, but a raccoon will check your 
chicken coop door twice every night to 
make sure it’s closed. Of course, if the 
new automatic chicken coop doors do 
everything they promise, than you can 

With all the new innovative products for 
backyard poultry, 2010 promises to be a 
great year for Backyard Poultry readers 
and their chickens.

Above: In many cases automatic coop 
doors that allow for inside installation 
will allow you to keep your existing door 
intact and won’t detract from the coops 
appearance.
Below: A Buff Orpington looks over the 
new automatic chicken coop door before 
heading outside.

Automatic Doors for Chicken Coops 
Why Chickens Should Look Forward to the New Year
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stay inside by the fire on that cold and 
snowy night and still meet all your re-
sponsibilities. 

The automatic chicken coop door 
is not actually a brand new idea; it has 
been around for years in some fashion or 
another. The Electronic Doorkeeper has 
been used for years in parts of Europe and 
is marketed for use as an automatic door 
for dogs, cats, pigeons, and chickens. 
The battery operated Electronic Door-
keeper will lift any vertical sliding door 
weighing up to seven pounds but most 
suppliers of this product will recommend 
purchasing their metal door for optimum 
performance. This unit actually activates 
in response to light conditions, opening 
at dawn and closing at dusk or a separate 
timer can purchased if you prefer it to 
open and close at specific times. (Foy’s 
sells the Electronic Doorkeeper on page 
49.—Ed.)

Newer to the market are two auto-
matic chicken coop doors that are great 
examples of American ingenuity. Both of 
these units appear to have been developed 
out of necessity by people that possess 
both chickens and a handy workshop. 
They are mostly one piece (includes at-
tached vertical sliding door) units in wood 
frames that include a programmable timer 
attached to the unit by a wire lead. These 
units require electricity to operate, which 
may pose an issue for anyone that doesn’t 
already have electricity to their coop. 
Outside of that minor obstacle, they 
may be worth looking into. The cleverly 
named Poultry Butler is the third unit 
I’ve stumbled across and although it is 
intended to be installed inside the coop, 
it is an aesthetically pleasing unit in my 
opinion. This automatic chicken coop 
door is constructed of wood and metal 
parts and uses a photo sensor to allow the 
door to automatically open at dawn and 

 Byron’s friend 
Mike is installing 
a Poultry Butler 
inside his new 
coop. He and 
other friends 
using other auto 
coop doors hope 
to provide Byron 
with valuable 
information about 
these products that 
he can pass along to 
our readers.
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USA

close at dusk. Although it does require 
electricity to operate, the manufacturer 
does indicate battery operation is an 
option. Of all the neat features this unit 
offers, I would have to say the product’s 
name is my favorite!

With all the interest and demand for 
automatic coop doors, there are a few 
others in development that may be re-
leased in the near future. One company, 
for instance, is developing an automatic 
chicken coop door and they’ve decided 
to kick it up a notch! From what I’ve 
heard, this new unit would make come-
dian Tim Allen do one of his trademark 
grunts. How could any man not like a 
device that comes with a remote con-
trol? That’s right; they hope to develop 
a remote programmable timer that you 
can set from distances of up to 150 feet 
away. In addition to setting the timer with 
the handheld remote unit, it would also 
allow you to open the door remotely by 
a push of a button, which would come in 
handy if you’re standing at your kitchen 
window and notice a straggler outside 
the coop. These bells and whistles will 
come with a cost, but some might argue 
it’s worth it. 

With all the great new products avail-

able, both chickens and backyard poultry 
enthusiasts alike have a lot to look for-
ward to in the New Year. 

Now that we’re smack in the middle 
of the holiday season, it’s a great time to 
prepare you and your flock for a better 
tomorrow by looking into some other 
geat new products. Here is a list of five 
new poultry products that make perfect 
Christmas gifts and promise to make the 
New Year a happy one.

1. Raising Chickens for Dummies – 
You really don’t have to a dummy to learn 
something from this new book. From the 
popular series of books “For Dummies” 
this truly is one of the most up to date and 
informative books available.

2. Treat Ball for Chickens – This 
could be considered the world’s first toy 
for pet chickens. Just fill with cabbage or 
other fresh greens and watch them play.

3. Free Range Feeder with Timer 
– This feeder helps encourage natural 
foraging behavior. Hang in your backyard 
and set the timer to release small amounts 
of feed throughout the day 

4. Automatic Doors for Chicken 
Coops – Take your time and research the 
available products. The concept is great 
and if the doors prove to be reliable, I think 

Above: The amusing title never gets old 
and the information found inside Raising 
Chickens for Dummies is invaluable to 
anyone raising chickens.
Below: America’s pet chickens finally 
have a treat they can call their own. 
See advertisement on page 67 for more 
information.

everyone will have one in the near future.
5. Happy Hen Treats – Finally, treats 

made exclusively for your pet chickens! 
These would make great gifts for your 
friends with chickens and because they’re 
brand new, I can almost guarantee they 
don’t already have it.

Of course I would be remiss not to 
mention last year’s favorite stocking 
stuffer, Chicken Poop Lip Junk. It’s been 
a year since I first discovered this product 
but I still find it extremely amusing and a 
great conversation piece at the very least. 
You can find this product and most of the 
other five products listed above at most of 
the poultry supply companies advertising 
inside Backyard Poultry. 

Once again my chickens have helped 
me get a clearer picture of what really 
matters in life. By just observing and un-
derstanding their lives better, those little 
feathered friends have really put things 
in perspective. This year is going to be 
great! Turning 40 is going to be great! 
After all, I’m not just getting older; I’m 
getting wiser, right? My wife says she 
doesn’t see any signs of that happening 
yet—but there’s still hope! Have a Merry 
Christmas and a happy New Year.
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Regarding Chickens: Essentials for the 
flock owner, by Frederick J. Dunn, DVD, 
(www.FredsFineFowl.com) $29.00 on-
line or at specialty retailers.

reviewed By Jd Belanger

editOr emeritus

Over the years, I have reviewed 
many books. Never — until 
now—have I reviewed, or 

even looked at, a video. So it shouldn’t 
be surprising that my first impressions 
and reactions deal not so much with the 
content and quality of the video itself, 
as with the differences between books 
and DVDs.

Having said that, Regarding Chick-
ens: Essentials for the flock owner, by 
Frederick J. Dunn (www.FredsFine-
Fowl.com) seems (to this septuage-
narian babe in the woods) to be very 
well done in terms of photography and 
coverage. The essentials are there as 
promised, including things as elemen-
tary as ordering chicks from a catalog. 
(Be sure to opt for the Marek’s vaccina-
tion.) Incubation and brooding, feeding 
and housing, showing and predators are 
all discussed, to various degrees. 

Those discussions are probably 
sufficient in a media, whether print or 
electronic, aimed at rank beginners. But 
they bring up what I consider a major 
flaw with audio and video materials: 
People who can read can read much 
faster than people can talk. This has two 
effects. One is that a kind of boredom 

sets in while the video watcher waits for 
the words to come out, and it’s easy for 
attention to wander. Several times certain 
words or phrases caught my attention, but 
it was too late: I missed part of it. With a 
book, I could go back and read it again, 
much easier than rewinding a video.

Another consideration is that it takes a 
lot more time to go through the same mate-
rial. This isn’t even counting the thumb-
twiddling time spent waiting for the credits 
and dedications and FBI warnings about 
copying to fade away — the kind of stuff 
you can skip entirely in a book by turning 
a page. And in this three-hour video we 
spend a lot of time just looking at pictures. 
They’re very nice pictures, but they take 
time, and they’re not optional.

In the same vein, when I write book 
reviews I invariably flip through the pag-
es again to find certain passages or topics 
I want to comment on. Not with a video. 
So, what if you wanted to go back later 
and get the details on, say, incubation? It 
would be much easier with a book.

In some cases, the video portion 
can more than make up for that, but not 
always. An example here is when Fred 
Dunn and an avian diagnostic pathologist 
stand and talk to each other for the entire 
segment. This would have been much 
more helpful in print, or there could have 
been some visual aids. The chat with a 
judge and master showman is a little 
better: at least there are some chickens 
to look at. The section on candling eggs 
makes much better use of the power of 
video, showing a hairline crack, differ-
ences in shell thickness, etc. 

While I maintain that the printed 
word is far superior for conveying and 
retrieving information, there can be no 
doubt that it can’t compete with video 
for entertainment value. The informa-
tion in Regarding Chickens could be 
(and arguably is) found in a single is-
sue of Backyard Poultry. But even the 
most wonderful photographs, printed 
on the highest-quality paper, couldn’t 
hold a candle to some of the fantastic 
moving pictures in this video. I loved 
the pictures of various breeds, zoom-
ing in to larger-than-life close-ups and 
panning magnificently colored feathers 
beautifully wafting in the wind. Add the 

videO review:

Regarding Chickens: Essentials for the flock owner
characteristic chicken movements we’re 
all familiar with … and some crowing! … 
and even an old dyed-in-the-wool print 
man like me has to admit that some of this 
new-fangled stuff is pretty cool.

For someone with no poultry experi-
ence whatsoever, this video would be a 
fantastic introduction. It provides all the 
basic information needed to get started. 
But the gorgeous pictures of chickens in 
action — from chicks arriving at the post 
office to foraging hens to birds mating 
to fighting cocks — will do more to get 
people excited about raising poultry than 
any printed page could even hope for.

As education, this is strictly for begin-
ners. As entertainment, it’s a delight for 
any poultry lover.

Jd Belanger founded the original 
Backyard Poultry in 1979. His latest book 
is The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Self-
Sufficient Living, which will be released 
in December, 2009. 
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Backyard Poultry Bookstore

gail damerOw
This informative book for both begin-
ning and experienced chicken owners 
is now completely updated. It covers 
breed selection, building feeders and 
shelters, how to collect and store your 
eggs to maintain freshness (or hatching), 
maintaining good flock health, raising 
broilers for meat, and showing your birds. 
341 pages, $19.95. Updated version 
available January, 2010.

Storey’s Guide to Raising Chickens

dave hOlderread
Everything you need to know to raise ducks 
successfully. This comprehensive, fully 
illustrated guide takes you through every 
step of owning ducks. It provides the most 
up-to-date information on various breeds 
(including rare breeds), feeding, housing, 
egg production, health care and more. 
316 pages, $18.95

Storey’s Guide to Raising Ducks

Storey’s Guide to Raising Poultry
leOnard s. mercia

An invaluable resource for everyone who raises 
poultry. It contains the most comprehensive 
and current information on raising chickens, 
turkeys, waterfowl, and game birds. Covers 
breed selection (for both meat and egg pro-
duction), hatching, housing and equipment, 
feeding, and rearing. 343 pages, $18.95

Storey’s Guide to Raising Turkeys
leOnard s. mercia

Complete how-to information on raising 
turkeys from young poults to delicious, 
thick-breasted birds. Discussions on select-
ing the right turkey for your flock, breeding 
and management, processing, flock health, 
feeding and housing. Contains in-depth 
housing plan illustrations. Revised and 
updated. 199 pages, $18.95

For a complete listing of all books available from the Backyard Poultry Bookstore, visit our
website at www.backyardpoultrymag.com. If you do not have Internet access, write to 

Bookstore Catalog Request, 145 Industrial Dr., Medford, WI 54451 or call 800-551-5691.

