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Winners from the 2019 Coolest Coops contest. 
See stories about the individual coops starting on page 32.
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Marissa Ames
Editor

Snazzy or Sensible?

I’ve never had a snazzy coop. I’m more of a utilitarian type of 
gal. Does the coop keep out raccoons, snakes, German Shep-
herds, hawks, coyotes, and cougars? Will it hold up to 70mph 

winds? If yes, then we’re good. 
Did I mention I live in the Wild West? And that I also don’t have 

to comply with HOA regulations? 
Though my coop-building rules have always been, “Build a 

chicken fortress while spending the least amount of money,” I’m 
always enthralled by those Instagram models that seem to have 
never met a gooey poop. Or at least, they were scrubbed clean for 
the pictures then chickens were allowed to have their way. 

Coolest Coops has been my favorite issue for the years that Back-
yard Poultry has run the contest. Those gorgeous gables, designer 
doors, seasonal wreaths made of nontoxic materials. Whether suc-
culent plants grace the roof, or gutters gather rain to funnel onto the 
garden, these structures use skill and imagination to create poultry 
palaces. My favorite elements are the windows, whether square, 
cathedral, rough-hewn, or made with moulding. 

Someday, maybe I can construct a coop that I can be proud of, 
something I can put on Instagram, more than a conglomerate of 
pallets, diamond-strength hardware cloth, and a coat of paint to 
make it look a bit more presentable. 

Whether your coop is designer or down-to-earth, may it shelter 
your flock to its best!
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By Stephanie Polochak

My husband Doug and I bought 
our home in January 2016. 
We had always dreamed of 

having a small hobby farm with chickens 
and a large garden, so we were thrilled 
when the previous owners asked if we 
would take their chickens and coop as part 
of the sale. Without hesitation, we accept-
ed and became first time homeowners and 
chicken keepers all at the same time. Our 
home came with an Ameraucana, a Rhode 
Island Red, and a Buff Orpington, with a 
coop and run just big enough for the three 
of them. It had a small indoor area with 
two roost bars, three nesting boxes, and 
the run had a ramp to the indoor area. It 
also had PVC gravity feeders, but they 

Making Room for More
were not sealed properly which resulted 
in molding food and leaking water, so 
we hung plastic food and water feeders 
instead. 

In 2018, we expanded our flock, which 
called for another coop expansion. We ex-
panded the run straight out and kept one 
side covered and one side open for shelter 
in bad weather and adequate sun to enjoy 
if they were required to be cooped up. 

We sank and cemented beams and dug 
trenches for the bottom boards. Once 
we had the outer structure in place and 
painted, we built the A-frame roof.

We constructed the roof using ply-
wood. After attaching boards to the 
frame, we applied black roofing felt to 
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waterproof and to prepare the roof for 
shingles in the future.  

We secured chicken wire around the 
coop and over the open part of the run, 
and put rolled chicken wire and concrete 
in the trenches with the bottom boards 
for predator protection. Additionally, we 
secured three-foot-tall hardware cloth 
over the chicken wire for a greater level 
of security against predators able to chew 
through chicken wire. Finally, we con-
structed and attached a new outer coop 
door while leaving the original coop door 
intact so that we can use it to introduce 
new chickens to the flock in the future, or 
to separate specific chickens if necessary.

Inundated with hurricanes and endless 
rain during fall of 2018, we sunk French 
drains to give our chickens reprieve from 
the constant mud puddles in their run. 

We dug trenches from the middle of 
the run to outer edges and underneath the 
bottom beams. This was a challenge due 
to our rolled chicken wire and concrete 
security measures, but we eventually 
dug holes big enough for the drains to 
fit. Next, we put drainage pipes into the 
trenches and covered them with river 
rock, covered the rock with sand, and the 
sand with dirt. Three feet outside of each 
side of the run, we sunk drainage boxes 
and attached the pipes then added river 
rock, sand, and dirt. We completed the 
French drain project in December 2018, 
and for the first year since we’ve owned 
our farm, we aren’t planning any coop 
renovations for 2019. 

Our once-tiny coop has come a long 
way from its original three-chicken days. 
Each expansion project had its own set 
of challenges, but the pride we felt when 
each project was complete greatly out-
weighed any frustrations along the way. 
When we look at it, we are reminded 
of our beloved friends and family who 
have helped us complete parts, including 
painting nesting boxes, digging trenches, 
and stretching chicken wire. Any progress 
takes time, hard work, love, and dedica-
tion, but it is all so worth it in the end. 

See more from Stephanie 
Polochak on Instagram!

instagram.com/
elderoaksfarm
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COMING EVENTS
The Coming Events listing is gathered and provided by  

www.poultryshowcentral.com. Add your show listing on their website or send to:  
Coming Events, Backyard Poultry, P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451, or  

email: editor@backyardpoultrymag.com. To be included in the Backyard Poultry magazine 
listing, event details must be sent 90 days in advance.

ALABAMA

September 14, 2019 — Anniston,  
Alabama, Alabama Serama Council Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Alabama_Serama_Council_Stand_Alone_
Show.html

ARKANSAS

September 20-28, 2019 — Fort Smith, 
Arkansas, Arkansas-Oklahoma State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Arkansas-Oklahoma_State_Fair.html

September 30-October 5, 2019 —  
Pine Bluff, Arkansas, Southeast Arkansas 
District Fair Poultry Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Southeast_Arkansas_District_Fair.html

CALIFORNIA

August 15-25, 2019 — Ferndale,  
California, Humboldt County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Humboldt_County_Fair.html

August 16-25, 2019 — Lancaster,  
California, Antelope Valley Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Ante-
lope_Valley_Fair.html

September 1-11, 2019 — Santa Rosa,  
California, Sonoma County Fair & 
Exposition 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Sonoma_County_Fair_Exposition.html

September 10-12, 2019 — Santa Rosa, 
California, The National Heirloom  
Exposition 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Heirloom_Exposition.html

September 11-15, 2019 — Watsonville, 
California, Santa Cruz County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Santa_Cruz_County_Fair.html

COLORADO

August 24-25, 2019 — Pueblo, Colorado, 
Colorado State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Colorado_State_Fair.html

GEORGIA

September 19-29, 2019 — Marietta,  
Georgia, North Georgia Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/North_
Georgia_Fair.html

IDAHO

August 21-25, 2019 — Boise, Idaho,  
Western Idaho Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Western_Idaho_Fair.html

August 30-September 7, 2019 —  
Blackfoot, Idaho, Eastern Idaho State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Eastern_Idaho_State_Fair.html

ILLINOIS

August 1-4, 2019 — Warren, Illinois,  
Jo Davies County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Jo_ 
Daviess_County_Fair.html

August 3-10, 2019 — Georgetown, Illinois, 
Georgetown Fair Open Poultry Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Georgetown_Fair.html

August 8-18, 2019 — Springfield, Illinois, 
Illinois State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Illinois_State_Fair_Open_Poultry_Show.html

August 13-17, 2019 — Morrison, Illinois, 
Whiteside County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Whiteside_County_Fair.html

August 18, 2019 — New Berlin, Illinois, 
Central Illinois Farm Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Central_Illinois_Farm_Swap_Meet.html

August 21-25, 2019 — Peotone, Illinois, 
Will County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Will_
County_Fair.html

September 1, 2019 — Kankakee, Illinois, 
Tri-K Pigeon & Bantam Club Pigeon Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/TriK_
Pigeon_Bantam_Fair.html

September 15, 2019 — Moline, Illinois, 
Rock Island County Animal Swap and 
Flea Market 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Rock_Island_County_Animal_Swap_and_
Flea_Market.html

September 15, 2019 — New Berlin, Illinois, 
Central Illinois Farm Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Central_Illinois_Farm_Swap_Meet.html

INDIANA

August 2-18, 2019 — Indianapolis,  
Indiana, Indiana State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Indiana_State_Fair.html

August 17, 2019 — Kimmell, Indiana, 
Wolf's Swap meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Wolfs_
Swap_Meet.html

August 17, 2019 — Shipshewana, Indiana, 
Shipshewana Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Newbury_Square_Swap_Meet_Flea_Market.
html

August 31, 2019 — Spencer, Indiana, 
White River Poultry Club Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/White_
River_Poultry_Club_Show.html

September 8, 2019 — Knox, Indiana, 
Golden Horseshoe Saddle Club Swap 
Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Golden_Horseshoe_Saddle_Club_Swap.html

September 9, 2019 — Knox, Indiana, 
Golden Horseshoe Saddle Club Swap 
Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Golden_Horseshoe_Saddle_Club_Swap.html

September 21, 2019 — Shipshewana,  
Indiana, Shipshewana Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Newbury_Square_Swap_Meet_Flea_Market.
html

IOWA

August 4, 2019 — Walker, Iowa, Walker 
Farmer's Swap & Flea Market 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Walker_Farmer_Swap_Flea_Market.html

August 8-18, 2019 — Des Moines, Iowa, 
Iowa State Fair  
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Iowa_
State_Fair.html

August 11, 2019 — West Burlington, Iowa, 
West Burlington Flea Market 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Southeast_Iowa_Pigeon_Club.html

August 17, 2019 — Columbus Junction, 
Iowa, Greater Louisa County Small Animal 
Swap & Flea Market 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Greater_Louisa_County_Small_Animal_
Swap_Flea_Market.html

August 17, 2019 — Thompson, Iowa,  
Winnebago County Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Winnebago_County_Swap.html

September 1, 2019 — Walker, Iowa, 
Walker Farmer's Swap & Flea Market 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Walker_Farmer_Swap_Flea_Market.html
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September 7-8, 2019 — Waverly, Iowa,  
Waverly Iowa Exotic Bird and Animal 
Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Waverly_Iowa_Exotic_Bird_Animal_Swap.
html

September 8, 2019 — West Burlington, 
Iowa, West Burlington Flea Market 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Southeast_Iowa_Pigeon_Club.html

September 15, 2019 — Waukon, Iowa, 
Northeast Iowa Bird and Animal Club 
Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Northeast_Iowa_Bird_Animal_Swap.html

September 21, 2019 — Davenport, Iowa, 
Eastern Iowa Poultry Association 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Eastern_Iowa_Poultry.html

September 21, 2019 — Columbus  
Junction, Iowa, Greater Louisa County 
Small Animal Swap & Flea Market 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com// 
Greater_Louisa_County_Small_Animal_
Swap_Flea_Market.html

September 21, 2019 — Maquoketa, Iowa, 
Eastern Iowa Bird and Small Animal Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Eastern_Iowa_Bird_Small_Animal_Swap.
html

September 21-22, 2019 — Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, Southwest Iowa Animal Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Southwest_Iowa_Animal_Swap.html

September 21-22, 2019 — Grundy Center, 
Iowa, Grundy County Bird and Animal 
Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Grundy_County_Bird_Animal_Swap.html

September 29, 2019 — West Burlington, 
Iowa, West Burlington Flea Market 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Southeast_Iowa_Pigeon_Club.html

KANSAS

August 12-17, 2019 — Coffeyville, Kansas, 
Inter-State Fair & Rodeo 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Inter-State_Fair_Rodeo.html

September 7-8, 2019 — Hutchinson,  
Kansas, Kansas State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Kansas_State_Fair.html

September 14, 2019 — Gardner, Kansas, 
Heart of America Game Breeders'  
Association Gardner Sale 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Heart_
of_America_Game_Breeders_Poultry.html

KENTUCKY

August 15-19, 2019 — Louisville,  
Kentucky, Kentucky State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Kentucky_State_Fair.html

September 7, 2019 — Brownsville, 
Kentucky, Green River Poultry Club, Inc. 
Fall Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Green_River.html

MAINE

August 8, 2019 — Skowhegan, Maine, 
Skowhegan Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Skowhegan_Fair.html

August 19, 2019 — Union, Maine,  
Union Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Union_Fair.html

August 25-September 2, 2019 —  
Windsor, Maine, Windsor Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Windsor_Fair.html

September 16, 2019 — Farmington, 
Maine, Farmington Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Farmington_Fair.html

September 20-22, 2019 — Unity, Maine, 
Common Ground Country Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Common_Ground_Country_Fair.html

MARYLAND

August 9-17, 2019 — Gaithersburg,  
Maryland, Montgomery County  
Agricultural Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Montgomery_County_Agricultural_Fair.html

MICHIGAN

August 10, 2019 — ClareLoomis (Yoder's 
Blacksmith Shop), Michigan, Michigan 
Bird & Game Breeders Assoc. Sale – 
Clare 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Michigan_Game_Breeders_Swap_Clare.
html

September 7, 2019 — Trenary, Michigan, 
Trenary Fur and Feather Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Trenary_Fur_Feather_Swap.html

September 14, 2019 — Montrose  
(Montrose Orchard), Michigan, Michigan 
Bird & Game Breeders Assoc. Sale –  
Montrose 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Michigan_Bird_Game_Breeders.html

September 22-28, 2019 — Hillsdale, 
Michigan, Hillsdale County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Hillsdale_County_Fair.html

MINNESOTA

August 3, 2019 — New Ulm, Minnesota, 
New Ulm Bird & Small Animal Swap & 
Sale Days 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Brown_Co_Pigeon_Poultry_Club_Swap.
html

August 14-18, 2019 — Hutchinson, Minne-
sota, McLeod County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
McLeod_County_Fair.html

August 22-September 2, 2019 — St. Paul, 
Minnesota, Minnesota State Fair 4-H 
Poultry Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Minnesota_State_Fair.html

September 14-15, 2019 — New Ulm,  
Minnesota, New Ulm Fall Classic 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
New_Ulm.html

September 21, 2019 — Hutchinson,  
Minnesota, MN Game Breeders Poultry & 
Small Animal Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/MN_
Game_Breeders_Poultry_Swap.html

MISSOURI

August 2, 2019 — Jamesport, Missouri, 
Jamesport Small Animal Auction 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Jamesport_Small_Animal_Auction.html

August 8-12, 2019 — Sedalia, Missouri, 
Missouri State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Mis-
souri_State_Fair.html

August 30, 2019 — Jamesport, Missouri, 
Jamesport Small Animal Auction 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Jamesport_Small_Animal_Auction.html

MONTANA

September 28, 2019 — Great Falls,  
Montana, Rocky Mountain Poultry  
Fanciers Big Sky Poultry Exposition 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Big_
Sky_Poultry_Exposition.html

NEBRASKA

August 23-September 2, 2019 — Grand 
Island, Nebraska, Nebraska State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Ne-
braska_State_Fair.html

NEW HAMPSHIRE

August 1-4, 2019 — Swanzey, New  
Hampshire, Cheshire Fair Poultry Show 
and Sale 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Cheshire_Fair.html

September 26-29, 2019 — Deerfield, New 
Hampshire, Deerfield Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Deerfield_Fair.html

NEW JERSEY

August 2-11, 2019 — Augusta, New  
Jersey, New Jersey State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/New_
Jersey_State_Fair.html

August 4, 2019 — Lambertville, New  
Jersey, Mercer County Invitational Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Mercer_County_4H_Fair_Invitational_ 
Poultry_Show.html
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NEW MEXICO

August 14-17, 2019 — Farmington, New 
Mexico, San Juan County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/San_
Juan_County_Fair.html

August 26-31, 2019 — Portales, New  
Mexico, Roosevelt County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Roosevelt_County_Fair.html

September 5-15, 2019 — Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, New Mexico State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/New_
Mexico_State_Fair.html

September 14, 2019 — Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, Enchanted Serama Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Enchanted_Serama_Show.html

NEW YORK

August 15, 2019 — Hamburg, New York, 
Erie County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Erie_
County_Fair.html

September 7-8, 2019 — Bath, New York, 
Twin Tier Poultry Club 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Twin_
Tier_Poultry_Club.html

September 14, 2019 — Bath, New York, 
Twin Tier Poultry Club Fall Auction 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Twin_
Tier_Poultry_Club_Auction.html

September 15, 2019 — Gouverneur, New 
York, Northern NY Poultry Fanciers 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/North-
ern_New_York_Poultry_Fanciers.html

September 29, 2019 — Cobleskill, New 
York, Eastern New York State Poultry 
Association 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Eastern_New_York_State_Poultry.html

August 12-17, 2019 — Norwalk, Ohio, 
Huron County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Huron_County_Fair.html

OHIO

August 18, 2019 — Lima, Ohio, Allen 
County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Allen_County_Fair.html

August 20, 2019 — Wellington, Ohio, 
Lorain County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Lorain_County_Fair.html

August 31-September 2, 2019 —  
Johnstown, Ohio, Johnstown Swapper 
Days 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Johnstown_Swappers_Days.html

September 19-21, 2019 — Mt Hope, Ohio, 
Mid Ohio Alternative Animal and Bird Sale 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Mid_
Ohio_Swap.html

September 21, 2019 — Fremont, Ohio, 
Fremont Pigeon Club Young Bird Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Fremont_Pigeon_Club.html

September 29, 2019 — Eaton, Ohio,  
Dayton Fancy Feather Club Swap Days 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Dayton_Fancy_Feather_Club_Swap_Days.
html

OKLAHOMA

September 26-October 6, 2019 — Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, Tulsa State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Tulsa_State_Fair.html

OREGON

August 13-17, 2019 — Canby, Oregon, 
Clackamas County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Clackamas_County_Fair.html

August 14-17, 2019 — Grants Pass,  
Oregon, Josephine County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Josephine_County_Fair.html

August 16-18, 2019 — Cottage Grove, 
Oregon, WOE Heritage Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/WOE_
Heritage_Fair.html

August 22-25, 2019 — Tygh Valley,  
Oregon, Wasco County Fair and Rodeo 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Wasco_County_Fair_and_Rodeo.html

August 22-27, 2019 — Salem, Oregon, 
Oregon State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Oregon_State_Fair.html

PENNSYLVANIA

August 17-24, 2019 — Meadville,  
Pennsylvania, Crawford County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Crawford_County_Fair.html

August 18, 2019 — Dunbar, Pennsylvania, 
Western PA Pigeon Club Summer Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Western_PA_Pigeon_Club.html

August 18, 2019 — Dunbar, Pennsylvania, 
Uniontown Poultry and farm products 
association   
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Uniontown_Poultry_Association.html

September 6-15, 2019 — York,  
Pennsylvania, York Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
York_Fair.html

September 15, 2019 — Dunbar,  
Pennsylvania, Uniontown Poultry and 
farm products association   
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Uniontown_Poultry_Association.html

SOUTH DAKOTA

August 29-September 2, 2019 — Huron, 
South Dakota, South Dakota State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/South_
Dakota_State_Fair.html

TENNESSEE

August 13-17, 2019 — Dandridge,  
Tennessee, Jefferson County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Jefferson_County_Fair.html

August 13-17, 2019 — Lebanon,  
Tennessee, Wilson County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Wilson_County_Fair.html

September 6-15, 2019 — Knoxville,  
Tennessee, Tennessee Valley Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Tennessee_Valley_Fair.html

September 6-15, 2019 — Nashville,  
Tennessee, Tennessee State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Tennessee_State_Fair.html

TEXAS

August 30-September 8, 2019 — Odessa, 
Texas, Permian Basin Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Permian_Basin_Fair.html

September 14-15, 2019 — Amarillo, Texas, 
Amarillo Bantam Club Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Amarillo_Bantam_Club.html

September 21, 2019 — Lubbock, Texas, 
Panhandle South Plains Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Panhandle_South_Plains_Fair.html

September 24-29, 2019 — New Braunfels, 
Texas, Comal County Fair & Rodeo 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Comal_County_Fair.html

UTAH

September 5-15, 2019 — Salt Lake City, 
Utah, Utah State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Utah_
State_Fair.html

VERMONT

August 6-10, 2019 — New Haven,  
Vermont, Addison County Fair and Field 
Days  
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Addison_County_Field_Days.html

VIRGINIA

August 24, 2019 — Berryville, Virginia, PS 
Pearrell Poultry Auctions 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/PS_
Pearrell_Poultry_Auctions.html

September 21, 2019 — Berryville, Virginia, 
PS Pearrell Poultry Auctions 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/PS_
Pearrell_Poultry_Auctions.html

WASHINGTON

August 12-17, 2019 — Lynden,  
Washington, Northwest Washington Fair 
(A.K.A. Lynden Fair) 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Northwest_Washington_Fair.html
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August 24-27, 2019 — Longview,  
Washington, Cowlitz Co Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Cowlitz_Co_Fair.html

August 27, 2019 — Monroe, Washington, 
Evergreen State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Evergreen_State_Fair.html

August 30-September 2, 2019 — 
Payallup, Washington, Washington State 
Fair Pigeon Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Payallup_Fair.html

September 4-7, 2019 — Payallup,  
Washington, Washington State Fair Open 
Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Payallup_Fair.html

September 6-15, 2019 — Spokane,  
Washington, Spokane Co. Interstate Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Spokane_Interstate_Fair.html

September 18-22, 2019 — Payallup, 
Washington, Washington Junior Poultry 
Exposition 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Payallup_Fair.html

September 25-29, 2019 — Yakima,  
Washington, Central Washington State 
Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Central_Washington_State_Fair.html

WISCONSIN

August 1-11, 2019 — West Allis,  
Wisconsin, Wisconsin State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Wisconsin_State_Fair.html

August 24, 2019 — Wheeler, Wisconsin, 
RiceStonian Craft and Critter Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Ricestonian_Animal_Swap.html

August 24, 2019 — Chippewa Falls, 
Wisconsin, West Central WI Pigeon and 
Poultry Club Fall Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/West_
Central_WI_Pigeon_Poultry_Club_Swap.html

September 7, 2019 — Wisconsin Rapids, 
Wisconsin, Tri-City Riding Club Dale Carl-
son Small Animal Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Tri-City_Riding_Club_Dale_Carlson_Swap.
html

September 28, 2019 — Dunn Co.,  
Wisconsin, RiceStonian Craft and Critter 
Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Ricestonian_Animal_Swap.html

September 28-29, 2019 — Portage,  
Wisconsin, Wisconsin International  
Poultry Club 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Wisconsin_International_Poultry_Club.html

TOWNLINE
POULTRY FARM
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Do You Have Something  
To Crow About?

We want to hear from you. Send questions, comments, opinions, advice,  
coming events, etc. to: Backyard Poultry Editor, P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451  

or email editor@backyardpoultrymag.com. 

Thank You, BYP
Several years ago, I made a mistake 

that led me to prison. My fiancée sent 
me a subscription to Backyard Poultry 
magazine and I thoroughly enjoyed it. I 
saw a photo of a chicken that someone 
sent in and I was inspired to draw a pic-
ture of it and send it in to the magazine. I 
have to say I was surprised to see it along 
with the letter I wrote on page 18 of the 
June/July 2015 issue. In a later issue, 
the editor wrote a short piece saying that 
others had read my letter and wanted 
to send me a gift subscription which I 
enjoyed as much as the first. My fiancée 
was diagnosed with breast cancer and our 
finances dropped off, so I was not able to 
continue my subscription. But I will say 
that I saved every issue that I received 
and that they were well worn after several 
years of reading. (I think I have some of 
them memorized). So, I've been waiting 
a long time to be able to say THANK 
YOU to the Backyard Poultry commu-
nity. In my letter, I was just starting to 
work toward a degree in Horticulture. 
Well, not only did I receive an A.A.S in 
Horticulture, but also an A.A.S degree 
in Business Management, certificates in 
International Business, Marketing, MS 
Office (including Excel and Access), and 

AutoCAD and passed the Texas A&M 
Master Gardener exam. Needless to say, 
I did not waste my time there.

I am home now and we are on our way 
to becoming productive chicken keepers. 
A friend of ours had nine Rhode Island 
Reds that she couldn't keep anymore 
(about one-and-a-half years old) that we 
brought home. We are already getting 
seven eggs a day and today we brought 
home six adorable Ameraucana chicks. 
So be prepared for MANY questions, 
and hopefully one day I can repay this 
wonderful community by helping another 
beginner find his way. 

Kelly Rankin, Texas 

Hi Kelly, 
Thank you so much for sharing your 

story! We’re honored to be a source of 
joy and inspiration. Congratulations on 
the degrees and good luck. We hope your 
future is amazing beyond your dreams. 

Marissa 

Old Egg Layers 
In response to this article in Poultry 

Talk April/May 2019, my five-year-old 
hen stopped laying for several months 
but after I introduced six new hens and 
they started laying, she will occasionally 
lay an egg with no shell, just a membrane 
like a water balloon. Kind of a mess but 
she’s just following the crowd. 

Jan Brown, North Carolina 

Red Worms for Chickens 
Hello, 
In the article about how to raise red 

worms for chickens, I don't get the reason 
or purpose for the wire mesh. Could you 
please let me know?  

