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Exploring a 
Poultry Heritage

from the editor

On The Cover 

Itook this issue's cover picture last 
year. Why? It's hard to find pictures 
of chickens and flags and I knew we'd 

want a patriotic cover picture this year. 
And fate intervened. I had just gotten 
some old metal watering cans from my 
great-aunt and it was Fourth of July, so I 
planted them and added some decorative 
flags. My Buff Brahma happened upon 
the planters and that was it. Or was it?

As I reviewed the picture for this cover, 
I started thinking about my great-aunt. 

She's in her late 90s now and the house 
she lived in for more than 50 years has 
been cleaned out and sadly, sold to de-
velopers. That house will soon be gone, 
but in going through her pictures, I came 
across the one to the left and wanted to 
share.

You see, my great-aunt is thrilled that 
I raise chickens. Even in her golden 
years, she tells me stories of how my 
great-grandmother got chickens each 
year and raised them for eggs and meat. 
My great-aunt's favorites were the Barred 
Rocks. Which is weird, because they're 
also favorites of mine. I love hearing my 
great-aunt's stories and am proud of my 
family's backyard poultry heritage. But 
I never could picture it accurately until 
now.

I know I'm not the only one with family 
stories of raising backyard chickens. Our 
stories inside this issue prove that. From 
our founding fathers to our modern fam-
ilies, backyard chickens have been a part 
of it all. We'd love to hear your poultry 
heritage stories too. Feel free to share!

Pam Freeman
Editor

My great-grandmother along with my great-
aunt's favorite Barred Rocks!
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Nestled in a rural spot in the Tennessee countryside is my 
grandparent’s small family farm. It’s here that our whole family 
comes together on a daily basis to eat, share stories of our day, 
and watch the sunset on the porch swing. It is also home to a 
handful of goats, ducks, and a 30-year-old hand-built chicken 
coop, which houses a variety of breeds including Buff Orping-
tons, Barred Rocks, Red Sex-Links, Silkies, and Sebrights. It’s 
where we hatch and nurture our chicks; handling, hand-feeding, 
and loving each one as they become a part of our farm and our 
family.

My two-year-old daughter, Ellie, has always shown great 
interest in our chickens ever since she was able to toddle over 
to the small metal bin and throw her first fistful of corn. After 
a hearty breakfast including fresh eggs gathered and cooked 
by her great-grandmother, she is excited to throw on her pink 
farm boots and set out to the coop to let her feathered friends 
out for the day. Always safely guided and observed by us, she 
is able to interact and play with the chickens while they free 
range. There are few moments in Ellie’s life where she doesn’t 
try to involve her chicken friends. From tea parties to taking a 
stroll, even story time has every chicken in attendance. On her 
second birthday, Ellie received her very own pink chicken coop 
to house her four fluffy Silkies.

When the day is done, our flock marches back to roost with 
Ellie right beside them, holding the door and saying goodnight 
to each one as they pass. Living here in West Tennessee, the 

By Dana Faulkner

GROWING UP

things we value most are God, family, and farm life. I am truly 
blessed to be able to raise my children here, in the same com-
munity where I grew up, surrounded by strong fellowship, a 
loving family and the opportunity to connect with nature and 
live a life that moves just a little slower.

GROWING UPwithwithwithChickens
Laundry day with chicken friends.
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top: Ellie and her favorite hen, Hilde, enjoying an afternoon tea 
party. bottom left: Ellie and her gentle Buff roo, Ginger, were 
raised together and are the best of friends. bottom right: Ellie 
loves to help collect the fresh eggs with her own basket.
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clockwise from top left: Collecting 
and counting the daily eggs; Our Lavender 
roo with his ladies enjoying the Tennessee 
sunset; Ellie sits in her favorite spot visiting, 
singing, and talking to the chickens about 
her day; At 12 months old practicing 
walking by chasing after the chickens; 
Ellie at 18 months old feeding her flock; 
Checking out the inside of her new pink 
coop; Our Lavender roo with his ladies 
enjoying the Tennessee sunset; Ellie holds 
her favorite Buff roo, Ginger.
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left: Feeding is, of course, her 
favorite part of the day and she 
makes sure everyone gets their 
handful of corn.
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COMING EVENTS
The Coming Events listing is gathered and provided by  

www.poultryshowcentral.com. Add your show listing on their website or send to:  
Coming Events, Backyard Poultry, P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451, or  

email: editor@backyardpoultrymag.com. To be included in the Backyard Poultry magazine 
listing, event details must be sent 60 days in advance.

CALIFORNIA

June 2, 2018 — Ramona, 
California, Wild West Serama 
Classic 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Wild_West_Serama_Clas-
sic.html

June 12-17, 2018 — Del Mar, 
California, San Diego Co. Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/San_Diego_Co_Fair.html

July 7, 2018 — Eureka, Califor-
nia, Humboldt Poultry Fanciers 
Summer Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Humboldt_Poultry_Fanci-
ers.html

July 13-August 12, 2018 
— Costa Mesa, California, 
Orange County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Orange_County_Fair.html

July 18-29, 2018 — Paso 
Robles, California, California 
Mid-State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/California_Midstate_Fair.
html

July 26-29, 2018 — Plymouth, 
California, Amador County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Amador_County_Fair.html

July 28, 2018 — Sacramento, 
California, California State Fair 
Fur & Feathers 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/California_State_Fair.html

COLORADO

June 1-2, 2018 — Fruita, Colo-
rado, Mike the Headless Chick-
en Show and Extravaganza 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/ Mike_Headless_Chick-
en_Show_Extravaganza.html

July 8, 2018 — Kiowa, Colo-
rado, “One Bird” Youth Poultry 
Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/One_Bird_Youth_Poul-
try_Show.html

July 13-15, 2018 — Denver, 
Colorado, Denver County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Denver_County_Fair.html

CONNECTICUT

June 10, 2018 — Haddam 
Neck, Connecticut, Connecti-
cut Poultry Breeder’s Society 
Spring Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Connecticut_Poultry_
Breeders.html

DELAWARE

July 19-28, 2018 — Harrington, 
Delaware, Delaware State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Delaware_State_Fair.html

ILLINOIS

June 3, 2018 — Kankakee, 
Illinois, Tri-K Pigeon & Bantam 
Club Pigeon Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/TriK_Pigeon_Bantam_Fair.
html

June 20-24, 2018 — Oakwood, 
Illinois, Vermilion County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Vermilion_County_Fair.html

June 24, 2018 — New Berlin, 
Illinois, Central Illinois Farm 
Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Central_Illinois_Farm_
Swap_Meet.html

July 15, 2018 — Wheaton, 
Illinois, Chicago Spirit Serama 
Table Top Competition And Expo 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Chicago_Spirit_Serama_
Table_Top_Competition_And_
Expo.html

July 15, 2018 — New Berlin, 
Illinois, Central Illinois Farm 
Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Central_Illinois_Farm_
Swap_Meet.html

July 31-August 5, 2018 — 
Woodstock, Illinois, McHenry 
County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/McHenry_County_Fair.html

INDIANA

June 9, 2018 — Kimmell, Indi-
ana, Wolf’s Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Wolfs_Swap_Meet.html

June 10, 2018 — Knox, Indi-
ana, Golden Horseshoe Saddle 
Club Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Golden_Horseshoe_Sad-
dle_Club_Swap.html

June 15-24, 2018 — Indianap-
olis, Indiana, Marion County 
Agricultural Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Marion_County_Fair.html

June 23, 2018 — Shipshewa-
na, Indiana, Newbury Square 
Swap Meet & Flea Market 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Newbury_Square_Swap_
Meet_Flea_Market.html

July 7, 2018 — Kimmell, Indi-
ana, Wolf’s Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Wolfs_Swap_Meet.html

IOWA

June 3, 2018 — Waukon, Iowa, 
Northeast Iowa Bird and Animal 
Club Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Northeast_Iowa_Bird_Ani-
mal_Swap.html

June 10, 2018 — West Burling-
ton, Iowa, West Burlington Flea 
Market 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Southeast_Iowa_Pigeon_
Club.html

June 10, 2018 — Waverly, 
Iowa, Waverly Iowa Exotic Bird 
and Animal Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Waverly_Iowa_Exotic_Bird_
Animal_Swap.html

June 16, 2018 — Maquoketa, 
Iowa, Eastern Iowa Bird and 
Small Animal Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Eastern_Iowa_Bird_Small_
Animal_Swap.html

June 23-24, 2018 — Grundy 
Center, Iowa, Grundy County 
Bird and Animal Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Grundy_County_Bird_Ani-
mal_Swap.html

July 8, 2018 — West Burling-
ton, Iowa, West Burlington Flea 
Market 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Southeast_Iowa_Pigeon_
Club.html

July 19-22, 2018 — Mason 
City, Iowa, North Iowa Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/North_Iowa_Fair.html

July 29-August 4, 2018 — Wa-
verly, Iowa, Bremer County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Bremer_County_Fair.html

KENTUCKY

June 11-16, 2018 — Shel-
byville, Kentucky, Shelby Co. 
Fair & Horse Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Shelby_County_Fair.html

July 9-14, 2018 — Hardins-
burg, Kentucky, Breckinridge 
County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Breckinridge_County_Fair.
html

MASSACHUSETTS

June 10, 2018 — Middleboro, 
Massachusetts, New England 
Bantam Club Swap & Sell 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/New_England_Bantam_
Club_Fall_Swap_Sell.html

July 8, 2018 — Brockton, 
Massachusetts, New England 
Bantam Club Swap & Sell 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/New_England_Bantam_
Club_Fall_Swap_Sell.html

MICHIGAN

June 16, 2018 — Coldwater, 
Michigan, Michigan Bird & 
Game Breeders Assoc. Sale – 
Coldwater 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Michigan_Game_Breed-
ers_Swap_Coldwater.html

June 16, 2018 — Trenary, 
Michigan, Trenary Fur and 
Feather Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcen-
tral.com/Trenary_Fur_Feath-
er_Swap.html
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MINNESOTA

June 16, 2018 — New Ulm, 
Minnesota, New Ulm Bird & 
Small Animal Swap & Sale Days 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Brown_Co_Pigeon_Poul-
try_Club_Swap.html

July 14, 2018 — New Ulm, Min-
nesota, New Ulm Bird & Small 
Animal Swap & Sale Days 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Brown_Co_Pigeon_Poul-
try_Club_Swap.html

MISSOURI

July 26-August 4, 2018 — 
Springfield, Missouri, Ozark 
Empire Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Ozark_Empire_Fair.html

MONTANA

July 27-August 4, 2018 — 
Great Falls, Montana, Montana 
State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Montana_State_Fair.html

NEW JERSEY

June 2, 2018 — Jackson, New 
Jersey, Central New Jersey 
Poultry Fanciers Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Central_NJ_Poultry_Fanci-
ers_Show.html

June 3, 2018 — Jackson, New 
Jersey, Ocean County 4-H Poul-
try Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Ocean_County_4-H_Poul-
try_Show.html

June 24, 2018 — Moorestown, 
New Jersey, Stars and Stripes 
Livestock Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Stars_and_Stripes.html

NEW YORK

June 3, 2018 — Syracuse, New 
York, Finger Lakes Feather Club 
Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Finger_Lakes_Feather_
Club_Show.html

NORTH DAKOTA

July 22, 2018 — Minot, North 
Dakota, North Dakota State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/ North_Dakota_State_Fair.
html

OHIO

June 9, 2018 — Canfield, Ohio, 
Buckeye Fancy Feather Club 
Poultry Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Buckeye_Fancy_Feath-
er_Club.html

June 9-10, 2018 — Lucasville, 
Ohio, Lucasville Trade Days 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Lucasville_Trade_Days.html

June 20, 2018 — Mt. Hope, 
Ohio, Mid Ohio Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Mid_Ohio_Swap.html

July 21, 2018 — Mt. Hope, 
Ohio, Mid Ohio Swap Meet 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Mid_Ohio_Swap.html

July 25-August 5, 2018 — Co-
lumbus, Ohio, Ohio State Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Ohio_State_Fair.html

OKLAHOMA

June 2, 2018 — Norman, Okla-
homa, Canadian Valley Poultry 
Club Prospect Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Canadian_Valley_Poul-
try_Club_Show.html

OREGON

June 1-2, 2018 — Corvallis, Or-
egon, Oregon Spring Invitational 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Washington_Poultry_Exhib-
itors_Invitational.html

July 6-8, 2018 — Newport, Or-
egon, Lincoln County Fair Open 
Poultry Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Lincoln_County_Fair_
Open_Poultry_Show.html

July 18-22, 2018 — Eugene, 
Oregon, Lane County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Lane_County_Fair.html

July 24-28, 2018 — Myrtle 
Point, Oregon, Coos County 
Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Coos_County_Fair.html

PENNSYLVANIA

June 17, 2018 — Dunbar, 
Pennsylvania, Uniontown 
Poultry and Farm Products 
Association 

https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Uniontown_Poultry_Associ-
ation.html

July 21-28, 2018 — Lebanon, 
Pennsylvania, Lebanon Area 
Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Lebanon_Area_Fair.html

July 26-August 4, 2018 — 
Dunbar, Pennsylvania, Fayette 
County Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Fayette_County_Fair_
PA.html

July 30-August 4, 2018 — West 
Chester, Pennsylvania, Goshen 
Country Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Goshen_Country_Fair.html

July 31-August 4, 2018 — Ar-
endtsville, Pennsylvania, South 
Mountain Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/South_Mountain.html

TENNESSEE

June 2, 2018 — Cleveland, 
Tennessee, Flock Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Flock_Swap.html

July 11-15, 2018 — Newport, 
Tennessee, Cocke County A&I 
Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Cocke_County_AI_Fair.html

VIRGINIA

June 9, 2018 — Berryville, 
Virginia, PS Pearrell Poultry 
Auctions 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/PS_Pearrell_Poultry_Auc-
tions.html

June 23, 2018 — Berryville, 
Virginia, PS Pearrell Poultry 
Auctions 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/PS_Pearrell_Poultry_Auc-
tions.html

July 14, 2018 — Berryville, 
Virginia, PS Pearrell Poultry 
Auctions 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/PS_Pearrell_Poultry_Auc-
tions.html

July 27-August 5, 2018 — 
Fredericksburg, Virginia, Fred-
ericksburg Agricultural Show 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Fredericksburg_Agricultur-
al_Show.html

VERMONT

June 10, 2018 — Berlin, Ver-
mont, Vermont Bird Fancier’s 
Club Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Vermont_Fanciers_Swap_
Berlin.html

WASHINGTON

July 25-28, 2018 — Longview, 
Washington, Cowlitz Co Fair 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Cowlitz_Co_Fair.html

WISCONSIN

June 2, 2018 — Galesville 
(Trempealeau Co. Fair-
grounds), Wisconsin, Coulee 
Region Poultry Club 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Coulee_Region_Poul-
try_Club.html

June 2, 2018 — Peshtigo, Wis-
consin, The Northern Poultry Pi-
geon and Rabbit Club (NPPRC) 
Spring Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/NPPRC_Spring_Swap-Pe-
shtigo.html

June 17, 2018 — Amherst, 
Wisconsin, PK Annual Father’s 
Day Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/PK_Annual_Fathers_Day_
Swap.html

June 23, 2018 — Chippewa 
Falls, Wisconsin, West Central 
WI Pigeon and Poultry Club 
Summer Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/West_Central_WI_Pigeon_
Poultry_Club_Swap.html

July 28, 2018 — Wheeler, Wis-
consin, RiceStonian Craft and 
Critter Swap 
https://www.poultryshowcentral.
com/Ricestonian_Animal_Swap.
html
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Do You Have Something  
To Crow About?

We want to hear from you. Send questions, comments, opinions, advice,  
coming events, etc. to: Backyard Poultry Editor, P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451  

or email editor@backyardpoultrymag.com. 

Chick Spirit
I mentioned to my dad a few weeks ago 

the idea that maybe I'd like to have some 
chickens one day. To my surprise, he took 
it seriously.  He started giving me all of 
his Backyard Poultry magazines that he 
had saved, some of them even from 2006! 
Thanks to your magazines I am now con-
vinced that chickens are awesome, and I 
feel much more prepared to handle the 
responsibility once I purchase my own 
chicks. In the spirit of my excitement, I 
painted this baby chick. I hope you like it!

Amber Rodgers, Virginia 

That's a wonderful painting, Amber. 
Thanks for sharing it with us! - Editorial

Broody Hen Questions
My questions come  from the broad 

subject area of production. The goal is 
fresh backyard eggs. The means of ac-
complishing this goal will be six laying 
hens. We would rather not replace hens 
each year, but only every few years when 
egg production begins to drop below our 
needs.Toward which breeds might we 
direct our selection? Cold hardiness is 
also important.

Bantam hens in contrast to standard 
size hens might be beneficial to my veg-
etable garden. Which bantam breeds, if 

any, might satisfy our requirements?
Jonas Snyder, Michigan

Hi Jonas, You may want to consider the 
following articles from our website when 
you're making your breed selections. 
Good luck with your new flock members! 
- Editorial

countrysidenetwork.com/daily/poul-
try/chickens-101/defining-cold-har-
dy-chicken-breeds/

countrysidenetwork.com/daily/poul-
try/chickens-101/small-and-useful-ban-
tam-chickens/

Barnyard Sanitation Hints
Response

Thank you to Jay Winslow for his 
barnyard sanitation hints in the April/May 
issue of Backyard Poultry. Now I don’t 
feel so crazy or compulsive. I clean my 
coop every morning, sifting through the 
wood chips to remove every remnant of 
poop I can find. And I clean the outdoor 
area about three times a day. I use vinyl 
gardening gloves (bought in bulk from 
Costco) and a bucket. My six girls also 
have clean feet!

Joyce Eckrem

Enjoying Countryside Network 
Emails

I am an older person who has had to 
try to keep up with the not so familiar 
digital world. I don't often do social 
media and still prefer email over texting. 
However, I wish to say that I love the 
emails I get from Countryside Network. 
As a Backyard Poultry subscriber, I read 
every little article that comes through 
about chickens. I find them informative, 
easy-to-access, and a quick read. I espe-
cially love (and save) the ones on chicken 
behavior and learning.

I never thought that I would go digital 
in this way but a love of chickens has 
brought me into the 21st century. I still 

enjoy the hard copy of Backyard Poultry, 
but if it ever went defunct, I think I could 
live without it with the good articles I get 
through email. Thank you.

Ronna Brown

Hi Ronna, we are glad you are enjoying 
the helpful tips and heartfelt stories from 
our email program. For anyone interested 
in signing up, visit countrysidenetwork.
com/news/join-our-community-newslet-
ter/. - Editorial

Featured Chicken Breeds
I enjoy your magazine, but I would like 

to suggest that you dedicate a space in 
each issue to an article called Breed Pro-
file or Breed Focus and feature a different 
breed each time. Could be anything from 
chickens and ducks to peacocks and quail. 
You could get a breeder of the featured 
breed to write an article and share the ad-
vantages and disadvantages of the breed. 
Also, a little about their experiences and 
what they'd learned during their years of 
breeding poultry.

A Reader From Ohio

Thanks for the great idea! We do try to 
focus on breeds as much as possible and 
hope you enjoy our patriotic breeds story 
in this issue. - Editorial

Pigeon Love
Thank you so much for the good article 

on pigeons. Please keep these coming. 
Maybe something on Fantails or Pouters?

I have tried other poultry magazines but 
like Backyard Poultry the best.

I like the stories about other birds, 
besides the good chicken articles. I love 
the coop articles and plans. I enjoy seeing 
how other people tend to their birds. I 
have made some good, usable feed scoops 
and water containers from washed out 
bleach and vinegar bottles. Plastic can 
be cut with a knife or shears to the shape 
and size needed. I have used these a lot 
this winter when water containers must 
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be thawed so often.
Thank you for a good magazine.

Rosie Campbell, Ohio

We featured Fantail and Pouter Pi-
geons recently in Backyard Poultry and 
hope you enjoy the article. - Editorial

All-access subscribers can find those 
article online here:

countrysidenetwork.com/topics/
poultry-topics/poultry-poultry-topics/
meet-english-pouter-pigeon/

countrysidenetwork.com/topics/poul-
try-topics/poultry-poultry-topics/rollers-
racers-explore-pigeon-breeds-types/.

acquaintances who also dabbled in this 
same business enterprise.