How to Raise Poultry
Everything You Need to Know

christine heinrichs
If you want to raise poultry—for feathers or eggs, beauty 
or meat, pleasure or profit—this book is the perfect 
place to begin. Poultry expert Christine Heinrichs lays 
out the distinctions between waterfowl (ducks, geese 
and swans), turkeys, gamebirds (peafowl, pheasants, 
quail and others), ratites (ostriches, emus, and rheas), 
and pigeons. She then clearly details the very different 
requirements for raising each species, from feeding 
and housing to husbandry and health, to showing and 

marketing and legal concerns. Whether you’re thinking of starting a flock 
or acquiring a few feathered friends, this handy guide tells you everything 
you need to know. 192 pages, $19.95

How to Raise Chickens
Everything You Need to Know

christine heinrichs
This book is thoroughly modern and comprehensive. It 
delivers everything the subtitle promises: “Everything 
you need to know—Breed guide and selection—Proper 
care and healthy feeding—Building facilities and 
fencing—Showing advice.” And it’s all presented in 
the context of today’s small, backyard flock. How to 
Raise Chickens might sound like a simple premise for 
a poultry book but this one goes way beyond the how-

tos. 191 pages, $19.95

Gorgeous, full-color photographs of 
more than 128 birds. This definitive guide 
includes a brief history of the breed, detailed 
descriptions of identifying characteristics 
and colorful photographs that celebrate the 
birds’ quirky personalities and charming 
good looks. If it’s fowl facts and photos you 

want, you’ll find them all here! 278 pages, $24.95

Storey’s Illustrated Guide
to Poultry Breeds

carOl ekarius

Pastured Poultry Profit$
By JOel salatin

In this classic, Joel Salatin explains how to raise 
pastured poultry on pasture in portable, bottomless 
pens and earn $20,000 in six months time. This 
hands-on book covers everything from taking care 
of day-old chicks to marketing your four-pound 
broilers. It will teach you about the benefits of 
pasture, choosing a breed, starting chicks, pen and 

pasture details, processing, common problems, marketing, and more. 
334 pages, $30.00

Family Friendly Farming
A Multigenerational 

Home-Based Business Testament

By JOel salatin
With the average age of U.S. farmers now over 

60 years, the next few years will witness tremen-
dous changes of land ownership in the countryside. 
But few would advise their children to enter such a 
troubled industry. Family Friendly Farming offers 

hope for stressed families, dissatisfied employees, and hurried/harried 
lifestyles. Based on his love of good farming, Salatin’s principles apply 
to all entrepreneurial family businesses. 402 pages, $35.00
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Gardening with Guineas
Jeannette s. FergusOn

This book is a delightful and informative guide to 
raising guinea fowl on a small scale. It covers the life 
of a guinea from egg to adult, including incubation, 
feeding, housing, training and common problems. 
Jeannette includes information on reasons for raising 

guinea fowl (they eat garden pests, ticks and hate snakes), what you 
need to know before you buy guineas, working with newborns and 
young keets, and much more. 131 pages, $14.95

terry gOlsOn

This is not just another egg cookbook. This one stresses 
farmstead eggs. It is written by professional chef and 
cooking instructor, Terry Golson, who also keeps hens 
in her backyard. She knows the differences between 
factory farm eggs and farmstead eggs and differences 

that affect cooking. The 70 recipes are simple and quick, but delicious. 
Even though some have a touch of elegance, it’s a down-home, peasant 
gourmet kind of elegance. 124 pages, Hardcover, $16.95

The Farmstead Egg Cookbook

The Book of Geese
a Complete Guide to Raising the Home Flock

dave hOlderread
One of the classics of waterfowl management. An 
easy-to-read book with good illustrations and dia-
grams, takes you from the egg through incubation, 
gosling stage, feeding, housing, mating, health and 

physical problems. It covers all breeds of geese with descriptions of the 
traits unique to each breed. This really is the complete guide to raising 
the home flock. 209 pages, $18.95

Have You Hugged Your 
CHICKEN Today?

ORDER YOURS TODAY!

Tell the world how you really feel... 
with a Brand-New, 

High-Quality, Fruit of the Loom®

Backyard Poultry T-shirt.

Only $14 each

Backyard Poultry T-Shirts

See order form 
on page 59.

Makes a 
Great Gift!

Available in navy blue, red or white,
and two styles.

Chickens have become the mascot of the local food 
movement. A desire for sustainable, clean, wholesome 
food and superior soil quality has led more and more 

suburban and city dwellers to keep laying hens in their backyards and 
gardens. City Chicks is an excellent resource for the beginner or avid 
chicken enthusiast. 460 pages, $22.50

City Chicks
Keeping Micro-flocks of Laying Hens 
as Garden Helpers, Compost Makers, 

Bio-recyclers and Local Food Suppliers

Patricia FOreman

Living with Chickens
Jay Rossier

Tens of thousands of people in all areas of the 
country enjoy raising chickens, whether for food 
or companionship. You may want to read Living 
With Chickens just for the sheer joy of it. Straight-
forward prose and illustrations give any future 
chicken farmer the tools he or she needs to get 

started. Jay Rossier discusses everything from feeding and housing 
the birds to keeping marauders from invading the coop. Personal 
anecdotes, interesting facts, and lush, full-color photographs round 
out this indispensable guide. 203 pages, $16.95

Front:

Back:

Raising Poultry 
on Pasture 

Ten Years of Success
 

edited By JOdy Padgham
Raising Poultry on Pasture: Ten Years of 
Success has over 130 illustrated articles. It’s 
divided into 14 chapters and is fully indexed 
for ease of reference. The enormous range of 

viewpoints and techniques make this book unlike any other. Includes 
an overview of pastured poultry, brooding, genetics, shelter designs, 
day-range systems, equipment, eggs on pasture, turkeys, ducks and 
other poultry, nutrition and health, processing, marketing, record-
keeping, insurance and more. 246 pages, $39.95
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Chicken Coops
45 Plans For Housing Your Flock

Judy Pangman
Whether you keep one hen or 1,000 hens, you 
will find a housing plan in this comprehensive 
book. Coops range from fashionable backyard 
structures to large-scale, movable shelters. You 
will also find plans for converting trailer frames, 
greenhouses and sheds using recycled materials 
and simple ways to make waterers, feeders and 
nestboxes. 166 pages, $19.95

Chicken Tractor
andy lee & Pat FOreman

This revolutionary, practical book will delight gar-
deners and poultry growers everywhere. A chicken 
tractor is a bottomless, portable pen that can be 
moved wherever you need help in the garden. Chick-
ens aerate the soil while eating pests and weeds, then 

fertilize the beds with manure. Best of all, they provide the great tast-
ing eggs and meat not available in any grocery store. Chicken Tractor 
shows how building a better garden can result in twice as much food 
from half as much land. You’ll find complete instructions for build-
ing and using pens, tips on breed selection, plus money-making ideas. 
318 pages, $22.95

HomeMade
101 easy-to-make things for 
your garden, home or farm

ken Braren & rOger griFFith
If you want to save time and money, or make your 
life easier and more productive, look through this 
book. Here are some of those ideas: fireplace front, 
to conserve heat; root cellar, to store those valuable 

vegetables through the winter; fences, gates, stiles—even a turnstile; animal 
shelters—from birds to horses; window greenhouse; inexpensive solar drier; 
and dozens of small, useful items such as stove wood containers, a macramé 
hanger, tool storage units and seed containers. 176 pages, $14.95

How to Build
Animal Housing

carOl ekarius
How to Build Animal Housing helps you 
evaluate the housing needs of your animals 
and provides dozens of adaptable plans for 
sheds, coops, hutches, multi-purpose barns, 
windbreaks, and shade structures, as well as 

plans for essential equipment. You’ll get tried-and-true advice on the 
importance of planning ahead and budgeting adequately. The detailed 
plans are supplemented with an entire section dedicated to construc-
tion techniques. Includes: Portable shelters, backyard pens, coops and 
hutches, barns of all sizes, stables both large and small, windbreaks, 
shade structures, and more! 260 pages, $24.95

Fences for 
Pasture & Garden

gail damerOw
The complete guide to choosing, planning, 
and building today’s best fences: wire, rail, 
electric, high-tension, temporary, woven, 
and snow. Gail Damerow has a lifetime of 
experience with goats and other animals, and 
weighs the pros and cons of various fencing 

systems—from the traditional to the latest technology and helps you 
select the best one for your needs. Filled with sound, up-to-date advice 
and instruction, this complete guide makes fence building a task anyone 
can tackle with confidence. 154 pages, $16.95

For a complete listing of all books available from the Backyard Poultry Bookstore, visit our
website at www.backyardpoultrymag.com. If you do not have Internet access, write to 

Bookstore Catalog Request, 145 Industrial Dr., Medford, WI 54451 or call 800-551-5691.

