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FrOm the editOr: 

Start Those
Chicks Right

elaine Belanger

F
or many of us spring brings the pleasure 
of a new batch of chicks. Giving them 
a healthy, strong start to life starts in the 

brooder. Raising chicks is generally very easy, 
and lots of fun. In this issue, Gail Damerow 
explains what you need to have when choos-
ing a brooder (see page 28), and Tim Erick-
son discusses feed specific to chicks (see page 
32). I want to offer a few more tips to make 
raising chicks a fun, healthy adventure. 

Offer the Correct Temperature
Once you have the correct brooder for 

your needs, you are ready to get those birds 
off to the right start. The brooder tempera-
ture should be set at 95°F for the first week. 
Reduce the temperature 5°F each week until 
you reach room temperature, when you can 
discontinue offering any heat. The chicks 
should then be fully feathered and ready to 
hit the great outdoors.

Offer Enough Space
 Chicks grow fast! The chicks’ first few 

days are mostly spent sleeping, but they will 
quickly become active, needing more space 
to prevent boredom. 

Boredom can lead to feather and toe 
picking. Feather picking usually starts when 
chicks begin feathering out, and the chicks are 
seeing something unfamiliar. Toe picking may 
start when chicks can’t find enough to eat. 

As chicks grow, offer larger brooding 
quarters. If you haven’t started with a large 
enough brooder to allow adequate space, the 
easiest and least expensive option is to get a 
bigger cardboard box. 

Floor Cover
Do not use newspaper or other smooth 

surfaces. Brooding chicks on a slick surface 
can encourage slipped tendon, known as pero-
sis. Do not use wood shavings for the first few 
days. Chicks are going to peck at everything, 
and end up eating these chips instead of feed. 
Layer paper toweling on top of any surface 
for the first few days. 

Offer Correct Water & Feed Supply
Chicks can live for about two days with-

out feed or water, surviving on residual yoke, 
but once they arrive at your house, getting 
them started on water and feed should be 
your first priority. Show the birds where the 
water is by gently dipping the tip of each 
bird’s beak into the waterer. Use chick-size 
waterers, and place small stones in the base 
for the first few days to prevent drowning. 
Place the waterers near the heat source, but 
not directly under it. 

After a few days, place the waterer on a 
wooden block at the chicks’ back height to 
help keep them clean and to prevent drown-
ing. As the birds grow raise the waterer and 
feeders to match back height. This will force 
the chicks to stretch and strengthen their 
legs.

Use a commercial chick starter feed—
chicks need a well-balanced diet for good 
growth and development. You can also offer 
mashed up hard-boiled eggs to the chicks.  
Offer the feed spread out on the paper tow-
eling for the first day or so, then the feed 
can be placed on lids, an old egg carton or 
purchased feeder. Do not feed layer feed or 
other chicken feed, as these do not meet the 
correct chick dietary needs, and may contain 
ingredients that can harm the chicks, such as 
too much calcium. 

Feed a ration designed for chicks; don’t 
be tempted to feed them the same thing you 
would feed laying hens, or the chicks will 
not grow properly. Use feeders and waterers 
designed to keep chicks from stepping in the 
feed or water. Chicks that walk around in 
their droppings and then step in the feeder or 
waterer may spread disease.

You can purchase commercial waterers You can purchase commercial waterers 

and feeders from any farm store or one of the 
many advertisers in Backyard Poultry. 

Maintaining comfortable, sanitary and 
healthy conditions in the brooder will mini-
mize stress. Stress can make chicks suscep-
tible to diseases they might otherwise resist. 
Stress may be avoided by making sure chicks 
have constant access to feed and water, suf-
ficient space to grow, and the proper brooder 
temperature. When all the chick needs are 
met, the birds will grow into fine, healthy 
chickens, and the pleasures of watching this 
will be immeasurable. 

New Books
We are pleased to add three new books 

to our Backyard Poultry bookstore. Just in 
time for the arrival of your chicks, Chick 
Days: An Absolute Beginner’s Guide Rais-
ings Chickens from Hatchlings to Laying 
Hens, by Jenna Woginrich, guides the 
reader from day one to egg-laying age. 
Filled with personalized details of her 
three hens, you will enjoy reading this 
book right along with getting a clear un-
derstanding of what to expect, before your 
chicks arrive. See page 46 for an excerpt 
from this book. 

Backyard Poultry used to carry the 
Farmstead Egg Cookbook until it went Farmstead Egg Cookbook until it went Farmstead Egg Cookbook
out of print. We have come across an-
other great cookbook by Janice Cole. The 
Chicken and Egg: A Memoir of Suburban 
Homesteading with 125 Recipes offers 
some fabulous egg and chicken recipes, 
and includes hilarious anecdotes of the 
author’s experiences raising her hens. It’s 
a great read, but be careful when using 
one of her recipes; it is very easy to get off 
track as you find yourself reading page after 
page of her memoirs! See page 44 for an 
excerpt from this book. We are excited to 
announce that author Janice Cole will also 
be providing recipes to Backyard Poultry
in future issues.

Frequent contributor, and well-known 
poultry expert, Gail Damerow, also has a 
new book. With The Backyard Homestead 
Guide to Raising Farm Animals, anyone 
can learn to successfully raise chickens, 
ducks, geese, turkeys, rabbits, goats, 
sheep, cows, pigs, and honey bees. This 
essential guide covers everything from 
selecting the right breeds to producing de-
licious fresh milk, cheese, honey, eggs, and 
meat. Whether you want to be more self-
sufficient, save money, or just enjoy safer, 
healthier, more delicious animal products, 
you’ll find all the information you need 
in this book. Watch for a full book review 
in the June/July, 2011 issue of Backyard 
Poultry, or see the bookstore on page 47 
of this issue for more information. 
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lettersetters: : Do you have something
to crow about?

We want to hear from you. Send questions, comments,We want to hear from you. Send questions, comments,
 opinions, advice, coming events, etc. to:  opinions, advice, coming events, etc. to: 

Backyard Poultry Editor, 145 Industrial Dr., Medford, WI 54451 Backyard Poultry Editor, 145 Industrial Dr., Medford, WI 54451 
or e-mail: byp@tds.net or e-mail: byp@tds.net 

Momentous Occasion
The momentous arrival of our first 

egg occurred yesterday! It was a big 
surprise, since it’s the dead of winter, 
our hens (Red Star), are just shy of 20 
weeks old, and get no supplemental light. 
But yesterday morning, I went out to the 
coop, and there was an egg waiting!

It’s “value”—if one can really mea-
sure such a thing—is priceless. And, 
given our total investment to date, we 
thought it fitting that the egg should be 
presented in a Tiffany box.

As new chicken raisers, we love your 
magazine. A friend lent us some of her 
back issues when we were considering 
getting chickens, and she gave us a gift 
subscription—which we intend to contin-
ue. Your articles are so well-written, and 
a pleasure to read. And the information 
for us “newbies” to chicken-raising is ex-
tremely helpful. Our daughter also really 
likes the Gertrude McCluck column.

We hope you enjoy the pictures, and 
thanks for being a resource to us.

Amy Weinstock & Mike Coln, 
Massachusetts

place for you. I have gained a ton of infor-
mation and also made some great friends. 
On the forum, I am matthewschickens so 
if you do join please let me know. 

Again, thank you for this magazine.
Matthew via e-mail

This website is indeed filled with 
great advice from other poultry raisers. 

I recently downloaded a chicken 
app that was very useful as well. Pickin’ 
Chicken allows people to research breeds 
from their iPhones, iPads or iPods. 
Funny Farm Industries partnered with 
Mother Earth News to produce this 
resource. 

Pickin’ Chicken features an illustrat-
ed guide to more than 75 chicken breeds 
and 100 varieties with over 250 photos. 
Users can find the ideal chicken breed for 
eggs, meat, personality or any combina-
tion based on results from 14 searchable 
characteristics. The app provides in-
formation from the American Livestock 
Breed Conservancy on rare, heritage, 
and endangered chicken breeds.

Of course, you could always go to the 
ALBC website for this information. The 
website is loaded with breed details for 
chickens, ducks, turkeys, geese as well as 
livestock. Visit albc-usa.org. 

Another website with a lot of breed 

The cost of getting their first egg inspired 
Amy Weinstock to present it in a Tiffany 
jewelry box.

photos is feathersite.com. I visit this site photos is feathersite.com. I visit this site 
almost daily, and love the hundreds of 
pictures of nearly every breed of poultry.

Finally, the Backyard Poultry website 
contains a library of past articles cover-
ing breeds, health, housing, and more. 
Choose the “library” egg at backyard-
poultrymag.com.—Ed.

Chicken Rescue Centers
in U.S.

I really enjoy Backyard Poultry tre-
mendously! I was really excited to see the 
article on page 12 in the February/March 
issue about the Raystede Center for Ani-
mal Rescue. It was great to see a feature 
on “Battery Hens.” So many people are 
completely unaware of their existence. 
Millions of hens live crammed into a cage 
with 4-5 others. They are driven nearly 
mad by lack of stimulation and space and 
often pick out their own feathers or their 
cage mates’. 

The United Kingdom seems to be 
quite big on rescuing those poor babies. 
They also have another wonderful orga-
nization, The British Hen Welfare Trust, 
(www.bhwt.org.uk), in addition to the 
Raystede Center. I am happy to see this 
because I hope it will get some chicken 
lovers to think about adoption. 

In the U.S. we have two wonderful 

Helpful HintHelpful Hint
We use this nifty egg-carton feeder for our chicks. It is simple, free and We use this nifty egg-carton feeder for our chicks. It is simple, free and 
easily replaced when it gets soiled.—The Sanstrom Family, Connecticuteasily replaced when it gets soiled.—The Sanstrom Family, Connecticut

Website Resourse and iPad  
Applications Ease Poultry 

Keeping
Thank you for the great magazine. 

I love it!
I wanted to let all of the readers know 

about a great resource that I have found 
online, www.backyardchickens.com. If 
you have chicken questions or just want 
to talk to other chicken lovers, this is the 
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organizations that rescue and advocate 
for the welfare of chickens and other 
poultry. One is United Poultry Con-
cerns located in Machipongo, Virginia 
(www.upc-online.org; PO Box 150, 
Machipongo, VA 23405) and Chicken 
Run Rescue in Minneapolis, Minnesota 
(www.brittonclouse.com/chickenrun-
rescue; PO Box 11742, Minneapolis, 
MN 55411). 

I would love to see more articles 
dedicated to the welfare of chickens and 
other poultry. With Backyard Poultry’s 
wide and wonderful audience we could 
start a revolution right here in the United 
States to show the plight of poultry and 
how people can help.

Mary Lapara, Louisiana 

Spring Hatch

bottom (I cut off some length). Turn 
inside out, re-sew the bottom. Miter the 
corners. 

PORTABLE  ELECTRIC  NETTING
• Semi-rigid vertical stays reduce sagging
• 3.5” spacing for optimum security
• Superior protection from predators
• Built-in step-in posts for easy installation

FREE Fence Guide / Catalog
800-536-2683

KENCOVE 
PORTABLE
CHARGERS

• Power adjustment knob
• Voltage indicator light
• Easy-to-carry handle
• Battery operated, optional 
 solar panel

www.kencove.com

FREE

 SHIPPING 

Yes, it is for real—right out of the in-
cubator. I hatch year around. I sell chicks, 
laying hens and roosters, ducks, geese, 
turkeys, rabbits, quail and guineas.

Jean Long
Jean’s Poultry, Waterfowl and 
Bunny Farm, North Carolina

Alternate Feed Sack Base
I am writing in reference to your 

article about making reusable bags out 
of the polywoven feed sacks. (Febru-
ary/March 2011, page 16) I thought this 
was a great article; and as I have been 
making these sacks myself, I wanted to 
provide an alternate method of finishing 
the bottoms—a method that I find to be 
easily managed. Unfortunately, I didn’t 
have a beautiful chicken bag to illustrate, 
but you have to admit, horses are a close 
second in favorites.

Instead of a separate piece of bag 
for the base, I miter the corners. This 
produces a flat bottom that can be made 
to different dimensions depending on the 
amount you miter. 

This is how I sew the bags: Cut off 

Turn right side out, fold down the top 
and attach handles. 

I also included a picture of a finished 
bag that has an alternate carry handle. I 
used grommets with a four-strand plait of 
baling twine—to get the country look! 

Mark and sew. (I use 4 inches from 
the point as a measurement.) 

One further thought: I keep an old 
needle for the purpose of making the 
bags, otherwise you can wreck your sharp 
ones fairly fast.

Marilyn Miller, Washington

Poultry Keeping Tips
I wanted to let you know how helpful 

Backyard Poultry is. I’ve adopted many 
ideas, such as vinegar in the drinking 
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water, especially of chicks, and using 
shredded paper as nesting material. 

We really enjoy our chickens; I’ve 
had hens off and on since the 1970s, but 
usually in addition to other, larger ani-
mals who got most of the attention. Since 
we only have chickens now, I can really 
enjoy them. The Golden Comets are so 
friendly; they’ll jump on my lap to be pet-
ted, and squat down to be picked up.

I have many other breeds, but love the 
“Tammys,” as we call them (my husband 
was calling them the “Wynettes” when I first 
got them) and the Polish and Silkies best.

Here are a few ideas that have worked 
well for me.
1. I’ve planted several black and red 
currant bushes in my large maximum 
security chicken yard (too many foxes 
and hawks to range free). They offer 
shade, and the ladies love the berries. I 
place large stones around the bases so 
the roots aren’t scratched up.
2. I use black rubber bowls for water, 
as they’re easier to get the ice out of 
in the winter. I keep them up on potato 
crates so they don’t get dirty, (concrete 
blocks work, too) and I always keep 
two out there in case one gets emptied 
or knocked over. When I clean out the 
bowls each day, I water the currants 
with the old water. I keep a cheap scrub 
brush with a handle right in the chicken 
yard. No electricity up there, so heated 
bowls are not an option.
3. The potato crates are also great to 
cover the many comfrey plants I have 
in the chicken yard. Without the crates, 
the hens don’t let them grow; with the 
crates, they can only eat what grows 
outside the crates. Any slatted wooden 
box would work.
4. For fake nest eggs, I have a good 
supply of plastic Easter eggs from yard 
sales. I fill the large half with sand, at-
tach the small half, and wrap the seam 
with reinforced 1/2" packing tape. The 
sand gives them the weight of real eggs 
so the ladies can’t kick them out of the 
nest as easily.
5. When raising chicks, I put their food 
and water on a stack of two scraps of 2 x 6 
lumber; the bottom one about 2-4" longer 
than the top so the little chicks can use it as 
a step. This keeps the water cleaner.

 Keep up the great work, and carry 
on the tradition of readers helping read-
ers! And thanks to Harvey Ussery for his 
helpful, informative articles.

Linda Kingsley, New York
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Patricia FOreman 

The local foods movement is not 
only gaining ground, it is here 
to stay; and that includes fam-

ily flocks of chickens. Chickens are 
the mascots of local foods because of 
the many talents and skill sets they in-
nately bring to small-scale food produc-
tion. These skill sets include being pes-
ticiders (eating mosquitoes, ticks and 
fleas), herbiciders (by eating and clear-
ing unwanted vegetation), and organic 
fertilizer generators (that can help create 
and enhance garden soil). The trend for 
backyard flocks is so strong, that in the 
past two years, over 500 towns and cit-
ies have revised their laws to allow ur-
ban folks to keep their own chickens.

With the reemergence of backyard 
chickens across the country, there have 
been tremendous amounts of miscon-
ceptions, false beliefs and downright 
prejudice surrounding the keeping of 
micro-flocks of chickens. As the co-host 
of the Chicken Whisperer Backyard 
Poultry and Sustainable Lifestyles Talk 
Show, I have heard it all. 

There are seven main concerns that 
routinely surface when the topic of city 
chicks is discussed. These are: 1. disease, 
2. noise, 3. waste, odor and flies, 4. preda-
tors and rodents, 5. property values, 6. 
appearance, and 7. what will neighbors 
think? Let’s look at the facts behind each 
of these concerns.

Myth 1. Chickens carry diseases com-
municable to humans. Fact: The truth 
is that small flocks have literally no risk 
of avian flu transmission to humans. The 
2006 Grain Report states: “When it comes 

to bird flu, diverse small-scale poultry is 
the solution, not the problem.”

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
states on their website: “There is no need 
at present to remove a (family) flock of 
chickens because of concerns regarding 
avian flu.”

Avian flu has been in the press as a 
concern to commercial poultry produc-
tion where birds are raised in monster-
size flocks confined in over-crowded 
environments. This causes high stress 
and compromised immune systems in 
the birds. Any sign of disease, including 
a sneeze, could result in a huge number 
of birds getting sick; and this puts at risk 
a large amount of profit. As many experts 
have stated publicly, the solution to avian 
flu is in small-scale poultry.

Myth 2. Chickens are too noisy. Fact: 
Laying hens—at their loudest—have 
about the same decibel level as human 
conversation (60 to 70 decibels). Hens 
are so quiet that there have been cases of 
family flocks being kept for years with-
out the next door neighbors knowing it.

To some, noise is a concern with 
roosters and their pre-dawn heralding 
of sunrises. Many urban codes ban 
roosters, or only allow them to be kept 
with special permits. The noise level of 
a rooster’s crow is about the same as a 
barking dog; 90 decibels. But there are 
ways to keep roosters quiet throughout 
the night. Many folks regard crowing as 
a pleasant sound.

Myth 3. Chickens cause waste and 
odor. Fact: A 40-pound dog generates 
more solid waste than 10 chickens. To 
be more specific, one 40-pound dog 

generates about .75 pounds of poop ev-
ery day. Ten chickens generate about .66 
pounds daily poop. 

The advantage to chicken poop is that 
it can be used as valuable, high-nitrogen 
fertilizer. Unlike dog or cat poop, chicken 
poop can be combined with yard and leaf 
waste to create compost. Just as valu-
able, about 40% of the chicken manure 
is organic matter necessary for building 
fertile, healthy topsoil.

Chicken manure is so valuable that 
there is a product called Cockadoodle 
Doo®. What is Cockadoodle Doo made 
of? You guessed it; dried chicken manure. 
A 20-pound bag sells for $15. That’s 76 
cents a pound for chicken manure! Let’s 
take the stakes even higher. Where does 
most commercial fertilizer come from? 
Think oil. Can chickens’ services and 
products help us decrease our dependence 
on oil? Yes, in many ways and on many 
levels.

Myth 4. Chickens attract predators, 
pests and rodents. Fact: Predators and 
rodents are already living in urban areas. 
Wild bird feeders, pet food, gardens, fish 
ponds, bird baths and trash waiting to 
be collected all attract raccoons, foxes, 
rodents and flies. Modern micro-flock 
coops, such as chicken tractors, arks, 
and other pens are ways of keeping, and 
managing, family flocks that eliminate 
concerns about predators, rodents and 
other pests. 

Indeed, chickens are part of the so-
lution to pesky problems. Chickens are 
voracious carnivores and will seek out 
and eat just about anything that moves 
including ticks (think Lyme disease), 
fleas, mosquitoes, grasshoppers, stink 
bugs, slugs, and even mice, baby rats and 
small snakes. 

Myth 5. Property values will 
decrease. Fact: There is not one single 
documented case that we know of about a 
next door family flock that has decreased 
the value of real estate. On the contrary, 
local foods and living green is so fash-
ionable, that some Realtors and home 
sellers are offering a free chicken coop 
with every sale. An example of this at 
www.GreenWayNews.com. 

Myth 6. Coops are ugly. Fact: Micro-
flock coop designs can be totally charm-
ing, upscale and even whimsical. Some 
of them are architect designed and cost 

7 Urban Chicken Myths7 Urban Chicken Myths
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thousands of dollars. Common de-
sign features include blending in with 
the local architectural style, matching 
the slope of the roof and complement-
ing color schemes. For examples go to 
www.MyPetChicken.com.

Myth 7. What will neighbors think? 
Fact: You can’t control what anyone 
thinks, much less your neighbor. Once 
folks gain more experience with the ad-
vantages and charms of chickens, most 
prejudice and fear evaporates; especial-
ly when you share some of those fresh, 
heart-healthy, good-for-you eggs from 
your family flock.

There is one huge advantage to fam-
ily flocks that is often overlooked dur-
ing chicken debates. That is their role 
and value in solid waste management 
systems. Chickens, as clucking civic 
workers, are biomass recyclers and can 
divert tons of organic matter from the 
trash collection and landfills. 

Chickens will eat just about all 
kitchen “waste.” They love people food, 
even those “gone-by” leftovers that have 
seasoned in the refrigerator. Combine 
their manure with grass clippings, fallen 
leaves and garden waste, and you cre-
ate compost. Composting with chicken 
helpers keeps tons of biomass out of 
municipal trash collection systems.

All this can save big time taxpayer 
dollars, which is especially valuable 
in these times of stressed municipal 
budgets.

There is precedence for employing 
family flocks as part of trash manage-
ment. It is being done very successfully 
in some European towns. One example is 
the town of Deist in Flanders, Belgium. 
The city buys laying hens to give to 
residents who want them. The chickens’ 
job is to divert food waste from the trash 
stream and eliminates having to be picked 
up by workers, transported, and then dis-
posed. The savings are significant.

May the flock be with you…and to 
quote the Chicken: “evermore.”

Patricia Foreman is the author of sev-
eral books including City Chicks: Keep-
ing Micro-flocks of Chickens as Garden 
Helpers, Compost Creators, Biomass 
Recyclers and Local Food Suppliers, 
and Chicken Tractor: The Permaculture 
Guide to Happy Hens and Healthy Soil, 
available from Backyard Poultry book-
store on page 47.—Ed.

GQF MANUFACTURING CO.
PO BOX 1552   

SAVANNAH, GA   31402  USA 

visit GQFmfg.com

Incubators, Brooders, Cages & Supplies

Quality, Utility, and Performance at a Reasonable Price
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gina dOuglas

virginia

Ihave been a subscriber of your maga-
zine since it started and have enjoyed 
keeping a small flock of chickens 

since the 90s. The last few years, I have 
been grateful for many good practical tips 
I have picked up from your magazine ar-I have picked up from your magazine ar-I have picked up from your magazine ar
ticles. But I also have collected many tips 
on my own simply through the everyday 
tasks involved with raising a backyard 
flock, and I thought my experiences might 
be of interest to some of your readers. So 
here they are, in no particular order…

Cleaning the Chicken Yard: In the old 
days I used to get a broom and sweep the 
chickens’ yard, but now instead, I wait 
until after any sign of rain has passed until after any sign of rain has passed 

and then I call the chickens far away and then I call the chickens far away 
from their main outdoor area, and use 
our leaf-blower to blow all droppings leaf-blower to blow all droppings leaf-blower
and other accumulated debris through 
their fencing and out of the chickens’ 
area. This method is quick, thorough, 
and leaves the grounds looking brand 
new (but doesn’t work as well in severe 
winter weather when droppings have 
frozen to the ground).

Early one summer I noticed that my 
chicken yard had begun to have a fly prob-
lem. For years we had no such problems 
in or outside the coop, but suddenly we 
seemed to have large, shiny green flies 
covering every dropping. It was kind of 
disgusting. Well, back when we raised 
horses I had saved an advertisement for 
ordering “Fly Predators” because I thought 
their concept of introducing a tiny fly that’s 
only activity in life is to live inside dung 
and prey on big, ugly fly larvae made good 
sense. So eventually I broke down and 
decided to take the risk and order some 
of their “good” tiny flies (via Spalding 
Laboratories) in hopes of getting rid of my 
unsightly, big, pesky flies. At first, when 
I saw the little bag of flies that arrived, I 
caught myself thinking I must have been 
crazy to spend my money so foolishly. 
But I followed their instructions, and their 
product worked like magic! In less than 10 
days, every ugly green fly was gone, as if days, every ugly green fly was gone, as if 

they had all disappeared off the face of the 
earth. The best lesson from this experience 
is that I learned that I never need to pur-is that I learned that I never need to pur-is that I learned that I never need to pur
chase fly predators again! That’s because I 
learned that during warm months, the trick 
with raising chickens is that it’s imperative 
not to sweep, pick up, or blow away your 
chicken droppings! Instead, whenever you 
do clean (sweep, pick up, or blow) drop-
pings, be sure to discard them nearby! 
The discarded droppings must remain 
within 150 feet of your coop and/or other 
chicken areas where you want to minimize 
flies. The old droppings serve as “hous-
ing” for the good fly predators, and if you 
discard your droppings too far away, new 
fly predators cannot make it back to your 
property to do their thing (i.e., eliminate 
bad flies by eating their larvae).

The Cock in the Flock: After our first 
years of raising chickens, with many dif-years of raising chickens, with many dif-years of raising chickens, with many dif
ferent attempts, we have come across the 
best breed of rooster for our flock of hens. 
First, as many flock owners realize, it is 
really important to not have more than 
one rooster for every 8-12 hens that you 
own. Otherwise, instead of protecting the 
flock, a too-high ratio of roosters to hens 
will cause your hens to suffer (feather 
damage, sunburn, and too much atten-
tion). Additionally, what we’ve found to 
be the key is to select a mellow-natured, 
small breed of rooster! By choosing a 
small rooster you receive all the advan-
tages of a rooster (a sentry, leader, com-
forter and protector to hens, your females 
won’t become bullies, plus all the beauty 
and fun of a rooster), without any of the 
disadvantages (brutality to hens during 
mounting, feather loss, meeker hens get-
ting favored too frequently). 

We currently have one Phoenix rooster 
(“Slim”) for our 11 hens. Because of his 
breed, he is naturally proud, protective, 
and a bit aloof towards people, yet easy to 
handle on the perch at night, doesn’t pick 
favorites with the hens, and best of all, he’s 
very light-weight (about 5 or 6 lbs.) relavery light-weight (about 5 or 6 lbs.) relavery light-weight -
tive to our standard-sized flock of hens. 
Once or twice we noticed that a couple of 
our hens were starting to lose a tiny spot 
of feathers on the top of their heads (where 
Slim likes to hold on for balance). So we 
very carefully took a large toenail clippers 
and clipped just the outermost point off 
of his beak. This immediately remedied 
the problem. Otherwise, we can honestly 
state that our hens have never had any 
feather loss at all due to mounting. Also 

Gina Douglas with her flock.

Gina has one rooster, a Phoenix, for her 11 hens. It is recomended that you keep one Gina has one rooster, a Phoenix, for her 11 hens. It is recomended that you keep one 
rooster for every 8-12 hens. When the ratio of roosters/hens gets higher than that, rooster for every 8-12 hens. When the ratio of roosters/hens gets higher than that, 
feather loss often becomes a concern.feather loss often becomes a concern.

Helpful Hints from Long-time Flock Keeper
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note that smaller roosters tend to have a 
higher pitch to their crowing, but because 
Slim is a Phoenix, he is not into crowing 
morning, noon, and night! (Well, to be 
accurate, during his first year of life, he 
did crow a lot more often than age two 
and afterwards). We do like a little crow-
ing, but not the obsessive, all day crowing 
we’ve experienced with other breeds. 

In the case that any of your hens do lose 
feathers (from treading or other reasons) 
and then their bare skin appears red (that’s 
sunburn!), each night when your birds are 
on their perch, apply 45+ sunscreen to any 
exposed skin spots, and you will see im-
mediate results (the skin will turn from red 
to pink, then back to white), and your hen 
will not be in sunburn pain or as susceptible 
to other hens pecking at her “red” areas 
while she grows back her feathers.

Health: Once, and only once, I noticed 
a tapeworm particle in one of my chick-
en’s droppings. So, I treated the entire 
flock with a wide spectrum wormer. It 
was a little harsh (I noticed the flock’s 
combs all became whitish-pink right af-
terwards), and so the next fall I used a 
herbal recipe instead. It was an article 
that your magazine suggested (garlic, 
pumpkin, and carrots—via warm oat-
meal that I used to hide the garlic in for 
a couple weeks) and I had a good result. 
However, back when I noticed the tape-
worm, I felt disturbed as to “why” any 
of my chickens had tapeworms after so 
many years of never seeing any. So I 
gave it some thought. It took me a few 
days, but eventually I remembered that 
that very summer I had come up with a 
new idea for a treat to feed my chickens 
and had stopped in at a fishing store/pet 
store and purchased a little container of 
live crickets they sell as bait. When I re-
membered that, I couldn’t help but con-
sider that it seemed likely that introduc-
ing the crickets caused the tapeworm. I’ll 
never know for sure, but it does seem like 
a good practice to really think ahead be-
fore introducing a food source like that. 
Similar to that experience, once when my 
husband and I brought in fill dirt to cover 
a pathway in our forest, although we had 
never had any problem with poisonous 
weeds before, a few weeks later poison 
ivy showed up growing on the pathway.

Breed Considerations: In the past years 
we have raised many different breeds 
of chickens. We keep our chickens un-

til they get old and die naturally, so as 
the years have gone by, we have found 
ourselves inclined to select new chick 
breeds more for their personality, rather 
than for their egg-laying capacity. The 
breeds we have raised so far include: 
Leghorns, Buff Laced Polish, Rhode Is-
land Reds, Golden-Penciled Hamburgs, 
Black Stars, Partridge Plymouth Rocks, 
Phoenix, Buff Orpingtons, Black Aus-
tralorps, Columbian Wyandottes, Gold-
en Campines, Barred Plymouth Rocks, 
Sicilian Buttercups, and Dorkings. I 
have listed them above with the least-
tame, nervous-natured first, descending 
to the most friendly, unafraid and mel-
low listed last. 