The birds stayed in their coops at night 
to avoid encounters with foxes and the 
like, but during the day he let them out 
to scratch around in the barnyard until 
their feeding time. One afternoon while 
he was feeding them their daily ration 
of scratch feed, a pigeon, with several 
iridescent colors of its own, flew down 
to the barnyard and began feeding with 
the bantams.

The pigeon was slightly smaller than 
your standard city pigeon and lacked a 
few of its tail feathers. He looked out of 
place, but the bantams, to their credit, 
accepted their new bird friend and went 

The Bantams and the Pigeon
Some years ago my maternal grand-

father, who lived in Coghill, Tennessee, 
kept a flock of bantam chickens. Being 
from the country we shortened the name 
to banty chickens. Over the years, Grand-
dad kept watch over an occasional cow, 
one mule, and a small force of guinea 
fowl, but his favorite was by far the 
bantams.

I could never remember names of the 
different species, but he could rattle them 
off without batting an eye. I do know he 
kept several varieties at the barn in a row 
of coops, which lined the barn’s hallway.

He had some with fuzzy feet, some 
with feathery topknots, some with no 
topknots or feathers on the feet, and 
some with more colors than a box of 
48 Crayola crayons. He bought, sold, 
and traded these birds with some of his 

right on scratching, feeding, and laying 
colored eggs in their coop nests.

This went on for some time and the 
pigeon ended up in one of the coops with 
his new friends. About a week later, one 
of the trading partners came by, saw the 
pigeon, paid Granddad three dollars for 
it, and drove away. Two days later, the 
pigeon was back at the barn scratching 
away with his buddies.

Another week or so later the pigeon 
flew the coop, so to speak, never to return. 
I can only assume that his work in Coghill 
was done.

Marvin Newman
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Poultry Payoff

James Leo, New York
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8 Simple Bordeom Busters for Urban Chickens 
(February/March 2018) 

I have five hens. I get four or five eggs 
a day during the winter. We have harsh 
winters in Northern Ontario, Canada, 
but my hens seem to not mind the bad 
weather. I’ve only left them in the coop 
on two occasions this winter. The first one 
it was minus 49 degrees and the second 
one was a blizzard day. Other than that 
they are in the run. I have hung cabbages 
and heads of broccoli in the run or I hang 
a homemade seed and feed square on the 
pen wire. They also love to spread around 
the new straw. These things keep them 
entertained for hours or days. I always 
bring in what they don’t consume in the 
evening when I put them in the coop. Two 
or three of them like to stay out until it is 
entirely dark so I have to go out and put 
them in at dusk. I intend to convert our 
old travel trailer into a coop with a larger 
run. I don’t allow my girls to free-range 
(although I’d love to) because we have a 
lot of hawks, weasels, and ferrets around. 
We also are surrounded by dense brush. 
They have a good sized run now but I 
would like to be able to move the trailer 
around for fresher grassy areas through 
the summer.

Wendy Jackson

We have three hens. We let them have 
supervised range time a few times a 
week, and move flower pots so they can 
get at whatever is under them. They also 

scratch through the mulch and take dust 
baths in the planter beds. In their coop, 
they have a mirror and a dust “bathtub” 
made of a tire, filled with dirt. Shavings 
are under the roosting area, and the “run” 
section is mostly leaves that they have 
reduced to powder (they get new ones 
when available) plus what shavings and 
dirt they kick in there.

Kaytee

We have six Leghorns in a 10×20 area. 
I put a long, thin branch inside their coop 
and move it around from time to time; 
they like to sit on it and seem interested 
when it’s in a new place. We also built a 
dusting box from a six-inch deep plastic 
bin (drilled holes so it would drain) and 
filled it with cooled ashes and sand. They 
love it!

Cherie Dawn Haas

I have eight chickens and all winter I 
have been getting seven to eight eggs a 
day! On a really cold day, my girls get 
warm oatmeal with raisins and crushed 
nuts. I hang a cabbage for entertainment 
but also hang a head of broccoli or I peel 
a squash to hang. On a rainy day, I’ve 
made them plain popcorn. My husband 
said I should put on a movie for them! My 
girls have done very well this long winter.

 Deborah Schuster
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I currently have a mutt rooster. He is the 
product of a Wyandotte rooster and, I sus-
pect, an Orpington hen. He is not overly 
aggressive toward us but takes good care 
of the girls. He is also very good looking! 
His half-sister is currently sitting on 24 
eggs so we’ll see what comes of it.

Barrie O.

We have had two Barred Rock roosters. 
Both are extremely beautiful birds. The 
first was given to us with five hens. He 
was great with the hens but as mean as 

the day is long. I knew he was going to 
be a handful when we got him. He was 
never really around people much. The 
wonderful lady that gave him to us would 
throw sunflower seeds over the fence, 
open the door to dump food and water, 
and get while the getting was good. He 
was big with talons as thick and long as 
your finger and it had gotten very difficult 
to work the yard with him around. When 
he drew blood from my wife, I realized 
he really needed to go. We decided that 
we could get another rooster in the future. 
This was important to us because we 
wished to have fertile eggs but agreed that 
would have to come later. Well later came 
sooner as it sometimes does. A friend of 
ours had acquired eight, about one-week-
old baby chicks that she was unable to 
keep; six ASI Browns and two Barred 
Rocks. So we took on the assignment of 
clearing space and raising some chicks. 
This was mid-September, so we spent the 
winter sharing our little house with our 
two dogs and eight chickens that were 
growing fast. And as they grew, wouldn't 
you know it that one of those Barred 
Rocks was a rooster. He is so much more 

friendly and if you can catch him, you can 
hold him without having to head to the 
medical supply kit thereafter. My point 
being: they are the same breed yet two 
totally different animals. My advice to 
people wanting chickens, if I may, is this: 
get them as chicks and hold them a lot. 
There will come a time, whether to check 
for mites, toss them back in the yard, or 
just simply hold them out of love, you 
will need to catch them. The more you 
hold them, the more they will trust you 
and the easier they will be able to keep.

Steve

Let's not put down bantam roos! I have 
raised Silkies for 20 plus years and all my 
roos have been great protectors against 
cats and hawks! The ability to handle any 
roo of any breed is based on how much 
you handle them with the occasional roo 
that is just plain nasty. My current Silkie 
roo is a paint and loves me and is gentle 
with his girls. He is constantly alert and 
always talking to his gals! When it comes 
to broodies and their chicks, he is kind 
to all!

Anne Jennings

The Best Rooster Breed for Your Flock
(February/March 2018) 
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Coloring  PAGE FUN
Beautiful Creations From Our Readers

1. Brooke Hamilton, age 9 | 2. Avery, age 6 | 3. Tylee, age 6, Wisconsin | 4. Evette Barss, age 8, Arizona | 5. Alyssa May, age 20, Alabama
6. Jean Byers, Illinois | 7. Frances D., age 15, Connecticut | 8. Allison Frydrych | 9. Brooklyn Imotichey, age 12, Oklahoma | 10. Larry, Indiana

11. 12. 13. Linda Moise’s granddaughters, North Carolina | 14. Colored by: Keagen, 10 years old; Paxton, 8 years old; Ben, 2 years old, Wisconsin 
15. Brad Rajewich, South Dakota | 16. Samuel Cowan's Grandson | 17. Martha Smucker, age 9, Pennsylvania
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We had so many entries and don't want you to miss any of them. See them all online at
countrysidenetwork.com/daily/april-may-2018-coloring-pages/.
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Poultry Talk
Ron Kean  
Extension Poultry Specialist
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Pam Freeman
Editor

Backyard Poultry magazine

Ask our Poultry Experts About your Flock’s Health, Feed, Production, Housing , and More

If you have health-related poultry questions, send them to us at Backyard Poultry, Attn: Ask the Expert, P.O. Box 566, 
Medford, WI 54451 or email to pjf@bypforums.com. All submissions will be considered for print publication.  

Please include your name and hometown with your questions, which should be as detailed as possible. Pictures help us  
answer questions, so please include those too!

Inferior Golden Buffs
My Golden Buff that was almost three 

years old, died three days ago. Before 
she died, she showed the signs of being 
inactive, stood alone, and didn't chase for 
a treat for about two weeks. Because of 
the severe winter, I didn't let them out of 
their coop. When the weather got a little 
warmer, I let them all free range. I noticed 
her comb was a purplish color. I took her 
in for isolation fearing that she could have 
been nabbed by a wild animal. She also 
had watery whitish color poop. She drank 
very little and refused to eat anything. The 
day before she died, I decided to give her 
water with a syringe and I gave her some 
food, but she slowly gave up. She didn't 
lose weight. Last fall I lost the other Gold-
en Buff. She convulsed before she died.

I noticed these two Golden Buffs had 
some interesting features different from 
the rest of my Golden Buffs. Both were 
very light when they were two days old. 
I thought the hatchery sent me the wrong 
breed and sex. I knew this breed was 
hybrid and was sex-linked. I was told 
there was no way I got roosters because 
they can be identified from day one, un-
like some other breeds. Both, when they 
matured, laid normally. Is there anything 
I can do and should notice in the future? 
I have three more of this breed. They are 
truly cinnamon color and they are fine. 
Could they have had some inferior DNA 
that the lighter Golden Buffs inherited 
from two parents?

Napi

Hi Napi,
There is a fair amount of variation 

in coloration among many of the sex-
linked hens, so it's not surprising that 
you noticed some differences in the 
chicks. While a sex-linked gene (on 
the Z chromosome, which is sort of the 
poultry version of an X-chromosome) is 
responsible for the reddish coloration, 
there are many other genes that may vary 
among different hens. Whether or not this 
color was associated with any genes that 
could have affected the overall health of 
the bird is hard to tell. There really isn't 
any research that has been done looking at 
things like this. Judging from the watery 
whitish droppings, she may have had 
some damage to the kidneys, but that’s 
just a guess. It’s not terribly unusual for 
some hens to die by two to three years 
of age. As with humans, there is a wide 
range in longevity.

Enjoy the rest of your flock!

Adding Guinea Fowl
I have a question about guinea fowl. I 

was wondering if we could get one keet 
and either raise it alone, or with a few 
chicks, and then just integrate it with our 
existing chickens in their 25 by 15-foot 
run? Also how loud would it be? We have 
pretty close neighbors. They tolerate our 
eight chickens and three ducks.

Calvin

Hi Calvin,
You might be able to raise a guinea keet 

along with a few chicks, but it probably 

won't do very well alone. Keets need a 
higher level of protein than do chicks, so 
you’ll probably need to feed a gamebird 
ration. It shouldn’t hurt the chicks — it’ll 
just cost a bit more. You'll also have to 
have a good waterer that doesn’t spill 
easily. Guinea keets are very prone to 
chilling if they get wet.

Some people have had problems with 
male guineas harassing male chickens, 
so you might run into a problem once 
they mature.

Noise may be a concern. Guineas are 
pretty loud and will make quite a lot of 
noise when something changes. This 
could be some animal walking near them, 
people approaching, a bird flying over, 
etc. They are definitely a level above 
chickens and ducks in noise production! 
There are audio and/or video files of 
guineas on the internet — you might 
listen to a few of these before you make 
your decision.

Good luck!

Hens Stop Eating and Die
Since the beginning of January, I have 

had two hens stop eating and end up dying 
within the week. It seems I lose one every 
month. Even with my intervention of 
separating them from the main flock and 
trying to feed and water them, they still 
die. They seem to be my older hens. Their 
combs are pink, they are very lightweight, 
and start out by being quite lethargic.

I have one hen I caught yesterday and 
have been trying to get her to eat. No luck. 
This will be the third hen taken with this 
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GQF MANUFACTURING CO.
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in three months.
Do you think it is old age or could it be 

a disease going through the flock?
I live in western New York and we had 

extremely cold temperatures throughout 
January and February, then warming 
trends in the 50s even up into the 60s. I 
don't know if the weather had anything 
to do with it. I have never had this issue 
before.

Thank you for any insight into this 
problem.

Deb Waddell

Hi Deb,
It’s very difficult to guess what might 

be happening.  It's unclear how old the 
hens are, so it's not clear if it’s an age 
issue or not. Most diseases would spread 
to the rest of the chickens and you’d see 
some other signs. One disease that can 
cause old chickens to lose weight like this 
is tuberculosis. It often affects older hens, 
and the outward sign is weight loss. Inter-
nally, they often have nodules located on 
any or all of their internal organs. There 
is some risk of humans contracting this, 
so if you decided to cut into a chicken to 
look for internal lesions, it’s best to wear 
gloves and a mask.

Another option would be to submit 
one or more hens to your state veterinary 
diagnostic lab. They could do a necropsy 
on it and hopefully, determine what is 
wrong. Then you could better decide how 
to proceed with the rest of the flock.

Sorry there's not a better answer for 
you.

Hens Walk With Difficulty,
Then Die

Last week I had to put down three of 
my hens. They were between a year and 
two years of age. Now I have two more 
that I am having to put down. Three of the 
five began walking with difficulty with 
their tails down. They continued to eat 
and drink for several days but the roosters 
took advantage of them.

I have a hospital cage that I use for 
chickens that need extra care away from 
the rest of the flock. Currently, I have 57 
chickens, including seven roosters (four 
are slated for the table in the next week). 
The ages of my girls are from almost a 
year to about seven or eight years. (When 
a hen has survived all the predators and 
has been a good girl, I just let her retire.)

The other two, I have found just laying 
on one side, unable to move. I do not want 
to lose anymore if I can help it.

We went through Hurricane Harvey 
last year. Our chicken house is about four 
feet up off the ground. We had two feet of 
water inside and they were unable to get 
out for four days. We only lost one young 
hen. They spent the hurricane and after-
math on the roost. Even when we opened 
the doors they were reluctant to leave. 
We had to evacuate and it was four days 

before we returned. It took me two days 
to get their house cleaned out. Is there a 
possibility that a health problem occurred 
that is just now manifesting? They did 
not lay well for about two months (from 
the stress). But they have made up for 
it all winter. I have never had eggs like 
this during the winter, even through two 
snowfalls and a week of below-freezing 
weather, which we rarely get in the Texas 
Gulf Coast area. Also, weather-wise, we 
have had an extraordinarily wet winter. I 

you.
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do not know if any of this is contributing to the current health 
problems of my girls.  Can you help me?

Sincerely,
Roberta Drennan

Hi Roberta,
It's good to hear that your hens survived the hurricane as well 

as they did! Chickens can certainly be resilient.
It’s difficult to know what might be wrong with the hens. It's 

unclear that there are specific problems that would be linked to 
the flooding, but it could be possible. Do they have plenty of 
calcium in their diet? Having their tails down can have different 
reasons, are they just down because they are depressed, or could 
this be related to an egg problem? If they are calcium deficient, 
they might not be able to expel an egg. Another possibility 
would be that they have been laying internally, and the mass 
of egg yolks is weighing them down.  In this case, they often 
stand like a penguin, (or a bowling pin).

Other than that, it’s hard to know. You could submit one or 
more to your state veterinary diagnostic lab for necropsy. You'd 
have to sacrifice those chickens, but hopefully, they’d diagnose 
the problem and know what to do for the rest of the flock.

Good luck with them!

Weird Feathers
I recently noticed that our Welsummer has some fine, thready 

feathers along her haunches/fluff area, like human hair. Is 

Good luck with them!
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this normal? What’s the cause? I’ve never seen it before! It’s 
on both sides and most definitely attached to her body. She’s 
about a year old.

Tamara Rothenberg, Los Angeles
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Hi Tamara,
Thank you for the pictures! That is very 

interesting and unusual! There is a refer-
ence to some work done at the University 
of Wisconsin by a poultry geneticist, Dr. 
McGibbon. He reported a genetic con-
dition called “long filoplumes,” causing 
“filoplumes in the fluff area of the body 
that were one to 10 cm longer than the 
adjacent feathers.” He reported that this 
was an autosomal (not sex-linked) dom-
inant trait. It was also reported at the 
University of Connecticut at about the 
same time. That was back in the 1970s, 
and Dr. McGibbon has been deceased for 
a long time. This sounds very similar to 
what is in your pictures.

Thanks for sharing!

Thank you for the pictures! That is very 
interesting and unusual! There is a refer-
ence to some work done at the University 
of Wisconsin by a poultry geneticist, Dr. 
McGibbon. He reported a genetic con-
dition called “long filoplumes,” causing 
“filoplumes in the fluff area of the body 
that were one to 10 cm longer than the 
adjacent feathers.” He reported that this 
was an autosomal (not sex-linked) dom-
inant trait. It was also reported at the 
University of Connecticut at about the 
same time. That was back in the 1970s, 
and Dr. McGibbon has been deceased for 
a long time. This sounds very similar to 

Not Able to Regrow Feathers
The picture is from Lily-Rose, an Isa 

Brown hen. She's 37 months old and she 
seems like  she's having some kind of 
issue with molting. She lost her feathers 
before the winter of her first year, but 
they never grew up again. Since then, she 
sleeps inside our home so she doesn't get 
cold. We already supplemented her diet 
with extra protein, but her feathers simply 
don't grow. Some of them start to grow 
in the back of her neck, but they just fall 
out before completely growing.

She also has some laying problems, but 
I guess it's because she's an old Isa Brown 
hen. In the extremely rare occasions that 
she lays, her eggs are weird and the shell 
is always thin, although she eats balanced 
layer feed and oyster shell.

Do you have an idea what is the matter?
Thank you,

Renata Carvalho, Brazil
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Hi Renata,
Thanks for the pictures. The picture of 

the egg appears to be an extra shell mem-
brane over a previously formed egg. The 
egg was most likely nearly complete in 
the shell gland, and then reversed direc-
tion and was pushed back up into the isth-
mus of the oviduct. The membranes are 
formed in the isthmus, so when this egg 
arrived there, a new membrane formed 
over it. It must have passed back through 
the shell gland fairly quickly, or another 
shell would have been added.

Of course, the bigger question is why 
this might have happened, and that can't 
be explained so easily. There are muscular 
contractions that force the egg through 
the oviduct, and these contractions must 
have reversed direction for some reason. 
There could have been some temporary 
blockage, or possibly a physical trauma to 
the hen. It’s really difficult to know what 
might have happened.

As long as this doesn’t continue to hap-
pen, don't worry too much. If it continues, 
you might want to think about having the 
hen checked by a veterinarian.

The feathering on your hen is a little 

Thanks for the pictures. The picture of 
the egg appears to be an extra shell mem-
brane over a previously formed egg. The 
egg was most likely nearly complete in 
the shell gland, and then reversed direc-
tion and was pushed back up into the isth-
mus of the oviduct. The membranes are 
formed in the isthmus, so when this egg 
arrived there, a new membrane formed 
over it. It must have passed back through 
the shell gland fairly quickly, or another 

Of course, the bigger question is why 
this might have happened, and that can't 
be explained so easily. There are muscular 
contractions that force the egg through 
the oviduct, and these contractions must 
have reversed direction for some reason. 
There could have been some temporary 
blockage, or possibly a physical trauma to 
the hen. It’s really difficult to know what 

As long as this doesn’t continue to hap-
pen, don't worry too much. If it continues, 
you might want to think about having the 

The feathering on your hen is a little 

more difficult. Some would say it is not 
terribly unusual if a hen is in good egg 
production for that long. Hens that are 
laying well put their nutrients into eggs, 
and don’t usually grow new feathers. 
Seen from the other direction, hens that 
are molting and growing new feathers 
usually don’t lay. It does seem like a long 
time for this hen to stay in production, 
however, so there may be more to it.

She appears to be healthy in other 
aspects — nice, red comb and wattles, 
bright eyes, etc. Since you mentioned that 
her egg production is inconsistent, this 
might point to some chronic health prob-
lem that is causing the poor feathering, 
although you would expect she would 
show other signs of poor health. In hens 
of that age, some other problems occur 
somewhat frequently. Lymphoid Leu-
kosis is a viral disease that often affects 
hens that are a couple of years old and 
can cause internal tumors. Other cancers, 
especially of the ovary, occur somewhat 
commonly, too. Infections of the oviduct 
(salpingitis) can also occur. The incor-
rectly formed eggs might fit with one 
of these problems, too. It’s difficult to 

know if she might have something like 
this, simply by looking at a picture of her.

One option you could try would be to 
force her into molting. To do this, you’d 
need to have a light-tight room and keep 
her in total darkness for about 16 hours 
per day. Short day-lengths (eight hours 
per day) will usually cause hens to go out 
of production and molt. About two weeks 
of these short days should do it. Then you 
can increase the day lengths back to lon-
ger days. By the end of the two weeks, she 
should stop laying and be losing feathers. 
Within about a month, she should grow a 
new set of feathers. Certainly, this won’t 
be something everyone wants to try, but 
it would be an option.