Mr. Rubio 

Hi Mr. Rubio, 
In this article, the purpose of the wire 

mesh is to separate worms from the 
castings. Red worms are among the best 
animals used to create a natural compost 
for the garden, so you would want to 
separate the worms from the excrement. 
Setting the worms on the screen and 
gently shaking it allows you to move the 
castings to your garden then either put 
the worms back into the bin or feed to 
your chickens. 

I hope this helps. Please let me know 
if you have any more questions. 

Marissa   

Salmonella 
I have a question in reference to the 

Backyard Poultry magazine, Spring 2019 
edition “To Refrigerate or Not” article. 
Very good article! I learned a number of 
things about eggs that I didn’t know. My 
question is in reference to salmonella. 
When manure from chickens is spread 
in the garden as fertilizer, doesn’t it 
introduce more salmonella to our veg-
etables? I’ve always heard that it’s the 
best fertilizer. 

John J. Clayton, Illinois 

Hi John, 
Do you hot-compost your manure? If 

not, I recommend it. 
Not all bacteria are created equal. 

Salmonella species are mesophilic; this 
means they thrive at 60-100 degrees F. 
Essentially it flourishes on your counter 
and in the nest once eggs are laid (and in 
human bodies), and can survive inside a 
chicken, whose body temperature is about 
105F. But if temperatures rise higher than 
113F, it dies. Other dangerous mesophilic 
bacteria include Staphylococcus aureus 
and Listeria monocytogenes. 
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Poultry Poem 
I will share the following poem on behalf of y’all, who, like myself, enjoy poultry.  

I am very fond of ducks. Muscovies are among my favorites. Happy farming! 

Inevitable Identity 
(Just a glimpse into Shenandoah Valley farm life.) 
As I stand by the wagons of produce  
That were brought to the auction to sell, 
I remember the produce I’m growing...

“My popcorn is doing so well. 
And since Granddaddy used to grow popcorn, 
I’m really a pro in that field.” 

Soon I feel that my patch is too little — 
“Imagine what acres would yield! 
I would plant it, I’d hoe it, I’d pick it; 
I’d cut down the fodder by hand. 

And it really would be no more bother  
Than Pop making hay off that land…” 
Thus, I glance at my hands to consider 
The calluses I would obtain … 
And I stretch out my arm to imagine 
The muscles I surely would gain … 

But instead of the callus and muscles 
I see my identity there. 
For the scratches and cuts in my palm are  
The badge that the duck farmers wear. 
Now, I see when preparing for Sunday 
The Saturday night after Swap, 
Where a cage snagged a rent in my garment.  

Wire cages weren’t made for a fop! 
Well, my feet tell no differing story, 
Like ducklings’, they’re coated with ooze; 
But the rain left the duck pasture flooded — 
It’s senseless to muddy my shoes! 

And my hot throbbing fingers soon tell me 
Infection’s about to set in, 
For that mud is enflaming the scratches; 

It’s time that the treatment began. 
So, I pull out the jug of peroxide, 
And pouring some over the slice, 
Those mean germs hop and scream in a frenzy. 
This cure-all has always worked nice. 

There is yet one more thing to consider— 
How much have I made off those ducks? 
How high over the hole am I flying? 
I’ve scaled it by 400 bucks! 

And at nightfall I drop into slumber. 
Sweet dreams come on waterfowl wings… 
“I’m so happy and healthy and wealthy.” 
The song that this duck farmer sings. 

Myrtle D. L. Morgan 
Augusta County, Virginia 

Healthy birds 
spread happiness

DBCAgProducts.com
Healthy Flock

Zyfend® A is an all-natural supplement for use during feed changes,  
stressful times, environmental changes or other events to help maintain normal digestive health. 
Make gut health a priority by adding Zyfend® A to your poultry or waterfowl flocks water for  
1 week each month or as needed throughout the year.

Zyfend® A is a part of the Backyard Chicken Health Pack that delivers a three-step, natural  
solution to support a healthy digestive tract and a functioning immune system, every day.

All natural, no antibiotics, 
no egg discard

Zyfend® A is currently used successfully in  
organic and natural certified flocks across the U.S.

DBC_BackyardChicken_ChickensMag_ZyfendA_Ad_7.875x5.562_FINAL_042919.indd   1 4/29/2019   2:23:43 PM
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So essentially, if that manure stays be-
tween 60-113F and has access to enough 
moisture to keep bacteria alive, then yes 
it can transfer to plants. 

During hot composting, thermophilic 
bacteria take over, and these thrive at 
110-160 degrees F. Successful hot com-
posting is when each area of the pile 
reaches 130F for a three-day period, at 
least once. If chicken manure has been 
turned five times, and has reached at 
least 131-170F for three days between 
turnings, it is considered safe for garden 
and commercial use after the process has 
occurred for 15 days straight. 

https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/de-
fault/files/media/Compost_FINAL.pdf 

But, as always, it's a good rule to wash 
your vegetables before you eat them. 
Other contaminants could have landed in 
that garden that have nothing to do with 
the compost. 

Good luck! 
Marissa 

Chicken Eggs
Hi, 
I just finished reading my current issue 

of Backyard Poultry (Special Subscriber 
Issue/Spring 2019) and found the article 
“To Refrigerate or Not!” very interest-
ing and informative. I have a question, 
though. I often make homemade may-
onnaise, using the eggs from my small 
backyard flock. I always thought that 
because I monitored my own flock re-
garding hygiene/cleanliness and health 
conditions, that this was a safe practice. 
After reading your article, I¹m wondering 
how safe it truly might be. 

Thanks for your help and your won-
derful magazine. 

Lisa Arbour, Georgia 

Hi Lisa, 
As a culture, we like to put black-and-

white statements on our health claims. 
"Backyard chicken eggs are healthier than 
store-bought eggs," or "Unwashed eggs 
are safer." But it's more complicated than 
that. (Isn't it always?) 

Susie Kearley goes into great detail 
regarding why hygiene and the fresh food 
culture in Europe produces eggs that have 

been proven safer than those purchased 
in the United States. Clean nests, fre-
quent gathering, not washing shells, and 
keeping at room temperature to avoid 
condensation are great practices. Each of 
these factors individually affect egg safe-
ty. Though vaccination for salmonella is 
uncommon stateside, we can emulate the 
others in our coops. But keep in mind that 
we don't see some additional factors such 
as whether a chicken has been exposed 
to salmonella bacteria in the first place. 

I don't know your coop setup nor do 
I know whether your flock has been 
exposed to salmonella, but I would say 
that, if you change out nesting material 
often so eggs are laid clean, you gather 
often, use them in a timely manner, and 
don't wash shells until right before you 
use the eggs, you're on the right track. 
Making mayonnaise in small batches, so 
it doesn't sit long in the fridge, also boosts 
safety. It doesn't sound like you've ever 
gotten sick from your own mayonnaise, 
so you're doing something right! 

Food safety is a serious issue so you're 
right to make it a priority. Good luck! 

Marissa 

Thank you so much for your reply!  
Yes, we do all of those things and are very 
careful about their environment being 
maintained in a clean, hygienic fashion. 
We have no reason to suspect they have 
been exposed to salmonella and take what 
precautions we can (dedicated chicken 
shoes, no cross-contamination with other 
flocks/chicken keepers, etc.) to avoid the 
possibility of exposure. It sounds like 
we’re doing the right things. I’ll continue 
to make and enjoy our mayonnaise! 

Thanks again, 
Lisa Arbour, Georgia

Dressed in Color Reply 
That's a terrific piece on skin color 

(Dressed in Color, from the June/July 
2019 issue). I brought a Silkie to the local 
Cambria Historic Society Heritage Day 
on Saturday, and she was a sensation! 
Visitors flocked around her. Perhaps most 
rewarding were two Chinese American 
women, in separate incidents, who told 
me how their mothers had fed them black 

chicken soup when they were sick as chil-
dren, but they didn't know anything about 
it. They were gratified to learn about their 
family traditions and now can pass that 
on to their children.    

Love your magazine! — Cindy Gilbert, 
Connecticut

Christine Heinrichs  

Aggressive Roosters
Hi,  
Regarding aggressive roosters, I have 

one that always spurs my hand each time 
I give him his grains. I think I tried every-
thing from raising my voice, raising my 
hands, chasing him, using a stick to make 
it seem that I'll hit him, to actually hitting 
him. Still he keeps on spurring my hand 
and when I'm not aware and my back is 
turned … he will charge and spur me. I 
really do not know what to do anymore. 

Please help me if you know what I 
should do.  

Thanks, and hope you can help me 
regarding this matter. 

Denis 

Hi Denis! 
I'm sorry to hear about your rooster 

troubles. And it sounds like you've done 
everything right, but he's still too aggres-
sive. Here are three options: 

1. You could trim his spurs. That way, 
though he will still attack you, at least 
those spurs will be blunt. We have a 
comprehensive tutorial on our Back-
yard Poultry website: backyardpoultry.
iamcountryside.com/feed-health/how-
to-trim-chicken-beaks-claws-and-spurs/ 

2. You could build a cage just for him, 
with automatic or gravity-fed feeders 
and waterers you fill from the outside, 
allowing him with your hens only when 
you need to breed him.

3. You could cull him. I've kept chick-
ens since I was six years old, and I 
strongly believe that some chickens are 
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Aloha Chickens 
Hello, 
My name is Sommer Prosser.  I've been working on a chicken breeding project 

called "Aloha Chickens" which was designed to create a Swedish Flower type breed 
from American bloodlines. Photos of this work-in-progress were featured in the 
magazine a number of years ago. 

Things have been going 
really well here, I'm still not at 
the goal completely, but very, 
very close!  This particular hen 
is "correct" and exactly what 
I have been working toward. 
We've had a lovely spring 
here and I caught a few very 
nice photos yesterday and this 
morning.   

Sommer Prosser

just too stubborn, aggressive, etc. to give 
up their bad behavior, and no amount of 
human cajoling, training, or reasoning 
will change that. Certain breeds are worse 
than others. (It broke my heart when I 
was 16 years old and my favorite Barred 
Plymouth Rock chick turned into a horri-
bly aggressive rooster. And he had to go. 
He was so bad that none of us kids could 
care for the other birds.) Keep in mind 
that "culling" doesn't always mean "kill-
ing." It just means removing him from 
your flock, one way or another. Where he 
goes after your coop is up to you. 

Good luck, and I hope you find the 
solution that works best for your flock 
and your peace of mind. 

Marissa  

Chicken Pecking 
I use Blu-Kote and it stops the others 

from pecking. It must taste bad. 
Andrew Sturgeon, Washington 

A Salute to Reba! 
Reba usually lays two or three eggs a 

week. One day, six weeks ago, she laid 
two in one day. She is a Red Rhode Island. 
Reba is now five years old (but don’t tell 
her). Unlike myself who doesn’t function 
like I once did (I am 85 years old), Reba 
is still going. Maybe it’s the mealworms 
she insists on getting each evening! I keep 
a flock of 15 hens as one of my hobbies. 

Glenn Wagoner, Florida 

Predator Protection 
Attached are pictures of what I consider 

to be a brilliant answer to chicken hawk 
(or any airborne predator) temptations, by 
my brilliant husband. Soon after we en-
sconced our little girls in their new home, 
I walked out the back door one day and 
there were five chicken hawks sitting in a 
tree above our chicken yard gazing at our 
chickens (we let them roam free in that 
area). I could see them licking their lips! 

Great job overall on this 
latest issue of Backyard 
Poultry. Congratulations 
to all the talented egg 
color artists on a job 
well done. And thank 
you Dennis Holden from 
Tennessee for sharing 
the guinea/chicken 
cross, I never knew 
that was possible. The 
face is both crow-like 
and vulturine. — Ron 
Wehrheim, Florida 

My husband soon had this brilliant idea 
and our fears were alleviated. (He tied 
the wires at about 11 feet high so that we 
could get into the yard without having to 
bend over.) The hawks hung around for 
about a week trying to figure out, I'm sure, 
if there was any way that they could try 
to get into that yard without "clipping off 
their wings." They must have all decided 
that they wouldn't want to try because 
we haven't seen them since. In fact, no 
airborne predator has even attempted. 

We thought that this might help anyone 
that is dealing with this potential problem. 
LOVE your magazine and LOVE our 
chickens! 

Cherry Hickson, Texas 
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@theoliveeggfarm

@comb_farms

@the_teenage_homesteader

@sweetpicklefarm

@caerluna

@muddyoakhenhouse

Follow along with our chicken journey on Instagram!
@backyardpoultrymag

Tag your pictures with #backyardpoultrymag 
and you could be featured in our next issue!

Facebook @backyardpoultry Pinterest @poultrymagazine
Follow us here too!

FollowFlocks to
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Poultry Talk
Ron Kean  
Extension Poultry Specialist
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Marissa Ames
Editor

Backyard Poultry magazine

Ask Our Poultry Experts about Your Flock’s Health, Feed, Production, Housing , and More

If you have health-related poultry questions, send them to us at Backyard Poultry, Attn: Ask the Expert, P.O. Box 566, 
Medford, WI 54451 or email to editor@backyardpoultrymag.com. All submissions will be considered for print publication.  
Please include your name and hometown with your questions, which should be as detailed as possible. Pictures help us  

answer questions, so please include those too!

Swollen Chicken Feet 
I’m very sorry to bother you, but I 

really need your help. I have an almost-
nine-year-old Wyandotte hen who has 
recently presented with bilateral swollen 
feet. Today is the first I noticed the feet 
swelling. There are not any noticeable 
cuts, abrasions, or brown spots on her 
feet. It seems she has moderate pain with 
walking, more severe than usual. I cannot 
feel any cores.  

For the past two weeks, she has been 
in the house in a large cubicle, due to a 
severe cold snap and because I noticed 
she had lost weight over the past month. 
I have her on the tile floor with a quilt 
on top of the tile and then newspaper on 
top of the quilt. She is not on any hard 
surfaces. Since she has been in the house, 
she has gained weight back, but now has 
this swelling.  

What do you think her swelling is? I 
am not sure if she has bumblefoot, but I 
do not have any other differential diagno-
ses. I began treating her for bumblefoot, 
soaking her feet in Epsom salts and then 

coating her feet in a Betadine solution.  I 
thought soaking her feet wouldn’t hurt, 
until I can find out what is wrong.  

She has a past history of being at-
tacked by a hawk three years ago. Her 
entire side was ripped open, down to the 
muscle. It took one year for her side to 
completely heal and skin over. My vet 
couldn’t believe she lived or that the skin 
and feathers re-covered the area. She has 
been stiff ever since the hawk attack. Can 
chickens be given joint supplementation, 
such as glucosamine, chondroitin, and 
MSM supplement?   

Thank you so very much. I love reading 
your Poultry Talk column in Backyard 
Poultry!   

Saura Rohrbach 

Hi Saura, 
I’m not sure I have a great answer, but 

I’ll try. Health of nine-year old chickens 
is sort of uncharted territory! 

There are a number of things that can 
cause swelling of the feet, so it’s a little 
difficult to know what to do. As you men-
tioned, bumblefoot is a common one. The 
pictures certainly look like bumblefoot, 
but I agree that you usually see some cut 
or sore on the pad. Hers look very nice 
and clean. Bumblefoot is often a Staph 
infection, and it could be that the bacteria 
got there through her system, rather than 
through the footpad. Another bacterial 
disease, Mycoplasma synoviae, can also 
cause swelling of the joints. For both 
of these, an antibiotic might help. I’m 
not sure what antibiotic to suggest, and 

you’ll likely need a prescription from a 
veterinarian. 

There is a reovirus that can also cause 
swelling of the joints, especially in the 
feet. If this is the cause, there isn’t much 
you can do after it is there. 

I agree that soaking her feet won’t hurt. 
I’m not sure it will have much effect, if 
there isn’t an open sore. 

I did find a research report on glu-
cosamine and chondroitin sulfate in 
chickens. It was done in Brazil, in broiler 
chickens. It did seem to show positive 
effects on bone health. A young, growing 
broiler would be quite different than a 
mature hen, but I wouldn’t expect these 
products to cause any negative effects. 
They might help. 

Sorry I don’t have more to offer. Good 
luck with her! 

Ron Kean 

Hi Saura, 
I’m sorry to hear about your chicken’s 

discomfort, but congratulations on nurs-
ing her through the attack and to such an 
advanced age! 

Could it be that her age is the prob-
lem? An often-overlooked chicken foot 
problem is gout, which is a complex 
form of articular arthritis. Many chick-
ens succumb to issues such as predators 
or accidents before kidneys can lose 
function and gout can set in. Our story 
on iamcountryside.com describes three 
foot-related issues, including gout. 
Though there is no cure, there are ways to 
lessen the pain and support your chicken’s 
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health. You can find the full story here: 
backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/

feed-health/a-guide-to-recognizing-and-
treating-chicken-foot-problems/

Good luck! 
Marissa 

Thank you! I believe you are right! 
After I emailed you yesterday, I began 
doing further research and stumbled 
onto that exact article. It fits her signs 
perfectly. Unfortunately, I increased the 
amount of protein in her diet over the past 
two weeks, to promote weight gain. I was 

successful with the weight gain, but it 
probably triggered her initial gout attack. 
I stopped the extra protein yesterday and 
her swelling is slightly reduced, already. 
It is such a balancing act with geriatric 
chickens. I have a lot of old girls, the 
oldest I ever had lived to be 12. I currently 
have three seniors who are nine years old. 
Believe it or not, they still lay a few eggs. 

I attached a picture of my chicken, 
Wilamina, enjoying an Epsom salt foot 
soak, before I figured out she had gout. 

Thanks again, 
Saura 

Peeling Hard-Boiled Eggs 
My wife and I are novice backyard 

chicken farmers. We have ISA Brown 
hens in upstate New York. We are hav-
ing great success with the help of your 
magazine. 

Can you tell me the secret to easy 
peeling hard boiled eggs? I love them but 
loss half the egg in the peeling process. Is 
there something we can add to the feed 
or to water upon boiling? 

Love your magazine an all you guys do 
for us beginners out. 

Keep up the good work! 
Joe and Bridget Gaitan 

Hi Joe and Bridget, 
I feel your pain! My dog Tater sits 

nearby when I peel eggs because I used to 
get frustrated and toss the mangled, half-
peeled mess to her. Now, after I learned a 
few tricks, she is usually disappointed. (I 
do still toss one to her anyway.) 

The reason store-bought eggs peel eas-
ier than fresh eggs is that air has seeped 
into the shell. My favorite methods utilize 
air, either by pressure, steam, or through 
just letting the eggs get a little older. 

Trick #1: Label and date a “boil-only” 
dozen from your coop. After the eggs 
age for two weeks in your refrigerator, 
air will create that pocket between white 
and shell. Some people are horrified 
about “older” eggs, but those purchased 
at supermarkets are often over four weeks 
before they hit the grocery cart! 

Trick #2: Instead of boiling them, 
steam in the basket of a rice cooker. I set 
the “steam” function to 20 minutes, then I 
lift out the entire steamer basket and set it 
in a bowl of ice water to “shock” the eggs.  

Trick #3: I never thought I would 
advocate those trendy pressure cooker 
machines, but they work! Four minutes 
on high pressure, four-minute natural re-
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lease, then quick release and “shock” the 
eggs in ice water. The one thing I do NOT 
like about this technique is there isn’t as 
much room for error. The eggs cook so 
quickly that an extra minute spent in the 
cooker could mean that ugly green ring 
around the yolk. 

I would love to hear from readers re-
garding tricks they use for peeling eggs! 

Good luck! 
Marissa 

Poultry Watering Cups 
Will geese drink from poultry watering 

cups? The small red cups with the yellow 
plunger. 

Thanks.
Chuck 

Hi Chuck,  
While I want to say yes, because geese 

are so smart, your flock may be different. 
One of our writers tried it with her flock 
and the result was frustration and hilarity. 
I would say try it ... but keep a backup 
method in case your geese are an excep-
tion. Be sure the cups are deep enough 
for geese to wash food from their bills. 

Good luck! 
Marissa  

Inbreeding 
Are there any complications that come 

from inbreeding? I currently don’t have 
any roosters so not an issue but just want-
ing to know for the future.  

Damien Farris 

Hi Damien,  
Yes, there are issues. Just as we breed 

for a specific trait, and pair a hen and a 
rooster that already have that trait so it can 
continue and strengthen in the future, the 
same can happen with the bad traits. Say 
you have a rooster with a strong genetic 
tendency toward blindness. If you mate 
him with a hen that doesn't have the 
trait, all of his offspring will have a 50% 
change of having that gene. If you cross 
his daughter with another rooster without 
the gene, her offspring will have a 25% 
chance. Keep diluting like that and the 
potential offspring have even less of a 
blindness risk. But if you cross the daugh-
ter back with the father, her offspring have 
a chance of getting one blindness gene 
from each parent … which means a blind 
baby. Does this make sense? 

I see it a lot in some (human) tribal 

structures I work with. A friend married 
a woman from his tribe, though not even 
direct cousins, and they both had the 
albanism gene so both of their children 
are albino. 

Marissa  

Tylosin in Eggs 
If I give my laying hens Tylon 50 how 

long before you can eat their eggs? 
Jerry Corcoran 

Hi Jerry, 
Tylosin soluble doesn't stay long in 

eggs. This scientific study found residue 
in the yolk for only three days, and most 
veterinarian advice I've read said wait 
seven days, just to be safe.  

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/m/
pubmed/24853528/ 

Marissa 

Small Chicken Eggs 
This spring when most of my Banties 

started laying again, I found an extremely 
small egg in the nesting box with three 
other eggs. It was the size of a quail egg 
or maybe a robin egg. I believe it's from 
my smallest hen, a Mille Fleur d'Uccle.   

see by the picture, the egg was fine. The 
fried egg was about the size of a silver 
dollar. This hen had been laying since 
she was six months old. Her following 
eggs are her normal size. Have you seen 
one this small? 

Sue Meyer, Iowa 

Hi Sue, 
I see these once in a while with my 

flock, particularly in the spring. They 
can be nicknamed "fairy eggs" or "fart 
eggs," and often do not contain a yolk. 
I find it interesting that yours does! It 
happens when a hen gets back into the 
egg-laying rhythm after an upset such as 
stress or just wintertime. No need to wor-
ry about these tiny eggs; unlike wrinkled 
or malformed shells, these are just one of 
those "glitches." 

Thanks for sharing! 
Marissa  

Thank you for your response. At first, 
I thought someone was pulling a joke 
on me. But there wasn't really any way I 
could see who or how! Then realized that 
I didn't have an egg from Charlie, so fig-
ured it was hers. I'm calling it a Fairy Egg! 
Thanks again. Love your magazine!! 

Sue Meyer, Iowa 

Feather Picking 
I have four hens nearly 12 months old. 

Their run is about 10 meters by four me-
ters with a swing, perches, mirror, and a 
dust bath. They have plenty of food and 
water and regular treats. Every afternoon, 
they are let out into the garden to have 
some grass. Even though they are very 
spoiled, I have one hen that is persistently 
feather pecking. They are all featherless 
around their bottoms and just above their 
tails. They look terrible. I have bought an-
ti-feather-pecking spray, hasn’t worked, 
now we have painted Stockholm tar over 
the bare areas but Margot the speckled 
hen won’t leave the others alone and 
pulls out a feather every time she walks 
past them. I just don’t know what to do! 

Philippa Ballistat 

Hi Philippa, 
It sounds like you've covered all your 

bases! They have plenty of room, they 
have a great diet, they aren't bored, and 
you're covering the wounds with the right 
products. Margot still hasn't stopped. 
Some hens are just like that; they won't 

I did crack it to see if the egg inside was 
normal. The shell was so hard I had to cut 
it with a small serrated knife. As you can 
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stop bullying other hens, or they won't 
stop eating eggs, no matter what you do. 
It sounds like Margot won't stop while 
she is still in your flock. 

A hard part of the chicken world is 
knowing when to cull. Remember this 
just means removing her from your flock 
in whichever way you choose. I've rehom-
ed egg-eaters, giving full disclosure to 
the future owners about the problem, but 
when in a new flock and new coop layout, 
the hens stopped eating eggs. Margot 
may stop picking on the hens when she's 
thrown into a different pecking order. 

Though it can be difficult saying good-
bye to a beloved hen, sometimes it has to 
be done for the wellbeing of the others. 

Good luck! 
Marissa  

Chick Limping 
I was wondering what to do with one of 

our chicks. One of my brothers stepped 
on one of our six-week-old chicks (not on 
purpose). Now that chick is limping pret-
ty bad. I put her in a pen separate from the 
other chicks, with food and water (with 
quick chick for stress). She is eating and 
drinking just fine. Please tell me if there is 
something else I should be doing for her. 

