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from the editor

Thank you for your responses 
to my editor’s letter in the last 
issue. It’s been interesting to 

see the many interests our readers 
share besides poultry. From bees to 
gardening, it looks like you’re a busy 
crew!

So many of your interests circle 
around and interact with poultry 
keeping that we’ve decided to include 
a feature from our parent magazine, 
Countryside, in each issue of Back-
yard Poultry. In case you’re not 
familiar, Countryside is a general 
homesteading magazine with features 
from topics in gardening to country 
life, self-reliance, and livestock. Many 
of the featured topics in Countryside
are in line with your interests. So, we 
figured why not share? Interestingly, 
we have a popular poultry section 
in Countryside that features an article 
from Backyard Poultry. The readers of 
both magazines definitely have many 
similarities!

In this issue, you’ll find an article 
about keeping bees in your backyard 
along with pets and poultry. Find out 
what safety precautions you should 
take and how to make sure your hive 
and your flock stay healthy, happy, 
and productive.

In future issues, you’ll find Coun-
tryside articles on a whole host of 
topics. I hope you enjoy this new 
section and it inspires you to continue 
to expand beyond poultry keeping 
and take your backyard to a whole 
new level.

Take a peek at our  Countryside
Instagram community...

Pam Freeman
Editor

Similar Interests
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AN EASTER EGG HUNT
Every Day!

By Angela Lindquist 
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H ello from the Lindquists up 
here in Ashland, Wisconsin! If 
you aren't aware of where we 

are, don’t worry, you are not the first! 
We are about 13 miles south of Lake 
Superior. Right now, we have a flock of 
60 chickens, six ducks, two turkeys, and 
11 pigs. Our flock was only supposed 
to be 10, needless to say, my husband 
absolutely loves chickens and has no 
control over buying them! Although our 
flock is way bigger than anticipated, we 
couldn’t be any happier with every single 
one of them.

My husband had to have basically one 
of every breed. This makes our flock col-
orful and our eggs beautiful. Our birds are 
all free range. They produce wonderfully 
delicious eggs to eat and they are amazing 
at eating insect pests and chasing around 
small mice. No matter what, we will 
always let our flock free range because 
it makes them happy and it's what they 
were made to do.

We have noticed that as they range 
around the yard they have formed clique 
groups with each other, my favorite group 

H

by far is our quack pack. The quack 
pack is the most motivated group. They 
go around the yard patrolling the other 
groups and making sure no one is out 
alone. They also make sure the roosters 
know that they are the head of the flock.

Although the ducks are not too fond 
of the turkeys, they do put up with them 
nicely. This is our first year with turkeys 
and they are absolutely hilarious. I am 
pretty sure they are the ditziest and clum-
siest birds you can buy. They are getting 
big — about three times as fast as the 
chickens did when they were small. They 
stay with the chickens for now, which is 
probably for the best since they should 
have a babysitter with them.

If you are thinking of getting chickens, 
turkeys or ducks, we definitely recom-
mend it. You will not regret it! I am so 
happy that we decided to get all of our 
animals in our flock. They all have funny 
personalities and are just so much fun 
just to watch run around the farm. Even 
if that does mean having an easter egg 
hunt every day, it still is worth it just to 
watch them enjoy what they are doing.

opposite page: "Mom, what is that big thing that flashes in your hand? Is it food?" 
above: Our biggest strutter flaunting his stuff. top right: Art all on its own.
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top: Our sweet Silver Laced Wyandotte 
is quite a noisy lady. bottom left: The 
lurking turkey gang. bottom right: They 
think they are just big, clumsy chickens.
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top: The original 
quack pack. They 
have not accepted 
the young ones. 
middle: The 
young and fresh 
quack pack. They 
try to help the big 
quacks. bottom: 
Not too happy the 
turkeys are coming 
close to them, they 
don't want to have 
to babysit.

Meet the Quack Pack
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COMING EVENTS
The Coming Events listing is gathered and provided by  

www.poultryshowcentral.com. Add your show listing on their website or send to:  
Coming Events, Backyard Poultry, P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451, or  

email: editor@backyardpoultrymag.com. To be included in the Backyard Poultry magazine 
listing, event details must be sent 60 days in advance.

ALABAMA

October 13, 2018 — Anniston, 
Alabama, Heart of Dixie Poultry 
Club Fall Double Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Heart_of_Dixie_Bantam_
Show.html

October 20, 2018 — Clanton, 
Alabama, Alabama Bantam 
Club Fall Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Alabama_Bantam_Club.
html

October 27, 2018 — Anniston, 
Alabama, Griffin/Griffith Poultry 
Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Griffith_Griffith_Poultry_
Show.html

ARIZONA

October 11-13, 2018 — Saf-
ford, Arizona, Graham County 
Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Graham_Co_Fair.html

October 28, 2018 — St. Johns, 
Arizona, Apache County Poultry 
Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Apache_County_Poul-
try_Show.html

November 24-25, 2018 — Tus-
con, Arizona, Tuscon Poultry, 
Pigeon, & Fancy Fowl Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Tuscon_Fancy_Fowl_Show.
html

ARKANSAS

October 1-7, 2018 — Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas, Southeast 
Arkansas District Fair Poultry 
Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Southeast_Arkansas_ 
District_Fair.html

October 11-21, 2018 — Little 
Rock, Arkansas, Arkansas 
State Fair Fall Poultry Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Arkansas_State_Fair.html

November 3-4, 2018 — Fay-
etteville, Arkansas, Heart of the 
Ozarks Poultry Club 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Heart_of_the_Ozarks_ 
Poultry_Club.html

CALIFORNIA

October 6-14, 2018 — Perris, 
California, Southern California 
Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Southern_California_Fair.
html

October 13, 2018 — Paso Ro-
bles, California, Central Coast 
Feather Fanciers 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Central_Coast_Feath-
er_Fanciers.html

October 13-14, 2018 — Wat-
sonville, California, Great 
Western Pigeon Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Great_Western_Pigeon_
Show.html

October 27-28, 2018 — Ventu-
ra, California, Seaside Feather 
Fanciers Bash at the Beach 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Seaside_Feather_Fanciers.
html

November 3, 2018 — Sonora, 
California, Gold Rush Fowl 
Association Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Gold_Rush_Fowl.html

November 15-17, 2018 — San 
Bernadino, California, Los 
Angeles Pigeon Club Pageant of 
Pigeons 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/ Los_Angeles_Pigeon_
Club.html

COLORADO

October 20, 2018 — Denver, 
Colorado, Rocky Mountain 
Feather Fanciers 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Rocky_Mountain_ 
Feather_Fanciers.html

CONNECTICUT

November 24, 2018 — Anso-
nia, Connecticut, Faircount 
Pigeon & Dove Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Faircount_Pigeon_Dove_
Show.html

FLORIDA

October 27, 2018 — Inverness, 
Florida, Citrus Classic 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Central_Florida_Poultry_
Breeders.html 

November 8-18, 2018 — Talla-
hassee, Florida, North Florida 
Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/North_Florida_Fair.html

GEORGIA

October 6, 2018 — Calhoun, 
Georgia, Northwest Georgia 
Poultry Club 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Northwest_Georgia_ 
Poultry_Club.html

November 24, 2018 — Dalton, 
Georgia, Carpet City Bantam 
Club 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Carpet_City_Bantam_Club.
html

ILLINOIS

October 6, 2018 — Bloom-
ington, Illinois, Central Illinois 
Poultry Club 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Central_Illinois_Poultry_
Club.html

October 7, 2018 — Kankakee, 
Illinois, Tri-K Pigeon & Bantam 
Club Pigeon Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/TriK_Pigeon_Bantam_Fair.
html

November 3, 2018 — Highland, 
Illinois, Ill-Mo Bantam Club 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Ill_Mo_Bantam_Club.html

November 10, 2018 — Jack-
sonville, Illinois, Jacksonville 
Area Pigeon Club Annual All 
Breed Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Jacksonville_Area_Pigeon_
Club_Annual_All_Breed_Show.
html

November 24, 2018 — Mt. Car-
mel, Illinois, Red Hill Bantam 
Club 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Red_Hill_Bantam_Club.
html

INDIANA

October 5-6, 2018 — Topeka, 
Indiana, Topeka Exotic Animal 
and Bird Auction 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Topeka_Exotic_Animal_
Bird_Auction.html

October 6, 2018 — Shipshe-
wana, Indiana, Newbury Square 
Swap Meet & Flea Market 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Newbury_Square_Swap_
Meet_Flea_Market.html

October 14, 2018 — Knox, 
Indiana, Golden Horseshoe 
Saddle Club Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Golden_Horseshoe_ 
Saddle_Club_Swap.html

October 20, 2018 — Lebanon, 
Indiana, Central Indiana Poultry 
Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Central_Indiana_ 
Poultry_Show.html

IOWA

October 7, 2018 — Walker, 
Iowa, Walker Farmer's Swap & 
Flea Market 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Walker_Farmer_Swap_
Flea_Market.html

November 16-17, 2018 — Web-
ster City, Iowa, The Masters 
Cup 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/The_Masters_Cup.html

November 16-17, 2018 — 
Decorah, Iowa, Tri-State Pigeon 
Club 
http://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Tri-State_Pigeon_Club_
Show.html

November 24-25, 2018 — Iowa 
City, Iowa, Eastern Iowa Poultry 
Association 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Eastern_Iowa_Poultry.html

KANSAS

November 17, 2018 — 
Hutchinson, Kansas, Heart of 
America, Kansas Classic Fall 
Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Heart_of_America.html

KENTUCKY

October 27, 2018 — Louisville, 
Kentucky, National Young Bird 
Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/National_Young_Bird_
Show.html
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November 17, 2018 — More-
head, Kentucky, Appalachian 
Classic 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Appalachian_Classic.html

MAINE

October 7, 2018 — Windsor, 
Maine, Central Maine Bird Fan-
ciers Fall Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Central_Maine.html

MASSACHUSETTS

November 3-4, 2018 — Bos-
ton, Massachusetts, Boston 
Poultry Expo 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Boston_Poultry_Expo.html

November 18, 2018 — Whit-
man, Massachusetts, New 
England Bantam Club Fall Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/New_England_Bantam_
Club_Fall_Show.html

MICHIGAN

October 13, 2018 — Grand 
Rapids (Hudsonville Fair-
grounds), Michigan, Michigan 
Bird & Game Breeders Assoc. 
Sale - Lowell 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Michigan_Game_ 
Breeders_Swap_Charlotte.html

November 3-4, 2018 — Birch 
Run, Michigan, Michigan Poul-
try Fanciers Fowl Fest — Fall 
Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Fowl_Fest_Fall.html

November 17, 2018 — New-
port Michigan, Michigan, Pi-
geon Club Annual Winter Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Michigan_Pigeon_Club_ 
Annual_Winter_Show.html

MINNESOTA

October 6, 2018 — Wabasha, 
Minnesota, Wabasha Small 
Animal Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Wabasha_Small_Animal_
Swap.html

October 27-28, 2018 — 
Hutchinson, Minnesota, Minne-
sota State Poultry Association 
Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Minnesota_ 
State_Poultry_Association.html

November 10, 2018 — 
Hutchinson, Minnesota, North 
Star Classic Show and Sale 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/North_Star_Classic.html

MISSISSIPPI

October 3-14, 2018 — Jack-
son, Mississippi, Mississippi 
State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Mississippi_State_Fair.html

November 17, 2018 — Colum-
bia, Mississippi, The South 
Mississippi Standard 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/The_South_ 
Mississippi_Standard.html

MISSOURI

October 4-7, 2018 — Ver-
sailles, Missouri, Jacob's Cave 
Swapping Days 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Jacobs_Cave_Swapping_
Days.html

October 5-6, 2018 — Lebanon, 
Missouri, "Fall in Love with 
Chicks" Annual Festival 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Cackle_ 
Hatchery_Annual_Festival.html

October 5-7, 2018 — Boonville, 
Missouri, Lake of the Ozarks 
Pigeon Club Swapper's Days 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/ Lake_of_the_Ozarks_ 
Pigeon_Club_Swappers_Days.
html

October 27, 2018 — Sedalia, 
Missouri, Missouri State Poultry 
Association Swap and Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Missouri_State_Poultry_ 
Association.html

MINNESOTA

October 6, 2018 — Great Falls, 
Montana, Rocky Mountain 
Poultry Fanciers 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Big_Sky_Poultry_Exposi-
tion.html

NEBRASKA

November 3-4, 2018 — Lin-
coln, Nebraska, Nebraska State 
Poultry Association 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Nebraska_State_ 
Poultry_Association.html

NEVADA

October 19-20, 2018 — Fallon, 
Nevada, Northern Nevada Poul-
try Fanciers Association Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Northern_Nevada_Poultry.
html

NEW HAMPSHIRE

October 14, 2018 — Deerfield, 
New Hampshire, New Hamp-
shire Poultry Fanciers Annual 
Show 

https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/New_Hampshire_ 
Poultry_Fanciers.html

NEW JERSEY

October 6, 2018 — East 
Brunswick, New Jersey, The 
Bayshore Variety Pigeon Club 
Young Bird Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Bayshore_Variety_Pigeon_
Club.html

October 20, 2018 — Augusta, 
New Jersey, Sussex Co. Poultry 
Fanciers 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Sussex_County_Poultry_
Fanciers.html

November 10, 2018 — East 
Brunswick, New Jersey, The 
Bayshore Variety Pigeon Club All 
Age Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Bayshore_Variety_Pigeon_
Club.html

NEW YORK

October 6-7, 2018 — Mumford, 
New York, Rochester Poultry 
Association 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Rochester_Poultry_ 
Association.html

October 14, 2018 — Syracuse, 
New York, Yankee Fall Classic 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Yankee_Fall_Classic.html

October 20, 2018 — North 
Babylon, New York, Long Is-
land Classic Young Bird Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Nassau_Suffolk_Pigeon_
Club.html

November 10, 2018 — North 
Babylon, New York, Long Is-
land Classic Open Pigeon Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Nassau_Suffolk_Pigeon_
Club.html

NORTH CAROLINA

October 11-21, 2018 — Ra-
leigh, North Carolina, North 
Carolina State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/ North_Carolina_State_Fair.
html

October 27, 2018 — Morgan-
ton, North Carolina, Friendship 
Poultry Club 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Friendship_Poultry_Club.
html

November 3, 2018 — North 
Carolina, Old English Game 
Bantam Club of NC - Old En-
glish Jamboree 

https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Old_English_Bantam_Club_
Jamboree.html

November 24, 2018 — Win-
ston-Salem, North Carolina, 
Forsyth Fowl Fanciers Fall Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Forsyth_Fowl_Fanciers.
html

OHIO

October 6-7, 2018 — Green-
ville, Ohio, Dayton Fancy 
Feather Club 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Dayton_Fancy_ 
Feather_Club.html

October 6-7, 2018 — Lucas-
ville, Ohio, Lucasville Trade 
Days 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Lucasville_Trade_Days.html

October 12-14, 2018 — Chill-
icothe, Ohio, Southern Ohio 
Poultry Association Fall Swap 
Day 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Southern_Ohio_Poultry_ 
Association_Swap_Meet.html

October 19-20, 2018 — Mt. 
Hope, Ohio, Mid Ohio Swap 
Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Mid_Ohio_Swap.html

November 2-3, 2018 — Mt. 
Hope, Ohio, Mid Ohio Alterna-
tive Animal and Bird Sale 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Mid_Ohio_Swap.html

November 10-11, 2018 — 
Columbus, Ohio, Ohio National 
Poultry Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Ohio_National.html

OKLAHOMA

October 20, 2018 — New-
castle, Oklahoma, Newcastle 
Poultry Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Newcastle_Poultry_Show.
html