There are a few other possibilities to 
check. External parasites could cause 
poor feathering. Look for mites or lice 
crawling on her skin, especially under the 
wings or around the vent area. Other hens 
might be pecking at the feathers, though 
you would have noticed that. She could be 
pecking at her own feathers, but then the 
feathers on the back of the head should 
not be affected.

Sorry, there isn't a clear answer to this! 
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Today as we were 
sitting on the porch, 

three of our chickens 
came close to us, laid 
down in the sun, and 

closed their eyes. 
– Joan Sands, 

North Carolina

Our grandson, Lukas, enjoying time in the chicken tractor with his favorite flock members. – Debbie, Abel, West Virginia

These two hens hang out with Brutus, our Blue Laced Red Wyandotte. He even 

joins them in the nest when they are laying. – Shakirah Hemstrom, Nebraska

These are my baby chicks... my momma 
“Lacy” is so proud! – Andrea Minor, Texas
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Backyard Poultry retains the right to publish and/or reproduce any and all photos submitted. 
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MAIL YOUR ENTRY TO: BACKYARD POULTRY, P.O. BOX 566, MEDFORD, WI 54451

To have your photos returned, please include a self-addressed stamped envelope. 

Here is a photo of our newest hatch.  Thought you might enjoy!   – Jenn Garcia, Texas

My new  
Barred Rocks.
– Melissa Munch, 
New York

This is Cotton Top whom we’ve had for six years. Her toes got frostbite the 
first winter before we insulated the chicken house. She’s part of our “yard art” 
crew. She rarely lays but in this photo she’s looking for another place to lay 
an egg besides her nest box. – Poppy Englehardt, Idaho

Maple and Piper and their flock.   
– Heather Roggenbuck, Minnesota

– Marietta Mallon, Maine
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Backyard Poultry Bookstore

$19.99
Now $13.99 — Save 30%

$19.99

By Carol amundson

How to Raise Goats

Whether you want to raise Whether you want to raise Whether you want to raise 
a dairy barn full of milkers, a dairy barn full of milkers, a dairy barn full of milkers, 
one hundred meat goats for one hundred meat goats for one hundred meat goats for 
market, a herd of Angoras market, a herd of Angoras market, a herd of Angoras 
for mohair fiber, or a few for mohair fiber, or a few for mohair fiber, or a few 
Pygmies as pets, this book is Pygmies as pets, this book is Pygmies as pets, this book is 
for you. for you. for you. 199 pages.

$19.99
Now $14.99 — Save 25%

$19.99

By Christine heinriChs

How to Raise Chickens

Whether you want to raise five Whether you want to raise five Whether you want to raise five 
chickens or 50, whether you chickens or 50, whether you chickens or 50, whether you 
have a 40-foot city lot or a 40-have a 40-foot city lot or a 40-have a 40-foot city lot or a 40-
acre farm, the expert advice in acre farm, the expert advice in acre farm, the expert advice in 
this hands-on guidebook makes it this hands-on guidebook makes it this hands-on guidebook makes it 
easy for you to get started raiseasy for you to get started raiseasy for you to get started rais-
ing a healthy flock.  ing a healthy flock.  ing a healthy flock.  208 pages.

SAVE
30%

SAVE
25%

$19.99
Now $14.99 — Save 25%

$19.99

By Christine heinriChs

How to Raise Poultry

Fowl expert Christine Heinrichs Fowl expert Christine Heinrichs Fowl expert Christine Heinrichs 
offers her seasoned advice in offers her seasoned advice in offers her seasoned advice in 
raising 14 different poultry raising 14 different poultry raising 14 different poultry 
species: chickens, ducks, emus, species: chickens, ducks, emus, species: chickens, ducks, emus, 
geese, swans, turkeys, guinea geese, swans, turkeys, guinea geese, swans, turkeys, guinea 
fowl, peacocks, pheasants, quail, fowl, peacocks, pheasants, quail, fowl, peacocks, pheasants, quail, 
partridge, pigeons, ostriches, partridge, pigeons, ostriches, partridge, pigeons, ostriches, 
and rheas.and rheas.and rheas. 175 pages.

einriChs

SAVE
25%

$24.99
Now $18.95 — Save 25%

$24.99$24.99$24.99

By Christinehristinehristine heinriChs

The Backyard Field  
Guide to Chickens

A guide for backyard chicken keepA guide for backyard chicken keepA guide for backyard chicken keep-
ers in search of chickens that best fit ers in search of chickens that best fit ers in search of chickens that best fit 
their needs. Each breed of chicken their needs. Each breed of chicken their needs. Each breed of chicken 
listed in the field guide is thoroughly listed in the field guide is thoroughly listed in the field guide is thoroughly 
described and is illustrated by color described and is illustrated by color described and is illustrated by color 
photos. The book tells you all about photos. The book tells you all about photos. The book tells you all about 
the bird, detailing each breed’s the bird, detailing each breed’s the bird, detailing each breed’s 
particular usefulness, adaptation to particular usefulness, adaptation to particular usefulness, adaptation to 
climate, coloration, number of eggs climate, coloration, number of eggs climate, coloration, number of eggs 
typically laid, foraging ability, temtypically laid, foraging ability, temtypically laid, foraging ability, tem-
perament, and unique qualities. perament, and unique qualities. perament, and unique qualities. 
There are fun facts about varieties There are fun facts about varieties There are fun facts about varieties 

of chickens, as well as information about color and comb va-of chickens, as well as information about color and comb va-of chickens, as well as information about color and comb va-
rieties, rare breeds, classification, and hybrids. rieties, rare breeds, classification, and hybrids. rieties, rare breeds, classification, and hybrids. 208 pages.

SAVE
25%

$24.95
Now $18.75 — Save 25%

$24.95$24.95$24.95

By Gail damerowamerowamerow

Chicken Health Handbook

A must-have reference for the A must-have reference for the A must-have reference for the 
small flock owner. Gail Dame-small flock owner. Gail Dame-small flock owner. Gail Dame-
row     provides a complete ref-row     provides a complete ref-row     provides a complete ref-
erence to answer the questions erence to answer the questions erence to answer the questions 
and resolve the problems of any and resolve the problems of any and resolve the problems of any 
chicken raiser from beginner to chicken raiser from beginner to chicken raiser from beginner to 
professional. Expert guidance professional. Expert guidance professional. Expert guidance 
on nutrition, reproductive issues, on nutrition, reproductive issues, on nutrition, reproductive issues, 
and a full range of health proband a full range of health proband a full range of health prob-
lems. 487 pages.

Chicken Health Handbook
SAVE
25%

$19.99
Now $14.99 — Save 25%

$19.99$19.99$19.99

By terry Blonderlonderlonder Golson

Farmstead Egg Guide & Cookbook

Expert advice on caring for Expert advice on caring for Expert advice on caring for 
your chickens, along with 100 your chickens, along with 100 your chickens, along with 100 
delicious and diverse recipes. delicious and diverse recipes. delicious and diverse recipes. 
You’ll notice a difference in your You’ll notice a difference in your You’ll notice a difference in your 
scrambled eggs, omelets, and scrambled eggs, omelets, and scrambled eggs, omelets, and 
quiches, as well as in savory quiches, as well as in savory quiches, as well as in savory 
and sweet soufflés, tarts, pud-and sweet soufflés, tarts, pud-and sweet soufflés, tarts, pud-
dings, and pies. This book will dings, and pies. This book will dings, and pies. This book will 
inspire you so that you have the inspire you so that you have the inspire you so that you have the 
freshest and best eggs on your freshest and best eggs on your freshest and best eggs on your 

table and, if you’re game, the experience of keeping hens table and, if you’re game, the experience of keeping hens table and, if you’re game, the experience of keeping hens 
in your backyard. 192 pages.

Farmstead Egg Guide & Cookbook
SAVE
25%
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Naturally Bug-Free

Protect yourself, your children, your pets, and your home from bugs — without using harsh or 
toxic chemicals! Herbalist Stephanie Tourles offers 75 simple recipes for safe, effective bug re-
pellents you can make at home from all-natural ingredients. For protection from mosquitoes, ticks, 
and other biting insects, there are sprays, balms, body oils, and tinctures, with scents ranging from 
eucalyptus to floral, lemon, vanilla, and woodsy spice. There are also recipes for pets, such as herbal 
shampoo, bedding formulas, and flea-and-tick collars and powders. 175 pages, $10.95

By stephanie l. tourles

By lisa steele

Gardening With Chickens

Welcome to a world where  
chickens and gardens coexist! Start 

by planning your garden and 
learning strategies and tips for  

keeping your plants safe while they 
grow. Then comes the fun part:  
enjoy the harvest, even let the  

chickens graze!
176 pages, $22.99

Don't Throw It, Grow It!
By deBorah peterson

Learn how common kitchen sta-
ples — pits, nuts, beans, seeds, 
and tubers — can be coaxed 

into lush, vibrant houseplants that 
are as attractive as they are fas-
cinating. In some cases the trans-

formation happens overnight!
153 pages, $10.95
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T he first time I saw my husband making his 
signature Caesar salad at a restaurant where 
we both worked, I was pretty impressed. Why? 

He wasn’t known to embrace cooking, yet here he was 
making this delicious salad right in front of the cus-
tomers. Frank’s Caesar salad became one of the most 
requested salads at the restaurant. It morphed into many 
variations, including this easy version.

What’s not to love about a piece of juicy grilled 
chicken atop a crunchy salad of Romaine lettuce, 
Parmigiano Reggiano, and homemade croutons? A 
meal in a bowl!

I'm sharing two dressing recipes for my chicken 
Caesar salad recipe. One is the classic recipe using 
raw egg, and the other uses mayonnaise as the binder. 
Either one is delicious and so much better for you than 
anything store bought.

First, let’s start with grilling the chicken.

WITH CLASSIC
OR PESTO DRESSING

Caesar Salad
Chicken

By Rita Heikenfeld

PLUS
HOMEMADE
CROUTONS
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SIMPLE GRILLED CHICKEN BREAST

I’ve learned how to cut a whole chicken and simply 
save the breasts for this chicken Caesar salad recipe. 
After skinning and boning, I cut each breast in half 
again. Sometimes I’ll pound the chicken out. That 
way, the chicken cooks evenly all the way through. 

Ingredients
1 boneless, skinless, chicken breast per person,
cut in half if necessary
Olive oil
Seasoning salt or kosher salt and freshly ground pepper

Instructions
Dry breasts with paper towels. If desired, pound out 

to flatten to even thickness.
Brush olive oil on both sides, then sprinkle seasoning 

salt and pepper again on both sides.
Heat grill to medium-high. Cook over direct heat, 

uncovered, four to six minutes per side. The internal 
temperature should be 165 degrees.

After breasts cool, slice on the diagonal.
To make a chicken Caesar salad, lay the sliced breasts 

on top of the prepared salad. One breast per person 
should be sufficient.

Grilled chicken.

Chicken breasts pounded out and seasoned.

Oven roasted croutons.

CROUTONS

These can be made a couple days ahead. Store covered 
at room temperature, or freeze up to three months. Make 
as little, or as much as you like.

Ingredients
Good quality Italian or French bread
Olive oil

Instructions
In the oven:
Preheat oven to 400 degrees.
Cut or tear bread into bite-size chunks.
Place in bowl and drizzle with just enough olive oil 

to coat. A little goes a long way. Err on the side of less, 
not more.

Pour onto a baking sheet in a single layer. Bake 10 
minutes or until golden brown, stirring once.

Under the broiler:
Quick and easy, but requires watching.
Place croutons on a baking sheet a couple inches from 

the broiler. Watch closely as they brown on the top.
Stir to expose the bottoms of the croutons and repeat 

until they are golden brown.
Broiled croutons seem to have a softer center than 

oven baked.

Tip: Try seasoning the breasts with lemon pepper 
along with the salt. This gives a citrus tang.
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CLASSIC CAESAR SALAD DRESSING

This is as close as I can get to my husband’s salad. (He 
doesn’t use a recipe.) Since we get fresh eggs daily from 
our flock, I have no problem with using raw egg.

Ingredients
1 large egg yolk
Up to 1 teaspoon anchovy paste or 2 to 4 oil-packed 

anchovy fillets, drained
2 cloves garlic
3 to 4 tablespoons red wine vinegar
Couple dashes Worcestershire sauce
1/4 teaspoon dry mustard or up to 1 teaspoon Dijon 

mustard
1/2 cup olive oil
Salt and pepper to taste
4 oz. shredded Parmigiano Reggiano cheese (save for 

sprinkling on top of salad)

Instructions
Place everything but oil, salt, pepper, and cheese into 

a blender or food processor. Purée.
With machine running, slowly add oil and blend well.
Add salt and pepper to taste.
Can be made two days ahead with egg included, or one 

week ahead minus the egg. Just blend the egg in right 
before serving.

Tip: Don’t like to use raw egg yolk? Substitute one 
tablespoon or so of real mayonnaise.

PESTO-LACED
CAESAR SALAD DRESSING

This is one of our favorites and makes good use of my 
homemade pesto. Store-bought pesto works well, too.

Ingredients
4 oz. Parmigiano-Reggiano cheese
1/2 cup mayonnaise made with olive oil or your favorite 

mayonnaise
1/3 cup pesto or more to taste
2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice
1 teaspoon Dijon mustard
2 teaspoons minced garlic
Up to 1 teaspoon anchovy paste, or up to 2 oil-packed 

anchovies, drained (optional but good)
Worcestershire sauce to taste
Freshly ground pepper to taste
Up to 1/4 cup water

Instructions
Shred enough cheese to make 1/4 cup. Shred rest of 

cheese and set aside.
Combine 1/4 cup cheese, mayonnaise, pesto, lemon 

juice, mustard, garlic, anchovy paste, Worcestershire, and 
pepper with a whisk, blender, or food processor.

Add enough water to thin dressing out to your taste.
Adjust taste and add more of any ingredient if necessary.
Keeps in the refrigerator, covered, up to a week or so.

Raw eggs should not be used in food prepared 
for pregnant women, babies, young children, or 
anyone whose health is compromised.

WHO SHOULD NOT EAT RAW EGGS?

One-half teaspoon of anchovy paste 

equals two anchovy fillets from a tin. 

The paste is slightly saltier. Once opened, 

store in the refrigerator, up to two months.

Whole Anchovies vs. PasteWhole Anchovies vs. Paste
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TO ASSEMBLE THE CHICKEN CAESAR SALAD

Put Romaine lettuce in large bowl. Romaine is the preferred lettuce because 
of its sturdy structure.

Add enough dressing just to coat. Don't overdo on the dressing.
Depending on how much lettuce you have, you may wind up with extra 

dressing, which can be refrigerated.
Divide salad among plates. Sprinkle with cheese. Lay sliced chicken on top, 

add croutons, sprinkle with more cheese and drizzle with a little more dressing. 

RITA HEIKENFELD comes from a family of wise women in tune with nature. She 
is a certified modern herbalist, culinary educator, author, and national media 
personality. Most important, she is a wife, mom, and grandma. Rita lives on a little 
patch of heaven overlooking the East Fork River in Clermont County, Ohio. She is 
a former adjunct professor at the University of Cincinnati, where she developed a 
comprehensive herbal course. 

abouteating.com  • column: rita@communitypress.com

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

For those of you who won’t touch an anchovy, guess what one of the ingredi-
ents in Worcestershire sauce is? If you guessed anchovies, you guessed correctly.

Change it Up!
Not a fan of grilled chicken? Substitute a fried chicken recipe or a 

roast chicken recipe. Even deli-roasted or poached chicken is yummy. 
You just can’t go wrong with this chicken Caesar salad recipe!

SURPRISE INGREDIENT IN WORCESTERSHIRE SAUCE
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tipped cutting teeth (taking 360 “bites” 
per second) to reduce any stump 
to a pile of woodchips. Grinds stumps 
below ground level so they are 
gone forever!
FASTER, SAFER AND EASIER than 
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J ust in time for Fourth of July, it's fun to consider adding 
some truly American chicken breeds to your flock. These 
breeds are the backbone of a hardy, productive flock. 

They are good egg layers with high levels of production. They 
can endure the tough weather we often get in this country. And 
many have unique features, such as hawk-coloring to avoid 
predator detection. Nothing fancy, only purpose, for these 
breeds whose history, in many cases, goes back to our founding 
fathers and helped to bring about a growing nation.

By Pam Freeman
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AMERAUCANA
Developed in the 1970s and first admitted to the 

American Poultry Standard in 1984, this breed is 
perhaps the most confused by consumers since many 
hatcheries mistakenly sell their Easter Eggers as Am-
eraucanas. True Ameraucanas are beautiful birds with 
muffs and a well-feathered body that lay blue/green 
eggs long into the season.

Class: All Other Standard Breeds
Origin: United States
Comb Type: Pea
Colors: Black, Blue, Blue Wheaten, Brown Red, 
Buff, Silver, Wheaten, White
Standard Size: 5.5 Pounds (Hen) 6.5 Pounds 
(Rooster)
Egg Color: Blue/Green
Egg Size: Large
Production: 3+ Eggs Per Week
Hardiness: Very Cold Hardy
Disposition: Docile, Active, Friendly

Digital Spotlight: countrysidenetwork.com/daily/
poultry/chickens-101/ameraucana-chicken-breed-of-
the-month/

Photo C
red

it: Lisa Steele

Photo C
red

it: Pam
 Freem
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BUCKEYE
Developed in Ohio and named for the state tree be-

cause their color is comparable to the mahogany in a 
buckeye nut, the Buckeye is the only breed developed 
solely by a woman. They also hold the distinction of 
being the only pea-combed breed developed in the 
United States. Buckeyes are winter hardy, good lay-
ers and make good backyard pets with their friendly 
personalities.

Class: American
Origin: United States
Comb Type: Pea
Color: Mahogany Red
Standard Size: 6.5 Pounds (Hen) 9 Pounds 
(Rooster)
Egg Color: Brown
Egg Size: Medium
Production: 3 to 4 Eggs Per Week
Hardiness: Very Cold Hardy
Disposition: Friendly, Sociable

Digital Spotlight: countrysidenetwork.com/daily/
poultry/chickens-101/buckeye-chickens-all-ameri-
can-breed/
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DELAWARE
Named for the state where it was developed, the Del-

aware chicken was once a staple of the broiler industry. 
This is a friendly, dual-purpose bird that can be used 
for eggs or meat. Interestingly, female Delawares may 
be mated with male New Hampshire or Rhode Island 
Reds and the resulting chicks are sex-linked and able 
to be sexed according to their color.

Class: American
Origin: United States
Comb Type: Single
Color: White with Incomplete Black Barring
Standard Size: 6.5 Pounds (Hen) 8.5 Pounds 
(Rooster)
Egg Color: Brown
Egg Size: Large
Production: 4 to 5 Eggs Per Week
Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy
Disposition: Calm

Digital Spotlight: countrysidenetwork.com/daily/
poultry/chickens-101/delaware-chicken-breed-spot-
light/

DOMINIQUE
This is thought to be the oldest American breed, one 

of the first breed of chickens established in America. 
Dominiques were replaced in popularity by the Barred 
Rock. The two breeds look similar with a barred color 
pattern that's referred to as hawk-coloring, meaning it 
confuses aerial predators. Dominiques nearly became 
extinct, but are regaining in numbers.

Class: American
Origin: United States
Comb Type: Rose
Color: Black and White Barred
Standard Size: 5 Pounds (Hen) 7 Pounds (Rooster)
Egg Color: Brown
Egg Size: Medium
Production: 3 to 4 Eggs Per Week
Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy
Disposition: Calm, Gentle, Good Forager

Digital Spotlight: countrysidenetwork.com/daily/
poultry/chickens-101/the-delightful-dominique-chicken/
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JERSEY GIANT
As its name implies, make sure you have room to 

house your Jersey Giants, known to be one of the 
largest chicken breeds. Also as the name implies, this 
breed was developed in New Jersey. This is a slowly 
maturing bird with beautiful black feathers that be-
come iridescent in the sun.