Handy Farm Devices
and How to Make Them

rOlFe cOBleigh
Dating from the Golden Age of American Farming, 
this volume is both a tribute to days gone by and a 
resource for present day homeowners, farmers, and 
ranchers striving toward greater self-sufficiency. Here 
you will find hundreds of clever ways to transform 
those odds and ends that might seem like junk into 
very useful gadgets and tools, from a treadmill that 
can power a dairy separator and churn, to a drinking 

fountain for chickens. Other devices include a rig for moving large trees; a 
self-feeder for bees; a hand garden cultivator; and gates that lift over snow-
drifts. It’s full of useful illustrations and includes a whole section of tried-
and-true tips. 304 pages, $9.95

Livestock Guardians
Using Dogs, Donkeys & Llamas to Protect Your Herd

Janet Vorwald Dohner
Well-trained hard working dogs, donkeys and 
llamas are an increasingly popular and effective 
solution to livestock predation. Properly selected 
and managed, these guardian animals protect 
sheep, goats, and other livestock from wolves, 
bears, mountain lions, coyotes, and many smaller 
predators.
This complete guide to working with guard-

ian animals shows you how to select the right breed for your needs, 
establish deep bonds between guardian and livestock, and train your 
guard animal to carry out his duties reliably and effectively. Dohner’s 
practical advice will help you successfully integrate a guard animal 
into your farm for years of inexpensive, nonlethal safety and security. 
229 pages, $24.95

Homemade Contrivances 
and How to Make Them

1001 Labor-Saving Devices 
for Farm, Garden, Dairy and Workshop

The traditional American devices contained in this 
intriguing compilation date from an era long before 
milking machines, pesticide sprayers, and industrial 
hay bailers. Yet the simple inventions described for 
doing everything from managing young bulls to 
protecting drain outlets can be just as useful for today’s 
farmer as they were for the homesteaders of over a 
century ago. Discover how to make such items as a mov-

able nest for hens, a ribless boat, a contraption to extricate a mired animal, a 
farm cart with adjustable racks for larger loads, a wire fence tightener, a fruit 
picker, a grindstone set and frame, and much more. This book is a boon for 
the rancher, farmer, or anyone who loves the rural life. 621 pages, $14.95
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Backyard Poultry Book Order Form

gail damerOw
In this must-have reference for the small flock owner, 
Gail discusses the problems and diseases common to 
chickens of all breeds and all ages. It also explains how 
to hatch healthy chicks, provide proper nutrition, fight 
parasites, spot diseases and infections in their early 

stages, protect the flock from predators and building safe houses and 
yards. Practical charts help pinpoint common symptoms and causes 
of disease. An extensive listing provides quick access to treatments 
and remedies for everything from poor egg production to crooked toe 
syndrome. Generously illustrated. 344 pages, $19.95 

The Chicken Health HandbookThe Mating and Breeding 
of Poultry

harry m. lamOn & rOB r. slOcum
This book, first published in 1920, and now back in 
print, outlines all you need to know to become an ac-
complished breeder. It includes manipulating shape 

and color combinations, preparing birds for weather, encouraging 
the juiciest meat and largest eggs and much more. Authors Lamon & 
Slocum were the Senior Poultrymen at the Bureau of Animal Industry 
for the USDA. 341 pages, $14.95

Phone: _________________________________________________ 

Visa/MC/AmEx/Disc No._______________________Exp._________

Signature_______________________________________________

Name: _________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

City:______________________State:_________Zip:_____________

Check Enclosedm m Charge my credit card:

Barnyard in Your 
Backyard

A Beginner’s Guide to Raising
Chickens, Ducks, Geese, Rabbits,

Goats, Sheep, and Cattle

edited By gail damerOw
The essential primer for first-time farmers. 
Covering everything from which breeds of 

ducks are best for eggs and which are best for meat to how to buy a 
beef or dairy calf to where to find a market for manure. This easy-to-
use handbook teaches you how to operate a mini-farm for fun, profit 
or both. 408 pages, $24.95

Your Chickens
A Kid’s Guide to Raising and Showing

gail damerOw
Your Chickens tells you everything that you need to 
know about raising chickens, including information 
on choosing, purchasing, raising and showing all 
types. Whether you want to raise chickens for fun 
or to make money, Gail Damerow gives you her 

friendly and wise advice on the subject. You will also find important 
charts and checklists. You’ll learn the answers to such questions as: • 
What type of chicken should I raise? • Where will I keep my chick-
ens? • How can I help my chickens stay healthy? • How do I raise my 
chickens to get the best eggs? • What should I feed my chickens? 156 
pages, $14.95
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harvey ussery

themOdernhOmestead.us

PhOtOs By BOnnie lOng

 
A Win-Win Proposition

If you’re a reader of Backyard Poul-
try, likely it’s because you love your 
birds—because they’re fun; they’re great 
“therapy” for the stress of hectic days; 
and they bring us back into connection 
with the natural world if we get lost in 
the cocoon of our man-made environ-
ment. And then there are the bonuses for 
the table: eggs and dressed poultry of a 
quality those dependent on supermarket 
imitations can only dream of.

But there are other benefits to be had 
from our feathered friends as well—we 
can “put them to work” as partners in the 
larger homesteading, self-sufficiency 
enterprise. Please note that I’m not 
proposing a high-stress exploitation 
of fowl species, such as we see in the 
poultry industry. Happily, putting the 
flock to work most often means allow-
ing our birds maximum opportunity to 
do what they most want to do in any 
case, expressing natural behaviors and 
what Joel Salatin calls their inherent 
“chicken-ness” (or “duck-ness,” etc.). 
Our birds want to spend their time at 
work, preferably in the open air and 

sunshine, exercising and satisfying their 
curiosity while finding interesting things 
to eat. The healthiest, most contented 
flock is precisely the flock that is work-
ing hardest for us in useful homestead 
projects.

Another hint that “working” the flock 
is our best option: All the working-flock 
strategies I’ve tried are effective precisely 
because the birds are seeking out natural 
foods that are superior to anything we 
can buy in a bag, the “reward” we offer 
in exchange for the work they do for 
us. So not only does the working flock 
spare us labor we’d otherwise have to do 
ourselves, the feed dollars they save are 
a welcome bonus indeed. 

There are ecological pluses as well: 
The droppings of the working flock feed 
the soil food web and enhance soil fertil-
ity. And with a bunch of bug-eaters busy 
in the backyard, we’re unlikely to “go 
nuclear” with toxic responses to insect 
threats in the garden and orchard.

Truly, the working flock is a win-win 
proposition in every way.

Accessorizing the Working Flock
Some of the following strategies for 

putting the flock to work will not be ap-
propriate at all scales. However, flocks 
at any scale can be used to do productive 

work. Success will depend on accessories 
appropriate to our scale and context—and 
on creative management. For “flocksters” 
without serious predation challenges or 
close neighbors, complete free-ranging of 
the flock may be the easiest way to put 
them to work. Some strategies, on the 
other hand, require a degree of confine-
ment to make them work. Most of us will 
choose among the following options to 
accessorize the working flock. 

Electronet:
Electric net fencing is the only thing 

approaching “high tech” in my poultry 
bag of tricks, but it is a fundamental 
management tool I use in all the strategies 
below. (See “Managing Poultry on Pas-
ture with Electronet,” April/May, 2006 
issue.) Initial investment in electronet 
and energizer is substantial, but with 
good care the system will last for many 
years. Rolls of netting (typically 165 feet 
long) are easy to set up and move, and 
can be clipped together to enclose larger 
areas. The larger the area, the more ad-
visable the use of a charger connected to 
household current (rather than a battery). 
[I get all my electronet equipment from 
Premier, www.premier1supplies.com. 
Some friends I trust swear by Kencove, 
www.kencove.com.]

The working flock can take on serious tillage chores. Here Harvey has turned his layers, ducks, and geese onto a garden plot lush 
with cover crops—a fall feast. Once the cover crops have been tilled in, he will lay on a deep organic mulch, to capture the fertility 
of the flock’s droppings as they turn it into compost-in-place for next spring’s garden. (Note the use of electronet to protect the birds 
and confine them to their work.)

Putting the Flock to Work
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Pasture Pen:
On a smaller scale, working flocks on 

pasture can be protected and contained 
using non-electric netting, or wire/frame 
panels that bolt together for ease of set-
ting up and rotating to new sections. An 
especially ingenious system is that of my 
friend Cody Leeser of Orlean, Virginia, 
featuring a small shelter on a wagon 
chassis that “docks” into a separately 
moved, wheeled wire-on-frame pen. 
(See “Designing a Pasture Shelter,” Aug./
Sept., 2007 issue.)

Chicken Tractor:
Andy Lee’s “chicken tractor” (I call 

mine a “chicken cruiser”) is a great option 
for a working flock of 6 - 10 chickens or 
so, offering employment for the work-
ing flock in both garden and pasture. 
[Chicken Tractor: The Gardener’s Guide 
to Happy Hens and Healthy Soil, Andy 
Lee & Pat Forman, 1994, Good Earth 
Publications, available from Backyard 
Poultry bookstore, page 56.]

The Static Run:
I do not like the all-too-typical static 

chicken run, but of course many flocksters 
have no other option. In this case as well, 
however, the flock can do productive 
work for us in even the smallest attached 
run—a much better option than keeping 
them shut up in a coop. I can’t imagine 
any situation in which continual confine-
ment inside a coop is our only choice, if 
we remember the option of building the 
coop as an “upstairs” over a small wire-
enclosed run at ground level. 

Insect Control
How can it be that our great-grandpar-

ents raised abundant crops of fruits and 
vegetables without use of toxins more 
appropriate to chemical warfare than to 
the home garden—yet vendors of such 
products would have us believe that their 
use is a necessity if we are to win the 
“war” with the insect world? I suspect 
the answer has much to do with the fact 
that every “small holding” had a flock of 
busy, free-ranging chickens who helped 
teach damaging insect populations a little 
respect. We can return to that sensible 
model, using the services of our own 
backyard flocks.

It’s hard to imagine making this strat-
egy work without use of either electronet 
or total free-ranging—the birds have to 
be unrestrained enough to pursue the 

insects, which they can’t do confined to 
a chicken tractor or pasture pen. But a 
single roll of electronet—at most two—
should enclose most home orchards. In 
addition to catching perching and flying 
fruit-damaging insects—I’ve seen my 
guineas take coddling moths right out of 
the air—the birds help clean up dropped 
fruit, which may harbor the larval stage of 
competitor insects. Geese are especially 
fond of dropped fruit, and help break the 
life cycle not only of damaging insects 
but of diseases as well, the spores of 
which may overwinter in fallen fruit. (Do 
note that I don’t recommend leaving the 
flock on the orchard the entire season: 
Their droppings can contribute too much 
fertility, encouraging fireblight in apples 
and pears. Bug-patrol stints in the spring, 
when damaging insects are most active, 
and another in the fall, when many spe-
cies head for winter sites underground, 
are a better choice.)

Chickens cannot be given free rein in 
the garden in the growing season: Their 
incessant scratching would wreak havoc; 
and they like many of our favorite crop 
plants as much as we do. However, I often 
net chickens onto the garden in the pre-
season. They “sanitize” it of slugs and 
slug eggs so thoroughly, it takes the slug 
population months to recover to damag-
ing levels. I net guineas onto a separate 
garden plot in which I grow squash (both 
vining winter and bush summer types), 
trellised cucumbers, corn, sorghum, and 
sunflowers. The guineas help control 

Pasturing the flock is an option even for those with limited pasture (or maybe even a 
lawn). Cody Leeser’s ingenious design features a small shelter, mounted on a landscaper’s 
wagon, which docks into a separately-moved wheeled wire-on-frame pen. Though the 
scale is small, Cody’s layer flock helps with pasture management and fertility.

competitor insects—especially squash 
bug, the organic gardener’s bane—while 
leaving the plants themselves in peace. 
(Guineas provided a patch of soft soil 
near their shelter will not dust-bathe 
elsewhere in the garden.)

I have read that a pair of free-ranging 
guineas can keep an acre entirely free of 
ticks. Ranging turkeys can feed themselves 
while foraging for ticks and other insects.

Tillage
I have a number of times used a 

power tiller to open up new garden 
ground in tough established sod over 
compacted clay. With even the best til-
lers, the vibration, noise, and stink make 
for high-stress, joyless work. Tackling 
this chore with the worst could mean 
a trip to the chiropractor—and perhaps 
a psychotherapist as well, to get over 
“shell shock.”