October 21, 2018 — Newcas-
tle, Oklahoma, Texas All Game 
Bantam Club — "The All Game 
Show" 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Texas_All_Game_Bantam_
Club.html

November 3-4, 2018 — Nor-
man, Oklahoma, Canadian 
Valley Poultry Club Mega Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Canadian_Valley_ 
Poultry_Club_Show.html
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November 10, 2018 — Atoka, Oklahoma, 
All Bantam Fall Classic

November 17-18, 2018 — Shawnee, Okla-
homa, North American Poultry Breeders 
APA National Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/North_
American_Poultry_Breeders.html

November 24, 2018 — Anadarko, Oklaho-
ma, South Central Poultry Club 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/South_
Central_Poultry_Club.html

OREGON

November 17, 2018 — Astoria, Oregon, 
Clatsop County 4-H Small Animal Round-up 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Clatsop_County_4-H_Small_Animal_ 
Round-up.html

PENNSYLVANIA

October 13, 2018 —Lebanon, Pennsylva-
nia, Lebanon Valley Poultry Fanciers 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Lebanon_Valley_Poultry_Fanciers.html

October 27, 2018 — Abilene, Texas, Trick 
or Treat Serama Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/North_
Texas_Serama_Council_Serama_Show.html

November 10-11, 2018 — Comanche, 
Texas, Comanche Crossroads 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Comanche_Crossroads.html

UTAH

October 13, 2018 — Farmington, Utah, 
Utah Fancy Poultry Association 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Utah_
Fancy_Poultry_Association_Show.html

VIRGINIA

October 10, 2018 — Berryville, Virginia, PS 
Pearrell Poultry Auctions 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/PS_
Pearrell_Poultry_Auctions.html

October 13, 2018 — Berryville, Virginia, PS 
Pearrell Poultry Auctions 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/PS_
Pearrell_Poultry_Auctions.html

November 17, 2018 —Ruther Glen, Virgin-
ia, Virginia Poultry Breeders Association Fall 
Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Virginia_Poultry_Breeders.html

WASHINGTON

October 6-7, 2018 — Stevenson, Washing-
ton, The Stevenson Poultry Classic 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/The_
Stevenson_Poultry_Classic.html

October 20-21, 2018 — Ridgefield, Wash-
ington, Pacific Northwest Poultry Associa-
tion Winter Classic 
ttps://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Pacific_Northwest_Poultry_Association.html

November 17, 2018 — Chehalis, Wash-
ington, Washington Feather Fanciers Winter 
Brisk 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Washington_Feather_Fanciers_Brisk.html

WISCONSIN

October 6, 2018 — Menomonie, Wis-
consin, West Central Wisconsin. Pigeon & 
Poultry Club "Red Cedar Showdown" 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Red_
Cedar_Showdown.html

October 13, 2018 — Beaver Dam, Wis-
consin, Beaver Pigeon and Bantam Poultry 
Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Beaver_Pigeon_Bantam.html

October 27, 2018 — Fond du lac, Wiscon-
sin, Wisconsin Bird & Game Breeder Fall 
Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Wisconsin_Bird_Game_Breeder.html

November 24, 2018 — Jefferson, Wiscon-
sin, Watertown Pigeon Club Annual Winter 
Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Water-
town_Pigeon_Club_Annual_Pet_Swap

FAST�FENCE
Info�and�buy�now�at

www.electricnets.com
800-356-5458

October 21, 2018 — Dunbar, Pennsylva-
nia, Uniontown Poultry and Farm Products 
Association 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Uniontown_Poultry_Association.html

November 18, 2018 — York, Pennsylvania, 
White Rose Pigeon Association Winter Old 
and Young Bird Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/White_
Rose_Pigeon_Association.html

November 18, 2018 — Dunbar, Pennsylva-
nia, Uniontown Poultry and Farm Products 
Association 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Uniontown_Poultry_Association.html

RHODE ISLAND

October 21, 2018 — Richmond, Rhode 
Island, Little Rhody Poultry Fanciers Annual 
Fall Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Little_Rhody_Poultry_Fanciers.html

SOUTH CAROLINA

October 14, 2018 — Columbia, South 
Carolina, South Carolina State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/South_
Carolina_State_Fair.html

November 17, 2018 — Edgefield, South 
Carolina, Sweetwater Low Country Classic 
http://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
HFA-Sweetwater.html

November 17, 2018 — Clemson, South 
Carolina, Anderson All Breed Bantam Club 
Fall Classic 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Anderson.html

TENNESSEE

October 6, 2018 — Dickson, Tennessee, 
Volunteer State Poultry Club Fall Double 
Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Volunteer_State_Poultry.html

November 10, 2018 — Lawrenceburg, 
Tennessee, Lawrence County Poultry Club 
Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Law-
rence_County_Poultry_Club.html

November 10, 2018 — Newport, Tennes-
see, Something to Crow About Fall Poultry 
Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Something_To_Crow_About.html

TEXAS

October 6, 2018 — Gainesville, Texas, Red 
River Bantam Club Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/Red_
River_Bantam_Club.html

October 20-21, 2018 — Dallas, Texas, 
Texas State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/ 
Texas_State_Fair.html

October 27, 2018 — Abilene, Texas, 
Abilene Poultry Association Fall Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.com/
Abilene_Poultry_Association.html
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Do You Have Something  
To Crow About?

We want to hear from you. Send questions, comments, opinions, advice,  
coming events, etc. to: Backyard Poultry Editor, P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451  

or email editor@backyardpoultrymag.com. 

Loving Backyard Poultry
I hope you are all doing well. I recently 

came across your wonderful magazine, 
Backyard Poultry, wow! What a great 
magazine you have. I have 13 hens and it's 
so good to read of so many other chicken 
lovers out there like me.

Dennis Moss
Berkeley Springs, West Virginia

Top 10 Best Chickens for Eggs
I would like to know how many years 

these breeds will keep laying. I didn't get 
Isa Brown chickens because I heard they 
only lay well for a year and are not bred 
for long life. I don't want to have to cull 
them every year.

Maren Child

You ask an interesting question. The 
lifespan of a chicken is eight to 15 years. 

A healthy chicken will lay eggs well past 
a year. It’s not unusual to hear of chickens 
that are still laying eggs into their senior 
years, albeit, they are laying far less than 
in their prime. Isa Browns are a hybrid 
breed specifically bred for heavy egg 
production. Chicken owners often debate 
whether hybrids bred for heavy egg pro-
duction have a shortened lifespan and you 
can hear personal stories from both sides. 
It’s really a personal choice whether you 
select this breed for your flock. Below are 
some stories from our archives that may 
help you with your decision.

– Editorial

How Long Do Chickens Live?
countrysidenetwork.com/daily/poul-

try/chickens-101/how-long-do-chickens-
live-chickens-in-a-minute-video/

Alternatives to Culling Chickens
countrysidenetwork.com/daily/poul-

try/feed-health/alternatives-to-cull-
ing-chickens/

Understanding Sex-Link
Hybrid Chickens

countrysidenetwork.com/daily/
poultry/chickens-101/understand-
ing-sex-link-hybrid-chickens/

Raising Mealworms
What are sources for live worms? All 

I’ve been able to find online are “dried” 
or freeze dried worms same for “local” 
sources. No “live” ones to be found 
anywhere.

Leann W.

Hi Leann — Thank you for your note. 
Live mealworms are a staple for many 
pet lizards and other pockets pets. So 
usually pet store chains will keep them 
well-stocked. Many bait shops will also 
keep them in stock. Online websites 
offer many options too. One of our fa-
vorites is a company named Rainbow 
Mealworms  (www.rainbowmealworms.
net). Once you get a "starter" batch of 
mealworms, you can easily continue to 
breed them and raise your own stash for 
your flock. The following link will help 
you get set up.

– Editorial

How to Raise
Mealworms and Superworms

countrysidenetwork.com/daily/poul-
try/feed-health/how-to-raise-mealworms-
and-superworms/

Wow. So impressive. Question: 
Where do your chickens go outside?

Geri Spieler

Hi Geri! They go outside around 
the barn as they have a good one to 
two acres to free range. 

– Pat Opp, owner

COOLEST COOPS
WINNER

CACKLE INN
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My name is Tommy Hudson and I live 
in a small country town in Central Texas 
called Gatesville. I am a chicken enthu-
siast and have been all my life. Plus, I am 
a gardener, cook, and wildlife enthusiast.

Chickens: I raise a wide variety of 
chickens but mainly center around Eas-
ter Eggers, Barred Rocks, and Brown 
Leghorns.

Gardener: I raise a variety of plants 
including grapes, cantaloupes, tomatoes, 
peppers, and watermelons. Plus, I raise 
a variety of perennials. All my plants 
are raised in containers because we have 
very dry conditions in late spring and all 
summer.

OTHER INTERESTS
Cook:  My brother and I are popular 

in our area for our cooking styles. He 
cooks a lot of barbeque and grill items. I 
am popular for my exotic and wild game 
cooking. We both have personalized 
dishes that we prepare for folks all around 
the area.

Wildlife: My brother and I both have 
ranches that are geared toward wildlife 
management. Plus, we include area youth 
to get them involved in nature. My ranch, 
known as "The Getaway Ranch," has 
been in my wife's family for 150 years. 
My brother's ranch is leased by the Boys 
and Girls Club of Texas. He holds train-
ing seminars and camps for the youth of 

today to get outside in nature. My ranch 
we use for a more rustic getaway like the 
days-of-old, even with an outhouse.

These are some of my hobbies in my 
free time! Even with my health problems, 
we persist in living this lifestyle. I have 
cancer, Stage Five Carcinoma, but I do 
not let this slow me down. Our future is in 
the youth of today learning from the past 
and leading our future. Raising chickens 
and protecting nature and our natural 
resources is the answer for our future. 
Thanks for all you do and this fantastic 
magazine! God bless!

Tommy Hudson, Texas

Here are a few pictures from 
our other hobbies. Spring 
harvest is almost done and 
fall is in the ground. We got 
40 pounds of honey from my 
bees last year. We give most of 
it away to friends. Here is our 
chicken house. In one night 
of forgetfulness, I lost four of 
my five chickens. So what did I 
do? Started over! I went to the 
hatchery to pick up the four 
Buffs I ordered and there were 
seven in the box. I looked at the 
owner with a puzzled look and 
he put the guilt trip on me. He 
said, “If you don't take the extra 
they die.” So I now have seven.
I like the change in magazine 
format over the last two years. 
It's a big improvement.

Dwight & Pam Wells
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We have a blend of heritage turkeys on 
our farm. They have free range over the 
barnyard and yard, and are happy turkeys 
that announce the arrival of any strange 
or exciting new thing on the property 
with lots of gobbling. The females are 
usually a bit more aloof than the males. 
Sometimes the females go broody and put 
their nests as far away from the barnyard 
as they possibly can. Unfortunately, we 
have many predators that do not hesitate 
to enjoy a fine turkey dinner. So I was re-
ally happy when one decided to nest in the 
barn. She sat on her eggs for many days 
and managed to hatch out two poults. One 
of them looked rather weak. Based on a 
previous experience where a turkey hen 
had hatched out poults and took off with 
them through the pastures only to never 
return, I thought maybe it would be better 
if I hand-raised the two. Unfortunately, 
the weak one died within a few hours, so 
I returned the remaining unhappy single 
poult back to the hen. That remaining 
poult disappeared overnight.

The turkey hen was quite distraught 
over the loss. What she did next surprised 
me. I had thrown two half-grown chicks 
in the barnyard a few days beforehand. 
They were fully feathered, quite able to 
handle life on their own. The turkey hen 
didn’t think so. Imagine my surprise the 
next morning when I went out and under 
her wing were those two half-grown 
chicks! They looked kind of sheepish and 
a bit bewildered like they didn’t know 
what to think of what was going on either. 
They were smart enough though, not to 
argue with a bird so much bigger than 
them. All that day no matter where they 
went, the turkey hen followed them. She 
crooned. She coaxed. She showed them 
the best morsels of food she could find. 
It did not take them long to realize it was 
to their benefit to have such a large ally 
in the barnyard. I thought maybe it was 
just a fluke, but after a couple days, she 
had those chicks following her every 
move and coming to her call. She adopted 
them and they have been spending their 
days now roaming the yard and barnyard 
as they please. I have heard of broody 
chicken hens adopting newborn chicks 
but usually that has to be done just right 
or they won’t. I have never heard of an 
instance like this though.

Niki Stevens, Pennsylvania

A TURKEY OF A DIFFERENT FEATHER

Hatch your own eggs…
Brinsea the world leading incubator manufacturer is adding 
to its range of incubators, brooders, egg candlers 
and automatic coop door openers.  
All with 3 year warranty.

www.brinsea.comFor more information 
www.brinsea.com 
or call 1-888-667-7009

NEW
range

Free 
Color 

Catalog
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Thank you so much for supporting our All 
Things Poultry event! Your generous donation 
of copies of My Pet Chicken Handbook, Back-
yard Poultry magazine, and gift certificates 
was a great eye catcher at our event. Your 
donations every year help us to grow and reach 
new people. Our event could not be what it is 
today without you!

Leftovers 4-H Club, Washington

4-H
THANK

YOU
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We have enjoyed Backyard Poultry for years. From 
time to time you have photos of weird eggs that seem 
to have no explanation. We have never had one before, 
that I can recall, but on June 27, one of our Buff Or-
pington hens presented us with this strange creation, a 
normal-sized but soft-shelled egg with a four-inch tail. 
It was very hot that day and we had a tornado in the area 
the day before, so maybe it was weather/stress related. 
Since the tail looks like a deflated weather balloon, 
maybe she was preparing to send up a weather egg to 
check out atmospheric conditions.

Roger Olson, Wisconsin

STRANGE EGG

Wakita and Turk-Turk. 
Thanks again for putting us in your magazine! 

(Raised By a Wolf, February/March 2017)
— Chet Hedges, Colorado

70 PERCENT
WOLF & TURKEY

1-800-658-4016   www.bovidr.com

Finally, results 
you can see!
Poultry 
Nutri-Drench®

The only orally 
absorbed 
nutrient boost 
for your poultry.
Backed by 20 years 
of research, field trials 
and 2 U.S. Patents.
•Weak Newborns 
•Shipping and
   Weather Stress
all benefit from supplemental nutrition.
Contains only natural nutritional ingredients.
For FREE SHIPPING mention this ad.

Bovidr 1/6 page ad
2.25” wide x 4.875” high
Backyard Poultry
Feb/March 2017
document: BovidrPoultryAd071917.ai
7/19/17  14:50 sg
4 color process
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Learn Why a Hen Might 
Lay an Egg Inside an Egg:

countrysidenetwork.com/daily/poultry/
eggs-meat/egg-inside-of-an-egg-video

A s k  f o r  R e d  L a k e  E a r t h ®  a t  y o u r  l o c a l  F a r m  a n d  F e e d  S t o r e s .

• Food Chemical Codex Grade 

• Non-Calcined Diatomaceous Earth

• GRAS (Generally Recognized As Safe) 

• OMRI® Listed for use in all organic production

w w w.absorbentproduc ts.com

R L E

A s k  f o r  R e d  L a k e  E a r t h ®  a t  y o u r  l o c a l  F a r m  a n d  F e e d  S t o r e s .

w w w.absorbentproduc ts.com

It’s the little things...

w w w.absorbentproduc ts.comw w w.absorbentproduc ts.com

ss....... that matter.

Absorbent Products Ltd. is a research 
based company that seeks and 
utilizes the opportunities that science 
provides in the creation of our 
mineral based products.  To research 
studies and articles on Diatomaceous 
Earth and other minerals please go to 
researchdiatomaceousearth.com.

Tol l  Free 1 .800.667.0336

 is registered for use for further manufacturing in animal feed.