Class: American
Origin: United States
Comb Type: Single
Colors: Black, White
Standard Size: 10 Pounds (Hen) 13 Pounds 
(Rooster)
Egg Color: Brown
Egg Size: Large
Production: 3 to 4 Eggs Per Week
Hardiness: Cold Hardy
Disposition: Calm, Gentle

Digital Spotlight: countrysidenetwork.com/daily/
poultry/chickens-101/the-jersey-giant-chicken-an-
outstanding-heritage-meat-breed/
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NEW HAMPSHIRE
This is a great family-friendly bird that's named for 

the state where it was developed. Many confuse this 
breed with the Rhode Island Red, which makes sense 
because it was originally developed from Rhode Island 
Red stock. This is a dual-purpose bird that matures 
early and consistently lays brown eggs.

Class: American
Origin: United States
Comb Type: Single
Color: Red
Standard Size: 6.5 Pounds (Hen) 8.5 Pounds 
(Rooster)
Egg Color: Brown
Egg Size: Large
Production: 4 to 5 Eggs Per Week
Hardiness: Cold and Heat Tolerant
Disposition: Calm, Friendly

Digital Spotlight: countrysidenetwork.com/daily/
poultry/chickens-101/new-hampshire-chicken-breed-
of-the-month/
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PLYMOUTH ROCK
Plymouth Rocks are said to have been developed 

in Massachusetts after the Civil War and were named 
for one of the state’s most famous landmarks. Plym-
outh Rocks are one of the most popular dual-purpose 
birds for backyard chicken keepers. They are friendly, 
cold-hardy birds that bear confinement but are happi-
est when free ranging.

Class: American
Origin: United States
Comb Type: Single
Popular Colors: Barred, Black, Blue, Buff, Colum-
bian, Partridge, Silver Penciled, and White
Standard Size: 7.5 Pounds (Hen) 9.5 Pounds 
(Rooster)
Egg Color: Brown
Egg Size: Large
Production: 4 to 5 Eggs Per Week
Hardiness: Cold Hardy
Disposition: Especially Docile

Digital Spotlight: countrysidenetwork.com/daily/
poultry/chickens-101/plymouth-barred-rock-chick-
ens-the-original-heirloom-chicken-breed/

RHODE ISLAND RED
Rhode Island Reds were developed in the 1800s 

and the breed was named after the state where it was 
developed. This breed holds the distinction of being 
Rhode Island's state bird. This is a utility breed that can 
be used for eggs and meat. It is considered a superior 
bird for backyard flocks.

Class: American
Origin: United States
Comb Type: Single
Color: Red
Standard Size: 6.5 Pounds (Hen) 8.5 Pounds 
(Rooster)
Egg Color: Brown
Egg Size: Large to Extra Large
Production: 5+ Eggs Per Week
Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy
Disposition: Docile

Digital Spotlight: countrysidenetwork.com/daily/
poultry/chickens-101/rhode-island-red-chicken-no-
vember-breed-of-the-month-fp/
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WYANDOTTE
Wyandottes were developed in New York 

and Wisconsin and named after the Native 
American Wendat tribe. The family's parent 
variety is the Silver Laced Wyandotte. From 
there, many color variations have been bred, 
some recognized by the American Poultry 
Association, others not. This is a hardy, 
all-around useful chicken that graces many 
backyard flocks across America.

Class: American
Origin: United States
Comb Type: Rose
Popular Colors: Silver Laced, Golden 
Laced, White, Black, Partridge, Silver 
Penciled, Columbian, and Blue
Standard Size: 6.5 Pounds (Hen) 8.5 
Pounds (Rooster)
Egg Color: Brown
Egg Size: Large
Production: 4 to 5 Eggs Per Week
Hardiness: Cold Hardy
Disposition: Calm

Digital Spotlight: countrysidenetwork.
com/daily/poultry/chickens-101/wyandotte-
chicken-june-breed-of-the-month/ 

PAM FREEMAN is the editor of Backyard Poultry and Countryside magazines. She is 
the author of Backyard Chickens: Beyond the Basics (Voyageur Press, 2017). She and her 
family keep a backyard flock of hens for eggs and a guard rooster. In her spare time, Pam 
enjoys bird watching plus herb and perennial gardening with local wildlife in mind. Pam 
shares her experiences on her blog at pamsbackyardchickens.com. 

facebook.com/pamsbackyardchickens 

enjoys bird watching plus herb and perennial gardening with local wildlife in mind. Pam 
shares her experiences on her blog at pamsbackyardchickens.com. 

facebook.com/pamsbackyardchickens  instagram.com/pamsbackyardchickens
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By Susie Kearley

W hen Helen Redfern moved from the city to the 
countryside, she started keeping ducks, then 
chickens. The ducks insisted on sleeping outdoors 

rather than in a coop and were taken by foxes at night. This 
left Helen with her chickens and a lingering question: Will a 
broody hen adopt ducklings?

"I moved to rural Cambridgeshire, UK, six years ago," 
explained Helen. "I'd previously lived in London, then Buck-
inghamshire, with a garden the size of a postage stamp. So 
our new home with land, a pond, and three ducks in a small 
farming village was daunting! The previous owners didn't 
want to take the ducks away from their pond, so we adopted 

A BROODY HEN & HER DUCKLINGS 
PROVIDE INSPIRATION

them. They'd kept chickens too, and that inspired us to get 
chickens."

"We bought six hybrid hens, which supposedly lay eggs all 
year round, although, in reality, some of ours have stopped 
laying. I've now got some pure breeds as well. The numbers 
grew because I kept buying more chickens. I thought I'd just 
get another six, and then another six, and it became a bit of 
an addiction. One day I woke up and had 24 chickens! So 
we progressed very quickly, from a small chicken run and 
coop to an electric fence surrounding an orchard, where the 
chickens now roam."
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Broody Hens 
"My first broody hen was Hermione. We've never had a 

cockerel so I got fertilized eggs from someone I knew on 
Twitter. Wincey was the next hen to go broody. She's a hybrid 
hen who's not supposed to go broody because they stop laying, 
but she keeps getting broody anyway!"

"The first eggs, Hermione's batch, hatched as hens and a 
Cream Legbar cockerel. When Wincey first became broody 
in 2016, I got her chicken eggs from eBay and she hatched 
three boys and one girl. We gave all the boys away and kept 
all the females."

 The Story of the Ducks
"After losing our ducks to foxes twice, we decided to get 

baby ducklings, so we could train them to go into the house 
at night. First, we bought four ducklings and kept them in a 
cage indoors. Crikey, they stank! We trained them to go into 
their house and finally I could go to bed at night and not worry 
about the ducks on the pond."

"It was all going so well and then sadly, we lost one duck 
to a surprise fox attack in the daytime, which is rare. We lost 
two more in early 2017 — they died in their sleep, leaving 
just one duck, DuckFace, who is still going strong. She 
started to socialize with the chickens, but she needed some 
duck friends."

"So when Wincey became broody again in 2017 I thought, 
will a broody hen adopt ducklings? Wincey started clucking, 
quietly at first, and then it became more pronounced and she 
wouldn't move from the nesting box, so I bought some duck 

eggs on eBay for her to sit on. They arrived in the post and 
I placed them in her nest and wondered how she'd behave 
when they hatched."

"Now a chicken's incubation period is three weeks and 
ducks are four weeks, but Wincey was brilliant. She did the 
full four weeks and would come off the nest for 20 minutes 
every day, and then sit on the eggs again. I'd pamper her, 
giving her water, and watery foods like grapes."

A Protective Mom
It was the moment of truth: will a broody hen adopt duck-

lings? In Wincey's case, it was a resounding yes!
"At first, Wincey was very protective of the ducklings she'd 

hatched," explained Helen, "She'd had chicks the year before 
and if I went near the chicks she'd fly at me, even though 
normally she's docile and scared. As a mother though, she can 
be quite ferocious. She was just as protective of the ducklings 
as she was with the chicks a year earlier."

"I'd read about other people who'd given their chickens duck 
eggs and the mothers were really panicked when the ducks 
first went for a swim, but Wincey wasn't bothered by this. I 
put a little dish of water down and they'd play in the water. 
When they'd finished they'd go under her wings to warm up."

"They were about three or four months old when they 
eventually separated from Wincey. She had been sleeping 
in the duck house with her ducklings, but she left the duck 
house when one of her male ducklings started trying to mate 
with her. Having decided that she wasn't standing for any of 
this nonsense, she went to sleep in the hen house instead. She 
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still clucked to tell the youngsters there was food for them in 
the morning, and that continued for a while."

Can Chickens and Ducks Live Together?
Helen's birds share the garden and seem to enjoy each oth-

er's company, but at night they go into different shelters. Her 
chicken coop has raised perches for the hens, whereas the ducks 
sleep on the floor of the duck house. It's best to have different 
accommodations for the two birds who have different needs.

Duck Eggs vs. Chicken Eggs
Duck eggs are larger than chicken eggs. They stay fresher for 

longer, have a richer flavor and may contain more omega three. 
Some people with allergies to chicken eggs can eat duck eggs.

They've Changed My Life!
"The chickens and ducks have changed my life!" said Helen. 

"They've got me outdoors, appreciating nature. I used to have a 
tiny garden but did no gardening. It just didn't appeal. I didn't 
notice the seasons changing, only whether it was windy or 
raining. Now, even though it's winter, the goat willow buds are 
getting thicker and snowdrops are starting to appear. I wouldn't 
have noticed that before. It's made me slow down, take interest 
in nature and the seasons, and see what's around me, just because 
I'm outside with the chickens and the ducks."

"It's been a fascinating journey. We've planted over 100 trees 
since we've moved here — lots of small trees and some bigger 
ones like apple, damson, and pear trees. I've made jam from 
the fruit, sloe gin, sloe vodka, and chutneys. I've always made 
cakes, but I've got more seasonal with my cooking and baking."

"I post images of my chickens, ducks, and seasonal cook-
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Jumbo French 
Guineas, Bantam 

Silkies, Muscovy Duck, & 
Khaki Campbell Ducks

Bantam silkies are 
excellent sitters with a 
gentle nature that make 

excellent pets.

Guineas are fast growing, suitable for 
backyard growers who want to control ticks 

and for those who would want to use them as 
a meat bird.

The Muscovy is fast growing and a 
great range duck with a lean meat that is 

desired by many restaurants.

J.M. Hatchery
178 Lowry Road 

New Holland, PA 17557
717-354-5950 

www.jmhatchery.com

To order Muscovy and Khaki Campbell 
ducklings call Fifth Day Farm at 
717-917-6729 or order online at

www.freedomrangerhatchery.com

“To order bantam silkies, call Blue Banty 
Farm at 717-917-6729 or order online at 

www.jmhatchery.com”

ing on Instagram, where I have over 
16,000 followers who seem to love my 
updates. I film the ducks every morn-
ing — they're so happy to be alive, it's 
quite inspiring really. The chickens get 
filmed too, but they're more laid back 
and chilled. I now have 12 chickens in 
total and six ducks.

"Moving to the country, rearing 
chickens and ducks, has affected my 
interests and passions. I now enjoy 
photography, filming, and creating 
non-fiction. I've become passionate 
about telling stories of the seasons and 
telling people about the antics of my 
ducks and chickens in my daily Insta-
gram posts."

"It's a snowball effect, but if you peel 
everything away, it all comes back to the 
chickens and the ducks. I was writing 
before I moved here — I had a novel on 
the go, which would never see the light 
of day. I was doing book reviews too, 
but now I'm writing about life and it's 
just given me confidence in my abili-
ties. Looking after the birds has given 
me confidence in other parts of my life 

SUSIE KEARLEY is a freelance writer 
and journalist who lives in Great Britain 
along with two young guinea pigs and an 
aging husband! In Britain she has been 
published in Your Chickens, Cage and 
Aviary Birds, Small Furry Pets, and Kitchen 
Garden magazine. 

facebook.com/susie.kearley.writer
twitter.com/susiekearley

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

too. I felt daunted by the idea of getting 
chickens, but I made myself do it, and it 
turned out well, so that gave me a boost 
to try other things."

"Now I see myself as a seasonal 
storyteller, which comes out in my 
photography and filming. I take lots 
of video clips in the morning and then 
put them together into an edited version 
and upload them to Instagram and other 
social media. That creativity, interaction 
with the chickens and ducks, and the 
fresh air ... it sets me up for the day. 
The varied weather just makes it more 
interesting!" 

FIND HELEN ONLINE
www.abookishbaker.com

 www.instagram.com/abookishbaker
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By Erin Phillips

RAINWATER CHICKEN
WATERING SYSTEM

T here are many options for building a chicken watering system. A search 
on DIY or homemade chicken waterers turns up loads of pictures and 
plans. While there is no absolute best waterer for chickens, you’ll need 

to decide which aspects of a chicken watering system are important to you. On 
our farm, this was two-fold.

Water collection — We don’t have access to municipal water at the back 
of our property where the birds reside so the system had to collect rainwater.

Efficiency — We have 200 chickens which consume a lot of water; minimiz-
ing the time and labor involved in getting all that water to the birds was essential.

Once we established our goals, we set about designing a collection system 
on the back of our workshop and an automatic chicken watering system in the 
coop. First, let’s look at some things to consider for a chicken watering system.
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PLANNING FOR YOUR CHICKEN 
WATERING SYSTEM

Do you want a system for just collection or one that's fully 
automated? If you have a small flock, perhaps you enjoy the 
interaction you have with your birds. In this case, maybe you 
simply need a way to collect and store water. If you have a large 
flock or have other commitments that occupy your time, then 
you might consider some degree of automation in your chicken 
watering system.

Your next consideration is how much water your birds use. 
The key word here is "use" because not only do your birds drink 
their water, but there’s bound to be some spillage and dirty water 
you have to dump. Observe how much water you are actually 
going through, keep notes, and when in doubt round up! When 
thinking through this step, be sure to think about dry spells too. 
They may not happen regularly in your area but if you don’t 
anticipate them you may find yourself hauling water from 
another source. This is also a good time to plan ahead. If you 
think your flock may grow in the future, your chicken watering 
system should either be sized accordingly or designed so that 
expansion is simply adding on to the system you’ve already 
built. We chose the latter.

What is your source of water? For most people this is rain-
water; this article will focus on collecting it.

How are you going to collect water and more importantly, 
where are you going to store it? Naturally, you’ll want both 
collection and storage to be as close to the coop as practical. If 
you plan on running water lines into the coop, will these lines 
be buried? If you are in an area that regularly sees freezing 
temperatures, you should be worried about frozen lines. We 
choose to winterize our system during January and February, 
the cost and difficulty of keeping our system fully functional 
during those months outweighed the benefit.

Determining the location of your water storage is important 
because it impacts your materials list. For example, if you can 
elevate your water storage, gravity can work for you delivering 

the water into the coop. This can save money and complexity 
by eliminating the need for a pump. If gravity is not an option 
and you desire to pump water into your coop, you are going to 
need electricity. We were lucky to have electricity available at 
our site; that is not the case for our duck house.

Enter solar. For our duck house, we are building a system 
that runs a 12-volt pump instead of one that runs on household 
current. This saves money by eliminating some necessary 
equipment to convert the electricity from DC to AC.

Lastly, maintenance is a consideration. As the complexity 
ramps up so does the likelihood that things will break. Periodic 
cleaning should be a part of your chicken watering system. As 
we discuss our system, we will point out some areas that have 
caused us trouble in the past. Learn from our mistakes. 

OUR CHICKEN WATERING SYSTEM
Our chicken coop is situated next to a 24 x 32-foot workshop. 

Both have a metal roof and the coop is about the same size as the 
workshop. Either roof would have supplied more than enough 
water for our chicken watering system. We chose the workshop 
because power was readily available, and the gutters flowed in 
the direction we needed.

We estimated a single, 250-gallon IBC tote would be adequate 
for our rainwater harvesting needs although we can expand if 
necessary. We scrounged a container and some free railroad ties 
to support the container, pump, and a few other pieces to the 
system. If you use IBC totes for water storage, make sure they 
weren’t used to store hazardous chemicals in their former life.

Using the railroad ties, we created a base for the container. We 
disconnected the existing downspouts on the workshop gutters 
and installed 4-inch PVC pipe to channel the water into the tank. 
It doesn’t take much rain to collect 250 gallons of water from 
the workshop roof, so we realized early on that we needed to 
do something with the excess. We tied an overflow pipe into 
the existing drains that lead to a nearby stream. Problem solved.

We connected the front and back gutters on the workshop, 
placing the IBC tote between them.

When we get too much rain, this overflow allows it to 
drain into a nearby creek.
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MAINTENANCE
Maintenance is an important con-

sideration. Periodically we completely 
drain the collection tank and those in the 
coop to clean them of sediment and any 
algae. Our turnover rate is fairly high so 
we rarely need to worry about algae; how-
ever, algae needs sunlight to survive so 
make sure the storage tanks are protected 
from the sun. To drain the collection tank, 
we simply open the water faucet and let 
the water run into the yard. We drain the 
water tanks in the coop through a clear 
tube connected to the lowest point of each 
tank. Normally these hang vertically next 
to the tanks to show us the water level 
inside each.  When we want to drain a 
tank, we lower the hose to the ground 
and gravity does the rest. You could also 
simply remove a few nipples from each 
tank and let the water drain. 

This little pump house keeps the pump dry and warm.

Although our workshop is at a higher 
elevation than the coop, it wasn’t high 
enough to have a gravity-fed system. We 
also wanted to use the water for cleaning 
and irrigating our garden, so a pump was 
a necessary addition for us.

We purchased the required plumbing 
pieces to connect the water pump to the 
container, then wired it up. The pump is 
housed in a small box with a 40-watt light 
bulb that keeps it from freezing in win-
ter. In the summer, we remove the bulb.

We also purchased an expansion tank, 
check valve, and pressure switch — 
items used in well-water systems. These 
additional pieces meant we could fill the 
waterers in the coop or irrigate the garden 
without first having to go to the tank to 
turn on the pump. For us, the modest 
up-front cost was worth the convenience.

We used black polyurethane, buried 
several feet in the ground, to get water 
into the coop. Once inside the coop, the 
line feeds water into three separate water 
tanks. We used six-inch PVC pipe to build 
the U-shaped tanks, each calculated to 
hold about nine gallons of water.

Even with 200 chickens, these three 
tanks provide several days reserve, a nice 
feature to have. We use chicken nipples 
on our waterers spaced about eight inches 
apart. The system works well, save for 
a stuck nipple which can drain a tank 
quickly.

Inside, a 40-watt bulb supplies just enough heat to keep 
the pump from freezing.

ERIN PHILLIPS lives on a small farm with 
her family, where they raise chickens and 
ducks.  She also grows fruit, vegetables 
and herbs, which she makes into 
homemade products like jams, pickles, 
sauces, infused vinegars and fresh bread. 
She has been writing for Countryside 
since 2015.

instagram.com/phillipsfarmbatavia
www.phillipsfarmbatavia.com

www.phillipsfarmbatavia.blogspot.com
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The expansion tank is housed below the pump house. Each of these U-shaped tanks holds about nine 
gallons of water.

Even our ducks have learned how to use the nipples to get water.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
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How to Get 
Rid of Mice 

and Rats in the 
Coop Naturally

By Jeremy Chartier

H ow can we get rid of mice naturally, without using 
dangerous rodenticides? It’s a challenge keeping our 
chickens healthy already, and we really could do with-

out the complication of disease-carrying pests like mice, rats, 
and pest insects. There are some valid and legitimate reasons 
why backyard chicken keepers prefer to shy away from rodent 
bait, so let’s look at some natural ways to get rid of mice and 
rats without the use of chemicals.

Signs of Activity
Before we assume that we have a rodent issue, we should talk 

about how to identify signs of rodent activity. There are the ap-
parent giveaways, like rodent droppings or seeing a mouse or rat 
scurrying about, but there are more subtle things to look for too.

Nibbles
Chew marks may be a little obvious, but it is a sign common-

ly overlooked. Look for chew marks on the bottom of doors, 
door jams, feeders, feed bags, and feed containers. Rodents 
can squeeze through some pretty tight holes, but if they can’t, 
they’ll make the hole bigger so they can.

Grease Marks
Grease marks or grease trails look like smudge trails along 

floors, walls, and other surfaces. These trails are the result of 
rodents marking their path so they can find their way to spots 
they frequent. If you see grease marks or trails, it’s safe to as-
sume you have some heavy, or at least daily rodent traffic there.

Reduce the Attraction
Mice and rats are attracted to food and shelter. Rats and mice 

like to keep close to food sources. If they can find both food 
and shelter in your barn, then they’ll move in. You can reduce 
the attraction by securing stored feed in steel containers and 
reducing spillage or feed from your feeders. Removing the food 
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source alone is not going to repel rats and 
mice, but it will reduce the attraction.