We raised most all our chicks from 
one-day-olds, by hand and with a lot of 
interaction and handling. Nevertheless, 
some breeds are just naturally “more 
friendly” than others. Of course, even 
amongst the “less friendly” breeds, there 
sometimes can be one exceptionally 
friendly or unafraid bird. However, it is 
our experience that for the most part, you 
can forecast the future disposition of your 
birds simply based upon which breed(s) 
you are choosing. Here I would offer one 
tip when choosing: If you would like to 

own a breed of chicken that is the most pet-
like, and is friendly, interested in people, 
unafraid, likes attention, and always wants 
to be with you, order Dorkings! I know 
their name sounds dork-y, and that Silver-
Gray Dorking hens are not the most beau-
tiful bird, but up close they actually have a 
beautiful intricate gray feather pattern with 
a slightly brown colored chest that makes 
them look unique. If provided with free-
dom, food, clean and secure shelter, they 
are hearty egg layers and good foragers. 
But best of all they are friendly beyond 
belief. I could recognize their lack of fear 
even in the brooder while growing up 
with our other tame-breed chicks. When 
I’d place water or food into the brooder, 
all the other hand-tamed chicks would 
scatter to the brooder’s sides momentarily 
to make room for the approaching “UFO” 
that was hovering overhead and coming 
their way. However, in contrast, the Dork-
ing chicks would run forward toward the 
approaching big hands overhead as if to 
say, “Here come the people! Something 
good is coming!” Ever since then it’s 
been obvious the Dorkings are head and 
shoulders more tame, friendly, and pet-
like than any chicken I’ve ever owned, 
seen, or heard of. They are the ones who 
want to stay with me no matter what (if 
I’m shoveling, if I’m pushing the wheel-
barrow, if there’s a sudden loud noise). 
They are almost like a dog! (However, 
they do draw the line when I start up the 
leaf blower—they then act confused and 
do reluctantly clear away). Sicilian But-
tercups are right behind the Dorkings as 
super friendly, but Dorkings still take the 
lead by leaps and bounds.

Remember if you want to order Dork-
ings, their availability is often limited. So 
phone your hatchery well before spring and 
order and pay for your Dorkings months 
in advance! (Then if necessary, you can 
cancel up to two weeks before your spring 
shipping date). This way you will be as-
sured that the hatchery won’t run out. 

Also, if you are going to own Dork-
ings you must provide provisions to 
“break” the hens when they get broody, 
because once they mature, Dorkings are 
extremely broody and will sit in the nest 
box endlessly (i.e., until they lose weight, 
become weak, and even die waiting for 
chicks to hatch). This behavior, naturally, 
counteracts all their friendly character-
istics because if they are broody (during 
warm weather only) they will do nothing 
but sit on the nest. So plan on having 

Gina’s Dorking hen, Grandma, is one of 
the friendliest birds she has. Gina says that 
the Dorking breed is “the most pet-like, is 
friendly, interested in people, unafraid, 
likes attention, and always wants to be 
with you.” Dorkings are a broody breed.

Sicilian Buttercups are right behind the 
Dorkings in the “friendly catagory,” but 
are generally non-broody.
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offer them chicken grit in a hopper, and 
although they could possibly extract the 
gravel they need for digestion from the 
large natural area that they range on, 
they nevertheless seem to eat up the 
gravel that I leave out for them rather 
quickly. To me this seems to indicate 
that they benefit by my providing it (re-
gardless that they might otherwise find 
enough grit out on their own). When 
raising chicks, we buy parakeet gravel 
in order to provide the gravel-size that 
chicks need.

Automatic chicken coop hatch opener: 
And lastly, the all time tip of the universe 
is to…save up, budget, take another 
part-time job, or whatever is necessary 
to indulge yourself in the luxury of an 
automatic chicken coop hatch opener! 
We waited years to do this, but it was 
absolutely the key to peace of mind and 
convenience when we finally installed 
one! We purchased the battery operated 
German-made brand, and it is awesome 
and worth every penny (in three years it 
has never malfunctioned). 

Four tips regarding purchasing an 
opener: 1) Definitely buy the “light sen-
sor” so that your hatch will close accord-
ing to naturally changing day/night time 
hours, and forego buying a “timer.” (The 
light sensor acts as a 24 hour sentry that 
will automatically adjust for all the in-
creasing/decreasing daylight hours of the 
year so that you don’t have to constantly 
reset a manual timer.) 2) You must build 
a little awning over the outside of your 
coop’s door/hatch. This is absolutely 
necessary but will not be mentioned in 
your automatic door opener’s instruc-
tions! Building a miniature awning for 
your chickens’ exit area is the only way 
to prevent the weather from causing your 
automatic door opener from malfunction-
ing. Otherwise, if your auto-door comes in 
contact with rain, ice, snow-flurries, strong 
wind, etc., it will alter the precision of the 
door and likely cause it to get stuck. 3) Be 
sure to purchase the optional metal rails 
that the auto-door is designed to slide up 
and down on (do not try to save money 
and build rails yourself) because the door 
relies on precision motion and will not 
open/close properly unless it is aligned 
just as it was designed to function. 4) Be 
sure to buy the battery-operated system, or 
you will never know when a power outage 
may leave your birds unsecure at night or 
trapped inside during a hot day.

I N T R O D U C I N G

A complete line of outdoor products including:
Pocket Reference Guides on Hunting, Survival and
Outdoor Cooking  •  Knives  •  Seasonings and
Outdoor Cooking Essentials  •  Survival Gear

protoolindustries.net
800-708-5191BP

AT LAST! A traditional
deer hunter’s knife.
Durable 4.5” ash handle with 4”
drop point blade.  Made from
select 1095 high carbon
steel. Full tang design
by J. Wayne Fears.
Leather sheath
Rc 58

• Holds edge
• Easy to sharpen
• Man-size handle

with leather thong
• The deer knife you’ve

always wanted
• Made in USA

separate quarters or a pen area where you 
can safely feed, water, and offer separate 
range, while isolating your Dorking hen 
from any nesting materials (until she 
stops being broody). The best trick is 
to always keep an eye on your Dorking 
layers during warm weather, and if they 
are in a nest box more than 30 minutes 
after laying, move them away from nests 
and into a separate non-nesting area un-
til they stop showing broody behavior. 
The sooner you realize and catch that 
they have become broody, the faster you 
can “break them,” and cause them to 
go back to regular hen behavior. Fortu-
nately when the hens are over two years 
old, the extreme broodiness subsides. If 
you don’t want the hassle of monitoring 
for broodiness, I would instead choose 
Sicilian Buttercups as the next best for a 
super-friendly (non-broody) breed.

The Dorking chicken breed was fea-
tured in the April/ May 2009 issue of Back-
yard Poultry. The American Buttercup was 
featured in the June/July 2009 issue of 
Backyard Poultry. Breed articles can also 
be found on our website’s library at www.
backyardpoultrymag.com.—Ed.
Fencing: If you have watch dogs like we 

do, and don’t need electric fencing during 
the day, you may be interested to know 
that by checking with the various porta-
ble electric fencing companies, you may 
eventually be able to obtain some very 
discounted “damaged” fencing that I now 
use as non-electric, very conveniently 
portable fencing. Also, for a few months 
after we first moved, we successfully used 
the short, black-colored, plastic fabric-like 
“fencing” which comes stapled to short 
wooden stakes that is often used to prevent 
erosion at construction sites (available at 
all hardware stores). It only stands about 
two feet high, but because it is solid black 
and our full-sized standard chickens were 
shorter than the fencing and could not 
see through it or over it, they never tried 
to jump up over it. It is very reasonably 
priced and can be helpful for temporary 
use (on fairly level ground where chickens 
will not be able to view what’s on the other 
side). We bought some ∩-shaped hooks at 
the hardware store in order to help secure 
any floppy ground spots where the ground 
was uneven or where the leaves and forest 
floor didn’t serve well enough to hold the 
bottom tight.
Grit: Although our hens free range, we 
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cOming events:
If you have a poultry-related event, send details 60 days in advance and 

we’ll include it in this listing. Send to: Coming Events, Backyard Poultry, 
145 Industrial Dr. Medford, WI 54451 or e-mail:byp@tds. net
For additional show listings, see http://poultrybookstore.com/

Animal & Bird Sale/Swap
Ongoing April through October

Newaygo, Michigan
Free animal and bird sell and swap. Second 

Saturday of the month in April through October, 
8 a.m till noon. Located at the corner of M37 
and M82 in Newaygo, Michigan at Family Farm 
and Home parking lot. For more information 
call 231-856-4641 or write Mr. Clarence Riggs, 
3346 Chase Ave., Newaygo, MI 49337-9520.

Heritage Poultry Intensive Workshops
Friday, April 1

Great Falls, Montana
We are excited to provide this advanced 

teaching for those who are raising standard 
bred poultry for sustainable farming, marketing, 
exhibition and preservation. During this day-
long intensive workshop you will learn how to 
properly identify heritage poultry breeds; how to 
select for meat qualities and rate of growth; how 
to select for egg production; how to select your 
ongoing breeding stock; and learn the basics 
of genetics and breeding. All this will be done 
on a model farm and will include live breeds of 
standard-bred poultry. 

One of the highlights of the day will be the 
lunch that will include the cooking of heritage 
poultry. This intensive “on farm” workshop is 
being hosted by the Montana Poultry Growers 
Cooperative. It will be taught by Sustainable 
Poultry Specialist, Jim Adkins and other quali-
fied instructors. 

To register or for more information con-
tact the Center for Poultry: Call 209-890-
5326 or e-mail centre4poultry@aol.com.

2011 Cajun Classic and 
Serama International

April 8 - 9
Historic Oak Alley Plantation

Vacherie, Louisiana
The Cajun Serama Council, the LA Chapter 

of the Serama Council of North America, cor-
dially invites everyone to participate, either as 
an exhibitor or spectator in the Largest Serama 
Extravaganza to date in North America. For the 
first time ever the Malaysian or Ayam Serama will 
share the spotlight with the American Serama.

On Friday and Saturday, April 8 and 9, 2011, 
thousands of Serama enthusiasts from through-
out the world will converge on Vacherie for the 
8th Annual Cajun Classic. The garden type show 
will be held on the grounds of Historic Oak Alley 
Plantation, http://www.oakalleyplantation.com/ 
located on River Road (LA.18) in Vacherie, LA.

Unlike ordinary chicken shows where 
chickens are kept cooped up, the Cajun clas-
sic will feature Table Top Judging only. Each 
Serama is brought before a judge, placed on 
a platform and allowed to “strut its stuff” for 
the judges and audience. Points totaling 100 
are awarded for Type, Character, Tail and 
Wing Carriage, Feather Quality and Condi-

tion. Champions and Reserve Champions will 
be selected for each of 16 different classes, 
both Open and Junior, an overall Show Cham-
pion and Reserve Show Champion will be 
crowned. Large rosettes and special prizes 
will be awarded to the Champion and Reserve 
Champion of each Class, quality ribbons will be 
awarded to each Serama scoring 75 or above.

For the first time ever, the Malaysian/
Ayam Serama, will be featured and judged to a 
standard, different and apart from the American 
Serama Standard. Friday is Malaysian/Ayam 
Serama day. An overall Champion Ayam Male 
and Female will be crowned. Special awards 
will be presented to the tinest and most extreme 
Ayam Serama entered. Friday also features 
the American Serama Chick competitions. 

Color is given no consideration at the Cajun 
Classic, males and females are cooped side by 
side regardless of color or class. The frizzled, 
silkied and booted are intermingled throughout..

Judging the event will be a panel of ABA/
APA judges, Gary Overton and Edgar Mongold, 
Ohio, and James Adkins, North Carolina. SCNA 
judges will be on hand assisting named judges.

Admittance is free to exhibitors and specta-
tors alike. An array of authentic Cajun foods will 
be available, for a nominal fee, along with the 
traditional hamburger and hot dog, on Saturday. 
Drinks and sweets will be available throughout 
the day. Various items, over 100 to date, will 
be offered for raffle, drawings will be at 3:30 
p.m., winners must be present to claim prizes 
or another name will be drawn. Hundreds of 
Serama birds will be available for purchase. 

A Cajun Band, T-Canille, will enter-
tain guests along with the dance troupe, 
Le Danseurs Cajun de la Louisianne.

Remember the dates, Friday and Sat-
urday, April 8 and 9th. Come pass a good 
time at the Cajun Classic, ya momma 
and dem ar gunna be dar, com join um.

For additional information or to request a show 
packet, visit www.seramacouncilofnorthameri-
ca.com or contact Jerry Schexnayder, e-mail 
to jerschex@aol.com or call 225-265-2238.

Heart of America Game Breeders’ 
Poultry & Small Animal Swaps

Fairgrounds, Overbrook, Kansas
April 9, May 21, June 11, July 16, & August 

6, 2011
And

Heart of America Game 
Breeders’ Fall Auction

Gardner, Kansas
September 17, 2011

HOAGBA invites you to attend our auc-
tion. This is a great auction attracting sellers 
and buyers from Kansas, Nebraska, Missouri, 
Illinois, Oklahoma, Colorado, and Iowa. A wide 
variety of quality bantam and standard chick-

ens, domestic waterfowl, rabbits, pheasants, 
quail, chukars, peafowl, wild ducks, geese, 
swans, and aviary birds such as parakeets, 
finches, and others will be sold to the highest 
bidder.

Good used and new equipment will also 
be auctioned off. 10% of the proceeds from the 
auction are used to fund our scholarship and 
youth programs that provides awards at area 
county fairs and at junior show awards at three 
poultry shows. More information about the sale 
is available at: www.gbwf.org, Avicultural Fo-
rums, look at the events section. You may also 
contact John or Terry Smith: e-mail: smithkct@
centurylink.net or call 913-879-2587.

HOAGBA also sponsors poultry and small 
animal swaps at the Osage County Fairgrounds 
in Overbrook, Kansas (east of town - Hwy. 56 & 
Cedar St). Swaps run from 8:00 a.m. to noon. 
For details, call John or Terry Smith at 913-
879-2587, LaDonna Lickteig at 785-542-2279, 
or Darrell Rhodes at 785-393-9134. 

All poultry and game birds sold at auctions 
and swaps must be pullorum-typhoid tested. 
Out of state sellers must have an import permit. 
For info., call Chastity Flowers at the KS Animal 
Health Dept at 785-296-2326.

Auctions and swaps are held regardless 
of the weather. 

The River Hills Farmers Market
Family Farm Expo

April 16
Summer Market Fair

June 18
Fall Poultry Fest

September 10
Silex, Missouri

Saturday, April 16 the group will host it’s an-
nual Family Farm Expo. The day-long event will 
begin at 8:00 a.m. and will feature a poultry and 
egg show, demonstrations on poultry breeds, 
a country auction, youth activities and a large 
farmers market highlighting heritage poultry 
and livestock breeds. This event will be held at 
the Silex R-1 School in Silex, Missouri. Silex is 
five minutes off of Hwy. 61 and about an hour 
northwest of St Louis. Admission is free.

Saturday, June 18th the group will hold it’s 
first Summer Market Fair. It will begin at 8:00 
a.m. adjacent to the Tractor Supply Store in 
Troy, Missouri. Troy is just a few minutes off 
of Hwy. 70 on Hwy. 61. The day will include a 
number of events featuring purebred poultry 
and small stock varieties and the growing im-
portance of egg production to the area. Many 
show judges and breeders will be on hand to 
advise 4-H and FFA youngsters preparing for 
the summer show season. Purebred birds of 
several ages and breeds will be on display and 
available for sale as a part of the accompanying 
large farmers market. Admission is free.

Saturday, September 10th the group will 
hold the yearly Fall Poultry Fest beginning at 
8:00 a.m. at the Silex R-1 School. This event 
includes a classic autumn farmers market, 
country auction, poultry and egg show and 
a trade show. There will also be four-hour 
seminary sessions covering egg quality, selec-
tion and culling practices, poultry breeds and 
breeding and many hands-on demonstrations. 
There will be a $10 per family fee to attend 
these sessions (one fee covers all sessions). 
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Speakers will include Matt John and Kelly 
Klober, many informational handouts will be 
available.

Contact River Hills at 136 Zumwalt Rd., 
Silex, MO 63377 or call 636-579-9391 or 
573-485-7261 for information to attend or 
participate.

Chickens in the City: Austin’s 3rd
Annual Funky Chicken Coop Tour 

April 23
Austin, Texas

On Saturday, April 23, 2011, Austin-area 
poultry keepers will open their backyards to 
the public for the third year to show off their 
chickens and their urban coops. After such a 
huge turnout for the 2010 tour, with at least 
1,500 visitors, we know we’ll be having a great 
time with this year’s tour! 

Visitors to the tour sites will see how scav-
enged materials can be transformed into a 
low-cost coop or how a fashionable coop can 
enhance a landscape. The tour hosts will be on 
hand to share their experiences with chicken 
care, coop design, maintaining harmony among 
the chickens, people and other pets, and more. 
If you are thinking about keeping chickens in 
your own backyard, you’ll get some great ideas. 
Chicken coops often integrate into larger proj-
ects, such as organic gardens, sustainability and 
permaculture efforts, and school activities.

All attendees are eligible to enter a free 
raffle to win a brand new chicken coop from 
our sponsor, Mobile Chicken Coops! The lucky 
winner of the raffle will receive their choice of 
either a mobile chicken coop that houses 4-8 
chickens, or a stationary coop for 4-5 chickens. 
To be eligible to win, stop by our Information 
Center on the day of the tour, located at Buck 
Moore Feed and Pet Supply at 5237 North La-
mar Blvd. The drawing will be held shortly after 
4:00 pm, following the end of the tour.

Maps to the coop locations can be down-
loaded closer to the tour date from our website 
at http://fccooptour.blogspot.com. You can also 
follow us on Facebook and Twitter. Printed 
copies of the map will be available in limited 
quantities at select locations. Make some time 
on Easter weekend to check out this free event. 
The free, self-guided tour will run from 10:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m, rain or shine.

If you are interested in volunteering or be-
ing a sponsor for the tour, visit our website and 
complete your application today! Help support 
urban sustainability. 

For more information, see http://fccooptour.
blogspot.com, or contact Christy Sanders: pr@
austincooptour.org; 512-487-7737. 

The Austin Funky Chicken Coop Tour is 
held in partnership with Sustainable Food Cen-
ter, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. (www.
sustainablefoodcenter.org).

Central Illinois Poultry Club
13th Annual Spring Show

Saturday, May 7th 
Expo Gardens
Peoria, Illinois

 Special meets. New this year is a Pigeon 
show. For more information, contact Randy or 
Pem Jackson: 815-488-5200 or 815-303-7192, 
or Steve Gerdes 309-399-7403.

1-888-852-5340

Order your  free  catalog! Our EZ Request 
Form is online, visit eggcartons.com or call

All your poultry supplies, 
in one convenient place!

Egg Cartons • Egg Trays 
Incubators • Waterers 
Feeders • Laying Nests  
Egg Baskets • Labels 
egg Scales & More!

Our pre-printed  
 egg cartons are     
   a great way  
   to help your  
    eggs stand 
out in the flock!

Our pre-printed  
 egg cartons are     
   a great way  
   to help your  
    eggs stand 
out in the flock!

Sussex County Poultry Fanciers
Saturday, May 21

Sussex County Fairgrounds
Augusta, New Jersey

We invite you to come to our Spring show 
on Saturday May 21, 2011 at the Sussex 
County Fairground, Augusta, New Jersey. 
We have a beautiful show hall, with wonderful 
lighting, as well as a great barn next door for 
our sale area, some great food and vendors. 
We will be having our famous Chinese Auc-
tion once again. We welcome all juniors to 
come and show with us. We will be having 
Pigeons in the open show and as well as in 
the Juniors open show.  If you have not shown 
with us for a couple of years and would like to 
receive a show catalog, contact Arlene Sliker: 
e-mail: chickens1234@hotmail.com; phone:
973-948-6451.

To see our full line, option and pricing: 
MobileChickenCoops.com 

or call for catalog 
512-756-7537 

Custom-Built Chicken Tractors 
Complete Coops, Kits, Chickens, 
Accessories and All-Natural Feed 
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Our local newspaper ran an edito-
rial last summer about the city or-

dinance on keeping chickens in the city. I 
have to say the article caught my interest. 
I love to garden and grow my own pro-
duce on a small scale, but the thought of 
actually being able to collect eggs from 
my backyard made me giddy inside.

I researched possible coop kits, but the 
more roomy models were out of my bud-
get. Sometimes we need not look further 
than right in front of us. When my oldest 
son was young he took a Little Tikes play-
house, elevated it from the ground, built 
a deck, railing and stairs. That was about 
10 years ago and the boys have since out-
grown this house. My dad is an awesome 
carpenter and with a few modifications, 
we had a wonderful coop and run. We 
added nest boxes to the house, built a 12' 
x 8' enclosure with roofing, added vinyl 
flooring to deck/house floor and added 
a reinforced fancy vinyl door. I present 
to you the chicken mansion we call the 
“Kirche’s Lil Chicken Coop.”

We faced a challenge with finding 
young chickens from a trustworthy 
source. We did not want tiny chicks, but 
rather hens that were ready for the out-
doors. The first hen, Ruby, was obtained 
from not-so-great conditions at a flea 
market. Ruby sleeps in the playhouse sink 
in the evenings. She prides me with one 
egg a day. She waits for me to bring her 

treats and as far as I am concerned can 
live out her days here with me. I like to 
think I saved her from a short demise. 

Our other three girls; Velma, a White 
Leghorn, Lady, a Black Australorp and 
Macy, a Dominque, were found by 
chance. My mom and I were lost on the 
highway looking for what turned out 
to be another bad poultry source and 
stopped at a truck stop for directions. My 
mom asked if they knew of anyone with 
chickens and the attendant said there was 
a gentleman that came in every day who 
was an organic chicken farmer. We took 
a leap of faith and left our number. He 
called that afternoon. His birds were just 
what we needed. He also gave us great 
advice: “Keep it simple.” 

The internet is a great source of infor-
mation, but can also be confusing to new 

backyard chicken farmers. If you read or 
ask 10 different people a question, you 
could get that many answers.

Sometimes the best options are closer 
than you realize. 

Mrs. Kirche Taylor, Kentucky
Kirche’s Lil Chicken Coop is a modified Little Tikes playhouse that the kids have Kirche’s Lil Chicken Coop is a modified Little Tikes playhouse that the kids have 

outgrown. Reusing materials is a great and inexpensive way to house chickens. A outgrown. Reusing materials is a great and inexpensive way to house chickens. A 
few added touches, such as a fancy used door and flowerbeds can make an attractive few added touches, such as a fancy used door and flowerbeds can make an attractive 
space no neighbor would think to complain about. space no neighbor would think to complain about. 

The following pages show many other coop ideas to inspire your coop building The following pages show many other coop ideas to inspire your coop building 
decisions. Think outside the box, er, I mean coop!—Ed.decisions. Think outside the box, er, I mean coop!—Ed.

Dad, Norman Ford, modified the Little 
Tikes playhouse and built the run, saving 
money on a purchased coop.

Nest boxes came from old dresser drawers 
and Ruby’s favorite roosting spot, the 
play-house sink are also recycled.

The first hen the Taylors bought was 
Ruby, obtained from a flea market.Velma, Lady and Macy

hOusing:
Coop Creations: Thinking Outside the Box
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Our coop was built from an old wood play structure that was 
hit by a tree about 3-1/2 years ago and was never quite the 

same. As my boys grew it seemed to squeak and twist more with 
their growing size, so I decided to turn it into a chicken coop. The 
recycle project was a great lesson for my boys.

Taylor, my sister-in-law, was here on vacation and I asked 
her if she wanted to help. 

The only items we purchased were the screws, hinges, latch, 
chicken wire and corrugated roof.

 Thalia, Hawaii

Makeover Offers Endless
Entertainment—Twice

Thalia’s sons enjoyed the play 
structure, but when it was hit 
by a tree it became unstable. 
Once it was turned into a 
coop, it again offered endless 
entertainment for the boys, 
as well as teaching a lesson in 
frugality.

Thalia built this coop with wood from an old play structure. 
Below: The nest box was also made from the recycled wood. 
Note: we don’t 
r e c o m m e n d 
placing a 
roosting bar 
in front of the 
nest boxes, 
as it may 
encourage the 
hens to lounge 
about there 
and foul the 
nests.

Nature Provides the Heat with 
this Solarium

I thought you might be interested in seeing our chicken 
“solarium” which helped keep the hens warm and active 

during our snowy Ohio winter. A neighbor had had a fairly  
large (4' x 8') skylight replaced several years ago. I retrieved 
it from the scrap heap and leaned it up against the back of the 
barn, without having any clear idea of what I would do with it. 

As poultry novices, we didn’t realize that the chickens did 
not care much for ranging in the snow. So in early December 
we set up that skylight on cement blocks, leaned a couple bales 
of straw where the wind might come through, and cut a small 
door in the fencing. They loved it and daily thanked us with a 
healthy supply of eggs.

Carol Fishwick, Ohio

The Fishwick’s free “Chicken Solarium” offers a warm sunny 
hangout for the chickens in the cold of winter. 

Retiree Finds Poultry Keeping 
the Cure for Boredom

After 20 years in Florida with chickens, six years ago, I 
decided to come back home to Kentucky. We bought a 

home out in the country, just three miles from my hometown 
of Benton, with a population of about 5,000.

We are retired and we love gardening. That’s fine for spring 
and summer, but at our age we have to spend most of our days 
in the house during the cold winters.

One day while I was waiting to get a haircut, I picked up 

Ken Holland liked the looks of a coop from a past issue of Backyard 
Poultry but didn’t want to spend the money on flagstone. Instead, 
he used foam board. He cut out stone shapes and painted them 
various colors to resemble stone. He warns that chickens love 
pecking the foam board, so he had to fence it off. 
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a copy of Backyard Poultry. It was wonderful; it told me all I 
needed to know about curing my winter boredom (get chickens). 
I subscribed to it, and in my first issue I saw the chicken coop I 
wanted to build. It was in the Dec. 2009/Jan. 2010 issue, page 
32. There was a beautiful coop of flagstone built by the Lantz 
family of Indiana.

On a cold February day we started gathering material to 
build this 8' x 8' coop. Only I could not afford flagstone. So 
I bought six sheets of 2-inch thick 4x8 sheets of foam board 
(not Styrofoam). Foam board is strong and flexible. I then hand 
carved each stone from the foam board and painted them to 
look as much like flagstone as I could. 

I fastened each piece to the plywood walls with nails and 
drove them in 1/8" deep and the foam board swelled over the 
nails and hid them. It worked out good. I needed to hurry; I 
wanted to order my chickens in March. I built a 35' x 100' 
barnyard for the chicken run and put 1/4" vinyl strips of spline 
18 inches apart all along the top of the fence, then fastened each 
one to a 25 ' meter pole in the middle of the barnyard. I used this 
idea 20 years ago and it works perfectly against hawks.

I then put a gate in the back of the run to let the chickens 
out around noon to forage when the four-legged predators are 
not so active. I also have an electric wire around the barnyard 
for the nighttime guys. I built daytime roosting poles in the run 
and they love them. Little did I know how much chickens love 
foam board; they are crazy about it and will eat it up! So I had 
to put screen three feet high around two sides of the coop. 

Ro-Ho Adds to Entertainment Factor
Now about Ro-Ho our rooster. He is a Braggs Mountain 

Buff, only five months old and still growing. He is worth his 
weight in gold. We have six breeds of chickens: Welsummers, 
Buff Orpingtons, Blue Laced Red Wyandottes, Cuckoo Marans, 
Black Jersey Giants and Braggs Mountain Buffs, 62 chickens in 
all. Our favorites are the Mountain Buffs. They are very gentle 
and lay big eggs. Ro-Ho is cock of the flock and I have never 
had a rooster like him in all of my years. 

When we let our chickens out to forage each day, most of 
them come in at a normal time to get their treat and to go in to 
roost, but there are always seven or eight that want to linger till 
almost dark. Ro-Ho will not put up with that; it looks as if he 
counts them and knows if they’re not all in. Then he stretches 
his neck and listens and takes off through the gate and up in 
the woods and slowly comes back driving two or three hens 
to the barnyard. He is very gentle with them but if they drag 
their feet too long he will whack one and they will continue 
on. When he gets them in he heads down into the bushy area 
and brings two or three more, until he is satisfied that he has 
them all in. He is the last one to go on the roost pole and then 
I go down to shut the gate.

One night as I was closing the gate, I noticed a hen coming 
up that Ro-Ho had missed, so I let her in, but she did not want 
to go in the coop. I tried to drive her in but she would not go; I 
was running back and forth, chasing a chicken that is cackling 
and raising all kinds of cain, and breathing hard at 77 years old. 
I thought to myself, “What do you think you’re doing?” 

About that time I heard a loud clunk from the coop. It was 
Ro-Ho coming off the roost pole and hitting the floor. He came 
out the little door and took one look at me and came flying and 
running down to me, and then took over my job. He ran that 

chicken around and around until she hit that hole and went in. 
He then stopped and reared back and looked at me as if to say, 
“This is the way you do it.” Then he strutted into the coop and 
I shut them in for the night. 

I have had a lot of roosters in my day but I have never had 
one like Ro-Ho. We have had to put chairs at the barnyard for 
friends and neighbors who come around at 6:00 or 7:00 pm just 
to watch him work. We are now starting another coop that will 
be bigger than this one. 

Since the salmonella thing came out our chickens can’t keep 
up with the demand for eggs. Country fresh brown eggs are in 
extreme demand here. We will be building a bigger barnyard 
to accommodate many more Mountain Buffs. 

We love Backyard Poultry and wish it came out every month 
because we learn so much from other peoples’ experiences.

Ken Holland, Kentucky

Learn more about the Braggs Mountain Buff in the April/
May 2006 issue or the Backyard Poultry Anthology, For the 
Love of Poultry. You can also find information on the hatchery 
that raises them from their ad on page 56.—Ed.

Ken built outdoor perches, 
and his flock of 62 chickens 
really enjoy them. The 
king of the coop is Ro-Ho, 
a Braggs Mountain Buff 
that keeps the flock in line, 
including chasing them all 
into the coop at dusk. His 
antics are so entertaining 
that Ken had to set up 
chairs for the neighbors to 
watch in the evenings.
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Iam a subscriber to your magazine and currently mother to am a subscriber to your magazine and currently mother to 
16 hens and a beautiful (but sometimes rude) rooster named 16 hens and a beautiful (but sometimes rude) rooster named 

Henry. Their chicken coop is my pride and joy. My husband Henry. Their chicken coop is my pride and joy. My husband 
built it using almost completely recycled wood, windows and built it using almost completely recycled wood, windows and 
molding from other building renovations. I have six laying molding from other building renovations. I have six laying 
boxes and two 8' birch branch roosts inside. boxes and two 8' birch branch roosts inside. 