Abby R., Minnesota 

Hi Abby, 
Oh no! I've been there! Are you sure 

it's broken? If you can locate an injured 
area on the actual leg, you can splint it by 
using craft sticks trimmed to size, held on 
with vet wrap. I like the vet wrap because 
it's not actually sticky so it doesn't cause 
trauma when you remove it. Otherwise, 
it sounds like you're doing the right thing. 
Ensuring she can rest and won't be picked 
on while she heals will go far toward get-
ting her back on her feet. Does she have a 
friend that can keep her company so she 
doesn't have to endure loneliness with her 
injury? I would also keep her in a slightly 
warmer environment (such as a garage, if 
it's cold where you live) because warmer 
temperatures allow more blood to flow to 
the injuries so they can heal faster. 

I hope she gets better soon! 
Marissa 

Coop Advice 
Is it better to construct a coop on grass 

or in a spare wooded area where leaves 
are the base? 

Sue Ballhorst 

Hi Sue, 
Will the leaves/grass be in the chicken 

run? If so, I've found that the base doesn't 
matter because they will scratch up either. 
They will eat the grass for nutrition, but if 
they don't free-range, that grass will soon 
die from all the droppings. Chickens will 
scratch in the leaves for bugs ... but again, 
after a while, it will be covered in poo. 

Overall, I find that the best coop lo-
cation is in a sheltered area, away from 
too much wind, in a sunny area if your 
location is cold and in a shaded area if 
your location is hot. Be sure it sits on soil 
or root systems that are not toxic. So, if 
your location is hot, the wooded area may 
be the best. 

I hope this helps! 
Marissa

Hen Developed Rooster Traits 
First of all, I just want to say I enjoy 

BYP tremendously! I have a Black Star 
Sex-Link that is about three years old. I 
ordered her as a day-old pullet. For the 
first year and a half, she laid nice brown 
eggs almost daily. I noticed she stopped 
laying all together at about two years 
of age.  

She's developed saddle feathers and 
spurs. However, she doesn't crow, nor 
attempt to mate my other hens. My 
Silkie rooster, as well as my young 
Plymouth Rock rooster, allow her to 
live peacefully in the flock. Far as I'm 
concerned, she can live her days out 
on the farm.  

What causes this? I've raised many 
chickens over the years. This is definite-
ly a first for me. Thank you for all the 
good info! 

Jessica 

Hi Jessica, 
You've experienced a phenomenon 

that has always fascinated me. Jen Pitino 
explained it best in our December 2014/
January 2015 issue of Backyard Poultry: 

"A hen is born with two sex organs. 
One of these two organs is an ovary 
that functions somewhat similarly to a 
female human’s ovary. Normally, this 
functioning ovary is found on the left 
side of a hen and grows and develops as 
the chicken matures. It is this left ovary 
that produces the necessary estrogen in a 
hen’s body that regulates the production 
of ova (though these are called oocytes 
in chickens) and their release into the 

oviduct tract. The sex organ found on 
the right side of a hen is not an ovary 
at all. Rather it is simply an undefined 
gonad (yet to be determined as an ovary 
or testes). Unlike the left-side ovary, the 
right-side gonad in a hen will typically 
remain small, dormant and undeveloped 
throughout the bird’s life. 

"A spontaneous sex reversal occurs 
in a hen when her left ovary becomes 
somehow damaged or fails to produce the 
necessary levels of estrogen. Usually, it 
is a medical condition such as an ovarian 
cyst, tumor, or adrenal gland disease that 
causes a hen’s left ovary to stop working. 
A hen’s left ovary is the primary organ 
producing estrogen in her body. Without 
the left ovary properly functioning in 
a hen, the estrogen levels in her body 
will drop to critically low levels, while 
conversely testosterone levels will rise. 
Without proper estrogen levels, the hen 
will no longer produce eggs." 

"More disturbing though, a hen, whose 
left ovary has failed and consequently 
has elevated testosterone levels in her 
body, will actually physically transform 
to take on male characteristics. Such a 
testosterone-addled hen will grow a larger 
comb, longer wattles, male-patterned 
plumage, and spurs. Moreover, this hen 
will also adopt rooster-like behaviors 
such as crowing.  

Your hen is still very much a hen, but 
with more rooster-like characteristics. 
You can read Jen's entire article here: 

backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/
feed-health/spontaneous-sex-reversal-is-
that-my-hen-crowing/ 

Good luck! 
Marissa  

Rooster Plucking Hens Feathers 
My rooster is constantly plucking the 

hens' feathers out of their backs. What is 
the solution to this? 

Ruth Mudd 

Hi Ruth, 
My first question is: do you see him 

actually plucking, or do you just see hens 
with bare backs? If you just see the bare 
backs, he's probably ripping them out 
with his feet as he tries to stay on while 
mating. And if you see him plucking them 
out with his beak, it's probably because 
he has discovered that the feathers are 
blood-rich, and blood is tasty to chickens. 

Some chicken owners choose to dress 
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their hens in chicken saddles, which cover 
the backs, to protect them from roosters. 
These are most often used by people who 
breed and show high-quality hens and 
can't have the feather destruction. Others 
decide whether they need that rooster, 
since he's necessary for fertile eggs but 
not egg production in general. Whichever 
you decide, of course, is your choice for 
your own flock. 

I hope this helps! 
Marissa  

Yes, this did help. Thank you very 
much! 

Ruth Mudd 

Hen Eye Growth 
I am enclosing two photos of our 

Cuckoo Marans named Maisie. She is five 
years old. She had Had this “growth” on 
her eye for over two years. It doesn’t seem 
to bother her. She acts like a happy normal 
chicken. Can anyone tell us what this is? 

but the swelling can be over the eye, too. 
It would probably need to be cut open 
and cleaned out, as the plug of material 
inside would need to be removed before 
it can heal. 

There is also a chance that it is a tumor 
of some sort, rather than a swollen sinus.  
If that is the case, it might be more diffi-
cult to remove. 

Alternatively, if she has lived with it for 
two years, and seems to be doing well, 
you may just want to leave it alone. 

Good luck with it! 
Ron 

Chicken Predators 
How do I keep Redtail hawks away 

from a ranging flock of chickens? I usu-
ally let out from 3:30 until dark!  

Thanks.
Dottie 

Hi Dottie, 
Hawks are a problem in my area, too! 

I've been lucky that I haven't lost any to 
raptors (raccoons are another story) while 
they've been picked out of my neighbors' 
yards. But the biggest reason isn't luck; 
it's because of overhead obstacles. My 
last house had a huge overhanging mul-
berry tree and a six-foot wooden fence. 
Hawks didn't have enough room for the 
downward swoop they would need to get 
under the tree. Of course, when I moved 
my farm to a more-rural location that 
had more hawks and fewer trees, I had 
to make my run enclosed. Any overhead 
obstacle can deter hawks, such as an old 
car-shelter frame with netting draped over 
the top. Design or move the birds to an 
area where they can stay under shelter at 
all times because hawks are some of the 
smartest animals I have seen. 

Good luck with your chickens (and 
those hawks!) 

Marissa 

Sick Duck 
I have a Khaki Campbell duck that 

is very sick and has been going on for 
almost a month. I have tried giving her 
activated charcoal in her water but to no 
avail I have also been giving her some 
wheatgrass powder in her water. We 
gave Ivermectin to our whole flock a few 
months ago. She only eats when I force 
and then barely. She is still drinking and 
when I let them free-range she will eat a 
few leaves. She is losing weight quickly 

and can be quite “tipsy” or unstable on 
her feet, although she does not seem to 
have too much trouble walking.  We have 
one other duck, a Pekin, that is showing 
no signs of sickness. We are going on 
vacation for a week leaving Saturday and 
our neighbors will take care of our flock 
while we are gone and they are unable to 
administer and medication or anything so 
a cure has to be quick or she just has to 
not die while we are gone. Also, the vet 
is not an option for us. 

Thanks.
Calvin 

Thank you.
Janie and Roger Ulsh,  

Pennsylvania 

Hi Janie and Roger, 
Chickens (and other birds) can get 

swollen sinuses from a variety of respira-
tory diseases (mycoplasma, chronic fowl 
cholera, etc.).  Especially when this is a 
bacterial infection, it often forms a plug 
of “cheesy” material in the sinus. This 
swollen sinus is often underneath the eye, 

I really have no idea what this might 
be. A veterinarian might be able to find 
something, but even that may be difficult 
without sacrificing the duck.  

I guess you might try giving it some 
added nutrients in the water, since it is 
still drinking. Other than that, you may 
have to consider the duck’s quality of life 
at some point, and consider euthanizing 
her if she seems to be suffering. 

Sorry I’m not more help. 
Ron 

Scratch Feed in Summer 
I really enjoy reading your magazine 

and always find helpful information to 
use. 

In an article I read recently, it stated that 
scratch feed is given in the winter months 
when chickens need more feed to keep 
warm. If the chickens are free-range then 
they only need laying feed in the summer 
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not scratch feed. 
Is this correct? Our flock does free 

range in the warmer weather. 
Thank you. 

Sharron Ball, Fairmont 

Hi Sharron, 
While scratch is delicious to chickens 

(which is why they go nuts over it), the 
main benefit of this high-corn mix is 
additional calories. Have you heard the 
fallacy that chickens shouldn’t eat corn 
in the summer because it will overheat 
them? First of all, that’s false. Second, 
the “heat” created is actually the scientific 
definition of heat, meaning it’s the energy 
that calories create. This fuels a chicken’s 
metabolism in the winter so they can 
stay warmer, but all it does in summer is 
provide empty calories. Layer feed and 
free ranging are just fine in the summer, 
as long as fresh, cool water is always 
available. If you provide anything addi-
tional during hot months, I would follow 
Rebecca Sanderson’s guidelines: extra 
protein because they tend to eat less when 
hot, plus you could give them cool and 
high-moisture treats such as watermelon. 

Good luck this summer! 
Marissa  

Boiled Eggs 
Is there a way to tell why an egg al-

though boils for the same length of time 
as the others did not boil properly? It was 
still soft and runny. 

Deisha Bailey-Browne 

Hi Deisha, 
This is certainly odd! 
Did the odd egg boil in the same pan, 

at the same time, as those that ended up 
cooked all the way through? Was that 
egg larger than the others? Did you use 
a traditional boil-in-pan method or did 
you try an electric pressure cooker or 
rice steamer? And is it possible that you 
cooked the others then someone sneaked 
a raw egg in the batch, as a prank? 

By all rules of physics I’ve learned, if 
the egg was the same size and cooked 
simultaneously with the others, there’s 
no good reason why it should still be raw. 

Thanks, 
Marissa

Golden Sebright Bantams 
A few days ago I received my first 

Backyard Poultry issue. I really like it 

since I raise Bantams! I have been raising 
Bantams since 2017, and I am thinking 
about raising Golden Sebright Bantams. 
But first I'd like to know more about that 
breed: Do they get broody and hatch 
eggs like my other Bantams used to? And 
also, are there other sizes of the Golden 
Sebright?  

John Yoder, Freedom, New York 

Sebrights seldomly go broody. Don't 
count on them to hatch your other eggs 
like a Cochin or Silkie. Sebrights are a 
true Bantam meaning they only come in 
petite. They are docile and beautiful and 
you should definitely add a few to your 
Bantam flock! 

Here is my article on them:  
backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com/

chickens-101/delightful-sebright-chick-
en/ 

Kenny Coogan, Backyard Poultry 
Contributor 

Sebrights are a great bird. They are a 
true Bantam with no standard counter-
part. The males are hen feathered, one of 
the few breeds where males don't show 
sharp sickle, hackle, or saddle feathers. 
Seabrights don't brood often, so incuba-
tion is preferable. 

Jeremy Chartier,  
Backyard Poultry Contributor 

I don't own Sebrights, but I did hear 
about them during a course at agricultural 
college in the UK. The instructor warned 
that they are not a beginners' breed: often 
flighty, difficult to breed (low egg produc-
tion/low fertility/high chick mortality), 
and that they are an exhibition breed 
rather than a utility one. 

  
Tamsin Cooper,  

Backyard Poultry Contributor 

Egg Reduction 
I have been getting 80-85 eggs a week 

and now I’m getting 40. This has been 
going on for a month. They are not eat-
ing as much but are not sick. I have been 
selling eggs to the farmers market and this 
is hurting my sales. This started when we 
were having lots of rainy wet weather. Do 
you have any idea why this is happening? 
I’ve been searching all my Backyard 
Poultry magazines trying to find some 
clues. I would appreciate any help. 

Troy Steele, Arkansas 

Hi Troy, 
When I have such a dramatic decline 

and it's not caused by winter, molt, or 
disease, it's usually because of egg eaters. 
This can often start when chickens are 
"cooped" up and bored, and is usually 
not because of any kind of nutritional 
deficiency. If an egg breaks in a nest, 
any chicken will eat it. Unfortunately, the 
smarter ones realize eggs are tasty and 
they will even bully other hens off their 
nests to access the eggs. The only sure 
way to stop an egg eater is to remove her 
from your flock. You can look for bits of 
shell in the nest (though offenders usu-
ally eat all the shell), chickens with egg 
or shell on their beaks, or install a trail 
cam pointed at the nesting boxes. For me, 
when I don't have money or time for that 
kind of vigilance, my best (though often 
temporary) solution is to install curtains 
on the nesting boxes. Chickens enter and 
lay eggs just fine, but it's too dark to see 
the eggs and dine in.  

Whatever your tactic, act soon! Your 
profits are already down by half, and egg 
eaters soon teach their nasty habits to 
the other girls. Once, it got so bad in my 
flock that I had to replace all my birds. 
The good news is that, once they were 
thrown in with a new flock, they stopped 
their sneaky ways. 

Good luck! 
Marissa  

FAST�FENCE
Info�and�buy�now�at

www.electricnets.com
800-356-5458
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This is the last of my Showgirl bantams. She is just over four years. It was a beautiful day so I couldn't resist taking some photos of her in our blooming peach tree. —  Cassie Corbin, West Virginia

I would like 
 to enter this 

 photo into your  
photo contest.   

—  Ivey Hart

My girls enjoying the sunshine on a cool spring 

day. Sunbathing is a favorite thing to do. — 

Cherry Hickson, Texas

Larelle Stoltzfus's hen under the picnic table. Maybe she's looking for leftovers?  —  Danita Stoltzfus, Pennsylvania

Our sweet polish hen.  

— Jessica Paglia, Maryland
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A Story of Love by Karen Carlson

I have always loved animals and over the years I have raised 
goats, horses, meat chickens, rabbits, quail, dogs, and cats. 
About five years ago I wanted chickens for eggs, but we 

lived on a property that didn't allow room for a large coop. The 
more I researched what a coop needed, the more I fell in love 
with the idea! Living in Minnesota I knew I needed winter-hardy 
birds. I learned what was necessary to raise chickens and keep 
them healthy. As time went on I kept all this information and 
waited for the right time. My husband, John, retired about two 
years later and we moved to 10 acres in the country. Then I got 
serious about raising chickens. My husband is very handy and 
had a lot of time on his hands. I just needed to get him on board 
with the idea and build me a little coop!

After more research and discussion, we decided to build a 
coop and get eight hens. The coop needed basic functionality 
such as:

The Chicken 
Compound
EDITORS' CHOICE WINNER

• A separation for food and supplies to keep the them close 
but not accessible to the chickens. 

• Ample sizes and numbers of nesting boxes, with access to 
eggs without always entering the chicken area.

• Good air circulation and natural light. 
• Ability to clean (power wash) all surfaces.
• Warm in the winter and cool in the summer.
• Well-lit and ample room for roosting and interaction.
• A run safe from predators such as mink, raccoons, eagles, 

hawks, dogs, cats, fox, an occasional foraging bear, and other 
creatures that can dig under the fence or fly into the run.

John, a retired engineer, made concept drawings and even 
built a scale model of the coop to get my approval. We have 
always had a whimsical approach to most things we built or 
bought, so the general theme wasn't too difficult to agree on. It 
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took him about two months to complete 
the main coop and run. Of course, John 
went WAY above and beyond my ex-
pectations and all the details that make 
it so special. Before the coop was even 
finished, the hens arrived! We now have 
four Rhode Island Reds, three Barred 
Rocks, two Brahma Lights, and two 
Brahma Light roosters.

The next year John added a second 
coop for a medical, behavioral quar-
antine, a nursery, and/or just a place 
to provide separation. This coop was 
smaller but still met requirements and 
functionality.

I'm so happy with my Chicken Com-
pound. John noticed I started naming and 
holding the chickens and I am always 
smiling around them. I love to watch 
them play from my favorite chair while 
enjoying a cup of coffee or glass of wine 
and of course we both enjoy their eggs! 
I think John knows all his efforts are 
appreciated and worth it.

To date, we have been through two 
summers and two "polar vortex" winters 
without losing a hen. We lost a rooster 
(Bruce) our first winter, possibly due to 
frostbite on his comb.

Overall, we have had a good experience 
with our chickens and I know John had 
fun building the coops. We tried to live 
up to the whimsical mantra and really 
believe the chickens enjoy life in the 
compound. We get many compliments 
and John has even talked about a reality 
show, "The Chicken Coop Master!"

• The main coop is 10'x10' with a 
10-foot-high sloped metal roof and 
has two trap doors in the floor to make 
cleaning easier.

• The run is 10'x20' with welded wire 
fencing and a wire grid on top to keep the 
chickens safe.

• The mini-coop is 6'x6' with an eight-
foot-high sloped metal roof and a floor  
thatdrops down for easy cleaning. 

Chicken rules.

Our grand prize winners have received the new and improved 
EcoGlow 600 Brooder. They have been redesigned to be even 
safer, more economical, and easier to clean. The new models are 
now available in three sizes and come with a clear plastic cover.

GRAND PRIZE
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Main coop chandelier.

Three position tube feeder.
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Now Available!

Summer is Coming... 
Are You Prepared?

Chicken DeLyte™ is an easy to use daily nutritional solution for the animals you care about most.

Supports normal digestion and nutrient absorption

Proprietary blend of Macleaya cordata extract, 
prebiotics, probiotics, vitamins and electrolytes

The most complete product available 

Maintains health, wellness, vitality
and feed intake all year long

www.chickendelyte.com

Coop construction.
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The Craftsman Fluffy Butt Hut
SOCIAL MEDIA WINNER

Professional Photos: Jeffrey Pratt
Coop Design: David A. Batis Contracting and Design
Owners: Paul and Mikee Krieg (Ryder, Cru, Jasper, and Kye)
Instagram: @mikee_krieg
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The Craftsman Fluffy Butt Hut was an 
exciting addition to The Kriegs’ new 
home that was built one year ago. 

Their dream home was designed by Mikee’s 
father, David Batis, a retired architectural 
designer and home builder. Six months after 
moving into their new home, their craftsman 
style coop was also designed and built by her 
father to match their craftsman-style house. 

The coop has unique aspects that provide 
perfect protection, comfort and style to their 
rare breed chickens. The inside sanctuary is 
a 6’x6’ floorplan with two sides containing 
eight nesting boxes located conveniently for 
easy access. Each nesting box is housed with 
exterior carpeted paint pans, which allow the 
eggs to roll to the back for easy collecting. 
Paul and Mikee’s four small boys are able to 
reach the eggs, which make this daily chore 
more enjoyable. Their beautiful chickens sit 
comfortably as the made-from-scratch copula, 
two side windows, and two-way side doors 
add ventilation from the summer heat. This 
fully insulated hut and the solar and electric 
power source allow for efficient heat during 
the cold winter months. Also located inside 
the coop are three metal roosting bars, caged 
heat lamps, and fresh pine. The run door is 
operated by a pulley system, another feature 
that provides easy access, protection, and 
comfort for the chickens.  

Although these designer chickens are free-
range, they love to take breaks and retreat 
to their 6’x12’ fully caged and covered run. 
Here is where they find their water, roosting 
bar (where they love to sleep during the sum-
mertime), and PVC pipe feeders containing 
organic feed. Along the outside lies two dirt 
filled tires which invite daily dust baths. An-
other feature that adds ongoing convenience 
is the all-purpose sand throughout the run. 
This makes for easy raking and disposing and 
reduces any strong odor. 

Mikee has always had an eye for detail. 
She believes that if you are going to own 
beautiful pet chickens, they must live in a 
beautiful home. The importance of their home 
matching hers is all that much better. The 
timeless yet modern color scheme is nothing 
but appealing to any eye. White, wood, black, 
and greenery invite a modern country feel to 
this very cozy coop. Many people wonder 
how this white coop stays so clean and tidy… 
having four responsible and hardworking 
boys! Paul and Mikee have learned that own-
ing chickens is not only fun, but also teaches 
children valuable life lessons; the importance 
in simplicity, compassion, and care for living 
creatures and spaces! 
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AMERICA’S ORIGINAL Walk-Behind Brush Mower!
The DR® Field and Brush Mower is Now Better Ever!

*Assembled in 
the USA using 
domestic and 
foreign parts.

Mows 
and mulches 
weeds, brush, 
even saplings 
up to 3" thick!

FASTER. Up to 20 HP and 34"wide 
cut for faster mowing!

EASIER. Power steering 
gives you fi ngertip control.

NEW CHOICES: including 
PTO and tow-behind 
models for tractors 
and ATVs.

Own an ATV or Tractor?
MOW WHILE YOU RIDE...

Tow-Behind Models offset to left or right!

The EASY DR® Way 
to Trim and MOW!
The DR® TRIMMER MOWER gives you 5X 
the power and NONE of the backstrain of 
handheld trimmers!

TRIMS & MOWS thick grass and 
weeds without bogging down—
the ONLY trimmer guaranteed 
not to wrap!

ROLLS LIGHT AS A FEATHER 
on big, easy-rolling wheels!

THICKEST, LONGEST-LASTING 
Cutting Cord (up to 
255 mil) takes 
seconds to change. 

PLUS, TOW-BEHIND 
MODELS FOR 
TRACTORS 
AND ATVS!

* Assembled in the USA using 
domestic and foreign parts.
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FREE
SHIPPING

1 YEAR
TRIAL

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY. GO ONLINE OR CALL FOR DETAILS.

EASY
FINANCING

FREE
SHIPPING

1 YEAR
TRIAL

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY. GO ONLINE OR CALL FOR DETAILS.

EASY
FINANCING DRfi eldbrush.com 

800-365-6422TOLL
FREE

Go Online or Call for FREE DVD & Info Kit!

DRtrimmers.com 
800-365-6422TOLL

FREE

Go Online or Call for FREE DVD & Info Kit!
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May Blooms
Acreage

SOCIAL MEDIA WINNER

When we planned our coop 
and run, we wanted it to 
blend into the landscape as 

naturally as possible. We used birch and 
cedar that we milled from our property for 
the soffits, door frame, and door, as well 
as the windows. The board and batten 
exterior is Canadian red cedar. The tin 
roof adds charm and character.

Hi! I am the farmer and designer of our 
chicken coop that is currently home to 49 
mixed heritage breeds.

See more from May Blooms 
Acreage on Instagram!

instagram.com/
may_blooms_acreage

By Vanessa Takmazian
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Ventilation, egg collection and efficient waste 
removal were our focuses when building this coop. 
Ventilation is key for the health of your flock, so 
we created five independently opening shutters 
in between the two roof lines. We also have two 
2'x2' ventilation shutters on the backside of the 
coop. All our ventilation shutters have hardware 
cloth behind them to ensure no critters access our 
coop. Our nesting boxes are accessible from out-
side the coop, we have 10 nesting boxes in total. 
Our bottom nesting box door doubles as a table 
for when you are collecting eggs and need a spot 
for that beautiful basket full of eggs. The waste 
door is located at the far end of the coop, and 
allows us access to under their roosts. We applied 
vinyl under the netted-off roost area to allow for 
easy cleaning. Simply scrape out the waste into a 
wheelbarrow and add to your compost pile. 

Our ventilation shutters and our waste door. We are currently adding gut-
ters connected to a rain barrel, to supply the exterior run with fresh water.

Our exterior run is 6' high hardwire mesh; two feet has been buried surrounding the coop and rocks border the edge. Our run is 
currently 900 square feet and we have plans to triple that size. It is beautifully protected from aerial protectors by the large growth 
cedars, maples, and hemlocks that we incorporated in the run. The chickens' favorite feature is a fallen, hollowed cedar tree. 

Inside our coop we have a 4’x10’ area for stor-
age, tools, and a workspace. I am grateful for this 
space and storage. 
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We installed a self-sufficient 
watering system for all levels 
of our coop, supplied by two 
five-gallon tanks mounted be-
tween the trusses. The system 
supplies three separate lines, 
two to each level of our brooder 
boxes and one at the coop floor 
level. Each has its own shutoff 
valve and a flush valve drains 
under the coop. The birds drink 
via poultry nipples and the main 
coop line has a trough to catch 
excess water and keep moisture 
off the bedding. 