I was just reading your article explain-
ing the phenomenon of an egg inside 
another egg. I’m attaching a photo of the 
blue mini egg I found inside of a normal 
sized blue egg from my friend’s farm. I 
had already cracked a normal egg into 
the pan, and when I cracked the second 
egg, a mini one landed in the pan! Neither 
one had a yolk. I had no idea this was 
possible. Thank you for the explanation!

Claire Cahill

MINI EGG INSIDE ANOTHER EGG
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WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!

Follow us, like us, 
and join in 

the conversation!

Find us on Instagram.com/backyardpoultrymag

Backyard Poultry Social

Join the conversation on
Facebook.com/backyardpoultry

More stories you'll love at
Pinterest.com/poultrymagazine

INSTAGRAM
@backyardpoultrymag

PINTEREST
@poultrymagazine@backyardpoultry

FACEBOOK

countrysidenetwork.com/
daily/poultry/feed-health/

feeding-backyard-chickens-5-
common-mistakes-to-avoid
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1. Allison Cramer, Pennsylvania | 2. Summer Hickson, age 9, South Carolina
3. Ava, age 8, Texas | 4. Cole, age 4, Texas | 5. LBug, age 14

6. Lily, age 6, Texas | 7. T. Russell, Washington State
8. Brooke Hamilton, age 9 | 9. Mary Hardt, age 77, Georgia

10. Grace McCain, Oklahoma | 11. Shelby Slaven, age 11, Louisiana
12. Mylee Smith, age 11, Colorado | 13. Annie Rohde, age 6

We had so many entries and don't want 
you to miss any of them. See them all online at

countrysidenetwork.com/daily/august-september-2018-coloring-pages/

Beautiful Creations  from our Readers
PAGE FUNColoring

1

5

9

2

6

3

7

4

8

10 11 12

13
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Poultry Talk
Ron Kean  
Extension Poultry Specialist
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Pam Freeman
Editor

Backyard Poultry magazine

Ask our Poultry Experts About your Flock’s Health, Feed, Production, Housing , and More

If you have health-related poultry questions, send them to us at Backyard Poultry, Attn: Ask the Expert, P.O. Box 566, 
Medford, WI 54451 or email to pjf@bypforums.com. All submissions will be considered for print publication.  

Please include your name and hometown with your questions, which should be as detailed as possible. Pictures help us  
answer questions, so please include those too!

Not Laying Eggs
My wife and I are new to backyard 

chickens and I was wondering if you 
have some advice for one of our hens. We 
adopted two hens from a nearby family 
and both hens were laying eggs until 
the day of the move two months ago. 
The hen that's not laying is a Russian 
Orloff. She follows the other hen around 
the backyard, eats normally and seems 
to behave like the Plymouth Rock hen 
that is producing one egg a day. We are 
feeding them both the same food as the 
previous family and they roam around the 
backyard all day, going into the coup at 
night. We mentioned this to the previous 
family and they said they would come 
over and "fix" her. They have not been 
responsive to us in a few weeks and inter-
net searching has not produced anything 
helpful. We would appreciate any advice.

Tim Quaranta

Hi Tim,
Since both hens are new to your flock, 

it's not surprising that one or both are not 
laying. Change can be hard on chickens 
just like it can be on humans. Some take 
it well, as it seems the Barred Rock has 
done. Others, like your Russian Orloff, 
take it a little harder and undergo stress. 
When chickens undergo stress, they can 
stop laying. In addition to the move, it's 
been a hot summer and that can cause 
stress and lack of egg laying.

It's best to give both hens some time 
to adjust. Give them lots of good food 
and water and let them settle into their 

new surroundings. You'll probably find 
that both will resume egg laying shortly.

Good luck with your new hens!

Odd Chicken Egg
Yes, it's an egg! A normal egg is on the 

right. I believe it's the same hen that lays 
a very small egg with no yolk. This egg 
had no yolk either. The hen, a one-year-
old Leghorn, just started laying the small 
eggs this spring. It was a long, snowy 
winter, but all my hens laid very well. I'm 
guessing she has something wrong inside.

I have 17 hens, one rooster, and 12 
chicks. My chickens have acres of grass 
and trees for free-roaming. They get layer 
food plus treats. I've never seen an egg 
like this in the six years I've been raising 
chickens.

I enjoy Backyard Poultry, especially 
the Poultry Talk section. I have learned 
something from each issue.

Elaine Witt, Montana

Hi Elaine,
What an interesting egg! It's always 

amazing to see the strange eggs people 
find.

The hen may have something wrong 

Good luck with your new hens!

Odd Chicken Egg

inside, but it’s hard to guess what it might 
be. Chickens lay thousands of eggs over 
a lifetime. Every once in a while, one 
doesn't look exactly as it should, and 
that's ok. Odd eggs are definitely conver-
sation pieces, but not something to worry 
about if they happen occasionally.

Khaki Campbell Tail Feathers
Bubbles is a 15-year-old Khaki Camp-

bell hen. This year her tail feathers curled 
up like a drake. I've heard this can happen 
when there are no drakes present, but I 
have four other drakes in my flock. She 
stopped laying about three years ago. Is 
this normal old age in a duck? My second 
question is Goldy, an 11-year-old Gold-
star hen, has started laying eggs like she 
was three years old again. The last two 
years she averaged about a dozen eggs 
a year. This year she has already laid 
74 eggs. Is this healthy for her and is it 
normal? She is outlaying my three-year-
olds right now. The only thing different is 
the girls found my compost pile and have 
feasted on worms.

Ken Zimmerman
Swainton, New Jersey

Hi Ken,
The presence or absence of other 

drakes is not a factor with your Khaki 
Campbell hen. This phenomenon is not 
terribly rare in older females of other 
bird species, however, so it's not surpris-
ing it would happen in ducks. As you 
may know, most female birds have one 
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functioning ovary (the left one). Early 
in development, the right ovary stops 
developing. Some tissue is still present, 
however. If something happens to the 
left ovary (such as the development of a 
tumor), the tissue of the right ovary often 
develops into an ovotestis. This tissue 
secretes hormones that cause the "hen" 
to develop male characteristics. So, it's 
likely that something has happened to 
your duck’s left ovary, causing her to 
develop curled tail feathers.

There's really no explanation why an 
11-year-old hen would have such im-
proved egg production. It's not unhealthy 
for her. It’s probably normal, but there’s 
not a lot of records kept for 11-year-old 
hens and their egg production! Keep do-
ing whatever it is you’re doing with them 
because it's certainly working!

Small Chick
I bought a few Rhode Island Red 

chicks in the middle of April. Out of 
all the chicks, which were all the same 
size, I have one chick that the size and 
feathers have not changed from the time 
I brought it home. It is still looking like 
a baby chick but is eating, drinking, and 
jumping up on the perches etc. It's acting 
very healthy except for those two factors. 
The other chicks that came in the flock 
are easily four times the size. I personally 
picked out these chicks and brought them 
home all at the same size. Does anyone 
know why this chick is not growing?

Deborah Ambeault

Hi Deborah,
It's hard to know exactly what's wrong 

but it's likely the chick either has some 
internal infection, or it has a metabolic 
problem that doesn’t allow it to properly 
utilize nutrients. In either case, it’s just a 
matter of time until the problem “catches 
up” and the chick will get worse. 

As long as it eats and drinks, and 
doesn’t seem to be suffering, it’s probably 
not bad to monitor it and keep doing what 
you’ve been doing. Things might change 
and it might start growing. The odds aren't 
great, but you never know. If it does get to 
the point where it seems to be suffering, 
you may have to consider euthanasia.

because it's certainly working!

Using Dogs, Donkeys & Llamas to Protect Your Herd

Livestock Guardians
By Janet Vorwald Dohner

Well-trained hardworking dogs, donkeys and llamas are an in-
creasingly popular and effective solution to livestock predation. 
Properly selected and managed, these guardian animals protect 
sheep, goats, and other livestock from wolves, bears, mountain 
lions, coyotes, and many smaller predators. This complete guide 
to working with guardian animals shows you how to select the 
right breed for your needs, establish deep bonds between guard-
ian and livestock, and train your guard animal to carry out his 
duties reliably and effectively. 229 pages, $24.95

970-392-4419 • www.CountrysideNetwork.com/shop
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Feeding Calcium to Non-Layers
Since feeding calcium enriched feed 

to non-laying chicks and pullets can 
damage kidneys, does the same thinking 
apply to hens when they cease laying? 
If they should not be fed an egg laying 
feed, what kind of feed would be best 
for them in their “senior” years? My first 
batch of five hens lived four years and I 
now wonder if I shortened their lives and 
caused kidney problems by continuing 
to feed an egg-laying ration since I have 
read that chickens can live seven years. 
My second flock is now one year old and 
I want to give them the best chance to live 
out a long life.

Ronna Brown, Indianapolis, IN

Hi Ronna,
Feeding a “maintenance” diet is prob-

ably optimal for “senior” hens. Whether 
or not it makes a large difference is debat-
able. There is a fairly wide range of ages 
for chickens. Usually, an average age for 
chickens is somewhere around five years, 
though others have suggested longer. Just 
like with humans, some live to be 100, but 
the average in the United States is closer 
to 75. So, don't worry too much if your 
hens lived to four. That being said, if you 
want to feed them differently, you could 
use a chick grower diet, and then provide 
oyster shell as an optional calcium source 
for them. They can then eat more calcium 
if they need it.

Weird Beak
I purchased 10-day-old chicks about 

five weeks ago: four Ameraucanas, four 
Buff Orpingtons, and two Rhode Island 
Reds. All are doing well except for one 
of the Ameraucanas, which has a badly 
deformed mouth. I first noticed the defor-
mation at about two weeks of age, and it 
appears to have gotten much worse. The 
chick eats and drinks but is still smaller 
than the other chicks. I suspect that it will 
not survive to adulthood. Have you ever 
seen anything like this before and what 
might cause this deformation?

Donald L. Snyder, Fork, MD

Hi Donald,
Unfortunately, this type of beak is 

seen occasionally. As you have guessed, 
the chick will probably not do well, but 
some people have nursed them along for 
quite a while.

This can be a genetic defect. It is prob-
ably more often caused by an incubation 
problem. It might also be due to some 
injury to the beak while it was a chick. It 
also might be due to a vitamin or mineral 
deficiency, though that is probably less 
likely.

Determining why one chick might 
have it and the others don’t is difficult, 
especially if it is due to a deficiency or 
an incubator problem. There is natural 
variation in biology, so some respond 
differently. Or, there might have been 
an overly warm area in the incubator or 
something like that.

At any rate, it probably won't get better. 
Some people have tried trimming the 
beak as it grows, so it doesn’t get more 
offset. Keeping feed and water deeper in 
the pans can also help, so the chick can 
sort of scoop it rather than pecking.

At some point, the chick won’t be able 
to eat and drink enough to keep up. The 
others may start to bully this chick, too.

As long as it seems to be healthy and 
not suffering, you can wait and see. If 
it gets to the point where it seems to 
be suffering, you may want to consider 
euthanizing it.

Good luck with the flock!

Coop Ideas
My husband is looking for plans/

information for chicken coops. Can 
you recommend or forward material 
that might be useful? He is interested in 
possibly building a new coop for 40 or so 
chickens. Should it have a concrete floor, 
wood floor, dirt floor? What is best? He 
is searching for ideas.

Thank you!
Lynne Hallier

Hi Lynne,
There are many, many plans and types 

of chicken coops available, so it’s difficult 
to suggest just one. A lot depends on your 
location, the type of coop you desire, and 
your budget. Regarding flooring, concrete 
(with bedding on top) is probably best if 
you can afford it. It will protect against 
rodents and other things digging in. It 
will last for a long time and will be pretty 
easy to clean. Wood would be the second 
choice. It’s cheaper, still fairly easy to 
clean, and will help prevent animals 
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getting in (though rodents can still chew 
through).

Unless you are planning a mobile coop, 
it's best not to have a dirt floor. It can 
get muddy, will increase the chances of 
having worm concerns, and is fairly open 
to rodent/predators digging in. If your 
budget doesn’t allow a floor, however, 
you can make it work with dirt. It just 
opens up a few more potential problems.

Again, there are lots of possible plans. 
Check your local library, and/or your lo-
cal extension office for books. They may 
have things that are more suited to your 
local area. There are many ideas online, 
too. Backyard Poultry magazine has had 
quite a few articles over the years, too!

In many cases, the chickens probably 
don’t care what the coop looks like! You 
(and your neighbors) likely will. Proba-
bly the biggest suggestion is to make it 
predator-proof. A second suggestion is to 
make it easy to clean, and easy to manage.

Switching Starter to Layer Feed
My girls love their crumble growth 

feed. They are nearing laying age. How 
can I introduce new feed into the pro-
gram? They now refuse the layer pellet, 
push it aside.

Walter Sterling

Hi Walter,
When you switch from starter crumbles 

to layer feed, you have the choice be-
tween pellets and crumbles. Many people 
report their flocks don't like pellets. So 
you can feed them layer crumbles and 
your birds will be happy and healthy.

If you've got starter crumbles left at the 
time of the switch, that's actually a good 
thing. It's hard on chickens to suddenly 
switch from one food to another. So, grad-
ually mix some of the layer feed with the 
starter crumbles, increasing this quantity 
over a week or so. This will use up the last 
of your starter crumbles and will gently 
introduce your flock to the new feed.

Good luck with your flock! 
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W hether it's an elaborate feast with the perfect roast 
turkey or a simple supper, Thanksgiving is a day to 
give thanks for our abundant blessings, and to re-

member it’s not just about the food, but who shares it with you. 
The people who occupy the chairs at your table come for the 
appreciation of food and the camaraderie of family and friends.

So try not to stress about having everything perfect. I know 
it’s hard and I have to remind myself of the same thing. I've 
hosted many Thanksgiving dinners, and have learned a few 
tips along the way.

The recipes I’m sharing for perfect roast turkey, do-ahead 
mashed potatoes, and the best do-ahead gravy you’ll ever make 
will free up valuable time. And what cook doesn’t cherish that?

Holiday Entertaining
Made Easy

By Rita Heikenfeld



www.countrysidenetwork.com        37October/November 2018

PERFECT ROAST TURKEY

Professionally, the recommendation is 
to make the dressing/stuffing, on the side. 
That calls for putting aromatics inside the 
cavity to infuse the turkey with flavor 
and that's the recipe I'm sharing. The ar-
omatics don’t overwhelm, so you still get 
that perfect roast turkey with traditional 
turkey flavor.

Ingredients
1 fresh turkey, about 12 pounds

Herbed Butter (For brushing on 
turkey.)

1-1/2 sticks butter
Juice from 1 lemon
Herbs: Palmful minced fresh thyme or 

favorite herbs
Salt and pepper

Aromatics (To stuff inside the bird.)
6 sprigs thyme, 3 inches each
Handful fresh parsley sprigs
1/2 lemon
1 medium onion, peeled and quartered
1 head garlic, unpeeled and cut in half 

crosswise
2 cups low sodium, fat-free chicken 

broth or 1 cup broth and 1 cup dry white 
wine

Instructions
Preheat oven to 350° F.
Melt butter in a saucepan, add lemon 

juice, herbs, and seasonings. Set aside.
Remove giblets and rinse the turkey. 

Pat outside dry.
Place turkey in roasting pan, breast 

side up, and sprinkle cavity with salt and 
pepper.

Stuff cavity with thyme, parsley, lemon 
half, onion, and garlic.

Brush outside of turkey with butter 
mixture. Sprinkle with salt and pepper.

Pour broth or broth and wine in the 
bottom.