The coop is insulated and my husband even added little The coop is insulated and my husband even added little 
storm windows (with hitches) for our cold Vermont winters. In storm windows (with hitches) for our cold Vermont winters. In 
the summer I have flower boxes on the window ledges and my the summer I have flower boxes on the window ledges and my 
chickens free range. This coop and my chickens have become chickens free range. This coop and my chickens have become 
such a fabulous addition to my yard and garden and I have so such a fabulous addition to my yard and garden and I have so 
much fun decorating it for each season.much fun decorating it for each season.

I love anything related to chickens, as you can see in the I love anything related to chickens, as you can see in the 
photo I have attached.photo I have attached.

Shawna Sherwin, Vermont

Clockwise: Shawna Sherwin’s husband 
built this insulated coop from recycled 
materials. The windows open for the 
summer breezes; Henry, a beautiful, 
but “sometimes rude” rooster; Shawna 
collects “all things chicken.”

We ship anywhere! 

Get your personalized quote today at  Get your personalized quote today at  
www.modestomilling.com/bpmag.htmlwww.modestomilling.com/bpmag.html
or 800-897-9740.

Happy birds start with healthy feed appy birds start with healthy feed 
and supplements. and supplements. 

Modesto Milling sells certified organic feeds, Modesto Milling sells certified organic feeds, 
minerals and supplements that promote the minerals and supplements that promote the 
well-being of your prized feathered friends.well-being of your prized feathered friends.

Our unique formulations have evolved over  Our unique formulations have evolved over  
decades to meet the dietary and energy decades to meet the dietary and energy 
needs of birds during the various stages of  needs of birds during the various stages of  
their lives. 

M
O

DESTO MILLING

M
O

DESTO MILLING

O R G A NIC FEE DO R G A NIC FEE D

Certified Organic Feed & Supplements

Insulation Keeps Flock 
Warm & Toasty During 
Cold Vermont Winters
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Vis i t  www.Trac torSupp ly. com/ChickDays  to  l earn  more ,  r e g i s t e r 
for care tips and special offers from TSC & Purina, or find a store near you.

E X P E C T  Y O U R  E G G S  I N 

5 - 7  M O N T H S

AT TSC, we take pride in 

being your one stop shop 

for all your animal care 

needs. For a limited time, 

we’ll be offering the 

animals, too. Live chicks 

and ducks are available in 

most TSC stores by March 4.

Additional varieties are 

available through our 

special order program. 

If you’re a seasoned pro 

or just getting started, 

TSC is the place to get 

the supplies and advice 

you need to be successful.

©2010 Tractor Supply Company.
All Rights Reserved.

C

HICK DAYS

TRACTOR SUPPLY C

O

E Q U I P M E N T  & 

C O N TA I N M E N T

T R A C T O R  S U P P LY  P R E S E N T S

M A R C H  4  -  M AY  4 *

W H I C H  C A M E  F I R S T ?

CHICK  DAYSCHICK  DAYSCHICK  DAYS

C H I C K S  AVA I L A B L E
M A RC H  4  -  M AY  4 *

Chicks, Ducks, & Bantams available
Breeds & selection vary by store
Special Order available on over 
40 varieties

TSC HAS EVERYTHING 
you need to care for 

A L L  YO U R  A N I M A L S

F E E D

* Participating stores only. Timing, selection and availability may vary.

F O R  L I F E  O U T  H E R E
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CCaren B BlaCk

OregOn

Spring fever arrives in February, pring fever arrives in February, 
regardless of weather, and as our regardless of weather, and as our 
feed store manager says, “It’s feed store manager says, “It’s 

time for daffodils and baby chicks.” time for daffodils and baby chicks.” 
We live on less than three acres and I We live on less than three acres and I 

like to keep between 20 and 30 chickens like to keep between 20 and 30 chickens 
in two flocks, one pastured, the other in two flocks, one pastured, the other 
in a coop with runs and garden access. in a coop with runs and garden access. 
Subtracting roosters, a couple of retir-Subtracting roosters, a couple of retir-
ees who’ve earned their keep, injuries, ees who’ve earned their keep, injuries, 
broodies and the occasional predator, broodies and the occasional predator, 
I need over a dozen dependable young I need over a dozen dependable young 
layers every year. I order three to five layers every year. I order three to five 
heritage chicks in January for new blood heritage chicks in January for new blood 
lines and can breed my own hens for lines and can breed my own hens for 
two years simply by switching roosters two years simply by switching roosters 
between the two flocks. So, I was looking between the two flocks. So, I was looking 
for volunteers.for volunteers.

“Curry,” my beautiful Buff Orping-“Curry,” my beautiful Buff Orping-
ton/Partridge Rock pullet went broody ton/Partridge Rock pullet went broody 
twice during the winter—not my favorite twice during the winter—not my favorite 
time for chicks, so I’d had to break her time for chicks, so I’d had to break her 
brood. She was either uninspired or poutbrood. She was either uninspired or pout--
ing now but definitely not broody (and ing now but definitely not broody (and 
neither was anyone else), so I decided to neither was anyone else), so I decided to 
take matters into my own hands.take matters into my own hands.

Everything around our little home-
stead needs to follow the “permaculture 
way,” i.e., serve more than one function, 
and the idea of purchasing an incubator 
just so the machine could sit idle much 
of the year was just not going to fly. 
Neither were the prices I was finding. 
Most incubators were far larger than I 
need, but even the small ones cost more 
than I could justify. I found an article on 
building a homemade incubator, but it 
seemed too complicated and once again 
I’d be left with a one-use machine and 
shelf ornament. 

Then it hit me—the food dehydrator! 
We’d bought an Excalibur Food Dehy-
drator second-hand for our fruit and veg-
gie harvest. We wouldn’t be using it until 
mid-summer. If I could get it to work as 
an incubator, it could serve double-duty. 
(www.excaliburdehydrator.com)

My husband, Christopher, “the engi-
neer” was dubious at first. “It won’t work,” 
was his encouraging advice. But, the more 
I read about incubators the less I could see 
why it wouldn’t work, so I began prepar-
ing a place to set the thing up. Soon he saw 
it as a good idea—if I taped over the air 
vents to avoid drying out the eggs:

Step 1: After cleaning the dryer thor-
oughly inside and out, I stored all but two 
clean shelves. Christopher taped off the 
air vents on the back side and turned on 
the dryer to test the temperature. When 
he found the setting which consistently 
kept the interior between 99° and 101°, 
he marked the dial with tape. 
Step 2: I used a 12" diameter pie pan on 
the floor of the dryer for water to man-
age humidity. 

Note the space left of the fan, which 
I had to block. Shelves reach back to the 
fan and this space created a safety hazard 
for newborn chicks, so I improvised with 
a stamp holder and a pencil tray, both 
durable plastic that won’t get hot.
Step 3: I added the first shelf and anoth-
er, smaller pie pan of water. I added two 
3" x 5" sponges soaked in water. Water 

for evaporation and covering the vents 
counteracts the dehydration effect. 

You can add the sponges from the 
beginning, or just during the last three 
days, when you do not turn the eggs and 
when they need more moisture. You can 
also place something vertically in front 
of the fan to deflect the air from blowing 
directly on the eggs. I’ve used the dryer 
twice now and one time I stood a small 
plastic bin on edge in front of the fan. The 
other time there was nothing in front of 
the fan. Both ways worked.

Step 4: I chose 18-egg pasteboard car-
tons, cut off the top and cut about 1/4" 
off the side edges so that the eggs could 
recline at an angle (more like their posi-
tion in the nest) or stand (pointed end 
down, of course) for my ease of turning 
and for the chicks’ ease in climbing out. 

A low dish lined with a cloth or hand 
towel to protect the eggs and keep them 
from rolling around would also work and 
would allow the eggs to lie down as in a 
nest. I chose the cartons for stability and 
to get more eggs on a single shelf. 

The egg shelf is just above the water 
pan shelf, leaving room above for the 
newborns to stand. After turning each egg 
(three times daily), I also turned the car-
tons 180 degreesback-to-front so no eggs 
would be constantly in front of the fan. The 
duck eggs (center) had their own carton, 
but didn’t hatch because they require more 
water. (I’m trying a new method and will 
report back if it works.)

Caren Black’s trusty old food dehydrator 
is about to be pressed into off-season use 
as an incubator.

Turning a Food 
Dehydrator into 
an Incubator

Caren blocked the space left of the fan to 
prevent possible injury to the new chicks.

Double-
Duty

Works!

ChiCk Care:
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Day# Day Date AM AFTN EVE PM NOTES
Time Temp H20 Time Temp H20 Time Temp H20 Time Temp H20

1
2
3
4
5
6
7 CANDLE
8
9

10
11
12
13
14 CANDLE
15
16
17
18 DO NOT TURN
19
20
21 HATCH

INCUBATION  Dates______ to ______

Note the large-faced thermometer 
next to the eggs. Once the incubator 
reaches proper temperature, it should 
read 100o F plus or minus 1o. Turn the 
eggs at least three times daily, check the 
temperature and add water. An odd num-
ber of turnings (3 or 5) is recommended 
so the eggs don’t end up in the same 
position every night. To keep a record, I 
created a spreadsheet. 
Results:The hatch required 105 kWh 
(tracked with a “Kill-A-Watt” plug-in 
meter). At 9¢ per kWh, the cost was just 
under $10, about 75-90¢ per chick, de-
pending on the number set.

My first attempt hatched 11 of 16 
eggs. My second 17 of 18 eggs hatched, 
and 13 were judged healthy and strong 
by my now broody hen! 

Yes, while I was preparing the food 
dryer/incubator for the second hatch, 
Curry decided to sit on half a dozen 
eggs. She hatched four chicks just as my 
incubator chicks began to appear. 

I decided to distract her and stuff the 
new chicks underneath her with her own 
brood. About the second day, she made 
the connection between my visits and her 
growing workload. From then on, she 

Right: “Don’t look now, children, but 
she put another new one in with us.” The 
hatched chicks were added to the flock 
of natural born chicks, and Mama Hen 
accepted them well.

Caren’s incubation project was quite successful, 
with 11 of 16 chicks born on her first hatch, and 17 
of 18 the second. 

Caren developed this spreadsheet to track egg turning and other important 
details of a hatch.

would scold me when I came to see her 
as though to say, “Get away from me! I 
know what you’re up to!” 

She’s doing a beautiful job with the 
entire crew, her’s and the incubator’s. 
Incubators can hatch them, but no one 
can raise them like a mama hen!

Everything is in place for the incubation 
process to begin, and it is easy to monitor 
the thermometer.

America’s Oldest Bird Supply Company!

What a great product! Foy's has been the exclusive 
North America distributor for over 5 years, and have 
sold hundreds and hundreds of the Doorkeepers. The 
unit is German made and is of the highest quality. The 
Doorkeeper has been used all over Europe for years 
and has proved itself to be dependable and will 
withstand the worst of weather. We offer a complete 
warranty of one year, when a door is purchased with 
the doorkeeper. Number #2100 Doorkeeper is a 
complete unit meant to be installed on the outside wall 
of your coop, and will open and close based on 
daylight.Cloudy days have no effect and will operate as 
it is supposed to. Number 2101 is the same as #2100 
but includes a light sensor on a cord which allows you 
to install the unit on the inside of the coop and you need 
to drill a small hole in the wall to run the light sensor to 
the outside. Number 2102 is a Timer which you would

(All Prices Are Subject To Change)

All orders received by 2:00 P.M., shipped same day (on 

instock items only) or a 15% discount on your next order.  

Offer expires 30 days after shipping date.

CALL FOR YOUR FREE 2011 - 2012 CATALOG

www.FOYSPETSUPPLIES.com

3185 Bennett’s Run Road
Beaver Falls, Pa 15010

CALL 1-877-355-7727

or order online at: 
www.foyspetsupplies.com

foyspigeon@zoominternet.net   -    All questions or
to request our catalog of poultry,rabbit,

cage bird and pigeon products.
 

Automatic Doorkeeper

#2100  Doorkeeper      $189.95
#2101  Doorkeeper with light sensor $199.95
#2102  Doorkeeper Timer     $89.95

#2103    9” x 13” Door          $28.95
#2104  12” x 15” Door          $32.95
#2105  13” x 20” Door          $44.95

#2100  Doorkeeper   $189.95
#2101  Doorkeeper with light sensor  $199.95
#2102  Doorkeeper Timer  $89.95
#2103  9” x 13” Door   $28.95
#2104  12” x 15” Door   $32.95
#2105  13” x 20” Door   $44.95

only need should you desire to open and close the door at a time you chose. I use the timer because 
I do not want the rooster crowing under my bedroom window at daybreak. Doors are sold separately 
and are available in three sizes. 

What a great product! Foy's has been the exclusive North 
America distributor for over 5 years, and have sold 
hundreds and hundreds of the Doorkeepers. The unit is 
German made and is of the highest quality. The doorkeeper 
has been used all over Europe for years and has proved 
itself to be dependable and will withstand the worst of 
weather. We offer a complete warranty of one year, when a 
door is purchased with the doorkeeper. Number #2100 
Doorkeeper is a complete unit meant to be installed on the 
outside wall of your coop, and will open and close based on 
daylight.Cloudy days have no effect and will operate as it is 
supposed to. Number 2101 is the same as #2100 but 
includes a light sensor on a cord which allows you to install 
the unit on the inside of the coop and you need to drill a 
small hole in the wall to run the light sensor to the outside. 
Number 2102 is a Timer which you would only need should 
you desire to open and close the door at a time you chose. 
I use the timer because I do not want the rooster crowing 
under my bedroom window a daybreak. Doors are sold 
separately and are available in three sizes. 
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Gail Damerow

Options for brooding chicks 
range from a simple do-it-your-
self cardboard box to an elabo-

rate, and expensive, multi-level battery. 
Which option is best for you will de-
pend on how often you intend to brood 
chicks and how many you plan to brood 
at a time. Regardless of their structure, 
all brooders provide hatchlings with the 
same basic comforts:

* a source of heat to keep them warm
* containers to hold feed and water
* light so they can see to eat and drink
* ventilation to furnish oxygen and 

remove moisture
* protection from drafty conditions
* protection from predators, wild or 

domestic
* sufficient space to live and grow

Homemade Brooders
A large, sturdy cardboard box makes 

the cheapest and simplest brooder and 
has the distinct advantage that it may 
be disposed of and replaced, instead of 
having to be cleaned and stored. If you 
don’t have ready access to a nice big box, 
you can always buy one from a moving 

company. A hardware cloth cover on top 
of the box keeps out predators (includ-
ing the household cat), provides plenty 
of ventilation, and gives you a place 
on which to set a heater. Our compost 
sifter—consisting of hardware cloth at-
tached to a 2x4 wooden frame—works 
well as a brooder box cover and is too 
heavy for the average predator to lift. 
We’ve also used old window screens, 
anchored to the box with pieces of wire. 
If you’re brooding ducklings or goslings, 
a cardboard box can get pretty wet pretty 
fast, so you might want to opt for some-
thing more waterproof.

A stock watering tank makes a good 
brooder, and is easy to hose out between 
uses. For predator protection, fix a piece 
of hardware cloth over the top, or lay 
down a couple of old window screens 
anchored down with lengths of 2x4. If 
the tank seems too drafty, lay an empty 
feed sack or two across part of the top to 
reduce the draft.

An extra-large plastic storage tote is 
another easy-to-clean option for a small 
number of chicks, and the snap-on lid 
secures them from predators. A tote with 
about a 95-quart capacity can hold two 
dozen chicks for up to a week, or 16 to 

18 chicks for up to two weeks. To provide 
heat and ventilation you’ll need to cut a 
couple of holes into the lid, which is not 
an easy job but may be neatly done with 
a utility knife and plenty of elbow grease. 
Hardware cloth fastened to the cut-away 
areas will keep out cats and other preda-
tors. A plastic tote can easily get too hot, 
so keep an eye on the chicks’ comfort 
level and adjust the heat accordingly. An 
11-inch Sweeter Heater is ideal for this 
setup because it doesn’t create hot spots. 
Another issue with a tote is that moisture 
readily collects in the bottom because it 
has no place else to go. To keep the bed-
ding from getting moldy, clean it out and 
replace it at least once a week.

A homemade wooden brooder has the 
advantage that you can make it any size 
you desire, and it may be either portable or 
stationary. Over the years my husband and 
I have made several different styles. One 
was a box on legs, beneath which we put 
newspapers to collect the droppings that 
fell through the hardware cloth floor. An-
other was a similar box but with a plywood 
floor, and a pophole that could be opened to 
let the growing chicks out into an attached 
run. Our latest design was described in de-
tail in “Build a Brooder for Chicks, Keets, 
and Poults” in the December 2010/January 
2011 issue of Backyard Poultry.

Heat Sources
A ready-built brooder comes with 

its own heat source. For a homemade 
brooder you have three basic options for 
providing heat.

An incandescent light bulb screwed 
into a reflector from the hardware store is 
the least expensive option. The amount of 
heat it provides may be adjusted in one of 
two ways: by raising or lowering the fixture 
or by decreasing or increasing the bulb’s 
wattage. Have several bulbs on hand, rang-
ing from 100-watts down to 40.

An infrared heat lamp provides more 
heat than a light bulb, making it suitable 
for a brooder that’s larger than a light 
bulb can handle. Infrared lamps with 
either red or clear bulbs are available 
at farm stores, electrical-supply outlets, 
and some hardware stores. A red lamp is 
more expensive than a white lamp but 
won’t burn out as quickly, and the red 
glow discourages picking.

Since an infrared lamp gets quite hot, 
never use one with a cheap fixture that 
has a plastic socket. Instead use a standard 
brooder lamp holder with a porcelain 

Choosing a Brooder

A large, sturdy cardboard box makes a simple and inexpensive brooder. These chicks 
will quickly outgrow the box and some of them will soon need to be moved into a second 
box. Photos by Gail Damerow
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Chicken Coop Heating Solutions
Pet Chicken Products
Solar Water Bowls
Get Ready for Winter now!
www.shopthecoop.com

 Coop 

Heaters
socket and a pair of stout wires bent across 
the front so the lamp can’t come into di-
rect contact with bedding—for instance, 
if the lamp falls—or other flammables 
and create a fire hazard. The amount of 
heat provided by an infrared lamp may be 
adjusted by raising or lowering the fixture. 
When your chicks get big enough to need 
less heat than the lamp provides, switch to 
an incandescent bulb.

An Infratherm heating panel (Sweeter 
Heater) is the safest heat source, as it 
can’t inadvertently start a fire. Although 
it costs more than an infrared heat lamp, 
it uses much less electricity and will 
therefore save you money if you brood 
chicks regularly. By directing radiant 
heat only beneath itself, the panel allows 
chicks to easily move out from under-
neath if they feel too warm. Panels come 
in various lengths and, unlike light bulb 
and heat lamp fixtures, they are entirely 
sealed, making them easy to clean and 
sanitize. Because they are water resistant, 
and won’t shatter when splashed with 
cold water—as a hot light bulb or lamp 
might—these panels are more suitable 

for brooding ducklings or goslings. (Find 
more information on the Sweeter Heater 
on page 59—Ed.)

A heater panel does not emit light, 
so you’ll need to provide some light 
so the chicks can see to eat and drink. 
If your overhead room lights brighten 
the brooder, that’s all you need. Natural 
light from nearby windows also works. 
Otherwise, a low-watt light or night light 
should be sufficient. Leave it on 24/7 
for the first two or three days, until your 
chicks are eating well. After that you can 
go to normal daylight hours.

Ready-Made Brooders
A box brooder constructed of metal, or 

metal and plastic, has a built-in heat source 
and a low-level light. A wire-mesh floor 
has a removable tray beneath it to catch 
waste. Built-in feed and water troughs 
are usually attached to the outside along 
three sides to furnish plenty of feeding and 
drinking space while keeping the chicks 
from fouling the feed or water.

A barred gate, adjustable as the 
chicks grow, protects each trough from 

These Silkie chicks, in a tote with the cover removed to get a better view, clearly show 
that an infrared lamp puts out too much heat for this setup; an incandescent bulb or a 
small Sweeter Heater would be more suitable.

An extra-large plastic tote is inexpensive and easy to clean, but doesn’t hold many 
chicks. Note the two holes cut into the lid—the smaller one on the left is for ventilation 
and the larger one is for a heater.
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droppings and prevents chicks from pop-
ping through and drowning or falling to 
the floor. For bantams the bars start out 
closer together than for larger chicks. For 
all chicks you have to watch the adjust-
ment of the gates to make sure the birds 
haven’t grown so big they can no longer 
reach through to eat or drink.

A battery brooder consists of a series 
of box brooders stacked one on top of 
the other. Removable droppings trays 
prevent waste from one tier from falling 
onto chicks in the tier below. A battery 
lets you brood lots of chicks in a small 
space, and the tiers offer a convenient 
way to separate birds of different breeds, 
species, and ages.

Some batteries have a rack that holds 
a specific number of tiers; others come 
as individual units that may be stacked 
as high as you can reach. Each level 
has its own heater, which lets you save 
electricity by turning off the heat of an 
unoccupied tier.

The number of chicks you can brood 
in a battery depends on the dimensions 
and the number of tiers; a typical box 
brooder holds about four dozen chicks, 
and a typical battery has three to five tiers. 
Birds must be moved from a battery before 
they grow so tall their heads rub against 
the top or so big they can’t get their heads 
through the gates at the widest adjustment. 
To set up a battery, you’ll need a draft-free 
but well-ventilated outbuilding where the 
temperature is warm and fairly steady.

Solid Floor versus Wire
A brooder may have a solid floor 

covered with soft, absorbent bedding, 
or a hardware cloth floor through which 
the chicks’ droppings fall for collection 
below. Both options have advantages and 
disadvantages.

paper and adding bedding later) encour-
ages the chicks to peck at feed instead of 
filling up on litter dust.

Lay down a few layers of paper and 
top them with paper toweling, adding a 
fresh layer of toweling at least daily or 
as often as necessary to keep conditions 
clean. The paper toweling is just rough 
enough to give newly hatched chicks good 
footing until their legs become strong 
enough to let them walk without slipping 
and sliding, and the paper underneath sup-
ports the toweling and lets you easily roll 
up and dispose of the mess when paper 
is no longer needed. In a few days, when 
your chicks are all eating and walking 
well, the paper may be removed.

Gail Damerow has been the leading 
expert on poultry since her first book on 
raising chickens was published in 1976. 
She is the author of the recently updated 
and revised classic Storey’s Guide to 
Raising Chickens, 3rd edition, along 
with these other books available from 
our bookstore on page 47: The Chicken 
Health Handbook, Your Chickens, 
Barnyard in Your Backyard, Fences for 
Pasture & Garden, and the newly released 
Backyard Homestead Guide to Raising 
Farm Animals.

Temperature Control
Ready-made brooders have an adjustable thermostat to regulate heat. Homemade 

setups usually have no thermostat. Instead the temperature is regulated by rais-
ing or lowering the source of heat or, if incandescent light bulbs are used, by chang-
ing the wattage.

Start the brooding temperature at approximately 95°F and reduce it approximately 
5°F each week to 70°F, by which time the chicks should be feathered out enough to be 
comfortable at ambient temperature (unless, of course, you’re brooding in an unheated 
outbuilding in the dead of winter). Within the chicks’ comfort zone, the more quickly 
you reduce the heat level, the more quickly your chicks will feather out.

Brooding temperature is measured with a thermometer placed 2 inches above the 
brooder floor, but you shouldn’t need a thermometer. Just watch the chicks, and adjust 
the temperature according to their body language.

Chicks that aren’t warm enough—due either to insufficient heat or to draftiness—
crowd near the heat source, peep shrilly, and may have sticky bottoms. In an effort to 
get warm while they sleep, the chicks will pile up and smother each other. Piling is most 
likely to occur at night when the ambient temperature drops, so in cold weather check 
your chicks before you go to bed, and if necessary increase the heat overnight.

Chicks that are too warm move away from the heat, spend less time eating, and 
as a result grow more slowly. They pant and try to get away from the heat source 
by crowding to the brooder’s outer edges, perhaps smothering one another in the 
corners. If the brooder is hot enough to raise their body temperature above 117°F 
(47°C), chicks die.

Happy chicks that are comfortably warm and cozy wander freely throughout the 
brooding area, emit musical sounds of contentment, and sleep sprawled side by side 
to create the appearance of a plush down carpet.

• Chicks • Turkeys • Ducklings 
• Goslings • Guineas 

• Gamebirds • Bantams  
• Equipment • Books
Call 717-365-3694

www.hoffmanhatchery.com
PO Box 129BP
Gratz, PA 17030

FREE 
CATALOG!!

Hardware cloth makes a brooder 
easy to clean, since droppings and 
other debris fall through the floor and 
are caught on a droppings tray or a 
few layers of paper. On the other hand, 
chicks raised on wire are more apt to 
pick at each other than chicks raised on 
litter. Pecking is normal behavior, but 
chicks on wire have nothing to peck at 
but each other.

A solid floor provides a surface to 
hold a deep layer of bedding, which helps 
keep chicks dry, insulates the brooder 
floor for additional warmth, and absorbs 
droppings. It also gives chicks the op-
portunity to develop natural immunity 
through gradual exposure to common 
microbes in the environment, particularly 
coccidiosis. Unless they will spend the 
rest of their lives in wire cages, birds 
brooded on wire are likely to suffer an 
outbreak of coccidiosis when moved to 
regular housing.

Whether you brood on wire or bed-
ding, cover the floor with paper for the first 
several days. Paper over hardware cloth 
prevents hatchlings from getting their little 
hocks jammed through the wire, and also 
eliminates the possibility of a draft coming 
up through the floor. Covering bedding 
with paper (or covering the solid floor with 
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Tim Erickson

nuTrEna

There is a growing number of 
poultry raisers choosing to raise 
their chicks naturally, free of an-

tibiotics and medication. Whether for 
flock health or for natural eggs, greater 
nutritional and environmental care will 
help minimize the risk of common poul-
try disease and stress. Proper care is es-
pecially important when starting chicks. 

Nutritional Considerations
For those who’ve made the decision 

to start chicks on a feeding program free 
of antibiotics and medication, proper 
nutrition is essential. It starts with clean, 
readily-available water. 

Poor water management can lead to 
increased risk of bacterial infection. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
requires routine tests of public drinking 
water. If your water is a non-public source, 
however, test it regularly for pathogenic 
bacterial contamination. Test kits are avail-
able for about $10 from most hardware and 
home improvement stores. There are other 

water quality test kits to check the levels water quality test kits to check the levels 
of chlorine, iron, nitrates, water hardness, 
acidity and more. Refer to the table for ac-
ceptable ranges and/or maximums. 

Ensuring a proper, balanced diet is es-
sential. Using a commercial chick starter 
mash or crumble is usually the easiest and 
most cost-effective solution to provide 
chicks a complete, balanced diet. When 
using a complete feed, it is important not 
to supplement with grains. If given free-
choice on grain supplement, chicks that are 
just learning to eat may end up having an 
unbalanced diet and consequent digestion 
or other nutritional or developmental prob-
lems. Many poultry raisers feed crumbles 
to hens through 16-20 weeks of age before 
switching to a pellet or layer feed.

New to market is Nutrena®-brand 
NatureWise® Chick Starter in a crumble NatureWise® Chick Starter in a crumble NatureWise® Chick Starter
form that has a natural formulation free of 
medication. It also has the added benefit of 
prebiotics and probiotics to enhance diges-
tive health to fight disease and bacteria. 

Social Environment
Once you have an optimum feed 

plan, it’s important that chicks have an 
environment that helps them thrive. Keep 
newborn chicks segregated from birds of 
other ages, and don’t crowd them. Over-
crowding often leads to high mortality. 
A good rule of thumb is one square foot 
of space per chick, and about 1.25 inches 
of feeder space. During brooding, use 
a low-profile feeding pan or place the 
starter feed on paper or cardboard. 

Other brooding care is critical for new-
born chicks, too. Until they feather, chicks 
are extremely sensitive to drafts and tem-
perature. The brooding space needs to be 
well ventilated, but free of any drafts. Keep 
the temperature within the recommended 
ranges until chicks are 14 days of age.

 

 

 

 

Substance Acceptable Maximum 
Acidity (pH) 6.8-8.0 

Water Hardness 110 ppm 
Nitrate 25 mg/L 
Nitrite 4 mg/L 
Iron 0.3 mg/L 

Copper 0.6 mg/L 
Sodium 50 mg/L 
Sulfates 250 mg/L 
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1-3 91/33 
3-7 86/30 
7-14 80/27 
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Photo courtesy of Rosemary Stockwell, Louisiana

It is important to adjust temperatures 
slowly and monitor any warning signs 
that chicks are at an unsuitable tem-
perature. Chicks that are cold may shiver, 
crowd near a heat source or increase their 
feed intake. Signs that chicks are under 
stress from being too warm include wet 
droppings, panting, decreased growth 
rate and lower feed intake. 

For those who use gas brooders, 
ensure it is well calibrated. It’s a good 
idea to place a portable carbon monoxide 
(CO) detector into the brooder. If check-
ing for CO in a hen house, remember to 
check CO at floor level where it is most 
prevalent and also check air quality at 
several areas of the quarters. 

High ammonia levels from droppings 
can cause problems that include irrita-
tion to a chick’s respiratory tract, feet 
and eyes, so it is important that litter be 
kept clean and dry. Stirring or turning the 
litter helps keep it fresh. Dust should be 
controlled, too. Managing humidity will 
help control litter dust—aim for a 50 to 
75% humidity range. 

Any birds that show signs of sickness 
or disease need to be quarantined. For those 
who have chosen a medication-free path 
to raise chicks, it’s also recommended that 
birds that escape the brooding area be kept 
away from the rest of the flock to prevent 
spreading of disease-causing agents. 