Our interior view with 10 nesting boxes, our netted-off roosts, and our wall-mounted 
double-tier brooder. Our interior ceiling height is seven feet to the underside of the 
trusses and 10 feet to the very top. Our floor space inside is 200 square feet. 

The brooder boxes are 6' long by 2' deep. We wall-mounted them to save floor space 
for the older birds. Our brooders have their poultry nipples, and heat lamps hang from 
the trusses. These brooders function as two larger ones, or you can divide and have 
four smaller brooders each with their own water and access doors. 

GET YOUR HEALTHY HARVEST AT 
healthyharvestfeed.com

FRESH PERSONALITY.

FLUFFY FEATHERS.

COMES ON STRONG, 
ESPECIALLY ON WEEKENDS.

HIS SECRET? HEALTHY HARVEST.

healthyharvestfeed.com
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GET YOUR HEALTHY HARVEST AT 
healthyharvestfeed.com

FRESH PERSONALITY.

FLUFFY FEATHERS.

COMES ON STRONG, 
ESPECIALLY ON WEEKENDS.

HIS SECRET? HEALTHY HARVEST.

healthyharvestfeed.com
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Summertime, and the livin’ is easy. Remember that 
song? On our little patch of heaven produce is at 
its peak, begging to be picked. Green beans and 

tomatoes in particular can be harvested just about every day.
One of my family’s favorite dinners is roast chicken with green beans, tomatoes, and a handful of Greek olives tossed in.
This dish makes a lot of sauce, so we like to serve it with a side of aromatic rice. I’ve included that recipe for you, too.

ROAST CHICKEN 
WITH GREEN BEANS, 

TOMATOES AND OLIVES

The recipe calls for marinating chick-
en for depth of flavor, but if you’re in 
a hurry, no worries. Roast the chicken 
without marinating. Just put chicken, half 
of the tomatoes, and all of the olives in a 
sprayed baking pan. Pour marinade over 
and continue with recipe.

Since the green beans are simply 
blanched and added to the pan during the 
last few minutes of roasting, they retain 
their bright green color and fresh flavor.

The marinade can be made ahead of 
time.

Ingredients
About 3 pounds favorite chicken piec-

es, bone-in, skin-on
1/2 cup fresh lemon juice
6 tablespoons honey, divided 
Palmful fresh oregano leaves, minced 

or 1 and 1/4 teaspoons dried oregano
1 tablespoon fresh thyme leaves, or 1/2 

teaspoon dried thyme
1 very generous tablespoon garlic, 

minced 
1/2 cup olive oil
Salt and freshly ground pepper, to taste 
4-6 nice-sized garden tomatoes, cut 

into quarters
3/4 cup Greek olives, drained and cut 

into halves or quarters
1 pound fresh green beans, stringed, cut 

in half if necessary, and blanched

CHICKEN WITH 
GREEN BEANS, 

TOMATOES, 
AND OLIVES

By Rita Heikenfeld

honey on top of the chicken and tomatoes.
Roast for 45 minutes, until chicken reg-

isters 165 degrees F. Juices will run clear.
While chicken is roasting, blanch green 

beans: bring a pot of water to a boil, add 
beans, and cook about two minutes. They 
will turn bright green and be crisp-tender. 
Drain and rinse under cold water to stop 
cooking process. This can be done ahead. 

After 45 minutes, add the green beans 
and rest of quartered tomatoes to the cas-
serole pan. Nestle them into the pan juic-
es. Continue to cook five to 10 minutes. 

Serve with a side of rice along with 
crusty bread to soak up the generous 
amount of sauce.

Tip:

• Put smaller pieces in the 
middle to keep them from be-
coming overcooked, as heat 
starts from the outside edges and 
works its way into the center of 
the pan.

• Don’t let thermometer touch 
bone when checking chick-
en. You won’t get an accurate 
reading.

Instructions

Whisk lemon juice, three tablespoons 
of honey, oregano, thyme, garlic, oil, 
salt, and pepper together. Place chicken 
in large, resealable bag. Pour marinade 
over chicken. Seal bag, pressing out air. 

Let marinate one hour to overnight in 
refrigerator. 

Preheat oven to 425 degrees F. 
Remove chicken from marinade. Save 

marinade. Arrange chicken in sprayed 
casserole in single layer, skin-side-up. 

Place half of the tomatoes around the 
chicken. Sprinkle on the olives.

Pour marinade over all.
Drizzle remaining three tablespoons 
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STOVETOP COOKED RICE 
WITH AROMATICS

Cooking aromatics in a bit of olive oil 
before adding rice elevates plain cooked 
rice to another level. Recipe can be dou-
bled or tripled.

Ingredients
1 cup favorite rice (we like long grain)
Olive oil
1/4 to 1/2 cup onion or shallot, minced
1 nice clove garlic, minced
Thyme — a small sprig or a couple of 

pinches dry thyme (optional)
2 cups chicken broth
Salt and pepper to taste
Parsley for garnish (optional)

Instructions
Heat olive oil over medium heat in a 

saucepan. Add onion and cook for a few 
minutes, until it starts to turn translucent, 
then add garlic and thyme and sauté just 
until garlic smells fragrant. This won’t 
take long.

Pour in chicken broth, bring to a boil, 
add rice and lower to a simmer. 

Cover and cook until rice is done. 
Timing will depend on the type of rice 
used. Follow package directions for 
cooking time. Long grain takes about 20 
minutes. If you used a sprig of thyme, 
remove the stem. 

Sprinkle with parsley and serve. 

Tip: 
• When cooking onion and garlic, put 

onion in the pan first, and then add the 
garlic after onion cooks a bit. Garlic 
cooks so fast and tends to burn if over-
cooked. 

Tip:
Augment canned chicken broth with 

necks, backs. No kidding, to add nutrition 
and lots of flavor to canned broth, add 
raw chicken necks and/or backs to a pan 
of canned broth. 

• Bring to a simmer, cover, and cook 
until chicken is done. Remove chicken 
and refrigerate broth overnight. Fat will 
congeal on the top, making it easy to 
remove. 

• Broth can be frozen up to six months.

Tip:
Think ahead and freeze extra herbs!
In summer, my herbs grow so prolif-

ically that I need to prune them often. 
Along with drying the herbs, I like to 
freeze them in ice cube trays. Herbs fro-
zen this way have an almost fresh-picked 
flavor in cooked dishes. 

• Place a tablespoon or so of herbs in 
ice cube trays and pour just enough water 
to cover them. Freeze hard, then pour 
another layer of water on top. Freezing 
in two layers prevents herbs from getting 
freezer burn. 

• When frozen, remove and put in 
freezerproof containers. Herbs frozen this 
way keep for up to a year.

• Herbs can also be frozen in melted 
butter or oil, using the same technique 
as freezing with water. 

• When substituting fresh frozen herbs 
for dried herbs called for in recipes, use 

RITA HEIKENFELD comes from a family 
of wise women in tune with nature. She 
is a certified modern herbalist, culinary 
educator, author, and national media 
personality. Most important, she is a 
wife, mom, and grandma. Rita lives on 
a little patch of heaven overlooking the 
East Fork River in Clermont County, 
Ohio. She is a former adjunct professor 
at the University of Cincinnati, where 
she developed a comprehensive herbal 
course. 

abouteating.com  
column: rita@communitypress.com

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

about three times as much fresh frozen 
herbs as dried. (Dried herbs contain no 
moisture, so their flavor is more intense.) 

GQF MANUFACTURING CO.
PO BOX 1552   

SAVANNAH, GA   31402  USA 

visit GQFmfg.com

Incubators, Brooders, Cages & Supplies

Quality, Utility, and Performance at a Reasonable Price
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Each spring we get another batch 
of chicks from our local hatchery. 
Our grandchildren “adopt” one or 

two, and even give them names. Whenev-
er they visit, the chicks are the first thing 
the little ones want to see. 

As the chicks mature into egg layers, 
it’s fun to see the color of eggs from the 
different breeds. But here’s the challenge: 
what to do with all the eggs? After all, 
we now have several generations of 
abundant egg layers! We give fresh eggs 
to family and friends, and I use eggs as 
often as possible in our daily meals. Even 
though fresh eggs last over a month in 
the refrigerator, still there’s an overflow 
during egg-laying season. 

So, I have learned to think ahead to the 
reality of molting season when we’ll be 
lucky to get just a few eggs. 

That’s where my freezer comes in. 
Freezing eggs is so simple and bud-
get-friendly.

Thawed eggs can be used in recipes 

the same way that they’re fresh from the 
nest, so no worries there. Think cakes, 
cookies, quiches, casseroles, custard, and 
even meringue. 

Here’s how to preserve eggs by freez-
ing and also some tips on freezing doughs 
that contain eggs.

Best eggs for freezing
Take into account that frozen eggs last 

up to one year, so freeze the freshest eggs 
you can. 

What containers are best?
I like to freeze eggs in ice cube trays 

and muffin tins. That way, after they’re 
frozen, I can transfer them to freezer 
containers. But any suitable container 
works. If you have limited space, place 
eggs in freezer bags, seal, and lay flat. 
Freeze flat, and when frozen, just stack 
on top of each other.

Tips for Freezing Extra Eggs
By Rita Heikenfeld

Should you measure before freez-
ing?

That’s up to you, depending upon how 
you’ll use the eggs.

Whole eggs
First, you cannot safely freeze whole 

eggs in their shell. Why? The shell ex-
pands during the freezing process and 
that means cracked eggs where bacteria 
can find its way in.

• Crack open the eggs and place as 
many as you like in a bowl. Whisk to-
gether gently, just enough to mix. 

• Pour into ice cube trays or muffin tins.
• Place in freezer uncovered until 

frozen hard. Remove from trays/tins and 
store in freezer containers.

Egg yolks
You have to add a bit of salt or sugar to 

yolks to prevent them from gelling and 
thickening in the freezer. 
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• For every half cup of yolks for savory 
foods, stir in 1/4 teaspoon salt.

• For every half cup of yolks for sweet 
foods, stir in 3/4 teaspoon of sugar.

• Freeze in quantities that you will 
use. I like to use muffin tins as described 
above, then remove and pack into freezer 
containers. 

Tip:
If you like, reduce the amount of salt or 

sugar used in recipes with thawed yolks. 

Egg whites
•  Just pour whites into ice cube trays or 

muffin tins and freeze as directed above. 

Thawing
Either overnight in the refrigerator or in 

a container of warm water. Eggs thaw fast 
in warm water. Use immediately.

Converting thawed eggs to fresh 
eggs in recipes

The American Egg Board (aeb.org/) 
has these recommendations based on a 
large, 2 oz. egg:

Whole Eggs
3 whole eggs = 1/2 cup
1 whole egg = 3 tablespoons
1/2 whole egg = 4 teaspoons
 
Yolks
6 to 7 egg yolks = 1/2 cup
1 egg yolk = 1 tablespoon
 
Whites
4 to 6 egg whites = 1/2 cup
1 egg white = 2 tablespoons

Containers for freezing eggs. Add salt or sugar to yolks prior to freezing to 
prevent gellling.

Whole eggs, whites, and yolks ready to freeze.

Freeze flat for limited space.

Cookie dough ready for freezer.

Freezing and using cookie dough 
made with eggs

I think it’s best to portion the dough out 
so that when it’s thawed, you can proceed 
with the recipe. Cookie doughs freeze up 
to six months extremely well. 

• Portion dough out on parchment 
lined paper. 

• Freeze, uncovered, until hard.
• Remove from paper and store in 

freezer containers. For easy removal, 
store in layers between parchment, waxed 
paper, or foil.

• To bake, place on parchment-lined 
cookie sheets, thaw, and bake as directed 
in recipe. Dough may take a bit longer to 
bake if it’s cold.

Freezing and using pie dough made 
with eggs

• Roll dough out as thin or as thick as 
you like. 

• Roll portions into thick “patties,” 
which take up less freezer space. Slip into 
freezer bags and stack.

• Thaw and roll out to fit pie pans.  

Tip: Don’t pitch shells!
A source of calcium and other miner-

als, shells can be ground up fine and given 
as a treat to your chickens. 

Seed starter
Shells make a great seedling starter. 

Rinse shell halves, poke a hole for drain-
age in the bottom, add potting soil and 
one or two seeds. When seedlings are big 
enough to plant, just crack the shell open 
at the bottom and plant, shell and all. Yes, 
the shell is biodegradable. 
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Brooder Hotel

I grew up raising chickens and I 
knew that when I was older, I would 
have my own flock. As soon as my 

husband and I bought our homestead, I 
picked up day-old chicks from our local 
feed store. We wouldn’t even move in for 
a few weeks; that’s how excited I was. We 
built a coop inside of a shed in the back-
yard, cutting a large hole in the tin for an 
extra door from the coop into my garden. 
This gave easy winter access so chickens 
could forage and turn the soil before the 
spring. When the chickens reached laying 
age, I built nest boxes and soon I wanted 
more babies. Integrating two established 
groups wasn’t always easy, so I wanted 
the chicks to be raised with the older hens 
from the start, but still safe from harm 

while they were small. That’s when the 
idea of building brooders inside the coop 
came along. 

To save space I decided on a multi-level 
brooder to grow out multiple hatches or 
different age groups. Aside from wire 
for access doors and plywood for the 
bottom, all other materials were sourced 
from the property or from old projects. 
I didn’t have an exact plan; I just built 
from the ground up to fit the space. The 
bottom level is largest, with smallest gaps 
in the wire to prevent the older hens from 
harming small chicks. It also doubles as 
a broody hen maternity ward.

Depending on the size and age of the 
chicks, all three levels combined can  
accommodate a large number. We easily 

By Amanda Morgan

See more from Amanda Morgan 
on Instagram!

instagram.com/
lakefronthomestead

fill the rabbit feeders from the outside 
as well as a built-in PVC water system 
which keeps a much tidier floor to each 
level. Larger access doors inside the coop 
allow us to sweep out old bedding as well 
as easily access the chicks. Then a small 
door leads outside the coop (although 
still within the shed to prevent escapes) 
if I want to peek inside without bothering 
the older chickens. 

We currently raise for colorful eggs 
and a friendly temperament so we plan 
to expand the coop for their comfort in 
the near future. We will also expand the 
brooder hotel to accommodate a personal-
ized maternity ward as well as a sick bay 
to isolate both young and adult chickens. 

With over 30 chickens in our flock, I 
am happy to say that the brooder hotel 
is a success in our first introduction of 
grow-outs to the year-old hens. Because 
they’ve been raised to see each other on a 
daily basis, they now happily co-exist and 
free range daily on the homestead before 
going back at night together. As time goes 
on and I spoil my chickens more, who 
knows what this coop will look like in a 
couple years! 

• Chicks • Turkeys • Ducklings 
• Goslings • Guineas 

• Gamebirds • Bantams  
• Equipment • Books
Call 717-365-3694

www.hoffmanhatchery.com
PO Box 129BP
Gratz, PA 17030

FREE 
CATALOG!!
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Antibiotics have been used widely 
in livestock and poultry for decades. 
Generally speaking their purpose has 
served as a means for control, preven-
tion and treatment of diseases; and 
for production purposes enhancing 
growth efficiencies. The downside is-
sues regarding their use in production 
poultry for human consumption is a 
concern that drug residues ingested 
may cause allergic reactions and di-
gestive problems.  The other major 
concern is the potential to encourage 
the evolution of drug resistant bac-
teria in both the poultry hosts and 
humans who either work with poultry 
or consume it.  The latter can become 
ill with these ‘super bugs’ and even 
transfer disease to other people.  The 
economic impact of excluding antibi-
otics for production purposes would 
increase the price of finished product 
by 1-3%, and decrease the quantity of 
overall production.

Poultry has grown to become Amer-
ica’s favorite protein source. Further, 
recent global declines in pork protein 
due to epidemics of African Swine 
Fever in Asian countries, support 
enhanced requirements for poultry 
as a substitute. The US Department 
of Agriculture suggests that China 

chicken imports may grow as much 
as 68% to over 575,000 tons in order 
to replace their pork protein needs.  
The future for all poultry products, 
eggs, meat and feather, looks very 
promising.  Best practices require 
the industry continue to support the 
FDA’s proposed Veterinary Feed Di-
rective(VFD), ensuring that all antibi-
otics administered to food producing 
animals are done so only under the 
supervision of licensed veterinarians. 

It is critical to mention that regard-
less of whether antibiotics or alter-
native elements are used in either 
backyard or in concentrated com-
mercial settings, best husbandry and 
biohazard security systems should al-
ways be in place and exercised strictly.  

Resilience for Birds, an all natural 
ingredient formulation, is such an 
alternative feed additive that can be 
acquired and self-mixed into varied 
feeding methods for your backyard 
flock.  Although it is illogical to pre-
sume any product can be tested 
against any/all disease agents (ie. 
bacteria, yeast & fungus, viruses), our 
Resilience has performed impressive-
ly in laboratory studies in controlling 
growth of selectively studied poultry 
pathogens like E.coli, Salmonella spp., 

Campylobacter and Candida yeast.  
Most recent studies undertaken by 
Zootrilogics in conjunction with the 
University of Missouri, Veterinary 
Diagnostic Lab and the CDC, where-
in human pathogenic Salmonella 
species (‘super bugs’), considered 
resistant to antibiotics, were inhibited 
from growth 100% in the presence of 
Resilience for Birds. Although Resil-
ience is not labeled as an antibiotic or 
therapeutic under FDA standards, we 
do propose that it can be used safely 
as both a preventative additive with 
positive influences on bird immunity 
and overall health, as well as a com-
plement to traditional veterinary 
managed treatment protocols for sick 
birds as well. 

Please visit our website in devel-
opment at www.zootrilogics.com to 
review our science based ingredient 
formulation and to order Resilience 
for Birds for your home use.  And, 
please address any questions directly 
to me, at dpernikoff@gmail.com.

Fondly,
Dr. Doug Pernikoff, DVM, MBA, 

CEO  

ANTIBIOTIC USE IN THE POULTRY INDUSTRY

ZOOTRILOGICS, LLC

DOUGLAS S PERNIKOFF, DVM, MBA, CEO 

1734 Clarkson Rd., #111, Chesterfield, MO 63017 
314-761-8583 MOBILE  ·  WWW.ZOOTRILOGICS.COM

Sponsored
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How to Make 
a Chicken Swing 

for the Coop

Do you need to make a chicken 
swing for your flock? They 
have a large run, a substantial 

and well-built coop, and plenty to eat. 
When you watch your chickens as they 
forage and interact, it appears they are 
always busy. Chickens are inquisitive 
and love to investigate a new structure in 
the coop area.  

Giving your chickens new activities 
helps alleviate boredom in the coop and 
run. When chickens are bored, they tend 
to get cranky with each other, pecking 
and even attempting to escape the run. 
Pecking order issues can be reduced when 
adding activities for the flock. If your 
hens are picking on some of the flock, 
they may be bored. Adding a chicken 
swing might be just what the flock needs. 
If they like it, consider adding more than 
one swing to the chicken run.

When you make a chicken swing, it 
gives the hens another place to go when 
avoiding the overly amorous rooster. I 
have noticed that some of my hens hide 

on the roost in the coop to avoid the 
rooster. Swings added to the run keep 
the chickens outside and reduce coop 
waste cleanup.

Build Your Flock a Chicken Swing
The first step when you make a chicken 

swing is to choose the base for the swing. 
I love to use things found in nature, so I 
am demonstrating with a slab of wood. 
This is the side cut from a log that is made 
into boards. Commonly used as firewood, 
the slabs have one rounded side that may 
retain some bark and a smoother, cut side 
underneath. I wondered if the rough bark 
side would be more comfortable for the 
chicken to grasp. Other items you could 
use for the base include a strong branch 
cut from a tree or foraged from downed 
limbs, or a scrap piece of lumber. Choose 
a base that is between 18 and 24 inches 
wide.

Sturdy rope will also be used to hang 
the swing. If you have other farm ani-
mals, baling twine might be an abundant 

By Janet Garman
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recycled resource on your property. I 
am always looking for ways to reuse 
all that baling twine. If not, purchase 
a sturdy rope from the building supply 
or hardware store. 

The tools required are simple and 
readily available. A power drill with 
a large drill bit is used to make holes 
for the rope. You might need a saw if 
you need to cut the base of the swing 
to a certain size.

• Four lengths of 1/4-inch rope. I 
used five-foot length. This will vary 
depending on how high the support is 
for the swing.

• Drill bit two sizes bigger than the 
rope diameter, for the power drill.

• Board, sturdy log or slab of wood 
as shown. I used an 18-inch length.

• Two snap hooks (optional) for 
hanging the swing. This makes it 
easier to clip to an overheard support 
using two large eye hooks. You can 
also simply tie the rope to the overhead 
support.

Step by Step Building Instruc-
tions for a Chicken Swing

Place the swing base on a solid 
surface or work bench. Using the 
drill, make two holes in each end of 
the base. Refer to the photos. Using 
two holes instead of one, when using 
a wide base, lends more stability to the 
swing. Too much movement when the 
chicken gets on the swing may cause 
the chicken to be fearful of the swing.

Cut four pieces of rope. Measure 

how long the rope needs to be to reach 
the support for hanging. Add extra 
length for the knots. I used five-foot 
lengths of rope for this swing. Push 
the rope ends through the holes in the 
swing base. On the underneath side, tie 
a knot to keep the rope from coming 
back through the hole. Repeat for the 
other three holes.

Once all four ropes are secured to 
the base, tie two ropes on each side 
together a shown.

After the knots are tied as you like, 
it’s time to hang the swing. Keep 
the base of the swing no higher than 
three feet off the ground. Jumping 
from higher distances can be hard on 
the chickens’ feet and legs. Repeated 
jumping from high distances onto hard 
and rough surfaces can cause internal 
abscesses called bumblefoot. 

Do the Chickens Like the Swing?
After you make a chicken swing 

for the coop, you will hope that your 
chickens will enjoy it. Chickens are 
naturally curious. While you were 
building the chicken swing, a few 
chickens most likely came by to check 
out the project. They make good proj-
ect supervisors. What if, after all the 
work, the chickens refuse to use the 
chicken swing? 

Here are a few ideas to try, if your 
flock is wary of the new boredom 
buster you provided.

1. Pick up one of your friendly 
chickens and show her the swing. Talk 
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soothingly and maybe have a chicken 
treat ready to sweeten the deal. 

2. Place a few pieces of chicken treats 
on the swing. Let the more curious and 
brave chickens find these. Repeat this step 
as often as you like. The swing needs to 
be associated with good things.

3. Place a few chicken treats on the 
swing. Now place one of your friendly, 
docile hens on the swing. Hopefully she 
will find a treat and decide to stay a while. 
But if not, continue with occasional treats 
and attempts. One day you will walk by 
and see a hen sitting on the swing, enjoy-
ing the afternoon sun.

For more do-it-yourself projects, 
check out my latest chicken care book, 
50 Do-It-Yourself Projects for Keeping 
Chickens (Skyhorse Publishing 2018). It 
is available in the Countryside Bookstore. 
iamcountryside.com/shop 

Chicken Coops, Brooders, 
Runs, Swings, Dust Baths, 

and More!

50 DO-IT-YOURSELF 
PROJECTS FOR  

KEEPING CHICKENS
Get ready to jump into the world of 
chickens, one  DIY project at a time. 

Owning and raising  chickens doesn’t 
have to  be an expensive hobby. 

With imagination, simple tools, and  
salvaged or bargain  materials, you can 

make  everything your flock needs  
for their health and safety.

Order at iamcountryside.com/shop or by calling 970-392-4419
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Litter Management and Incredible Chicken Coop Compost

Using the deep litter method in 
your coop can make the dif-
ference between you enjoying 

keeping chickens and you hating your 
coop every weekend. Many people I 
talk to that gave up on raising chickens 
blamed the amount of work it took to keep 
a coop clean. Unfortunately, they didn’t 
know about the deep litter method, nor 
did they know how to use it.

Deep Litter Method
What is the deep litter method? It’s 

a straightforward way to manage the 
floor of your coop, and it works just as it 
sounds; it’s a deep bedding pack of litter, 
or more specifically; pine shavings. A 
properly managed deep litter floor will 
save you time and effort, potentially 
changing your monthly coop cleaning 
into an annual one.

Best Litter Type
There are a few potential options for lit-

ter in chicken coops including hay, straw, 
sand, pine pellets, and pine shavings. In 
my experiences, the best litter for deep 
litter method coops is pine shavings by 
far, but let’s talk some pros and cons of 
the other options.