Birds naturally want to toss grain side 
to side when they eat, which causes the 
feed to fall to the ground. You can avoid 
this by suspending your feeders with 
chain from the ceiling of your coop and 
hanging your feeder so that the lip of 
the trough is equal to the height of your 
shortest bird’s back. Raising the height of 
feeders like this makes birds reach into 
the feeder and denies them the ability to 
toss feed without denying them access 
to food.

Access Denied
Reducing the attraction is a massive 

step in evicting rodents from the barn, 
but denying them access is another sig-
nificant step. If you have doorways with 
large gaps, use boards to trim the door 
jam. Consider adding a door sweep if 
applicable, or reinforcing door edges with 
steel angle iron.

If you find holes you can seal, my 
favorite trick is steel wool and expand-
ing foam. Rodents don’t like chewing 
steel wool, and the foam will hold it all 
together so they can’t grab and pull the 
steel wool out. I took this trick from the 
playbook of an experienced pest control 
guy, and it’s pretty reliable. Be sure to 
layer your steel wool and foam for best 
results.

Get Rid of Mice Naturally
Mice and rats have all day to figure out 

new ways to get into your barn, coop, or 
home. Don’t be surprised if they keep 
finding new ways to invade your space. 
If they do, it’s time to start thinning the 
population.

Snap Traps
Mechanical mouse and rat traps have 

their place, but not all are created equal. 
The tried and true snap traps that come to 
mind when speaking about mouse traps 
have been around since the mid-1800s, 
but they have known pitfalls. For our use 
on the farm, they will work, but you better 
keep them out of reach of livestock, pets, 
children, and even yourself. As we all 
know, accidentally stepping on a mouse-
trap is non-habit forming.

Repeating Traps
There are less invasive traps that don’t 

include a dangerous mechanism. Repeat-

Foam and steel wool comes in handy when 
trying to keep rodents out.

A homemade water trap is an effective and cheap way to get rid of mice.

ing traps are baited boxes with a revolving 
door of sorts. Mice and rats can enter at 
will, but can’t get out. If you’re looking 
for the have-a-hart equivalent, this is 
about as close as you’ll get.

Water Traps
YouTube is a treasure trove of ideas, 

and this is a grand example. An impres-
sively effective trap can be built at home 
with the run of the mill parts, pieces, 
and tools.

On a five-gallon pail, poke holes on 
either side about one to two inches below 
the lip to accommodate a coat hanger, 
or better yet, a wooden dowel, piece of 
copper water pipe, or some steel fuel 
line. These will serve as an axle for an 
old peanut butter jar to spin on.

Once you set up the jar on an axle, add 
peanut butter to the outside of the jar to 
attract the mice. Then fill the bucket half 
full of water and add a ramp so mice can 
reach the top. The last time I used this 
trap I caught three mice a night for about 
as many days. It’s surprisingly effective.

Cats as Predators
Other natural pest-controlling meth-

ods  farmers have used for generations 
include barn cats. Of course, not all cats 
are natural mousers, but some grow into 
it. One of my cats loves to hunt, and the 
other only chases kibble, so I get mixed 
results. If you do have a mouser, be sure to 

worm your cats regularly and talk to your 
vet about health precautions for your cat.

Dogs for Rat Control
For the larger end of the pestilence 

spectrum, there are rat-hunting dogs 
that love to go to ground and hunt our 
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rats. Terriers of all sorts do a great job 
of controlling rats, but it’s a vast under-
taking to train them correctly, and it can 
be dangerous work for the dog. Research 
them thoroughly and talk to experienced 
handlers before getting into ratters, be-
cause it’s probably a little more than most 
people are willing to undertake.

Snakes and Rodents
Many snakes are attracted to easy prey, 

and rodents tend to be easy prey. If you 
have an unusually high snake populous, 
removing the attraction of an easy rodent 
meal will make them go in search of 
greener pastures. So if you're looking to 
reduce your local snake population, you 

can count rodent control as part of your 
snake control plan.

Skip the Bait, or Not?
I always suggest that people try to get 

rid of mice naturally first, mainly because 
most people have pets or children at home 
that may find the rodent bait. It’s an un-
necessary risk in my eyes.

If you’ve tried these tips with no suc-
cess, then it might be time to bring in a 
pro who will have locking bait stations 
to deploy. If you do decide to use rodent 
bait yourself, educate yourself on the 
best practices of rodent baiting, such as 
stationary bait blocks and one-feeding 
kill products. 



www.countrysidenetwork.com        59June/July 2018



60 Backyard Poultry

MAINTAIN A HEALTHY DIGESTIVE SYSTEM
HOW TO HELP YOUR CHICKENS

By Jeremy Chartier

K nowing some basic chicken digestive system facts 
can make us better stewards of our feathered friends. 
Chickens don’t eat or digest in the same way we do, and 

they require some different things to maintain a healthy digestive 
system. Let’s look at some common issues found in a chicken’s 
digestive system, and I’ll give you a few facts you can apply to 
your flock's feeding plan.
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WHERE ARE THE TEETH?
As many of you may know, chickens 

don’t eat the same as mammals. Being 
a prey animal, they’ve got some handy 
features to their digestive system. One 
big difference between chickens and 
mammals is that chickens don’t chew. 
Mastication (crushing of food) is handled 
inside the digestive tract without teeth, 
which is why chickens don’t have teeth.

CHICKEN DIGESTIVE 
SYSTEM FACTS

Chickens still need to grind up their 
food, and since they don’t have teeth, 
they have a special muscular pouch in 
their digestive system called a crop. This 
muscular pouch is where all their food 
goes to be squeezed and ground up before 
moving on down the track. Since muscle 
is not harder than the food it’s grinding, 
chickens swallow little stones and hard 
bits to store inside their crop, and these 
small stones and hard bits act as teeth to 
grind the feed down.

GRIT FOR CHICKENS
If your chickens free range or have 

access to a dirt pen, they’ll find things 
to add to their crop all by themselves, 
however, if your birds don’t have access 
to the ground, adding grit for chickens 
is a good idea. Chicken grit is typically 
granite chips, and you should know that 
there are different sizes for different ages. 
Chick grit and layer grit are two different 
sizes, so be sure to grab the appropriate 
size for your flock.

IDENTIFYING ISSUES
Sometimes sick chicken symptoms can 

be brought on or exasperated by digestive 
issues. Some birds may fail to gain weight 
if they don’t have access to enough food, 
the right food, or there is an underlying 
health issue making it difficult for them 
to process or absorb the food.

MALNUTRITION VS. BREED TYPE
Not all chickens get big, and not all 

chickens “fill out.” For instance, any 
Leghorn that stands next to a Cochin will 
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look emaciated in comparison. If there is 
a bird that looks skinnier or feels lighter 
in comparison to a bird of the same breed, 
there may be cause for concern. Every 
bird will differ, but a vast rift between 
bird weights within the same breed may 
be indicative of a health issue.

WORMS
Intestinal parasites are an ever-present 

issue for the flock that has access to the 
ground. Intestinal worms use their poultry 
host to live and reproduce and may not 
cause the bird excessive harm. Once the 
population of these worms inside the bird 
hits a tipping point, however, the bird’s 
decline can be rapid.

Intestinal worms are one of those less 
glamorous chicken digestive system facts 
that we as chicken keepers need to keep 
in mind. These parasites inside the di-
gestive tract suck nutrients from the bird 
and deny it the ability to absorb what it’s 
eaten. Chickens can have worms without 
showing symptoms, so be sure to worm 
your birds regularly.

WHEN TO DEWORM
Deworming chickens regularly is an 

important part of keeping them healthy. 
At a minimum, it’s advisable to worm 
your birds every fall and spring. If you 
notice evidence of worm infestation, such 
as diarrhea or even see worm-like crea-
tures in your bird’s stool, it’s a good time 
to do something about it. Many experts 
suggest worming birds up to every three 
months, but to many backyard keepers, 
it’s a bit much to ask. Some people have 
found success with adding diatomaceous 
earth to  their birds’ feed, but there is 
an inhalation hazard associated with it, 
which keeps me from trying it myself.

HOW TO DEWORM
Deworming chickens is quite easy. 

There are multiple products available 
to us as poultry keepers, and it’s wise to 
switch it up to avoid creating a resistant 
populous of worms. There are products 
like piperazine that you dose your birds’ 
water with, and there are products like 
fenbendazole which are added to your 
birds’   feed. In either case, follow the 
product's directions for use carefully.

WHAT TO DO WHILE 
DEWORMING

Do not eat the eggs your birds lay 
while treating them. All eggs you collect 

while you’re medicating your birds with 
a deworming agent should be discarded. 
Don’t feed them to other animals. Discard 
all eggs from the day you start treatment 
until at least 10 days after the end of 
treatment. This is known as a withdrawal 
period. When treating birds, pay close 
attention to prescribed withdrawal times, 
and be sure that the product is approved 
for poultry use.

AFTER DEWORMING
After deworming, be sure to clean out 

your coop and thoroughly sanitize it. 
Once all the bedding, dirt, and manure is 
removed, be sure to disinfect it for good 
measure. I prefer using Virkon S, which 
is some serious stuff designed for poultry. 
Be sure to wet down your barn and equip-
ment with your chosen disinfectant and 
let it dry. Allowing a disinfectant to dry 
gives it the surface contact time it needs 
to do its job.

COCCIDIOSIS
Coccidiosis is a serious issue, especial-

ly in chicks. Coccidiosis is a single-cell 
parasite that infiltrates the cell wall of a 
chicken’s intestine. This critter, known 
as a protozoan parasite, makes its way 
into an individual intestine wall cell and 
begins duplicating itself. Eventually, that 
cell bursts and dies, and all the new pro-
tozoa each find a new cell to call home.

This chain reaction will continue until 
the intestine wall is hemorrhaging blood. 
Most birds infected with coccidiosis, 
especially chicks, die of anemia. Bloody 
stool, sick chicks, and mortality are 
common signs of a coccidiosis infection 
in a flock.

COCCIDIOSIS IN CHICKS
Coccidiosis is especially deadly to 

young chicks. If you’ve had an issue 
in the past, or you don’t believe your 
biosecurity is all that stringent, use a 
medicated chick feed. Most people think 
that medicated chick feed has antibiotics 
in it, which is incorrect.

The medication used  in medicated 
chick feed is an anti-coccidiostat, such 
as Amprolium. An anti-coccidiostat is a 
medication that holds coccidiosis at bay, 
giving the chick the opportunity to grow 
and build an immunity to coccidiosis. If 
you decide to use medicated chick feed, 
you must start with medicated feed and 
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Chickens still need to 
grind up their food, 
and since they don’t 
have teeth, they have 
a special muscular 
pouch in their 
digestive system called 
a crop. This muscular 
pouch is where all 
their food goes to be 
squeezed and ground 
up before moving on 
down the track.
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feed medicated feed exclusively until 
the recommended change in feed for 
your type of bird. Don’t switch between 
medicated and non-medicated feeds 
with chicks, otherwise, they’ll be left 
unprotected.

COCCIDIOSIS INOCULATIONS
Today we have a new way to combat 

coccidiosis in chicks. Many hatcheries of-
fer a vaccination for coccidiosis, which is 
an inoculation spray. As chicks are pack-
aged for shipment, they are sprayed with a 
fluid carrying coccidia oocysts (coccidia 
eggs). As the birds preen, they ingest the 
coccidia eggs and infect themselves.

The trick here is that the coccidia 
they’re ingesting is a compromised vari-
ety that will populate the chick’s gut, but 
is not strong enough to cause a massive 
infection as  normal coccidia can. This 
reduced strain of coccidia helps chicks 
build a natural immunity to coccidiosis. 
If you buy chicks that all have been in-
oculated with this treatment, don’t use a 

medicated chick feed. Using a medicated 
chick feed will reverse the entire effect 
and wipe out the modified coccidia.

HARDWARE DISEASE
Hardware disease is less of an illness 

and more of an injury. All birds can ingest 
things they think are food but are really 
something they shouldn’t be eating. Nails 
and screws are a perfect example. I had 
a turkey I was raising for Thanksgiving 
swallow a framing nail and live without 
issue. I didn’t know it had swallowed a 
nail until we processed it. Upon inspect-
ing the crop, there was a nail sticking 
clear out of the muscle.

The turkey thrived despite the injury, 
but not all birds will be as fortunate. If 
that turkey had fallen wrong, that nail 
could have punctured something else, 
caused an infection and he could have 
died of septicemia (infection of the 
blood). Avoid leaving nails, screws, tacks, 
and any other hardware laying about 
where birds can find them. 

Medicated chick starter, contrary to 
popular belief, has an anti-coccidiostat for 
medication, not antibiotics.
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T he history of chickens and other domestic species of 
poultry has long been an integral part of our American 
history. From the earliest colonists arriving on sailing 

ships, frontier settlers, and pet chickens at the White House, we 
as Americans have always loved poultry.

From the earliest days at Plimoth Plantation to the colonial era, 
chickens and other fowl were repeatedly mentioned. Red Dorking 
fowl were kept by the Pilgrims at Plimoth. Years later, written 
records from Colonial Williamsburg would indicate that some 
breeds we call heritage chicken breeds today, including Dorkings, 
Dominiques, and Hamburgs were common. Fancy breeds such 
as Polish, Silkies, and Nankin bantams were also kept by the 
wealthier citizens.

Roosters and rooster behavior were admired by the early citizens. 
Fighting cocks were admired for their bravery and willingness 
to defend their flocks and territory. To many, they symbolized a 
firm, fighting resolve to stand up to all enemies. Roosters became 
popular themes for folk art during the formative years of the new 
nation. So admired was the rooster, it lost by only two legislative 
votes, to the Bald eagle, as our national symbol. Other facts about 
roosters that many frontier people admired were their refusal to 
back down from a fight when challenged, and their willingness to 
take on seemingly any enemy, no matter the size.

On a sadder note in our history, African slaves were often barred 
by law from owning larger livestock. Chickens were one of the 
few animals that African slaves could own in Colonial America. 
George Washington even forbade his slaves to own ducks or geese 
at Mount Vernon. It was feared that any livestock of any significant 
economic value could be sold by the slaves and provide them with 
money to escape or somehow gain their freedom. Working with 
what they had, slaves were often allowed to market their chickens 
and were able to use them to a small economic advantage.

While most people consider it very cruel today, cockfighting was 
one of the most popular sports in early America. By some accounts, 

By Doug Ottinger

Poultry
Blips

American
History

from



www.countrysidenetwork.com        65June/July 2018

it was only exceeded in popularity by 
horse racing. Cockfighting was popular 
in the colonies, as well as with later fron-
tier settlers. A surprising number of our 
founding fathers, as well as later states-
men who lived on the frontier during their 
formative years, were great fans of, and 
often involved in, cockfighting. Abraham 
Lincoln was one of these. He enjoyed the 
sport  very much and was well-known 
as a cockfight referee. It is said that he 
received the moniker, Honest Abe, of his 
strict honesty when officiating.

Cockfights were no small event. They 
were generally announced several weeks 
in advance, in both frontier newspapers 
and posted bills. Participants and ob-
servers would come from 30 or 40 miles 
around to participate and watch. The 
matches were generally held at inns or 
taverns and were hosted by the innkeep-
ers. The owners made money on food, 
drink,  and lodging during the events. 
Large social events, heavy gambling took 
place at the fights. Large amounts of cash 
would often change hands during a two 
or three-day match. The tavern and inn-
keepers also acted as book-makers during 
the events and received a cut of the posted 
bets. One of the most interesting things 
about the fighting birds and breeding 
stock was the value placed upon them. 
During this period, utility fowl were often 
left to forage for themselves and driven 
into orchards or groves at night to roost in 
the trees. Gamefowl, however, might be 
kept in coops, barns, or even in a room of 
a frontier cabin or home. A good fighting 
rooster could mean actual cash money at 
a match, and cash could be hard to come 
by on the frontier.

Chickens were also loved as pets. In 
1862, Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia 
received a shipment of live chickens for 

food. It seems that one little black hen 
managed to escape. Stories differ on 
where she hid for the night. Some ver-
sions claim she roosted in a tree above 
Lee’s tent. Another version claims the 
little hen took shelter inside the flap of 
the tent. In any event, Lee, who came 
from a family of poultry keepers, took a 
liking to the little hen, keeping her as a 
pet. She traveled with him during many 
military campaigns for the next couple of 
years. Named Nellie by the general, she 
reportedly provided him with many eggs 
for breakfast during their stay together. 
According to several history notes, the 
hen was nowhere to be found when Lee's 
army was preparing to retreat from Get-
tysburg. A mad scramble ensued to find 
her. Alas, she was finally found, safe and 
secure, hiding in the corner of one of the 
supply wagons.

While not connected with the history of 
chickens, there was also another barnyard 
bird that became a celebrity-of-sorts, 
during the Civil War. In October of 1863, 
President Abraham Lincoln signed a 
proclamation to make the final Thursday 
of November a day of Thanksgiving and 
Praise. In commemoration of the event, 
a private citizen gave the first family a 
live turkey, to be slaughtered and roasted 
for their private meal on the given day. 
Tad, Lincoln’s 10 year old son, took a 
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liking to the turkey. Naming it Jack, he 
treated it as a pet and the turkey began 
following him around the grounds of the 
White House. One day, Tad learned of 
the bird’s fate. Distraught, he ran inside 
and interrupted an important meeting 
that his father was having with several 
high-ranking senators. According to 
the story, Lincoln stopped what he was 
doing to listen to his son. When Tad had 
finished, his father took a pen and wrote 
out a reprieve of execution for the turkey. 
He handed the slip of paper to the boy, 
who promptly delivered it to the White 
House cook. The first presidential turkey 
pardon in United States history.

This was not the only poultry species 
to take up residence at 1600 Pennsylvania 
Avenue. Grover Cleveland raised Shawl 
Neck game chickens while in office. 
Theodore Roosevelt’s children had a 
one-legged rooster for a pet, as well as a 
spotted hen named Baron Spreckle. Years 
later, movie actress, Marie Dressler, 
would give Calvin and Grace Coolidge 
a white goose as a pet. Eventually, the 
goose disappeared from the White House, 
the official story being that someone left 
a door open and the large fatted fowl sim-
ply flew off, never to be seen again. Yes, 
America has had a large love affair with 
barnyard and backyard fowl throughout 
the years. 



Backyard Poultry66

By Kenny Coogan

The Evolution of Poultry Farming in America

T he evolution of the chicken in-
dustry over the past century has 
simply been an extraordinary 

demonstration of the power of science to 
transform our daily lives,” says Emelyn 
Rude, a food writer. Large-scale and 
backyard poultry farming seem to oscil-
late every couple of generations. Over the 
years, everyone from the Italian mob, P.T. 
Barnum, Uncle Sam, and Home Owner's 
Associations (HOA) have had something 
to say about chickens. Rude adds that 
“Regardless of how you personally view 
the industrialization of the chicken indus-
try, there is no denying that the humble 
chicken today is the most technologically 
advanced thing that we eat.”

Backyard Chickens
It all started in the backyard … and in 

the basements of apartments and any-
where else you could keep a flock. Chick-
en keeping was tremendously popular in 
the 1800s as there were no such things as 
specialized chicken farms. Rude says that 
most people raised their own birds wher-
ever they lived, in both the country and in 
the city. Having access to fresh eggs and 
meat was crucial because of the lack of 
refrigeration which wasn’t invented until 
the early 20th century. Productive hens 
were considered those that lay between 
80 to 150 eggs a year.

As the cities became more populated, 
the attitude toward raising chickens 
changed.

“The New York City government un-
dertook extensive campaigns to remove 
some of the poultry farms from the city 
because of health concerns, but they 
largely failed because of their popularity,” 
Rude adds.

FROM BACKYARDS
to FACTORY FARMS

“
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A man with a chicken at Florida State Fair, Tampa, Florida in 1925. Courtesy, Tampa-
Hillsborough County Public Library System.

proprietor, which long predates his career 
as a circus promoter, was always looking 
for ways to bring people to his museum. 
In addition to poultry shows, Barnum 
held the first national dog show and most 
famously, baby competitions. One of his 
poultry shows had 8,000 chickens gath-
ered on one floor of the museum. People 

cherished the birds for their form, color, 
and behavior.