 A complete feed and maintaining 
a clean, healthy environment will only 
benefit your birds. Remember to monitor 
the conditions for your flock and consult 
a veterinarian with specific questions. 

Have a question about your flock? 
You are welcome to consult a Nutrena® 
poultry expert through the Contact Us link 
found at www.nutrenapoultryfeed.com. 

More information on Nutrena can be 
found in their ad on page 7.—Ed.

Starting Chicks 

without Medication



Coop Options:  Litter clean out door and litter tray options allow for easy coop clean-out.  
Automatic poultry door opener - can set for dawn to dusk operation or connect to a timer.   
Electrical Package - Heated Roost - and Wheel Options Available. 

Q46 Quaker Coop
Holds 12-15 chickens 

www.myamishgoods.com 1-800-365-46191-800-365-4619
For more information

DIY Garden Shed Kits

Pergolas

Tower Shed Chicken House 
Holds 50 - 60 chickens

L44 Deluxe Chicken Coop 
Holds up to 10 Chickens 

Q58 - 5x8 Chicken Coop - Holds 20-25 Chickens 

Chicken & Goat Shed

Birdhouses

For more information

Beehives
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keep it as simple as possible and have 
developed a technique that works well 
for me. The great thing about breeding is 
that you get to choose what will work for 
you. Actually, single mating is probably 
the easiest method of all to follow, but 
most folks want to produce more chicks 
than single mating can give them. The 
system of breeding I utilize is really a 
combination of the Rolling Mating and 
Clan Mating System. I call it Family 
Mating. Here’s how it works.

Family Mating
1. Divide your breeding age hens into 
two groups or families. The makeup 
of each family should be made based 
on phenotype. Thus, all the hens in one 
family are similar in appearance while 
the hens in the other group are similar. 
I utilize colored leg bands to designate 
the two families. For example, one fam-
ily will wear a red leg band while the 
other wears a blue leg band.
2. Begin this system with a cock that 
is unrelated to my hens. This is also 
where I can seek to add improvement to 
my flock based upon my stated goals.
3. Each year you will only breed one 
family. The families will be designated 
along Matriarchal lines. By way of illus-
tration, this year I choose to breed the 
Red Family. All the chicks hatched will 
carry a red leg band: both cockerels and 
pullets. When breeding the first year, I 
will utilize the unrelated cock.
4. Only breed from hens that are as 
close to the Standard as possible. Here 
you must consider the overall bird. I weigh 
every hen to make certain I am maintain-
ing the correct weight for my birds. Let’s 
say I started with six hens in the Red Fam-
ily and I have narrowed it down to the top 
three. Do not be tempted to use those oth-
ers. They must be discarded: give them to 
a friend, retire them to the hen house for 
life, eat them or whatever, but do not use 
them in the breeding pens.
5. Next year go through the same pro-
cess and breed only the hens of the 
other family. I can utilize the original 
cock if unrelated and any cockerel from 
the other family group. After this sec-
ond year, it will always be red leg band 
cocks to blue leg band hens or blue leg 

Breeding:

dr. Charles r.h. everett

sPPaPPaPP seCretary/treasurer

Breeds of poultry cannot be main-
tained. Your fowl are either im-
proving or degenerating with each 

passing generation. Selective breeding is 
the only means whereby a flock can be 
improved: this type of breeding demands 
culling of all birds that do not measure-
up to the standard of the breed. Every 
breeder has a standard; if not, then they 
are multipliers and not breeders. The 
written Standards of the American Poul-
try Association and the American Ban-
tam Association are great places to begin 
your journey in poultry breeding. These 
Standards do much more than articu-
late plumage colors. Here you will dis-
cover the best body type for production 
of meat and eggs; as well as the correct 
type needed for gameness. It is also best 
to take the opportunity to visit a breeder 
of the same poultry you intend to keep 
if possible. Visiting a local poultry show 
will also give you a better understanding 
of the birds’ overall appearance.

After doing your research, meeting 
some breeders and hopefully viewing 
other birds, you are ready to begin. 
Knowing your flock as you do, what 
do you desire to see improved: weight, 
height, production, color? Don’t bite 
off more than you can chew. You need 
to work on improving only one or two 
things at a time, remembering that type 
always comes first. This is assuming that 
your flock shows good health and vigor. 
If not, then you need to get that right first 
before moving on. Selective breeding is 
a process that is a never ending journey. 
We are dealing with living organisms. As 
such, we need to understand one of the such, we need to understand one of the 

basic rules of animal husbandry: 
Any group will always move toward 

mediocrity. This is the main reason 
for our need of selection based upon a 
standard.

Having determined what we hope to 
accomplish with this year’s breeding we 
proceed, with Standard in hand, to make Standard in hand, to make Standard
our selection of breeders. It always helps 
if a mentor is able to accompany you in 
your first or second year of selection. 
However, this is not always possible 
due to distance or otherwise. Doing it 
on your own is not an impossible task 
though if you have done your homework 
and have had the opportunity to see first 
hand what your breed should look like. 
Looking at your flock, you need to ask 
yourself a really important question: Can 
I get to where I want to go from here? 
For example, if you want to begin to 
enter competition with your birds, then 
there is the good chance that you might 
need to add a show quality bird to your 
flock. Or, if you are wanting to achieve 
a higher rate of egg production then you 
might need to add a bird from such a flock 
to your own. This is probably something 
you have already considered during your 
research and interaction with other breed-
ers. Depending on what trait your flock 
is lacking will determine if you purchase 
a cock or hen. The old adage, which is 
generally true, is the hen sets the type and 
the cock the color. We know a lot more 
about genetics nowadays than when that 
phrase was in vogue, but it is still good 
basic advice especially as it has to do 
with type.

There are a variety of breeding tech-
niques that have been discussed within 
the pages of the pages of Backyard Poultry. I like to 

Colored leg bands are inexpensive and 
come in a variety of colors and sizes. I utilize 
them to identify Matriarchal Families.

These three Cubalaya hens all wear the 
blue leg band signifying their family. The 
cock is from the red leg band family.

Selective Breeding Applied
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band cocks to red leg band hens. This al-
lows me to practice inbreeding, but not 
in such a detrimental way as to harm my 
flock or frustrate my goals.

This system of selective breeding is 
easy to maintain and requires a minimal 
amount of record keeping. It is most effec-
tive if a good group of chicks is hatched 
each year and then culled severely hard. 
You should hatch as many chicks as you 
can adequately feed and house. Remember 
culling begins in the brooders. You will 
learn not to tolerate a listless chick or one 
with crooked toes or beak. At any sign of 
weakness culling should take place imme-
diately. I try to keep six to ten hens within 
each family and three stags. 

The selection process continues from 
the brooder all the way to maturity. Once 
the chicks have reached this stage, I will 
take all the pullets and compare them 
to their mothers. Hopefully, I will see a 
marked improvement, but perhaps not 
in all of them. I will keep only the best. 
If one or two of the hens are better than 
most of the pullets these will be retained most of the pullets these will be retained 

as well. Otherwise, I will replace the 
existing hens with the new daughters that 
demonstrate the improvement set forth 
in my original goals for the year. These 
pullets and hens will then produce eggs 
for the family until called upon the year 
after next for the breeding pens.

By waiting a minimum of two years 
before any hen is bred I am helping to 
ensure longevity in my flock. In other 
words, a hen must be able to demon-
strate good health for two years before 
being utilized in the breed pens. I do not 
breed pullets except when starting this 
system. Some hens might even be four 
or six years old and yet still retained as 
breeders in this system. I do prefer to use 
cockerels with these older hens. You need 
a good active male; cockerels provide this 
for you. In breeding chickens you must 
have youth on one side of the breeding 
equation be it the hen or the cock. 

You will most likely notice consid-
erable improvement of your flock your 
first and second years utilizing selective 
breeding with the Family Mating Sys-
tem. Don’t become arrogant or puffed-
up with too much pride. What you are 
experiencing is the result of selective 
pressure which may or may not have 
been applied to the recent ancestors of 
your birds depending on the source for 
your original birds. This is especially the 
case if your original chicks came from 
a hatchery. You are still in the learning 
stages of the art of breeding. Becoming 
a knowledgeable breeder does not come 
from a couple of good years in the breed from a couple of good years in the breed 

Outdoor brooders are easily constructed 
and ideal for weather in the South. Here, 
Dillon Everett checks on 4-week-old chicks.

These breed pens are for single matings. They were constructed over 30 years ago utilizing These breed pens are for single matings. They were constructed over 30 years ago utilizing 
wagon wheel bands. They were inexpensive to construct and have held up very well.wagon wheel bands. They were inexpensive to construct and have held up very well.
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pens; it comes from being able to learn 
from each new experience with the birds. 
You will truly learn how much skill is 
involved in breeding when you look at 
the chicks hatched in the third and sub-
sequent generations after all vestiges of 
heterosis are passed.

There will even be years when you are 
uncertain if any progress was made at all. 
If operating with a closed flock, you will 
begin to see unwanted characteristics ris-
ing to the surface. This is because you are 
stirring the genetic pot and recessive genes 
that might have lain latent for years will 
now have the chance to manifest them-
selves. This is just what you want! There 
is no way to eliminate such traits unless 
inbreeding is practiced. The Family Mat-
ing System allows for inbreeding to take 
place in a controlled environment.

After four or five years of breeding you 
will be in a better position to determine if 
you need other genes added to your pool; 
assuming you choose to add a bird that 
shows traits your flock is missing, do so 

Cocks are housed individually in hoop pens. These pens are lightweight with no bottoms. 
They are moved weekly so that the cocks are kept on new ground. During gardening 
season they are placed in between the rows and moved every few days to keep down any 
grass and weeds.

easily identifiable from the others you 
hatched. Do they feather as quickly? Do 
they grow as well? Do they manifest the 
trait you were looking to include in your 
flock? Do they show some weakness you 
were not aware of before the mating? After 
getting answers to these questions in a sat-
isfactory way, save a couple of the pullets 
and mate them to a cock of the other family 
the next year. Again, marking the chicks 
in such a way as to interpret the good and 
bad they will bring to your flock. If you 
now decide to keep them, take the best 
pullets from this second generation and 
add them to the family you hatched that 
year. This may seem likely an overly cau-
tious approach to you at this point in your 
breeding, but trust me, this is a tried and 
true method practiced for generations by 
practical breeders of all types of poultry.

I wish you well on your breeding 
adventure. There is always more to 
learn—much more. Along the way, you 
will encounter folks who really prove to 
be helpful. You will also find many that are 
very willing to give advice about things 
they really know nothing about. Learning 
to tell the difference between the two is 
part and parcel of the world of chickens.

The Society for the Preservation of 
Poultry Antiquities (SPPA) is happy to of-
fer breeding guidance to members. You can 
join today by mailing $15 to Dr. Charles 
Everett, 1057 Nick Watts Rd., Lugoff, SC 
29078. With your membership dues you 
will receive the new 2011-12 Breeders 
Directory and Quarterly Bulletins.

See page 45 for details.

with caution. You will also be adding lots of 
other unseen traits that may show up rather 
quickly when added to your flock. 

The best way to add a new bird into the 
breeding flock is through a “side-mating.” 
In other words, the bird is not thrown 
directly into the overall breeding system. 
For example, let’s say you obtain a new 
hen. Breed her to one of your cocks and 
toe punch all the chicks so as to make them 

FAST�FENCE
Info�and�buy�now�at

www.electricnets.com
800-356-5458
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don sChrider, virginia

© 2011

I recently hatched out two Black Aus-
tralorps; one stag and one pullet. They 

were sired by a pure Black Australorp 
over two Black Australorp hens. (He is 
no relation to the hens, but will be the fa-
ther of the pullet; whereas the stag will be 
a son and possibly a brother to the pul-
let). My query is which rooster do I put 
over the old hens and the young hen to 
get pure Black Australorps without sac-
rificing size or character? My chickens 
are very docile and tolerate this Missis-
sipi Valley heat very well. Any help will 
be appreciated.—Dan Albarado

Anyone can start breeding simply 
by collecting and incubating 
eggs from their flock or letting 

a broody hen do the work. But the real 
challenge we face is where to go after 
that first season so as to avoid inbreed-
ing bottlenecks—that is, the genetic 
degradation and loss of productivity that 
follows from breeding close relatives. 
The e-mail from Dan Albarado clearly 
indicates the challenge we face—the 
first season leaves us with pullets related 

to their father, and cockerels related to 
at least one hen and to the pullets as ei-
ther full brothers or half-brothers. Dan’s 
e-mail also indicates that he has found 
his flock to be excellent for his regional 
challenges and he wishes to maintain 
the genetic package that is giving him 
those excellent results.

I find this topic very exciting as the 
more people produce their own replace-
ment chickens, the more sustainable 
backyard poultry keeping becomes. It 
also validates the efforts of many breed-
ers keeping alive and viable Standard 
breeds over the past 70 years; what could 
have been lost has been retained and these 
breeds are ready to do what they were 
designed to do—fulfill their productive 
role in small backyard flocks across the 
country.

As you have no doubt guessed, we 
need to adopt methods that leave us room 
to breed over many years instead of sim-
ply hatching without consideration for the 
future. What I am suggesting is for us to 
adopt a philosophy that guides our breed-
ing decisions, and which let’s us make 
decisions on how to proceed without, if 
I can use a metaphor for painting floors, 
“painting ourselves into a corner.”

Understanding “Breeding”
Breeding’s first role is to produce the 

next generation, but doing so without any 
planning leads us into a situation where all 
the birds are closely related and results in 
loss of productivity and vigor over genera-
tions. We can divide breeding into two main 
functions—maintenance and improvement 
of productive attributes, and maintenance 
of genetic diversity within our flock. I will 
refer to these two aspects of breeding as 
“breeding for improvement” and “conser-
vation breeding” respectively.

Most available information on breed-
ing focuses on improvement breeding. 
Essentially improvement breeding is 
often described as breeding “your-best-
to-your-best.” In actuality, culling infe-
rior birds and selecting superior birds 
results in improvements to a flock over 
time. Good improvement breeding need 
only focus on mating together birds that 
share good traits to cause them to occur 
more frequently in the flock, as well as 
making sure that mated birds do not share 
the same faults so that faults occur less 
frequently. We call these two aspects of 
improvement breeding “emphasizing 
good traits” and “offsetting faults.”

Conservation breeding has to do with 
making decisions that ensure there is 
enough diversity in the flock such that it 
can be bred for many generations with-
out fear of the individuals becoming too 
closely related. So conservation breeding 
focuses on managing how related each 
individual is to other individuals in the 
flock; based on relations, who is mated to 
who; and ensuring that some individuals 
within the flock are as unrelated as pos-
sible. As we design a breeding program 
for our flock, conservation breeding 

the Home Flock

All it takes is a pair of healthy birds to be able to hatch your own chicks.

Choosing a mate with the same strong points 
will result in many more birds having those 
good points. Photos by Don Schrider.

Breeding
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Freedom Ranger 
Color Chicks

Freedom Rangers 
are specially 
suited for full 
pasturing, free 
range, organic 

certified, 
backyard, etc.

Guineas are fast grow-
ing, suitable for 

backyard growers who 
want to control ticks 
and for those who 

would want to use them 
as a meat bird.

The muscovy is fast growing and a 
great range duck with a lean meat that is 

desired by many resturants.

J.M. Hatchery
178 Lowry Road 

New Holland, PA 17557

Call or visit us online.

717-354-5950 
www.jmhatchery.com

~ ~

To order Muscovy ducklings call 
Stephen at 717-669-0245

To order Freedom Rangers, call 
Kendall at 717-336-4878 or visit 

www.freedomrangerhatchery.com

decisions are going to play a key role in 
allowing us to breed for many genera-
tions without losing diversity.

It should be clear that as long as we 
can only maintain one flock of chickens, 
we can only breed for one season without 
mating related individuals, and, as seasons 
progress, more and more birds in the flock 
will become closely related. Nowhere is 
this more clear than in a small flock with 
only one rooster—genetically he is half 
the flock, as every offspring gets half his 
genes. This simple example illustrates that 
to maintain genetic diversity we need to 
use as many males as possible, and limit 
how often they are used.

As we breed our flock, there are 
relationships we try to avoid and others 
that can be used. For instance, brother to 
sister matings tend to be the most intense 
form of inbreeding. However, sire to 
offspring and dam to offspring are less 
intense. How can this be? A parent only 
gives its offspring half of its DNA, the 
other half coming from the other parent. 
Whereas, brothers and sisters can be 
nearly identical in DNA and this type 
of mating sometimes results in loss of 
size and increase in faults—like crooked 
beaks. More distant relationships would 
include cousins, aunts or uncles, and even 
2nd cousins. Ideally, we would like our 
matings to be largely more distant rela-
tionships, however, the occasional more 
closely related mating is acceptable.

Methods of Breeding
The basic methods of mating poultry 

are: Out and Out Breeding; Flock Sourc-

ing; Flock Mating; Rolling Matings; and 
Spiral Matings. While this article will 
focus on a solution for the small home 
flock, we need to understand these differ-
ent breeding systems to understand the 
bigger picture in breeding. 
Out and Out Breeding is simply a sys-
tem of bringing in new roosters from 
different sources each year. Traditionally 
this system was most popularly used in 
crossbreeding mongrel flocks—that is, 
roosters of a different breed were used 
each season over the flock of crossbred 
hens. This system has also been used in 
purebred flocks—same breed roosters are 
sourced each year, but source is changed 
each year as well. In this system you can 
save all your females and maintain them 
as one flock. But productive traits are 
hard to manage as the source flocks for 
the roosters will each be strong in some 
traits and weak in others.
Flock Sourcing is also a method in 
which you bring in new roosters each 
year. This system differs from Out and 
Out Breeding in that you stick with one 
source for the roosters—presumably a 
master breeder of your breed. The ad-
vantage of this system is improvement 
of traits over time, relying on the efforts 
of the master breeder, and the retention 
of known good qualities—such as the 
heat tolerance Dan Albarado observed 
in his Australorps. The disadvantage is 
that you must cull all your males each 
year and you are relying on someone 
else for quality new roosters.
Flock Mating is the breeding of a flock 
of chickens as one unit. For this system 

Choosing a mate that does not share the same faults is important when ridding the flock Choosing a mate that does not share the same faults is important when ridding the flock 
of a fault. Here this male has deep red eye color, while his mate has poor eye color.of a fault. Here this male has deep red eye color, while his mate has poor eye color.
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Lots of good chicks can be hatched from just a few good birds. Trading roosters with a Lots of good chicks can be hatched from just a few good birds. Trading roosters with a 
neighbor is a good way to prevent inbreeding in the small backyard flock.neighbor is a good way to prevent inbreeding in the small backyard flock.

into three or more “families” and give 
each family an identifying name: such as 
“1,”  “2,” and “3,” or  “Blue,” “Red,” and 
“Pink,” or “Albarado,” “Belanger,” and 
“Schrider.”  Males are chosen to mate 
with the females—as long as any given 
male is used, he will always be mated to 
females from only that one family. Off-females from only that one family. Off-females from only that one family. Off
spring are marked and named for their 
mother’s family. So pullets and cockerels 
from the “Blue” family are marked and 
called Blue family. In the second and 
following seasons, the pullets join their 
mothers and are used with that family; so 
Blue family pullets are added to the Blue 
family hen flock for breeding. Blue fam-
ily sons, however, are only ever used on 
the next family hens—in this case Blue 
family roosters are used on Red family 
hens and pullets; Red family roosters on 
Pink family hens and pullets; and Pink 
family roosters on Blue family hens and 
pullets. The rotation, or spiral, comes 
from males of one family being used 
only with females of the next family. So 
in your records, you will know each sea-
son that Blue family roosters are always 
used with Red family pullets and hens.

The advantage of Spiral Mating is 
that close relatives are never mated and 
you can go many decades without adding 
new chickens. If you choose to add new 
chickens, new roosters can be substituted 
in for one family of males, and new hens 
can either start a new family, replace an old 
family of low quality, or be added to the 
family which they most resemble.

So back to our small flock and Dan 

to be self-sustaining, 20 males and 180-
200 females should be used. The chick-
ens work out who mates with whom. 
This is the type of system most com-
monly practiced by commercial hatch-
eries, which frequently add the twist of 
culling the parent flock each year and 
using only young birds as breeders. 
Smaller versions of this system can be 
utilized in the home flock with good re-
sults. The key would be to keep as large 
a flock as possible, with one male per 
every 5-12 females.
Rolling Matings is also known as Old 
Farmer’s Method. In this system you 
need to be able to separate the flock into 
two flocks each year during breeding 
season. Each year pullets are mated to 
the mature cock birds and cockerels are 
mated to the mature hens. At the end of 
the mating season the breeding pullets 
and hens are combined and culled to 
the number of hens needed for the next 
season, the cockerels and cocks are like-
wise combined and culled to the num-
ber of cocks needed for the next season, 
and the young chicks are grown out to 
be used as breeding pullets and cocker-
els in the next breeding season. Some els in the next breeding season. Some 

Offering day-old baby chicks, 
ducks, goslings, turkeys, 
guineas, and pheasants.  

Free
catalog 

Welp Hatchery
PO Box 77
Bancroft, IA 50517
(800) 458-4473
www.welphatchery.com

inbreeding does occur, but many birds 
have little relation to each other. This is 
a simple system and has the advantage 
of requiring only two flocks.
Spiral Mating is a system in which three 
or more matings are setup every year. 
In the first year you divide the hens up In the first year you divide the hens up 
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Albarado’s question. The simplest thing for 
Dan to do is to divide his flock into two for 
mating—the old rooster with the pullet(s) 
and the hens with the cockerel. Next year 
he will have both the old male and the 2010 
male to choose from to use with the 2011 
pullets. (Please note that half the 2011 pul-
lets will be from the old male and half from 
the 2010 male.) He will combine the 2010 
pullets with the old hens and add a 2011 
cockerel. Note that this male could come 
from either the 2010 male or the old male. 
This would be using Rolling Matings.

Another method that could be used is to 
find two other breeders of Australorps in his 
area and each season trade roosters. In this 
case the Dan Albarado roosters might be sent 
to Elaine Belanger to be used on her flock; 
the Elaine Belanger roosters sent to Don 
Schrider to be used on his flock; and the Don 
Schrider roosters sent to Dan Albarado to be 
used on his flock. Each would only have one 
mating. This is Spiral Mating in which the 
different families are the flocks kept by dif-
ferent breeders. This can work well if several 
breeders are willing to work together.

But let’s say Dan Albarado can only 
manage one flock and can find no one 
else to swap males with. In this case I 
would suggest using the old male for 2 
or 3 seasons over the old hens and his 
daughters. At the end of this a new male 
must be brought in; and that male could 
be used for 2 or 3 seasons; etc… In his 
choice for a new male, Dan could go back 
to his original source—in doing so he 
would be Flock Sourcing—or he could 
seek a new source—which would be a 
form of Out and Out Breeding.

No matter what method Dan chooses 
to use with his flock, his long-term suc-
cess is dependent upon having his flock 
comprise of a variety of individual birds 
with differences in their ancestry. This will 
mean saving birds from different genera-
tions and using as many different males 
as his situation allows.

Don Schrider is a nationally recog-
nized poultry breeder and expert. He has 
written for publications such as Backyard 
Poultry, Countryside and Small Stock 
Journal, Mother Earth News, Poultry 
Press, and the newsletter and poultry 
resources of the American Livestock 
Breeds Conservancy. To visit the online 
poultry resources of the American Live-
stock Breeds Conservancy, visit: www.
albc-usa.org/EducationalResources/
chickens.html
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The “Premier” Heat Lamp
Safer and more durable than all others. 

Use standard heat bulbs up to 250 watt.

 Heat Lamp .....................................#557000 $26.00

Trough Feeders
All-purpose tray for chickens, ducks and 

geese. Easy to fi ll and clean.

 Trough Feeder 11" x 2.5" ..........#530040 $3.00
 Trough Feeder 20" x 2.5" .........#530045 $3.50
 Trough Feeder 20" x 5" .............#530050 $5.50

CatchNet
Safely and gently catches chickens, ducks 

and gamebirds of nearly any size or age. 

 CatchNet .......................................#530001 $24.00*  
 *Does not qualify for free ground delivery.

Egg Basket
For gathering up to 6 dozen eggs from 

nests. Sturdy green PVC coated wire. 10".

 Egg Basket.......................................#530115 $16.50

Egg Carton
Preprinted. Made of recycled fi ber paper-

pulp material. Sturdy design.

 Egg Carton .................................... #530125 $0.31

4-Hole Nest Box
Can be used with or without bedding. 

Assembly required.

 4-Hole Nest Box .........................#530043 $130.00* 
  *Does not qualify for free ground delivery.

Bravo Grinder
Top-loading hopper. Great for grinding 

small batches of feed. Bucket included.

 Bravo Grinder ..............................#530080 $348.00*
 *Does not qualify for free ground delivery.

Portable Coop & Pen
Ideal for a few hens. Coop includes 

space for nesting and feeding. 

 Poultry Coop ............#530140 $175.00*  
 Outdoor Pen ............ #530141 $69.00*  
 *Do not qualify for free ground delivery. 

Products   that please from Premier!
See our fence ad for electric 
netting on the inside back 

cover of this magazine.

15# Poultry Feeder (yellow)
Preferred for small to mid-size fl ocks. 

Adjustable base design allows up to 3 fl ow 
levels. Holds up to 15 lbs of feed. Comes 
complete with base, tower and lid.

 Poultry Feeder (yellow) ............#530035 $13.00

Thread Lock Waterer
Base screws to the top. Works for most 

poultry species. 1 gal.

 Thread Lock Waterer ...............#530028 $9.00

Tripod Waterer
Legs elevate the waterer out of bedding to 

keep the water clean from debris. 8 gal. 

 Tripod Waterer ...........................#530027 $30.00

Kane Waterer
Provides constant water with minimal 

labor. Not for use in freezing temperatures. 

 Plastic Kane Waterer.................#938202 $52.00

Range Feeder
Sits on the ground. Grill prevents birds 

from scratching out feed. 50 lb capacity.

 Range Feeder ................................#530042 $77.00*  
 *Does not qualify for free ground delivery.

Free Shipping! On qualifi ed internet orders. See our website for details.  

www.premier1supplies.com   800-282-6631 •  Washington, IA

To learn more go to our 
website or call for our 

educational (and free) booklets.

Premiers BYP Apr center.indd   2 2/16/11   10:00 AM
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Preprinted. Made of recycled fi ber paper-

pulp material. Sturdy design.

 Egg Carton .................................... #530125 $0.31

4-Hole Nest Box
Can be used with or without bedding. 

Assembly required.

 4-Hole Nest Box .........................#530043 $130.00* 
  *Does not qualify for free ground delivery.

Bravo Grinder
Top-loading hopper. Great for grinding 

small batches of feed. Bucket included.

 Bravo Grinder ..............................#530080 $348.00*
 *Does not qualify for free ground delivery.

Portable Coop & Pen
Ideal for a few hens. Coop includes 

space for nesting and feeding. 

 Poultry Coop ............#530140 $175.00*  
 Outdoor Pen ............ #530141 $69.00*  
 *Do not qualify for free ground delivery. 

Products   that please from Premier!
See our fence ad for electric 
netting on the inside back 

cover of this magazine.

15# Poultry Feeder (yellow)
Preferred for small to mid-size fl ocks. 

Adjustable base design allows up to 3 fl ow 
levels. Holds up to 15 lbs of feed. Comes 
complete with base, tower and lid.

 Poultry Feeder (yellow) ............#530035 $13.00

Thread Lock Waterer
Base screws to the top. Works for most 

poultry species. 1 gal.

 Thread Lock Waterer ...............#530028 $9.00

Tripod Waterer
Legs elevate the waterer out of bedding to 

keep the water clean from debris. 8 gal. 

 Tripod Waterer ...........................#530027 $30.00

Kane Waterer
Provides constant water with minimal 

labor. Not for use in freezing temperatures. 

 Plastic Kane Waterer.................#938202 $52.00

Range Feeder
Sits on the ground. Grill prevents birds 

from scratching out feed. 50 lb capacity.

 Range Feeder ................................#530042 $77.00*  
 *Does not qualify for free ground delivery.

Free Shipping! On qualifi ed internet orders. See our website for details.  

www.premier1supplies.com   800-282-6631 •  Washington, IA

To learn more go to our 
website or call for our 

educational (and free) booklets.

Premiers BYP Apr center.indd   2 2/16/11   10:00 AM
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I have succumbed to chickens. I admit 
it. My interest in chickens began for 
culinary reasons, namely, as a source 

for ultra-fresh unadulterated free-range 
eggs. Little did I know that I would soon 
be carried away by the personalities and 
antics of my backyard hens and end up 
writing a memoir cookbook about my 
experiences and sharing the recipes I 
had come to love in Chicken and Egg; A 
Memoir of Suburban Homesteading with 
125 Recipes. It all started with three tiny 
chicks, Cleo, Lulu and Roxanne.

Three days after the chicken class, 
I drove to a local feed store to get my 
chicks. Tom, the owner, greeted me heart-
ily and asked what I was looking for. I 
reminded him that we had spoken the day 
before about the chicks he was getting in, 
and I wanted two. “These round washtubs 
are the day-olds,” he said. I watched the 
little peeps as they tottered, fell, pecked at 
each other, climbed on top of each other, 
ate and drank, and did it all again. Some 
slept in the midst of the chaos. 

As I bent down to look more closely, 
Tom asked again, “Are you sure you want 
only two? Chickens are social creatures; 
they like a crowd.” Never ask a woman if 
she wants more baby chicks while she’s 
looking at a tub full of bobbing fluff balls. 
“Well…maybe I could take three.” If 
my coop had been bigger, I might have 
walked out with the entire washtub of 
fuzzy orbs that morning.

I knew I wanted a chicken that lays 
colorful green, blue, or pink eggs. Beyond 
that I was clueless. “The brown and black 
ones will lay colored eggs,” Tom explained. 
“The gold ones are Buff Orpingtons, and 
they’re a good hen,” he added. 