Hay and Straw
Hay and straw are common go-to bed-

ding choices for new chicken keepers, 
mainly due to preconceived notions. 
Unfortunately, they are the worst options 
out there by far. Hay and straw may smell 

nice and give your coop an old-time feel 
at first, but it’ll quickly become the bane 
of your existence if you let it. Firstly; hay 
and straw have a habit of matting down in 
a coop or barn. When you go to muck out 
a coop that is one big, thick sheet of hay 
or straw, it’s a back killer. You need to tear 
the solid blanket of bedding apart to re-
move it, making it very time-consuming.

Hay and straw also soak up the mois-
ture in your coop, which sounds good, but 
it never lets it go. This lack of evaporation 
causes nasty ammonia smells and gives 
bacteria and mold an ideal environment 
to hide and multiply.

Dry, loose hay and straw are very flam-
mable, especially when fluffed. If you’re 
using any heat source, especially any 
source of radiant heat (i.e., heat lamps) 
or open flame heating (i.e., propane 
brooders), the risk of fire is unreasonably 
high. If you’re keeping poultry in winter 
months, this should be a big concern to 
you. Additionally, wet hay can auto-ig-
nite, which means it can get hot enough 
to start burning without any outside ig-
nition source. That’s why bales must be 
dry before being put up in a barn or loft.

Pine Pellets
Pelleted bedding started becoming 

popular when wood pellet stoves became 
all the rage. Pelleted wood bedding does 
work for some species, being most pop-
ular with horse barns, but chickens don’t 
discern between bedding pellets and food 
pellets very well. Having your birds fill 

up on wood is not conducive to a nutri-
tious meal, which is why I steer people 
away from pelleted bedding.

Sand
Sand is a valid option. Many pigeon 

keepers prefer sand as their bedding of 
choice, and it mostly works for them. 
Sand works best in outside chicken runs 
in my opinion. When used in conjunction 
with a proper sub-base of crushed gravel 
and attention paid to drainage concerns; 
sand can turn a mud hole into a decent 
chicken run. For those who want a good 
tip on how to raise free range chickens, 
consider using sand with a gravel base 
in your high-traffic areas, such as near 
stationary feeders and around your coop.

Pine Shavings
Pine shavings are the hands-down 

best product for bedding, especially in a 
deep litter method system. Unlike straw 
and hay, pine shavings don’t create the 
abdominal mat that’s guaranteed to make 
you hate your life when mucking out the 
coop. Pine shavings absorb moisture well 
but also releases moisture into the atmo-
sphere, which is essential to us as poultry 
keepers. This release of moisture prevents 
the buildup of moisture that would other-
wise breed bacteria in our bedding.

How Deep?
The deep litter method works best in 

non-commercial applications when the 
depth is between eight inches and eigh-

By Jeremy Chartier

USING THE DEEP LITTER    METHOD IN THE COOP
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teen. Any less, and you lose the mass 
to absorb normal moisture levels in the 
coop. Any deeper than eighteen inches 
and you eventually create a hard pack 
of compressed shavings at the bottom of 
your litter.

If you intend to turn your bedding 
with a pitchfork or other means, then 
you can go as deep as you’re willing to 
dig. My personal experience has been 
that chickens won’t consistently turn the 
bedding deeper than ten inches. In com-
mercial operations, the use of industrial 
equipment is an option for tilling the litter 
which is why some floor operations will 
go beyond eighteen inches. Unless you 
plan to rototill inside your coop, I don’t 
suggest going that deep.

Why It Works
If you run a sponge under water, it 

soaks up water until it can’t anymore. 
You set that sponge on the counter, and 
it’ll release that water back into the at-
mosphere eventually. Deep pine shaving 
bedding does the same. When moisture 
from droppings or small leaks from a 
waterer enter the bedding pack, it soaks it 
up and allows it to escape into the atmo-
sphere later. This soaking and releasing 
stops moisture from causing that strong 
ammonia chicken coop smell we’re all 
trying to avoid, and keeps your bedding 
dry and loose.

Why It Fails
This deep litter method is not fool-

proof. Grossly leaking water dispensers 
and rainwater infiltration of the coop can 
saturate the bedding so much that it’s a 

total loss. Being mindful of leaks in the 
coop will keep your bedding pack func-
tioning properly.

Spoilage
A properly managed bedding pack will 

slowly absorb manure and eventually turn 
grey on top. Layer chickens are always 
rummaging through their environment, 
so they should be mixing the top layer 
of shavings, continuously exposing fresh 
shaving to add to the mix. Eventually, the 
bedding pack will turn grey all the way 
through, indicating that it has absorbed 
all it can absorb and it’s time to change it.

Tillage
If you have broiler birds, they won’t 

likely help you much with turning the 
bedding. In this case, a pitchfork will 
have to do the job for them. Alternatively, 
if you set the bedding deeper than your 
layers will dig, you will eventually have 
to manually flip the bedding to bring up 
the fresh shavings from below.

Lifespan
The lifespan of a well managed deep 

bedding depends on way too many vari-
ables to cover here, but my free-range 
flock gets a bedding change about twice 
per year. I raise pullets in the spring 
from day old until they reach six to eight 
weeks in my brooder barn, then sell 
them to backyard flocks. I can run two 
pullet batches and one run of broilers on 
the same bedding pack before changing, 
assuming that I maintain tight biosecurity 
and properly maintain my bedding pack. 
Your mileage may vary, but I can assure 

you that it will make your life easier by 
reducing the frequency of cleanouts.

Structure Considerations
Most barns and coops will need a kick 

plate at the doors when using the deep 
litter method. Without a kick plate to 
keep the bedding depth consistent right 
up to the door, you’ll create a nasty mess 
where you step most. A simple two by 
eight piece of nominal lumber or a slice 
of plywood will suffice.

Spent Litter Use
Don’t throw away your spent litter! I 

suggest aging your spent litter in compost 
piles for a year, then using it as a soil 
amendment. You’ll be amazed at your 
results in the garden but use it sparingly, 
so you don’t burn your garden beds with 
a high concentration of nitrogen. If you’re 
not interested in doing that, ask your gar-
dening neighbor, they may be interested. 
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APA Flock Inspection Program
American Poultry Association 

Certifies Flocks as Standard-bred

With increased interest in heri-
tage breed poultry, the Amer-
ican Poultry Association is 

stepping up to promote standard breeds. 
Its Flock Certification Program, revived 
in 2014 after being abandoned in the 
1950s, will certify consumer chicken and 
other poultry with the APA’s imprimatur.

Those who are producing meat and 
eggs from their flocks can meet APA 
standards and use that to sell their prod-
ucts. With a label saying that their meat 
and eggs come from APA-certified flocks, 
they can set a premium price for their 
superior products. 

It’s a way for producers to cover the 
higher costs of raising heritage breed 
chickens. It can also help educate con-
sumers about heritage breeds. It gives 
chickens back their most important job: 
providing meat and eggs.

“We have come to grips with how we 

will inspect for market quality and how 
the flock matches the standard,” said 
Dave Anderson, APA president. 

What “Standard” Means
The APA was formed, back in 1873, 

and the first written Standard of Excel-
lence (it’s now called the Standard of 
Perfection) was published in 1874. Poul-
try shows were popular, and winning was 
important to marketing all the producers’ 
products: breeding chickens, hatching 
eggs, and newly hatched chicks. The 
objective of the Standard was to “stan-
dardize the varieties of domestic fowl so 
that a fair decision could be made as to 
which qualities marked prize winners,” 
the current Standard says.

The Standard was written to improve 
the quality, uniformity, and marketabili-
ty of poultry flocks. Over the years, its 
emphasis changed to focus on showing 

poultry, but economic value has remained 
significant. The Standard still lists Eco-
nomic Qualities in its breed descriptions. 
Breeds developed because they had a 
use, such as meat quality, more eggs, or 
adaptation to a particular climate. 

“Standard” is the operant word, mean-
ing breeds that have been documented and 
officially recognized. Heritage, historic, 
traditional, antique, heirloom, and other 
words are descriptive, but their meanings 
vary slightly and can be stretched and 
distorted to cover anything. “Standard” 
is a word with a defined meaning: Only 
breeds that were recognized and included 
in the Standard before 1952 can qualify. 

Production counts
Not every chicken with a Standard 

name will make a good, productive flock. 
Hatchery stock may have unacceptable 
defects. Birds bred for exhibition may 

By Christine Heinrichs
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have lost their productivity. Chickens are 
more than pretty feathers.

“They need to have good muscle 
development, fertility, and egg produc-
tion,” said Frank Reese whose Barred 
Plymouth Rock, New Hampshire, Co-
lumbian Wyandotte, and White Cornish 
flocks have received certification. His 
Bronze, Bourbon Red, White Holland, 
and Narragansett turkey flocks are also 
certified. “This program should help 
people improve quality and production 
of these birds.”

Getting certified
To issue the certification, APA-quali-

fied judges come to the farm to inspect 
flocks with reference to the APA-written 
Standard of Perfection. 

They are not only there to inspect. They 
can also offer advice on breeding and 
husbandry to improve and strengthen the 
flock. They can direct the flock owner on 
selecting which birds to breed. 

Definition and labelling
Reese, in cooperation with the Live-

stock Conservancy and others, has de-
veloped a Heritage Breed definition that 
relies on the APA Standard. His label has 
been approved by the USDA and goes on 
each bird packaged and sold. 

Two other poultry producers have got-
ten their flocks certified: Greenfire Farms 
in Florida for their Black Copper Marans 
and Light Sussex; and Old Time Farm in 
Pennsylvania for Partridge Chantecler 
and Bronze Turkeys. 

Shelley Oswald of Old Time Farm in 
Pennsylvania got her birds certified to 
provide as much information as possible 
to her customers. She also raises grass-
fed beef from Milking Devon cattle and 
makes maple syrup. She was frustrated by 
the confusion of labeling claims.

“American Milking Devon are regis-
tered cattle, so the consumer knows what 
that means,” she said. “But with poultry, 
the only way to verify the breed is if they 
are inspected.”

FSIS issued guidelines for labelling in 
2016, requiring producers to document 
claims. The guidelines accept third party 
certification such as that offered by the 
APA.

“I got the certification because it was 
what I had to do to be authentic,” she said. 
“It doesn’t mean the birds are perfect, but 
that they represent the breed are supposed 

to represent. It’s not a stamp of approval.”
She sells her chickens at the farmers 

market for $8 a pound, with more demand 
than she can supply. Telling the story is 
important to educate her customers and 
justify the higher price.

“I explain that these chickens are a rare 
breed, raised for show and for produc-
tion,” she said. “I see the light go on in 
their eyes: This is what I think of when I 
think of when I’m buying a farm-raised 
chicken.”

She plans to scale up. She got a license 
to process her poultry on farm in 2017. In 
2018, she received a $15,000 USDA grant 
to promote her products. That has helped 

her hire a marketing consultant to educate 
the public about the historic relevance 
of Standard breeds and the importance 
of breed conservation to preserve traits.

She finds the public unprepared for a 
range of products, such as schmaltz, but 
eager to learn. Explaining definitions 
clearly is a struggle, as industrial poultry 
companies try to muscle in on the market. 
Words with vague definitions can be used 
to mislead consumers.

“We need to tell the public that chick-
ens and turkeys must be historical, 
authentic, and pure-bred, to carry that 
label,” she said. “They have to be true 
representations of a historically accurate 

EST. 1917
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American Poultry Association amerpoultryassn.com

Greenfire Farms greenfirefarms.com

Old Time Farm oldtime.farm

What It Takes to Get Certified
The requirements are listed, 

along with other information, on 
the APA website:

• Applicant/flock owner must 
be a member in good standing of 
the APA.

• Registration form, accompa-
nied by the appropriate fees, must 
be filed with the Secretary of the 
APA.

• Flock must be inspected, on 
the premises, by an APA-approved 
flock inspector. All licensed judg-
es are eligible to be inspectors of 
flocks that they are licensed to 
judge.  

• Flocks must conform to the 
requirements set forth in the latest 
version of the APA Standard of Per-
fection for the breed/variety under 
certification including weight.

• Inspector must visually inspect 
all birds in the flock and physically 
inspect a minimum of 20% of the 
flock.

• Flock shall contain no more 
than 2% disqualifications that affect 
market value (i.e. deformed back, 
crooked keel, etc.).

• Flock shall contain no more 
than 10% visible disqualifications 
that do not affect market value (i.e. 
stubs, foreign comb, side sprigs, 
etc.).

• Flock shall appear healthy with 
no visibly ill specimens.

• Certifications are good for three 
years.

bird. Hybrids do not qualify. You need 
to have documentation for it. That’s why 
you need to have certification to verify 
that you have those birds.” 

Slow-growing heritage breeds that 
are active on range have more flavor but 
require different cooking methods to 
make them tender. Slow cooking at low 
heat works. Oswald has had success with 
Instant Pots, multi-use programmable 
cookers. She plans to get her meat and 
eggs tested for nutritional content, to see 
how they compare to industrial chicken. 

Oswald, who sells her certified Bronze 
Turkey poults, also sells breeding stock, 
hatching eggs and chicks.

“It’s all about integrity,” she said. “The 
only way consumers are going to get 
what they think they are getting is if it is 
verified in some way.”

Greenfire Farms is targeting a different 
market with its Black Copper Marans and 
Light Sussex. Paul Bradshaw is selling 
certified day-old chicks to hobbyists. 
He went to France in 2017 to bring back 
exhibition quality Black Copper Marans. 
Marans lay dark brown eggs. 

He’s getting a premium price for 
them, $49 a chick. Hatcheries selling 
BC Marans chicks that do not have that 
certification sell for $10-$12. So far, he’s 
the only one selling Marans chicks from 
a certified flock.

“I’d recommend it to anyone who sells 
chicks,” he said. “It’s worth doing. The 
backyard hobbyist who is only going to 
have six birds is willing to pay the price.”

As Oswald has experienced, he can sell 
as many as he can produce. The demand 
is greater than he can supply.  

CHRISTINE HEINRICHS writes from her 
home on California’s Central Coast. She 
keeps a backyard flock of a dozen hens, 
eight large fowl of various breeds and 
four bantams. Her book, How to Raise 
Chickens, was first published in 2007, just 
as the local food movement was starting 
to focus attention on the industrial food 
system. Backyard chickens became the 
mascot of local food. The third edition of 
How to Raise Chickens was published in 
January 2019. The Backyard Field Guide 
to Chickens was published in 2016. Look 
for them in Tractor Supply stores and 
online. She has a B.S. in journalism from 
the University of Oregon and belongs 
to several professional journalism and 
poultry organizations.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

DEDICATED TO PROMOTING AND
PROTECTING STANDARD-BRED POULTRY

 

Benefits include:
Quarterly Newsletter-Annual Yearbook
Officially Sanctioned Shows and Judges

JOIN TODAY-Dues: $20 per year or $50 for 3 years
Junior members $20 per year or $50 for 3 years

American Poultry Association
PO Box 9, Lucasville, OH 45648

Phone: 740-876-4845 -  Email:  apasecretaryadkins@gmail.com
Website: amerpoultryassn.com

AmericAn Poultry AssociAtion



backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com      59August/September 2019



60 Backyard Poultry

Age Appropriate 
Chicken Chores 
for Children
Chicken Coop Cleaning, 

Egg Collecting, and more!

He was only a few years old when I let him go down 
to the chicken coop all by himself to collect morning 
eggs. I should’ve known it was not an age-appropriate 

chore, but he was excited. Full of pride, joy, and giggles, he 
brought one little egg from the coop. But back at the house, 
out slipped the egg from his hands and splattered onto the 
floor. Crocodile tears began. I didn’t know whether to laugh or 
cry with him. I giggled, though he didn’t think it was funny. I 
assured him there was no use crying over a splattered egg, and 
that you can’t fry eggs on the floor, silly.

Later that evening, in an attempt to not discourage him, we 
went together with a basket, and one by one he loaded all of his 
little egg prizes with great joy. And no splatters.

Raising chickens and children together is fun, especially if 
you can start when they are little (the children and the chick-
ens!). There’s nothing quite like teaching mini-homesteaders 
how to tend a flock. From cuddling chicks to chicken coop 
cleaning, there are age appropriate chores for just about anyone. 
It’s one of the easiest jobs around the barnyard, and it helps the 
parent plus teaches lifelong skills and responsibility. Involving 

your family in the farm life is a unique way to connect with 
one another while getting back to the land. My favorite part of 
homesteading, and chicken keeping, is when a family gathers 
together — pun intended.

Homesteading today helps your children learn old-time skills 
in a modern world. And raising chickens as pets or livestock can 
the “gateway animal” for you and your kids. Learning where 
their food comes from is valuable to learn in life. And the feeling 
of seeing their bounty come to fruition is incomparable. 

With these age-appropriate chicken chores, your children 
can help you around the homestead while still having a little 
breathing room, and maybe even a little fun!

Age Appropriate Chores for Children
While it’s easier (and quicker) to do chores on your own, try 

starting mini-chicken-keepers with smaller tasks, then move 
into certain chores by age. Make sure older children can do 
all of the things in the age-appropriate list of years before you 
reach their age on this list.

1 to 3 years: With supervision, children can place eggs in and 
out of baskets. They can also toss treats to the chickens. Up until 
the age of 4 (and even beyond), children have ultra-sensitive 
and immature immune systems. They are very susceptible to 
contracting bacteria. Make sure you’re not allowing your littlest 
chicken keepers to do things that could cause harm to them 
if they place hands in their mouths. Don’t keep them around 
during coop cleaning time, allow them to pick up dirty eggs, etc.

4 to 6 years: With supervision, children can place eggs in 
and out of baskets, replace nesting box bedding, feed and water 
chickens (with limitations), and offer treats and entertainment 
for the flock. Just make sure they aren’t playing “chase” with 
the rooster! That could be a recipe for disaster. Ask me how I 
know . . . 

By Amy Fewell
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7 to 9 years: Consider individual tasks that your child can 
do without supervision. Start giving them the singular task of 
feeding and watering on their own each day. You can monitor 
them while you’re doing other tasks around the homestead. Once 
they’ve mastered one chore without supervision, add on more, 
such as seasonal coop cleaning and daily coop freshening. Just 
make sure they aren’t too overwhelmed. Being overwhelmed 
can cause them to become discouraged and not want to do 
anything at all.

At this age, children can also learn about administering herbs 
and doing health checks with supervision, and they can also help 
set up brooders and tend to chicks (again, with supervision).

Another fun part about this age is cooking in the kitchen with 

Involving your family in the 
farm life is a unique way to 
connect with one another while 
getting back to the land. My 
favorite part of homesteading, 
and chicken keeping, is when a 
family gathers together — pun 
intended.
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Earth and other minerals please go to 
researchdiatomaceousearth.com.
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your kiddos. Introduce them to egg dishes 
that they can make on their own, such as 
scrambled eggs. There’s an excitement 
when they’ve fed, collected, and cooked 
their chicken’s eggs!

Your mini-chicken-keepers may ex-
plore their own egg or chicken business 
around this age. Start kindling that de-
sire. Chickens are an easy egg or chick 
business for little children. It teaches 
them discipline, responsibility, business 
attributes, and even shows them how re-
warding it is when you do a good job and 
get paid for your hard work! You might 

AMY FEWELL is homesteader, 
wife, mama, and the author of The 
Homesteader’s Herbal Companion and 
The Homesteader’s Natural Chicken 
Keeping Handbook. She is also the 
founder of the popular Homesteaders 
of America organization and annual 
conference. She and her family live on 
their little homestead in the foothills of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia, where 
they raise heritage breed livestock, grow a 
kitchen garden, and live a holistic lifestyle 
from home to barnyard!

thefewellhomestead.com
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explore local 4-H options as well.

10+ years of age: From 10 years and 
older, children can completely and inde-
pendently take care of chickens if they 
have some prior experience. If not, start 
at the 7 to 9 age and work your way up. 

Children can feed and water chickens, 
clean out waterers and feed bins, carry 
feed bags, administer herbs (with some 
supervision), do routine health checks, 
fix simple chicken coop and run issues, 
clean the coop when needed, freshen 
the coop each day, help tend to and set 

up chicks (some can do this all on their 
own, but others may need supervision), 
and basically all of the things that any 
chicken keeper would do. 

Use sound judgement on things like 
wing clipping and spur removal, as they 
may still need some help with the tougher 
tasks.

It’s All About Maturity
While we can break down chores and 

abilities by age, the reality is that it comes 
down to maturity. Some children simply 
have no interest in chickens and with their 
lack of maturity, you could do more dam-
age to your flock than good. Do routine 
daily or every-other-day flock check-ins. 
Many times I’ve walked to the coop and 
thought the chores had been done, but 
sadly, they had not been. 

When all else fails, go with what you 
think your child is capable of doing — no 
matter their age. Some 7-year-olds may 
be doing the tasks of a 13-year old with-
out any supervision, while the 13-year old 
is the one you have to check on each day. 

No matter the maturity, encourage your 
children to be involved. Never try to force 
them to enjoy their chores. Some children 
simply won’t like chickens, and that’s 
okay too! Does it get them out of chores? 
Not necessarily. But it does teach them 
that you have a mutual respect for their 
feelings and opinions, while still enforc-
ing that a working homestead must be 
tended to, and this is their contribution to 
the household. Might as well have a little 
fun while doing it! And maybe at the end 
of the day, homemade ice cream with this 
glorious fresh eggs might help as well.  

Hatch your own eggs…
Brinsea the world leading incubator manufacturer is adding 
to its range of incubators, brooders, egg candlers 
and automatic coop door openers.  
All with 3 year warranty.

www.brinsea.comFor more information 
www.brinsea.com 
or call 1-888-667-7009
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Chicken 
Society

Chickens Reveal 
Sophisticated 
Social Skills

Chickens lead complex social lives. They need familiar 
companions to feel safe to perform normal, healthy 
activities. Negotiating a basic pecking order, while 

protecting and feeding mates, relatives, and offspring, is a 
more complicated task than it looks, and requires a degree of 
sophistication. To this end, chickens have evolved advanced 
social recognition and manipulation skills, together with sound 
logic and empathy. They are aware of others’ points of view and 
feelings, and make tactical decisions in their dealings with one 
another. As their providers, we need to be aware of their social 
and behavioral needs, so that we can provide an environment 
that is conducive to harmony and good welfare. 

Free-living chickens have demonstrated that their society 
and behavior differ little from those of their wild counterparts, 
despite over 8,000 years of domestication. Wild fowl typically 
live in small groups of females accompanied by several males, 
numbering two to fifteen individuals. They range over a terri-
tory as a coherent group, although members sometimes change 
groups, enabling an exchange of genes. Living in a flock has 
the advantages of safety in numbers and ready access to mates. 
Many heads enhance vigilance and the chances of finding food. 
On the other hand, group members face increased competition 
over food, perches, and other resources. They need a conflict 
resolution strategy: the famous pecking order.

As youngsters grow, they gently learn the art of ritual pos-
turing and assessing their opponents’ worth, as they confront 
one another with head and ruff raised. On maturity, they contest 
their place in the flock hierarchy through such ritual displays 
and aggressive pecks, sometimes leading to jumping and claw-
ing. Weaker individuals signal their submission by crouching 
or fleeing. Once the dominance relationship is established 
between two individuals, they need never fight again; a hard 
stare from the dominant is all that is usually required for the 
subordinate to drop eye contact and walk away. While roosters 
dominate hens overall, each sex establishes its own hierarchy. 
This is then stable until dominant members leave, youngsters 
come of age, or new members join the flock. Chickens do not 
need to fight every individual they meet. They remember their 
ranking relative to others and how flock members relate to one 

By Tamsin Cooper

TOP: Hens prefer to follow and breed with a dominant rooster. Image 
by Andreas Göllner from Pixabay. MIDDLE: Chicks learn from their 
mother hen. Image by Andreas Göllner from Pixabay. BOTTOM: 
Chickens rest and preen together. Image by Tamsin Cooper.
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another. If they observe a dominant bird 
being beaten by another, they do not dare 
to challenge the winner.

A dominant rooster’s comb swells as 
he takes on leadership roles, displaying 
bold, explorative, and vigilant behavior, 
as a mark of his authority. Such behavior 
and appearance attract hens, who gener-
ally prefer dominant roosters, especially 
those who give the most energetic and 
frequent food calls, and those who find 
different food types. Chickens know each 
other by the sound of their calls, as well 
as by facial features. Calling hens to feed 
while picking up and dropping tidbits is 
the initiation of the male’s courtship dis-
play. This does not always lead to mating 
attempts, so hens get a chance to evaluate 
each male cumulatively by the quality 
and truthfulness of his calls. Some males 
attempt to improve their score by calling 
when they have not found any food. Hens 
quickly learn to ignore roosters who at-
tempt to deceive them. 