And I have at least three times turned 
more than 1,600 square feet of heavy sod 
into productive garden using a flock of 
chickens as my tillers. Chicken power 
wins, hands down.

At the larger scale, electronet is again 
just what is needed—a single roll of 
netting will enclose a square 41 feet per 
side, for a working area of almost 1,700 
square feet. Of course, that’s a tillage 
chore beyond the scope of half a dozen 
layers, however determined—I’ve used 
several dozens for a plot this size. 

Smaller groups of tiller chickens are 
more suited to employment in a chicken 
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tractor. Mine is 4 feet by 10. With 8 to 10 
birds inside, it’s surprising how quickly 
they dispose of the sod cover. (How long 
they actually take to do the job—whether 
in electronet or a “tractor”—depends not 
only on the number of birds, but on the 
nature of the sod, soil type and moisture 
level, etc.)

I do more cover cropping every 
year, and hope you do as well. For till-
ing in cover crops, we can again choose 
either the power tiller—ever tried tilling 
36-inch rye, with the tines fouling ev-
ery few minutes? —or chicken power. 
The chickens are happy tilling in even 
the tallest and toughest cover crops, or 
“fighting the jungle” in the most heavily 
weed-grown patches. 

Of course, a weedy or cover-cropped 
area might be large enough to net for this 
work. But in the garden itself, the chicken 
tractor really comes into its own. If sized 
to fit one of your garden beds (you do 
grow in wide beds, I assume?), you can 
safely work one bed with your tiller 
chickens, while adjacent beds remain 
safely inaccessible to them.

And don’t forget additional advan-
tages of tilling with chickens not avail-
able from a machine: Mechanical tillage 
breaks down the “crumb” structure of 
fine garden soil, and mixes together the 
layers that develop in a natural soil pro-
file. Chickens scratch at the surface layer 
only, without disrupting soil structure. 
Tiller chickens boost soil life and fertil-
ity with the droppings they generously 
turn in as they work. And tillage offers 
a smorgasbord of free feed: fresh green-

An Invitation to 
Join the Home 

Feeding Project

Readers of “Putting the Flock to 
Work” will notice how seam-

lessly the work we assign our flocks 
fits with strategies to provide more 
of their feed out of home resources. I 
try harder every year to become more 
independent of purchased feeds. I urge 
readers who share that goal to tell me 
about your own practices and experi-
ments toward more independent home 
feeding, using the address below. Next 
spring, Backyard Poultry will publish 
an article summarizing the best ideas 
that have come in.

For those willing to share, please 
note the following:
• Start by reading an overview on this 
subject, “Feeding the Flock from the 
Homestead’s Own Resources,” in the 
Oct/Nov 2006 issue or at http://the 
modernhomestead.us/article/Growing-
Poultry-Feeds-1.html. 
• Send your input to feeding@themod-
ernhomestead.us. (If you prefer standard 
mail: P O Box 67, Hume, VA 22639) 
• Some ideas are so obvious and com-
monly employed (“Feed table scraps to 
the chickens”) there is no need to mention 
them. Your unique twist on such wide-
spread strategies may be useful, however. 
(“I’ve made an arrangement with a local 
diner to take their food wastes.”) 
• It is as easy for us to grow seed 
crops like corn and small grains as for 
farmers, though harvesting, threshing, 
and storing such crops are likely to be 
obstacles. Are there ways to make such 
options more practical? 
• If you do recommend growing specific 
crops to feed poultry, please specify 
type (e.g., single-head sunflowers with 
large seeds, or multi-headed types with 
smaller seeds) and/or varieties you have 
worked with. 
• Remember to place your practices in 
context: species of fowl you are feeding, 
size of flock, management model, etc. 
• If you have kept statistics that dem-
onstrate the effectiveness of your prac-
tices, please include them. 
• Remember that some bright ideas that 
failed to work out in practice may be 
worth sharing as well. 
• Be sure to include your location and 
(if you know) your climate/plant hardi-
ness zone. 

ery; animal foods like earthworms and 
soil-line insects; and even an abundance 
of nutritious seeds if we allow cover 
crops like buckwheat, small grains, and 
cowpeas to mature before “sending in 
the chickens.”

Composting
What is the best way to deal with “in-

coming” from our poultry flocks—their 
droppings? Laboriously scrape them off 
the floor of the coop and compost them? 
I get tired just thinking about it. Why not 
let the birds do the work of proper manure 
management themselves? 

Even a flock completely confined 
in a coop can do most of the work of 
manure management. A deep organic 
litter, constantly turned by the chickens, 
absorbs the droppings, their nitrogen 
content serving as “fuel” for the mi-
crobes breaking down the litter’s carbon 
content, readying the result for return to 
earth (a.k.a our gardens) to power fertil-
ity cycles. Sounds a lot like composting, 
which I thought was a lot of work. 

If the litter is over a wood or concrete 
floor, we will still have to complete the 
process ourselves, using a variation on Sir 
Albert Howard’s compost heap. I much 
prefer saving additional labor with a deep 
litter over an earth floor. In this case, by 
the time the chickens have completely 
pulverized the manure-enriched litter, it 
has “mellowed” sufficiently to be used di-
rectly in the garden as a finished compost. 
Additional benefits accrue in this model, 
which is much more conducive for mi-
crobes driving the litter’s breakdown. As 

A “chicken tractor” is a small, mobile, self-contained coop. This one is sized to fit a 
single garden bed. The chickens are tilling in a heavy rye cover crop, while beds to 
either side remain undisturbed. Before being planted, many of these beds were heavily 
amended with chicken-powered compost.
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the litter becomes more bioactive, the 
chickens get more and more intrigued 
with interesting things to eat in it—I’ve 
never been quite sure what. But studies 
have proven that chickens reap positive 
feeding and health-promoting benefits 
(vitamins B12 and K, immune-enhancing 
compounds, and more) out of whatever 
it is they find to eat in a “ripening” deep 
litter. 

But there is so much more our com-
posting chickens can do for us, and for 
the soil fertility project, if we take the 
deep litter concept outside. Last year I 
experimented with throwing every last 
shred of what I would normally use to 
make classic compost heaps into an en-
closed chicken yard—spent crop plants, 
prunings from flower beds, manure and 
“stable sweepings” from a neighbor’s 
horse operation, spoiled hay, straw, etc. 
No balancing of “browns” and “greens” 
(carbon and nitrogen) and calibrating 
moisture content in a carefully assembled 
heap—and no laborious shredding and 
turning—I simply threw the flock all 
organic debris looking for a good home, 
and let them do the work. After a couple 
of months, “the girls” became more 
interested in working that heap than 
hanging around the feeder. And this fall 
I “harvested” countless wheelbarrow 
loads of chicken-powered compost for 
fall crops, and for enhancing overwinter 
cover crops in preparation for crops next 
spring. I haven’t had such a gracious 
plenty of compost for years.

Kencove  electric  netting
• Semi-rigid vertical stays reduce sagging 
• 3.5” spacing for optimum security 
• Superior protection from predators 
• Built-in step-in posts for easy installation

Free Fence guide / catalog
800-536-2683

Kencove  
Portable  chargers
• Power adjustment knob
• Voltage indicator light 
• Easy-to-carry handle 
• Battery operated, optional  
 solar panel

www.kencove.com

For working flocks confined to a static run, it is possible to turn the entire run into a 
giant compost heap. The hard-working chickens benefit in many ways as they turn 
organic “wastes’’ into black gold for the garden.

Compost-making is also good work 
for the winter flock. I keep the same 
mixed debris on a winter exercise yard. 
Again, the chickens enjoy being outside 
in all but the nastiest weather, turning 
that deep organic duff into compost, 
finding good stuff to eat, and tidily 
taking care of their own manure recla-
mation. Since my winter flock yard is 
on a garden plot, come spring, I don’t 
even have to haul the compost—it’s 
already applied to soil that has been 
cozy under its protection through the 
winter—and spring planting is off to 
an easy start. 

An Expanding Picture
Should your backyard enterprise ex-

pand to include other livestock, perhaps 
to serve small local markets, you may 
find ways to employ the services of the 
flock in the care and management of 
other species. 

Poultry allied with grazing ruminants 
on pasture—cows, sheep, goats—eat in-
ternal parasites and their eggs and larvae 
in the manure, breaking the life cycles. 
Muscovy ducks and guineas can be espe-
cially useful in the control of liver fluke, 
by eating the snails that serve as a vector 
in the complex life cycle of this poten-
tially fatal parasite. Since avian biology 
is so different from that of ruminants, the 
fowl serve as “dead end hosts.” That is, 
they utilize as valuable food the parasites 
of other livestock, but are not themselves 
parasitized by them.

Joel Salatin has promulgated this 
“stacking” of species. At his Polyface 
Farm, the layer flock follows beef cattle 
in an intensive grazing rotation. The 
hens do good work scattering the “cow 
pies,” dispersing their fertility in a wider 
circle; exposing any pathogens to nature’s 
sanitizers, oxygen and sunlight; and in the 
process meeting a good portion of their 
protein needs by picking out the maggots 
and keeping a lid on the fly population. 

Did someone say win-win? 

Text © Harvey Ussery, 2009; 
themodernhomestead.us, Photos © 
Bonnie Long, 2009

Harvey Ussery and his wife Ellen live 
on 2-1/2 acres near the Blue Ridge in 
Northern Virginia. They produce much of 
their own food—including all their eggs 
and dressed poultry from a mixed pas-
tured flock—and offer their homestead as 
model and inspiration to others aspiring 
to the homesteading life. 

Harvey has written for Mother 
Earth News, Countryside & Small 
Stock Journal, and publications of 
American Pastured Poultry Produc-
ers Association. Visit his website at 
www.themodernhomestead.us. 
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Minute Mystery
 “I laid about 300 

eggs this year, but 
we had a cold snap 
in January and then 

late summer molting threw 
me off my groove,” said Babs, the best 
production chicken on Gerny Acres.

“At least you tried, I suppose. I laid 
350 eggs this year,” bragged Lola Leg-
horn, a white beauty with bright yellow 
legs. She’d come to ring in the New Year 
at the annual Fowl Ball. 

“350?” said Gabby, Babs’ pullet. 
“That’s only…” she counted on her wing 
tips, “fourteen, no, fifteen days off! Un-
believable!” 

“Unbelievable, indeed,” Babs grum-
bled and sipped her eggnog.

“Well, I did,” Lola sniffed, “Everyone 
knows leghorns are superior layers.” She 
flapped her wings and puffed out her 
chest. “We don’t linger at the food bin 
like some breeds.”

A few hens looked at the floor and 
scratched their pale pink toes in the bedding. 

“But our teacher said a hen must eat 
four pounds of food to make a dozen 
eggs,” said Gabby.

A laugh erupted from Lola’s bright 
yellow beak, “Don’t believe everything 
you hear, chickie.”

Babs coughed into her wing, “Faker.”
“Are you questioning my record?” 

Lola asked as her hackles rose.
“Yea,” Babs glared at Lola.
“Everyone knows my word is good as 

gold.” Lola stomped her yellow foot. 
I’d seen that look in Babs’ eye before 

and thought it was time to step in. I raised 
a wing. “Me thinks the chicken doth pro-
test too much,” I announced.

“Huh?” the group turned to stared 
at me.

I put my wing around Lola’s shoulders. 
“Do you want to tell them or shall I?”

 How did Gertrude know that Lola Leg-
horn hadn’t laid 350 eggs the last year?

Answer on next page.

 Hello, Poultry Pals!
 Mistletoe has been hung from the nesting box, garland has been strung around 
the coop and my owners have planted an evergreen tree in the house again 
(at least that’s what it looks like through the window). That can only mean 
one thing…the holidays are here! I’m hoping Santa might bring me one of 
those metal hanging balls that holds cabbage. But I know the best gift is being 
surrounded by family, friends and a working heat lamp. A little extra scratch 
would be welcomed, too. Wishing you the warmth and light of the season!
 Keep your comb clean, Gertrude McCluck, C.I.C.

Help Gertrude find her 
way to the Fowl Ball! 

May your holidays be
warm and snuggly.

yOuth: 



www.backyardpoultrymag.com        65December, 2009/January, 2010

G e r t r u d e  M c C l u c k , 
C h i c k e n  i n  C h a r g e  i s 
assisted by chicken wrangler 
Cyndi Gernhart. Find out 
more about Gertrude and 
her book series for children 
and other fun activities at:  
www.GertrudeMcCluck.net

Minute Mystery:
As a hen lays eggs, she slowly loses the 
pigment in her skin and shanks. It first 
bleaches her vent, then beak, and by the 
time she’s laid her first 180 eggs, her feet 
and shanks. This is one factor a judge 
uses in rating a production pen. If a hen 
stops laying eggs the pigment returns. 
While leghorns have yellow legs, a hen 
who laid 350 eggs in a year would have 
pale yellow legs. Lola admitted that 
she actually was two years older than 
she claimed and hadn’t laid many eggs 
lately. She apologized to Babs and served 
eggnog to the party goers the rest of the 
night. 

Answer Key

Jokes…Get the Yolk? 
 A hard-working turkey farmer was 
always experimenting with breeding 
to perfect a better turkey. His family 
was fond of the leg portion for dinner 
and there were never enough legs 
for everyone. After many frustrating 
attempts, the farmer was telling the 
results of his efforts to his friends at 
the local co-op feed store. 
 “Well I finally did it! I bred a turkey 
that has six legs!”
 They all asked the farmer how it 
tasted.
 “I don’t know,” said the farmer, “I 
never could catch it!”

Oh Come All Ye Feathered
(Sung to the tune of “O Come All Ye Faithful”)

O Come All Ye Feathered
Duck, goose, chicken, turkey 

O come ye, O come ye all poultry fowl.
Come all ye cockerels 

Pullets, hens and roosters; 
O crow, squeak, honk and cluck
O quack, peep, cheep, and bawk

O cockle-doodle-doo
All feathered friends.

Baack Talk

1. WRITE your caption idea on a piece of paper.
2. MAIL it along with your name and address to Baack Talk, 
15154 W 231st St., Spring Hill, KS 66083 or e-mail suggestion to 
Cyndi@GertrudeMcCluck.net. Selection for publication in a future 
issue will be at the discretion of Backyard Poultry. Name, town and state 
will be printed with response unless otherwise requested.

What do Y OU
think this chicken

is thinking?
What do YOU 

think this chicken 

is thinking?

• “Go ahead and laugh, but they say 
when the bandages come off, I’ll be a 
real chick magnet!”
 —Carrie Ann Betz, Mt. Sterling, Ohio
• “Trick or treat, smell my feet, I’m the 
rooster from down the street.”
 —Edward Whipple, Erin, New York
• “Don't you recognize me? I'm the 
Bantam of the Opera!”
 —Gabe Joyner, Arvada, Colorado
• “Boy! That was some rough Halloween 
party! I've got egg on my face, a new leg 
band and a rose stuck in my feathers!”
 —Sharon Hendrick, Brantley, Alabama

A few favorites from the 
October/November Baack Talk

Watch for the winners of the Gertrude 
McCluck Writing Contest in the Feb./
March issue of Backyard Poultry!
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shar steed

natiOnal 4-h cOuncil

chevy chase, maryland

This summer, 4-H youth in Douglas 
County, Wisconsin had the oppor-

tunity to experience first-hand how a 
national television show is produced, 
while giving back to their community. 
Over the course of three days, over 15 
4-H’ers volunteered to build a chicken 
coop for Howard and Jessica Huber and 
their family, for an episode of “Extreme 
Makeover: Home Edition.”

“The kids were impressed with the 
beehive of activity that surrounded the 
production,” said Scott Luostari, presi-
dent Douglas County 4-H. “The kids 
enjoyed being around the fast-paced at-
mosphere of the television show produc-
tion, and saw what it took to coordinate 
the 1,400 people that were on-site.”

The “Extreme Makeover: Home Edi-
tion” show producers needed someone 
to build a chicken coop for the family, 
and local officials immediately thought 
of 4-H. For the first time in the show’s 
history, youth were allowed to participate 
in the project.

The show aired Sunday, September 
27, and 4-H volunteers were introduced as 
a “local leadership group.” The four “Hs” 
in the 4-H name were also explained.

While the 4-H’ers worked for three days 
building the coop and received just seconds 
of TV time, they left with memories to last a 
lifetime, and gained an increased awareness 

of television production.
For more information on the na-

tional 4-H program, see their website at 
http://4-h.org.—Ed. 

Happy Hen Treats

Happy Hen Treats is proud to introduce the world’s first line of treats specifically made for chickens! These delicious 
treats provide chicken owners a great way to reward and spoil their backyard friends. To ensure satisfaction all of our 
treats are tested and approved by our own backyard flock.

Premium Treats for Chickens

EggCartons.com
eggcartons.com
888-852-5340

First State Vet Supply
firststatevetsupply.com

410-546-6137
Fleming Outdoors
flemingoutdoors.com

800-624-4493

www.happyhentreats.com

Where To Buy
GQF

gqfmfg.com
912-236-0651

Jeffers Livestock
jefferslivestock.com

800-533-3377
Metzer Farms

metzerfarms.com
800-424-7755

Meyer Hatchery
meyerhatchery.com

888-568-9755

Mealworm Frenzy
Watch your chickens dance and peck in a frenzy for these 
100% natural whole-dried mealworms! Dried meal-
worms offer chickens the taste they love without the in-
convenience of storing and handling live worms. Avail-
able in a 3.53oz resealable bag (aprox. 3,250 worms) or 
a 10oz resealable tub (aprox. 10,000 worms).

Sunflower Sensation
Chickens love this sensational treat of assorted sun-
flower seeds, oats, peanuts, and raisins. Feed it straight 
from your hand, scatter it on the ground, or add it to your 
feathered friends' feeding dish. Convenient 2lb reseal-
able canister is easy to carry, and keeps your chickens' 
treats fresh.

Murray McMurray Hatchery
mcmurrayhatchery.com

800-456-3280
My Pet Chicken
mypetchicken.com

888-460-1529
Randall Burkey Company

randallburkey.com
800-531-1097

Strombergs’ Chicks
strombergschickens.com

800-720-1134

4-H Premieres on
ExtrEmE makEovEr: HomE Edition

4-H builders construct the frame for chicken coop

Clockwise: With a little help from adults, 
Douglas County, Wisconsin 4-H youth 
framed up the coop and put up walls, 
while the youngest members painted the doors as part of a home remodel for an 
Extreme Makeover: Home Edition episode. Youth learned valuable building skills 
and the power of volunteering, as well as an understanding of television production. 
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JOe JOnes

nOrth carOlina

“Well, I do it for the feeling 
of fulfillment and the 
endless hours of enter-

tainment I get from watching them,” I 
cheerfully exclaim. The quizzical stares 
from my friends continued. 

Suddenly from the group, “But Joe, 
don’t they sorta stink and carry dis-
eases?” Another friend cuts in, “They 
can carry that Avian flu and if you’re 
not careful, I bet they could pick up that 
H1N1 stuff too.” 

From that very instant, I could tell 
I was in yet another pointless discus-
sion trying to convince “city slickers” 
that raising chickens is more than the 
activity itself. It is more of a ponder-
ing, meditating time to reflect on the 
many activities of the day, while serv-
ing creatures that eventually will serve 
the family nourishment in the form of 
eggs and meat. 

I decided to go ahead and give a 
couple of yukkity yuks, cut down on lost 
time, excuse myself from the group and 
head down the hall to my last meeting 
of the day. Why do I always get in this 
predicament? I know that for all the 
people in my “corporate office” that I 
discuss chicken raising with, only a very 
few open-minded souls will understand 
my chicken interests. Others, well most 
of them, will laugh about my “redneck” 
ways and always cut in with a round of 
“You know you’re a Redneck if….” I 
also know that only a “scant” few will 
ever see the light of my preaching and, 
of all things, convert over to raising 
chickens themselves. 

So while that is a typical day at the 
office, it still does not explain what I 
see in the chore of chicken raising or 
why I have become so romanced with 
it. For those answers I have thought long 
and hard. It’s not like a husband with 

three kids and a house in the country 
needs to add additional chores to an 
ever expanding “honey do” list. Nor 
do I need more hobbies to fit into my 
already crammed, shooting, hunting, 
fishing, grill building, Jeep modifying 
and gardening itinerary. It’s also not like 
the daily chicken raising chores of feed-
ing, watering, egg gathering, moving 
the chicken tractors and pen cleaning 
are the most pleasant of all things to 
do. I have come to the belief that it is 
the experience as a whole. Yes, I said 
as a whole. It’s a Zen or enlightenment 
type of thing. 

It goes something like this…Dead 
of winter, you sit there with your 
“scribble” paper, running through end-
less plans trying to decide what breed 
you want to experiment with in the 
coming spring. If you’re lucky, the 
hatchery catalogs made it past the “wife 
screening” and arrived safely into your 
custody. Will it be the standard breeds 
or will you venture out and try a bantam 
or feather footed breed? Will you go for 
a standard order or will you mix it up 
and order a “hatchery special” where it 
will take months of growing time before 
you’re able to figure out what the heck 
you got. Of course, there is also that al-
ways eternal, entrepreneurial spirit that 
drives you to buy more than what you 
need. You know, so you can sell organic 
eggs and become the “Egg Baron” of the 
local farmers market. We all know how 
lucrative that is!