Now that I was getting three, I wanted 
three different breeds. “Well, I don’t have 
any other day-olds but these over here are 
just a few weeks old.” They looked huge 
next to the baby chicks. I decided to stay 
with the day-olds. As I peered into the 

Author Janice Cole got so carried away by 
the personalities and antics of backyard 
hens that she wrote a memoir cookbook. 
It all started with these three tiny chicks, 
Cleo, Lulu and Roxanne.

Chicken Crazy
Wondering why so many people across the nation are going crazy for chickens? Here are some of the answers:

Eggs: Nothing beats the flavor of a freshly laid egg, still warm from the nest. Chickens that run through the backyard, feed 
on vegetable scraps, and dig in the soil produce intensely-flavored eggs and vibrantly colored egg yolks. 

Meat: A small group of backyard chicken enthusiasts not only raise chickens for eggs, but also for their meat. Many cities 
ban the slaughter of backyard birds, but there are areas where it’s legal. The meat from home-ranged chickens is more succu-
lent and flavorful because of the exercise it’s had. Studies have shown that it’s also healthier, with less fat, fewer calories, and 
more vitamin A and omega-3 fatty acids. Although most urban chicken owners wouldn’t dream of eating their own birds, some 
enthusiasts like controlling all aspects of their food production.

Companionship: One of the unexpected pleasures of raising chickens is the pleasure and entertainment they provide, just 
like more conventional pets. Chickens are highly intelligent creatures with distinct personalities. They’re social animals and 
most of them love human companionship. Chickens will readily cuddle on your lap, beg to be petted, jump on your shoulder, 
and follow you around. They respond to your voice and get to know various members of the family. Chickens, like other pets, 
will cheer you up or offer a shoulder for you to cry on. 

Better gardens: People who garden appreciate chickens for the compost they provide and the pests they eat. Composted 
chicken waste contributes highly valuable nutrients to plants and soil. Gardeners also find chickens useful for turning over the 
garden soil in the spring and fall. Just remember that chickens need boundaries to keep them out of growing gardens. These 
clever birds will help themselves to anything that looks tasty.

Chicken and Egg
 A Memoir of Suburban Homesteading with 125 Recipes

Book exCerPts:

fuzzy, swarming tubs, I recalled an old 
Star Trek episode about Tribbles. It was 
disconcerting.

Was there some trick to choosing 
baby chicks, like examining a mare’s 
teeth and hooves when you buy a horse? 
If so, the feed store owner wasn’t going 
to let me in on the secret. So I developed 
my own criteria: (1) Let sleeping chicks 
lie. Any chicks that could sleep in that 
cacophony must be comatose; (2) If you 
can grab it, take it. The fluff balls never 
stopped moving. By the time your hand 
shot out to grab the one you wanted, it 
had moved three times and you had no 
idea where it went; (3) Take the one at the 
top. Nature is always guided by survival 
of the fittest. Those chicks that reached 
the summit must be stronger than the ones 
squashed at the bottom.

My chosen three were unceremoni-
ously put into a tiny box with air holes. 
“Now, they’re all females, right?” I wanted 
reassurance from Tom that I didn’t have 

This book really captured my attention,   
filled with humorous anecdotes of the 
author’s chicken-raising experiences, 
wrapped around tons of delicious reci-
pes—it’ s like getting two books in one. 
—Ed.
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a rooster hidden in the group. “Well, they 
should be,” Tom fudged. “What do you 
mean they should be,” I shot back with a 
small note of panic. “We can’t guarantee 
it. But don’t worry; we’ll take back any 
roosters,” he replied. Oh, great, now I 
have to worry about crowing, I thought as 
I paid $3.95 per chick and headed to the 
car. Marty will really love that.

I arrived home from the feed store 
frazzled and slightly deaf in one ear from 
the chicks’ high-pitched peeping. I’d only 
been with them for 40 minutes, and they 
were already driving me nuts. If the next 
two months are going to be like this, I 
thought as I walked into the house, God 
help us all. You see, these chicks had to 
bunk with us inside the house until they 
feathered out and the weather warmed 
up. Marty had no idea what he was in for. 
I’ll admit I may have left out a few of the 
specifics before rushing off to the feed 
store, figuring he’d find out soon enough. 
I really thought the cute baby chicks 
would win him over. I was wrong.

Janice Cole is a food editor, recipe 
developer and food writer. For recipes 
and more information about her birds 
visit her blog at ThreeSwinginChicks.
com.

Excerpt from Janice Cole, Chicken and 
Egg; A Memoir of Suburban Homesteading 
with 125 Recipes, used with permission 
from Chronicle Books.

Soft, fresh goat cheese is the surprise ingre-
dient in these ultra-creamy deviled eggs. The 
first sprigs of tarragon that emerge in the 

spring have a light, delicate flavor that pairs perfectly with the bright yellow yolks of 
spring eggs. Fresh grass and other greens in a hen’s spring diet enhance the flavor of 
these eggs.
6 hard-cooked eggs, peeled 
1/3 cup fresh goat cheese, softened
1/3 cup mayonnaise
1 tablespoon finely chopped fresh tarragon, plus sprigs for garnish
1 tablespoon thinly sliced green onion (green part only)
Scant 1/2 teaspoon grated lemon zest, plus slivered zest for garnish
1/8 teaspoon salt
1/8 teaspoon freshly ground pepper

Cut the hard-cooked eggs in half lengthwise. Scoop out the egg yolks with a 
small spoon and put them in a medium bowl. Blend with a pastry blender or a fork 
until crumbly, about the consistency of coarse sand. Stir in the goat cheese until well 
blended, add the mayonnaise, and stir until smooth and creamy. Stir in the green 
onion, grated lemon zest, salt, and pepper.

Spoon the egg yolk filling into a pastry bag fitted with a 1/2-inch star tip and pipe 
the mixture into the egg whites. Or, spoon the filling into the egg whites. Garnish 
with tarragon sprigs and slivered lemon zest before serving.

Serves 6.

Lemon-Tarragon 
Deviled Eggs

• Welcome packet
• Care and feeding brochure

• Annual educational seminars
• Be in touch with other guinea fowl 

owners and experts.

$20 membership - Benefits include:

www.guineafowlinternational.org

Guinea Fowl International
2812 FM 987 • Kaufman, TX 75142

2010 is the year to join!

The Chicken and Egg: A Memoir of 
Suburban Homesteading with 125 Recipes 
is available from the Backyard Poultry 
bookstore, see page 47.—Ed.bookstore, see page 47.—Ed.
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the flock, which keeps them together in 
a more manageable space.) Changing 
brooders weekly also gives them a clean, 
fresh new home—and as you now know, 
a clean brooder is a healthy brooder.

Week 3: Transformers
By the third week your birds are truly 

starting to resemble chickens instead of 
chicks. Their wings, capes, and crowns of 
their heads have grown in actual feathers, 
and everywhere else new feathers are either 
burgeoning or they’re already coated in a 
slick new do. Sigh and smile; your girls’ 
baby days are behind them. You may also 
start to discover that some of the flock may 
be future poultry Olympians. With most 
of their wing feathers now installed, your 
bolder charges may take flight within their 
brooder or launch themselves from the tops 
of founts and feeders out of the safety of 
the nest. I usually remedy this with a fitted 
wire screen over the top of the box.

Week 4: Dust Bowl
By their fourth week of life, your 

chicks will start to look like miniature 
versions of their future selves. Most of 
the feathers are now in or soon will be. 
And they’re now skilled in the art of 
jumping and flapping their new wings 
at hummingbird speeds as if determined 
to get out into the big world that awaits. 
They’ll more and more gravitate toward 
their perches, even resting on them for 
hours at a spell, their tiny dinosaur feet 
holding on tight, learning to balance. 
However, these dramatic changes come 

CHICK DAYS
 An AbSolute begInner’S guIDe

rAISIng CHICKenS from Hatchlings to Laying Hens

Growing Up
Week 2: Growth Spurt!

Obvious physical changes occur in 
the second week of a chick’s life. 

And with the physical changes come 
changes in their habitat. 

Appearance
At this stage, the girls’ feathers are 

quickly growing in, and they’re looking 
more like regulation chickens. Pinfeath-
ers are visible, and wings are rapidly 
developing, with considerable test flap-
ping taking place.

Tail feathers develop early in the 
week. Neck feathers will develop by the 
end of the week.

Temperature
It may very well be time to tweak the 

heat in the brooder. In their first week 
of life, chicks can’t regulate their own 
body temperature, but by their second 
and third weeks of age, they can. To help 
them in this process, raise the heat lamp 
3 inches. That slight height difference 
will lower the temperature in the brooder 
a few degrees, and the chicks will learn 
to adjust their bodies to the somewhat 
chillier space.

It may seem like tough love, but it’s 
necessary. The brooder should still be 
warm (nothing cooler than 85°F [29°C] 
this week), but that slight change of tem-
perature will help pinfeathers form and 
bodies grow healthier. As a general rule 
of thumb, the brooder temperature should 
be lowered by 5°F (2.8°C) with each suc-
cessive week. By now you should have 
a pretty good handle on the temperature 
situation and can start to train your eye 
to know what’s right.

Relocation
If your girls are still living in their 

original baby box, you may want to 
upgrade to a larger brooder. (Some folks 
start with a large container from the get-
go, but I like letting the boxes grow with 

While providing readers detailed information on getting started with chicks, Chick 
Days is also filled with entertaining and personalized details of the progress of Jenna’s 
chick growth. Photography by Mars Vilaubi, excerpted from Chick Days by Jenna 
Woginrich, used with permission from Storey Publishing.

with a price—and friends, that price is 
dust. Oh, the dust! A thin, creamy white 
film of dust will cover everything within 
a few feet (sometimes farther) of the 
brooder. It’s neither toxic nor smelly, but 
it isn’t the kind of thing you want coating 
your toothbrush in the bathroom. To keep 
your belongings clean, wipe down your 
surfaces with a damp rag or some natural 
home cleaners. You don’t want to throw 
down industrial strength bleaches near 
those tiny beaks. And make sure to peri-
odically wipe the dust film off your heat 
lamp. It can clog the bulb socket or coat 
the wires. While you’re checking the heat 
lamp, consider it the ideal time to do your 
weekly assessment of the temperature sit-
uation. By now the brooder temperature 
should be about 75°F (24°C). Adjust the 
position of the lamp—likely a bit farther 
from the chicks—as necessary.
Excerpt from Chick Days 2010 by Jenna 
Woginrich with photography by Mars 
Vilaubi, used with permission from Storey 
Publishing. See next page to order your 
copy. —Ed.

This beginners guide is appropriately 
titled, and delivers on its promise to give 
the beginning chicken raiser the guid-
ance needed to successfully raise  a flock 
of chickens—from hatch to layers. —Ed.
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Storey’s Guide to Raising Storey’s Guide to Raising Storey’s Guide to Raising 
PoultryPoultry

leonardeonardeonard s. MerCiaiaia
An invaluable resource for everyone who raises An invaluable resource for everyone who raises An invaluable resource for everyone who raises 
poultry. It contains the most comprehensive and poultry. It contains the most comprehensive and poultry. It contains the most comprehensive and 
current information on raising chickens, turkeys, current information on raising chickens, turkeys, current information on raising chickens, turkeys, 
waterfowl, and game birds. Covers breed selection waterfowl, and game birds. Covers breed selection waterfowl, and game birds. Covers breed selection 
(for both meat and egg production),  hatching, housing (for both meat and egg production),  hatching, housing (for both meat and egg production),  hatching, housing 

and equipment, feeding, and rearing. 343 pages, $18.95343 pages, $18.95343 pages, $18.95

Storey’s Guide to Raising Storey’s Guide to Raising Storey’s Guide to Raising 
TurkeysTurkeysTurkeys

leonardeonardeonard s. MerCiaiaia
Complete how-to information on raising turkeys Complete how-to information on raising turkeys Complete how-to information on raising turkeys 
from young poults to delicious, thick-breasted birds. from young poults to delicious, thick-breasted birds. from young poults to delicious, thick-breasted birds. 
Discussions on selecting the right turkey for your Discussions on selecting the right turkey for your Discussions on selecting the right turkey for your 
flock, breeding and management, processing, flock flock, breeding and management, processing, flock flock, breeding and management, processing, flock 
health, feeding and housing. Contains in-depth houshealth, feeding and housing. Contains in-depth houshealth, feeding and housing. Contains in-depth hous-

ing plan illustrations. Revised and updated. 199 pages, $18.95Revised and updated. 199 pages, $18.95Revised and updated. 199 pages, $18.95

Storey’s Guide to Raising Storey’s Guide to Raising Storey’s Guide to Raising 
ChickensChickensChickens

gailailail daMerow
This informative book for both beginning and exThis informative book for both beginning and exThis informative book for both beginning and ex-
perienced chicken owners is now perienced chicken owners is now perienced chicken owners is now completely upcompletely upcompletely up-
dated. It covers breed selection, building feeders covers breed selection, building feeders covers breed selection, building feeders 
and shelters, how to collect and store your eggs and shelters, how to collect and store your eggs and shelters, how to collect and store your eggs 
to maintain freshness (or hatching), maintaining to maintain freshness (or hatching), maintaining to maintain freshness (or hatching), maintaining 

good flock health, raising broilers for meat, and showing your birds.good flock health, raising broilers for meat, and showing your birds.good flock health, raising broilers for meat, and showing your birds.
Revised and updated. 341 pages, $19.95Revised and updated. 341 pages, $19.95Revised and updated. 341 pages, $19.95

This complete collection of articles and photos This complete collection of articles and photos This complete collection of articles and photos 
from the first year of from the first year of from the first year of Backyard PoultryBackyard PoultryBackyard Poultry touches 
on every topic of interest to the poultry fancier on every topic of interest to the poultry fancier on every topic of interest to the poultry fancier 
and backyard breeder. Learn about: Chickens, and backyard breeder. Learn about: Chickens, and backyard breeder. Learn about: Chickens, 
Turkeys, Waterfowl and other poultry breeds; Turkeys, Waterfowl and other poultry breeds; Turkeys, Waterfowl and other poultry breeds; 
introducing new birds to the flock; stopping introducing new birds to the flock; stopping introducing new birds to the flock; stopping 
predators; layer problems (and solutions); predators; layer problems (and solutions); predators; layer problems (and solutions); 
coop ideas and designs; financial opportuni-coop ideas and designs; financial opportuni-coop ideas and designs; financial opportuni-
ties; keeping your birds healthy; homegrown ties; keeping your birds healthy; homegrown ties; keeping your birds healthy; homegrown 

For the Love of Poultry!For the Love of Poultry!For the Love of Poultry!
A Backyard Poultry Anthology—The First YearA Backyard Poultry Anthology—The First YearA Backyard Poultry Anthology—The First Year

A Backyard Poultry Anthology
The First Year

Poultry

feeds; managing poultry on pasture; curing & smoking poultry; feeds; managing poultry on pasture; curing & smoking poultry; feeds; managing poultry on pasture; curing & smoking poultry; 
working with broody hens; marketing to restaurants; youth poultry working with broody hens; marketing to restaurants; youth poultry working with broody hens; marketing to restaurants; youth poultry 
programs; chick care and much, much more!programs; chick care and much, much more!programs; chick care and much, much more! 320 pages, $19.95320 pages, $19.95320 pages, $19.95

NEW BOOKS!

Chick DaysChick Days
An Absolute Beginner’s GuideAn Absolute Beginner’s Guide

Raisings Chickens from Hatchlings Raisings Chickens from Hatchlings 
to Laying Hensto Laying Hens

Do you want to raise chickens but don’t Do you want to raise chickens but don’t 
know where to begin? Then you need know where to begin? Then you need 
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Chick DaysChick Days, an entertaining photographic guide that chronicles , an entertaining photographic guide that chronicles 
the life journey of three chickens (Amelia, Honey, and Tilda) the life journey of three chickens (Amelia, Honey, and Tilda) 
from newly hatched fluffy butterballs to grown hens laying eggs. from newly hatched fluffy butterballs to grown hens laying eggs. 
Day by day and week by week, you’ll watch these three chickens Day by day and week by week, you’ll watch these three chickens 
grow and change, and along the way you’ll learn everything you grow and change, and along the way you’ll learn everything you 
need to know about chicken behavior, feeding, housing, hygiene, need to know about chicken behavior, feeding, housing, hygiene, 
and health care. and health care. 128 pages, $14.95128 pages, $14.95

Chicken and EggChicken and Egg
A Memoir of SuburbanA Memoir of Suburban

Homesteading with 125 RecipesHomesteading with 125 Recipes

Chicken and EggChicken and Egg tells the story of  tells the story of 
veteran food writer Janice Cole, who, veteran food writer Janice Cole, who, 
like so many other urbanites, took up the like so many other urbanites, took up the 

JJanianiCCee C Coleole
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revolutionary hobby of raising chickens at home. From picking revolutionary hobby of raising chickens at home. From picking 
out the perfect coop to producing the miracle of the first egg, Cole out the perfect coop to producing the miracle of the first egg, Cole 
shares her now-expert insights into the trials, triumphs, and bonds shares her now-expert insights into the trials, triumphs, and bonds 
that result when human and hen live in close quarters. With 125 that result when human and hen live in close quarters. With 125 
recipes for delicious chicken and egg dishes, poultry lovers, back-recipes for delicious chicken and egg dishes, poultry lovers, back-
yard farmers, and those contemplating taking the leap will adore yard farmers, and those contemplating taking the leap will adore 
this captivating illustrated memoir! this captivating illustrated memoir! 256 pages, $24.95256 pages, $24.95

Backyard Homestead Guide to Raising Backyard Homestead Guide to Raising 
Farm AnimalsFarm Animals

ggailail ddaaMMerowerow

 Imagine a weekend breakfast featuring  Imagine a weekend breakfast featuring 
eggs, bacon, and honey from your own eggs, bacon, and honey from your own 
chickens, pigs, and bees. Or a holiday meal chickens, pigs, and bees. Or a holiday meal 
with your own heritage-breed turkey as the with your own heritage-breed turkey as the 
main attraction. With main attraction. With The Backyard Home-The Backyard Home-
stead Guide to Raising Farm Animalsstead Guide to Raising Farm Animals, even , even 
urban and suburban residents can success-urban and suburban residents can success-
fully raise chickens, ducks, geese, turkeys, rabbits, goats, sheep, fully raise chickens, ducks, geese, turkeys, rabbits, goats, sheep, 
cows, pigs, and honey bees. It’s easier than you think, and it can cows, pigs, and honey bees. It’s easier than you think, and it can 
be done on small plots of land. This essential guide covers ev-be done on small plots of land. This essential guide covers ev-
erything from selecting the right breeds to producing delicious erything from selecting the right breeds to producing delicious 
fresh milk, cheese, honey, eggs, and meat. Whether you want to fresh milk, cheese, honey, eggs, and meat. Whether you want to 
be more self-sufficient, save money, or just enjoy safer, healthier, be more self-sufficient, save money, or just enjoy safer, healthier, 
more delicious animal products, you’ll find all the information more delicious animal products, you’ll find all the information 
you need in you need in The Backyard Homestead Guide to Raising Farm The Backyard Homestead Guide to Raising Farm 
AnimalsAnimals. . 360 pages, $24.95360 pages, $24.95

Storey’s Guide to Raising Storey’s Guide to Raising Storey’s Guide to Raising 
Ducks

daveaveave holderreadolderreadolderread
Everything you need to know to raise ducks sucEverything you need to know to raise ducks sucEverything you need to know to raise ducks suc-
cessfully. Completely updatedCompletely updatedCompletely updated, this comprehensive, this comprehensive, this comprehensive, 
fully illustrated guide takes you through every step fully illustrated guide takes you through every step fully illustrated guide takes you through every step 
of owning ducks. It provides the most up-to-date inof owning ducks. It provides the most up-to-date inof owning ducks. It provides the most up-to-date in-
formation on various breeds (including rare breeds), formation on various breeds (including rare breeds), formation on various breeds (including rare breeds), 

feeding, housing, egg production, health care and more.  feeding, housing, egg production, health care and more.  feeding, housing, egg production, health care and more.  Revised and 
updated. 316 pages, $19.95



Gardening with Guineas
Jeannette s. Ferguson

This book is a delightful and informative guide to 
raising guinea fowl on a small scale. It covers the life 
of a guinea from egg to adult, including incubation, of a guinea from egg to adult, including incubation, 
feeding, housing, training and common problems. 
Jeannette includes information on reasons for raising 

guinea fowl (they eat garden pests, ticks and hate snakes), what you 
need to know before you buy guineas, working with newborns and 
young keets, and much more. 131 pages, $14.95

The Book of Geese
a Complete Guide to Raising the Home Flock

dave holderread
One of the classics of waterfowl management. An 
easy-to-read book with good illustrations and dia-
grams, takes you from the egg through incubation, 
gosling stage, feeding, housing, mating, health and 

physical problems. It covers all breeds of geese with descriptions of 
the traits unique to each breed. This really is the complete guide to 
raising the home flock. 209 pages, $18.95

Have You Hugged Your 
CHICKEN Today?

ORDER OURS ODAY!

Tell the world how you really feel... 
with a High-Quality, Fruit of the Loom®

Backyard Poultry T-shirt.

Only $14 each

Backyard Poultry T-Shirts

See order form 
on the next page.

Makes a 
Great Gift!

Available in navy blue or red, and two styles.

Chickens have become the mascot of the local food 
movement. A desire for sustainable, clean, whole-
some food and superior soil quality has led more 

and more suburban and city dwellers to keep laying hens in their 
backyards and gardens. City Chicks is an excellent resource for the 
beginner or avid chicken enthusiast. 460 pages, $22.50

City Chicks
Keeping Micro-flocks of Laying Hens 
as Garden Helpers, Compost Makers, 
Bio-recyclers and Local Food Suppliers

PatriCia ForeMan

The Mating and Breeding 
of Poultry

harry M. laMon & roB r. sloCuM
This book, first published in 1920, and now back in 
print, outlines all you need to know to become an ac-
complished breeder. It includes manipulating shape 

and color combinations, preparing birds for weather, encouraging 
the juiciest meat and largest eggs and much more. Authors Lamon & 
Slocum were the Senior Poultrymen at the Bureau of Animal Industry 
for the USDA. 341 pages, $14.95

The Complete Idiot’s Guide 
to Raising Chickens

JeroMe d. Belanger

You’re no idiot, of course. You know there’s noth-
ing like the taste of fresh, free-range eggs from 
chickens you’ve raised yourself, but you’re won-
dering if owning your own flock of birds would 

be all it’s cracked up to be. In this Complete Idiot’s Guide you’ll find 
advice on locating and buying your first chickens; tips for buying or 
building the right coop; learn all about eggs from conception to cook-
ing; learn to identify normal behavior in healthy chickens and what 
to do when something goes wrong, and decide for yourself if raising 
chickens organically is right for you. If you have questions, this book 
has the answers. 160 pages, $14.95

andy lee & Pat ForeMan
This revolutionary, practical book will delight 
gardeners and poultry growers everywhere. A 
chicken tractor is a bottomless, portable pen that 
can be moved wherever you need help in the 
garden. Chickens aerate the soil while eating pests 
and weeds, then fertilize the beds with manure. 

Best of all, they provide the great tasting eggs and meat not available 
in any grocery store. Chicken Tractor shows how building a better Chicken Tractor shows how building a better Chicken Tractor
garden can result in twice as much food from half as much land. 
You’ll find complete instructions for building and using pens, tips on 
breed selection, plus money-making ideas. 318 pages, $22.95

Chicken Tractor
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gail daMerow
In this must-have reference for the small flock owner, 
Gail discusses the problems and diseases common to 
chickens of all breeds and all ages. It also explains how 
to hatch healthy chicks, provide proper nutrition, fight 
parasites, spot diseases and infections in their early stages, 

protect the flock from predators and building safe houses and yards. 
Generously illustrated. 344 pages, $19.95 
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Whether you keep one hen or 1,000 hens, you 
will find a housing plan in this comprehensive 
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structures to large-scale, movable shelters. 
You will also find plans for converting trailer 

frames, greenhouses and sheds using recycled materials and simple 
ways to make waterers, feeders and nestboxes. 166 pages, $19.95

How to Raise Poultry
Everything You Need to Know

Christine heinriChs
Poultry expert Christine Heinrichs lays out 
the distinctions between waterfowl (ducks, 
geese and swans), turkeys, gamebirds (pea-
fowl, pheasants, quail and others), ratites 
(ostriches, emus, and rheas), and pigeons. 
She then clearly details the very different 
requirements for raising each species, from 
feeding and housing to husbandry and 
health, to showing and marketing and legal 
concerns. Whether you’re thinking of start-

ing a flock or acquiring a few feathered friends, this handy guide tells 
you everything you need to know. 192 pages, $19.95

How to Raise Chickens
Everything You Need to Know

Christine heinriChs
This book is thoroughly modern and com-
prehensive. It delivers everything the subtitle 
promises: “Everything you need to know—
Breed guide and selection—Proper care and 
healthy feeding—Building facilities and 
fencing—Showing advice.” And it’s all pre-
sented in the context of today’s small, back-
yard flock. How to Raise Chickens might 
sound like a simple premise for a poultry 

book but this one goes way beyond the how-tos. 191 pages, $19.95
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Christine heinriChs

sPPaPPaPP historian

When Garfield Farm and Inn 
Museum in La Fox, Illinois 
began breeding Javas, the 

goal was to maintain a vigorous flock of 
chickens that accurately represented its 
1840s era. As unexpected traits emerged, 
first the white and then the auburn, the 
birds have taken the project “Back to 
the Future.” The Auburn, a variety that 
disappeared in the 19th century, is now 
being raised by an Illinois breeder. He 
hopes to see the Auburn restored and 
eventually recognized by the APA.

Garfield Farm Museum determined 
to restore Javas as part of its commitment 
to historic stewardship in the 1990s. The 
farm partnered with Chicago’s Museum of 
Science and Industry to hatch many more 
eggs than would have been possible at 
the farm alone. Senior Exhibit Specialist 
Tim Christakos used the Java eggs in the 
Genetics: Decoding Life exhibit, hatch-
ing eggs for the public to see. The exhibit 
hatches around 8,000 eggs a year.

One brown chick hatched September 
25, 2003. Mr. Christakos kept an eye on 
her, named her Mini Me, and watched for 
another. A male, whom he named Mork, 
hatched several months later in 2004. He 
raised them to be the foundation breeding 
pair. Their first clutch of 18 eggs produced 
four with the Auburn coloring. 

“We hit the gene on the thirteenth 
hatchling with a full Auburn bird,” he 

said. “It was completely brown. Even the said. “It was completely brown. Even the 
beak had a nice brownish tone. The feet 
had a brown tone.”

The Auburn color variety was never 
recognized by any Standard, although it’s 
mentioned in The Poultry Book  by John The Poultry Book  by John The Poultry Book
C. Bennett, written in 1850, a copy of 
which is in the Society for Preservation of 
Poultry Antiquities’ collection of antique 
poultry books: “These (describing a pair 
of Javas), like all other pure Java fowls, 
are of a black or dark auburn color.” 
Caleb N. Bement described them in the 
American Poulterer’s Companion (1856) 
“…in general, the color of the feathers 
is auburn, like the vulture.” Dr. Bennett 

makes the point that this description ap-
plies specifically to the Java color. “Their 
plumage is decidedly rich,” he writes.

Exactly what that means was not ex-
plained. Mr. Christakos hopes that other 
documentation may be discovered some 
day, in the form of journals or notes from 
those who owned these birds. At one 
event, Dr. Bennett posted a notice in a 
publication asking for those who wanted 
to debate about his birds to come to see 
them on display and discuss them.

“I would have loved to see the notes 
from that,” Mr. Christakos said.

Lacking that, he is now working with 
Springfield, Illinois breeder Lyle Behl to 
refine the color. Mr. Behl acquired his 
first Auburn Javas, three hens and a roost-
er, in a swap for some of his Icelandics 
from Quincy, Illinois breeder Bill York. 
In 2009, Mr. Behl and Mr. Christakos ar-
ranged to relocate 60 Auburns to his farm 
as a central breeding operation. Mr. Behl 
shared some with Mr. York.

These birds aren’t the dark red or ma-
hogany of a Buckeye, Rhode Island Red 
or New Hampshire. They are spangled.

“The roosters are beautiful,” Mr. Behl 
said. Their hackles are yellow and orange, 
contrasting with darker orange saddle 
feathers, all with black stripes. Their 
feather markings are similar to Golden 
Spangled Hamburgs, but with more 
colors. The hens are similar to Hamburg 
hens. Their backs and shoulders are deep 
red. The breast and body have a typical 
golden spangled pattern, auburn golden 
bay with the spangle on the end. 

“The breast and body feathers on the 

Retrieving the Auburn
Java from Extinction

Red plumage mixes with the typical glossy greenish black on these Javas. Birds with the Red plumage mixes with the typical glossy greenish black on these Javas. Birds with the 
auburn gene don’t always show that lustrous green sheen on their black feathers. Photo auburn gene don’t always show that lustrous green sheen on their black feathers. Photo 
by Tim Christakos, Illinoisby Tim Christakos, Illinois

Black, Auburn and White Java chicks are part of the re-emergence of an extinct color Black, Auburn and White Java chicks are part of the re-emergence of an extinct color 
pattern in a historic breed.pattern in a historic breed. Photo by J.B. Spector, Museum of Science and Industry Photo by J.B. Spector, Museum of Science and Industry

Breed FoCus: 
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male tie the roosters and hens together,” 
he said. “I now select for the deep red on 
the backs and shoulders.”

Many show the red or brown color 
as young birds, but turn black as they 
mature. Although they are black, they are 
duller and don’t have the greenish sheen 
typical of black Javas. Some show red 
feathers on their necks. He suspects that 
indicates they carry the auburn gene.

“I could see it,” he said. “Most people 
who raise Javas could see it.”

Mr. Behl is breeding the best to the 
best of his flock to refine the birds. He 
culls strictly to select his breeding birds. 
This year, he’ll set 23 hens with two 
roosters, all of which he considers to 
have good color. He resists adding other 
breeds to the flock, because the Java is a 
foundation American breed.