“To add further interest and humor, 
there was sheet music published with the 
title,  Barnum's National Grand Poultry 
Show Polka,” Saint-Pierre says. “Polka 
as a form of dance became very popular 
in this country in the mid-1800s. Coupled 

In November of 1849, backyard chick-
en enthusiasts gathered at the Quincy 
Market in Boston, Massachusetts, for 
the first poultry show in North America. 
John C. Bennett, a physician, and creator 
of several chicken breeds helped adver-
tise the show when he wrote a letter to 
the editor of the Boston Cultivator. He 
said that perfect samples of full-blooded 
domestic fowls will be exhibited includ-
ing Golden Pheasants, Plymouth Rocks, 
Shanghaes, Yankee Games, Cochin 
Chinas, Fawn-Colored Dorkings, Great 
Malays, Pearl White Dorkings, Great 
Javas, English Ravens, Wild Indian, and 
Bavarians.

Bennett said in the letter, “These com-
prise some of the most handsome and best 
fowl in the world.” He encouraged com-
petitors and judges to come to the show. 
Surpassing expectations, 219 exhibitors 
showed 1,400 birds. However, this show 
and others kept ending with no clear win-
ners as there were no judging guidelines.

Show Time
In 1854, P.T. Barnum staged a National 

Poultry Show at his American Museum.
“Yes, indeed Mr. Barnum was inter-

ested in poultry,” Adrienne Saint-Pierre, 
Curator of The Barnum Museum says. 
“We find that he had an interest in al-
most everything.”

Barnum, the President of the Fairfield 
County Agricultural Society, was elected 
to the Connecticut State Legislature and 
served on the Agricultural Committee. 
Saint-Pierre says Barnum, as a museum 

It all started in the 
backyard … and in the 
basements of apartments 
and anywhere else you 
could keep a flock. 
Chicken keeping was 
tremendously popular 
in the 1800s as there 
were no such things 
as specialized chicken 
farms.
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with the expansion of publishing in the 
19th century, sheet music became a very 
popular, affordable addition to home en-
tertainment in the Victorian era.”

In 1874, the  American Standard of 
Perfection was adopted by the recently 
formed American Poultry Association, 
creating the first poultry standard in 

North America. John Monaco, President 
of the American Poultry Association, says 
that the original standard had 46 breeds 
and multiple varieties. It was 102 pages 
compared to the current standard that is 
around 400 pages.

The New York State fair in 1908 started 
showing poultry. According to the current 
show organizer, John Pierce, at its peak, 
8,000 birds were shown. Today, about 
2,000 birds are shown over two rotations. 
Back then, the birds were mostly shown 
by string men and not the people who 
raised them. String men farmed the birds 
out and showed every breed and category 
they could. For each breed, they would 
show two cocks, two hens, two pullets, 
and two cockerels. Their livelihood was 
showing and winning in as many cate-
gories as possible. They would also sell 
many of the birds after the show. Pierce 
says that the biggest and best poultry 
shows were held at Madison Square 
Garden, Boston, and the New York State 
Fair, with exhibitors sporting tuxedoes.

Mobs and Flocks
Around this time and through the 

1920s, the Italian mob were acting as 

A chicken market at 55 Hester Street, 
Manhattan in 1937. Photo from The New 
York Public Library.

goons for a host of kosher chicken king-
pins who ran the distribution and slaugh-
ter of chickens in New York City. Rude 
says that this started for a whole host of 
factors, most importantly the huge influx 
of Jewish immigrants.

Rude adds that kosher chicken was 
one of the most violent rackets in New 
York City history with many chicken 
dealers getting murdered. With an influx 
of Jewish immigrants, there was an in-
creased demand for kosher chicken. The 
police could not keep up with the rising 
population, and immigrants didn’t fully 
understand the laws and standards and 
therefore were easy to extort.

“So it was this perfect storm to create a 
really violent chicken market. There were 
bombings,” Rude says. “People would 
kidnap kosher slaughterers. Drive-by 
shootings of their competitors. All to get 
more profits on chicken.”

These chickens and those that were 
kept in the backyard were given the bare 
necessities. How to clean a chicken coop 
and other essential questions were not 
given much thought. “There was spe-
cialized chicken feed that many farmers 
purchased, often consisting of corn or 
other grains,” Rude explains. “Besides 
that, it was mainly kitchen scraps or 
whatever insects and plants the chickens 
could peck up from the yard.”

The Rise of the Broiler Industry
In 1918, a government poster read, 

“Uncle Sam Expects You To Keep Hens 
and Raise Chickens.” A flock of 400 birds 
at that time was considered very large, 
with most farmers keeping a handful to 
a dozen. According to the ASPCA, nearly 
all meat chickens are raised indoors in 
large sheds containing 20,000 chickens 
or more today. Back then, chicken meat 
was a delicacy and birds were butchered 
in the fall since many would die in the 
winter because of a lack of vitamin D. 
When researchers created vitamin D sup-
plements in the early 1920s, a small rev-
olution of poultry farming began. What 
to feed chickens to keep them healthy 
wasn’t a large issue anymore.

Although chickens have been classified 
by their function — egg-laying, meat, 
or dual-purpose — since the ancient 
Greeks, Rude adds that we didn't get the 
hyper-differentiation of broilers until the 
meat bird industry of the 1920s.
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One of the falls of backyard poultry 
farming may be traced to 1923 at the 
home of Celia Steele, a housewife living 
on the Delmarva Peninsula. “The legend 
is that she received 500 chicks from 
her hatchery instead of the 50 she had 
ordered, and instead of returning them, 
decided to raise and sell them all,” Rude 
says. “Her profits on this first batch of 
birds were tremendous, so the next year 
she doubled her hatchery man's mistake, 
and doubled it again, and again until she 
was up to 20,000 birds on her property. 
Her neighbors saw Celia's success and 

followed suit, making the Delmarva 
Peninsula the birthplace of the industrial 
chicken industry.”

The combination of advances in veter-
inary technology, breeding and chicken 
feed, the mild climate of Delmarva, 
and its prime location to chicken eating 
markets, allowed this region to become 
the center of the broiler industry. Birds 
started being raised in caged systems. 
Mortality of the birds dropped to a record 
of five percent and quality hens were 
laying up to 250 eggs a year. People 
cherished the birds for their ability to 
grow fast and cheap.

During the Great Depression, those 
lucky enough to raise chickens on their 
homestead would utilize every part of the 
chicken. The feet would be used to make 
stock, the gizzard would be a delicacy, 
and the feathers would be stuffed into 
bedding. And the evolution of poultry 
farming began to favor factories rather 
than backyard farms.

Following the Great Depression, those 
with land were encouraged to grow Vic-
tory Gardens to help support the troops. 
The government now starts to promote 
homesteading, including raising your 
own chickens. And the ebb and flow of 
poultry farming tried to go back to back-
yard chickens.
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"In a community where all houses look 
identical and the lawns are perfect, chickens 
are a hard sell," Delphine Geraci.

Chicken Meat Soars Off Shelves
In the 1950s and 1960s, chicken 

stopped becoming a delicacy but rather 
cheap, commercialized, easy-to-come-by 
food. The chicken nugget was invented 
and housewives and chefs no longer had 
to spend the time butchering and dress-
ing their own chickens. Chicken became 
packaged and prepared. The farm and 
fork became separated. With government 
campaigns advertising the reduction of 
red meat, chicken was now considered 
meat and sold everywhere.

Poultry farming evolved the most 
during this time. Improvement in pro-
duction resulted in lower labor require-

ments which made the price of eggs and 
meat unfathomably cheap. Many  fami-
ly-owned poultry farms went bankrupt. 
Home refrigeration was invented and 
allowed produce and chicken to be stored 
at home for much longer. Companies 
bought large industrial farms and flock 
sizes grew into tens of thousands.

HOA’s Squawk at Chicken Keeping
Up through the 1990s, factory farming 

had gotten so big that consumers started 
becoming wary. Animal welfare was 
brought to the attention of consumers 
and a trend of eating locally, organical-
ly, and naturally, increased. Individuals 
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wanted to know where their food came 
from. Backyard poultry started becoming 
more favorable again, with some munic-
ipalities, neighbors, and Home Owner's 
Associations fighting back.

Delphine Geraci, of Tampa Florida, 
sadly had to get rid of her backyard flock. 
“They provided hours of entertaining fun 
for the kiddos and I loved hearing their 
gentle clucks when gardening,” Geraci 
recalls. “Even though there is a trend of 
going back to having backyard chickens, 
in many communities like mine, they are 
being discouraged. In our case, the HOA 
wrote new rules. In a community where 
all houses look identical and the lawns are 
perfect, chickens are a hard sell.”

She adds, “Eggs come from the su-
permarket and fertilizer and pesticides 
come from the garden center. There is 
no need for chickens. I would argue that 
we are making a backward step in evo-
lution when we disallow liberty gardens 
and raising chickens. But more voices 
are speaking up to encourage backyard 
self-sufficiency. We just need to make 
our voices louder.”

Throughout the past 160 years, con-
sumers and poultry farmers have changed 
the way we keep, eat, and care for chick-
ens. The 19th-century fancier valued the 
beauty of the various breeds. Today, many 
laymen value low prices more.

As a chicken lover, farmer, and con-
sumer of chicken goods you decide the 
next step in the evolution of poultry 
farming. 

Keeping your flock happy and  
healthy for over 20 years.
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Keeping your flock happy and  
healthy for over 20 years.
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TO KEEP YOUR CHICKENS HAPPY 
WHEN YOU'RE ON VACATION

By Cherie Dawn Haas

O wning chickens brings many rewards: the satisfaction 
of caring for animals, the bonding it creates among 
our families, and of course, the eggs and meat that 

provide us with a natural food source. Along with it also comes 
challenges, such as how to go about caring for, watering, and 
feeding chickens while away on vacation or business.

When Michelle and Ben Dreyer started building their family 
of farm animals (not to mention adding to their family with a 
baby girl last year), they didn’t intend on being away very often. 
They had opportunities to travel more than expected, howev-
er, and so they had to come up with a solution to an obvious 
problem: how to take a trip when they had chickens and other 
animals at home.

Ben, in particular, felt uneasy at first when it came to leaving 
their flock.

“He worried a great deal about leaving our animals in the care 
of anyone other than himself in the beginning,” Michelle said. 
“He had people come to our house and go through ‘training,’ 
he wrote lists, and showed them where everything was. You 
need people to feel prepared when taking care of your chickens 

and any animals.”
“It’s easy to take things for granted,” Michelle says. “List-

ing out who gets fed what and when, and labeling all of your 
food containers helps to make it easier for the person who’s 
farm-sitting.”

But now that they’ve begun to have a vacation routine, things 
have gotten smoother.

“I definitely feel more at ease now, after having left them in 
the care of another person multiple times,” Ben said.

They’ve also found ways to make it easier for their sitter by 
prepping some things before they hit the road, such as cleaning 
the bedding. This way, during shorter trips, the sitter only needs 
to feed the chickens (and other animals) and collect the eggs.

The Dreyers often rely on nearby family to help when it comes 
to feeding their chickens while away, but have also tapped into 
the local community.

“We’ve made friends who have common interests in animals,” 
Michelle says. “We went to a class offered by the 4-H extension 
office for small/hobby poultry farmers and met others there. It 
was a great way to network with other people who have common 

10 Ways
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The Dreyers originally started their flock with six chickens, grew it to a dozen, and have since 
lost a few to predators. They now have eight chickens, a favorite of which is a Barred Rock hen.

In addition to chickens, the Dreyers keep 
a few ducks, a couple of goats, have two 
dogs, and a cat.

interests. There have been times when 
someone from the community was able 
to come over just for one night to put the 
chickens up or to feed them. We know 
each other’s routines and so we’re able 
to help each other out if the family is not 
available. I think it’s important to get to 
know people who do the same thing, so 
you can help each other.”

One thing is for sure: Having a small 
group of farm animals has enriched their 
lives, as Ben tells us. “Homesteading 
gives me a sense of pride. With our little 
farm, we are able to help provide for our 
family and friends. We are hoping to 
expand to others as we continue to grow."

“Also, working on the farm helps with 
living a healthier lifestyle,” he adds. “Not 
only because of the organic byproducts 
of the animals and garden but because of 

the physical labor required. I love that my 
daughter will grow up learning about hard 
work and self-sufficiency. And mostly, for 
me, having a little farm is a stress relief. 
Besides spending time with my family, 
there is nothing better than going outside, 
getting fresh air, and spending time with 
the animals.”

So How Long Can Chickens 
Be Left Alone?

It’s easy for some to assume that chick-
ens can fend for themselves as long as 
they need to, but remember that they’re 

The Dreyers have also 
found ways to make it 
easier for their sitter 
by prepping some 
things before they 
hit the road, such as 
cleaning the bedding. 
This way, during 
shorter trips, the sitter 
only needs to feed the 
chickens (and other 
animals) and collect 
the eggs.

not wild birds. If they’ve always relied 
on you for food and water then you need 
to continue feeding chickens while away 
and provide these essentials — including 
relative safety — to your flock. The lack 
of any of these three things can mean an 
untimely ending for your chickens.

The best option, even if you’re gone for 
just a few days, is to follow the example 
above and have someone visit your farm 
daily to give the chickens fresh water and 
food and to collect their eggs from the 
nesting boxes.
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1. Make sure they continue to have 
plenty of clean water. Use a small plastic 
pond or get an additional waterer (or two) 
that’s larger than what they normally need 
on a daily basis.

2. If it’s during extremely cold weath-
er, either keep their water inside the 
coop (if you have a larger space where 
it won’t freeze) or buy something like a 
heater base where you can set the water 
container(s).

3. When it comes to feeding chickens 
while away, provide them with extra 
food by setting out an additional chicken 
feeder (or more) — they should have too 
much rather than not enough.

4. If you have someone coming to care 
for your chickens while on vacation, have 
extra bags of feed so your chicken sitter 
doesn’t run out while you’re gone.

5. Give your chickens a flock block 
to peck on; this is a tasty treat and keeps 
them busy.

6. Make sure they have plenty of space 
so that your chickens don’t feel crowded, 
which can cause negative behaviors, such 
as pecking each other. Educate yourself 
and your sitter on how to stop chickens 
from pecking on each other.

7. Set up a live video camera. This way 
you can check on them as you wish and 
if you see something that needs attention 
you can ask a neighbor or nearby friend 
to visit and address it.

8. Add an electric or solar motion 
sensor light to your coop area to spook 
potential predators.

9. Post the basic instructions in a lami-
nated sheet on the coop door. Include the 
location of fresh water, special instruc-
tions for giving the chickens “extras” 
such as oyster shells for calcium, and 
your cell phone number.

10. Watering and feeding chickens 
while away is crucial, but cleanliness is 
also a priority. Just prior to going away, 
give your coop a good cleaning and 
replace the bedding so your flock has a 
fresh home. 
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We support strong females. Purina layer feeds include our exclusive 
Oyster Strong™ System, packed with good stuff, like our unique blend  
of oyster shell and key vitamins and minerals for strong shells and strong 
bodies. Visit OysterStrong.com to learn more.
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Mobile Chicken Coop Benefits

W hen my family first brought chickens into our lives, 
a mobile chicken coop had not yet entered our plans. 
We talked to our neighbors, researched chickens, 

and then took the plunge and brought home six Leghorns from 
a local store. Our birds are contained within a high fence to 
protect them from our Plott hounds, Hazel and Dangit Rusty. 
It took our chickens only a few months to eat all of their grass 
within their protected 10 x 20-foot area.

Our chickens provide us with entertainment, they educate our 
city-dwelling friends and their children, and they provide us 
with healthy eggs that make up a big part of our diet. Because 
we’re responsible for them and they do so much for us, we’re 
motivated to take excellent care of them, and that includes 
keeping them happy. So as their treasured grass turned to a 
bare spot of earth, we began researching mobile chicken coops.

We wanted something affordable and easy to put together, so 
after sketching out a design, we chose to use one and a half-inch 
PVC pipes for our 8 x 10 x 2-foot structure. We then covered 
it with chicken fencing wire and used plastic pull ties to attach 
the wire to the PVC. My husband created a small door on one 
side. When it’s time for our girls to use what we now call the 

“coopa-cabana,” we line the mobile chicken coop door with 
their fence door, and they parade right inside.

We then carry the coop, which is light enough for one per-
son to drag to a grassy, clover-filled area away from our dogs, 
often into our vineyard so the chickens can eat bugs that feast 
on our vine leaves and grapes. We usually do this on sunny 
days after the chickens have laid their eggs. We keep them in 
the mobile chicken coop for about an hour, then return them 
to the main coop.

Of course, ours isn’t the only way or reason to build a mobile 
run, so I visited with Janet Tobler, manager of the Orchard Park 
Urban Farm Project, to learn more about her setup. Janet’s 32 
birds live on a one-acre city block, where a friend created a 
mobile chicken coop based on chicken tractor designs. “It’s 
a nice design, and it’s simple,” Janet said. They built several 
more coops based on the original because it was such a great 
concept. “Ours is an 8 x 8 square made of six-inch high wood 
planks. We attached cattle fencing to one side, then arched it 
over to the other side, creating a dome, and that’s basically it. 
There’s chicken wire to fill in the areas where needed, and I 
built a door out of wood on the side.”

By Cherie Dawn Haas
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This particular model has a strap on 
one side so that a single person can put 
the strap around her/his waist and pull 
the coop to a fresh spot using only her/his 
body weight. “With our mobile chicken 
coops, you’re basically the tractor,” Janet 
said. “It’s heavy but it drags. You could 
put two wheels on the back of it if you 
wanted to. Our tractors are pretty big for 
being tractor coops. I think the height is 
just determined by the arch of the cattle 
fencing.”

Some of these mobile chicken coops 
are insulated with plastic for winter use, 
and the others are covered only with 
a tarp to provide shade. The chickens 
choose which coop to use based on the 
weather and they naturally gravitate to the 
one that makes the most sense for them. 
These coops have an open design where 
the chickens can come and go throughout 
the day and roost on the roosting bars at 
night.

Practicality is the reason behind the 
mobile chicken coops at Orchard Park 
Urban Farm Project. “The coops can be 
easily moved,” Janet said. “The idea is 
that when the chickens are in the coop, 
they create a lot of manure and if you’re 
constantly moving the coop around then 
the manure is going to different places 
to fertilize the whole area. It’s a good 
method. You can move it every five days 
or so; every time you feel like it needs 
to be cleaned you can just move it to a 
cleaner area. It’s good if you have a small 
garden.”

We wanted something 
affordable and easy to 
put together, so after 
sketching out a design, 
we chose to use one 
and a half-inch PVC 
pipes for our 8 x 10 x 
2-foot structure.
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1. Provides a healthy variety of bugs when moved to fresh grass.

2. Provides a natural fertilizer for your ground.

3. Protects the grass by keeping any one area from losing ground cover.

Three Benefits of Using a Mobile 
Chicken Run & Coop

This design, as well as the PVC and 
chicken wire design that my family used, 
is low-maintenance.

“I have a staple gun and that’s all I 
need,” Janet said. “I go around the coops 
every once in a while and make sure the 
chicken wire is secure because they some-
how make it come off, so it needs to be 
stapled back. I also change the plastic as 
it wears down and needs to be replaced.”

For our own coop, the only mainte-
nance so far has involved adding PVC 
glue to some of the joints to keep them 
from popping loose.

Out of curiosity, I asked Janet about 
the pros and cons of the mobile coop 
concept. “I can only think of pros,” she 
said. “By moving this thing around, 
you’re fertilizing your own land with your 
chickens. It’s natural fertilizer and a full 
circle method.” 
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Just like wildlife, domestic livestock can become endangered and ex-
tinct. The Dutch Hookbill and Aylesbury ducks are both currently list-
ed as "Critical" by The Livestock Conservancy. Consider adding these 
unique birds to your homestead to help save a heritage breed. Both 
breeds are docile and offer unique white or blue-green eggs.

DUTCH HOOKBILL
& AYLESBURY

Critical Duck Breeds
Aylesbury ducks enjoy quiet areas.
Courtesy of Kim Mower.

By Kenny Coogan
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DUTCH HOOKBILL DUCKS
Nearly 20 years ago, I had been raising 

English Call and Indian Runner ducks 
for a few years. I was ready to branch 
out. With poultry magazines stacking up 
during the winter months, I had plenty 
of sources to choose from. As a teenager 
beginning the poultry show circuit, I had 
an idea. Why not raise rare breeds to 
improve my chances of winning a variety 
or class? Then I would be one step closer 
to show champion. I considered Cayuga 
ducks and Ancona ducks for their size. I 
then learned that Dave Holderread, author 
of Storey’s Guide to Raising Ducks, had 
just imported some rare ducks and was 
making his ducklings available for sale. 
The unique appearance of the Dutch 
Hookbill and their ability to lay white 
or blue-green eggs intrigued me. The 
other factor was that each duckling was 
only two or three dollars more than the 
other catalogs that were selling common 
backyard duck breeds.

I placed my order and in the spring 
received a peeping box of dusky and 
white-bibbed dusky Dutch Hookbills. I 
raised them for a few months and took 
them to a show. I learned that day that 
because they are rare, there is no standard 
and hence they cannot compete against 
the other ducks or other poultry. My 
13-year-old self learned an important, and 
in retrospect, funny lesson that day. Even 
though the ducks are not able to compete, 
showing rare breeds at the county or 
state fairs, or at poultry shows, is a great 
way to inform the public about heritage 
breeds. Add signs, informational posters, 
or business cards near the show cages to 
promote your business and the breed.

Dutch Hookbill ducks originated back 
in the 1600s in the Netherlands. Their 
hooked bills may have been bred for 
hunters to easily distinguish them from 
the wild waterfowl. They are excellent 
foragers and back then were expected to 
forage for a majority of their diet. This 
makes them an excellent addition to any 
homestead. If duck egg color is of interest 
to you, their tinted blue-green eggs will 
not disappoint. They will lay between 100 
to 225 eggs a year. The breed declined in 
the 20th century because the market for 

duck eggs was declining and because of 
the polluted waterways. By 1980, the 
ducks were nearly extinct. The Dutch 
collected the last 15 birds and started a 
conservation breeding program in the 
Netherlands. Holderread imported them 
to the United States in 2000. Holderread 
recommends them for their practical 
qualities and unique appearance. A half 
dozen breeders are listed on The Live-
stock Conservancy breeders page. Colin 

Davis of Apricot Valley Waterfowl in 
Ontario, Canada, has obtained most of 
Holderread's Dutch Hookbill stock and 
sells ducklings in the spring.

Dana Kee of Moose Manner Farms 
located in Accokeek, Maryland, also sells 
duckling and fertilized eggs in the spring.

"I love that Hookbills are such easy 
keepers. They have sweet personalities 
and the boys always treat the girls well. 
I seldom have to worry much about ratios 
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Dutch Hookbill photos courtesy of Moose Mannor Farms, LLC. Three main varieties exist: dusky, white, 
and white-bibbed dusky. Aleutian, snowy, golden, and gray also exist but are extremely rare.

of drakes to ducks with this breed. Hook-
bills are also great to keep in the garden 
to eat the bugs. They're amazing foragers 
and a little easier on my plantings than 
other breeds."

AYLESBURY DUCKS
Kim Mower, a long-time dairy farm-

er in  Sedro Woolley, Washington, has 
been maintaining rare and endangered 
poultry breeds since 1979. For the past 
eight years, she has been raising Ayles-
bury ducks.

“The Aylesbury was originally devel-
oped to be table fowl, and was bred in 
large numbers for that purpose,” says 
Mower. “The duck has a large body and 
deep keel for heavy flesh, easily fattened. 
Modern breeds such as Pekin have re-
placed the Alesbury as a commercial 

meat bird. Aylesbury is now kept by few 
breeders. Some folks like to exhibit them 
at premier poultry shows.”

She says Aylesbury ducks have a 
place on the homestead farm or with the 
backyard fancier as a meat and feather 
provider, as well as for their large eggs.

“The ducks also excel as exhibition 
fowl. However, this breed should be con-
sidered by folks who have already honed 
their duck management skills. And have 
predator controls in place.”

She recommends Aylesbury ducks 
should be separated from other breeds, as 
they prefer quiet areas. Too much activity 
can be strenuous to their legs, and they 
can go lame.

“A quiet, steady, slow herding to move 
the flock to a new area is all that is need-
ed," she adds.

Aylesbury ducks were  shown at the 
1849 inaugural poultry show in Boston, 
Massachusetts. They were one of the first 
breeds to be brought over from Europe to 
America. Aylesbury ducks were includ-
ed in the first publication of  American 
Standard of Perfection  published in 
1874 by the American Poultry Associ-
ation. In a year they can lay between 
35 to 125 large eggs which are white or 
tinted green. Frank Reese, an Aylesbury 
breeder in Lindsborg, Kansas, says that 
his females lay close to the high end of 
the range. Pekin meat is preferred in the 
United States while Aylesbury duck meat 
is popular in England. Aylesbury skin is 
white, compared to many ducks that have 
yellow skin.
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DUCKS AYLESBURY DUTCH HOOKBILL

Origin England Netherlands

Status Critical Critical

Purpose Meat Eggs

Adult Weight M/F (LBS) 10/9 lbs 4/3.5 lbs

Egg Color White or Green Tinted White to Blue-Green

Egg Size Extra Large Large

Rate of Lay Per Year 35 to 125 100 to 225

Temperament Docile Docile, Active

Mothering Ability Poor to Fair Good

Experience Level Intermediate Novice, Intermediate

Climate Hot and Cold Hot and Cold

Foraging Fair Excellent

Notes Good meat to bone ratio. One of the best foraging ducks. 
 UV will turn pink bills to orange. 
 Needs pool to mate properly. 
 Traditional type can be 
 challenging to breed.

"For the poultry raiser that would like to take their management skills to the next 
level, maintain a very rare and endangered breed, and has a safe facility, they should 
consider Aylesbury ducks," said Mower. 
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I n my middle school classroom, my students have learned 
how to raise mealworms, superworms, and Dubia cock-
roaches for years to be fed to our pet bearded dragon, Bob 

Ross. During the summer, I bring the colonies home and they 
make an excellent treat for my poultry. When searching for 
what can chickens eat as a treat, many people cringe when the 
results include black soldier fly larvae, crickets, and beetles. 
But, molting chickens welcome the extra protein.

Learning how to raise mealworms and other insects for your 
chickens is cost-effective and ensures their treats are high qual-
ity. Mealworms and superworms, compared to raising crickets 
for chickens, will not smell. Crickets have this horrible habit of 
going to the bathroom all the time. Mealworms and superworms 
don’t chirp or jump. And if my students can raise them and get 
over their phobia, so can you!

How to Raise Mealworms (Tenebrio molitor)
A container 20 inches long and 10 inches wide is a good 

size to start a colony of 1,000 to 5,000 mealworms. I find 
plastic tubs are perfect as you can easily see the health of the 
colony, and they are easy to clean. Cutting a large hole in the 
lid and attaching a screen prevents items from falling into the 
container. The beetles will not be able to crawl up the smooth 
plastic sides. I prefer plastic tubs over glass aquariums because 
the surface area is more important than depth. Our containers 

are four inches tall. Adequate airflow prevents the mealworms' 
food from spoiling quickly.

Add a few inches of wheat bran, corn meal, bone meal, 
crushed bran flake meal, or store-bought mealworm bedding 
to the bottom of the container. Another option is using chicken 
feed as the substrate. If using chicken feed, freeze for a few 
weeks to kill unwanted pests and beetles.

The price for 1,000 mealworms will be between $14 and $20. 
Mail ordering will be cheaper than shopping at a local pet store.

What Do Mealworms Eat and Drink?
Part of learning how to raise mealworms for poultry snacks 

includes feeding them. Mealworms do well on a diet of root 
vegetables, vegetable and fruit peels, and other vegetative 
scraps. The higher quality food the beetles receive, the more 
nutrients for your chickens. This is a great reason to breed your 
own bugs. Dried mealworms, sold as chicken snacks, are often 
only fed a diet of white potatoes. The more food you give the 
beetles the more offspring they will produce.

While the mealworms do best with consistent moisture, many 
colonies fail because of excess moisture. Do not provide a water 
bowl. Fresh greens or vegetable scraps will provide enough 
moisture. Sweet potatoes and kale, for example, provide high 
water contents and often do not promote fungus or mold.

The ideal temperature for breeding the worms is 70 to 80 

Chicken Treats
How to Raise Mealworms and Superworms

By Kenny Coogan



degrees. Only feed the larvae (worms) to your chickens, as you 
will want the pupae to mature and the beetles to lay eggs. Usu-
ally, the beetles will stay on the surface of the substrate. When 
they bury themselves, it can be a sign of egg laying. A female 
beetle can lay 500 eggs in her lifetime. After the eggs hatch, it 
may take two to three weeks to see the tiny larvae. Feed them 
ample food to grow to the desired size before feeding them out.

If you start feeling overwhelmed with a surplus of meal-
worms, your chickens or other backyard poultry will happily 
help you out. A friend of mine, who after one year of feeding 
wild songbirds mealworms as treats, was able to get a mock-
ingbird to take mealworms from his hand. The mockingbird, 
who has raised many broods, is still hanging out and landing 
on his hand after 10 years! If for some reason you want to slow 
down the breeding, and not feed the worms out as a treat, the 
mealworms can be kept in refrigeration. This extends their larva 
stage by a couple of months and stops breeding.

If you are feeling famished as you feed the tasty mealworms 
to your chickens, snack away! In Southeast Asia, mealworms 
are baked, deep fried, and added to a stir-fry. And although larva 
from a moth is usually associated with tequila, mealworms are 
sometimes added to tequila-flavored novelty candy. Bon appétit!

Raising Superworms (Zophobas morio)
Superworms are super compared to mealworms. Measuring 

up to 2.25 inches, they are nearly double the size of mealworms. 
Also a member of the darkling beetle family, they share 20,000 
cousins with mealworms. Their housing requirements are sim-
ilar to mealworms. Allow at least five inches for the height of 

A s k  f o r  R e d  L a k e  E a r t h ®  a t  y o u r  l o c a l  F a r m  a n d  F e e d  S t o r e s .

• Food Chemical Codex Grade 

• Non-Calcined Diatomaceous Earth

• GRAS (Generally Recognized As Safe) 

• OMRI® Listed for use in all organic production

w w w.absorbentproduc ts.com

R L E

A s k  f o r  R e d  L a k e  E a r t h ®  a t  y o u r  l o c a l  F a r m  a n d  F e e d  S t o r e s .

w w w.absorbentproduc ts.com

It’s the little things...

w w w.absorbentproduc ts.comw w w.absorbentproduc ts.com

ss....... that matter.

Absorbent Products Ltd. is a research 
based company that seeks and 
utilizes the opportunities that science 
provides in the creation of our 
mineral based products.  To research 
studies and articles on Diatomaceous 
Earth and other minerals please go to 
researchdiatomaceousearth.com.

Tol l  Free 1 .800.667.0336

 is registered for use for further manufacturing in animal feed.

Mealworms and superworms teach my students valuable 
lessons including animal behavior, life cycles, food webs, 
and diversity. Insects are easy to raise and promote good 
husbandry practices for children.
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the enclosure to prevent escapees. Unlike 
mealworms, superworms should be sep-
arated into containers for pupae, larva, 
and beetles. Never put superworms in the 
fridge. They do best at 80 to 85 degrees, 
although they will survive and reproduce 
at room temperature.

Start with 100 superworms for your 
breeding colony. The price range is 
around $5. Superworms naturally take a 
long time to pupate. You can expedite the 
process by placing worms individually 
in film canisters or small drawers from 
hardware containers. We have had great 
success with the clear grid jewelry orga-
nizer boxes. Add a small breathing hole 
per cell. Place the containers in a dark 
area, like a closet, for 10 days. The su-
perworms will curl up and pupate. Once 
they change into a pupa, place them in a 
container designated as the nursery. This 
will prevent the beetles and larvae from 
eating them. It's a bug-eat-bug world out 
there. Once the pupae turn into beetles, 
place them in the breeding container. 
Feed them as you would mealworms.

Superworms will also lay around 500 
eggs in their lifetime. The eggs will 
attach to the substrate and a week later 
will hatch. You can then move the baby 
superworms into the third container. It 
is easier, however, to remove the adult 
beetles after a week or two of being in 
the breeding container to allow the eggs 
to hatch and the larvae to grow up where 
they were laid. Adult beetles will eat the 
eggs and may prey on the baby larvae. 

One of my students studying 
the characteristics of a superworm.
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CHICKENS IN A MINUTE:
How to Keep Chickens Cool in Summer

By Pam Freeman

W ith summer heat upon us, 
it's important to remember 
that high temperatures can 

be harder on a flock than the cold tem-
peratures of winter. The effects of heat 
are cumulative and can be enhanced by 
high humidity so be sure to keep vigilant 
during heat spells. A temperature of 80 
degrees with high humidity can bring on 
heat-related problems.

Keeping your chickens cool in summer 
is a must do. There’s nothing we can 
do to stop the heat, but we can help our 
chickens beat the heat.

First, it’s important to know how 
chickens cool themselves. Do chickens 
sweat? Nope. Instead, they spread their 
wings and lift their feathers to let heat 
escape. Chickens will start to pant when 
the temperature reaches 85 degrees. 
They can also vibrate their throat mus-
cles which allows warm moisture to 
evaporate.

In hot weather, chickens that are free 
ranging look for an undisturbed shady, 
cool spot to rest. We can provide these 
spaces through garden plantings, aw-
nings, umbrellas, whatever it takes.

Water is crucial during summer's heat. 
Adding more waterers, keeping them 
filled, and locating them in shady spots 
is helpful. Adding some ice to the water 
hits the spot, just be sure not to add too 
much. We don't want to shock our chick-
ens with frigid water, just cool them off 
a little. Consider adding a shallow pool 
of water where your chickens can stand. 
This helps keep them cool.

During hot weather, it's best not to keep 
chickens inside a hot coop. The inside of 
a coop can be much hotter than outside 
and more intense. If you're considering 
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CHICKENS IN A MINUTE is our online 
video series, for both new and experienced 
chicken owners, that answers frequently 
asked questions about how to raise a 
healthy backyard chicken flock. Watch  
the video at: countrysidenetwork.com/
daily/poultry/chicken-coops-housing/how-
to-keep-chickens-cool-in-summer/

where to place your coop, keep summer's 
heat in mind. Locate your coop where 
there is relief through shade, such as the 
edge of a tree line. When your chickens 
do go inside at night to roost, make sure 
the coop is well-ventilated by leaving 
windows open and having a fan running 
to increase air movement.

Check on your chickens often during 
the summer heat. If you have kids, be sure 
they don't run around and try to play with 
them. Increased activity equals increased 
body heat. Keeping your birds comfort-
able and undisturbed will help them avoid 
heat stress and enjoy the summer. 
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Backyard Poultry Breeders Directory
Have birds for sale? Advertise in the Backyard Poultry Breeders Directory for less than $4.50 a month. Your ad 
will be seen by more than 100,000 poultry enthusiasts. Call 715-748-1389 to get your advertisement in!

Associations

Ameraucana

Aseels

Cream Legbar

Freedom Ranger

Game Birds

Sebrights

Ayam Cemani

Buckeye

Livestock Guardian

Silkies

PENNSYLVANIA AVICULTURAL SOCIETY, Kerry 
Teats, President, Barb Teats, Treasury, 312 White 
Pine Dr. Stroudsburg, PA 18360. PH 908-752-9515. 
Please visit our website: paavsoc.com. Spring Swap/
Mtg. and Big Fall Tailgate/Mtg. at Lake Tobias Wildlife 
Park, Halifax, PA. 

SEBRIGHT CLUB OF AMERICA, Herbert R. Rogers, 
1023 Beam Rd., Denver, PA 17517. 717-314-5323, 
<hrrogers1@yahoo.com> Qaurterly newsletters, 
membership directory, Cash awards at sponsored 
shows, dues $20/year.

AMERICAN EMU ASSOCIATION, 510 West 
Madison St., Ottawa, IL 61350. 541-332-0675.  
<info@aea-emu.org> <www.aea-emu.org> Emu.

AMERAUCANA ALLIANCE. Membership includes 
Ameraucana Newsletters, registration on the Am-
eraucana Forum, an Ameraucana Directory listing 
and eligibility for club awards & exhibitor points. First 
time members receive an Ameraucana Handbook.  
Dues are $10 (Newsletters Emailed) or $15 (News-
letters mailed). Ameraucana.org John W Blehm, 
Secretary/Treasurer, 4599 Lange Rd, Birch Run 
MI 48415

WISCONSIN BIRD AND GAME BREEDERS, Jim 
Bleuer, President, 1756 E. Scott St., Omro, WI 54963. 
920-379-6188. <wbagba.org> Annual Fall Show 
& Swap and Spring Swap at Fond du lac County 
Fairgrounds Expo Center. 2017 Fall=Sat., October 
28, 6:30am-1:30pm & 2018 Spring=Sat., March 10, 
2018 6:30am-Noon. 

CHANTECLER FANCIERS INTERNATIONAL, 
Mike Gilbert, Secretary, W5171 Baker Rd., Holmen, 
WI 54636. 608-857-3386 (Call before 9 PM CST.) 
<chantecler7@gmail.com><http://chantecler.club>

Michigan
Fowl Stuff, John W Blehm, 4599 Lange Rd., Birch 
Run, Michigan. Bantam chickens: buff, lavender 
silver, wheaten, lavender & silver Ameraucana; 
Vorwerk and Lakenvelder. Large fowl chickens: 
lavender silver, black, lavender & silver Ameraucana. 
FowlStuff.com

Pennsylvania
GREEN VALLEY STABLES, Joe Ambrose, PO 
Box 511, Vanderbilt, PA 15486. 724-323-4948. 
<admin@thegreenvalleystables.com> <www.
thegreenvalleystables.com> 100% Pure Aseel and 
Red Jungle Fowl hatching eggs. Send $50 per dozen 
shipping included. 

Arizona
AYAM ON THE FARM,  Ayam Ceman i 
–  Ex t rao rd ina r i l y  Un ique ,  Reasonab l y 
Pr iced.  St ra ight  Run Chicks:  3 /$75 or 
5 /$100 or  $50/10 eggs.  GFF Parents . 
Call or email Now to Reserve Yours. Bob at 
4 8 0 - 5 7 7 - 5 7 5 9  o r  b o b @ v t a a z . c o m . 
Visit Ayamonthefarm.com

South Carolina
SAL’S, Columbia, SC. 803-609-5648 - Ayam Cemani, 
Jubilee Orpingtons, Blue, Splash & Black Copper 
Marans, Multi Colored Showgirls, Golden Lace Pol-
ish, Black, Mahogany& Lavender Orpingtons, Blue & 
Splash Silkies, Blue Lace Red Wyndottes

California
CENTRAL VALLEY BUCKEYES, Atwater, CA. 
831-212-0173. <centralvalleybuckeyes@yahoo.
com> <www.centralvalleybuckeyes.weebly.com> 
Heritage Bred day old chicks shipped nationwide. 
(NPIP#CA409). Pick and delivery in central and 
northern California.

Wisconsin
WICK PLACE FARM, 1907 43rd St., Caledonia, WI 
53108. 414-708-4057. <gumbyhorn@gmail.com> 
<http://Wickplacefarm.com> Cream Legbars. Black 
Copper Marans, Olive Eggers, Orpingtons. NPIP 
certified.

Pennsylvania
FREEDOM RANGER HATCHERY, INC, 187 N. Windy 
Mansion Rd. PA 17569. 717-336-4878, Fax:717-
336-3711. <sales@freedomrangerhatchery.com>  
<www.freedomrangerhatchery.com>Black & Red 
Freedom Ranger chickens, and gray Kosher King 
broiler chicks. Non-GMO option.

Arkansas
LINEBARGER FARMS, Eddie Linebarger, PO 
Box 35, Scotland, AR 72141. 501-592-3317. 
<eddie.linebarger@gmail.com> Quail: Tennessee 
Red, Valley, Mountain, Gambel, and Blue Scale. 

Indiana
WOODSIDE AVIARY, James Kotterman, Peru, In-
diana. 765-985-2805. PHEASANT ENTHUSIASTS 
check this out! Displaying full color the Golden 
Pheasant, Ghigi Golden, Peach Golden, Lady Am-
herst, Silvers, Swinhoe, Elliots and Blue Eared. NO 
CATALOG AVAILABLE. Give me a call and we’ll talk 
about the birds!

Minnesota
OAKWOOD GAME FARM, INC., PO Box 
274, Princeton, MN 55371. 800-328-6647.  
<www.oakwoodgamefarm.com> Pheasant & Chu-
kar Partridge chicks & eggs available. Now smaller 
quantities of pheasant chicks & eggs available for 
shipping

Wisconsin
PURELY POULTRY, PO Box 466, Fremont, WI 
54940. 800-216-9917. <Chicks@PurelyPoultry.com>  
<www.PurelyPoultry.com> Indian Red Junglefowl, 
Guineas, Peacocks. Ducks: Mandarin, Ringed Teal, 
Whistling Ducks, Wood Ducks, Mallard Ducks. Swans: 
White Mute, Australian Black, Trumpeter, Whooper, 
Black Necked. Quail: Northern Bobwhite, Jumbo 
Bobwhite, Texas A & M, Valley, Gambel, Blue Scale, 
Mountain, Mearns. Partridge: Chukar, Hungarian. 
Ringneck Pheasants: Chinese, Jumbo, Kansas, Man-
churian Cross, Melantistic Mutant. Ornamental Pheas-

ants: Red Golden, Yellow Golden, Blue Eared, Brown 
Eared, Lady Amherst, Silver, Timminicks Tragopans. 
Wild Turkeys: Eastern and Merriams.

Oregon
Golden Phoenix Bantam for sale. $50.00 Hens, $ 70.00 
Roosters. Hatched 7/28/17. PIck up only in Dallas, OR. 
Contact Charon McFarland at 503-949-4705. 

Tennessee
CHICK N STUFF FARM– Crump, Tennessee. (Mail: 
PO Box 87, Adamsville, TN 38310) 901-490-0022, 
731-607-7324. Large Fowl Breeds: Jersey Giant, 
Buff- Light, Dark Brahma, White & Exchequer Leghorn, 
Salmon Faverolles and Pak Lay Hmong. Also Heritage 
Bronze, Narragansett and Bourbon Red Turkey, and 
various color guinea fowl. NPIP/APA. Experienced 
egg/chick/bird shipper. See us on Facebook.

West Virginia
Solsbury Hill Farm, PO Box 1368, Harpers Ferry, 
WV, 25425. http://solsburyhillfarm.wordpress.com, 
solsburyhill.farm@yahoo.com, Ph# 304-582-3440. 
Ethical breeder AKC Anatolian Shepherd livestock 
guardian dogs, raised with people and livestock. 

Massachusetts
ANTONIO R. FERREIRA, JR., 49 Chestnut St., Seekonk, 
MA 02771. 401-465-1662. Northern Bobwhite Quail. 
Eggs: $11.75/12, $23.50/24, $49/50. Postpaid. 

North Carolina
GEORGE PARKER, 768 Moores Ln., Lumberton, NC 
28358. 910-374-8176. Jumbo Brown Coturnix hatch-
ing eggs. Shipped postage paid. $35.00/50 eggs. 

Florida
BLACKBURN’S QUALITY BANTAMS, Wayne Black-
burn, PO Box 736, Anthony, FL 32617. 352-236-0359. 
Sebrights: Golden, Silver & Buff; Wyandottes: Silver 
Laced & Golden Laced.

California
AMBER WAVES BEARDED BANTAM SILKIES, 1320 
Mountain Ave., Norco, CA 92860. 951-233-4231. 
<debbie@amberwaves.info> <http://showsilkies.
com> Chicks available year-round. We ship nation-
wide by USPS Express Mail. Credit Cards Welcome. 
Private Breeder NPIP CA-308. 

Alabama
VALLEY FARMS HATCHERY, Ryan Kelsey, 
PO Box 2201, Muscle Shoals, AL, 35662. 256-
314-2282. <www.valleyfarmshatchery.com> 
<sales@valleyfarmshatchery.com> Chickens, Ban-
tams, Ducks, Geese, Turkeys, Guineas, and More!. 
Hatching all breeds weekly. NPIP Certified. Hatching/
Shipping weekly.

Golden Phoenix Bantam

Large Fowl

Quail

Various



94 Backyard Poultry

Waterfowl

Colorado
Waltz’s Ark Ranch, Delta, CO <www.naturalark.com> 
Rare & Heritage Poultry, NPIP & AI clear. Sussex, 
English Orpingtons, Swedish Flower Hen, Marans, 
Svart Hona, 55 Flowery Hen, Buttercup, Sultan, 
Augsburger, Isbar, Breda, Sweetgrass Turkeys $ 
more! No catalog, online only.

FLORIDA
GREENFIRE FARMS, www.greenfirefarms.com. 
Ultra-rare imported breeds: Ayam Cemani, Cream 
Legbar, Swedish Flower Hens, Bielefelder, Marans, 
Isbar, Barbezieux, Bresse, Sulmtaler, Spitzhauben, 
Olandsk Dwarf, Orust, Barnevelder, Merlerault, 
Niederrheiner, Marsh Daisy, Altsteirer, East Frisian 
Gull, Lyonaisse, Malines, Pavlovskaya, Queen Silvia, 
Swedish Black Hen, Sussex, Twentse, Lavender 
Wyandotte, Yamato Gunkei. 

Georgia
BOB’S BIDDIES, LLC, Bob & Diane Berry, 2155 
Weaver Dr., Ray City, GA 31645. 229-455-6437 or 
229-375-1991. <bobsbiddies@live.com> <www.
bobsbiddies.com> Small-Medium flock growers. Two 
types of heavy brown egg layers, two types of pasture 
broilers, and four hertiage breed brown egg layers. 
Heavy egg layers and broilers available all year! Fast 
growing, Minimal feed required - GREAT NATURAL 
HAPPY CHICKENS! NPIP certified, Non-GMO/No 
soy feed for all natural chicks. Shipping available on 
all birds. WE ACCEPT ALL ORDERS. 

Illinois
CHICKEN SCRATCH POULTRY, Larry & Angela McE-
wen, 14025 Cty Rd 975 E, McLeansboro, IL 62859. 
618-643-5602. <larry_angie@chickenscratchpoultry.
com> <www.chickenscratchpoultry.com> Coronation 
Sussex, Light Sussex, Lavender Orpington, Chocolate 
Orpington, Jubilee Orpington, Black Orpington, Black 
Copper Marans, Blue Copper Marans, Blue Laced Red 
Wyandotte, Crested Cream Legbar, Welsummers, 
Blue Ameraucana, Black Ameraucana, Rumpless 
Araucana, Olive Egger, Ayam Cemani, Maline.

Iowa
COUNTY LINE HATCHERY, 2977 Linn Buch-
anan Rd., Coggon, IA 52218. 319-350-9130. 
<www.countylinehatchery.com> Rare and fancy 
peafowl, guineas, chickens, ducks, turkeys, geese, 
bantams and more. Featuring Showgirls & Silkies. 
Most economical and diverse poultry assortment 
available.

WELP HATCHERY, Box 77, Bancroft, IA 50517. 
800-458-4473. <www.welphatchery.com> Specializ-
ing in Cornish Rock broilers. Also offering baby chicks, 
ducklings, goslings, bantams, exotics, turkeys, guin-
eas, pheasants. Free catalog. MC/Visa/Discover. 

Maryland
DEER RUN FARM, Allison Rostad, 15131 Sixes 
Rd., Emmitsburg, MD 21727. 717-357-4521.
<www.DeerRunFarmMD.com><in fo@Deer
RunFarmMD.com> Day Old Heritage Chicks: Amer-
aucana, Delaware, Marans, and Welscummer. Show 
quality gentics breed to the SOP. Cleanset hatchery 
in the US testing for MG, MS, AI and PT. 

Minnesota
SUNNY CREEK FARMS, Don Schirrick, 15378 160th 
St. SW., Red Lake Falls, MN 56750. 218-253-2291. 
<www.sunnycreekhatchery.com> Free catalog. All 
breeds, waterfowl, chicks, gamebirds, poults, rabbits, 
hatching equipment, incubator repair and parts on 
hand, selling new & warrantied used incubators w/ 
capacity of 42-44,000 eggs, commerical Jamesway 
stacked brooder batteries & egg washers. 

Missouri
CACKLE HATCHERY®, PO Box 529, Leb-
a n o n ,  M O  6 5 5 3 6 .  4 1 7 - 5 3 2 - 4 5 8 1 . 
< c a c k l e h a t c h e r y @ c a c k l e h a t c h e r y. c o m > 
< w w w. c a c k l e h a t c h e r y. c o m >  7 8  y e a r s 
of  hatch ing and sh ipp ing baby ch icks. 
FREE COLOR CATALOG, 193 var iet ies.

CHICKENS FOR BACKYARDS, PO Box 635, Phil-
lipsburg, MO 65722. 888-412-6715. Order As Low As 
3 Chicks, Heritage chicken breeds, Ducks, Guinea and 
Turkey. <www.chickensforbackyards.com> 

Pennsylvania
Ephraim Stoltzfus, Felton, PA. 717-927-6705. Selling 
16 week old Pullets! Barred Rocks, Sexlinks, Buff 
Orpingtons, Rhode Island Reds, New Hampshire, 
Black Australorps, Ameraucanas, Dominiques, 
Welsumers, Golden Laced Wyandottes, Delawares, 
Speckled Sussex, Rhode Island Whites, Marans, 
White Rocks. 

HORSTMAN’S POULTRY, Dick Horstman, 5 
S Kings Creek Rd., Burgettstown, Pa 15021. 
724-729-3701. <dickhorstman@comcast.net> 
<www.horstmanspoultry.com> Eggs – chicks – adults. 
Large fowl: White & Silver Penciled Rocks, Single 
Comb & Rose Comb Rhode Island Reds, White 
Crested Black Polish, Red & Silver Gray Dorkings 
and Single Comb Black Minorcas. Bantams: Barred 
& White Rocks, Dark Brahma, Bearded Silver, Non 
bearded White Crested Black and White Crested Blue 
Polish, Dark Cornish and Spangled Russian Orloff.

South Carolina
SAL’S, Columbia, SC. 803-609-5648 - Ayam Cemani, 
Jubilee Orpingtons, Blue, Splash & Black Copper 
Marans, Multi Colored Showgirls, Golden Lace Pol-
ish, Black, Mahogany& Lavender Orpingtons, Blue & 
Splash Silkies, Blue Lace Red Wyndottes

Texas
CLABORN FARMS, PO Box 194, Ross, TX 76684. 
254-829-5331 <sales@clabornfarms.com><www.
ClabornFarms.com> Started pullets, guinea keets, 
started guineas, and heritage turkey poults. Shipping 
available throughout most of the U.S. Our started 
pullets include: Black Australorps, Barred Rocks, 
Buff Orpingtons, Easter Eggers, Rhode Island Reds, 
Wyandottes, Light Brahmas, and Cuckoo Marans; they 
are available at 8 weeks of age to 22+ weeks. Limited 
supply of heritage turkey poults: Bronze and Beltsville 
White. Limited supply of true dual-purpose, straight-
run, day-old chicks available to serious breeders.

Virginia
Stonehaus Farms Aviary, 59 Forsythia Dr, Mar-
tinsville, Virgina, 24112, Ph 276-957-4048, 
<www.Stonehausfarms.net> Breeding Ayam Ce-
manis, Cream Legbars, Silkies, Blue Andalusians 
and White Crested Polish. Call for details and 
availability.

Washington
BAXTER BARN, 31929 SE 44th St., Fall City, WA 
98024. 425-765-7883. (Tues. thru Sat. 10AM-5PM 
by appointment.) <baxterbarn@hotmail.com> 
<Baxterbarn.org> All breeds of poultry. Chicks & hens. 
Pickup only. Email for list.

Wisconsin
PURELY POULTRY, PO Box 466, Fremont, WI 54940. 
800-216-9917. <Chicks@PurelyPoultry.com> <www.
PurelyPoultry.com> 300 varieties: chickens, bantams, 

ducks, geese, turkeys, guineas, swans, pheasants, 
ornamental pheasants, chukars and quail.

SUNNYSIDE HATCHERY, Beaver Dam, Wisconsin. 
920-887-2122. Shipping to North Central U.S. only. 
Jumbo broilers, Leghorns, Blacks, Browns, Reds, 
rangers, turkeys & ducklings. <www.sunnyside-
hatchery.com>

`̀̀

California
METZER FARMS, 26000K Old Stage Rd., Gon-
zales, CA 93926. Year-round hatching. Nation-
wide shipping. Free catalog now, 800-424-7755. 
<www.metzerfarms.com> Ducklings: Pekin, Rouen, 
Khaki Campbell, Golden 300 Egg Layer, White 
Layer, Blue Swedish, Buff, Cayuga, Mallard, Welsh 
Harlequin, White Crested & Runners (Black, Choco-
late, Blue, Fawn & White) Saxony: Silver, Appleyard, 
Goslings: Embden, White Chinese, Brown Chinese, 
Toulouse, Dewlap Toulouse, African, Buff Toulouse, 
Buff, Tufted Buff, Sebastopol, Pilgrim, Roman 
Tufted. Ringneck pheasants, French Pearl guineas. 

Minnesota
JOHNSON’S WATERFOWL, 36882 160th Ave. 
NE, Middle River, MN 56737. 218-222-3556. 
<www.johnsonswaterfowl.com> Buff or White Afri-
can geese. Rouen, Silver Appleyard, Pekin, White 
or Black Crested, Saxony, Black or Blue Magpies, 
Penciled, White, Blue, Black, Grey (Mallard), and 
Emory Penciled Runners, White, Grey, Snowy, Black, 
Penciled, Blue Bibbed & Pastel Call ducklings. Free 
brochure. 

Oregon
HOLDERREAD WATERFOWL FARM & PRES-
ERVATION CENTER, Millie & Dave Holderread, 
PO Box 492, Corvallis OR 97339. 541-929-5338.
< d u c k g o o s e f a r m @ g m a i l . c o m >
< w w w . h o l d e r r e a d f a r m . c o m >
Silver Appleyard; Saxony; Welsh Harlequin; 
Golden Cascade; Rare colors of Calls;Silkie 
Ducks. Embden; Brown, Buff Africans; Dewlap 
Toulouse; American Blue; American Lavender; Shet-
land; Oregon Mini-Geese. 

Tennessee
Brendas Waterfowl, 1699 N Westly Chapel Rd, 
Greenville, TN 37745. Ph# 423-234-4344. Sebastotol 
Geese, Brown African Geese, Brown Chinese Geese, 
Blue Swedish Ducks, Black Cayuga Ducks, Muscovy 
Ducks, Black & Blue Magpie Ducks. 

Wisconsin
BASIL’S DUCKS, Todd Prutz, 4751 Coolidge Ave., 
Plover, WI 54467. 715-295-4048. <todd@basducks.
com> <www.basducks.com> Wood Duck, Mandarin, 
Green Wing Teal, Blue Wing Teal, Falcated Teal, 
Cinnamon Teal, Baikal Teal, Garganey Teal, Pintail, 
RedHead, White Redhead, Silver Redhead, Gold-
eneyes, Hooded Merganser, Ring Teal, Mallards, 
Smews, Tufted, Greater Scaup, Ring Neck, Ruddy, 
Canvasback, Common Merganser, Red Breasted 
Geese, Emperor Geese.Geese, Emperor Geese.

Backyard Chickens  

BEYOND THE BASICS
A must-have for every backyard chicken keeper, A must-have for every backyard chicken keeper, Backyard Chickens 
Beyond the BasicsBeyond the BasicsBeyond the Basics goes beyond introductory lessons and explores the reali- goes beyond introductory lessons and explores the reali-
ties of raising a flock for eggs — and entertainment, of course!ties of raising a flock for eggs — and entertainment, of course! From odd 
eggs and molting to feeding and preparing for the seasons, this book covers eggs and molting to feeding and preparing for the seasons, this book covers 
the subjects beginner books don’t adequately address and re-examines the subjects beginner books don’t adequately address and re-examines 
common knowledge that may not actually hold true. It’s a resource to turn common knowledge that may not actually hold true. It’s a resource to turn 
to time and again for expert advice to make sure your birds are happy, to time and again for expert advice to make sure your birds are happy, 
healthy, and productive. healthy, and productive. healthy, and productive. 192 pages, Only $21.99192 pages, Only $21.99

By Pam Freeman

Visit: countrysidenetwork.com/shop • Call: 970-392-4419
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Free

ClassifiedsBackyard Poultry
Beekeeping

Greenhouses

Preserving

Water Systems

Butterflies

Hen Saddles

Mealworms

Poultry

Poultry Supplies

PDZ

Aug/Sept 2018  
Deadline:  

June 11 2018
BYP Breeders/Classifieds, 

PO Box 566,  
Medford, WI 54451 

E-mail:  
csyclassifieds@tds.net 

Call: 715-748-1388

Breeders & 
Classifieds  

Ad Info.:

M I L L E R  B E E  S U P P L Y
YOUR BEE KEEPING EXPERTS SINCE 1976! 
Check us out for all your beekeeping needs. Whether 
you are just starting out or already have bees we are here 
to assist your needs.  Call us Toll Free: 1-888-848-5184.
496 Yellow Banks Road, North Wilkesboro, 
NC 28659. Email:info@Millerbeesupply.com* 
www.millerbeesupply.com

Learn Butterfly Farming! Learn step-by-step how to 
start up/operate your own profitable small or large-
scale butterfly business - raising healthy butterflies, 
websites, sales, and shipping! Many income oppor-
tunities: releases, educational presentations, school 
raising kits, and fundraising projects. Free booklet:
http://www.butterflyboutique.net/ebooklets.html. 
Get started today and learn with experts!

SOON Church/Government Uniting, Supressing 
“Religious Liberty,” Enforcing “National Sunday 
Law”. Be Informed! Need mailing address only. TBSM, 
Box 99, Lenoir City, TN 37771. thebiblesaystruth@
yahoo.com, 1-888-211-1715.

DISTRIBUTORS AND INSTALLERS: TGM Green-
houses of Colorado is looking for Distributors and 
Installers who are interested in being part of a 
growing company. TGM Greenhouses offers the 
ThermaGro line of greenhouses. Contact Eric Selinger 
(303) 273-9085 eric@thermagro.com

Mealworms by the Pound – Bluebirds, Chickens, 
Turkeys, & Ducks all love our dried and live meal-
worms. <www.mealwormsbythepound.com> or 
888-400-9018.

All American Pressure Canner, the only pressure 
canner that forms a metal to metal seal eliminating 
the need for lid gasket replacement. Offers large 
capacity canning to make pressure canning your 
meats, vegetables and fruits easy. Easy Cleanup. 
800-251-8824. www.allamericancanner.com

Flat Rate Shipping — Just $7.95
Excludes Cabinet Incubators, Brooders, & Vaccines

(614) 595-8608
CluckAndCrow@reagan.com

TwinCityPoultrySupplies.com/store

Twin CityTwin CityTwin City
Poultry Poultry Poultry Poultry Poultry Poultry 
SuppliesSuppliesSuppliesSuppliesSuppliesSuppliesSupplies

Hakes’
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just for fun
ANSWER: The thoughtful rooster wondered what it would take to get a Presidential pardon for all chickens 
on the Fourth of July, after all drumsticks should just be for music, not for eating. 

Never done a Cryptoquip before? You're in for a treat! A Crytoquip is a 
substitution cypher where one letter stands for another. We start you off 

with a freebie letter and then you find the rest. Remember that letters will 
stand for the same letter throughout the puzzle. For example, S will equal O 

throughout the entire cypher. Good luck!

POULTRY CRYPTOQUIP

Cryptoquip Clue: S=O

EKL  EKSDCKEYDU  TSSGELT  ASMFLTLF  AKOE  PE  

ASDUF  EOWL  ES  CLE  O  BTLGPFLMEPOU  BOTFSM  

YST  OUU  VKPVWLMG  SM  EKL  YSDTEK  SY  RDUH,  

OYELT  OUU  FTDNGEPVWG  GKSDUF  RDGE  QL  YST  

NDGPV,  MSE  YST  LOEPMC.
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Be sure to color this rooster and give him a patriotic feel this holiday season. We want to see your beautiful 
creations too. So snap a picture and send it to us via email at editor@backyardpoultrymag.com or via snail mail at  

Backyard Poultry, Attn: Coloring Pages, P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451

If you’re an all-access subscriber and would like to print additional copies to color, visit our site. 
countrysidenetwork.com/topics/backyard-poultry-magazine/just-for-fun/june-july-2018-coloring-page/

just for fun
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