Spring rolls around. Your order 
arrives in the mail or if you are lucky 
enough to live in close proximity to a 
hatchery, you go to pick up your par-
cel. You get your chicks home to the 
brooder and gently put them in. After 
getting everyone in, you post regular 
chick checks on the hour to make sure 
everyone is looking alert and knowing 
where the food and water are. Oh yeah, 
don’t forget to check for pasty butt, my 

favorite. I count myself as a fortunate 
chick raiser in the fact that I have lost 
very few chicks in the brooder. It’s 
always a sad moment when you realize 
one of your little guys didn’t make it.

Days click by and the brooder gets 
cramped with quickly growing chicks. 
Meanwhile, frantic preparations are 
made to the lots and/or pens. Decisions 
have to be made about where to put the 
new chicks, where to put the existing 
chickens and of course the inevitable 
question of which to cull. This gets into 
the darker side of the chicken raising 
exercise.

Now don’t take me as a terminal 
lynch man, but I know from the start 
that the vast majority of the birds I raise 
will eventually make their way into the 
old stew pot. It’s part of that “lifecycle” 
thing. I’ve accepted the fact, along with 
my 9-year-old daughter, and in some 
small way I like to hope the chickens 
accept that fact too. I’m always puzzled 
by the “dark question” phenomenon. 
It’s like when you’re talking with a 
war vet. Somebody always asks, “Did 
you ever shoot anybody?” For chicken 
raisers it’s, “Do you eat your chick-
ens?” As soon as I answer “yes,” there 
are usually several gasps and “I could 
never do that,” comments. This usually 
comes from the same person or persons 
who are getting ready to go down to the 
Chick-Fil-A for lunch. I have always 
consoled myself with the fact that my 
chickens, prior to the stew pot, lived as 
healthy and fun a life as a chicken could 

Raising Chickens is 
More Than the Activity

Joe Jones, like many of us, finds explaining 
his romance with raising birds hard to 
define, but ultimately, who cares?

Just FOr Fun:

But Don’t Bother Trying to Explain It
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live and when the time finally comes, it 
happens quickly and with a caring only 
a chicken raiser would understand. For 
the people that don’t understand why 
we have to eat our “pet” chickens, all 
they would ever have to do is get only a 
taste of the home grown variety chicken 
to suddenly become a convert.

Another aspect that is dear to my 
heart is the camaraderie that comes 
from raising chickens. Out where I live 
I have a number of, as my wife calls 
them, chicken buddies. These are just 
normal everyday guys, usually gritty 
farmers much older than I, that work 
hard everyday and cherish what they 
have. When I visit with my buddies it’s 
usually in a gathering of three to five at 
a time. The hangout is the local grain 
farmer’s shed. Any and all subjects 
are discussed there—from weather, to 
politics, to ailings, to the younger gen-
eration. Occasionally there will also be 
a discussion over a spat (fight) that is 
brewing between neighbors. In fact, we 
don’t even talk a lot of chicken talk. I 
guess everybody supposes everyone is 
an expert and knows what to do. The 
chicken raising just adds the common 
bond to the group. Those are good 
times, realizing that a simple life is a 
great life. 

The last aspect of chicken raising I 
really enjoy, if not my favorite, is the 
time that I sit in my old plastic chair 
beside my chicken pen in the woods be-
side my outbuilding. It is very peaceful 
there, other than an occasional chatter-
ing mocking bird. I’ll pick various times 
of the day to go out and sit, but usually 
my favorite time is after supper when 
everyone else plops down in front of 
the TV. I’ll grab a choice beverage and 
head toward my chicken observation 
post. I can spend minutes or hours out 
there. It just depends on the mood, and 
the weather. I don’t think that I so much 
as meditate, but ponder. Meditation is 
just too high a level of mental state for 
me. I don’t even concentrate on solv-
ing problems much of the time. I just 
sit there watching the chickens and let 
thoughts and ideas pop in and out of my 
head. I’ve thought myself through many 
a thing out there. Some thoughts around 
starting a hackle business for fly tying. 
Then, some thoughts as crazy as writ-
ing an article for my favorite chicken 
raising magazine. 

The latest technology in 
a familiar shape

eco

The recently launched Octagon 20 Advance
now has an economically priced, entry level brother 
– the Octagon 20 Eco

New models,
better performance,

lower prices!

Shop securely online at

www.brinsea.com
or call toll free 1-888-667-7009
or 321 267 7009 for free color catalog.

Se habla español

For full details contact 
the Incubation Specialists
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One Egg:  $729.94
The Experience:  Priceless 

wendy thOmas

new hamPshire

 

I am a writer of a weekly newspaper column and blog on 
thrifty living but I sure didn’t know what I was getting into 
when I decided on a whim to become a backyard chicken 

farmer so that we could have a thrifty food source. 
After 89 days and hundreds spent on the birds, although 

I had some great chicken stories, I had little to show for my 
effort. Until, on day 90, the first egg finally showed.

 I decided to offer up my first chicken egg, commonly 
known as the “golden egg,” on eBay for $729.94, the total 
amount of money I had spent to date on the upkeep of this 
“thrifty food source” and the true cost of this solitary egg.

Although the chickens have ultimately been worth it in 
terms of entertainment and education, they would be more 
worth it if someone had just bought the egg.

It all started innocently enough. As a writer of a weekly newspa-
per column and blog on thrifty living, I decided to get some chickens 
to raise for eggs. How much more thrifty could I be right?

I figured why not? Backyard chicken farming seems to be 
all the rage. Our grandmothers did it. Even our mothers have 
stories of cleaning out chicken coops. How hard could it be?

A reader contacted me and offered me eight chicks. Offer 
accepted, piece of cake, we were going to be having lots of 
eggs instead of meat in our daily diet.

Not only that, I figured my six kids might actually learn a 
thing or two about raising your own food and being respectful 
of the work that goes into getting food onto the table.

We started with eight chickens (three of which had to be 
returned because they turned out to be roosters).

Then we added six more exotic chickens because they 
were so neat looking.Then I went to a chicken swap and got 
a Sebright hen that was supposed to be one year old but who 
has refused to lay eggs.

We recently went to a chicken swap and paid good money 
for two more grown hens in an effort to get at least one egg. 
(Hey, I’m not above cheating–I mean, seriously, all I want is 
one egg.)

Nothing. Not even from the two-year-old hen whom we 
were assured was an “egg-laying machine.”

Along the way, among the many things we have paid for are:
• A hen house painted to look like something from a child’s play 
farm with enclosed pen (strong enough to withstand a hurricane 
and more importantly the fisher cats in our neighborhood)
• 4 bags of feed (chicken feed is a bit of a misnomer – it’s not 
as cheap as one might think)
• 2 water feeders, 2 food feeders (we quickly learned that chickens 
don’t have the best table manners when it comes to bowls)
• 1 towel that had to be thrown away after my son nursed a 
sick chicken back to health in it (even sick chickens continue 
to incessantly poop)
• A total of nine purchased chickens (on top of the five free ones)

After 89 days, we still had no eggs, not a single one. Our 
profit on these hens stood at -$729.94. So, on the day that we 
got our first egg, I did what any reasonable person would do, 
I put it up on e-Bay as the $729.94 Thrifty Egg.

Has it been worth it? Well, if you count the stories like little 
Simon, being brought back from the dead by my son, Morgan, 
the chicken who likes to be held in your arms and petted like 
a cat, or Zelda, the chicken who didn’t like to be caged and 
sent me on a 20 minute frolic through the woods hobbling on 
a recently operated knee before I could catch her, then yes, I 
suppose it is worth it. We will certainly never be at a loss for 
stories at the Thanksgiving table.

But it would be even more worth it if someone had just 
bought this egg! One might wonder what to do with a $729.94 
egg that didn’t sell. Why you make yourself a $729.94 break-
fast. It was delicious. 

Wendy Thomas is a journalist and columnist who writes on 
parenting and thrifty living. She lives in New Hampshire with her 6 
children, 3 dogs, 14 chickens, and one very tolerant husband. Wendy Thomas with her flock of hens.

Wendy’s $729.94 egg was for sale on e-Bay.
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my palm, and he would try to peck the 
beads off my shirt. He had a personal-
ity of his own. Sometimes he wore pink 
star-shaped sunglasses. I took pictures 
of him in his glasses and shared them 
with the class. They hung them in their 
lockers. They thought he wore them to 
act as a disguise.

I have seven granddaughters and 
this is where the biggest problem oc-
curred. They delegated the blackberry 
bush in the garden as exclusive property 
of Thomas. No one was allowed to pick 
from that particular bush. They would 
bundle Thomas in a blanket, load him in 
the wagon and take him down to his lush 
patch where he could eat from the garden 
vine. The girls called this “taking Tommy 
out to dinner.” The wagon was a green 
plastic Tupperware deal with a door. It 
was about 13 years old and had hauled 
all the grandkids all over Short Creek at 
one point or another, to get the mail, even 
trick-or-treating. Now it was Thomas 
Roy’s turn. He rode in the wagon to fetch 
the mail. He ran errands. When he was 
small he rode in baby Stephanie’s arms. 
When he got bigger he filled the wagon, 
his wings dragging over the sides. They 
took him everywhere, and he sat, like a 
king on a throne.

Thomas Roy

Patricia’s oldest granddaughter, Mcailyn 
heard that the President had pardoned 
two turkeys named “May” and “Flower” 
and they wanted a presidential pardon for 
Tommy. They boycotted Thanksgiving 
until the Syners gave in. Patricia has 
ten grandchildren, and seven are 
girls. Stephanie and Cassidy share the 
same birthday and Lillie, Rose, and Daisy 
are all named after flowers. Pictured are 
(left to right) Christina, Cassidy, Lillie, and 
Stephanie.

As I was driving home from work 
the other day, I noticed on a 
roadside sign that it was almost 

“Chick Day.” Chick Day is a cultural 
icon where I live, in the tiny community 
of Edmond, and where I work, in nearby 
neighboring Ansted. I teach fifth grade. 
Every year we eagerly await Chick Day 
at J & J’s. I usually purchase a couple of 
turkeys and day old chicks. When they 
are large enough, they are relegated to the 
freezer. One year, however, things did not 
go exactly as planned.

One year we raised William and 
Bradford. The next year it was Grinch and 
Jarrod. Then there were Elvis and Elvira. 
Everything went along swimmingly, that 
is, until the year we raised Thomas Roy. 
My fifth grade class told me they saw 
the “Chick Day” sign posted. The next 
day we discussed what we had brought 
home. They helped me name our new 
turkey, Thomas. 

The only problem was that Thomas 
Roy didn’t realize he was a turkey. Tur-
keys like anything bright and sparkly. 
They are partial to red. When Thomas 
Roy was just a poult, I would hold him in 

Patricia syner

west virginia

Thomas in his famous sunglasses disguise. This is the picture all the fifth-graders hung 
in their lockers, making him a celebrity of sorts. It turns out his personality made him 
the celebrity.