“The Java is not a composite breed, so I 
don’t want to bring in other breeds,” he said. 
“I want to improve within the breed.”

Mr. Behl will have hatching eggs 
available for sale this summer. Additional 
photos of his birds are posted on his site, 
http://www.behlfarm.com/blogengine.
net/. Contact him at 217-498-7522 or 
behlcascade@aol.com. 

Javas are recognized in Black and 
Mottled varieties. Garfield Farm is also 

Lyle Behl’s Auburn Java trio shows off at the 2010 Garfield Farm Rare Breeds Show. 
The rooster shows the red back and shoulders Lyle selects to breed this rare color 
variation. Photo by Lyle Behl, Illinois
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raising a flock of pure White Javas, which 
first appeared in the flock in 1999. The 
white color is recessive. White birds are 
always white. Black birds often conceal 
recessive white genes, so white feathers 
appear unexpectedly in black birds. Mu-
seum operations director Tom Wolcott is 
breeding to eliminate the white gene from 
his black flock.

“Our focus is to identify the true black 
Javas for breeding this year, the ones 
that are staying true to type,” he said. 

“The white gene has gotten so prevalent 
that even when we breed black to black, 
there’s no guarantee as to what we will 
get out.”

He’s adding Black Javas from Duane 
Urch’s pure flock at Urch/Turnland Poul-
try in Owatonna, Minnesota to the eight 
Garfield Farm birds he’s identified as 
pure black. He hopes to see good results 
by the end of summer 2011.

“This year will be the test,” he said.
Roy Autrey and Ruth Caron have 

organized the Java Breeders of America 
Poultry Club, http://www.javabreeder-
sofamerica.com/, to encourage the long 
term preservation of Javas through selec-
tive breeding, exhibition, and through 
sharing knowledge. The club publishes 
a quarterly newsletter and offers special 
discounts to club members. Membership 
to the Java Breeders of America Poultry 
club is $10 a year. Join by sending a 
check or money order to Got Java? 195 
Northglen Lane, Martindale, TX 78655.

The Auburn Java is a living artifact 
that tantalizes us with a hint of what other 
genes might be concealed in our flocks. 
Traits such as being a good forager, good 
brooder and good mother (and father), 
alert protector, longevity, disease and par-

asite resistance, ability to mate naturally 
and fertility are less easily observed than 
physical traits but are also influenced 
by inherited genes. Modern industrial 
poultry is genetically uniform, making 
it vulnerable to catastrophic losses in the 
event a serious pathogen finds its way 
into commercial poultry operations. The 
world may well need an infusion of genes 
to overcome disease or infestation.

“If there were worldwide pandemic 
and we lost all of the chickens, we would 
have to go back to the beginning, geneti-
cally, in order to get back to the poultry 
we know today,” Mr. Christakos said. 

As breeding continues, other unex-
pected colors are appearing. One with 
silver spangled plumage showed up. Mr. 
Behl plans to incorporate that bird into 
the breeding program. 

 “Genetically, the Auburn Java is a 
historic find,” Mr. Christakos said. “This 
is a re-emergence of an extinct variety. 
It’s open to a lot of interpretation and 
discussion. But how can you top retriev-
ing something from extinction?”

You can learn more about the Java 
breed on our website: www.backyard-
poultrymag.com, choose library egg and 
search for “Raising a Critically Endan-
gered Breed: The Java Experience.”—
Ed.

Christine Heinrichs is the author of 
How to Raise Chickens (2007) and How 
to Raise Poultry (2009), both published 
by Voyageur Press. Both focus on raising 
traditional breed poultry in small flocks. 

She maintains the Society for Preserva-
tion of Poultry Antiquities’ (SPPA) collec-
tion of antique books and magazines at her 
home on California’s Central Coast. Learn 
more about the SPPA on page 45.

Think “Spangled Sussex” for this Java 
hen! The variety is like seeing an extinct 
bird come back to life. Photo by Lyle Behl

Chicks soon show the different color 
pattern. No way to confuse this with a 
Black or Mottled chick! Photo by Tim 
Chrisakos
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middle for the winter, blindly court each 
other. I almost feel sorry for them as they 
try desperately to peek through any crack 
or opening just for a glimpse at their 
future mate, but it’s not time yet.

The countdown continues. My hus-
band is equally eager to get the birds 
together, for he is dying to see what 
offspring he can create by pairing certain 
ones with each other. In the meantime, he 
waits. I don’t know who wants it more, 
him or the pigeons.

Each night after work, Scott asks 
me about the pigeons as if they were in 
daycare. Did I feed them? Did I change 
the water? Yes, yes, of course, twice in 
fact. Each morning at 8:00 I’m out there 
bringing pigeons fresh food and water 
and each evening at 4:00 I repeat my 
chores. Whose pigeons are these any-
way? Well, because I’m home most of 

the day, and Scott works long hours, oh, 
and because I love him, I help take care 
of these creatures. 

Scott brings me flowers to show his 
appreciation, but then they aren’t even in 
water yet when he gives me a peck on the 
cheek and rushes out to the pigeon coop. 
He scrapes and rakes every last dropping 
and every last feather. On Saturdays he 
wakes up smiling—not because it’s a day 
off or because I wake up beside him—but 
because Saturday is pigeon coop clean-
ing day.

If it’s above 40 degrees Fahrenheit, he 
draws a nice warm bath for the birds and 
sprinkles it with bath salts to keep their 
feathers conditioned. (I can’t remember 
the last time he drew a nice hot bath for 
me, sprinkling it with bath salts.) He 
shoos the pigeons outside into their pens, 
where they splash and play in the water, 
while Scott thoroughly gives the pigeon 
coop a good cleaning. He even vacuums! 
This is definitely true love.

He fell in love with Indian Fantails 
several springs ago. At a pigeon buddy’s 

♥

Donna anuszczyk

It’s just about breeding season. I can 
hear it in my husband Scott’s heavy 
breathing every time he looks out 

the window at his pigeon coop. He an-
ticipates breeding season more than a 
bridegroom does his wedding night. I 
don’t know whether to be jealous or re-
lieved when it finally gets here. 

I should have known what to expect 
from my husband. After all, Scott first 
proposed to me in a manure pit at our 
agricultural high school 25 years ago. 
That beautiful mixture of manure from 
cows, sheep, chickens and turkeys all 
mingled together creating promise of 
a future full of love and offspring. Oh, 
and pigeons. 

Out in his pigeon coop, fancy Indian 
Fantails, separated by a wall down the 

PIGEON LOVE

Scott’s pigeon loft is a miniature of the Anuszczyk’s house. Donna says, “Nothing but Scott’s pigeon loft is a miniature of the Anuszczyk’s house. Donna says, “Nothing but 
the best for these pigeons.” Scott also raises a Polish chicken, some Silkies, parakeets Scott also raises a Polish chicken, some Silkies, parakeets 
and a rabbit. 

Above and left: White Indian Fantail 
pigeons. 
Below: A Kite Indian Fantail pigeon. 
Besides the lovely fan-shaped tail this 
breed is named for, the Indian Fantail 
also has feathered feet. The thick fluffy 
tail has 30 to 40 feathers, while most 
pigeon breeds have 12 to 14 feathers. 
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Scott’s Red Splash Indian Fantail pigeon.

house, a beautiful pure white Fantail 
caught his fancy. It was one among 
many, but it was clearly the most beauti-
ful creature he’d ever seen, (besides me 
of course). It’s wings flapped the air with 
the grace of a dove from heaven, and he 
knew he had to have it. Its feathers were 
of pure white with not a fleck of color or 
a spot of soil. Its head smooth, its crown 
defined. The wings feathered back to 
meet the spread of its fanned-out tail. It 
certainly was a beauty, strutting the yard 
like a proud Indian in headdress.

Oh, he had other pigeons back home, 
but none as pure and beautiful as this one. 
They paled in comparison on all levels. 
But then isn’t that how it is when one first 
falls in love? The flaws are invisible, only 
beauty and grace are seen. He admired the 
way it carried itself, head high, yet shy in 
some way. Yes, this was true love.

It was a monumental moment, one 
that brought change in the pigeon coop. 
Out with the old, in with the new. Little 
by little he weeded out the old breeds 
and filled the coop with Indian Fantails. 
Carefully, he researched what colors 
would yield what color, so that he may 
begin his journey of developing show 
quality birds that will leave the com-
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petitors whispering in corners. He is a 
legend, my husband, if only in his own 
mind at the moment.

He stares out the window listening 
to the pigeons’ soft cooing. He turns the 
calendar over one month at a time. He 
counts, he waits, he counts some more. 
He tells me what day he’ll worm them 
and then in 10 more days he’ll worm them 
again. He tells me this twice a week. He 
reads the latest issue of Backyard Poultry 
a second time. He researches the Internet, 
and sends e-mails to his pigeon buddies. 
He dusts off brand new empty nest bowls 
that await occupancy, as do the string of 
silver bands that hang like a necklace on 
a nail. I feel as bad for my husband as I 
do for the pigeons. He waits like a bride-
groom on his wedding night. He waits for 
another breeding season. And I do, too, 
for the sake of Scott, because I love him 
and he still loves me, even if I don’t strut 
my stuff as I did 25 years ago.

 You can find more information about 
pigeon care, feeding, housing, orga-
nizations, and special considerations 
at www.foyspigeonsupplies.com. Jerry 
Gagne is the owner and operator of 
Foy’s Pigeons Supplies, see his ad on 
page 27.—Ed.

Wall-e is an Almond Fantail pigeon named 
by their grandson.
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charlotte chaney

Throughout the years that we have 
been raising peafowl, we have re-
ceived dozens of calls from peo-

ple asking advice on raising birds, bird 
health, bird housing, etc. Perhaps some 
of the most frequently asked questions/
complaints are regarding incubation and 
hatching of the eggs. I’ve had people tell 
how much they had invested in their in-
cubator and still had no luck with their 
hatch. When I asked about the humidity 
level in their incubator, it became obvi-
ous that someone hadn’t read the direc-
tions. Water was never a consideration to 
them. Some people prefer to hatch only 
under hens, the natural way. And, nature 
does have a pretty good system…the hen 
provides the right amount of movement 
to the eggs, as well as maintaining the 
proper humidity levels needed to pro-
duce a good hatch. So, the debate goes 
on…natural or incubator? We have found 
that by maintaining proper temperature 
and humidity levels in our incubators, we 
have good hatching percentages.

There are many types of incubators on 
the market, most of them very reliable and 
capable of good production if you follow 
the directions. Get familiar with the work-
ings of your particular incubator, inside 

and out. Placement of the incubator can 
be crucial to good hatches, too. It’s best 
to have your incubator in an area where 
the outside temperature maintains a fairly 
consistent level, especially in areas of the 
country where the temperatures fluctuate 
greatly. Outdoor temperatures that are 85 
degrees during daylight hours and then 
dip into the 50’s at night can play havoc 
with a thermostat that is trying to maintain 
a constant temperature inside the incuba-
tor. Also, keeping your incubator out of 
drafts helps it maintain temperature. I do, 
however, recommend that when deciding 
where to place your incubator, especially if 
it has an automatic egg turner, you choose 
a room other than your bedroom  —a  friend 
tells me it plays havoc with her sleep pat-
terns, especially during hatching season!

Now that you have your incubator in 
position, set up, and ready to go, we’ll go 
over some basic information for successful 
hatching. The three most important factors 
of an incubator are humidity, heat, and 
air. Your thermostat will make it easy to 
maintain the heat. The fans will circulate 
the air throughout the incubator. However, 
the humidity has always been the most 
difficult to regulate. Incubators with self-
waterers really come in handy because 
there’s no need to open the door to check 
water levels daily.

All incubators have some type of 
ventilation, mostly shutters. They’re used 
mostly to control the humidity with very 
little thought given to the fact that this also 
alters temperature and air pressure in the 
incubator. Now let’s talk air vents. If the 
surrounding humidity is high, you close the 
incoming air to some degree and this will 
allow the heat and the air circulation to dry 
the incubator out to whatever percentage 
you want. However, if the surrounding 
humidity is going to change in a few hours, 
you’ll have to go back and open those top 
draft shutters. It can be a constant chore. 
But, what does this have to do with the suc-
cess of your hatch? Let me tell you… 
Too Little Humidity: If the hu-
midity level is too low over an extended 
period, if the chick gets out of its shell, it 
will probably be a spraddler. It won’t be 
able to stand. It may just pip a little hole 
and stick in the shell. It may pop the cap 
and the tissue will dry out and the bird 
is trapped. If you pick the shell off, the 
chick will have crooked toes. If the egg 
was a few days old when it was set, the 
embryo will break down in its first stage 
of development and have the appearance 
of a rotten egg.
Too Much Humidity: If the hu-
midity level is too high, the chick will 
overdevelop and doesn’t start to hatch. If 
you pull the cap off, you will notice there 
is no air pocket—the bird grew so large 
that the air cell was destroyed and the bird 
suffocated before it could pip…a wet bird 
has drowned. A bird covered with a gooey 
substance may have started out too wet and 
then went too dry. Now those are extreme-
ly wet and dry conditions. Mix those with 
short or long periods of either condition, 
and you will likely have a poor hatch.

Things may seem to be progressing 
well toward the “due date.” Perhaps this 
would be a good place to remind you that 
different breeds of birds require different 
hatching times. Hatching day finally ar-
rives, you open the incubator and find this 
condition: the chick has broken the shell 
with his egg tooth. After he has completed 
that round, he starts the second process to 
break the tissue. This is his most difficult 
task. If the humidity level is the least bit 
high, that tissue will be just like rubber and 
that little guy will push like crazy, but he 
won’t be able to cut the tissue. Between his 
first pass around the egg and his second, 
the tissue has to dry out enough for the 
tissue to tear like paper, but not enough to 
shrink. If it shrinks and you catch the chick 

Hatching Time is Here!

Nature has a pretty good incubation system—when you use broody hens or let the peahens 
hatch eggs, the humidity of the mom’s body helps provide the right amount of moisture to 
keep membranes from drying out during hatching. This photo of two peachicks with brooder 
hen is by Richard Liipfert, Peafowl Today, June 2008.

Incubation Hints for a Successful Hatch
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The Effects of 
Humidity on Hatching 

Peafowl Eggs

elaine Belanger

It’s a fact: peafowl eggs are hard to 
hatch, and humidity plays a very im-

portant role in a successful hatch. 
According to Mike Johns, from an 

article originally published in Peafowl 
Today, May/June 2002, “If the humidity 
is too high, two things will happen: 1) the 
chicks that hatch will have a large bot-
tom; or 2) chicks will die in the shell.”

Craig Hopkins, UPA member, says, 
“I have found through the years that the 
humidity level in the incubator plays the 
biggest role in successful artificial incu-
bation of peafowl eggs. I maintain the 
humidity level at 60%. This converts to a 
wet bulb temperature of 86—87°F.”

When determining humidity levels, it 
is also necessary to consider the humidity 
levels in the room where you will place 
your incubators. An air-conditioned room 
will have lower humidity and offer a better 

Good hatching percentages reward you 
with a new family of peachicks for you to 
enjoy. Photo by Laurie Mercer, Peafowl 
Today, January 2009

before he dies, you may get him out but 
chances are he will always be a cripple. It 
just lets us know how critical humidity is. 
You may want to invest in an automatic 
humidity system.

Now that you’ve got your incubator 
up and running...heat, air, and humidity at 
their proper levels, chicks developing in 
the eggs...counting down the days to the 
hatch...things running along on schedule, 
disaster strikes! If you haven’t experienced 
a power outage during hatching season, 
you’ve been very lucky. If faced with this 
problem, you can cover your incubator 
with a blanket or cloth and help maintain 
temperatures for almost 12 hours, and still 
save your hatch.

hatch than rooms with high humidity. 
Mike suggests that a digital hygrom-

eter is very helpful to check the humidity 
in the room used to incubate the eggs, but 
that there is another way, “You can watch 
the local weather forecasts to determine 
the humidity level. If the humidity is over 
what you are wanting in the incubator by 
5 degrees, remove the water pan. I can 
hear you now: remove the water pan?! In-
structions say to always keep water in the 
incubator at all times. But I think this is 
wrong if the air coming into the incubator 
is already over the recommended amount 
of humidity. If the weather report states 
the humidity is lower than needed, then 
put the water back in the incubator.”

Mike lost so many chicks when they 
died in the shell that he built an incubator 
room. He uses a dehumidifier to help re-
duce the relative humidity to 28 to 35%, as 
suggested on the digital hygrometer. With 
a water pan in the incubator, he covers the 
top a little at a time until he reaches the 
humidity reading he desires.

The climate you live in will obviously 
have an effect on humidity levels. Mike 
lives in Eastern Oklahoma, where the hu-
midity levels are high “most of the time.” 
In a year with very little humidity, he had 
a great hatch, with more than 400 chicks. 
The prior year when there was very high 
humidity levels, with all other methods 
the same, he ended with only around 150 
chicks hatching. 

Mike Johns tells us that one way to 
determine the effects of humidity on your 
hatch is to keep thorough records. This 
will help determine the best humidity set-
tings, and, as with all recordkeeping, ease 
decision making the following year, not 
only regarding humidity, but with all the 
steps taken during the hatch. A year from 
now, you will be glad for these details. 

Source: “Humidity & Hatching Peafowl 
Eggs,” by Mike Johns, originally pub-
lished in Peafowl Today, May/June 2002

For additional information on incu-
bation of peafowl see, “How to Success-
fully Incubate Peafowl Eggs” by Craig 
Hopkins, in the August/ September, 2010 
issue of Backyard Poultry or online at 
www.backyardpoultrymag.com; choose 
library egg, scroll to peafowl. 

For more information about raising 
peafowl, see the United Peafowl Associa-
tion’s website: www.peafowl.org or their 
ad on page 19.—Ed.
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JJeannette Beranger

alBc researchesearch & technical Programs manager

In January my work at American Livestock Breeds Con-n January my work at American Livestock Breeds Con-
servancy (ALBC) brought me to California to lecture at servancy (ALBC) brought me to California to lecture at 
the Ecofarm Conference in Monterey. As luck would have the Ecofarm Conference in Monterey. As luck would have 

it I had an extra day to take a little side trip to visit the noted it I had an extra day to take a little side trip to visit the noted 
waterfowl producer John Metzer at his farm in Gonzales, not waterfowl producer John Metzer at his farm in Gonzales, not 
far from conference site. Because ALBC continues to develop far from conference site. Because ALBC continues to develop 
the production selection materials for waterfowl, it was an op-the production selection materials for waterfowl, it was an op-
portunity not to be missed while in the area.portunity not to be missed while in the area.

John’s father had brought the hobby of waterfowl produc-John’s father had brought the hobby of waterfowl produc-
tion to the Metzer family over 30 years ago. When John gradu-tion to the Metzer family over 30 years ago. When John gradu-
ated from college, he thought he could turn his dad’s hobby into ated from college, he thought he could turn his dad’s hobby into 
a full time business, which he began in 1972. With much work, a full time business, which he began in 1972. With much work, 
his endeavor has proven successful and the farm has become his endeavor has proven successful and the farm has become 
one of the largest hatcheries for waterfowl in the U.S. Currently one of the largest hatcheries for waterfowl in the U.S. Currently 
Metzer Farms works with 17 breeds of duck including a number Metzer Farms works with 17 breeds of duck including a number 
of endangered breeds including Rouen, Khaki Campbell, Blue of endangered breeds including Rouen, Khaki Campbell, Blue 
Swedish, Buff, Cayuga, Welsh Harlequin, White Runner, Black Swedish, Buff, Cayuga, Welsh Harlequin, White Runner, Black 
Runner, Blue Runner, Chocolate Runner ducks. The 12 breeds Runner, Blue Runner, Chocolate Runner ducks. The 12 breeds 
of geese managed on the farm include the endangered Toulouse, of geese managed on the farm include the endangered Toulouse, 
Chinese, Pilgrim, Buff, African, and Roman Tufted and Classic Chinese, Pilgrim, Buff, African, and Roman Tufted and Classic 
Roman geese. Egg production on the farm ranges from a winter Roman geese. Egg production on the farm ranges from a winter 
time low of about 2,500 eggs per day to an impressive spring time low of about 2,500 eggs per day to an impressive spring 
high of about 7,000 eggs per day.high of about 7,000 eggs per day.

Upon arrival at the farm I was greeted by John at his office Upon arrival at the farm I was greeted by John at his office 
and we immediately began a tour of the facility, beginning with and we immediately began a tour of the facility, beginning with 
the incubation rooms. In 2008 new Jamesway incubators were the incubation rooms. In 2008 new Jamesway incubators were 
installed in the facility replacing the old incubators, some of installed in the facility replacing the old incubators, some of 
which were over 50 years old. The new incubators were a big which were over 50 years old. The new incubators were a big 

With Metzer Farms

step for the facility with each having the capacity to hold an step for the facility with each having the capacity to hold an 
enormous 35,000 eggs at a time! These incubators differed from enormous 35,000 eggs at a time! These incubators differed from 
the old ones in that they are used as “single stage” incubators. the old ones in that they are used as “single stage” incubators. 
This means that all of the eggs in each are of the same age and This means that all of the eggs in each are of the same age and 
are due to hatch together at the same time period. With this are due to hatch together at the same time period. With this 
system it is easier to manage the changing needs of eggs as they system it is easier to manage the changing needs of eggs as they 
mature without disrupting the needs of younger or older eggs mature without disrupting the needs of younger or older eggs 
that may be in the same incubator. John has been very pleased that may be in the same incubator. John has been very pleased 
with the new incubators and has seen a 4-18% increase in with the new incubators and has seen a 4-18% increase in 
hatchability with the most dramatic improvement being found hatchability with the most dramatic improvement being found 
with the hatchability of the geese eggs. To learn more about with the hatchability of the geese eggs. To learn more about 
single stage incubation results, read John’s article at http://www.single stage incubation results, read John’s article at http://www.
metzerfarms.com/Articles/SingleStageIncubation.pdf.metzerfarms.com/Articles/SingleStageIncubation.pdf.

As we finished touring the incubation facility we moved As we finished touring the incubation facility we moved 
out to the farm and were greeted by hundreds of ducklings on out to the farm and were greeted by hundreds of ducklings on 
pasture. The area was filled with Pekin ducklings whose bloodpasture. The area was filled with Pekin ducklings whose blood-
lines originated overseas in France. The Pekin is the breed most lines originated overseas in France. The Pekin is the breed most 
commonly used for meat in the U.S. and one of Metzer’s biggest commonly used for meat in the U.S. and one of Metzer’s biggest 
sellers. We moved from the Pekins to some of the areas that sellers. We moved from the Pekins to some of the areas that 
housed some of the rare breed ducks and where we came upon housed some of the rare breed ducks and where we came upon 
the largest groups of Buff and Swedish ducks I’d ever seen. the largest groups of Buff and Swedish ducks I’d ever seen. 
The Buff duck is an attractive, dual-purpose duck with laying The Buff duck is an attractive, dual-purpose duck with laying 
ability up to 150-220 eggs per year. It grows quickly and can be ability up to 150-220 eggs per year. It grows quickly and can be 
ready for market within 8-10 weeks. Its light pinfeathers do not ready for market within 8-10 weeks. Its light pinfeathers do not 
show on the plucked carcass so this breed makes for an excellent show on the plucked carcass so this breed makes for an excellent 
table bird. Swedish ducks are medium-sized birds that weigh table bird. Swedish ducks are medium-sized birds that weigh 
between 6-1/2 and 8 pounds. They provide well-flavored meat between 6-1/2 and 8 pounds. They provide well-flavored meat 
and up to 100-150 eggs per year. They are known to be a calm and up to 100-150 eggs per year. They are known to be a calm 
breed and are found in several colors including Blue, Black, breed and are found in several colors including Blue, Black, 
and Splash. The multiple colors arise due to heterozygosity in and Splash. The multiple colors arise due to heterozygosity in 
their color gene. With this in mind, if a Blue Swedish duck and their color gene. With this in mind, if a Blue Swedish duck and 
drake breed, the ducklings are typically 50% Blue, 25% Black, drake breed, the ducklings are typically 50% Blue, 25% Black, 
and 25% Splash. The American Poultry Association and 25% Splash. The American Poultry Association Standard of 
Perfection only allows for the Blue Swedish. The Buff duck is  only allows for the Blue Swedish. The Buff duck is 
listed as “threatened” and the Swedish is listed in the “watch” listed as “threatened” and the Swedish is listed in the “watch” 
category of ALBC’s Conservation Priority List (CPL).category of ALBC’s Conservation Priority List (CPL).

Beyond the duck enclosure, there were the pens that held Beyond the duck enclosure, there were the pens that held 
an impressive collection of geese ranging from the small an impressive collection of geese ranging from the small 

Pekin ducks on pasture at Metzer Farms in Gonzales, California. Pekin ducks on pasture at Metzer Farms in Gonzales, California. 
John Metzer has been specializing in waterfowl at his hatchery John Metzer has been specializing in waterfowl at his hatchery 
since 1972. Photos courtesy of Jeannette Beranger/ALBCsince 1972. Photos courtesy of Jeannette Beranger/ALBC

In 2008 John installed new Jamesway incubators. Each incubator In 2008 John installed new Jamesway incubators. Each incubator 
has the capacity to hold 35,000 eggs at a time.has the capacity to hold 35,000 eggs at a time.

Talking 
Waterfowl
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and delicate Chinese to the massive Dewlap Toulouse geese. and delicate Chinese to the massive Dewlap Toulouse geese. 
Chinese geese are among the best layers and are desirable Chinese geese are among the best layers and are desirable 
as “watchdogs” that will be the first animals on the farm to as “watchdogs” that will be the first animals on the farm to 
alert farmers of intruders on the property. This breed is in the alert farmers of intruders on the property. This breed is in the 
“watch” category of the CPL and is a popular choice for small “watch” category of the CPL and is a popular choice for small 
farms. At Metzer Farms they can be found in the Brown and farms. At Metzer Farms they can be found in the Brown and 
the White varieties.

An interesting breed included in the Metzer collection was An interesting breed included in the Metzer collection was 
a flock of Classic Roman geese that came from the noted wa-a flock of Classic Roman geese that came from the noted wa-
terfowl breeder, Dave Holderread. Over the years the Tufted terfowl breeder, Dave Holderread. Over the years the Tufted 
Roman has become more popular in North America but it is the Roman has become more popular in North America but it is the 
non-tufted, classic variety that is the original form of the breed. non-tufted, classic variety that is the original form of the breed. 
Few of this variety remain in the country and Metzer Farms is Few of this variety remain in the country and Metzer Farms is 
in the process of building numbers within their breeding flock in the process of building numbers within their breeding flock 
before they will be able to offer goslings for sale. Roman geese before they will be able to offer goslings for sale. Roman geese 
are considered critically endangered.are considered critically endangered.

Other rare breed geese on the farm included the Pilgrim and Other rare breed geese on the farm included the Pilgrim and 
the American Buff. Both of these breeds are American in origin the American Buff. Both of these breeds are American in origin 
and a great choice for backyard flocks. The Pilgrim goose is an and a great choice for backyard flocks. The Pilgrim goose is an 
auto-sexing breed meaning that males and females can be dis-auto-sexing breed meaning that males and females can be dis-
tinguished after hatching. Male goslings are silver-yellow with tinguished after hatching. Male goslings are silver-yellow with 
light-colored bills and females are olive-gray with darker bills. light-colored bills and females are olive-gray with darker bills. 
As adults the males are white and females are mostly brown-As adults the males are white and females are mostly brown-
ish gray with some white on their bodies and faces. American ish gray with some white on their bodies and faces. American 
Buffs are known for their gentle disposition. Because of the Buffs are known for their gentle disposition. Because of the 
light color of their pinfeathers, they dress out cleanly and make light color of their pinfeathers, they dress out cleanly and make 
a great table bird for the holidays. Both breeds are considered a great table bird for the holidays. Both breeds are considered 
critically endangered.critically endangered.

Visiting with John was a rare opportunity to see such num-Visiting with John was a rare opportunity to see such num-
bers of endangered waterfowl. As time grew short the visit bers of endangered waterfowl. As time grew short the visit 
came to an end and I was on my way back to North Carolina came to an end and I was on my way back to North Carolina 
but not without some great images and useful food for thought but not without some great images and useful food for thought 
on large scale incubation. 

To learn more about Metzer Farm visit www.metzerfarms.To learn more about Metzer Farm visit www.metzerfarms.
com or see page 69.m or see page 69.m

For more information on endangered waterfowl visit AmeriFor more information on endangered waterfowl visit Ameri-
can Livestock Breeds Conservancy (ALBC) at www.albc-usa.can Livestock Breeds Conservancy (ALBC) at www.albc-usa.
org or see their ad on page 6. The ALBC is a nonprofit membership  The ALBC is a nonprofit membership 
organization working to protect over 150 breeds of livestock and organization working to protect over 150 breeds of livestock and 
poultry from extinction.

The only magazine in America that celebrates the 
whole chicken (and other fowl)—for its 
beauty, its interest, its service to human-
ity as well as gastronomically. Backyard

Poultry salutes the whole chicken in 
all its wondrous forms and colors. Yes, 
it covers breeds, housing and manage-
ment—everything you’d expect to find 
in a professionally-produced magazine 
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Metzer Farms is in the process of building up the flock numbers of Metzer Farms is in the process of building up the flock numbers of 
the Classic Roman goose before they can be offered for sale. They the Classic Roman goose before they can be offered for sale. They 
are a small, active breed that do well in small pens or on pasture. are a small, active breed that do well in small pens or on pasture. 
The Classic Roman goose is considered critically endangered.The Classic Roman goose is considered critically endangered.