Hens also show a preference for unre-
lated roosters who differ in appearance. 
Both hens and roosters prefer several 
sexual partners to improve the survival 
chances of their offspring. At times, hens 
are coerced by less desirable roosters: 
relatives or subordinate males. If a dom-
inant male is available, she will call out 
for help, as he will interrupt the mating. 
Otherwise she can eject the sperm post 
coitus. In addition, she benefits from 
an internal process that favors sperm of 
males who differ genetically, thereby 
avoiding inbreeding. Given that she can 
store sperm for up to two weeks, she is 

able to sample different sires and select 
the most genetically compatible. A dom-
inant hen mates less readily: this may 
allow her to exert more choice.

Hens may not rule the roost, but they 
have the final say.

As a highly social species, chickens 
have a wide repertoire of vocal and visual 
language. Their chatter keeps them in 
contact and highly synchronized. This 
coordination was vital for their survival 
in the wild. In modern settings, it is still 
important to provide motivation to per-
form healthy behaviors, such as preen-
ing, dust bathing, resting, and foraging. 
If a hen sees her companions engaged 
in a communal activity, she is strongly 
motivated to join them, and will become 
frustrated if she is obstructed. Not only is 
it important for us to provide facilities for 
our flock to carry out these activities, it is 
essential to ensure that they can perform 
them together.

Chickens pick up on one another’s 
emotions, as conveyed through body 
language and the tone of their calls. If 
one hen is upset, fear will quickly spread 
through the whole flock, while content-
ed companions spread soothing vibes. 
Chicks look to their mothers as emotional 
barometers and remain unruffled if their 
mothers stay calm. The presence of the 
mother hen helps chicks to cope in the 
face of change and stressful events.

The value of a broody hen is easily 
overlooked in modern times. Apart from 
helping chicks to deal with stress, mother 
hens are invaluable for their chicks’ social 
and general education. From an early age, 

Chickens prefer to perform activities together. Image by Andreas Göllner from Pixabay.
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in housing and pens give lower ranking 
individuals the opportunity to escape 
hostile attention. Multi-male flocks need 
plenty of space for conflict avoidance, 
and ten hens per rooster are recommend-
ed, although some males will settle for 
fewer. Although a rooster is not necessary 
to induce hens to lay eggs, he will boost 
healthy behavior.

Modern practice often favors frequent 
introduction of unfamiliar hens. However, 
introductions cause stress which can be 
detrimental to health. Most importantly, 
the stability of the flock is key, as hens 
in stable flocks feed more, enjoy better 
health and well-being, and lay more.  

Source: Garnham, L. and Løvlie, H. 
2018. Sophisticated fowl: the complex 
behaviour and cognitive skills of chickens 
and red junglefowl. Behavioral Sciences, 
8(1), 13.

hens show their hatchlings what to eat, 
what to avoid, where to explore, and how 
to communicate. She is their model for 
suitable social and future sexual partners. 
This is why ducklings raised by hens 
become confused as to suitable mates 
when they mature. Chicks raised by hens 
understand more poultry calls and forage 
better than those raised in an incubator.

Similarly, a rooster can greatly improve 
the welfare of hens by encouraging nat-
ural behavior. Not only does he protect 
and coordinate their activities, he can 
also improve survival and production 
by simply stimulating natural courtship 
behavior. Alpha hens and roosters are 
not simply elite despots: they are model 
citizens from whom flock members learn 
by emulation. In trials, hens learned a for-
aging task better after watching a trained 
hen, especially if she were dominant.

Chickens of any station have social 
manipulation tricks up their feathered 
sleeves that Machiavelli would be proud 
of, such as the courtship deception al-
ready mentioned. Subordinate roosters 
dare not sound their tidbitting call when 
the alpha male is in earshot. However, 
they still give a silent display when hens 
are looking, and add the vocal element 
when he is distracted. The boss himself 

TAMSIN COOPER is a smallholder who 
owns goats and chickens in France. She 
follows the latest research on behavior, 
welfare and sustainability, and mentors 
on animal welfare courses. Find her 
online at goatwriter.com.
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is dutiful in calling out the predator alarm 
to his females and offspring, but he is 
more likely to call out if a subordinate is 
nearby who is more likely to be spotted 
by the predator. This does not mean that 
chickens are short on empathy. Cleverly 
designed tests revealed that hens could 
imagine the plight of their chicks and 
displayed emotional distress, over and 
above any innate reaction to chicks’ calls.

Despite the ingenuity of naturally 
evolved social strategies, domestic fowl 
are notably more aggressive than their 
wild ancestors, due to selective breeding 
for cockfighting in their breed history. 
Consequently, care must be taken when 
keeping multiple roosters. Although in 
many cases they limit their interactions 
to ritualistic threats, bloodshed is always 
a possibility.

Considering the nature of social in-
teractions, we can structure our flock’s 
environment to allow our chickens to 
meet their social needs. This involves 
allowing adequate space for subordinates 
to flee aggression, while giving the flock 
the resources to meet their physical and 
behavioral needs, such as feeding, dust 
bathing, nesting, perching, and preening, 
and the space to perform these activities 
communally. Partitions and hiding places 
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Breeds That Go the Extra Mile

How long do chickens lay eggs? 
Even hens from the best egg-lay-
ing chicken breeds eventually 

stop producing.  Here is some general 
information about length of egg-produc-
tion and some breeds that seem to have 
extra-long laying lives.

At some point, even the best egg-lay-
ing chicken breeds stop laying. A new 
pullet has 15,000 (or more) microscopic 
eggs in her ovaries at time of hatching 
but will not actually lay that many as an 
adult. Some research indicates that the 
average hen will produce about 600 eggs 
in her lifetime. Though lots of research 
has been done on this, there is still much 
we don’t know about why hens gradually 
stop laying, even when all nutritional 
and environmental factors should be in 
their favor.

Backyard poultry keepers may hear two 
commonly used terms in the egg-produc-
tion industry: “rate of lay” and “longevity 
of lay.”  Simply put, “rate of lay” means 
how many eggs a chicken will produce 
in a period of time, usually the first year 
of actual laying. It is often expressed as 
a percentage.  A commercial White Leg-
horn laying 335 eggs in her first laying 
year is at a rate of 92% (335 eggs divided 
by 365 days).  A Brahma laying 180 eggs 
in her first year is producing at a rate of 
only 49%. The term “longevity of lay” 
refers to how long a bird or flock will pro-
duce. Commercial flocks are usually done 
laying by the end of their second laying 
year, and sometimes sooner. Chickens 
kept in home flocks with low stress, good 
care, and lots of love often lay eggs for at 
least three to four years. 

Most chickens begin to lay at about 
twenty weeks of age. Many commercial 
strains have been bred to start laying as 
early as eighteen weeks. A few larger 
breeds, such as Brahmas, Cochins, and 
Jersey Giants may not start producing 
until 26 or even 28 weeks of age. 

Some people use a 600-egg lifetime-av-
erage, as a rule of thumb, for planning 
how long a bird will lay: If a breed is 
known to lay 150 eggs in a year, they 
figure it will lay for four years. If it lays 
300 eggs in a year, they estimate the 
production life to be two years. In reality, 
most birds’ second-year production will 
drop to 60-70% of what it was in the first 
year, then to about 40% in the third year, 
and as low as 10-20% in the fourth and 
subsequent years. 

One of the biggest reasons that hens, 

By Doug Ottinger
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stop laying is that they get older and 
reach the end of their production life.  
This can be subjective, as some birds 
quit production after two or three years, 
and others may still faithfully pump out a 
few eggs every week, even at six or seven 
years of age. 

After eight to 10 months of laying, 
most hens go into a molt for a few weeks. 
They lose old feathers and start growing 
new ones, usually in late summer or fall. 
During this time protein is put into the 
developing feathers, and egg production 
diminishes greatly or ceases entirely. 
Once feathers regrow, egg production 
resumes. 

Light hours are very important. Hens 
lay best with 15 to 16 hours of light per 
day. In commercial egg farms, artificial 
lighting is used when there are not enough 
daylight hours. However, young Aus-
tralorp pullets sometimes start laying in 
wintertime, with only 10 to 11 hours of 
light, so even this factor can be variable.

For optimal egg production, hens 
need adequate protein levels, as well as 
calcium and trace minerals. Commercial 
laying feeds normally contain about 16% 
protein. If you feed lots of table scraps, 
the hens may eat more of the scraps and 
less commercial feed. There is nothing 
wrong with nutritious table scraps, but if 
protein levels drop, so will egg produc-
tion. If you want more eggs, decrease 
the table scraps and increase the laying 
feed. Production should pick up in about 
five days. Also, make sure they have 
enough calcium. Even though laying feed 
contains about 2% calcium, it may not 
contain enough for older hens, who do 
not process calcium as well as younger 
hens. If hens produce soft-shelled eggs 
that break, they will start eating them. 
They will also begin eating the ones that 

DOUG OTTINGER lives in northwest Minnesota with his wife, Connie. They raise chickens, 
ducks, and geese on their small hobby farm. Doug's educational background is in 
agriculture, with an emphasis in poultry and avian genetics.
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Most chickens begin to lay at twenty 
weeks of age. Many commercial strains 
have been bred to start laying as early 
as eighteen weeks. A few larger breeds, 
such as Brahmas, Cochins, and Jersey 
Giants may not start producing until 26 
or even 28 weeks of age.

don’t break. Additional calcium can be 
very important.

To keep hens productive and laying, 
lots of cool, clean water is also important. 
Hens prefer cool water instead of tepid or 
warm water. Dry housing is also import-

ant. If you live in an area where housing 
and birds become wet from lots of rain, 
production will often drop during the 
damp periods and birds may succumb to 
illness more readily. 
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WHAT
BREEDS GO 
THE EXTRA 

MILE?
I polled a large number of veteran chick-
en keepers as to what they believed were 
the best egg-laying chicken breeds. For a 
breed to even be considered, one stipula-
tion was that the breed had to lay at least 
three or four eggs per week and had to 
keep laying fairly consistently for at least 
three or four years. Most breeds chosen 
were brown-egg-layers:

Rhode Island Reds:  An old-time farm-fa-
vorite, this was still the favorite of most 
veteran chicken keepers who respond-
ed. Given high marks for laying lots of 
large to extra-large, brown-shelled eggs 
throughout the first three or four years 
of production, many people stated their 
hens were still laying strong at five and 
six years of age. Some also reported good 
production from hens seven and eight 
years old.

Barred Rocks: The popular black-and-
white-striped Barred Rock received high 
praise. This brown-egg-laying breed got 
marks for overall production in the first 
few years of laying. Many owners also 
bragged about their girls laying for five 
or six consecutive years.

Australorps: If you are looking for high 
production, even into the fifth and sixth 
years, and calm dispositions with friend-
liness and personality to boot, you can-
not go wrong with Australorps. These 
little black hens received praise from 
many longtime chicken owners. Known 

to be magnificent producers of light 
brown eggs, they are a breed that is eas-
ily handled. They can become pets that 
perch on your shoulder and will make 
their way into the house to see you, if 
you leave the door open.

Dominiques: Very close in appearance 
to a Barred Rock (same roots), these 
calm little black-and-white striped hens 
are known as one of the oldest breeds 
in America. Not quite as productive as 
many Barred Rock strains, they are still 
excellent layers of light-brown, medi-
um-to-large eggs. They received excel-
lent ratings for not only longevity of lay 
(five to seven years), but also hardiness 
and resistance to disease. 

Buckeyes: Similar in appearance to a 
Rhode Island Red, but a totally separate 
breed, Buckeyes garnered many acco-
lades. Excellent rates of lay, longevity 
of lay, hardiness, and disease resistance 
were just some of the praises sung about 
this breed. 

ISA Browns: While the ISA Brown is a 
fairly modern laying hybrid developed 
for commercial brown-egg production, 
these little hens received excellent re-
views and praise from small flock own-
ers. Originally developed in France at 
the Institute de Selection Animale in the 
late 1970s, they are a production strain, 
of closely guarded genetic secrets, avail-
able to both commercial egg producers 

and home-based small flock owners. 
Also known as Hubbard Browns, they 
received praise for high rates of lay, lon-
gevity of lay, and sweet, curious person-
alities. The only downside reported was 
a potentially weak immune system.

Turkens or Naked Necks: Responding 
owners of these unusual-looking birds 
praised their dispositions, hardiness, 
consistent brown-egg-laying abili-
ties, and longevity of lay. Add in their 
uniqueness and the questions they will 
generate, and they appear to be a winner 
for almost any flock. (As an additional 
note of interest, Turkens in Australia 
have been bred to produce blue and 
green eggs.)

Easter Eggers: Not a true “breed” (and 
not to be confused with purebred Am-
eraucanas), “Easter Eggers” received 
overwhelming praise from veteran poul-
try owners (especially “Green Easter 
Eggers”). Usually mixed-breed birds, 
sold by the hatcheries, that will lay blue, 
green, olive, or sometimes brown eggs. 
Many respondents said their Easter 
Eggers still produced faithfully at five 
and six years of age. As there is no set 
industry standard for producing these 
birds, it is hard to say whether you will 
have the same happy results. However, 
with all the praise they garnered, all I 
can say is, “Why not give them a try?”

By Doug Ottinger
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We know how much you love your flock, so reward them with our tasty Happy Hen 
Treats®. Made from quality ingredients, our treats are specially formulated for 
chickens and other poultry. We know you’ll love our huge range of products, because 
they are all tested and approved by our own backyard flock.

www.happyhentreats.com

YES! 20% OFF YOUR ORDER!
WHEN YOU USE THE CODE “TREATS-BYP”  AT CHECKOUT

*Code usable for one order per customer. Valid thru 10/31/19.

20% OFF?!
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Chicken Nesting Box Herbs

Living on a farm was Diana's 
dream, and chickens became a 
part of that reality. She soon dis-

covered that chicken nesting box herbs 
helped her birds to relax and settle. 

Diana Clauss owns The Blue Feather 
Farm in St. Cloud, Florida, home to 
chickens, ducks, goats, and Anatolian 
Shepherd dogs. 

"It had been a dream of mine and my 
husband’s to buy a home with property 
so we could have farm animals," explains 

Choosing the Best Bedding for Chickens

Diana. "My grandparents had a farm, so 
I guess you could say it’s in my blood. 
Once we did that, we anxiously waited 
for chick season and bought a handful of 
chicks and ducks, with the intention of 
egg production. I was so excited when 
they were old enough to lay eggs and we 
ended up incubating some for hatching. 
It was then that my daughter decided to 
show ornamental chickens in 4-H and 
other poultry shows around the state." 
The family’s chickens have won awards 

in a range of categories at the Kissimmee 
Valley Livestock Show (KVLS) Poultry 
and Rabbit Show 2018. 

Keeping the hens healthy, with 
chicken nesting box herbs

Back at the farm, Diana likes to use 
natural methods to keep her flock healthy. 
She has a range of chicken nesting box 
herbs, which she says have many bene-
ficial properties — they can repel pests, 
boost immunity, reduce stress, and im-
prove overall health. 

She has three special blends of herbs, 
each prepared and mixed by hand. One 
is designed specifically for its calming 
properties, comprising a mix of seven 
relaxing herbs. "The Calming Blend 
is great for lowering stress in our hens 
and promoting egg laying," says Diana. 
Indeed, the Calming Blend is her most 
popular nesting herb preparation. "The 
combination of chamomile, lavender, 
ginger, and several other herbs is really 
relaxing," explains Diana. "The rose 
petals in it smell wonderful, which is 
why some customers choose to use it for 
sachets or potpourri in their homes."  

There's also a Pest Repellent Blend, 
designed to keep pests at bay — not 
just external pests, but internal ones too. 
Many of the herbs used in this blend 
naturally repel insects, whereas others, 
including peppermint, thyme, and garlic 
all have anti-microbial properties. These 
chicken nesting box herbs may help 
reduce the risk of fungal or bacterial in-
fections in your flock. Some herbs in this 
mix improve digestion or circulation too. 
There are nine herbs in the Pest Repellent 
Blend blend, each with their own unique 
qualities. "Chamomile, for example, 
repels fleas, is anti-inflammatory, and 
antiseptic, as well as having calming 
properties," says Diana. 

The third blend, the General Health 
Blend promotes good overall health. 
"We've included herbs that are great for 
just about everything your flock might 
experience, including internal or external 
pests, laying struggles or stress, healthy 
respiratory and circulatory functions, 
and more." 

"The most obvious benefits that my 
customers have reported from using my 
chicken nesting box herbs are the calming 
properties that they provide. Several of 
my friends have used the Calming Blend 

By Susie Kearley
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with success when their hens won’t lay. 
It’s always exciting to see how happy they 
are when their hens lay that first egg again 
after a drought."

One of the things we all love about 
chickens is their ability to help us relax 
and make us smile, so it's perhaps no 
surprise that one of the biggest demands 
for the chicken nesting box herbs is to 
help the hens relax too! 

"My customers’ frequently want herbs 
to relieve stress among their flock," says 
Diana. "Chickens, believe it or not, get 
stressed just like humans do. They have 
to deal with pecking from other hens, 
being chased around by roosters, and 
predators in the sky. I sprinkle the calm-
ing blend in the nesting boxes and I can 
see a difference in how my hens behave. 
They don’t seem to be on edge as much 
as they were before I started providing 
them with herbs."

The herbs for chickens can be useful for 
many different things, with many offer-
ing a multitude of health benefits. Diana 
includes ginger in her Calming Blend 
because it can help to reduce stress — but 
it also stimulates the appetite, so it may 
help a hen who's not been eating well, to 
regain her desire for food. 

"Another useful herb is garlic, which 
benefits the circulatory and respirato-
ry systems and it also helps to relieve 
diarrhea," says Diana. Indeed, garlic 
has antimicrobial properties as well as 
cardiovascular benefits, so it is healthy 
on many levels, not just for hens, but for 
humans too. 

Diana adds, "A hen that is comfortable 
and calm will be a healthier bird, with 
fewer ailments, and they'll participate 
in normal activities, such as foraging or 
dust bathing. The herbs help to keep their 
internal systems working as they should. 
A healthier bird is a happier bird!" 

Diana's business, The Blue Feather 
Farm, sells chicken nesting box herbs to 
chicken keepers all over the world. It's a 
small family-owned enterprise, and they 
pride themselves on their integrity. "If 
you order 3oz of nesting herbs, you will 
get 3oz of actual herbs. I never include the 
weight of the packaging in the herb total." 

What's her favourite herb? She's a huge 
fan of lavender. "I love how it smells and 
how calming it is. It also repels pests and 
helps with odor control in the coop. I also 
really love spearmint. It too, repels pests, 

and it helps with digestion." The herbs are 
a great way make chicken nesting boxes 
more comfortable for your birds.

Good bedding for chickens helps them 
feel more relaxed and comfortable, so 
they sleep better and feel less stressed.   

How to use the herbs
Diana suggests, "Sprinkle the herbs in 

your coops and surrounding areas every 
few days, or more if you would like. It can 
be added to their food, as they are edible 
and all natural. You can also sprinkle them 
where your flock takes their dust baths." 

Read more about the benefits of chick-
en nesting box herbs on Diana's website: 

www.thebluefeatherfarm.com
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I enjoy listening to songbirds chirp 
their chorus while I pretend like I’m 
a Disney princess, but when their 

thievery puts a dent in my wallet, then 
I get angry.

Those little chirpers have an oppor-
tunistic side when it comes to food and, 
while that certainly doesn’t compare to 
my hens scratching up my plants for one 
measly worm, being the target of robbery 
is something I just can’t tolerate.

After months of buying chicken food 
like it was going out of style and serving 
up steak prices on a farmer’s budget, 
something had to be done. 

I caved and bought songbird netting; 
I was ready to starve those little thieves 
out!

The Birds Kept Getting In
My chicken run is composed of wood 

fencing on one side and chain link fencing 
on the other. The roof is also a mix-up 

of wood and poultry wire, so I figured 
that I only needed to cover most of the 
exposed areas. 

The netting went up easily enough with 
just a handful of zip ties and a staple gun.

I secured the netting anywhere from 
one to three inches from the ground in 
some places, while I let it drag on the 
ground in other places. Also, areas that 
had overlapped netting were left to rest on 
top of each other without being furthered 
attached together. These small mistakes 
were my downfall, and more aptly, the 
downfall of the little birds.

For areas where there was even an inch 
of opening at the base of the fencing, the 
little thieves would just hop right under 
the netting. Their attacks didn’t just come 
from the air; there were ground thieves 
as well!

Since the netting was composed of 
one-inch holes, apparently the smallest 
birds were able to squeeze right through 

it! If the hole lined up perfectly with the 
chain link opening, then the birds had a 
golden opportunity.

If that wasn’t enough, places where I 
failed to add netting, such as between the 
chain link door pieces, soon became the 
new poop-covered door to their banquet 
room.

It was ridiculous! But I pressed on 
with the plan, since I figured that I was 
now feeding dozens of birds instead of 
hundreds. I had to be better off, but I was 
wrong. The netting turned into a grave 
mistake!

The Netting Became a Death Sen-
tence

Do you know what “birdbrain” means? 
It means being forgetful or just plain stu-
pid. It means forgetting how you got into 
a place and then making epic mistakes 
when trying to get back out.

When I showed up to spoil their morn-

Songbird Netting 
on My Chicken Run 

Was a Mistake
Birds bring out the 

best and worst in me!
By Kim Ellsworth
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ing breakfast, those little thieves got 
birdbrain and headed straight through the 
fencing and caught themselves between 
the fence and the net. At this point I’d 
go into savior mode and try to wrangle 
the little feathered friend out from inside 
the chicken run. But as I tried to help it 
escape, it would slowly fall closer to the 
ground. 

If the bird was lucky, it either rolled out 
of an opening between two overlapping 
pieces of netting or I caught it. 

If the bird was unlucky, it tried to 
squeeze through the netting, got tangled 
in the process, and never made it out. 
There were many days where I’d visit the 
chickens and find a dead bird wrapped up 
in the netting or lying stiff on the ground 
in the chicken run.

Due to the growing number of battle 
victims, I turned my bushy hedge into 
a cemetery and tossed them in for the 
bugs to enjoy.

This wasn’t the worst of it! My one-
year-old puppy helped take my death 
machine to the next level.

My Puppy Sealed the Deal
On the days when my puppy followed 

me to the chicken run, he would wait 
excitedly outside the run while I went 
through my daily rescue mission.

Only he played the part of the devil’s 
advocate.

When my puppy wasn’t there, the birds 
might get lucky and roll out an opening 
or all the way to the bottom and fly off. 
When my puppy accompanied me, it 
became a game of cat and mouse. The fur-
ther down the bird would roll, the closer 
they’d come to the waiting jaws of death.

My dog had no qualms about biting 
the bird through the netting, and once 
that became their fate, they were either 

killed instantly or stunned enough to roll 
out the bottom as a ready-made breakfast. 

It would be quite comical to watch, me 
rushing to the rescue and my dog doing 
tricks for his meal, if it wasn’t so horrific!

I Changed the Game
Like all good horror stories, something 

good came from it. After four months, I 
tore the netting down!

Not only were the songbirds free to 
enter at their own risk, but I also let 
my chickens out to free range. It hardly 
seemed fair to let the songbirds dine 
and dash while my chickens were stuck 
behind bars being thieved from. So, I did 
the next best thing.

Now it’s a true game of hunting for 
the prize between the songbirds and the 
chickens. They both have access to the 
chicken food, and they both have access 

Do you know what 
“birdbrain” means? It 
means being forgetful 
or just plain stupid. It 
means forgetting how 
you got into a place 
and then making epic 
mistakes when trying 
to get back out.

KIM ELLSWORTH lives her life intimately 
connected to the natural world. Her 
master’s degree in ecopsychology has 
given her a unique perspective, and 
growing passion, for permaculture, 
minimalist living, and raising a free-range 
daughter. When she’s not chasing her 
flock, growing food, or writing, she’s 
scheming up travel plans that take her into 
the heart of national forests and exotic 
cultures.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

to nature’s sweet treats. 
Unfortunately, the songbirds are still 

ahead, since those little thieves can eat my 
newly planted seeds while the chickens 
can only gawk at them from a distance. 
Dang birds! The battle isn’t over yet. 
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By Kenny Coogan

Host 
Your Own 
Tour de Coop
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An underappreciated aspect of 
our backyard chicken hobby 
is the people we befriend. The 

community aspect of homesteading and 
raising chickens is vital to keeping up 
with best practices and growing our body 
of knowledge. Having chicken comrades 
that we can learn from and bounce ideas 
off is immeasurable. Whether it is through 
blogs, magazines, or our Facebook group 
Backyard Poultry Chat, fanciers helping 
fanciers is awesome. One way of meeting 
local chicken coop connoisseurs is by 
starting or partaking in a Tour de Coop. 