Roast two and a half to three hours, or 
until juices run clear between the leg and 
thigh. When juices run clear between the 
leg and thigh, you've assured the turkey 
is cooked to the proper temperature. The 
temperature there will be approximately 
175° F.

Tent with foil and let rest 20 minutes.
Remove aromatics from cavity before 

serving.
Adapted from Ina Garten.

How Many Minutes Per Pound?
• A good rule of thumb is approximately 

13 minutes per pound for an unstuffed turkey.
• For a turkey that's stuffed, count on 20 

minutes per pound. (Stuffing is safely cooked 
when it registers 165° F in the center.)

 
UNSTUFFED VS. STUFFED

Unstuffed perfect roast turkey.

Stuffed perfect roast turkey.

Does Turkey Need to Roast on a Rack?
That’s up to you. A rack allows the air to circulate and will 

produce a crisper skinned bottom.
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Wings after roasting.

MAKE-AHEAD 
TURKEY GRAVY

Your perfect roast turkey needs fla-
vorful gravy. This can be frozen up to a 
month ahead of time.

Ingredients
3 to 4 pounds turkey wings
2 medium onions, peeled and quartered
1 cup water
2 quarts low sodium chicken broth, 

divided
1 medium carrot, unpeeled and chopped
1 tablespoon fresh thyme leaves or 3/4 

teaspoon dried
3/4 cup flour
Salt and pepper
2 tablespoons butter

Instructions
Preheat oven to 400° F.
Arrange wings in a single layer in a 

large sprayed roasting pan.
Scatter onions over top.
Roast about one hour and 20 minutes 

or until wings are browned.
Put wings and onions in large pot.
Add water to roasting pan and stir to 

scrape up any brown bits on the bottom. 
Add the brown bits to the pot.

Add six cups broth, carrots, and thyme. 
Bring to a boil. Reduce heat and simmer 
uncovered for one hour and 20 minutes.

Remove wings and save meat for an-
other use.

Strain broth into a saucepan, pressing 
vegetables to extract as much liquid as 
possible. Discard vegetables.

Refrigerate overnight if you have time 
so that you can skim the fat off the top 
easily. If not, do your best to skim it after 
straining broth.

Whisk flour into remaining two cups 
broth until well blended. Set aside.

Bring broth in pot to a gentle boil.
Whisk in broth/flour mixture and boil 

several minutes to thicken the gravy.
Stir butter in. Season to taste.
Refrigerate up to three days or freeze 

up to one month.
When reheating, add defatted drippings 

from the roasted turkey to the gravy.

Chop it up into large pieces, put in a stockpot and cover 
with half water and half chicken broth. Add a splash of 
organic cider vinegar, this helps pull the calcium out of 
the bones and into the broth. Bring to a boil, then lower 
to a simmer and cook until remaining meat falls from 
bones. Strain and you have the best bone broth ever!

DON'T PITCH THE CARCASS!
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Ingredients

4 pounds medium potatoes, peeled and 
quartered

8 oz. cream cheese, softened
1/2 cup sour cream
1/3 cup butter, softened
Salt and pepper to taste

Instructions
Place potatoes in a pan; add water to 

cover, stir in a little salt, and bring to a 
boil.

Reduce heat and cook, uncovered, until 
tender, 15 to 20 minutes. Drain.

Beat cream cheese and sour cream until 
smooth. Add potatoes and beat until light 
and fluffy.

Beat in butter and seasoning.
Transfer to a sprayed 9 x 13 dish. 

Refrigerate, covered, overnight or up to 
two days.

To Reheat in the Oven: Remove from 
refrigerator an hour ahead of time. Dot 
top with butter.  Cover and reheat any-
where from 325 to 375°    F until heated 
through — about 45 minutes or so.

To Reheat in the Microwave: Remove 
from refrigerator 30 minutes before 
heating. Microwave, uncovered, on high 
10 minutes, stirring once. Stir in two 
tablespoons milk and two tablespoons 
softened butter. Microwave until heated 
through.

Gilding the Lily: Shower the top with 
a little Parmesan cheese right before 
reheating.

MAKE-AHEAD MASHED POTATOES

RITA HEIKENFELD comes from a family 
of wise women in tune with nature. She 
is a certified modern herbalist, culinary 
educator, author, and national media 
personality. Most important, she is a 
wife, mom, and grandma. Rita lives on 
a little patch of heaven overlooking the 
East Fork River in Clermont County, 
Ohio. She is a former adjunct professor 
at the University of Cincinnati, where 
she developed a comprehensive herbal 
course. 

abouteating.com
column: rita@communitypress.com

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

I LIKE TO USE 
BAKING OR 

YUKON GOLD 
POTATOES FOR 

THIS DISH.
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H omemade mayonnaise is easy to whip up and 
rich with flavor. If you have a backyard flock 
you’ve probably got extra eggs, and the rest of 

the ingredients are most likely already in your pantry. Be 
prepared — it does require some patience to mix up slowly. 
Slow and steady is the key.

to make
HOMEMADE

MAYONNAISE

USE YOUR 
EGGS

By Erin Phillips
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HOMEMADE 
MAYONNAISE RECIPE

Ingredients
2 large yolks
1 tablespoon lemon juice
2 teaspoons vinegar
¼ teaspoon mustard
1 teaspoon salt
1-1/2 cups oil

Instructions
Combine the yolks, lemon juice, vin-

egar, mustard, and salt in a stand mixer 
with the whisk. Mix on medium speed 
until well-blended. Scrape the sides and 
bottom and mix again.

Turn the mixer up to high and add the 
oil slowly. Start with just a few drops 
then work up to a small steady stream. I 
recommend putting the oil in a measur-
ing cup with a spout on it for easy, slow 
pouring.

Move your homemade mayonnaise to 
a jar, seal, and store in the refrigerator.

HERBED HOMEMADE 
MAYONNAISE

Want a flavor-packed topping for your 
sandwiches? Try adding some chopped 
herbs into your homemade mayonnaise 
at the end. Some of my favorite flavor 
combinations are garlic chives, tarragon, 
and oregano or garlic chives, dill, and 
black pepper. Use whatever is growing 
fresh in your garden.

You can use your herbed mayonnaise 
as a base for all kinds of sauces and salad 
dressings. Try adding a little milk to thin 
it down and some salt and pepper to taste 
— easiest salad dressing ever!

Pour the oil in a slow steady stream.

Your final product should look something 
like this.
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WHAT KIND OF EGGS TO USE?
You can make this recipe with any kind of poultry eggs. If 

you’re wondering the difference in duck eggs vs. chicken eggs, 
try them both and see what you think. We raise Pekin ducks. 
Their eggs are huge and have a higher fat content than chicken 
eggs, making a richer mayonnaise. Duck egg color is also 
usually a darker orange so consider that if the color of your 
mayo matters to you. For this homemade mayonnaise recipe, 
I used duck eggs. If you are using chicken eggs, consider the 
size of your eggs. You may need three medium-sized chicken 
eggs or four small ones. If you have quail, you may need 12 
or more eggs.

Our duck eggs (top) are about one and a half to two times the 
size of an average chicken egg.

FOOD ALLERGIES
Food allergies seem to be more and more prevalent every 

day. One of our customers told us her allergist had suggested 
she try duck eggs because ducks don’t produce the protein to 
which most people who have a chicken egg allergy react. She 
tried them and has been coming every week since. Duck eggs 
opened up a whole area of food that had been off-limits to her 
for a long time.

Duck egg mayonnaise can make this classic condiment avail-
able to many who have had to pass due to food allergies. Of 
course, always check with your doctor before trying anything 
new if you have allergies.

WHAT KIND OF OIL TO USE?
I used sunflower oil for my mayonnaise because it has a fairly 

mild taste, is cost-effective, and whips up well. I’ve also used 
avocado oil, which is pricey but tastes nice. Try a couple dif-
ferent batches with different oils and see which you like best. 

ERIN PHILLIPS lives on a small farm with her family, where they 
raise chickens and ducks.  She also grows fruit, vegetables, and 
herbs, which she makes into homemade products like jams, 
pickles, sauces, infused vinegars, and fresh bread. She has been 
writing for Countryside since 2015.
phillipsfarmbatavia.com

instagram.com/phillipsfarmbatavia
phillipsfarmbatavia.blogspot.com

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

writing for 
phillipsfarmbatavia.com

instagram.com/phillipsfarmbatavia
phillipsfarmbatavia.blogspot.com

www.standleeforage.com/products

The  
Sweet Smelling

Dream 
Team

Every chicken coop and home should smell this heavenly! Elements 
of SPRUCE THE COOP

®
 Herbal Fusion were selected based upon their 

aromatic qualities, safety for use with chickens and reputation for 
offending some insects that find strong scents overwhelming. Sprinkle 
SPRUCE THE COOP

®
 Herbal Fusion into nesting boxes, coop litter, 

the chicken run or dust bath areas to impart a delightful scent 
to your chicken’s environment. SWEET COOP™naturally controls 
moisture and harmful ammonia gas odor in the coop for a sweeter, 
healthier home for your chicken! Find out more online and look for 
them in your favorite store today.

Our duck eggs (left) are about one and a half to two times 
the size of an average chicken egg.
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By Doug Ottinger

COMMERCIAL TURKEY FARMING 
BRINGS BIG CHANGES

A h, the glory of Thanksgiving and turkey farming in 
the past. Norman Rockwell painted the picture that 
memorializes in our minds what the holidays of yes-

teryear were really like. All the family was together. Everyone 
was happy. Every family had a perfect, oversized turkey on the 
table. Life was never easier or grander. Or was it?

Just what was the actual cost to get that Thanksgiving turkey 
onto the table in 1950? When you adjust the cost of inflation, 
you start to realize that a turkey for the holidays was something 
special. The minimum wage in 1950 was 75 cents per hour. In 
Chicago that year, Thanksgiving turkeys were about 49 cents 
per pound. That means that the 20-pound bird in the painting 
cost that family today’s inflationary equivalent of about $95. 
But what if grandpa was into turkey farming and raised his 
own turkey?

According to the feed consumption tables shown in poultry 
textbooks from that time period, the turkey would have eaten 
about 90 pounds of high protein mash and grain at a cost of 
about $4.50 or a little higher. Seems cheap enough, I suppose. 
But, adjusted for inflation, that is still a cost of about $44 just for 
feed alone in today’s money. Add in some of the other costs and 
it becomes apparent that a holiday turkey in 1950 was special.

Turkey Farming: Big Changes in a Short Time
Commercial turkey farming has seen many changes in a short 

period of time. Some of the biggest changes include shifting 
away from pasture raising to an enclosed, concentrated-feed-
ing system. Birds have been genetically bred to rapidly put on 
weight.

Commercial turkeys, just like chickens, have also been bred to 
produce a higher mass of breast meat making the Broad Breasted 
White the main turkey commercially raised. Consumers also do 
not like the little dots of pigmentation left around each feather 
follicle when a bird with colored feathers is plucked. During 
the 1950s, there was a large shifting from raising bronze birds 
to raising white birds.

The modern grocery store bird of today is a world apart from 
its ancestral beginnings. A wild turkey can attain flight speeds, 
in short bursts, of up to 55 miles per hour. They can also run at 
speeds up to 20 miles per hour. A fattened, modern turkey can 
barely lift itself off the ground.

Wild turkeys are alert and are constantly on the move. Turkeys 
raised in a commercial environment rarely leave sight of the 
feed trough. And breeding? Wild turkeys and heritage turkey 
breeds, like the Royal Palm turkey, can copulate naturally. 
Modern turkeys must be artificially inseminated.

Modern turkey farming has made it so almost all of us can 

afford to have turkey on our holiday tables. Many of us eat 
turkey, in one form or another, several times per month.

History of Turkey Domestication
The turkey, Meleagris gallopava, and its modern descendants 

have ancestral roots in Mexico and the Eastern two-thirds of the 
United States. Explorers began to take them back to Europe in 
the 1500s to meet the demands of royalty for this exotic new 
bird. There they were raised on the large estates of European 
royalty and aristocracy.

There is some discrepancy in the stories about the domestica-
tion of the turkey once it reached Europe and how the domesti-

The Evolution
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cated stock was introduced to the Americas. We do have record 
that domesticated birds were brought back into the Americas 
for breeding in the first half of the 1600s.

I recently read one source that claimed the Pilgrims had sev-
eral domesticated turkeys as part of the cargo on the Mayflower. 
I seriously question this theory. The logs from the ship only 
mention two pet dogs who made the voyage with the people. 
After landing, a mention of chicken broth was made in a diary, 
so it is likely a few chickens were also on board. Turkeys were 
expensive and something only the rich kept and bred, so it is 
within reason to think that any turkeys on board would have been 
listed in the cargo logs based on their economic value alone.

The idea of domesticating wild turkeys did not start with the 
Europeans. Native people of Mesoamerica were already doing 
this more than 2,000 years ago. This may have given Europeans 
their first ideas for raising these birds in captivity.

By the early 1700s, domesticated turkeys were a common 
sight in some areas of England. By 1720, some 250,000 turkeys 
had been collectively herded from Norfolk, England, to the mar-
kets in London, an approximate distance of 118 miles. The birds 
were driven in flocks of 300 and 1,000 birds. The turkeys' feet 
were dipped in tar or wrapped in little leather booties to protect 
them. The birds were fed in the stubble fields while en route.

Historical sources make it pretty clear that domesticated 

of Turkey Farming
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turkeys were still considered partially 
wild well into the early 1900s, and were 
raised as such.

By 1918, production attitudes were 
gradually changing, at least on the West 
Coast. Turkeys were still open-ranged 
and considered partially wild, yet artifi-
cial incubation was becoming the norm. 
“Turkey farming, as it is called, is mainly 
in the grain districts where the fowls can 
range. Hatching by incubators prevails 
generally" — 1918 Statistical Report of 

the California State Board of Agriculture.
About the same time, a young farmer 

in Virginia, Charles Wampler, began 
wondering if turkeys could be raised in 
captivity in entirely enclosed systems. 
I spoke with Charles’ great-grandson, 
Harry Jarret. Harry told me that during the 
years 1920 and 1921, his great-grandfa-
ther wrote to about 100 county extension 
agents all over the United States, and all 
but one told him that turkeys were wild 
animals and could not be successfully 

raised in captivity. Despite the negative 
answers, he decided to give it a try. He 
built an artificial incubator, and in 1922, 
hatched his first brood.

That initial small experiment eventual-
ly grew into a large domesticated turkey 
raising industry that expanded throughout 
the Shenandoah Valley. Charles Wampler 
became known as the father of the modern 
turkey industry in the United States and 
has been honored with a permanent spot 
in Virginia Tech’s Poultry Hall of Fame.

In the 1930s through the 1950s, turkeys 
were routinely butchered at about 28 
weeks of age, although they were some-
times held longer if consumer demand 
dictated a fatter bird. It was nothing for 
the birds to consume 80 or 90 pounds 
(or more) of grain and feed concentrates 
if they did not have lots of pasture or 
forage available.

Today’s commercial turkeys reach 
marketable weights on much less feed, 
within a much shorter period of 16 weeks. 
According to the Minnesota Turkey 
Growers’ Association, turkeys today 
produce twice as much meat on half the 
feed as birds did in 1930. Penn State Uni-
versity lists feed consumption today for a 
16-week-old marketable bird at about 46 
pounds for hens and 64 pounds for toms, 
a huge reduction from feed consumption 
years ago.

Because of the rapid muscle growth 
and formation that has been bred into 
modern turkey strains, many hatcheries 
and poultry nutrition experts recommend 
nothing less than feed with a minimum 
of 28 percent protein. Skeletal problems 
and other issues can present themselves 
if they are not raised on extremely high 
protein feeds. Obviously, modern strains 



www.countrysidenetwork.com        49October/November 2018

Jumbo French 
Guineas, Bantam 

Silkies, Muscovy Duck, & 
Khaki Campbell Ducks

Bantam silkies are 
excellent sitters with a 
gentle nature that make 

excellent pets.

Guineas are fast growing, suitable for 
backyard growers who want to control ticks 

and for those who would want to use them as 
a meat bird.

The Muscovy is fast growing and a 
great range duck with a lean meat that is 

desired by many restaurants.

J.M. Hatchery
178 Lowry Road 

New Holland, PA 17557
717-354-5950 

www.jmhatchery.com

To order Muscovy and Khaki Campbell 
ducklings call Fifth Day Farm at 
717-917-6729 or order online at

www.freedomrangerhatchery.com

“To order bantam silkies, call Blue Banty 
Farm at 717-917-6729 or order online at 

www.jmhatchery.com”

DOUG OTTINGER lives in northwest Minnesota with his wife, Connie. They 
raise chickens, ducks, and geese on their small hobby farm. Doug's educational 
background is in agriculture, with an emphasis in poultry and avian genetics.
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are not well prepared for foraging or 
being raised in slow growth systems, as 
are the wild or heritage turkey breeds.

Years ago, a heavy layer of fat under-
neath the skin of the bird was considered 
highly desirable. Turkeys do not start 
to put on this layer of fat until about 22 
weeks of age. Although the bulk of mus-
cle formation had already been complet-
ed, growers would keep the birds an extra 
six to 10 weeks for fattening, sometimes 
until 32 weeks of age or more. Fattening 
was just what the term implied — the 
development of the fat layer underneath 
the skin.

Range turkeys were rounded up and 
kept in pens and fed grain for several 
weeks before slaughter. The cost of 
feeding the birds soared at this point, but 
consumer demand called for a fat turkey.

Today, consumer preferences are 
generally for more lean birds, and this 
practice has mostly been done away with, 
except for a few specialty growers that 
raise heritage breeds or cater to specialty 
markets.

Many feedstuffs have been tried and 
used over the years for raising turkeys 
for meat. Besides open pasture and grain, 
some producers years ago supplied large 
flocks with a butchered pig or another 
animal for protein. Many producers have 
used potatoes for fattening, especially in 

some areas of Europe where grain was at 
a premium. The University of California 
at Davis, did studies on this in the late 
1940s and found that weight gains from 
potatoes were not nearly as desirable as 
they were with grains. Since then, it has 
been found that diets high in potatoes 
cause enteritis in the poultry intestines 
(cited by Dr. Jacqui Jacobs with the Uni-
versity of Kentucky Extension Service).

In 1955, a combination of pasturing 
and concentrated grain or high protein 
mash feeding was the norm (Marsden and 
Martin, Turkey Management, Interstate 
Press, 1955). Within 10 to 15 years, much 
of the industry had shifted to enclosed, 
highly-concentrated feeding systems. 
Artificial insemination also became the 
norm, as male turkeys were gradually 
being bred too large and heavy to suc-
cessfully mount the hens.

When we look at commercially-raised 
turkeys today and see how dependent 
they are on human care and protection, 
it is almost inconceivable that birds just 
100 years ago were considered highly ef-
ficient at self-care and self-perpetuation.

Next spring, all of us will be inundated 
with poultry catalogs that help feed our 
poultry addictions. All sorts of baby 
poultry will be available. I’m already 
dreaming about next year’s Thanksgiving 
bird. How about you? 
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R aising meat turkeys is an adven-
ture on many levels. I’ve had the 
pleasure of growing a turkey for 

Thanksgiving for years, starting back in 
high school. It’s one thing to raise turkeys 
for dinner, but when you’re trying to turn 
a dollar, things do get complicated. Let 
me share some of my experiences with 
raising meat turkeys so that you can start 
off on the right foot.

Why Raise Turkeys?
Buying a frozen turkey at the super-

market is a very simple, and very cheap 
avenue, to a turkey dinner. That being 
said, like most things in life, you get what 
you pay for. Just like store-bought eggs 
can’t compare to your eggs fresh from 
the coop, supermarket turkeys aren’t the 
same as fresh-off-the-farm birds. If you 
want the most tender, most flavorful, and 
absolute freshest bird for your festivities 
or dinner, then a bird raised at home is 
your best bet.

Learning Experience
I spent my high school years in a re-

gional agricultural school, and as such, 
I was a member of the FFA. All mem-
bers of FFA need what’s called an SAE 
(Supervised Agricultural Experience) 
project. Some kids did gardening, some 
had horses, but I raised birds.

Catalyst
As a freshman in high school, I already 

had experience raising show poultry. I 
was breeding fancy show chickens and 
having a grand time, but there was no 
profit to be found. AgEd stressed the 
importance of running your project like 
a business, and my business was buried 
in the red. I needed a product to sell and 
somehow turkeys caught my attention.

Profit and Loss
Like any business, it’s important to 

watch how much you spend and how 
much you make. As long as your expen-
diture is lower than your gross income, 
things are cheery, as it was when I started 
in turkeys. However, things changed.

In the early 2000s, feed prices started 
to climb, and consequently, so did my 
costs. By the time I graduated college, 
my farm expenses were exceeding my 
farm income, which was an issue. Despite 
that, I did continue the tradition for a bit 
longer than I should have.

RAISING TURKEYS
By Jeremy Chartier

for Food & Income
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LEFT: Raising meat turkeys with a flock of chickens can work, but it's not ideal for production flocks. RIGHT: I was always a fan of the Broad 
Breasted Bronze myself, but the white variant also worked well for me.

My Big Miscalculation
Sometimes you need to take a step 

back from things and give yourself time 
to reconsider. Now that I’ve had some 
time away from raising meat turkeys, I 
can identify my shortcomings. When I 
started, my inexperience was offset by 
low feed prices. The fault in the business’ 
foundation opened wide when those feed 
prices climbed.

Raising Meat Turkeys
I was a big fan of big birds. Unfortu-

nately, my success in growing a big broad 
breasted turkey would be my undoing. 
My customers wanted a larger bird than 
your standard supermarket bird, but not 
as big as I was growing. Once I started 
producing 50-pound turkeys (dressed 
weight), I should have realized it was 
time to back off, but I didn't.

Point of Diminishing Returns
If you’re raising meat turkeys correctly, 

your toms should be yielding a dressed 
weight of about 30 pounds at 4.5 months 
old. I was growing my birds closer to 6 
months old before processing, which was 
a waste of feed. Most of my customers 
wanted a much smaller bird, preferably 
one that would fit in their oven. As such, 
I had a hard time selling my extra-large 
birds. Those large birds that didn’t sell 
constituted significant financial losses 
for me.

Savings in Feed
When I started growing turkeys, I be-

gan on bagged feed. As prices went up, 

I found my local feed mill and started 
buying in bulk. If you have a feed mill 
at your disposal, use it! Buying bulk 
feed represented a big cost saving over 
bagged feed.

Feed Errors
As I experimented with raising meat 

turkeys, I also tried different feeds avail-

able through the mill. I found a product 
that was super high in protein, which 
made my birds grow fast and big. How-
ever, that massive bird was my undoing.

Be sure you’re using the right feed, and 
if you don’t know which is best, ask. Even 
though I found a high-performance feed 
that gave results, those results were more 
expensive than they needed to be. Had I 
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At 12 years old, JEREMY CHARTIER 
became involved with his local 4-H group, 
later joined the local FFA chapter, and 
showed livestock until his college years. 
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used the correct feed, I would have seen 
good, controlled growth in my birds. My 
feed costs would have been lower and my 
dressed weights would have been easier 
to sell.

Feed and Water Equipment
Turkeys can eat just fine out of a chick-

en feeder, but regular chicken water nip-
ples are a no-no. Turkeys require a much 
higher flow rate for nipple valves to work 
for them since they’re such a big bird. 
Turkeys drink a lot of water, much more 
than you would expect. Manually filling 
water dispensers will become the bane 
of your existence, so I highly suggest an 
automatic water system.

Automatic bell waterers are a simple 
solution to the issue, but there are high-
flow turkey nipple valves on the market. 
If you decide to try using turkey nipples, 
be prepared to buy a commercial style 
watering system. It’s a good investment 
if you want to be serious about raising 
meat turkeys, but the cost may scare off 
some people.

Picking Birds
There are a few interesting breeds out 

there available to you, such as the Royal 
Palm turkey and the Midget White. If 

you’re raising turkeys with chickens for 
fun, then by all means, try some cool 
heritage breeds!

If you’re looking for the best bang for 
your buck, you can’t go wrong with either 
a Bronze or White Broad Breasted turkey. 
These giant birds are king (and queen) 
of feed conversion, which is how much 
feed they eat, versus how much meat 
they produce. These birds grow fast, are 
available at most commercial hatcheries, 
and are usually inexpensive compared 
to rarer breeds because of sales volume.

Cutting to the Chase
Rearing turkeys can be a chore, or 

at least it was for me. Raising turkey 
poults from day-old to full-grown was a 
challenge for me in the beginning. I had 
miserable mortality rates, which likely 
had more to do with my inexperience and 
lack of space than anything else.

My solution to the dilemma was sim-
ple; buy them older! If you find turkeys 
to be challenging to raise from a poult, or 
if you’d rather not brood them yourself, 
look for a local grower. I found a local 
farm that raised turkey poults to 4 weeks 
old, then sold them to people like me.

Buying started poults saved me a step 
and I had zero mortality when buying 

started turkeys. Did I mention that it was 
cost-effective too? I was surprised at how 
affordable it was to buy them this way.

Processing
Don’t forget that you need to process 

your birds! Don’t fall into the trap I see 
so many new bird farmers find themselves 
in; find and verify that there’s a local pro-
cessor (slaughterhouse) that will process 
your birds for you, and that they'll do it 
when you want them done. Be sure to 
find out if they are a USDA inspected 
processor.

Bottom Dollar
I wouldn’t trade the experience of 

raising meat turkeys for anything. The 
whole experience as a kid taught me so 
much about growing food on the farm, 
marketing, business finances, and good 
old farming. Is it something I’d try again 
for the sake of turning a dollar? No, not 
personally. I’ve had my fill of raising 
meat turkeys for profit. For personal 
consumption? Someday I’ll do it again.

Words of Wisdom
If I didn't scare you off, then good for 

you! My biggest suggestions are to buy 
commercial birds, preferably started 
poults. Be sure you have lots of barn 
space before you even think of raising 
meat turkeys. Be sure to research the 
equipment, both for raising and process-
ing if that’s what you want to do. Find 
a processor before you even order your 
birds or volunteer to help a local farmer 
process their turkeys before you try it on 
your own. Find your local feed mill too, 
and research what feed will work best 
for you. 
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M y wife and I inherited a chicken coop when we 
bought our homestead, and have had chickens now 
for a few years. But as any chicken-keeper knows, 

what you need when you have chickens is more of them! So I 
decided to build a second coop to accommodate more chickens 
and incorporate some useful features I’ve seen in Backyard 
Poultry magazine and elsewhere. I started sketching designs 
on my iPad Pro using an Apple Pencil, drawing in the excellent 
Linea Sketch app. My designs quickly grew from something 
small to a large 12' x 8' coop that includes a storage area, feeder 
and water tubes, roll-out nesting boxes, a poop tray under the 
roosts, an automatic pop door, and, of course, a chandelier.

This was my first building project of any significance, so I 
studied construction techniques, purchased more power tools 
and dove in. The plywood floor sits on treated 2 x 6 joists, 
resting on concrete pier footings. The walls are framed with 2 
x 4's, sheathed in OSB sheeting, wrapped in Tyvek moisture 
wrap, and clad in HardiPlank siding. The roof is made of 2 x 
6 joists, sheathed in OSB, with tar paper underlayment, and 
roofing shingles, with a peak vent, plus enclosed eaves with 

more ventilation. The trim is 1 x 4 and 1 x 6. I also made 
custom doors and windows, using trim boards, plywood, and 
clear Lexan for the windows, plus various hardware. I built the 
entire thing myself over several months, and my wife painted 
it in bright Caribbean-inspired colors.

The coop includes feeder and water tubes that are supplied 
by inverted three-gallon jugs in the storage area. There is also 
a dispenser for oyster shell and grit. A set of roll-out nesting 
boxes are enclosed with neat curtains inside the coop. Extra 
roosting bars can be accessed from outside the coop via double 
doors, to make it easy to collect the eggs. Chickens poop a lot 
at night, so there is a large tray under the main roosting bars, 
enclosed inside a wire frame. The tray can be pulled out via a 
hatch in the wall for easy cleaning. A pop door lets the chickens 
out into the run, with an automatic light-sensitive opener from 
ChickenGuardian to open the door in the morning and close 
it at night. As another fun touch, a brightly colored chandelier 
provides daytime illumination; this is also on a timer, to let the 
chickens keep to their natural rhythms.

Outside, the chickens have a large fenced run, that includes 
roof netting to keep out predators. It features more roosting 
bars, swings, and logs for perching. There are painted tires for 
dust baths and there is a large grazing box that provides grass 
to nibble on (without letting them mow it to the ground), and a 
xylophone to peck. There are also planter boxes under the end 
windows, which contain herbs that naturally keep away flies.

Coopacabana

COOP
INSPIRATION

By David Sinclair
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PLANS

Sketch of the wall between the coop and storage area.

Sketch of the west wall, with a large openable window. Sketch of the east wall, which also has a poop tray hatch.

Sketch of the roll-out nesting boxes.

Sketch of the floor plan, when designing the coop. Sketch of the back wall, that includes large vents that can be opened 
in hot weather.
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BUILDING THE COOPACABANA

TOP: Starting construction, with the floor and first 
wall. MIDDLE: The roof joists are added. BOTTOM: 
Wrapped the wall sheathing in Tyvek for waterproofing.
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TOP LEFT: Roofing underlayment. MIDDLE LEFT: 
Roofing shingles, with a makeshift safety platform. 
TOP RIGHT: Custom-made doors and windows. 
BOTTOM: The painting completed, along with a 
weathervane.
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TOP: Every elegant chicken coop needs a colorful 
chandelier! MIDDLE LEFT: Water and food jugs in 
the storage area. MIDDLE RIGHT: Water drinker 
cups and feeder tube.

BOTTOM LEFT: Roll-out nesting boxes with 
curtains and a roost above (with its own poop 
tray). BOTTOM RIGHT: The automatic pop door 
opener and a close-up on the vents.
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TOP: A high view of the fully enclosed chicken run. 
MIDDLE: A xylophone to peck at for fun entertainment. 
BOTTOM: The front of the completed coop.
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101
G uinea fowl are crazy. I always describe them as the wild 

toddlers of the flock. That being said, we would never 
be without guineas on our farm. They’re my favorite! 

Keeping free-range guinea fowl takes time and patience, but 
is worth the effort.

We added our guineas early in our homesteading ventures. 
To be honest, I had no idea what they were when I ordered 
them. I was at the local feed mill placing a chick order for the 
first time ever and came across guinea fowl on the list. I didn’t 
know what they were, but from the description, they sounded 
like something we needed on our farm. So I ordered 21 of them 
— what can I say, I was a crazy chicken lady from the start! I 
went home, told my husband what I did, and then we looked 
them up to learn what keeping free-ranging guinea fowl was 
all about. It was a steep learning curve, but well worth the wild 
roller coaster ride.

We keep guinea fowl to control insect pests because they are 
fantastic foragers. They’re the first ones out in the morning and 
the last ones back at night. They’re the hardest workers on the 
farm and cover a ton of area every day eating ticks and other 
insects. Guinea fowl are often referred to as the watchdogs of 
the flock. If anything, or anyone, is out of place they will alarm 
the whole farm (and all the neighbors). Guineas are also known 
to keep away small snakes and are excellent mousers.

Keeping guinea fowl has its benefits, but there needs to be 

some planning when adding guineas to your farm or homestead. 
It is not recommended to do what I did and order them on a 
whim. If you do not have any prior experience with them, I 
suggest finding an online video to learn how to raise guineas 
and know what's in store for you and the neighborhood. They 
are loud and make noise often, but that is part of their benefit 
and charm.

Here are some tips for raising guinea fowl. If planning to 
keep free-ranging guinea fowl it is strongly recommended to 
start with baby guineas, known as keets. Adults can be difficult 
to keep around, they do not like to be moved, and need to learn 
their home before they should be allowed to free range. Starting 
with keets allows for easier training and they are similar to 
raising chicks. Keets differ because they grow faster, need to be 
fed a game bird starter to meet their higher protein needs, and 
will have their first set of feathers by one month of age. Once 
the keets have their feathers, they are ready to be transitioned 
from the brooder to the coop.

Guinea Fowl Coop
Some people keep guineas and chickens together while others 

have separate coops for them. We have always kept our guinea 
fowl with the chickens. That being said, our coop is designed 
with guinea fowl in mind. They like to roost higher than chick-
ens. We always make sure to provide the highest roosts possible 

101TRAINING FREE-RANGE GUINEA FOWL

By Mel Dickinson
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to encourage them to return at night. We 
also keep more chickens than guineas in 
our flock to prevent issues between them. 
The one time we had an equal number of 
guineas and chickens we had problems 
between the roosters and male guineas. 
When this occurred, we culled the male 
guineas, left the guinea hens, and no 
longer had any issues in the flock. The 
adult guineas share food and water with 
the chickens without any issues.

Training Guineas
Keeping guinea fowl safe involves a 

lockdown period. Once keets are moved 
into the coop, plan to keep them there 
for at least two to four weeks before 
letting them free range. During their 
lockdown weeks, take time to train them 
to the sound of treats. Just like chickens, 
guineas learn the sound of a bucket full 
of scratch or a bag full of mealworms. To 
do this, make sure to shake the bucket or 
bag of your treat of choice before and as 
you feed them. They will become familiar 
with the sound and will come running 
whenever they know they’re about to get 

some tasty goodness! Not only will this 
help lure stubborn guineas back into the 
coop once they’re allowed to free range, 
but it will also help occupy some of their 
time during this lockdown period.

After two to four weeks of coop con-
finement, it is time to start the process of 
free-ranging the guineas. The trick is to 
let them out one at a time. Even if they 
have been trained up to this point, letting 
them all out at once does not guarantee 
they’ll come back at night. Guineas like 
to stick together. However, if you let one 
young guinea out at a time, they’ll be 
more likely to come back to the coop to 
roost with the others at night.

This part gets tricky. There needs to be 
a way for the lockdown guineas to stay 
in, while the group being trained has the 
ability to go in and out of the coop as they 
please. We have done this two different 
ways. We have kept lockdown guineas in 
large wired dog cages during this training 
period. We have also made a completely 
enclosed temporary run inside the coop 
for the lockdown guineas. While both 
ways worked for us, time and space issues 
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determined which method we used.
Be prepared for a lot of noise and con-

fusion during this training period. Use 
your best judgment when deciding when 
and how many guineas to let out at a time. 
For example, the first few days we will 
let out one young guinea each day. If they 
are coming back at night without issue 
for a few days, we may decide to let two 
to three out at a time. On the other hand, 
if we are having issues with the newly 
released guineas, then we won’t let any 
more out until we feel they have been 
properly trained to return to the coop at 

night. Each group we’ve trained has been 
a little different, so we make adjustments 
as necessary.

When keeping free-ranging guinea 
fowl, be mindful that you may success-
fully train them to come back to roost in 
the coop, but they know no boundaries 
when they are out foraging. Guineas fly, 
hop fences, and roam. Some breeders 
offer a pinioning service before shipping 
out keets. This is removing a pinion from 
the keet’s wing to prevent it from ever 
being able to fly. This is a permanent, 
controversial practice, but some guinea 

owners swear by this method. Clipping 
wing feathers is another way people try 
to prevent guineas from being able to fly 
over fences and wander. Guineas are fast 
and difficult to catch, so if you choose 
this method, be prepared for an eventful 
time. We have not used either of these 
practices with guinea fowl. Instead we 
accept the fact they fly over fences and 
go wherever they please during the day. 
This is a personal decision that each 
guinea owner must make for themselves 
and their situation.

A final consideration when training 
guineas is attempting to get them to lay 
in the coop. Guinea hens are prolific, sea-
sonal layers and lay delicious little eggs 
which hens often lay outside of the coop. 
You can try to train them to lay in the coop 
by keeping your guineas contained until 
after they lay their eggs every day. Do this 
for a week and hopefully, the hens will 
continue to lay in the coop and maybe 
even the nesting boxes if you’re lucky! 
Our guineas go on long streaks where 
they’ll lay in the coop and then one day 
just stop and go lay outside again. While 
we love guinea eggs, we keep them main-
ly for tick and pest control, so we don’t 
push the egg training here.

Guineas are always an adventure. 
They’re the nosiest, craziest, hardest 
working bunch on the farm. I absolutely 
love them! They’re not for everyone and 
they take extra time, effort, and consid-
erations. For us, the benefit of having 
them out-weighs all the chaos they cause 
around here. So if you’re up for some 
farm fun and have your patience cap on, 
go ahead and give keeping free-range 
guinea fowl a try! 

MEL DICKINSON is a full-time farmer 
and registered dietitian. Mel and 
her husband Ben own and operate 
Unconventional Acres, a small pasture-
based farm in Southwestern Wisconsin 
focusing on beef, pork, and eggs. Learn 
more about Mel and Unconventional 
Acres at:

unconventionalacres.com 
instagram.com/unconventional_acres
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unconventionalacres.com 
instagram.com/unconventional_acres
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By Amy Fewell

ASTRAGALUS

ECHINACEA

Herbs & Supplements
FOR A TIP TOP IMMUNE SYSTEM
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C hickens are one of the easi-
est farm animals to raise, but 
sometimes they can be the most 

daunting to keep healthy. You can use 
herbs to help combat ailments and pre-
vent illnesses, and in fact, it’s one of the 
best ways to keep your flock healthy and 
happy.

Offering chickens herbs isn’t a new 
method or theory. Our ancestors allowed 
chickens to free range, and when nature 
is left to its own devices it will typically 
self-medicate with wild edibles and 
herbs. Today, with the rise of urban and 
backyard poultry, many of us don’t have 
the luxury of free-ranging in wide open 
spaces. Those of us who do, like myself, 
may still decide to offer additional herbs 
to their flock's feed or water.

Homegrown or organically purchased 
dried herbs are essential to the chicken’s 
immune system. In fact, many home-
steaders will keep a healing herb list on 
hand in case of emergencies. As we learn 
and grow as natural chicken keepers, our 
lists will grow with us. Chickens will 
naturally forage for things like plantain, 
dandelion, and chickweed. These wild 
herbs have many benefits.

But what happens when you have 
common ailments that arise, like internal 
parasites, respiratory issues, or even the 
forbidden Avian Flu? Using herbs to 
prevent these ailments is key, and there 
are several healing herbs that you can add 
to your herbal livestock apothecary to 
easily feed to your chickens on a regular 
basis. These herbs will help prevent many 
common issues in chickens. Let’s walk 
through them!

The Immune Boosting Herb List
Astragalus (Astragalus membrana-
ceus)

Most commonly known for its immune 
stimulating properties, astragalus is one 
of the most beneficial herbs you can offer 
to your chickens on a regular basis as a 
preventative herb. In fact, a study done 
in 2013, states that astragalus helped 
prevent avian influenza and shortened 
the duration of the flu as well.

While the study primarily focused on 
the injection of astragalus, as an herbalist, 
I know that astragalus as a dietary sup-
plement stimulates the immune system 
greatly, thus very likely preventing the 
inhabitation of the influenza virus and 
preventing most chicken ailments. As-
tragalus is also anti-inflammatory, helps 

chickens adapt to stress, and is antibac-
terial and antiviral.

Give to your chickens a couple of times 
each week to boost their immune systems, 
either dried or in a decoction in their 
waterer. I prefer to offer it in a decoction 
(like making a tea), and my chickens 
prefer it that way as well.

Thyme (Thymus vulgaris)
Thyme is a natural antiparasitic, an-

tibacterial, aids the respiratory system, 

relieves infection, and is packed full of 
omega-3s that support brain and heart 
health. Thyme is also rich in vitamins A, 
C, and B6, as well as fiber, iron, ribofla-
vin, manganese, and calcium. Thyme will 
help keep internal parasites at bay as a 
natural antiparasitic and will help support 
the immune system while helping keep 
that digestive tract in check.

Offer daily in their feed, dried or 
fresh, or freely on pasture or around the 
chicken run.
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ECHINACEA &
LAVENDER

BASKET

Oregano (Origanum vulgare)
Oregano is growing in popularity, not 

just with the backyard chicken keeper, but 
with commercial chicken keepers as well. 
Large commercial meat and egg produc-
ers have switched to offering oregano and 
thyme in their chicken feed on a regular 
basis instead of chemicals and antibiotics.

Oregano is a natural antibiotic, is an-
tibacterial, detoxifies the body, aids in 
respiratory health, and helps the repro-
ductive system. Offering oregano to your 
chickens on a regular basis will help fight 
infections, get rid of toxins, and support 
the respiratory system against respiratory 
ailments.

Mix in with your chicken feed daily, 
fresh or dried.

Garlic (Allium sativum)
Garlic stimulates the digestive tract, 

regulates liver function, boosts the im-
mune system, and fights and treats in-
fections since it is a natural antibacterial. 
It’s also thought to help deworm chickens 
and other livestock. Garlic is best used as 
a preventative against bacterial digestive 
issues.

There is some controversy around 
garlic and chickens, as garlic is a natural 
blood thinner. Studies have been done 
with high doses of garlic causing issues 
with chickens, however, adding a cou-
ple of cloves of garlic to your chickens 
once or twice a week will not harm your 
chickens at all.

Offer weekly in waterer to help boost 
the immune system and support the di-
gestive tract.

Echinacea (Echinacea purpurea or 
Echinacea angustifolia)

One of the most common herbs to 
the new herbalist, echinacea is another 
immune-boosting herb for your chick-
ens — the root, leaves, and flower heads. 
I tend to just toss them the leaves and 
flower heads and allow them free choice 
echinacea.

Echinacea is great for the respiratory 
system and can help treat fungal over-
growth. It is also a natural antibiotic and 
is naturally antibacterial.

Offer freely as you wish in season, or 
dry and offer throughout the year in daily 
feed rations.

OREGANO
ESSENTIAL OIL
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Dietary Supplements for Chickens
While herbs for chickens are an in-

credible way to boost immunity, there 
are other dietary supplements that can 
help keep your chickens healthy. While 
your supplements are busy keeping the 
body healthy, they give the immune 
system time to heal and do what it does 
best — protect!

Here are five of the top supplements 
you can offer on a regular basis:

Raw apple  cider vinegar is full of 
healthy bacteria and helps keep the body 
alkaline. While there aren’t too many 
benefits other than the good bacteria for 
chickens, it’s still a benefit, nonetheless. 
It helps keep your chickens' crop healthy 
and active and helps aid in digestion. Add 
one tablespoon per gallon of water every 
few days.

Cultured dried yeast (or brewer’s 
yeast) is a necessity for your flock. 
Not only is it packed full of protein and 
calcium, which both benefit  the egg 
creating process, it is also one of the 
greatest sources of beneficial bacteria in 

your chickens' crop and digestive tract. A 
healthy digestive tract helps support the 
immune system. Cultured dried yeast is 
packed full of vitamins and minerals that 
your chickens need as well. Add three 
to seven times a week in your chickens' 
daily feed ration.

Sea kelp continues to increase in pop-
ularity with farmers and homesteaders 
across the world. While it has widely 
been used for larger livestock, sea kelp is 
making its way into the wonderful world 
of chickens. Offering free choice sea kelp 
can help boost your chickens' immune 
system, enhance immune function, in-
crease meat quantity in meat birds, and 
provides an incredible source of neces-
sary vitamins and minerals. Offer freely 
to your flock.

Food grade diatomaceous  earth 
is a natural resource to help prevent the 
infestation of parasites in the chickens' 
intestines. Offering this to your chickens 
in their feed regularly is suggested. Add 
a couple of times each week in your 
chickens' feed ration.

TOP 5 SUPPLEMENTS
TO OFFER REGULARLY: 

1) RAW APPLE CIDER 
VINEGAR

2) CULTURED DRIED 
YEAST (OR BREWER'S 
YEAST)

3) SEA KELP

4) FOOD GRADE 
DIATOMACEOUS 
EARTH

5) FISH MEAL
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Fish meal is an incredible way to get 
more protein into your birds’ diet, though 
it shouldn’t exceed five percent of their 
diet, otherwise your eggs could taste a 
little fishy. Fish meal promotes regular 
laying and healthy skin and feathers. Fish 
meal is high in essential amino acids, 
vitamins A, D, and B-complex, and is an 
incredible source of minerals that your 
chickens benefit from.

Combine some of all of these supple-
ments and herbs for chickens, and you’ll 
have the healthiest flock imaginable. 
That’s not to say issues might not arise 
now and then — chickens are fragile, 
after all. But adding these supplements 
and herbs to your daily or weekly routine 
in your chickens' feed or water will truly 
help boost those immune systems, keep 
bacteria in check, and offer your chickens 
a natural way to self-medicate, no matter 
where they are!

You can mix and mingle the herbs 
throughout the week, or create your own 
mix for their feed or waterer. Make a 
simple decoction for the root herbs (like 
astragalus or echinacea) by boiling them 
in water for 10 minutes and then placing 
the liquid in your chickens' waterer. Or 
make an infusion by boiling water and 
pouring it over more fragile herbs, like 
thyme and other leafy herbs.

It’s time to get that flock in tip-top 
shape! Have fun with it, experiment with 
free choice herbs and supplements, and 
watch your flock become fluffier, shinier, 
and healthier right before your eyes. Trust 
me, your chickens will thank you! 

AMY FEWELL is the head chicken 
wrangler and homesteader of The Fewell 
Homestead. Along with her family, 
she resides in the foothills of the Blue 
Ridge mountains in Virginia. She is the 
Founder of the Homesteaders of America 
conference and organization, and the 
author of the books, The Homesteader’s 
Herbal Companion and The 
Homesteader’s Natural Chicken Keeping 
Handbook (to be released Spring 2019).

thefewellhomestead.com
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Spotlight

By Angi Schneider

Safely Raise Honey Bees 
with Pets and Livestock

W hen we decided to start raising honey bees, one of 
the things we needed to consider was the safety 
of the other animals on our property. If we had a 

large property where we would be able to put our hives away 
from our other animals it would be easy, but we don’t have 
a large property. So, we had to figure out a way to keep our 
pets, chickens, and bees 
safe while they all shared 
the same area.

Raising Honey Bees 
with Dogs and Cats

For most of us, our pets 
are part of the family and 
we consider their safety just 
as we would our own. The good news about keeping bees is 
that with rare exception, it is perfectly safe to keep bees in an 
area where dogs and cats roam.

The one exception would be if you know your dog or cat is 
allergic to bee stings. Just like people, some dogs and cats can 
have a severe allergic reaction, to bee stings, and that reaction 
can be fatal. If your pet has already been stung by a bee and 
had a severe reaction, then it would be unwise to put a hive 
with thousands of bees in the pet’s area. Fortunately, fatal bee 

allergies are extremely rare 
in dogs and cats.

Most likely, if your dog 
or cat wanders near the 
hives and happens to get 
stung, he’ll run off, lick his 
wounds, and learn to stay 

away from the hives. Our 
dog used to like to snap at 

and try to catch bees as they were buzzing around him. It took 
a couple of stings before he stopped. Now, even with coaxing, 
he won't go into the bee yard and won't snap at bees.

Countryside & Small 
Stock Journal helps peo-
ple live more sustainable, 

self-reliant lives, with 
feature stories on tending 
the garden, managing the 

homestead and raising 
healthy livestock.
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If you have a dog, he needs to be able 
to run if the bees get agitated and decide 
to take it out on him. Bees don’t just 
randomly get agitated, something makes 
them mad. Maybe someone is mowing 
and blowing grass into their front door, 
or maybe a raccoon is trying to break 
in, or a strong wind topples the hives. If 
something happens to agitate your bees, 
you don’t want your dog to be the victim.

If you keep your dog chained or in an 
outdoor kennel, you’ll need to rethink that 
decision if you want to keep bees nearby. 
If the bees swarm him, there’s no way 
he’ll be able to get away if he’s confined 
on a chain or in a kennel.

Raising Honey Bees with Chickens
We’ve been keeping bees and chickens 

together for seven years and they seem 
to get along just fine. Originally, we had 
a wire fence dividing the bee yard from 
the chicken yard but we eventually took 
it down. I was worried that the chickens 
would snap at the bees as they were going 
in and out of their hives. But chickens 
seem to be smarter than that.

Our hens really like to scratch around 

the hives and eat the “trash” the work-
er bees remove from their hives. This 
helps keep pests, such as roaches, out of 
the hive. It’s also handy to have chickens 
hanging around when you have to clean 
wax moth worms out of an infested hive.

Bees can only sting chickens in the 
eyes and on the wattle, which of course, 
would be extremely painful. However, 
bees seem to tolerate chickens even when 
the chickens are scratching all around 
the hive.

The confinement issue is relevant to 
chickens, just like it is to dogs. If you keep 
your chickens in a coop instead of letting 
them free range, you need to have some 
distance between the coop and the hives. 
And you’ll want to make sure the hives 
are facing away from the coop.

Chickens do love the wax comb so 
don't leave frames unattended when 
you're removing frames from the hives. 
You'll come back to hen-pecked honey-
comb if there's any honeycomb left at all! 
Beeswax is digestible so I don't worry 
if the chickens eat a bit of wax, but I 
wouldn't want them feasting on it.

Raising Honey Bees with Other 
Livestock

If you keep larger livestock, raising 
honey bees shouldn’t be a problem for 
them either. The cautions that apply to 
pets and chickens also apply to other 
livestock. The biggest concern is to make 
sure the animal can get away if a hive gets 
agitated and decides to attack.

I’ve read of cows rubbing up against 
hives with no ill effects, but a cow can 
easily knock a hive over without meaning 
to cause a problem. It’s probably best to 
keep the hives away from large livestock 
or put a fence around the beehives.

If you live on a small property and 
want to raise honey bees along with other 
livestock, you might consider putting the 
hives on the roof like some urban keepers 
do. This will ensure that livestock can't 
get to the hives and give the bees the room 
they need for coming and going.

Protecting the Honey Bees
Probably the biggest danger for bees 

that are raised with pets and livestock is 
the water sources. Every animal needs 
water and the larger the animal the larger 
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the water source. However, bees can eas-
ily drown in these water sources, so it’s 
important to keep safe water sources for 
the bees. You can easily make safe water 
sources by adding rocks to bird baths and 
twigs to water bowls.

About Africanized Bees
If you live in an area that has African-

ized bees, you’ll want to be extra diligent 
in hive management. Having Africanized 
genetics in your bees doesn’t mean they 
will go bonkers and kill your pets and 
livestock. However, it does mean that they 
can be easily agitated and will strongly 
defend their hive. Give them extra space 
and keep animals away from their hives. 

DUAL ROTATING TINES on our NEW top end walk-behind 
model let you choose forward rotation for cultivating or 
counter-rotation for deep soil tilling or sod busting.
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ANGI SCHNEIDER lives with her family 
along the Texas Gulf Coast on 1.5 
acres where they keep chickens and 
bees along with a growing garden and 
orchard. Angi shares their simple living 
journey at:

schneiderpeeps.com       
facebook.com/schneiderpeeps
instagram.com/schneiderpeeps
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schneiderpeeps.com       
facebook.com/schneiderpeeps
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By Angela Ferraro-Fanning

G eese breeds have been employed 
on the farm for centuries. They 
are kept for a myriad of reasons; 

lawn maintenance and weed control, 
meat and spring egg production, their 
down feathers, as livestock guardians, 
and for exhibition. Offering many ser-
vices with minimal care, it's not surpris-

WHICH BREED OF GOOSE 
IS RIGHT FOR MY GOALS?

GEESE BREEDS

ing homesteads and farms are looking to 
incorporate these versatile animals into 
their portfolios. But how do you know 
which goose is right for you? Identifying 
the intended purpose or reasons to raise 
geese will help to determine which char-
acteristics your new goose should possess 
and which goose will be the best fit.
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The Embden goose is an excellent meat producer as it quickly grows large in size.

GEESE BREEDS 
FOR 

MEAT & EGG 
PRODUCTION

Embden
Embden geese are the iconic white 

farmhouse goose recognizable by their 
white feathers, bright orange feet and 
bills, and distinct blue eyes. They are the 
most common meat goose as they grow 
large quickly, commonly weighing 25 to 
30 pounds. They are moderately good 
egg layers (all geese lay seasonally from 
March through May), providing the larg-
est white eggs of any goose breed. The 
disposition of the Embden goose is 
somewhat aggressive; especially males 
during breeding season.

Visit: CountrysideNetwork.com/shop/chicken-health-handbook-the
Call: 970-392-4419

A must-have reference for the small flock owner. Gail Damerow, leading 
authority on all things chicken, provides a complete reference to answer 
the questions and resolve the problems of any chicken raiser from begin-
ner to professional. This fully updated and expanded edition of a long-
time classic offers expert guidance on nutrition, reproductive issues, and 
a full range of health problems, along with the latest information on:

• Practicing preventive healthcare
• Using natural approaches to enhance the immune system
• Treating and avoiding news-making diseases such as avian flu
• Raising healthy chickens in an urban environment

Enhanced with full-color photographs and eye-opening illustrations, this is 
the essential guide to keeping your chickens healthy and productive.

A Complete Guide to Maximizing Flock Health and Dealing with Disease
Completely Revised & Updated 2nd Edition

The Chicken Health Handbook

Only $24.95 plus S&H

By Gail Damerow
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GQF MANUFACTURING CO.
PO BOX 1552   

SAVANNAH, GA   31402  USA 

visit GQFmfg.com

Incubators, Brooders, Cages & Supplies

Quality, Utility, and Performance at a Reasonable Price

African
Easily identifiable by the knob at the 

top of its bill, the African goose actually 
originated in China. This breed is not 
as large as the Embden as they weigh 
on average between 12 and 15 pounds. 
While they certainly can be used for 
meat, their strength is egg production. 
Africans lay an average of 35 to 45 eggs 
per year. They make good mothers and 
are likely to hatch a gaggle of goslings. 
This particular goose is extremely vocal 
so city noise ordinances and neighbors 
within close proximity should be taken 
into consideration.

Chinese
Similar in appearance to the African, 

the Chinese goose is distinguished by its 
extremely large knob at the front base 
of its bill. They are small geese ranging 
in weight from nine to 10 pounds. In 
addition to laying 30 to 45 eggs per year, 
Chinese geese are good weeders and 
grazers. They are very vocal and some-
what aggressive, making them strong 
guardians for livestock and property. 
These birds are a good fit for a country 
farm setting.

Buff
The Buff goose was developed as a 

commercial meat bird. It is said their 
unusual feather coloring allows for easier 
plucking as their feathers aren't as deeply 
rooted. Weighing between 14 and 16 
pounds, the female buff goose will lay 25 
to 35 eggs per season. Buff geese tend to 
be good foragers and weeders.

GEESE BREEDS 
FOR LAWN & 

WEED CONTROL

Geese are natural foragers. Almost 90 
percent of their diet is based on grazing 
and free-ranging. Their serrated beaks 
and tongues tear the tips of tender grass 
blades and they love nothing more than 
to graze on pasture. While geese will 
automatically contribute to weed control, 
some are better lawn care providers than 
others. In addition to the Buff and Brown 
and White Chinese goose, other constant 

The Buff goose is a common choice for its meat, moderate egg production, and weeding ability.
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The Toulouse goose has a strong appetite making them excellent grazers on pasture and in 
open spaces.

foragers include the Pilgrim and the 
Toulouse breeds. Their healthy appetites 
and consistent desire to graze make them 
excellent weeders.

Pilgrim
Pilgrim geese are one of only two geese 

breeds whose sex is distinguishable by 
their feather coloring. Ganders (males) 
are mainly white with blue eyes as adults 
while females are gray with brown eyes 
and subtle white feathering on their faces. 
Reaching 13 to 14 pounds at maturity and 
laying 35 to 45 eggs per year, the Pilgrim 
goose can also serve as an all-around farm 
solution offering lawn care, meat, and egg 
production.

Toulouse
Larger in size, the Toulouse goose 

weighs 18 to 20 pounds by adulthood 
(not to be confused with the Large Dew-
lap Toulouse goose which can reach 
over 30 pounds in weight). They are a 
good utility bird choice for their strong 
grazing abilities and appetites, and also 
offer around 25 eggs per year. Because 
of their large size and voracious hunger, 
Toulouse are best suited for the farmer 
that prefers raising geese on pasture, in 
fields, or in orchards.

GUARDIAN 
GEESE BREEDS

Instinctively, a goose is more territorial 
than a duck or a chicken. However, some 
breeds possess more aggressive person-
ality traits than others, protecting their 
territory and flockmates fiercely. The 
African, White or Brown Chinese, and 
Embden are all good choices for guardian 
geese. Another well-suited for the job 
is the Roman Tufted. Any of these will 
loudly sound their calls at the approach 
of a predator or stranger.

Geese are all large enough to defend 
their flocks and themselves against 
rats, weasels, hawks, skunks, and even 
raccoons. They'll raise their alarms at 
the sight of fox or coyote to alert the 
farmer of an intruder. These displays of 
protection are desirable when looking to 
keep livestock and flock members safe, 
but keep in mind these same demonstra-

These two Embden geese, and one Buff goose, exit first from the coop, examining the snow 
before leading the flock out to forage.

tions will also be applied to children and 
house pets. Caution, respect, and proper 
handling should all be employed when 
it comes to these more assertive breeds.

Roman Tufted
The Roman Tufted goose originated 

in Italy and is identifiable by its white 

feathering and tuft or crest at the top of its 
head. These birds reach 10 to 12 pounds 
in adulthood. They are a smaller meat bird 
choice and a moderate egg layer, laying 
roughly 25 to 30 eggs per season. While 
relatively calm, they are alert, making 
them excellent watchdogs for the farm.
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Call 970-392-4419 or visit  
CountrysideNetwork.com/shop to get your copy!

The Backyard Beekeeper
An Absolute Beginner’s Guide to  
Keeping Bees in Your Yard and Garden

More than a guide to beekeeping, The Backyard Bee-
keeper is a handbook for harvesting the products of a keeper is a handbook for harvesting the products of a keeper
beehive and a honey cookbook — all in one lively, beauti-
fully illustrated reference. This complete honey bee resource 
contains general information on bees; a how-to guide to the 
art of beekeeping and how to set up, care for, and harvest 
honey from your own colonies; as well as tons of bee-related 
facts and projects. You’ll learn the best location to place your 
new bee colonies for their safety and yours, and you’ll study 
the best organic and nontoxic ways to care for your bees, 
from providing fresh water and protection from the elements 
to keeping them healthy, happy, and productive. Recipes of 
delicious treats, and instructions on how to use honey and 
beeswax to make candles and beauty treatments are also 
included. ONLY $24.99

FAMILY-FRIENDLY 
GEESE BREEDS

My husband and I have an intimate 
six-acre homestead with small children. 
It's essential that my geese don't pose a 
threat to my little ones (or our other farm 
animals for that matter). We have selected 
the Sebastopol and the Large Dewlap 
Toulouse as our geese companions for 
their docile disposition and gentle nature. 
Each breed provides us with a modest 
amount of eggs and they casually forage 
our grassy areas.

Sebastopol
The Sebastopol goose is most often 

white in feathering with a mess of dis-
arrayed plumage over the majority of its 
body. These calm and quiet birds reach 
approximately 12 to 14 pounds in weight 

and lay 25 to 35 eggs annually. They do 
require ample water as they enjoy bathing 
and arranging their curly long feathers. 
This is a hardy breed which can tolerate 
cooler climates so long as a shelter is pro-
vided from extreme wind, wet, and cold.

Large Dewlap Toulouse
This is a massive goose bred for its 

ability to gain weight quickly. Commonly 
used for fois gras or as a large roasting 
bird, the Dewlap Toulouse can weigh 
more than 30 pounds and they proudly 
sport loose and excess plumage. Their 
broad heads are accompanied by a large 
dewlap, or flap of skin, which hangs from 
their lower bill and upper neck region. 
They have an extremely gentle dispo-
sition and are a great choice for farms 
with children. They do not wander far 
from their food and water source and do 
require additional calcium to aid in the 
development of their large structures. 
The female will lay 20 eggs or more on 
average each spring.

While not aggressive, both the Sebas-

topol and the Large Dewlap Toulouse do 
actively announce unexpected visitors 
to the farm or flock. Other docile family 
geese breeds generally include the Pil-
grim, Buff, and Buff Toulouse. Note that 
with any goose variety, males tend to be 
more assertive than females especially 
in the spring.

Geese are versatile in their capabilities 
and they can be wonderful contributors. 
With so many characteristics to choose 
from, the right goose is sure to be a bene-
ficial addition to any farm or homestead. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

ANGELA FERRARO-FANNING and her 
family are first generation farmers on a 
historic New Jersey homestead established 
in 1775. Their homestead currently consists 
of vegetables, orchard fruit, sugar maples, 
dogs, barn cats, geese, ducks, Clydesdales 

and honeybees.
axeandroothomestead.com 

and honeybees.
axeandroothomestead.com 
instagram.com/axeandroothomestead
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By Doug Ottinger

END-OF-DAY
HATCHERY SPECIALS

BUYING & SAVING
WITH FRIENDS

B uying leftover, bargain-chick assortments from 

your favorite chicken hatchery is one of the most 

fun-filled adventures that any poultry keeper or 

group of poultry-loving friends can have!
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To make sure there are enough chicks 
to fill all the orders they receive, most 
poultry hatcheries must set more eggs in 
the incubators than they generally have 
on order. Some people want only a few 
of this breed or a few of that one. Some 
want 100 or more egg-laying pullets of 
a specific breed or sex-link cross. Some 
customers want only certain strains of 
meat birds. Occasionally there may be 
minimal orders for certain rarer breeds 
and there might be extras of these avail-
able.

As you might guess, it can sometimes 
be challenging for mail-order, retail 
hatcheries to accurately project just how 
many eggs of which breed they need to set 
each week. With thousands of hatchery 
chicks being hatched every week, there 
are always extra chicks that hatcheries 
need to sell.

Faced with this issue, just what do 
hatcheries do with all these leftover 
chicks? Welcome to the bargain assort-
ment pages of your favorite chicken 
hatchery catalog or website! Most hatch-

eries offer various bargain assortments 
of their leftover chicks at the end of the 
hatch day and the packing of all the spe-
cific orders.