John’s flock of Blue Swedish breeder ducks. Note the Black Swedish John’s flock of Blue Swedish breeder ducks. Note the Black Swedish 
females and Silver, or Splashed, males. With this mating, 100% of females and Silver, or Splashed, males. With this mating, 100% of 
the offspring are the correct blue/gray color. If you mate a Blue the offspring are the correct blue/gray color. If you mate a Blue 
Swedish with another Blue Swedish, only 50% are the correct blue Swedish with another Blue Swedish, only 50% are the correct blue 
color—25% are silver and 25% are black. Blue Swedish ducks are color—25% are silver and 25% are black. Blue Swedish ducks are 
a good utility breed that matures slowly, provides well-flavored a good utility breed that matures slowly, provides well-flavored 
meat and 100 - 150 eggs per year. They are good foragers and have meat and 100 - 150 eggs per year. They are good foragers and have 
calm temperaments, making a good pet. calm temperaments, making a good pet. 
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If you have health related poultry
questions you’d like answered, send your 

questions to us at Backyard Poultry, 
Attn: Answer Man, 145 Industrial Dr., 
Medford, WI 54451 or e-mail to byp@

tds.net. We will try to include your ques-
tion in an upcoming issue. 

health:

Cedar Shavings Not
Recommended

I have heard that we should not use 
cedar shavings in the coop or brooder and 
that it can be bad for the birds’ health.

I’m new at raising chickens and 
certainly don’t want to use something 
dangerous for the birds.

Jenny W, Oregon

There were studies in the late 1960s 

towels or other non-slippery surface. 
Slippery surfaces, such as newspaper, can 
cause leg problems in chicks.—Ed.

Vent Gleet Easy to Treat
I have several Nankin hens that I 

think have vent gleet. They have nor-
mal poop but are always wet on their 
underside and there is a smell. A friend  
thought a squirt of hydrogen peroxide up 
the vent might solve the problem. If it is 
an infection of the reproductive tract it 
makes sense that that would work. Have 
you heard of this remedy? 

Do birds spread vent gleet to each 
other? Can males get it or only fe-
males? 

Elaine S., Virginia

If it is vent gleet, then a couple of 
sprays of betadine (an iodine solution) 
should work.  You should be able to find 
this at a pharmacy or from one of the 
mail-order vet supply houses.  

Vent gleet is basically a yeast infec-
tion.  I don’t know if the hydrogen perox-
ide would work.  It certainly might.

A couple of other comments: 
It likely can be transmitted to males 

that might be mating with the females.  It 
only seems to occur in an occasional bird, 
though, so I suspect it may be more of a fac-
tor of some other stress that is involved.

Also, make sure that the hens haven’t 
prolapsed.  This can also cause a lot of 
drainage and urates around the vent, 
but treatment for that is more difficult.  
If it is a prolapse, you will see pink to 
red tissue sticking out of the vent.  This 
is a part of the oviduct, usually, and it 
is usually pulled back in right after she 
lays an egg.

Hopefully, it is gleet, since that’s usu-
ally pretty easy to treat!

Fowl Pox 
Recenty my Dark Brahma rooster 

looked as if he’d been in a fight but I wasn’t 
sure as there were no bloody feet or marks. 
Then I thought he’d met up with a poison 
Bufo toad whose poison skin kills dogs 
here if the dogs lick them. These bulbous 

with small animals (rodents, mostly) that 
showed an increase in liver enzymes when 
the animals were raised on cedar shav-
ings. This increase is usually interpreted 
as a sign of toxicity, so it is assumed that 
the animals are dealing with the aromatic 
gases released by the cedar. Cedar and 
pine shavings are not suggested, then, 
as a bedding. It’s probably being overly 
cautious, but most people won’t use them, 
just in case.

Possibly another more important rea-
son is that some people can have allergic 
or asthmatic responses to the cedar. Some 
people who think they are allergic to the 
birds (or other pets) may actually be 
reacting to the shavings instead.

Additionally, when chicks are first 
placed in the brooder, shavings of any 
kind should not be used for the first few 
days as the chicks may accidentally eat 
the shavings when first learning to find 
feed. Instead, use a few layers of paper 
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pox had so covered his face that I thought 
he might never be able to see again. Two 
weeks later he’s as handsome as ever.

Then Mother Brown Leghorn’s face 
began to look the same way. Veterinarian 
Shannon Nakaya said it was pox brought 
on by mosquitoes! My hen was trying to 
raise 11 youngsters. All of them got it 
too. The internet says that once over it, 
chickens are immune to it for the rest of 
their lives and that it is not transferable 
between species. 

Fleur W., Hawaii

Fowl pox is a viral disease that is 
often spread by mosquitoes, or it can be 
spread directly from bird to bird.  It often 
causes lesions on the comb and the rest of 
the head.  As long as these lesions are on 
the outside skin, the bird can usually get 
over them in a couple of weeks and will 
be fine.  If they get inside the mouth and 
throat, then it can be more serious, as the 
birds may refuse to eat and drink.

Since it is viral, there’s not much you 
can do for the chickens, other than try to 
keep them comfortable while their body is 
fighting it off.  I have heard of people giv-
ing an aspirin solution if the pox lesions 
are in the mouth.  This is supposed to help 

encourage them to eat and drink. 
Mississippi State University offers 

the following aspirin solution on their 
website, http://msucares.com/poultry/dis-
eases/solutions.htm. Other health treat-
ments are also available on this site. 

Aspirin Solution
Used as a general treatment for reducing 

distress conditions of birds (fever or listless-
ness) that accompanies many diseases.

Dissolve five (5 grain) aspirin tablets 
in one gallon of water.

Offer this solution free-choice to the 
birds for the duration of an illness. The 
solution aspirin equivalent to 25 grains/
gallon or 324 mg/gallon of drinking 
water. The dosage rate is about 25 mg/lb 
body weight per day.

You can vaccinate the other chickens 
against this disease now and it may help 
prevent spread.  You can also vaccinate in 
the future if it continues to be a problem. 
Quarantining those that do have fowl 
pox might also help.  It is often spread 
by mosquitoes (or from bird to bird), so 
keeping the mosquito population down 
can help, too.

The severity of fowl pox lesions can vary 
from mild, as seen above, to very severe. 
Fortunately, most birds will get better in 
a few weeks. If the lesions are in a bird’s 
mouth or throat, it may refuse to eat or 
drink, causing additional problems. An 
aspirin/water solution can offer pain relief 
to the bird. Photos courtesy of Steve E. 
and Fleur W. 
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One of the greatest pleasures fol-
lowing my retirement from the 
profession of veterinary medi-

cine is to witness the caring and feeling 
towards animals develop in one of my 
grandchildren. Blake is 10 years of age, 
and, like his grandfather, loves his dog 
and cat, but most important, loves his 
chickens.

Recently, I gave him two frizzle 
bantams from my flock to introduce to 
his flock of 10 assorted chicken breeds. 
Although being lowest on the pecking 
order they mingled well and did not ap-
pear to be in any immediate danger. 

Unfortunately, that was not the case, 

Hard work and dedication by Lawrence 
and Blake pay off, as seen in this photo of 
Blake, holding a now-healthy Romeo.

Lawrence Friedman nursed this Frizzle chicken back to health after an illness of 
generalized subcutaneous emphysema (gas under skin). The bird is owned by his 
grandson Blake Cooper. Blake worked diligently along with Grandpa to save Romeo.

hours Romeo became, once again, more 
interested in his surroundings, his ap-
petite improved and I began to feel I 
could “uncross” my fingers. The sub-q 
emphysema took a full three weeks to 
completely absorb, but he is now back 
with his buddies.

Blake (as well as I) feel 10 feet tall. 
There is no greater feeling than that 
which comes from knowing we may have 
helped in saving a life.

Romeo, the frizzle rooster, suddenly 
began developing a generalized subcuta-
neous emphysema (gas under skin). This 
was apparent in the head around the eyes, 
wattle, and comb. It extended down the 
neck and was quite prominent along the 
abdomen. All appearances looked like a 
severe allergic reaction but that usually 
manifests as edema (fluid build up), this
was gas. The chicken’s physical appear-
ance and demeanor was quiet, reluctant 
to move about yet still willing to eat if 
hand fed.

In my 45 years of practice, I had 
witnessed this problem in only one other 
patient, a dog. At the time, it was diag-
nosed as gas gangrene usually caused 
by a clostridium sp. bacterium. Blake 
was beside himself in tears and I felt if 
we did nothing this bird would be dead 
within 24-48 hours. 

With little to lose we began a treat-
ment for clostridial infection. I dissolved 
a 500 mg. amoxicillin capsule in 10 cc’s 
of water and we began syringing a 40 
mg. dose by mouth three times daily. I 
have had little clinical experience with 
chickens so I simply extrapolated the 
dose down to something chicken size 
and with it all, still hoped for the best. 
Putting Blake in charge of home care we 
all began a 10-day nursing program for 
Romeo the rooster.

In the eyes of my grandson, I could 
not have asked for more. Within 48 

Amoxicillin	 Treatment	
SAVES	

Skin-Bloated	 Rooster

Certifi ed organic feeds to keep Certifi ed organic feeds to keep Certifi ed organic feeds to keep Certifi ed organic feeds to keep Certifi ed organic feeds to keep Certifi ed organic feeds to keep 

OrganicOrganicOrganicOrganicOrganicOrganicOrganicOrganicOrganic

To order call: 1-888-699-7088

See our feed online:
www.countrysidenatural.com

1688 Jefferson Hwy. • Fishersville, VA 22939
Natural Products for Healthy Soil, 

Plants, & Animals

 “Dress” your 
birds!

Whether they 
are chickens, 
ducks, geese 

or turkeys.

Easy Cleanup - No messy drums with 
sticky feathers to clean out.

Visit us online at:

www.schweisswelding.com

PO Box 477 • Fairfax, MN 55332
507-426-7828 • 507-828-0261

Plucks in just 30 seconds!
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The April/May 2011 cover winner is a 
photo of Alice Louise, a Danish Brown 
Leghorn hen and her chicks, by Fleur 
Weymouth, Hawaii. Fleur tells us, “I 
thought that broodiness had been bred 
out of the Leghorn breed, not so here!  
Alice Louise is walking about with her 11 
chicks this very minute; the handsomest 
little ones I ever saw.”

Photo Contest Rules Send Your Photos Today!
Each issue’s winner will be displayed in the 

position of honor— on the front cover of the magazine!
Photos must relate in some way to domesticated poultry or their products. 

No limit on number of entries. Attach your name, address, phone number or 
e-mail and photo caption or description to each photo (not on the front of the 
photo, please).

Backyard Poultry retains the right to publish and/or reproduce any and 
all photos submitted, in future issues or publicity, with or without mention 
of source.

To have your photos returned, please include a self-addressed stamped 
envelope.

Each issue’s winning entry will be placed in a gallery of finalists, to be 
announced annually in the February/March issue. First prize—$50; 2nd 
prize—$30; 3rd prize—$20.

Send your entry to: 
Backyard Poultry Photo Contest, 145 Industrial Dr., Medford, WI 54451; or 

e-mail photos in jpg format to byp@tds.net.

April/May 2011 • Family Album
Backyard Poultry

“Little Chicks All in a Row,”—Kristi 
Bair, West Virginia

“Anticipation.”  One-day-old chick waits 
for it’s sibling.—Kat Harris, Tennessee

“Our Barred Plymouth Rock chicks.”—
Joanna Lanning, Washington

“Our beloved Golden Retriever, Zephyr, with some Blue Laced Red Wyandotte chicks 
we hatched .”—Nichole Stockdale, California

“My Mallard duck, Molly, was setting 
on eggs this summer when they started 
hatching. The first five babies that came 
out were bantam chicks. She ended up 
with five bantams and then six days later 
the Mallard babies hatched. She was a 
good mom and took all of them as her 
babies.”—Colenette Mitchell, Kansas
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Painted Kingdom

Artist Cara Bevan of Trinity, North 
Carolina, was raised like many 
country folk. She lived on a farm 

for rescued animals, surrounded by pets 
of all kinds. She learned to treat them 
all like family and respect them for 
their uniqueness. So when she grew up 
and became a professional painter, she 
couldn’t ignore her passion. 

“I love all animals, from creepy 
crawly to cute and cuddly, but I admit 
that I have an affinity for birds. Espe-
cially chickens,” Cara says. Born in 1988, 
barnyard fowl were ever present on their 
32-acre property as she grew up. When a 
special enclosed aviary was built for the 
chickens, peacocks, ducks, guinea hens, 
and turkeys, Cara began to understand 
them for their true nature. “I discovered 
that chickens aren’t as dull as people take 
them for. They’re incredibly deep.”

In 2007, Cara started to paint in 
the style of her choice—photo-realistic 
acrylics. She’s mostly self-taught, with 
only high school learning and instruction 
classes on the side. “I prefer to learn on 
my own,” Cara admitted. “By practicing 
and observing, with a little help every now 
and then, I get more fulfillment from the 
learning process.” Cara does more than 
paint a pretty picture, though. She aims for 
a deeper meaning with her work.

“I learned early in life what most pet 
owners know—animals have diverse 
personalities. They’re as unique as we 
are, and catching that personality is just 
as important as getting their physical 
appearance right.” She recognized this 
particularly with her chickens, with 
a period in time she called the “Fowl 
Kingdom.” 

“In a span of 10 years, we had a battle 
for leadership in our aviary.” Cara noted 
that it began with her first two roosters, 
“Fowl King” and “Fowl Emperor.” A 

Poultry-Inspired Creations

large white rooster was a tyrant, while 
the Rhode Island Red was gentle, yet 
wouldn’t stand for the other’s aggres-
sion. They battled for territory often, with 
most battles ending in a draw. Two other 

Acrylic painter Cara Bevan with one of 
her real-life inspirations. 

Fowl King (left) and Fowl Emperor, two of Cara’s paintings, were inspired by roosters in her aviary. Cara strives to “catch the 
personality” of the animals she paints.

The Art of Poultry
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Feathered Jewels

Andie Cohen-Healy has something 
to crow about. As a former 20-year 
resident of New York City, her in-

volvement with chickens only went as 
far as to notice a meaty breast wrapped 
in cellophane in the supermarket. How-
ever, when she and her fiance moved 
to the Los Angeles area and bought a 
house, the seller’s gift of two wonderful 
chicks was all it took for her to become 
totally chicken-obsessed. 

“When it came time to get married, 
we would have loved for the ‘girls’ to 
be a part of our ceremony…at least in 
theory the idea seemed cute.” However, 
logistically and in terms of sanity, Andie 
had to come up with something different 
to express their affection for her flock, 
which had now grown to five (a Silver 
Laced Wyandotte, a Rhode Island Red, 
a Golden Laced Wyandotte, an Araucana 
and a Barred Plymouth Rock). 

Andie fashioned a beautiful bridal 
headpiece out of silk flowers and their 
chickens’ feathers (and a smattering of 
turkey and ostrich feathers too). 

People went crazy over the unique 
and elegant headpiece, worn in place of and elegant headpiece, worn in place of 

a traditional veil. Her maid of honor also 
wore one for the reception. 

Based on the overwhelming response 
to her design, Andie says, “It sparked the 
idea to start making, collecting and selling 
one-of-a-kind feathered headpieces, in-
cluding combs, clips, hats, headbands and 
veils, for special occasions like weddings, 
parties, graduations, proms, birthdays, you 
name it....even for everyday wear.” 

Soon the project took on a life of its 
own and her headpieces—featuring every 

roosters came and went, but the battle 
continued. The kingdom came tumbling 
down when a Buff Orpington rooster, 
that started as a hen and was thus named 
He-she, arrived. He tore the kingdom 
apart, killing both ruling roosters and 
two peacocks in his rage. This dynamic 
is what inspired her “Fowl Kingdom” 
portrait series. 

Cara strives to paint her roosters and 
chickens with the intention of telling 
a story and proving they’re more than 
just birds. “I hope to enlighten others 
about how deep their personalities are. 
They feel rage, joy, and sorrow just like 
everyone else.” Plus, Cara says, chickens 
are too beautiful to ignore.

Although Cara’s business, called “Art 
from the Heart,” was just started in 2008, 
she’s well on her way to painting a new 
world for barnyard fowl. The 22-year-old 
has painted five rooster portraits in the 
six part series and has many hen portraits 
planned. She has a lot of work ahead of 
her, including painting the other feathered 
friends in her aviary.

Cara will work with a photo of your 
bird (or other animal) to create your 
memories of a lifetime. To purchase 
current works or discuss a personal 
painting, you can visit www.carabevan.
com, e-mail her at NobleD9C@aol.com, 
or write to her at 4857 Hoover Hill Rd., 
Trinity, NC 27370. 

Along with painting, Cara Bevan 
writes, sculpts, crafts, and makes digital 
artwork. She owns the website www.
carabevan.com and participates in vari-
ous art websites such as Deviantart.com 
and FineArtAmerica.com. 

Cara paints many other birds and 
animals, including this stunning peacock 
titled Big Blue.

Andie Cohen-Healy’s bridal headpiece was created out of her chickens’ feathers (along Andie Cohen-Healy’s bridal headpiece was created out of her chickens’ feathers (along 
with other plumes) for her wedding. On her website it is known as the “Annie” piece.with other plumes) for her wedding. On her website it is known as the “Annie” piece.

The “Lori” pink straw hat with vintage 
pink petals, marabou feathers and pearls.pink petals, marabou feathers and pearls.
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Vintage Pleasures

Ginny Weir, owner of Handcrafted 
at Wit’s End, offers a variety of 
purses and totes she makes from 

vintage feed sacks. These products are 
handmade in her studio—a circa 1902 
summer kitchen behind her house. 

They’re popular with recycling/upcy-
cling fans as well as poultry enthusiasts. 
Lehman’s Hardware carries them as well 
as several other shops. Find more products 
and information at www.ginnymae.etsy.
com, e-mail Virginia Weir at ginnymae1@
sbcglobal.net, or write to Ginny at 219 N. 
First St., Pacific, MO 63069.

kind of feather imaginable—are now avail-
able on her website: www.TheFeathered-
Head.com. “Some of the pieces include 
vintage jewelry and some are modern, 
but the idea is that anything beautiful and 

feathered that you can wear on your head 
goes into the collection,” says Andie.

Excited at being featured in Backyard 
Poultry, Andie is offering two subscriber-

Like Cara Bevan, Andie Cohen-Healy got her inspiration for her art from her feathered 
friends, some of which she inherited with the purchase of her home in California. So 
enamored by them, Andie wanted to be able to include them in her wedding. Unable to 
find a sensible way to make this work, she used some of the birds’ feathers as part of 
her bridal headpiece.

only discounts. As a special service to 
Backyard Poultry readers, she will individ-
ually create custom-made headpieces out of 
feathers from your poultry.  Andie promises 
to create something completely personal, 
unique and stunning for any occasion. “I 
will consult with clients to discuss style and 
color scheme so that it’s perfectly tailored 
to their event. Pricing will be determined 
after the initial consultation." 

 To see the headpieces that are cur-
rently available, please visit the website at 
www.TheFeatheredHead.com. Backyard 
Poultry readers will also receive a spe-
cial 10%-off discount until May 1 (enter 
discount code BYP311 at checkout). If 
you would like to discuss a customized 
piece featuring your own poultry feathers, 
please contact Andie at info@TheFeath-
eredHead.com, or write to: The Feathered 
Head, PO Box 92804, Pasadena, CA 
91109. Be sure to include a note that you 
read about her in Backyard Poultry.

The beauty of peacocks often play a role 
in art, as seen in Andie’s “Samara” piece 
as well as Cara’s painting (page 70).

Hatch your own chicks
Easy to use. Affordable. 

Quality incubators since 1978
Full line of incubators and brooders 

with a two-year warranty

Toll free 
888-667-7009 or 
321-267-7009 for 

FREE color catalog

www.brinsea.com The Incubation SpecialistsSe habla 
español One of the handbags Ginny Weir created 

from vintage feed sacks.
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The “Diamond Natural” Free Range Hutch 
• Self contained to safely house 4-10 hens 
• Crafted from solid finished Douglas Fir 
• 4 Sturdy lift handles to allow the hutch to be easily moved. 
• Waterproof composite roof 
• Fast clean up with easy access door 
• 8” Wide ramp with runners 
• Extended dual nest box 

For more information, contact our distributor at High Country Plastics 
800-388-3617

Or visit the website 
www.highcountryplastics.com

 
www.animalsuppliesinternational.com 

The “Deuce Natural” Free Range Hutch 
• Self contained to safely house 4-6 hens 
• Crafted from solid finished Douglas Fir 
• Waterproof composite roof 
• Fine coated mesh wire keeps hens safe 
• Slotted wood floor for bird comfort 
• Dual roost box inside living area 

The “Starter ” Chicken or Small Animal Hutch 
• Self contained to safely house 2-3 small hens, rabbits or 

guinea pigs 
• Crafted from solid finished Douglas Fir 
• Fine wire mesh keeps animals safe 
• Waterproof composite roof 
• Easy access lift lid on roof and nest box 
• Perfect for small spaces 

CATCH THE BACKYARD CHICKEN FEVER! 

 
• Available in 1 inch wide or   inch wire for smaller birds 
• Acid dipped and powder coated grey to resist rust 
• 6’ X 10’ X 6’ 
• 12 panels – easy assembly 
• 2 separate locking doors to prevent escape 
• 20 inch predator proof solid panels 
• 4 panels on top 
• Vinyl cover included 
• Plenty of room for nest boxes and feeding equipment 
• Suitable for many breeds of birds 
• Additional kits available for expansion or separation 

High Quality Poultry Pen or Aviary 
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Doris ann george

virginia

This is a story about Jacob and his backyard flock of his is a story about Jacob and his backyard flock of 
chickens. Jacob lives on a small farm with his parents chickens. Jacob lives on a small farm with his parents 
and an older brother in a rural setting in Virginia. He and an older brother in a rural setting in Virginia. He 

is nine years old and attends a Community Christian School. is nine years old and attends a Community Christian School. 
He is a 4-H member and is active in the youth group of his He is a 4-H member and is active in the youth group of his 
church. This past summer, Jacob showed cattle, hogs, and church. This past summer, Jacob showed cattle, hogs, and 
poultry at the county fair. poultry at the county fair. 

Jacob added Ameraucana chickens to his flock for the colored Jacob added Ameraucana chickens to his flock for the colored 
eggs. At his church auction, he donated a dozen eggs, expecting eggs. At his church auction, he donated a dozen eggs, expecting 
to fetch about $5 for these eggs. When the auctioneer had Jacob to fetch about $5 for these eggs. When the auctioneer had Jacob 
bring his eggs up for the crowd to see, the real bidding began. bring his eggs up for the crowd to see, the real bidding began. 
The final bid on that dozen eggs was $275!The final bid on that dozen eggs was $275!

One of Jacob’s best friends, Ralph, helped him get started in One of Jacob’s best friends, Ralph, helped him get started in 
chickens by giving him his flock of Leghorns. Here they clean the chickens by giving him his flock of Leghorns. Here they clean the 
birds for competition in the county fair. He won several prizes birds for competition in the county fair. He won several prizes 
and Grand Champion in the 4-H class on a White Leghorn hen.and Grand Champion in the 4-H class on a White Leghorn hen.

Jacob says he has two best friends: First there is Ralph, who Jacob says he has two best friends: First there is Ralph, who 
is 73 years old and helped Jacob to start his backyard flock. Then is 73 years old and helped Jacob to start his backyard flock. Then 
there is Charlie, a neighbor that is 80 years old. Lots of days you there is Charlie, a neighbor that is 80 years old. Lots of days you 
can find Jacob sitting on the porch talking to Charlie or on the can find Jacob sitting on the porch talking to Charlie or on the 
phone talking to Ralph about a chicken that doesn’t look just right phone talking to Ralph about a chicken that doesn’t look just right 
or what to do with the peeps that he has just hatched.or what to do with the peeps that he has just hatched.

In the spring of 2010 when his friend Ralph decided to In the spring of 2010 when his friend Ralph decided to 
eliminate his flock after the severe winter we had, and Jacob eliminate his flock after the severe winter we had, and Jacob 
wanted to get a few chickens of his own, it seemed only fit-wanted to get a few chickens of his own, it seemed only fit-
ting to give Jake his Rosecomb White Leghorns. But Jacob ting to give Jake his Rosecomb White Leghorns. But Jacob 
wanted to increase his flock and add some Ameraucanas so he wanted to increase his flock and add some Ameraucanas so he 
could have colored eggs. So, we found someone that had eggs could have colored eggs. So, we found someone that had eggs 
for hatching. The gentleman that provided the hatching eggs for hatching. The gentleman that provided the hatching eggs 
passed on to his reward two weeks later, and his widow then passed on to his reward two weeks later, and his widow then 
gave Jacob the chickens.

On June 26, our church had a benefit auction to raise funds On June 26, our church had a benefit auction to raise funds 
to build a picnic pavilion, and Jacob said he would like to donate to build a picnic pavilion, and Jacob said he would like to donate 
a dozen colored eggs. He had been checking prices in a local a dozen colored eggs. He had been checking prices in a local 
trader publication and told the auctioneer that he thought they trader publication and told the auctioneer that he thought they 
would be able to get about $5 for them. It was the highlight of would be able to get about $5 for them. It was the highlight of 
the auction! The auctioneer asked Jacob to come up and hold the auction! The auctioneer asked Jacob to come up and hold 
his eggs up for the crowd to see. The bidding went on a little his eggs up for the crowd to see. The bidding went on a little 
longer than usual for the eggs with different ones getting in on longer than usual for the eggs with different ones getting in on 
the bid and the auctioneer stalling to get more money. When the the bid and the auctioneer stalling to get more money. When the 
bidding was finally over this dozen eggs brought $275. What a bidding was finally over this dozen eggs brought $275. What a 
great donation to the fundraiser from this youngster.great donation to the fundraiser from this youngster.

Jacob decided to increase his flock a little more, so he Jacob decided to increase his flock a little more, so he 
enlisted the help of his grandfather, who owns a construction enlisted the help of his grandfather, who owns a construction 
company, along with other family members to help him to build company, along with other family members to help him to build 
a chicken house. Now it was time for the county fair, so he got a chicken house. Now it was time for the county fair, so he got 
his friend Ralph to help choose the show quality chickens that his friend Ralph to help choose the show quality chickens that 
he should enter and to help him wash them in preparation for he should enter and to help him wash them in preparation for 
the show. He won several prizes and a Grand Champion in the the show. He won several prizes and a Grand Champion in the 
4-H class on a White Leghorn hen. 

Jacob’s backyard flock is still growing and numbers about Jacob’s backyard flock is still growing and numbers about 
35 presently. He has names for most of the chickens.He has names for most of the chickens.

Friendships Develop Through 
Poultry Keeping

A Boy and His Chickens
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amy sWanson

california

The day our little chicks arrived via special delivery—
a box full of chirping chicks—I never imagined that 
my son, Abel, was not only welcoming his 11th year 

birthday present, but was also receiving a gift of education 
that would last a lifetime. 

The lessons began in a simple manner, elementary observa-
tions about the habits and quirks of chicks: “Well, those chicks 
like to poop on my hands;” “Those chicks simply love to step 
on each other’s heads;” “Oh my, those chicks are nasty peck-
ers;” “They like to sleep on top of their poop, Mom; they just 
do, but that’s okay with me.”

Pretty soon, the chicks migrated outdoors to their new home 
and their “condo” became a chick heaven filled with a happy flock 
of six chicks enjoying their new playground—and my son hasn’t 
stopped being mesmerized by his flock of birds and learning to care 
for them. My husband and I have always had chickens around our 
house and have known them to be friendly creatures, but nothing 
compares to the way my son has tamed his chickens.

Every morning, as soon as he wakes up, his first morning 
activity involves a visit outdoors to the chicken pen. Offering 
his hens a morning greeting, he perches on a stool and cuddles 
each on his lap, one by one, petting and cooing them. He spies 
on the hens as the day goes by and he can actually determine the 
exact time each egg is deposited. He’s intimately familiar with 
the shape, size, freckle and blemish of each one. One morning, 
I couldn’t find my son, and after calling for him several times, I 
witnessed his long arms and legs crawling out of the chicken’s 
roosting box! On other days, he lets the hens shuffle around 
our yard, and they follow him like some kind of pied piper, 
and like a pirate, he walks around with a chicken, perched like 
a parrot, on each shoulder and on his head, perfectly content 

Lessons From the Coop:

and balanced. He 
shares kisses with 
the hens.

With a yard full 
of chickens, inju-
ries are bound to 
happen. Medical 
problems become 
opportunities for 
a different kind of 
learning. One day 
we discovered our 
hen’s foot bleeding 
from a gash under 
her long nail, and as 
the afternoon wore 
on, the bleeding 
wouldn’t stop. My 
son’s voice pleaded 
from the coop, beg-
ging me, “Mom, he might die from blood loss; we need to 
take Puffy to the doctor!” Instead, I instructed him to find the 
solution to the problem on his own. It took three attempts, 
but he finally managed to concoct a suitable bandage around 
Puffy’s little toe—one that couldn’t be torn off with a sharp 
beak. It wasn’t long before Puffy was just limping around 
her coop with a big roll of white gauze hindering her chicken 
walk. Problem solved. 

At times, my son even applies his new knowledge about 
chickens in unusual contexts. I picked him up from school 
one day and heard some unexpected and lavish praise from 
his teacher about his performance in the classroom. On our 
walk home, my son came up with this analogy: “Mom, it’s 
like I’m the chicken egg, and I’m sitting under the hen. If 
the egg goes out from under the hen, it gets cold and stops 
growing. But this egg [pointing at himself and puffing out 
his chest] is getting nice and warm, and feels like it’s about 
to hatch.”

Abel’s identity is being re-shaped in a new way. His chick-
ens are thriving, and he’s even making a little income from sell-
ing his eggs to the neighbors. One particular day, I introduced 
my son to one of my new friends, “This is my son, Abel.” He 
reached out, shook my friend’s hand and said, with all sincer-
ity, “Yes, I’m Abel and I am quite a little farmer.” I just had 
to laugh—he was really serious. That’s how he sees himself 
now. All his learning and experiences with our backyard city 
coop has given my son a whole new identity and a confidence 
in himself that he never had before. 

Abel Swanson has, like 
most of us, fallen in love 
with his flock of chickens, 
but they have also given 
him a new identity and 
a sense of confidence he 
never had before.

The Swanson’s chicken coop houses six chicks in a town in 
California. Son, Abel, is the caretaker of the birds. 

An “Able” Chicken Farmer
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AMERICAS LARGEST PHEASANT FARM

MacFarlane Pheasants, Inc.
Janesville, Wisconsin 53546  • Est. 1929

www.pheasant.com
chicksales@pheasant.com

Chinese Ringneck
Manchurian Ringneck

Kansas Ringneck
Melanistic Mutant

Chukar/Redleg Partridge 
Available!

Hen Chicks 
500+...20¢ Each • 1000+...15¢

800-345-8348

Over 
1.4 Million

Hatched 
In 2010

National Delivery...
Guaranteed!

HENS • STRAIGHT RUN • COCKS
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Gertrude McCluck,  ChickenGertrude McCluck,  Chicken
i n  C h a r g e  i n  C h a r g e  i s  a s s i s t e d  b yi s  a s s i s t e d  b y
chicken wrangler Cyndi Gernhart.chicken wrangler Cyndi Gernhart.
F i n d  o u t  m o r e  a b o u tF i n d  o u t  m o r e  a b o u t
Gertrude and her book series forGertrude and her book series for
children and other fun activities at: children and other fun activities at: 
www.GertrudeMcCluck.netwww.GertrudeMcCluck.net

1.    WRITE your caption idea on a piece of paper. your caption idea on a piece of paper.
2. MAIL it along with your name and address to Baack Talk,  it along with your name and address to Baack Talk,  it along with your name and address to Baack Talk, 
15154 W 231st St., Spring Hill, KS 66083 15154 W 231st St., Spring Hill, KS 66083 OR E-MAIL suggestion to  suggestion to 
Cyndi@GertrudeMcCluck.net before April 15. Selection for publication in a Cyndi@GertrudeMcCluck.net before April 15. Selection for publication in a Cyndi@GertrudeMcCluck.net before April 15. Selection for publication in a 
future issue will be at the discretion of future issue will be at the discretion of Backyard PoultryBackyard Poultry. Name and state will . Name and state will 
be printed with response unless otherwise requested.be printed with response unless otherwise requested.

A few favorites from 
February/March 2011 Issue:

• “Bertha doesn’t take losing well.”• “Bertha doesn’t take losing well.”—Julie 
Bailey, Kansas

• “Come on, Alice! Try to keep your head • “Come on, Alice! Try to keep your head 
in the game.”in the game.”—Roy Smith, Ohio

• “Really!! When I said, ‘Open a vent in • “Really!! When I said, ‘Open a vent in 
here’ I was just kidding.”here’ I was just kidding.”—Jeffrey R. Latour, 
Massachusetts

• “Hey that's fowl play!!!!!”• “Hey that's fowl play!!!!!”—Palmer boys, 
Iowa

• “As soon as Henrietta here poops out • “As soon as Henrietta here poops out 
the game piece she ate, it'll be my turn.”the game piece she ate, it'll be my turn.”— 
J Brian Long, TennesseeJ Brian Long, Tennessee

• “Couldn’t we’ve played Yahtzee? I’m • “Couldn’t we’ve played Yahtzee? I’m 
a bit of a bird-brain at Trivial Pursuit.”a bit of a bird-brain at Trivial Pursuit.”—
Rebecca M., MontanaRebecca M., Montana

 Hello, Poultry Pals!
 Birthdays are a special day, but it seems like we celebrate some chick, duck  Birthdays are a special day, but it seems like we celebrate some chick, duck 
or goose’s hatching every day this time of year. While I’m no spring chicken or goose’s hatching every day this time of year. While I’m no spring chicken 
anymore, I blew out another candle last month myself and Babs made me anymore, I blew out another candle last month myself and Babs made me 
a cake made from scratch. To mark the occasion I have a present for all the a cake made from scratch. To mark the occasion I have a present for all the 
Junior C.I.C.’s out there: a NEW online Gertrude McCluck game! And best of Junior C.I.C.’s out there: a NEW online Gertrude McCluck game! And best of 
all, it’s FREE! Warning: This one will keep you scrambling as you try to catch all, it’s FREE! Warning: This one will keep you scrambling as you try to catch 
freshly laid eggs in a basket before they crack on the coop floor. Dump the freshly laid eggs in a basket before they crack on the coop floor. Dump the 
eggs into the incubator before the basket overflows. To play, go to my websiteeggs into the incubator before the basket overflows. To play, go to my website
(www.gertrudemccluck.net) and click on “Gertrude’s Fun and Games.” (www.gertrudemccluck.net) and click on “Gertrude’s Fun and Games.” 
 A wise fellow once said, “Our birthdays are feathers in the broad wing of time.”  A wise fellow once said, “Our birthdays are feathers in the broad wing of time.” 
If that’s true, I hope you enjoy many birthdays but never molt! Whether you were If that’s true, I hope you enjoy many birthdays but never molt! Whether you were 
welcomed into this world in a nest, incubator or hospital, may you be surrounded by welcomed into this world in a nest, incubator or hospital, may you be surrounded by 
friends and family (feathered or otherwise) when you add another feather into time’s friends and family (feathered or otherwise) when you add another feather into time’s 
wing this year.
 Keep your shanks shaking, Gertrude McCluck, C.I.C. Keep your shanks shaking, Gertrude McCluck, C.I.C.

Baack Talk What do YOU think What do YOU think 
this hen is thinking?this hen is thinking?

What is this
Chicken
singing?

What isWhat is
this chickenthis chicken

saying?saying?

Fun Facts: 
• Not many events give as much cause 
for excitement as hatching day. While 
changes in heat and humidity can change 
when a chick is ready to hatch, the
average number of days for an egg to 
hatch is: chicken and quail eggs-21 days, 
turkey and duck-28 days, goose-30 days 
and the mighty Muscovy duck takes the 
longest at 35 days. It could be worse: emu 
eggs take 50 days to hatch! 
• A hatching chick will make a pip hole 
through the shell using its egg tooth. An 
egg tooth is a tiny sharp point on the end 
of a chick’s beak that falls off in the first 
few days after hatching. The pip hole lets 
the chick breath fresh air.
• After it rests for a few hours, the chick 
will turn itself counterclockwise in the 
shell, pecking with the egg tooth to crack 
the shell until it can push with its feet 
and shoulders to break free. It barely 
resembles the fluffy, peeping chick it’ll 
become in a few hours
but the exhausted
and wet bird is a
most beautiful sight
to its caretaker.
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Backyard Poultry Breeders Directory
Have birds for sale? Advertise in the Backyard Poultry Breeders Directory for less than $4.50 a month. Your ad 
will be seen by more than 75,000 poultry enthusiasts who read every issue. Fill out the order form and return it today!

Associations

Ameraucana

Cochins

Araucana

Buckeye

Chantecler

Game Birds

PeafowlDominique

Guineas

Jersey Giants

Aseel

AMERAUCANA BREEDERS CLUB. New members 
receive a Handbook & quarterly Bulletins and are 
eligible for club awards. Yearly dues are $10/junior, 
$12/individual and $18/family. <Ameraucana.org> 
Michael Muenks, Secretary/Treasurer, 33878 Hwy 
87, California, MO 65018-3911.

AMERICAN BRAHMA CLUB, Kim Aldrich, 
Sec./Treas., 12948 Ring Rd., St. Charles, MI 
48655. 989-865-6702.<kima53@sbcglobal.net> 
<http://theamericanbrahmaclub.org/default.htm>. 
Promoting the Majestic Ones! USA & Canada Mem-
bership dues: Adults/Partnership/Farm $15/yr., US 
Juniors $10/yr., all other memberships $30/yr.

A M E R I C A N  S U M AT R A A S S O C I AT I O N , 
<http://sumatraassociation.com> Membership Dues: 
$10/yr., $18 for 2 yrs. or $25 for 3 yrs. Four newsletters 
per year. Club awards for show participants. Breeders 
list. Doug Akers, 300 S. 400 W., Lebanon, IN 46052. 

ARAUCANA CLUB OF AMERICA. Promoting the 
tufted, rumpless, blue egg laying Araucana. $20.00 
annual dues includes quarterly newsletter, breeders 
guide, and Araucana Handbook. Mail inquiries to: 
Araucana Club of America, 207 Pickens Drive, Pend-
leton, South Carolina 29670-9727. Visit our website 
and forum: <www.araucana.net>

COCHIN’S INTERNATIONAL CLUB, Jamie Matts Sec/
Treas., 283 State Hwy. 235, Harpursville, NY 13787. 
607-725-7390. <mattsjt@aol.com> Three newsletters 
a year and a breeder’s directory promoting Cochin’s, 
both Bantam & Large Fowl. Adult membership $15 
a year, Youth $7.50.

DOMINIQUE CLUB OF AMERICA. Boosting 
America’s Oldest Breed Since 1973. Large fowl and 
bantam. $10.00 annual dues. Contact: Daniel Handley, 
Treasurer, 965 Ralph McGill Blvd. N.E., Atlanta, GA 
30306. <Daniel.Handley@verizonbusiness.com> 
<www.dominiqueclub.org>

EASTERN IOWA POULTRY ASSOCIATION, 
<www.easterniowapoultryshow.com> Show date 
November 27-28, 2010. 

GUINEA FOWL BREEDERS ASSOCIATION. GFBA 
will encourage, support, and educate people as 
to the benefits in raising guinea fowl and provide 
information and support to those who own or plan to own 
them. <www.gfba.org> <www.guineafowl.com>

PALM BEACH COUNTY POULTRY FANCIERS 
ASSOCIATION, Marie Reddy, Newsletter/Web Site, 
2191 Pepper Rd., West Palm Beach, FL 33415. <www.
poultryfanciers.com> A dedicated group of poultry breed-
ers and enthusiasts that believe in the advancement of 
poultry breeding and exhibition. Dues are $20/yr.  

WYANDOTTE BREEDERS OF AMERICA, David 
Lefeber, Sec./Treas., 8648 Irish Ridge Rd., Cassville, 
WI 53806-9616. 608-725-2179. <dottestuff@yahoo.
com> <www.wyandottebreedersofamerica.net>

Michigan
ChickHatchery.com, John W. Blehm, 4599 Lange 
Rd., Birch Run, MI 48415-8137. Bantam chickens: 
buff, lavender, silver & wheaten Ameraucana. Large 
fowl chickens: buff, lavender, silver, black & wheaten 
Ameraucana and partridge & buff Chantecler.

South Carolina
RAMEY FARM, Gary L Ramey, 440 Surrey Race 
Rd., Salley, SC 29137. <geareduplyn@msn.com> 

<www.rameyfarm.com> 408-205-8150. Quality true 
Ameraucana chicks. Hatching and shipping weekly.

South Carolina
RAMEY FARM, Gary L Ramey, 440 Surrey Race Rd., 
Salley, SC 29137. 408-205-8150. <geareduplyn@
msn.com> <www.rameyfarm.com> True rumpless 
Araucana chicks. Hatching and shipping weekly.

Wisconsin
HAWKIN HILL FARM, Jeff Singer, 762 8th Ave., 
Clayton, WI 54004. 612-242-4765. <jeffugee1@msn.
com> Hatching eggs, chicks, started birds. 

Pennsylvania
GREEN VALLEY STABLES, Joe Ambrose, PO Box 
511, Vanderbilt, PA 15486. <admin@thegreenvalley 
stables.com> <www.thegreenvalleystables.com> 100% 
Pure Aseel and Red Jungle Fowl hatching eggs. 

Kentucky
PATHFINDERS FARM, P.O. Box 35, Wil-
l i a m s t o w n ,  K Y 4 1 0 9 7 .  8 5 9 - 8 0 1 - 6 0 8 1 . 
<info@americanbuckeyepoultryclub.com> <www.
pathfindersfarm.com/Buckeyes> Exhibition Quality 
Buckeyes in large fowl and bantam. Chicks and started 
birds, occasionally hatching eggs. 

Ohio
JASON & ROBIN RAU, 3684 McLean Rd., Franklin, 
OH 45005. 937-743-9039. <RobinRau@gmail.com> 
Hatching eggs, day old chicks & adults. Breeder 
Since 2002: Brown/Rau Standards & Bantams. Also 
Shamos. 

Michigan
ChickHatchery.com, John W. Blehm, 4599 Lange 
Rd., Birch Run, MI 48415-8137. Large fowl chickens: 
partridge & buff Chantecler and buff, lavender, silver, 
black & wheaten Ameraucana. Bantam chickens: buff, 
lavender, silver & wheaten Ameraucana.

New York
JAMIE’S COCHIN COLLECTION,  Jamie 
Matts, 283 State Hwy. 235, Harpursville, NY 
13787. 607-725-7390. <mattsj t@aol.com> 
<www.jamiescochincollection.cochinsrule.com>

Georgia
BOB’S BIDDIES, Bob Berry, 2155 Weaver Dr., Ray 
City, GA 31645. 229-455-6437. <bobsbiddies@
live.com> <www.bobsbiddies.webs.com> We offer 
chicks. Disabled person’s business looking to grow. 
Great breeding stock. NPIP Certified. We sex and 
ship year round. Rhode Island Red, Dominique & 
Buff Orphington.

Ohio
STICHLER’S POULTRY FARM, Mike Stichler, 1120 
State Rt. 603, Greenwhich, OH 44837. 419-565-
3197. <stichlers@zoominternet.net> Dominique & 

Rosecomb Rhode Island Red Large Fowl. Will ship 
chicks or pickup at farm.

Indiana
WOODSIDE AVIARY, James Kotterman, Peru, 
Indiana. 765-985-2805. Pheasant enthusiasts check 
this out! Displaying full color the Golden Pheasant, 
Ghigi Golden, Lady Amherst, Silvers, Swinhoe. Also 
Temminck Tragopan & Brown Eared. Give me a call 
and we’ll talk about the birds!

Maine
MID-COAST MAINE BIRD FARM, Scott O’Brien, PO 
Box 243, Jefferson, ME 04348. 207-549-5473. Quail: 
Bobwhite, Valley, Gambel’s, Blue Scaled, Mountain, 
Benson and African Harlequin. I ship hatching eggs, 
started and adult birds. Send SASE for price list.

Minnesota
OAKWOOD GAME FARM, INC., PO Box 274, 
P r i n c e t o n ,  M N  5 5 3 7 1 .  8 0 0 - 3 2 8 - 6 6 4 7 . 
<oakwoodgamefarm.com> We sell day-old pheasant 
and chukar partridge chicks and eggs.

Wisconsin
PURELY POULTRY, Tyler Danke, PO Box 466, 
Fremont, WI 54940. 800-216-9917, 920-472-4068. 
<Chicks@PurelyPoultry.com> <www.PurelyPoultry.
com>Wild Turkeys: Eastern, Rio Grande, Merriams, 
Osceola, Pheasants: Chinese Ringneck, Kansas Ring-
neck, Jumbo Ringneck, Manchurian Cross Ringneck, 
Melanistic Mutant. Mallard Ducks. Chukar Redleg 
Partridge. Quail: Bobwhite, Coturnix, Guineas.

Iowa
WINTERS GUINEA FARM, Ralph Winter, 21363 
White Pine Ln., New Vienna, IA 52065. 563-853-4195. 
<www.guineafarm.com> <rwinter@guineafarm.com> 
Guinea fowl, Peafowl.

Indiana
MARIA’S JERSEY GIANTS striving for “Quality” 
over “Quantity” Blue, Black, Splash eggs, chicks, 
started birds, adults. Rhode Island Red Bantams, 
Guineas. Shipping. Maria Hall, 812-752-7825. Indiana. 
<www.mariasjerseygiants.com> <MHbluegiants4u@
aol.com> 

Ohio
JOHNSON JERSEY GIANTS, Tim Johnson, 17650 W. 
Poe Rd., Weston, OH 43569. 419-353-0424. Black Jer-
sey Giants large fowl. Also New Hampshire Bantams.

 
Iowa
THE PEACOCK INFORMATION CENTER, Dennis 
Fett, 24783 330 St., Minden, IA 51553. 712-483-2473. 
<peafowlmail@peafowl.com> <www.peafowl.com> 
Peahen eggs, Peacock DVDs. 

Kansas
BLUE VALLEY EXOTIC ORNAMENTAL BIRD 
FARM,1002 Harvest Rd., Marysville, KS 66508. 
<bvexoticbirds@bluevalley.net> <www.bvexoticbirds.
com> Phone/Fax:785-562-5258.  Java Green Peafowl 
(muticus muticus). Hatching eggs, chicks & mature 
birds. We sell a full line of equipment needs to hatch 
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145 Industrial Drive, Medford, WI 54451
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payment to:

Quail

Rheas

Sebrights

Seramas

Silkies

Turkeys

Various

and raise poultry & birds. Free equipment catalog & 
price list upon request.

Maine
SHADY HOLLOW FARM, PO Box 101, Morrill, ME 
04952. 207-323-2590. <orders@shadyhollowfarm.
com> Eggs: Heritage turkey, guinea fowl, Coturnix quail. 
Also breeding registered Dwarf Nigerian goats. Over 15 
varieties of Cotumix quail. These are the most “Produc-
tive Pets” you could find!. <http://coturnix.us>

North Carolina
GEORGE PARKER, 768 Moores Ln., Lumberton, 
NC 28358. 910-738-7432, Cell:910-374-8176. Quail 
Eggs: Bobwhite, Texas A & M White, Jumbo Brown 
Coturnix. Shipped postage paid for $55/100.

Montana
CATHY REAM, 15506 Kendall Creek Rd., Clinton, MT 
59825. 406-825-6200. Fresh & blown eggs, chicks, 
feathers. Peacock feathers.

Florida
BLACKBURN’S QUALITY BANTAMS, Wayne Black-
burn, PO Box 736, Anthony, FL 32617. 352-622-4622. 
Sebrights, Wyandottes and Self Blue Old English.

Louisiana
JERRY’S SERAMAS, LLC., Jerry Schexnayder, 
PO Box 159, Vacherie, LA 70090. 225-265-2238. 
<jerschex@aol.com> <www.jerrysseramasllc.com> 
Serama.

California
AMBER WAVES, as featured on The Tori & Dean 
Show on Oxygen. Jim cell: 951-233-4231. <debbie@
amberwaves.info> Visit: <http://showsilkies.com> A 
leading information resource for all poultry. Bearded 
bantam Silkies & Blue Slate turkeys. NPIP. Ship 
nationwide and internationally. Credit cards accepted.
Visitors welcome by appointment.

Massachusetts
G O L D E N  E G G  FA R M ,  4 1 3 - 4 7 7 - 8 8 7 2 . 
< g o l d e n e g g f a r m @ n e t z e r o . c o m > 
<www.goldeneggfarm.com> Hatching eggs– 
Champion Silkies–Master Exhibitor. NPIP#1299.

Minnesota
HAWK’S VALLEY FARM, Joanne Griffin, 18005 
Truman Dr., Spring Grove, MN 55974. 507-498-5108. 
<hvfarm@springgrove.coop> Bourbon Red turkeys. 
Selective breeding for color and maximum size.

California
CHICKEN RIDDLE, Bridget, 3030 Orestimba Rd., 
Newman, CA 95360. 209-485-1413. <sandydove@
netvelocite.net> I do not have a catalog! Large Fowl: 
Shamo, Buttercup, Salmon Faverolle, Minorca, 
Brazi l ians, Sumatras, Barnvelders, White 
Ameracanas, Light Sussex. Bantam: Tuzo, Dark Cornish. 
Will sell show quality and non-show quality teens and 
adults. Eggs from show quality stock can be shipped. 

Illinois
ANDY ANDERSON, 17496 E. 1000 Rd., Mt. Carmel, 

IL 62863. 618-262-8389. Call after 6 PM. Hatching 
eggs–$17 per dozen freight paid. Wyandotte bantams: 
Partridge, Buff, Blue Laced, Black, Golden Laced, 
Silver Laced, Columbian. Buff Orpington. Old English: 
Brown Red, Spangled, Wheaten, Mille Fleur. 

CHICKEN SCRATCH POULTRY, Larry & Angela 
McEwen, RR3 Box 44, McLeansboro, IL 62859. 
618-643-5602. <larry_angie@chickenscratchpoultry.
com><www.chickenscratchpoultry.com> Coronation 
Sussex, Light Sussex, Lavender Orpington, Black 
Copper Marans, Blue Copper Marans, Blue Laced 
Red Wyandotte, Welsummers, Blue Ameraucana, 
Black Ameraucana, Wheaton Ameraucana, Rumpless 
Araucana, Olive Egger.

Iowa
SCHLECHT FARM & HATCHERY,  9749 
500th Ave., Miles, IA 52064. 563-682-7865. 
< p o u l t r y @ s c h l e c h t h a t c h e r y . c o m > 
<www.schlechthatchery.com> Poultry: Cornish 
Rock, Brown Leghorn, Blue Laced Red Wyandotte, 
Golden Lace Wyandotte, Sex-Link, Rhode Island 
Red, Barred Rock, Buff Orpington, Americauna, White 
Laced Red Cornish; Bantams: Gold Sebright, Silver 
Spangled Hamburg. Ducks: Mallard, White Mallard, 
Rouen, Khaki-Cambell, Pekin, Fawn & White Indian 
Runners.

WELP HATCHERY, Box 77, Bancroft, IA 50517. 800-
458-4473. <www.welphatchery.com> Specializing in 
Cornish Rock broilers. Also offering baby chicks, duck-
lings, goslings, bantams, exotics, turkeys, Guineas, 
pheasants. Free catalog. MC/Visa/Discover. 

Michigan
TOWNLINE POULTRY FARM, INC., Box 108, 
Zeeland, MI 49464. 888-685-0040. 616-772-
6514. <townlinehatchery@sbcglobal.net> <www.
townlinehatchery.com> Poultry: Isa-Brown, Rhode 
Island Reds, California Grey Leghorn, Barred Rock, 
Araucana, Buff Orpingtons, Black Sex-Link, Black 
Australorps, Cornish-Rock cross, New Hampshire, 
Golden Lace Wyandottes, Silver Wyandotte & Light 
Brahmas. Ducks, geese, turkeys & pheasants.

Minnesota
JOHNSON’S WATERFOWL, 36882 160th Ave. NE, 
Middle River, MN 56737. 218-222-3556. Grey, Buff & 
White Africans, Grey & Buff Pomeranians, Sebastopol 
& Buff geese, Rouen, Silver Appleyard, Pekin, White 
& Black Crested, Saxony, Black Cayuga, Black, Blue 
Swedish, Black & Blue Magpies, Campbells, Pen-
ciled, White, Blue, Black, Grey (Mallard), and Emory 

Penciled Runners, White, Grey, Snowy & Pastel Call 
ducklings. Free brochure.

URCH/TURNLUND POULTRY, 2142 NW 47 
Ave., Owatonna, MN 55060-1071. 507-451-6782. 
Large fowl: Wyandottes, Rhode Island Reds, 
Rhode Island Whites, Java, Giants, Buckeye, 
Dominique, Brahma, Langshan, Cochins, 
Dark Brown & Black Leghorn, R.C. Light 
Brown Leghorn, Spanish, R.C. Black Leghorn, 
Australorp, Polish, Hamburg, Faverolle, Welsummer, 
Campine, Sumatra, Ameraucauna. La Fleche, 
Crevecoeur, Sultan. Bantam: Modern Game, 
Rhode Island Red, Leghorn, Naked Neck, 
Polish, Ameraucana, Cochin, Brahma, Faverolle, 
Langshan, Frizzle, Silkie, Mille Fleur, Buckeye, 
Ancona. Geese: Canada, Egyptian, China, African, 
Pomeranian Ducks: Muscovy. Turkeys: Black, Slate, 
Bronze, Red, Palm, Beltsville, Eastern Wild, exhibi-
tion fowl.

Missouri
HOMETOWN HATCHERY, Timothy Downen, 21450 
S. BB Hwy., Nevada, MO 64772. 417-448-4378. 
<hometownha tche ry@yahoo .com> Baby 
chicks available for many standard & bantam breeds. 
Also ducklings, turkeys, geese & guineas. Great 
prices! 

Ohio
OAK GROVE FARM, Tom Stricker , 9660 Hemple Rd., 
Germantown, OH 45327. 937-855-4874. <tpstricker@
gtownonline.com> Polish, Phoenix, Yokohama. 

Oklahoma
COUNTRY HATCHERY, Dr. Dennis P., Joseph 
& Matthew Smith, PO Box 747, Wewoka, OK 
74884. 405-257-1236. <info@countryhatchery.net> 
<www.countryhatchery.net> Muscovy ducks, 
White Chinese geese, Pearl and White guineas, 
standard Bronze, Bourbon Red Royal Palm 
and Beltsville White turkeys; Reds, Sex Links, 
Australorps, Sussex; standard Old English 
games; Silkies and Cornish bantams. Free color 
brochure.

Washington
FEATHERHILLS FARM HERITAGE HATCH-
E RY,  To n y  A l b r i t t o n ,  7 7 1 9  W.  B e r n -
hill Rd., Spokane, WA 99208. 509-465-9405. 
<tsjealbrit@netscape.com> NEW HATCHERY— 
Al l  bred to the Standard of  Perfect ion. 
Large Fowl: Barred Plymouth Rock, Buckeye, 
Partridge Chantecler, Black Langshan, Speckled 
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Waterfowl
Yokohama

Sussex, White Wyandotte, Silver Leghorn, White 
Leghorn, Silver Spangled Hamburg, Rhode Island 
Red. Bantam: White Leghorn, Barred Plymouth Rock. 
Narragansett Turkey, White Runner Duck, Pilgrim 
Geese. NPIP#91-121.

Wisconsin
BUTCH’S BIRDS POULTRY FARM, Airling Gun-
derson, N6465 Schwantz Rd., Pardeeville, WI 
53954. 608-429-9960. <amgund@frontier.com>
<www.ButchsBirds.com> Geese, ducks, chickens, 
NPIP. 

PURELY POULTRY, Tyler Danke, PO Box 
466, Fremont, WI 54940. 800-216-9917, 920-
472-4068 .  <Ch icks@Pure lyPou l t ry.com>
<www.PurelyPoultry.com> 300 varieties: chickens, 
bantams, ducks, geese, turkeys, guineas, peafowl, 

Michigan
W E B B E D  F O O T P I N E S  WAT E R F O W L
FARM, Lucas Dickerson, 3985 Packard Rd.,
Sand Creek ,  MI 49279. 517-436-3849.
<webbedfootpines@yahoo.com> Exhibit ion
Gray & Buff Toulouse, Black & Chocolate Muscovys, 
Snowy & Gray Calls, White Wyandotte bantams.

South Carolina
RAMEY FARM, Gary L Ramey, 440 Surrey 
Race Rd., Salley, SC 29137. 408-205-8150.
<geareduplyn@msn.com> <www.rameyfarm.com> 
Blue Laced Red Wyandottes.

South Carolina
RAMEY FARM, Gary L Ramey, 440 Surrey 
Race Rd., Salley, SC 29137. 408-205-8150.
<geareduplyn@msn.com> <www.rameyfarm.com> 
Red Shoulder Yokohamas.

swans, pheasants, ornamental pheasants, chukars 
and quail.

SUNNYSIDE HATCHERY, Beaver Dam, Wisconsin. 
920-887-2122. Shipping to North Central U.S. only. 
Jumbo broilers, Leghorns, Blacks, Browns, turkeys & 
ducklings. <www.sunnysidehatchery.com>

Backyard

Poultry
Dedicated to more and better small-flock poultry

Turn those empty feed bags into a reusable carryall Pg.16

Pg.30 

$4.99 US    www.backyardpoultrymag.com

Pg.22

...and much, much more inside!
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PRS Solar Energizers
PRS 50 and PRS 100 energizers 

have these special features:
• Half the cost and more output 

(joules) than other’s energizers. 
• All metal case; very strong 

and rugged. Won’t rust. It’s 
aluminum and stainless steel.

• Light brown exterior reduces its 
visibility to vandals and reduces 
heat buildup inside the case.

• All metal clamps for lid.
• 2 yr warranty on solar panel, 

energizer and case.
• If properly used and stored 

batteries should last 3–4 years.
• Kits also available which include 

a 5-light fence tester.

Need an “instant” fence? 

Ask for a
free fence 
booklet!

PoultryNet™ & PRS Energizers
(above) Both the PRS energizer and PoultryNet 

are ready to set up when they arrive at your door.
See the center spread of this magazine for 

Premier’s poultry supplies.
What is PoultryNet?

• Fence in most non-fl ying poultry 
(chickens, ducks & geese).

• Fence out dogs, foxes, coyotes, 
raccoons, opossum & skunks.

A prefabricated fence that arrives 
at your door as a complete roll (see 
photo at left) but still needs to be 
electrifi ed with an energizer.

Energizer and additional support 
posts sold separately.

White vertical strings are 
“welded” to black/white 
electroplastic conductive 
horizontals. White plastic posts 
built into the net every 12 ft. 
support the mesh. 

PoultryNet comes in two heights. 
42 or 48 in. tall with 12 horizontals 
and verticals every 3 in. A 164 ft. 
roll weighs less than 15 lbs.

Note: Not effective with baby chicks 
that are small enough to crawl through 
the net openings and therefore are not 
deterred by the electric shock.

A PRS 100 
can power up 
to 5 rolls of 
PoultryNet.

www.premier1supplies.com
800-282-6631 • Washington, IA

Customer Testimonial…I am a hobby farmer and losing pet farm animals is a big deal 
to me. I watched the “How To” video for #207015. On the video 
the guy makes it look really simple...and I was convinced it 
would work for me. I was excited when I got it, and immediately 
unrolled it, and put it up. I did a terrifi c job, single-handedly... 
Trust me...it is worth every dime...Please get the style with the 
double support poles...well worth the extra few bucks. I gotta 
hand it to Premier1...perfect, perfect product and a fair price, 
AND technical SUPPORT, if you need it...The truth is the truth...

—Joseph P., Premier online review

Free Shipping!
On qualifi ed internet orders.
Visit our website for details.

Premiers BYP Apr IBC.indd   1 2/16/11   10:00 AM
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