Tour de Coops and Tour de Clucks have 
been happening around the U.S. for about 
15 years. They attract people researching 
practical and gorgeous coop designs that 
will result in happy backyard hens and 
fresh frittatas. Unfortunately, many of 
the early coop tours have gone kaput. I 
interviewed two long withstanding coop 
tours to find out their success. 

M’Liss Koopman, Tour D’Coop Chair 
and Jordan Hewitt, Communications and 
Marketing Coordinator, of Urban Min-
istries of Wake County in Raleigh, N.C. 
recently hosted the areas 14th annual 
coop tour. The tour started in 2005 as a 
way for a few neighbors to show off their 
hens and coops. This year it has grown to 
a one-day garden tour that encompasses 
20 coops and thousands of visitors. Tour 
D’Coop raises funding to support Urban 

Ministries of Wake County. Urban Min-
istries supports nearly 30,000 low income 
neighbors who are hungry, homeless, and 
in need of medical care. Coop owners 
and the tour organizers volunteer their 
time to promote backyard poultry and 
urban farming.

Koopman says their accomplishment 
is because, “It’s fun and makes you feel 
good to offer back to your own commu-
nity. Tour D’Coop raises awareness about 
the benefits of backyard chicken keeping, 
bee keeping, and gardening. We promote 
humane animal care, and our visitors see 
first-hand how engaging and interesting 
chickens are in a natural setting, versus 
high-density flocks and cages.” The tour 
also highlights local and sustainable food 
sources and community engagement.

When starting your town’s coop tour, 
Koopman suggests to first think about 
your goals. “Is your primary goal to 
educate about backyard chickens? Lo-
cal food? Ethical animal care? To raise 
funds? Just have fun?  That will drive 
decisions about how large an initial core 
group of interested people you need to 
actually plan and conduct the event.”

The second consideration is manpower. 
Aside from coop owners themselves you 
will need coop and traffic docents and 
registration volunteers. 

“For us, the need for a larger day-of 
volunteer pool eventually made the deci-

Jumbo French 
Guineas, Bantam 

Silkies, Brown Chinese 
Goslings, Muscovy Ducks, & 

Khaki Campbell Ducks

Bantam silkies are 
excellent sitters with a 
gentle nature that make 

excellent pets.

Guineas are fast growing, suitable for 
backyard growers who want to control ticks 

and for those who would want to use them as 
a meat bird.

The Muscovy is fast growing and a 
great range duck with a lean meat that is 

desired by many restaurants.

J.M. Hatchery
178 Lowry Road 

New Holland, PA 17557
717-354-5950 

www.jmhatchery.com

To order Muscovy, Khaki Campbell duck-
lings and Brown Chinese goslings

 call Fifth Day Farm at 
717-917-6729 or order online at

www.freedomrangerhatchery.com

“To order bantam silkies, call Blue Banty 
Farm at 717-917-6729 or order online at 

www.jmhatchery.com”
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sion to partner with a local non-profit, a 
win-win. Beneficial partnerships can be 
key in planning and conducting a tour, as 
each brings knowledge, ideas, volunteers, 
funds or whatever, to the event,” Koop-
man explains.   

Her final advice is: just start! Host it, 
and they will come. Originally their tour 
was mostly built by word of mouth and 
social media. Koopman says starting 
small is okay. 

“Even if the first year is just a few 
coops and a single article in the local 
paper, you can build year after year. Make 
sure the first event is fun, then spread the 
word. People will want to come, and you 
can build on that.”

On the other coast, Scott Vanderlip is 
preparing the 7th annual Silicon Valley 
Tour De Coop for Saturday, September 
14, 2019. This tour is a free, self-guided 
bicycle tour of chicken coops, gardens, 

beehives, hoop houses, and the coolest 
Silicon Valley urban homesteads in the 
South Bay area of San Francisco Bay. 

Vanderlip says that the “SV Tour 
De Coop has always encouraged other 
communities to create their own Chick-
en Coop bike tour and we allow other 
organizations to use our graphic for free.”

On their website (tourdecoop.org) they 
offer advice for communities who want 
to start offering their own tours. 

After you have created a tour logo and 
event website, your next step is recruit-
ment. The SV Tour De Coop website 
says, “As part of your initial outreach and 
marketing for the event, solicit potential 
coops for the tour. As part of the coop 
selection process, we asked potential 
coop stop owners for this specific infor-
mation.” Looking at several Tour de Coop 
applications, I saw many had similar 
questions regarding proper husbandry 

YOUR TOUR DE COOP CHECKLIST

 1. Create coop goals.

 2. Create tour logo and website/event page.

 3. Recruit host coops through social media/local feed stores
  Have hosts complete application.

 4. Select coops based on location, design and hygiene.

 5. Create a tour de coop route.

 6. Advertise tickets to event.

 7. Send out map and event details 3-7 days prior to event.

 8. Create/sell Tour de Coop themed hats and t-shirts.

 9. Invite local politicians & the media to partake & report on the event.

COOP NAMES
TO INSPIRE AND

IMPRESS VISITORS 

Banty Barn

Casa De Pollo

Chick Inn

Cluckin' Cottage

Cluckingham Palace

Cochin Coop

Cochin Crib

Coop Deville 

Cozy Coop

Fowl Territory

Hen Pen

Le Cordon Bleu Coop

Little Egg Factory

Omlet

Palais Poulet 

Silkie Shack

Taj De' Koop

Is your primary goal 
to educate about 
backyard chickens? 
Local food? Ethical 
animal care? To raise 
funds? Just have fun?
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and environmental conditions. 
One organization requires all visitors 

to step in a cleansing solution while en-
tering the coop area and while exiting. 
That tour delivers the sanitation trays to 
participating homesteads. This is a well-
thought biosecurity measure that other 
tours should not overlook. 

Other questions on the application 
included; coop location, bike/car parking 
directions, chicken names/breeds/quan-
tity, coop name, design and photos, and 
the yards sustainable features. Since the 
goal of the tours is to educate the visitors, 
hosts are asked to be prepared to share 
their evolution of their chicken keeping. 

Some organizations than have commit-
tees that choose the best coops based on 
location, design, and hygiene. SV Tour 
De Coop enters all the coop submissions 
into Google Maps to help configure 
routes and various loops as visitors are 
bicycling. This year they are asking for 
coop coordinators to configure small-
er loops which will highlight specific 
neighborhoods. 

Once you have your coop destinations 
chosen, your next step is to market the 
event. SV Tour De Coop used Eventbrite 
to gather interested participants emails. 
Since their tour is free, the ticketing and 
reservation service was also free. 

Three to seven days prior to the event, 
Tour De Coop coordinators send partici-
pants route maps and details. This is the 
time to publish your events details on 
your website and social media. If you 
collected photos from the hosts, you can 
include them on the map, so visitors can 
better choose which homesteads to visit. 

Chicken owners are not just passionate 
about their birds, they are avid about their 
coops too. Capture their excitement and 
that of the community for backyard poul-
try by hosting your own Tour de Coop. 

One organization requires all visitors to step 
in a cleansing solution while entering the coop 
area and while exiting. That tour delivers the 
sanitation trays to participating homesteads. 
This is a well-thought biosecurity measure that 
other tours should not overlook.

717-336-4878 • www.FreedomRangerHatchery.com

  Perfect for free-range environments, these  
tri-colored or red feathered chickens grow to  
5-6 lbs in just 9-11 weeks. They are an active 
breed and thrive when allowed to free range, 
scratch and dust bathe in natural sunlight.

We also sell black Freedom Rangers, 
Kosher King Freedom Rangers,  
& Novogen Brown egg layers!

Quality You  
Can Count On
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Backyard Chickens & Alaska Predators

Every state has its own special 
chicken-keeping challenges — 
and Alaska is certainly no excep-

tion. From bears to eagles, everyone loves 
the taste of chicken. From abundant wild 
predators in the Last Frontier to extreme 
climates, northern poultry owners have 
a few extra aspects to keep in mind to 
ensure their birds are safe and well-cared-
for year-round. 

Aerial Predators: Bald Eagles, 
Hawks, Ravens

In most places across the country, 
spotting a majestic bald eagle soaring 
overhead in the wild is a rare sight to 
witness. But Alaska has more than its fair 
share of bald eagles. If you’ve ever visited 
an Alaska fishing town — like Homer 
or Seward — in the summer months, 
chances are quite high you’ve witnessed 
firsthand how prevalent bald eagles are 
in certain areas.

I know, I know — we’ve all had proud 
moments where we’ve watched our 
chickens stealthily hunt down and merci-

lessly devour a grass moth or slug. But in 
reality, our backyard “raptors” don’t stand 
a chance to real aerial predators like bald 
eagles, golden eagles, or hawks. 

Even though eagles and chickens are 
both birds, bald eagles don’t view chick-
ens as their long lost cousin — they see 
them as an easy meal. Even large ravens 
will kill and eat other birds like chicks 
and small pullets.

Most Alaskan backyard poultry owners 
know if they live in an area that’s prone 
to eagle and hawk visits, and we take a 
few extra precautions and fortifications 
to keep our birds safe. 

When all of your chickens are locked 
up in their run, your birds might not be 
able to fly out — but remember: vicious 
aerial predators can still fly in, welcoming 
themselves uninvited to your chicken run 
and coop. 

Don’t hand a hawk a free buffet, al-
ready in a cage.

If you have an outdoor chicken run 
area, make sure it’s covered. The cover 
doesn’t need to be a solid material — even 

chicken wire or loose netting will work as 
a deterrent. Just anything that will prevent 
a large, carnivorous bird from successful-
ly landing inside of your chicken’s home.

Depending on your location and where 
the run is positioned, a non-solid cover 
may actually be a better solution in 
Alaska, so you don’t need to worry about 
structural stability or its weight-bearing 
capacity when snow and ice pile up in 
the winter.

Ground Predators: Bears, Wolver-
ines, Lynx 

Just like many chicken keepers sadly 
lose flocks each year to bald eagles and 
other predators in the sky, there’s cer-
tainly no shortage of ground predators 
in Alaska, either. 

There are ground predators of all 
shapes and sizes that will kill chickens, 
if given the chance —  from small ermine 
and other weasels to large bears. The 
number of necessary precautions and 
modifications to your coop and run will 
depend on where you live. 

By Ashley Taborsky

Hawk outside the author’s chicken-wire run.
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Anchorage is Alaska’s largest city, with 
a population of approximately 300,000 
people. But even homeowners who live in 
certain neighborhoods around Anchorage 
regularly see bears, moose, and other big 
game cross through their yards. 

If moose routinely walk nearby your 
home, no problem. Moose are herbivores, 
and couldn’t care less about chickens 
(although my chickens will often let out 
their group “alert” call when a moose 
is passing by, which the moose ignores 
entirely — free Alaska entertainment at 
its finest). 

But if bears are a common sight in your 
neighborhood, that’s a different story for 
a chicken keeper. If a bear successfully 
gets into your chicken setup once, it will 
come back year after year expecting the 
same pleasant result: easy food. They 
remember where they’ve found food 
sources in the past. That’s why it’s im-
portant to keep bears out in the first place. 

If you live in an area that is known to 
have bears, wolverines, lynx, and other 
larger wild predators, you should strongly 
consider investing in an electric fence if 
you’re going to attempt chicken keeping. 
And letting your birds free range proba-
bly isn’t a good idea.

Here’s a fun Alaska fact: There’s ac-
tually a residential area in Anchorage 
named “Bear Valley.” Homeowners there 
get to enjoy some pretty epic views of 
wildlife but need to take a few extra 
precautions, like keeping an eye on their 
pets when they’re outdoors.

Neighborhood Dogs
While bald eagles and bears may seem 

like the most dangerous threat to chickens 
in Alaska, the majority of chicken owners 
I’ve spoken with have lost birds to an en-

tirely different kind of animal: domestic 
neighborhood dogs.

Even the sweetest dog has a natural 
instinct to chase a small animal that runs, 
particularly chickens. 

Although most cities have laws requir-
ing pets to be on a leash, it’s not unheard 
of for dogs to slip their collar or sneak 
out of their owner’s yard for unsupervised 
neighborhood playtime.

If your yard isn’t fully fenced to keep 
someone else’s dog out, you’re taking a 
risk with your flock’s safety by letting 
them free roam outside of their run. 

It’s extremely frustrating that a home-
owner would need a fenced yard to 
prevent another person’s loose dog from 
unlawfully running onto your property 
and killing your chickens. But all too 
often the neighbor’s family dog runs 
away, coming straight for the yard with 
the interesting smells and birds that can’t 
fly away in self-defense. 

Unlike eagles or lynx, when dogs 
attack chickens, they’re generally not 
looking for a meal — they’re usually 
“playing,” chasing chickens for enter-
tainment. Once they catch a bird and it 
stops moving, they quickly move onto 
the next. A single dog can kill an entire 
flock within minutes.

You may have legal recourse. But the 
sad fact remains: all of your backyard 
birds have been unnecessarily killed.

The best way to prevent a loose dog 
from killing your chickens is to either 
fence your yard or ensure your run is 
fortified well enough to withstand a 
curious dog.

Whether you’re protecting your flock 
from bears, eagles or dogs, nothing helps 
you sleep better at night than knowing the 
animals in your care are safe and sound. 

1-800-658-4016   www.bovidr.com

Finally, results 
you can see!
Poultry 
Nutri-Drench®

The only orally 
absorbed 
nutrient boost 
for your poultry.
Backed by 20 years 
of research, field trials 
and 2 U.S. Patents.
•Weak Newborns 
•Shipping and
   Weather Stress
all benefit from supplemental nutrition.
Contains only natural nutritional ingredients.
For FREE SHIPPING mention this ad.

Bovidr 1/6 page ad
2.25” wide x 4.875” high
Backyard Poultry
Feb/March 2017
document: BovidrPoultryAd071917.ai
7/19/17  14:50 sg
4 color process
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Origin: In the vicinity of Barneveld, 
Gelderland, The Netherlands, from 
around 1865, local fowl were crossed 
with the Asiatic “Shanghai” (Cochin), 
which increased their size, introduced 
brown shell coloring, and extended lay-
ing into winter. These birds were further 

World-Famous but Rare Dutch Brown Egg Layer
By Tamsin Cooper

BREED 
PROFILE

BARNEVELDER 
CHICKEN

crossed with Brahma and Langshan. In 
1898/9, they were mated to an “American 
Utility Fowl,” advertised as such in the 
Netherlands, although American origins 
are undocumented (they resembled a 
single-combed golden-laced Wyandotte 
and laid red-brown eggs). In 1906, the 

Buff Orpington was crossed in. Through 
selection of lines that laid dark brown 
eggs, the breed emerged.

History:  From 1910, the name 
Barnevelder was coined for the improved 
local fowls that laid large dark brown 
eggs. Although shown at a major agri-
cultural show in The Hague in 1911, their 
lack of external uniformity earned the dis-
respect of the show circuit. As poultry ex-
pert Muijs described them in 1914, “The 
so-called Barnevelder chicken can best 
be compared to a mongrel dog; as among 
them one finds birds of all descriptions, 
including single combs and rose combs; 
yellow, blue, black and greenish-colored 
legs, clean and feathered legs, and no 
common feather pattern and color can 
be identified.” Their popularity stemmed 
from their brown eggs, which customers 
believed to be tastier and longer lasting. 
This trait led to worldwide fame, after 
being shown at the first World’s Poultry 
Congress in The Hague in 1921.

Already interest in standardizing 
features was emerging. Avicultura writ-
er Van Gink wrote in 1920, “Today’s 
Barnevelders look like dark golden-laced 
single-combed Wyandottes, ... in addition 
to this color variety there exist numerous 
others which gives the impression that the 
Barnevelders are a rather mixed bag. ... 
At certain times birds are predominantly 
of the Wyandottes’ type while at other 
times they remind one of the Langshan, 
although the latter are in the minority.” 
In 1921, the Dutch Barnevelderclub was 
formed and the breed’s appearance stan-
dardized, although not yet double-laced, 
as it is today. In 1923, the double-laced 
standard was admitted to the Dutch Poul-
try Club, and in 1991, to the American 
Standard of Perfection.

Double-laced, blue, and splash Barnevelders. ©Neil Armitage barnevelders.net
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Whereas the pursuit of dark eggshell 
led to loss of production performance, 
standardization of appearance led to loss 
of the desired eggshell color. As hybrids 
became more popular, Barnevelders 
became commercially nonviable, and 
inbreeding lead to degeneration. In 1935, 
Marans were used in an attempt to rein-
vigorate the breed and improve egg color 
and production. This proved only partly 
successful as plumage colors were not 
maintained.

Conservation Status: A rare breed, 
with only private enthusiast and national 
club support.

Description: Medium-sized with broad 
breast, full but close feathering, upright 
stance, and wings carried high. The 
dark head has orange eyes, red earlobes, 
yellow skin, legs, and feet, and a strong 
yellow beak with darker tip.

Varieties: The most common coloring 
is the double-laced. The hen has a black 
head. On chest, back, saddle and wings, 
her feathers are a warm golden-brown 
with two rows of black lacing. The rooster 
is mainly black with red-brown on back, 
shoulders, and wing triangle, and laced 
feathers on neck. Black markings bear 
a green sheen. Double-laced is the only 
color accepted by the American Poultry 
Association. Black evolved as a sport 
in the Netherlands and is recognized in 
Europe. Other colors — white, blue dou-
ble-laced, and silver double-laced — and 
bantams have been developed by crossing 
with other breeds, often Wyandottes.

Comb: Single.

Popular Use: Eggs. Roosters for fla-
vorsome meat.

Egg Color: The dark brown shell 
probably arose through a sport that was 
selected due to the popularity of the 
color. Shanghai hens and the original 
Langshans did not produce eggs as dark 
as this. The strong shells vary from pale to 
dark brown: the more eggs laid, the paler 
the shell becomes, as the shell gland is 
worked. Show birds lay paler eggs than 
utility strains.

Egg Size: 2.1–2.3 oz. (60–65 g).

Productivity: 175–200 eggs per year. 
They lay throughout the winter, although 
at a lower rate.

Weight: Rooster 6.6–8 lb. (3–3.6 kg); 
hen 5.5–7 lb. (2.5–3.2 kg). Bantam roost-
er 32–42 oz. (0.9–1.2 kg); hen 26–35 oz. 
(0.7–1 kg).

Temperament: Calm, friendly, and 
easy to tame.

Adaptability: Robust, cold-climate 
birds, coping well with all weather. They 
need regular access to grass and are good 
foragers. They do best free-ranging as 
they are inclined to lethargy if penned. 
Poor fliers. They rarely go broody, but 
when they do, they make good mothers. 
Hens reach sexual maturity at six months; 
roosters, at nine months.

Quote: “Whilst they are active and 
prefer to be free-ranged, they are docile 
with plenty of character. Their cold-har-
diness and good nature makes them easy 
to look after for the chicken keeper.” Neil 
Armitage, UK. 

Sources: Elly Vogelaar, Avicul-
ture Europe, 2013; Barnevelderclub; 
barnevelders.net; Nederlandse Hoender-
club.

ABOVE: Barnevelder hen raising adopted chicks. ©Alain Clavette (Flickr/Twitter @Acadian_
Birder) RIGHT: Barnevelder eggs. ©Neil Armitage barnevelders.net BOTTOM: Double-laced 
Barnevelder chickens. ©Neil Armitage barnevelders.net
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Mosquitos suck. That’s their 
whole deal. Then there is 
itching, welts, sometimes 

embarrassment, and even diseases. But 
what does this have to do with chickens? 
Well, a month ago I would have said not 
a single thing. That is until a post by 
Tara Beaver, owner of Beaver Vineyards, 
was brought to my attention. She says, 
“Random fact — some of my chickens 
were used by Sacramento County to track 
West Nile Virus.” 

Wait, what? Hold on. 
She went into some more detail on her 

post and the fire was lit. Farming people 
all over her Instagram page were curious 
about how chickens help monitor West 
Nile Virus. I love chickens, but I’m so 
passionate about science and viruses as 
well so this story nugget sent me over the 

moon. I immediately got into contact with 
Tara, who put me into contact with Luz 
Robles, the Public Information Officer for 
Fight the Bite. The resulting phone call 
was only a little awkward with a little (a 
lot of) extra fangirling, but I learned many 
exciting facts about the program. 

Spoiler alert: It’s amazing.
In California there is a program called 

the Sacramento-Yolo Mosquito & Vector 
Control District, and it is by far the larg-
est, most preemptive program of its type. 
These people are so incredibly passionate 
about stopping the spread of diseases and 
annoyances not only from mosquitos, but 
from other pests as well, such as ticks 
and yellowjackets. They believe that 
prevention is key. One of the ways they 
prevent outbreaks is by monitoring the 
prevalence of diseases in the Sacramento 

and Yolo area. They do this with the help 
of chickens. 

Every spring a dedicated team of sci-
entists drop off small flocks of chickens 
at strategic locations across the area. 
Chickens are a dead-end host of West Nile 
Virus, meaning they don’t show any signs 
or symptoms of having the disease, they 
don’t get sick, and they are incapable of 
passing it on. They place six flocks of six 
chickens each, for a total of 36 chickens 
placed strategically throughout the Sac-
ramento-Yolo area. 

So how does this work? From May 
through October scientists visit each flock 
and they take blood samples from each 
chicken. They do this every other week 
during mosquito season. Not only are 
the chickens tested for West Nile Virus, 
but also for Western Equine Encephalitis 

LIFE OF POULTRY
Secret

FIGHTING THE BITE
By Lacey Hughett

Culex pipiens, a common type of mosquito.
This year's Red Sexlink chickens taking part 
in the mosquito program.
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Virus and Saint Louis Encephalitis Virus.
Something interesting happens when mosquitoes bite. Only 

females bite because they need to obtain protein required for 
making eggs. Males don’t have the facilities. When they do this, 
they inject a small amount of saliva and an anticoagulant into 
the host. When they bite a host that is infected by a disease, 
usually an infected bird, they pick it up and carry it to the next 
bite victim where they then pass it on. In our case, that victim 
is a chicken, and these special chickens are used for the early 
detection of those viruses. If a chicken shows up as positive in 
one flock, then the scientists know that the virus is active in that 
area in particular. From there they begin an array of counter-
measures, the first being setting traps out for the mosquitos. 

Only two mosquito species in the Sacramento area are known 
for carrying disease, so the mosquitos are brought back to the 
lab and separated by species. Only the females need to be tested 
for the disease since, since they are the only biters. Once the 
results are in and the team can tell how prevalent the virus is 
in that area, they decide if they have to spray those places to 
reduce the risk of residents getting bit. 

The District also has a very extensive and effective public 
outreach program. They teach personal responsibility, encour-
age residents to drain stagnant water, and report dead birds. 
Mosquitos breed in water and only need two days to repro-
duce, and dead birds could be hosts. Their outreach program 
has a considerably sized laboratory. “90% of work conducted 
year-round consists of inspections,” Luz told me. They focus 
on following leads to reduce population. They even have an 
education-based Mosquito Awareness Week during April 21st-
27th before mosquito season really kicks off. 

Last year, four chickens and four wild birds tested positive for 
West Nile Virus. At Fightthebite.net, it is possible to track the 
prevalence of a virus in a certain area. The District published 
records of where animals tested positive to help residents pre-
pare with preventative measures. They are also very open to 
contacting with questions and will come out to do presentation 
and educate groups. 

Not only do these chickens and the scientists who care for 
them do a considerable amount of work for residents in the 
area, one of their programs is great for other pets too. The Sac-
ramento-Yolo Mosquito & Vector Control District collaborates 

with local veterinarians to determine the amount and location 
of heartworm cases. Heartworm can affect dogs, cats, ferrets, 
and in rare cases, humans. Out of the species of mosquitos that 
are capable of passing along a disease, one of them is Aedes 
sierrensis. This species prefers to feast on mammals, including 
humans and dogs. These cases are then documented, mapped 
out, and made available online so animal owners can take ap-
propriate precautions. 

So, what happens when the chickens retire? The flocks are 
only used for one season, then they finish living with their 
host family. That’s how Tara came to have these chickens. The 
story goes that a couple of years ago, Tara’s grandparents were 
approached by Sacramento County about keeping chickens 
on their property. All they had to do was collect eggs, and the 
county would feed the chickens and do everything else. In the 
fall, after mosquito season, the birds would be given to her 
grandparents to mix in with their existing flock. 