As November approached however, 
you could see them in little conspirato-
rial circles holding secret conversations. 
They hid him in the laundry room under 
a blanket. I found him, of course, and sent 
him back to his pen.

Eight-year-old Cassidy’s new found 
hobby was rolling pennies. We would 
leave loose change in a cast iron pot on 
the hearth and when she came to visit, 
she would spend many happy hours roll-
ing them. Each roll to her represented 
one new treasure from the local Dollar 
Tree store.

One day she and her cousin Lillie 
presented me with nine neatly wrapped 
penny rolls. “Would this,” they ques-
tioned, “be enough to buy a turkey from 
Foodland and to spare their best friend’s 
life?” I explained to them that turkeys 
didn’t live too long anyway, that they 
eventually got too large to even walk. 
But nothing would do.

The final straw came when they 
boycotted Thanksgiving. They refused 
to come to dinner unless a substitute 
could be found. So Thomas celebrated 
Thanksgiving dinner with us that year. 
He dined on celery and leftover stuffing 
and relished in the hugs he was given 
before all the girls went home. We keep 
a list of everyone who has ever ridden 
in the wagon, which has a history of 
its own, and Thomas’ name was added 
to the list. We added his photo to the 
family album. It was a year we never 
forgot. 

J J
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Advertise in the Backyard Poultry Breeders Directory for less than $4.50 a month. Your ad will be seen by 
more than 75,000 poultry enthusiasts who read every issue. Fill out the order form and return it today!

Have birds for sale?

Araucana

Seramas

Silkies

AMERICAN BRAHMA CLUB, Sandy Kavanaugh, 
Sec./Treas., 216 Meadowbrook Rd., Richmond, KY 
40475. Phone: 859-369-7244; Fax: 859-369-5659; 
<Henshaven@localnet.com> <www.American 
BrahmaClub.com>. Promoting the Majestic 
Ones! USA & Canada Membership dues: Adults/ 
Partnership/Farm $15/yr., US Juniors $10/yr., all other 
memberships $30/yr.

ARAUCANA CLUB OF AMERICA. Promoting the 
tufted, rumpless, blue egg laying Araucana. $20.00 
annual dues includes quarterly newsletter, breeders 
guide, and Araucana Handbook. Mail inquiries to: 
Araucana Club of America, 207 Pickens Drive, Pend-
leton, South Carolina 29670-9727. Visit our website 
and forum: <www.araucana.net>

DOMINIQUE CLUB OF AMERICA. Boosting America’s 
Oldest Breed Since 1973, Large Fowl and Bantam. $10.00 
Annual Dues. Contact: Eddie Martin, President, 3740 Hwy. 
413, Anderson, SC 29621. <www.dominiqueclub.org>

EASTERN IOWA POULTRY ASSOCIATION, Phil 
Shank, Sec., Eastern Iowa Poultry Show, Iowa City, IA. 
319-646-2011. <pbshank@netins.net> National Call 
Duck Meet. Show date November 28-29, 2009. 

GATEWAY POULTRY SHOW, Rick Bond, 5244 Lick 
Creek Rd., Morgantown, IN 46160. 812-988-8815. 
<www.Gatewaypoultry.org>

GUINEA FOWL BREEDERS ASSOCIATION. GFBA 
will encourage, support, and educate people as to the 
benefits in raising guinea fowl and provide information 
and support to those who own or plan to own them. 
<www.gfba.org> <www.guineafowl.com>

INTERNATIONAL WATERFOWL BREEDERS 
ASSOCIATION. Promoting all breeds of Exhibition 
Ducks and Geese. Quarterly Newsletters, Breeders 
Guide, Master Exhibitor Awards and more! Please go 
to <www.crohio.com/IWBA> for more information.

MODERN GAME BANTAM CLUB OF AMERICA, 
Bonnie Sallee, Sec./Treas., P.O. Box 697, Pine Grove, 
CA 95665. 209-296-8084. <jbsallee@volcano.net> 
<www.mgbca.org> Devoted to the appreciation of 
modern game bantams.

NANKIN CLUB OF AMERICA, Mary Ann Harley, 195 
Macedonia Rd., North Augusta, SC 29860. <maryann4@
bellsouth.net> <www.nankinbantams.com> Promot-
ing the rare, beautiful little Nankin bantam. $10.00 for 
annual membership. Includes quarterly newsletter, mem-
bership card & eligibility for awards at major shows. 

POLISH BREEDERS CLUB, Jim Parker, 3232 
Schooler Rd., Cridersville, OH 45806. 419-303-3009. 
<polishman@woh.rr.com> 

UNITED PEAFOWL ASSOCIATION. Josh Nelson, 
President, 2652 Woodyard Rd., DeFuniak Springs, 
FL 32435-8649. 850-865-5812. UPA provides educa-
tion, assistance & breeder information about raising 
peafowl. Membership includes bimonthly color 
magazine and membership directory. Please visit 
our website at <www.peafowl.org> for more peafowl 
information and contact info. Book on raising peafowl 
compiled by experts in UPA available for $20 + $7 s/h. 
E-mail S. Tindell at <35711@worldnet.att.net>

Wisconsin
HAWKIN HILL FARM, Jeff Singer, 762 8th Ave., 
Clayton, WI 54004. 612-242-4765. <jeffugee1@msn.
com> Hatching eggs, chicks, started birds. 

Minnesota
HAWK’S VALLEY FARM, Joanne Griffin, 18005 Tru-
man Dr., Spring Grove, MN 55974. 507-498-5108. 
<hvfarm@springgrove.coop> Selective breeding for 
color and maximum size.

Georgia
BOB’S BIDDIES, Bob Berry, 2155 Weaver Dr., Ray 
City, GA 31645. 229-455-6437. <bobsbiddies@msn.
com> Ship year round. 

Ohio
STICHLER’S POULTRY FARM, Mike Stichler, 1120 
State Rt. 603, Greenwhich, OH 44837. 419-565-3197. 
<stichlers@zoominternet.net> Dominique Large Fowl. 
Pickup at farm or shows. Ship chicks.

Indiana
AMERICAN DOVE ASSOCIATION, Denny Stapp, 7037 
Haynes Rd., Georgetown, IN 47122. 812-923-3483. 
<secretary@doveline.com> <www.DoveLine.com> 
Dues $20, $16 senior, $10 junior. Bimonthly newsletter. 
Member directory. Join over 500 members.

Ohio
COMER’S POULTRY, Leisha & Stephanie Com-
er, 14499 Kettlersville Rd., Wapakoneta, OH 
45895. 419-516-8136. <ltcomer2003@yahoo.com> 
Faverolles: Salmon, Black, Blue, White & Buff. Also 
Jersey Giant: Black & Blue. 

Indiana
WOODSIDE AVIARY, James Kotterman, Peru, In-
diana. 765-985-2805. Pheasant enthusiasts check 
this out! Displaying full color the Golden Pheasant, 
Gigi Golden, Lady Amherst, Silvers, Swinhoe. Also 
Temminck Tragopan & Brown Eared. Give me a call 
and we’ll talk about the birds!

Maine
MID-COAST MAINE BIRD FARM, Scott O’Brien, PO Box 
243, Jefferson, ME 04348. 207-549-5473. Quail: Bob-
whites in Normal, Mexican Speckled and Gray. Also Valley, 
Gambel’s, Blue Scaled, Mountain, Benson and Coturnix 
varieties: Japanese, Button and Harlequin. Pheasants: 
Swinhoe, Blue Eared, Elliot’s, Lady Amherst and Goldens 
in Red, Dark Throated and Peach. I ship hatching eggs, 
started and adult birds. Send SASE for price list.

Massachusetts
ANTONIO FERREIRA, 49 Chestnut St., Seekonk, 
MA 02771. 401-465-1662. Hatching eggs: Chukar 
partridge $44/36, Bobwhite quail $37.50/50, turkey 
$36/12. Post paid. 

Minnesota
OAKWOOD GAME FARM, INC., PO Box 274, 
P r i n c e t o n ,  M N  5 5 3 7 1 .  8 0 0 - 3 2 8 - 6 6 4 7 . 
<oakwoodgamefarm.com> We sell day-old pheasant 
and chukar partridge chicks and eggs.

Iowa
WINTERS GUINEA FARM, Ralph Winter, 21363 
White Pine Ln., New Vienna, IA 52065. 563-853-4195. 

<www.guineafarm.com> <rwinter@guineafarm.com> 
Guinea fowl, Pea fowl.

Indiana
TOM & LINDA CHANDLER, 170 Mt. Calvery Rd., 
Freedom, IN 47431. 812-859-4873. <lchandler@
iendeavor.com> Quality birds only. Ship nationwide.

Indiana
MARIA'S JERSEY GIANTS, since 1976, New Website. 
Maria Hall, 7030 S. Bloomington Trail, Underwood, IN  
47177. 812-752-7825. <MHbluegiants4u@aol.com>  
<www.mariasjerseygiants.com> Blues, Splash, Blacks, 
eggs, chicks. See my Blue Jersey Giants in "Backyard 
Poultry", August/September, 2007, pages 62-63. Also 
"SQ" Rhode Island Red & White Rock bantams.  

Ohio
NEW HAMPSHIRE BANTAM, Tim Johnson, 17650 
W. Poe Rd., Weston, OH 43569. 419-353-0424. Black 
Jersey Giants large fowl.

Iowa
THE PEACOCK INFORMATION CENTER, Dennis 
Fett, 24783 330 St., Minden, IA 51553. 712-483-2473. 
<peafowlmail@peafowl.com> <www.peafowl.com> 
Peahen eggs, Peacock DVDs. 

Montana
CATHY REAM, 15506 Kendall Creek Rd., Clinton, MT 
59825. 406-825-6200. Fresh & blown eggs, chicks, 
feathers. Peacock feathers.

Florida
RHODE ISLAND RED CHICKS, 727-388-9456. 
<www.RhodeIslandRedChicks.com> Rhode Island 
Red chicks/eggs, low prices, best quality. Large and 
small orders ok. 

Georgia
BOB’S BIDDIES, Bob Berry, 2155 Weaver Dr., Ray 
City, GA 31645. 229-455-6437. <bobsbiddies@msn.
com> Ship year round. 

Florida
BLACKBURN’S QUALITY BANTAMS, Wayne Black-
burn, PO Box 736, Anthony, FL 32617. 352-622-4622. 
Sebrights, Wyandottes and Self Blue Old English.

Louisiana
JERRY’S SERAMAS, LLC., Jerry Schexnayder, 
PO Box 159, Vacherie, LA 70090. 225-265-2238. 
<jerschex@aol.com> <www.jerrysseramasllc.com> 
Serama.

California
AMBER WAVES SHOW SILKIES, 1320 Mountain Ave., 
Norco, CA 92860. 951-736-1076. <http://showsilkies.
com> <info@showsilkies.com> A leading informational 
website on poultry with 100’s of articles, resources, free 

Associations Bourbon Red Turkeys
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clipart, poultry community and more. Bearded bantam 
Silkie chicks available year round. Top bloodlines. NPIP 
certified. Ship nationwide and internationally.

Massachusetts
GOLDEN EGG FARM,  Ka te  Mor rea le , 
<goldeneggfarm@netzero,com>. 413-477-8872. 
<www.goldeneggfarm.com> Hand-made pottery, 
hatching eggs. Bearded Silkies, Non-Bearded Silkies, 
Indian Runners.

California
CHICKEN RIDDLE, Bridget, Hunter & Mackenzie 
Riddle, 3030 Orestimba Rd., Newman, CA 95360. 
209-485-1413. <sandydove@netvelocite.net> Large 
Fowl: Shamo, Salmon Faverolles. Bantam: White 
Faced Black Spanish, Tuzo, D’Uccle Porcelain, Dark 
Cornish, Salmon Faverolles.

Illinois
NATURE’S  HATCHERY,  Naperv i l l e ,  IL . 
630-428-7860 <natureshatchery@yahoo.com>  
<www.natureshatchery.com> Chickens: Ameraucana, 
Ancona, Australorp, Belgian D’anver, Brahma, Broil-
ers, Buckeye, Campine, Catalana, Cochin, Cornish, 
Crevecoeur, D’Uccle, Delaware, Dominique, Dutch, 
Faverolle, Fayoumi, Hamburg, Houdan, Japanese, 
Java, Jersey Giant, Jungle Fowl, Lakenvelder, 
Langshan, Leghorn, Long Crower, Marans, Minorca, 
Old English, Orloff, Orpington, Phoenix, Polish, 
Rhode Island, Rock, Rose Comb, Sebright, Serama, 
Sicilian, Silkie, Spanish, Sultan, Sumatra, Sussex, 
Turken, Welsummer, Wyandotte. Ducks: Appleyard, 
Australian Spotted, Buff, Magpie, Call, Campbell, 
Cayuga, Crested, Harlequin, Indies, Mallard, Mus-
covy, Mandarin, Orpington, Pekin, Rouen, Runner, 
Swedish, Wood Duck. Geese: Embden, Toluose, 
Chinese, African, Pilgrim, Roman, Buff, Pomeranian, 
Barhead goose, Egyptian. Turkeys: Broad Breasted, 
Wild, Bourbon Red, Naragansett, Blue Slate, Black, 
Midget White, Royal Palm, Standard Bronze, White 
Holland. Guineas, Pheasant, Quail, Peafowl, etc. Over 
400 varieties! FREE catalog.

Iowa
WELP HATCHERY, Box 77, Bancroft, IA 50517. 
800-458-4473. <www.welphatchery.com> Specializ-
ing in Cornish Rock broilers. Also offering baby chicks, 
ducklings, goslings, bantams, exotics, turkeys, Guin-
eas, pheasants. Free catalog. MC/Visa/Discover. 

Maryland
WHITMORE FARM. Black & Blue Ameraucana, 
Delaware, Welsummer, New Hampshire, and Black 
Copper & Blue Copper Marans. Hatching eggs and day 
old chicks. NSIP# 51-375 certified Mycoplasma free 
stock. Online ordering at <www.whitmorefarm.com>.

Michigan
ChickHatchery.com, John W. Blehm, 4599 Lange Rd. 
Birch Run, MI 48415-8137. bantam chickens: Amer-
aucana, Lakenvelder, Vorwerk & Hamburg, large fowl 
chickens: Ameraucana, Chantecler & Dominique.

DR. WILLIAM PATTERSON, 68333 Dequindre, 
Oakland, MI 48363. <theroost59@hughes.net> 
Exhibition birds starting at $50. Rosecombs, Polish, 
D’Uccles, Buff Sebrights. 

Minnesota
ADRIAN & MARY ANN RADEMACHER, 9185 Klein 
Dr., Waconia, MN 55387. 952-442-4031. Chicks & 
adults in Std. Black Minorca and SC & RC Rhode 
Island Reds. Bantams in Barred Rocks and White & 
Black Wyandottes.

JOHNSON’S WATERFOWL, 36882 160th Ave. NE, 
Middle River, MN 56737. 218-222-3556. Grey, Buff 
& White Africans, Grey & Buff Pomeranians, Brown 
Chinese, Sebastopol & Buff geese, Rouen, Silver 
Appleyard, Pekin, White & Black Crested, Saxony, 
Black & Blue Magpies, Campbells, Penciled, White, 
Blue, Black, Grey (Mallard), and Emory Penciled 
Runners, White, Grey, Snowy & Pastel Call ducklings. 
Free brochure.

URCH/TURNLUND POULTRY, 2142 NW 47 Ave., 
Owatonna, MN 55060-1071. 507-451-6782. Large 
fowl: Wyandottes, Rhode Island Reds, Rhode Island 
Whites, Java, Giants, Buckeye, Dominique, Brahma, 

Langshan, Cochins, Dark Brown & Black Leghorn, 
Spanish, R.C. Black Leghorn, Australorp, Polish, 
Houdan, Hamburg, Faverolle, Welsummer, Campine, 
Cubalaya, Sumatra, Amerancauna, Naked Neck. 
Games: La Fleche, Crevecoeur. Bantam: Modern 
Game, Rock, Rhode Island Red, Leghorn, Naked 
Neck, Polish, Ameraucana, Cochin, Brahma, Faverolle, 
Langshan, Frizzle, Silkie, Sultan, Wyandotte, Mille Fleur, 
Buckeye, Old English, Ancona. Geese: Canada, 
Egyptian, China, African, Pomeranian Ducks: 
Muscovy. Turkeys: Black, Slate, Bronze, Red, Palm, 
Beltsville, Eastern Wild, Narragansett, exhibition fowl.

Ohio
ERIC MARKLEY, 19454 Miller Rd., Wapakoneta, OH 
45895. 419-568-7402. <markley@ohionational.org> 
White Leghorns, large fowl, bantams. Will deliver to 
poultry shows that I attend.

OAK GROVE FARM, Tom Stricker , 9660 Hemple Rd., 
Germantown, OH 45327. 937-855-4874. <tpstricker@
gtownonline.com> Polish, Phoenix, Yokohama. 

Oklahoma
COUNTRY HATCHERY, Dr. Dennis P. Smith, PO 
Box 747, Wewoka, OK 74884. 405-257-1236. 
<drdpsphdedd@yahoo.com> <www.countryhatch-
ery.net> Colored and White Muscovy Ducklings; 
Pilgrim Goslings; Guinea Keets; Standard (Heritage) 
Bronze Turkey Poults; Rhode Island Reds. Free 
color brochure.

SOUTHSIDE HATCHERY, John Allison, 12447 
NS 3570, Seminole, OK 74868. 405-380-6789. 
<johnallison2589@sbcglobal.net> Large fowl: Rhode 
Island Red, Barred Rock, Deleware, Americana, 
Black Australorp, Black Sexlink, Wells Summers, Buff 
Orpington; Cuckoo Maran, Dominiques, Silver Laced 
Wyandottes; Guinea fowl: Purple, White, Pearl, and 
Lavender; Turkeys: Royal Palm and Standard Bronze; 
Peafowl; Call Ducks. Please call or write to receive 
your free brochure today. 

Pennsylvania
DICK HORSTMAN, 5 Kings Creek Rd., Burgettstown, 
PA 15021. 724-729-3701. <dickhorstman@comcast.
net> Exhibition. Quality large fowl & bantams. Eggs, 
chicks & adults.

DONALD KRAHE, 2108 Wager Rd., Erie, PA 16509. 
814-825-4008. Black Hamburgs large, Gold & Silver 
Sebrights, Black Call ducks. No eggs-chicks.

Rhode Island
WARREN CARLOW, 274 Westcott Rd., Scituate, RI 
02857. 401-647-5888. <carlowpoultry@aol.com> 
Quality exhibition large fowl, bantams. 

Wisconsin
BUTCH’S BIRDS POULTRY FARM, Airling Gunder-
son, N6465 Schwantz Rd., Pardeeville, WI 53954. 
608-429-9960. <amgund@verizon.net> <www.
ButchsBirds.com> Geese, ducks, chickens, NPIP. 

DAVID LEFEBER, 8648 Irish Ridge Rd., Cassville, WI 
53806-9616. 608-725-2179. Exhibition Wyandottes, 
Large fowl & bantams-Many Varieties. Eggs, chicks 
& adults. Also White Muscovys & Call ducks. Send 
SASE with request. 

PURELY POULTRY, Tyler Danke, PO Box 1065, 
Oshkosh, WI 54903-1065. 920-472-4068. <Chicks@
PurelyPoultry.com> <www.PurelyPoultry.com> Great 
prices, 200 breeds: chickens, bantams, ducks, geese, 
turkeys, guineas, peafowl, pheasants, ornamental 
pheasants, chukars and quail.

Virginia
ANDY’S POULTRY, Andy Marsinko, 191 Major Wade 
Rd., Blue Ridge, VA 24064. 540-977-3950, Cell: 540-
588-4779. Adults only.

Waterfowl
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Free Shipping
on qualifi ed website orders!

What is it?
A prefabricated fence that arrives at your 

door as a complete roll (but still needs to be 
electrifi ed with an energizer). Energizer and 
additional support posts sold separately.

White vertical strings are “welded” 
to black/white electroplastic conductive 
horizontals. White plastic posts built into 
the net every 12 ft. support the mesh. 

42 or 48 in. tall netting is available.
12 horizontals. Verticals every 3 in. A 164 ft. 
roll weighs less than 15 lbs. 

How does it work?
The close mesh spacing and the “live” 

horizontals present both a physical and a 
pain barrier to birds and their predators. 

To reduce energy loss, it should be moved 
before lush green grass grows into the 
fence. That’s simple since a 164 ft. roll can 
be installed or removed in minutes without 
tools. Mesh is stretched only hand tight. 

 
Uses?
• To fence in most non-fl ying poultry 

(chickens, ducks & geese).
• To fence out dogs, foxes, coyotes, 

raccoons, opossum & skunks.
• To enable poultry to be easily rotated 

from one grass area to another.

800-282-6631
www.premier1supplies.com

Washington, IA

Ask for our 2 unique booklets—both free!

Note: Not effective with baby chicks that 
are small enough to crawl through the net 
openings and therefore are not deterred by 
the electric shock.

PoultryNetPoultryNetPoultryNet™™™PoultryNet™PoultryNetPoultryNetPoultryNet™PoultryNet™PoultryNet™PoultryNetPoultryNetPoultryNet™PoultryNet
The “Instant” Fence!
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