Depending on the chicken hatchery, 
there are different types of bargain spe-
cials available, with variances in pricing. 
Most of these specials offer some amaz-
ing deals on all sorts of hatchery chicks, 
including many different breeds.

There are pullet specials — lightweight 
pullets, heavy pullets, and mixed pullets. 
There are pullet and cockerel mixes for 

AN EARLY EDUCATIONAL 
EXPERIENCE THAT WILL 

LAST A LIFETIME!
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Split wood 
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...than any 
Hydraulic 
Log Splitter!

SO SIMPLE it’s practically maintenance free. There are no 
hydraulic pumps, valves, pistons, hoses or fl uids to leak or 
replace—EVER.

SO STRONG its cast iron fl ywheel and hardened steel 
components show almost no wear after splitting hundreds 
of cords.

SO FAST it is the world’s fastest splitter. Splits anything a 
hydraulic splitter will—but in one-sixth the time!

DR® KINETIC LOG SPLITTERS
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FREE SHIPPING
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Now Starting at

$49999

ON ALL MODELS

people who want both eggs and meat. 
There are bantam specials, Cochin spe-
cials, all male bargain mixes, Polish or 
Top Hat specials, waterfowl bargains, and 
lots more. Each hatchery offers different 
bargain mixes.

Some of my favorites, though, are the 
true, end-of-day, leftover bargain spe-
cials, that several hatcheries sell when all 
the other orders, including other bargain 
mixes like pullet and meat specials, have 
been completely filled. If you have never 
ordered one of these hatchery chick bar-
gain assortments, you have missed out 
on one of the most fun-filled adventures 
available to a poultry owner!

If you are an incurable poultry buff, you 
may have a secret desire to own at least 
one bird of every chicken breed, or other 
available fowl, before you die. If this 
sounds like you, an end-of-day bargain 
mix of hatchery chicks is one way to start 
reaching this goal! Bargain mixes will 
give you lots of breeds and let you see 
which breeds are right for you.

These bargain mixes are also perfect 
for group purchases. I have purchased 
these bargains both individually and 
with other people. There are many ways 
to work out the financing of the project. 
Everyone can chip-in on the original 
purchase and lower cost. When the chicks 
come, you can either separate them on 
arrival day, each person taking home the 
ones they think are the cutest, or one per-
son can be the designated brood keeper, 
and everyone can help buy feed and any 
other essentials. If you buy a bargain-mix 
as an individual, you may get certain 
breeds that you really don’t like. It seems 
when a group buys a hatchery bargain 
box, however, all the chicks find homes 
rather easily. Each person has different 
likes and inevitably different breeds will 
appeal to different people.

What are some things to think about if 
you buy one of these end-lot bargain mix-
es? First, remember that you may receive 
a wide variety of breeds, including nota-
ble variances in size and temperament. 
You may also receive different species 
that will eventually need different care 
requirements. For the first few weeks, 
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however, most of the baby birds will grow 
and survive by implementing and prac-
ticing normal baby chick health basics.

Setting up a regular baby chick brooder 
should work for all species and breeds of 
poultry you might receive in your bargain 
box. Keep the starting temperature at 
about 95 degrees, adjusting it by grad-
ually raising the lamp as the birds grow. 
Keep the brooder litter clean and dry.

Normal grower ration for chicks will 
generally suffice. Because of the possi-
ble variety of species and breeds, avoid 
using medicated feeds. Baby waterfowl 
can sometimes have adverse reactions to 
medications put in chicken and turkey 
grower rations. Give the babies plenty of 
room to get out from under the heat lamp 
if they get too hot.

Also, be aware that some breeds may 
be flighty and nervous, while others will 
remain docile by nature. Some breeds are 
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WHERE CAN I BUY THESE 
BARGAIN SPECIALS?

There are many reputable chicken hatcher-
ies and most have their own bargain specials 
available. If you want some fun surprises from 
a true, end-of-hatch-day bargain assortment, 
here are four hatcheries I have found that offer 
great end-of-day assortments. If you already 
have a favorite hatchery you deal with and 
like, check out what they have available. If 
they don’t advertise end-of-day specials, you 
still might be pleasantly surprised what you 
can find with a simple phone call.

more aggressive and weaker breeds can fall victim to these fowl. 
It is a good idea to have plans on how you will separate them if 
you face this problem. Even notoriously calm breeds, such as 
Orpingtons and Brahmas, will bully weaker or less-aggressive 
birds. This is just a part of the birds’ social behavior and the best 
we can hope to do, as human owners, is to keep more aggressive 
birds away from breeds that are prone to becoming victims.

Remember that you will receive both males and females in 
your mix. This is a great time to practice your sex-identification 
skills. Learning how to tell the sex of baby chicks is something 
almost any poultry owner can do. Sex identification can be 
different for different breeds and strains. Some breeds such 
as Dominiques and Barred Rocks can be sex-identified by the 
yellow or creamy patches on top of the head.

Sex-identification in some other breeds and crosses can be 
made by down color or the little chipmunk stripes on their 
backs. Wing sexing or feather sexing is also used for most major 
breeds of hatchery chicks today. Anyone can learn these basic 
identification techniques and it can be fun to see the accuracy 
of your sex and breed identification skills.
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1) Cackle Hatchery’s Hatchery Surprise 
Mix

For one flat fee, shipping included, the hatch-
ery guarantees at least 40 healthy, newly-hatched 
baby fowl. Most are chickens, but there can be 
ducks, turkeys, guinea fowl, and according to 
some customers, even the occasional baby goose. 
I have purchased three of these boxes over the 
past several years. The mixes have included 
many different breeds of chickens, Rouen ducks, 
and various turkeys. One shipment included 11 
guinea fowl. My most recent box contained 52 
chickens, including Polish, Ameracaunas, Jersey 
Giants, and Royal Palm turkeys.

2) Murray McMurray Hatchery’s Special 
Assorted Bargain

This mix can contain any or all of the 60-
some breeds that the hatchery sells and ships 
on a weekly basis. Buyers can order as few as 
15 assorted chicks, or up to 100 or more. This 
bargain mix, as well as McMurray’s Purebred 
Assorted Bantams special, have been mixes that 
I have purchased and liked.

3) Meyer Hatchery’s Adopt Me Bargain
Here the buyer can order as many leftover 

chicks as they want and it is priced on a per-chick 
basis. There is no choice of breed or sex, but 
Meyer Hatchery guarantees live, healthy poultry. 
Friends and acquaintances that have purchased 
this mix from Meyer Hatchery have all been 
happy and have become repeat customers. Meyer 
Hatchery also offers simple, flat shipping fees, 
which makes calculating cost easy.

4) Schlecht Hatchery
This is a smaller, family-run hatchery in Miles, 

Iowa, that has 60 years of loyal customer follow-
ing. Schlecht does not offer as wide a variety 
of breeds as some larger hatcheries, but they 
are known for healthy chicks and outstanding 
customer service. The hatchery sells its leftover, 
straight-run chicks in minimum quantities of 25 
birds, for $1.50 per bird, plus shipping. If you are 
a person that wants basic, tried-and-true breeds 
for both eggs and meat, this is one hatchery 
special you may want to consider. 
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T hough I am mostly a farmer 
now, my training is in Montes-
sori early  childhood education. 

Raising chicks in the classroom is like 
the bringing together of my two big loves 
— farming and education. When a friend 
of mine, a fellow teacher, asked if our 
farm could be the final home of chicks 
she wanted to hatch with her students, I 
happily agreed. I was excited to be a part 
of the process with her and her students.

Programs that Support Hatching 
and Raising Chicks in the Class-
room

There are many programs available for 
teachers who are interested in hatching 
chicks with their students. State uni-
versities with agriculture schools often 
provide training and supplies for free or 
at a minimal cost. Some 4-H groups do 
the same.

My friend, Mary Ann Miller, par-
ticipated in a program through a local 
agency 4C for Children and the Ohio 
State University, called Chick Quest. She 
attended a full day training in October and 
in return was given supplies for hatching 
chicken eggs. Hers was one of four class-
rooms that had hatching egg projects in 
her school, Parker Woods Montessori. 
Another local Cincinnati Public School, 
Dater Montessori, had 10 rooms with 
incubators!

What is Usually Provided?
In the training, they provide the teacher 

with some basic information on raising 
chicks in the classroom. They show how 
to set up the incubator and how to do the 
experiments in the teaching manuals. 
Mary Ann found herself needing more 
information on how to actually hatch the 
eggs. Some outside reading will serve a 

A 
PRIMER 

ON

Hatching & Raising 
Chicks in School

teacher well to have success with the in-
cubation process. You may need to teach 
yourself simple things like monitoring 
humidity and temperature for proper 
incubation and more complex topics like 
how to tell the sex of baby chicks.

Chick Quest provided an incubator, 
brooder box, bedding, food, water dish, 
and all of the materials for the exper-
iments. They also supplied 25 student 
manuals and one teacher manual, which 
led the class through a series of experi-
ments.

The incubator, loaned from Ohio State, 
had a viewing window on top so the kids 
could watch the eggs throughout the 
process. One of the experiments had the 
teacher buy eggs from the grocery store 
near the end of incubation; the students 
were able to hold one grocery store egg 
and one incubated egg to feel the weight 
difference of the chick inside.

By Erin Phillips
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Mary Ann created a number of addi-
tional Montessori materials to supple-
ment her students’ knowledge of chickens 
and make the experience of raising chicks 
in the classroom a rich learning process. 
They discussed the life cycle of a chicken, 
breeds, how to take care of chickens, the 
farm to table process, chicken vocabulary, 
and parts of a chicken.

“There were approximately 10 works. 
I introduced two works every week until 
all the lessons were presented. Students 
also did non-fiction writing, creative writ-
ing, chicken graphing, and chicken word 
problems to tie in with the curriculum,” 
she said.

Chickens provide a rich subject area 
that fits in with so many areas of the 
curriculum.

Life Lessons
Mary Ann was amazed at how well her 

students did with the incubation process, 

even when things got tough. When first 
studying chickens, they talked about a 
life cycle. She explained that there was 
a chance not all of the eggs would hatch.

After 21 days, six of the 13 eggs 
hatched but only two survived. The first 
one died within 24 hours and the second 
one wasn't strong enough to make it much 
longer than that. Many of us who have 
incubated eggs before know there can 
be a steep learning curve. Though Mary 
Ann tried to educate herself beyond the 
information provided at the training — 
something went wrong.

The kids were sad but understood the 
life cycle and buried the chicks in the 
schoolyard. They were also lucky enough 
to have five chicks donated from friends 
at Dater Montessori.

Once hatched, the students sat around 
the rug and let the chicks run around in-
side their circle. As they got older, they 
also had a chance to hold a chick every 

day during school hours and got a chance 
to play with them on the rug.

The Greatest Lesson Learned
“Students learned about patience when 

waiting 21 days for their eggs to hatch. 
Students learned about death and how it 
impacts them. Students learned about car-
ing for another living creature. Students 
learned about kindness, as the chickens 
were donated to our room by students 
across the city that had never even met us. 
And we also learned how to write friendly 
letters when we sent all of our thank you 
notes,” said Mary Ann.

Best Advice: Find a Local Resource 
so You Can Ask Questions!

Mary Ann said that her first year raising 
chicks in the classroom was definitely 
a learning experience. She was not 100 
percent sure about the incubation process, 
how long a chick needed to stay in the 



Once hatched, 
the students sat around 

the rug and let the chicks run 
around inside their circle. As 

they got older, they also had a 
chance to hold a chick every day 

during school hours and got 
a chance to play with them 

on the rug.
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incubator after hatching, and what to do 
with her brooder box. Another teacher 
at her school had a chick drown while 
drinking water. She found it invaluable 
to have another teacher in her school that 
had gone through the program before and 
knew how to hatch chicken eggs.

If you don’t have any resources in 
your school, seek out a local farmer 
that you can call with questions. A local 
feed store in your area might be able to 
help connect you or you can try doing 
a search for chicken eggs on a site like  
agrilicious.com. Many teachers have 
found our farm this way, by looking for 
information. 
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A Well-Made 
Fence Brings 

Peace of Mind!

countrysidenetwork.com
970-392-4419

by Gail Damerow

154 pgs, $16.95 + S&H
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ANSWER KEY: 

 

R O A S T T U R K E Y   O R E G A N O 

  S       M      C     

  T       B   P   L    M 

  R G  H    D   I   A    A 

I  A R  O    E H  L   S    S 

N  G A  N    N A  G   S    H 

C  A V  E     T F R E E R A N G E 

U  L Y  Y   S  C  I   O    D 

B  U      P  H  M   O    P 

A  S    B  E  I     M    O 

T      E  C  N         T 

I L W O F A E N I U G E C H I N A C E A 

N      H  A           T 

G      I  L   C H I N E S E  O 

 B U F F  V             E 

      E        L O O H C S 

  M A Y O N N A I S E         

T O U L O U S E    G   T H Y M E  

           G         

H A T C H E R Y    S K C I H C    

just for fun

WORD SEARCH

ROAST TURKEY

GRAVY

MASHED POTATOES

MAYONNAISE

EGGS

GUINEA FOWL

FREE RANGE

INCUBATING

HATCHING

SCHOOL

CLASSROOM

HATCHERY

CHICKS

SPECIAL

BEEHIVE

HONEY

EMBDEN

CHINESE

BUFF

TOULOUSE

PILGRIM

THYME

ASTRAGALUS

ECHINACEA

OREGANO

ANSWER KEY

R O A S T T U R K E Y A H O R E G A N O 

T Y S O K J U Y Q M F D I O S C I E W N 

R Y T E B C J H G B R E P M I L O X B M 

R H R G S H P T A D J K I T Y A R Y T A 

I P A R Q O A G S E H Q L G H S I P O S 

N O G A W N S B D N A Y G B N S Q H U H 

C R A V E E Z Y F Z T F R E E R A N G E 

U E L Y R Y X H S X C A I R I O Q R H D 

B X U Q Y W D M P C H S M A O O A F J P 

A Z S O T E B U E V I D Z D P M Z V K O 

T U S W I R E I C B N F X G R S W T L T 

I L W O F A E N I U G E C H I N A C E A 

N G Z B U T H K A N R G V O T F S G E T 

G H X N O Y I M L M U C H I N E S E R O 

A B U F F U V K G Q I H N K Y F X Y T E 

S J C M P I E O H E O J M P L O O H C S 

D K M A Y O N N A I S E Q V K G E N U M 

T O U L O U S E J W O G W F T H Y M E T 

F P V Q P O F P K T P G E G J P D Y B I 

H A T C H E R Y L E A S K C I H C U N O 
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just for fun

Please give this turkey some beautiful colors to celebrate the season. 
Once you're done, snap a picture and send it to us via email at editor@backyardpoultrymag.com 

or via snail mail at Backyard Poultry, Attn: Coloring Pages, P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451.
 

If you’re an all-access subscriber and would like to print a page to color, visit our site. 
countrysidenetwork.com/bp-issues/october-november-2018/ 
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Order at CountrysideNetwork.com/shop or by calling 970-392-4419

50 DO-IT-YOURSELF PROJECTS  
FOR KEEPING CHICKENS

Chicken Coops, Brooders, 
Runs, Swings, Dust Baths, 

and More!

Get ready to jump into the  
world of chickens, one  
DIY project at a time. 

Owning and raising  
chickens doesn’t have to  
be an expensive hobby. 
With imagination, simple tools, 
and salvaged or bargain  
materials, you can make  
everything your flock needs  
for their health and safety.

ONLY $19.99 + S&H