Currently, Tara’s grandparents don’t keep a permanent flock 
of chickens, so after a few months of enjoying fresh eggs they 
pass them on to Tara to keep. Each year six new chickens are 
bought. Not only is it completely free of cost for them to be 
a flock owner, they know they are helping a huge amount of 
people in the Sacramento area stay safe. 

Luz was undeniably passionate about the mission of the pro-
gram and invited us all to the Fightthebite.net website to learn 
more about the programs at the Sacramento-Yolo Mosquito & 
Vector Control District. She also mentioned that most places 
have mosquito programs that you can get involved with, and 
there are universal precautions anyone can use to decrease 
mosquito populations. These include removing stagnant water, 
keeping ponds clean, using repellant, and set mosquito traps. 

Tara Beaver can be found at Beavervineyards on Instagram, 
where you can see stories about her cute and heroic mosquito 
program adoptees. 

An employee of the Sacramento-Yolo Mosquito and Vector Control 
District tends to this year's chickens.

From May through October scientists visit 

each flock every other week and take blood 

samples from each chicken. The chickens 

are tested for West Nile Virus, Western 

Equine Encephalitis Virus, and Saint Louis 

Encephalitis Virus. Last 

year, four chickens and four 

wild birds tested positive for 

West Nile Virus.
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Backyard Poultry Bookstore

By Pam Freeman

Backyard Chickens  
Beyond the Basics

A must-have for every backyard 
chicken keeper. Going beyond intro-
ductory lessons and explores the real-
ities of raising a flock for eggs — and 
entertainment, of course! From odd 
eggs and molting to feeding and pre-
paring for the seasons, this book cov-
ers the subjects beginner books don’t 
adequately address and re-examines 

common knowledge that may not actually hold true. It’s a re-
source to turn to time and again for expert advice to make sure 
your birds are happy, healthy, and productive. 192 pages.

$21.99
Now $16.49 — Save 25%

By Christine heinriChs

The Backyard Field Guide  
to Chickens

Each breed of chicken listed in the field 
guide is thoroughly described and is illus-
trated by color photos. The book tells you 
all about the bird, detailing each breed’s 
particular usefulness, adaptation to cli-
mate, coloration, number of eggs typi-
cally laid, foraging ability, temperament, 
and unique qualities. 208 pages.

$24.99     Now $18.75 — Save 25%

Egg Apron
The Egg Apron is a fun and ideal replacement to the traditional 
basket.100% cotton canvas fabric. Size: 20" long x 19" wide. 
Tie: 80" long, 4cm (1.6") wide. ONLY $14.99 — Save 40%

For a complete list of books visit iamcountryside.com/shop

By Janet Garman

Chickens From Scratch

Raising chickens the old-fashioned way 
will be enjoyable and rewarding once 
you learn the basics. In Chickens from 
Scratch you will learn how and where to 
purchase your chicks, how to house, feed, 
and care for them, and ultimately enjoy 
the delicious fresh eggs the chickens will 
provide for your family. 68 pages.

BYP Anthology

If you missed the first year of Backyard 
Poultry here’s your second chance. The 
complete collection of articles and 
photos from 2006 is now a book! This 
large 8-1/2 x 11 full-color anthology 
contains 307 pages featuring more 
than 30 writers, including renowned 
poultry expert and author Gail Dam-
erow, homesteading guru Harvey 
Ussery, and University of Wisconsin’s 

top poultry specialist, Ron Kean. Enjoy reading as they share 
their knowledge, and be entertained by stories like Chickens 
in the city; Pampered poultry; Championing rare and historic 
breeds; The world’s smallest chicken; The trained chicken “Egg-
zibit” and much, much more!

$19.95      Now $9.99 — Save 50%

SAVE
50%

By riChard e. Bonney

Hive Management

Here is a guide that offers concise, up-
to-date information on the whole range 
of beekeeping tasks. For the practicing 
beekeeper who needs more informa-
tion, or the serious novice who wants to 
start out right, Hive Management offers 
sensible advice to help your honey bees 
thrive. 152 pages.

$16.95
Now $8.49 — Save 50%

SAVE
25%

$13.95
Now $10.49 — Save 25%

SAVE
25%

SAVE
25%

SAVE
40%

SAVE
50%

Backyard Poultry magazine 2006 anthology— 
all published articles from 2006 Backyard Poultry magazine in one book!

Titles:

2.50

Send to: Backyard Poultry Bookstore,
P.O. Box 1848, Carson City, NV 89702

Call 970-392-4419 or Fax 715-785-7414 • backyardpoultry.iamcountryside.com

If you prefer not to cut your magazine, or if you need more room, please write your order on another piece of paper.
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By Ron KujawsKi & jennifeR KujawsKi

Week-By-Week Vegetable  
Gardener's Handbook

Detailed weekly to-do lists break 
gardening down into simple and 
manageable tasks so that you al-
ways know what needs to be done 
and when to do it, from starting seeds 
and planting strawberries to checking 
for tomato hornworms and harvesting 
carrots. Spiral-bound. 199 pages.

$14.95

The Veggie Gardener's 
 Answer Book

By BaRBaRa w. ellis

Helpful information on everything 
from planning a garden and sowing 
seeds to battling pests and harvest-
ing organic crops. With clever tricks 
to cut down on weed growth, secrets 
for maximizing production in confined 
growing spaces, and fail-safe water-
ing guidelines. 431 pages.

$14.95

50 DIY Projects for Keeping Chickens
By Janet Garman, timBer Creek Farm

Get ready to jump into the world of chickens, one DIY project at a time. Owning and 
raising chickens doesn’t have to be an expensive hobby. With imagination, simple tools, 
and salvaged or bargain materials, you can make everything your flock needs for their 
health and safety. 168 pages. $19.99

NEW!

NEW! NEW!
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PRESSURE COOKERS/CANNERS

SELF  
PRESERVATION  

FOR YOUR  
GENERATION  

AND THE NEXT

Designed &  
Manufactured 
IN THE U.S.A.  
SINCE 1930

DOES  

NOT USE

GASKETS

Visit www.allamerican1930.com   
to find an online retailer  

or call us direct at 920-682-8627

An  
on-demand 

gravity 
feeder for 

poultry

Shipping 
boxes  
approved 
to ship 
live birds 
through the 
U. S. P. S.

www.peckomatic.com
315-362-9772

sales@peckomatic.com

www.featherex.com
315-362-9877

sales@featherex.com
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Built with EGGceptional Quality!
• Fits 2-3 chickens, great    
  for other small pets
• Made of American
  Hemlock and Fir
• Patented Anti-Rot
  Anti-Dig edging-   
  predator protection

Easily build, 
expand and 
customize

EGG-TASTICA™
CHICKEN COOP
Model #: 5403680
Size: 72.5” L x 27.25” W x 48” H

To order call: 800-955-2879 
On-line: www.Jewettcameron.com

shown here

• 2 Styles Available:
  All-wire run or
  asphalt top run
• Expansion kit and
  many other accessories
  available on-line

THE NATURAL  
FIRST AID 
HANDBOOK

By Brigitte Mars

iamcountryside.com/shop
970-392-4419

Cayenne pepper can stop bleeding. 
Garlic helps alleviate a toothache. 
Honey soothes a burn. When an 
emergency situation arises, simple 
home remedies can play a vital role 
in easing symptoms and providing 
immediate help. This quick-refer-
ence handbook spells out hun-

dreds of life-saving techniques, commonsense tips, and time-tested 
herbal remedies that everyone should know. 192 Pages

Household Remedies • Herbal Treatments

Basic Emergency Preparedness  
Everyone Should Know

iamcountryside.com/shop

Serious poultry farmers and backyard bird raisers have relied 
on this best-selling reference for more than 20 years. The fourth 
edition of Gail Damerow’s comprehensive handbook is now 
completely revised and redesigned, making it more accessible 
and informative than ever. You’ll get the most up-to-date details 
on shelter, food, health care, eggs, chicks, and meat, and recent 
research into chicken behavior and communication makes the 
sections on flock management truly authoritative. New color 
photos and illustrations provide more specificity and informa-
tion about chicken breeds, anatomy, and health. 424 pages

Breed Selection, Facilities,  
Feeding, Health Care,  
Managing Layers, & Meat Birds

Storey’s Guide to Raising Chickens, 4th Edition
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Backyard Poultry Breeders Directory
Have birds for sale? Advertise in the Backyard Poultry Breeders Directory for less than $4.50 a month. Your ad 
will be seen by more than 100,000 poultry enthusiasts. Call 715-748-1389 to get your advertisement in!

Associations

Ameraucana

Sebrights

Deer Run Farm
Heritage Chicken Hatchery

A quality source for Ameraucana, 
Copper Marans, Delaware &

 Welsummer chicks.

717-357-4521
DeerRunFarmMD.com

Shipping day old 
chicks every Tuesday 

from Mar. - May & Sept. - Oct. 

Emmitsburg, MD

Swans

AMERICAN EMU ASSOCIATION, 510 West 
Madison St.,  Ottawa,  IL 61350. 541-332-0675.  
<info@aea-emu.org> <www.aea-emu.org> Emu.

AMERAUCANA ALLIANCE: Membership includes 
Ameraucana Newsletters, registration on the Amer-
aucana Forum, a listing in the Ameraucana Directory 
and eligibility for club awards & exhibitor points.  First 
time members receive an Ameraucana Handbook.  
Dues are $10/year, $25 for 3 years (Newsletters 
Emailed) or $15 (Newsletters mailed). Ameraucana.
org Steve Neumann, 3000 Wedgewood Dr #2351, 
Pueblo, CO  81004

PENNSYLVANIA AVICULTURAL SOCIETY, Kerry 
Teats, President, Barb Teats, Treasury, 312 White 
Pine Dr. Stroudsburg, PA 18360. PH 908-752-9515.  
Please visit our website: paavsoc.com. Spring Swap/
Mtg. and Big Fall Tailgate/Mtg. at Lake Tobias Wildlife 
Park, Halifax, PA.

WISCONSIN BIRD AND GAME BREEDERS, Jim 
Bleuer, President, 1756 E. Scott St., Omro, WI 54963. 
920-379-6188. <wbagba.org> Annual Fall Show 
& Swap and Spring Swap at Fond du lac County 
Fairgrounds Expo Center. 2019 Fall=Sat., October 26.

Michigan 
FOWL STUFF, John W Blehm, 4599 Lange Rd, Birch 
Run, Michigan. Bantam Ameraucana chickens: buff, 
lavender, black & wheaten.  Large fowl Ameraucana 
chickens: black. FowlStuff.com.

Wisconsin  
WICK PLACE FARM, 1907 43rd ST., Calendonia, 
WI 53108. 414-708-4057. <gumbyhorn@gmail.
com><http://Wickplacefarm.com> Cream Legbars, 
Black Copper Marans, Olive Eggers, Orpingtons. 
NPIP certified.

Arkansas  
LINEBARGER FARMS, Eddie Linebarger, PO Box 
35, Scotland, AR 72141. 501-592-3317. <eddie.
linebarger@gmail.com> Quail: Tennessee Red, Valley,  
Mountain, Gambel, and Blue Scale.

Indiana  
WOODSIDE AVIARY, James Kotterman, Peru, Indiana. 
765-985-2805. PHEASANT ENTHUSIASTS check 
this out! Displaying full color the Golden Pheasant, 
Ghigi Golden, Peach Golden, Lady Amherst, Silvers, 
Swinhoe, Elliots and Blue Eared. NO CATALOG AVAIL-
ABLE. Give me a call and we’ll talk about the birds!

Minnesota  
OAKWOOD GAME FARM, INC., PO Box 274, Princ-
eton, MN 55371. 800-328-6647. <www.oakwood 
gamefarm.com> Pheasant & Chuckar Patridge. 
Chicks & eggs available. Now smaller quantities of 
pheasant chicks & eggs available for shipping.

Indiana  
MARIA’S JERSEY GIANTS, Since 1977.  “Quality” 
Blue, Black, Splash Jersey Giant eggs, chicks, started 
birds, & adults www.mariasjerseygiants.com Cell: 
(502) 548-1075 (texting).

Florida  
BLACKBURN’S QUALITY BANTAMS, Wayne Black-
burn, PO Box 736, Anthony, FL 32617. 352-236-0359. 
Sebrights: Golden, Silver & Buff; Wyandottes: Silver 
Laced & Golden Laced.

Indiana  
RANDORIACRES, Randy Groen, 12705 White 
Oak Ave, Cedar Lake, IN 46303. 219-677-7803.  
<randoriacres@sbcglobal.net> Swans - Mutes, 
Blacks, Whoopers, Trumpeters.

Alabama  
VALLEY FARMS HATCHERY, Ryan Kelsey, PO 
Box 2201, Muscle Shoals, AL, 35662. 256-
314-2282. <www.valleyfarmshatchery.com> 
<sales@valleyfarmshatchery.com> Chickens, Ban-
tams, Ducks, Geese, Turkeys, Guineas, and More!. 
Hatching all breeds weekly. NPIP Certified. Hatching/
Shipping weekly.

Florida  
GREENFIRE FARMS, www.greenfirefarms.com.   
Ultra-rare imported breeds:  Ayam Cemani, Cream 
Legbar, Swedish Flower Hens, Bielefelder, Marans, 
Isbar, Barbezieux, Bresse, Sulmtaler, Spitzhauben, 
Olandsk Dwarf, Orust, Barnevelder, Merlerault, 
Niederrheiner, Marsh Daisy, Altsteirer, East Frisian 
Gull, Lyonaisse, Malines, Pavlovskaya, Queen Silvia, 
Swedish Black Hen, Sussex, Twentse, Lavender 
Wyandotte, Yamato Gunkei.

Georgia
BOB’S BIDDIES HATCHERY,  LLC,  Bob 
& Diane Berry, 2155 Weaver Dr., Ray City, 
GA 31645. 229-455-6437 or 229-375-1991.  
<bobsbiddies@live.com> <www.bobsbiddies.com>   
Family Owned hatchery specializing in early lay-
ers: Amberlink, Bovans brown or black, mature  
in 4-4 1/2 months, 300+ dark brown eggs per 
year, climate adaptable and does great on  
pasture. Our pasture broiler is available all year.  
It’s a fast grower 6-8 weeks with minimum  
feed requirements. NPIP certified day old 
chicks hatched per order. Shipping or pick-up is  
available.

Iowa  
COUNTY LINE HATCHERY, 2977 Linn Buchan-
an Rd., Coggon, IA  52218. 319-350-9130.  
<www.countylinehatchery.com> Rare and fancy 
peafowl, guineas, chickens, ducks, turkeys, geese, 
bantams and more. Featuring Showgirls & Silkies. 
Most economical and diverse poultry assortment 
available.

WELP HATCHERY, Box 77, Bancroft, IA 50517. 800-
458-4473. <www.welphatchery.com> Specializing 
in Cornish Rock broilers. Also offering baby chicks, 
ducklings, goslings, bantams, exotics, turkeys, 
guineas, pheasants. Free catalog. MC/Visa/Discover. 

Illinois  
CHICKEN SCRATCH POULTRY, Larry & Angela McE-
wen, 14025 Cty Rd 975 E, McLeansboro, IL 62859. 
618-643-5602. <larry_angie@chickenscratchpoultry.
com> <www.chickenscratchpoultry.com> Coronation 
Sussex, Light Sussex, Lavender Orpington, Chocolate 
Orpington, Jubilee Orpington, Black Orpington, Black 
Copper Marans, Blue Copper Marans, Blue Laced 
Red Wyandotte, Crested Cream Legbar, Welsummers, 
Blue Ameraucana, Black Ameraucana, Rumpless 
Araucana, Olive Egger, Ayam Cemani, Maline.

Maryland  

Cream Legbars

Game Birds

Jersey Giants

Various

Missouri  
CACKLE HATCHERY®, PO Box 529, Lebanon, 
MO 65536. 417-532-4591. <cacklehatchery@ 
cacklehatchery.com><www.cacklehatchery.com> 78 
years of hatching and shipping baby chicks. FREE 
COLOR CATALOG, 193 varieties.

CHICKENS FOR BACKYARDS, PO Box 635,  
Phillipsburg, MO 65722. 888-412-6715. Order As Low 
As 3 Chicks, Heritage chicken breeds, Ducks, Guinea 
and Turkey. <www.chickensforbackyards.com>  

Wisconsin  
SUNNYSIDE HATCHERY, Beaver Dam, Wisconsin. 
920-887-2122. Shipping to North Central U.S. only. 
Jumbo broilers, Leghorns, Blacks, Browns, Reds, 
Rangers, Rainbow Eggers, Turkeys & Ducklings. 
<www.sunnysidehatchery.com>

California  
METZER FARMS, 26000K Old Stage Rd., Gonza-
les, CA 93926. Year-round hatching. Nationwide 
shipping. Free catalog now, 800-424-7755. <www.
metzerfarms.com> Ducklings: Pekin, Rouen, Khaki 

Waterfowl
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Campbell, Golden 300 Egg Layer, White Layer, Blue 
Swedish, Buff, Cayuga, Mallard, Welsh Harlequin, 
White Crested & Runners (Black, Chocolate, Blue, 
Fawn & White) Saxony: Silver, Appleyard, Goslings: 
Embden, White Chinese, Brown Chinese, Toulouse, 
Dewlap Toulouse, African, Buff Toulouse, Buff, Tufted 
Buff, Sebastopol, Pilgrim, Roman Tufted. Ringneck 
pheasants, French Pearl guineas.

Minnesota  
JOHNSON’S WATERFOWL, 36882 160th Ave. NE, 

Middle River, MN  56737. 218-222-3556. <www.
johnsonswaterfowl.com> Buff or White African 
geese. Rouen, Silver Appleyard, Pekin, White or Black 
Crested, Saxony, Black or Blue Magpies, Penciled, 
White, Blue, Black, Grey (Mallard), and Emory Pen-
ciled Runners, White, Grey, Snowy, Black, Penciled, 
Blue Bibbed & Pastel Call ducklings. Free brochure.

Wisconsin  
BASIL’S DUCKS, Todd Prutz, 4751 Coolidge Ave., 
Plover, WI 54467. 715-295-4048. <todd@basducks.

com> <www.basducks.com> Wood Duck, Man-
darin, Green Wing Teal, Blue Wing Teal, Falcated 
Teal, Cinnamon Teal, Baikal Teal, Garganey Teal, 
Pintail, RedHead, White Redhead, Silver Redhead, 
Goldeneyes, Hooded Merganser, Ring Teal, Mallards, 
Smews, Tufted, Greater Scaup, Ring Neck, Ruddy, 
Canvasback, Common Merganser, Red Breasted 
Geese, Emperor Geese.

Visit: 
 iamcountryside.com/shop/chicken-health-handbook

Call: 970-392-4419

A must-have reference for the small flock owner. 
Gail Damerow, leading authority on all things chick-
en, provides a complete reference to answer the 
questions and resolve the problems of any chicken 
raiser from beginner to professional. This fully up-
dated and expanded edition of a longtime classic 
offers expert guidance on nutrition, reproductive 
issues, and a full range of health problems, along 
with the latest information on:
• Practicing preventive healthcare
• Using natural approaches to enhance the immune 
system
• Treating and avoiding news-making diseases such 
as avian flu
• Raising healthy chickens in an urban environment
Enhanced with full-color photographs and eye-open-
ing illustrations, this is the essential guide to keeping 
your chickens healthy and productive.

A Complete Guide to Maximizing Flock Health and Dealing with Disease
Completely Revised & Updated 2nd Edition

The Chicken Health Handbook

By Gail Damerow
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ClassifiedsBackyard Poultry
Beekeeping

www.sweetpdz.com

Order tOday!

Oct./Nov. 2019 Deadline:  
August 12, 2019

BYP Breeders/Classifieds, 
P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451 

E-mail: classifieds@countrysidemag.com 
Call: 715-748-1389

Breeders & Classifieds Ad Info.:

HEALTHYHARVESTFEED.COM

NON-GMO 
POULTRY FEED

Flat Rate Shipping 
Just $8.95

Excludes Cabinet Incubators, Brooders, & Vaccines

(614) 595-8608
CluckAndCrow@reagan.com

TwinCityPoultrySupplies.com/store

Twin City  
Poultry Supplies

Hakes’

Mealworms

Poultry Feed

Poultry Supplies

Preserving

Water Systems

M I L L E R  B E E  S U P P L Y  
YOUR BEEKEEPING EXPERTS SINCE 1976! Check 
us out for all your beekeeping needs. Whether you are 
just starting out or already have bees we are here to 
assist your needs. Call us Toll Free: 1-888-848-5184. 
496 Yellow Banks Road, North Wilkesboro, NC 
28659. Email:info@Millerbeesupply.com Webiste:  
www.millerbeesupply.com

T H E  E G G  C A R T O N  S T O R E 
Modern service and speed, old world quality and value 
Over 40 years of egg packaging and marketing expertise! 
Egg  Ca r tons  |  F i l l e r  F l a t s  |  Beau t i -
fu l  Colored Cartons |  Poul t ry  Suppl ies 
C a l l  f o r  G R E AT  w h o l e s a l e  /  p a l -
l e t  q u a n t i t y  p r i c i n g !  8 6 6 - 3 3 3 - 1 1 3 2 
FREE SHIPPING on all cartons and filler flats 
WWW.EGGCARTONSTORE.COM.

SOON Church/Government Uniting,  Supressing 
“Religious Liberty,” Enforcing  “National Sunday 
Law”. Be Informed! Need mailing address only. TBSM, 
Box 99, Lenoir City, TN 37771. thebiblesaystruth@
yahoo.com, 1-888-211-1715.

Worlds Purest CBD oil!  Full spectrum or THC free.  
Benefits are endless.  Get yours today with a 60 day 
money back guarantee!  More Information or order 
at:  www.cbdgoldendrop.com.

All American Pressure Canner, the only pressure 
canner that forms a metal to metal seal eliminating 
the need for lid gasket replacement. Offers large 
capacity canning to make pressure canning your 
meats, vegetables and fruits easy. Easy Cleanup. 
800-251-8824. www.allamerican1930.com.

Egg Cartons

Free

Health

Hen Saddles
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just for fun

WORD SEARCH

BROWN EGG LAYERS

WEST NILE VIRUS

HARDWARE CLOTH

CHICKEN SOCIETY

BROODER HOTEL

DUST BATH

BARNEVELDER

TOUR DE COOP

PINE SHAVINGS

COOP

FLUFFY BUTT HUT

PREDATORS

SONGBIRD NETTING

DEEP LITTER METHOD

CHICKEN CHORES

BACKYARD CHICKENS

NESTING BOX HERBS

CHICKEN SWING

ANSWER KEY
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just for fun

Show us your art skills by coloring this rooster. 
Once you're done, snap a picture and send it to us via email at editor@backyardpoultrymag.com 

or via snail mail at Backyard Poultry, Attn: Coloring Pages, P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451.
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Coloring Page Fun
Beautiful Creations from Our Readers

1. Andy Engel | 2. Angela Head, age 97 | 3. Brooke Hamilton, age 10 | 4.  Violet Kizlinski, age 6, Rhode Island
5. Sabrinnah Dube, age 10, Maine | 6. Parker Price, age 8 | 7. Lori Davis, Texas | 8. Nathanson, age 4

9. Lydia Byler, age 6, Pennsylvania

Portable Fences for Poultry
Contain and control the movement of chickens, ducks 

and other poultry with Premier’s easy-to-move electric 
fence. It’s ready to keep poultry in and their predators out.

Our netting arrives at your door as a complete roll with 
the posts already built-in. Just unfold it. Set the posts by 
hand, add step-in corner posts and electrify netting with 
an energizer.

Use PoultryNet® to quickly rotate poultry to fresh grass 
and to reduce disease risks. PermaNet® may be a better 
option when the fence will not be moved often or very far.

Rough terrain? No worries! “Plus” nets have added 
built-in posts to accommodate curves, corners and major 
directional changes. 

Fence Solutions
… for backyards and pastures

premier1supplies.com
800-282-6631

Contact us for 
FREE catalogs!

FREE shipping on 
qualified orders.

Questions? For expert advice, give us a call or visit our 
website for more information.

Intended Uses
• Get birds out of the coop and onto green grass.
• Protection from raccoons, coyotes, foxes, dogs and 

other predators. 
• Fence orchards, compost piles and other areas for 

tillage and bird-friendly weed control. 
• For long or short grazing durations.
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SHIPPING CHICKS YEAR-ROUND WITH A 72-HOUR LIVE GUARANTEE
Toll-free: 1-866-954-2968    GreenFireFarms.com

 Maniacal
laughing crow

 Country of
origin: Indonesia

 Country of
origin: Indonesia

 Country of

Newly imported:
Ayam Ketawa
Newly imported:fNewly imported:


